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PREFACE. 


I  HAVE  made  ihc  Imsis  of  my  l»ry)k  the  letters  I  wn»tc  from 
the  Af;;hnii  IVoumlary  C<»miiiissioii  camp  to  the  *Pi<»iicer/ 
'  Daily  Tele;,Taph/  an«l  oth<!r  journals.  I  have  thoii;;ht  tit 
to  preserve  tliem  rather  than  emleavonr  to  rewrite  a  more 
connected  narnitive,  jKiitly  In^canse  that  wliicli  is  written 
under  the  vivid  inqiressions  of  the  moment  ;;ivos  often  n 
truer  conniption  oi  events  than  a  caivfully  consitlered  nar- 
rative written  a  year  later,  and  jwirtly  In^canse  my  olVtcinl 
occujmlion  left  me  lillh;  h'isure  for  lileniry  w<»rk.  1  have 
also  pvcn  n  sunnnar}*  of  the  w<»rk  of  the  liritish  IWiundary 
Connni.Hsifin  iNith  as  a  whoK*  ami  indivi«hia11y,  and  1  have 
statiil  my  views  of  the  resjHTtive  ]N).siiinns  of  Kn;;hnid  and  / 
Jiussia  in  (Vntnd  Asia  as  nlVeeleil  hy  the  <!Vi*nls  to  which  ' 
tlic  des]»iitrh  of  the  l^nnidary  (*<»mmi'isifiii  has  ;;iven  rise.     / 

Tlie  ma]is  and  illuhtnitions  now  jmlilished  an;  illustrative 
of  places  that  have  never  U^fon?  U'vu  made  the  Huhject  of 
the  ailist*s  ]KMicil  or  thr  photo^Taphers  r4nuura.  The  nmp  of 
Cenlnd  Asia,  Persia,  and  Af;:haniNlan  is  liasetl  on  the  surveys 
carricil  out  hy  Major  lloldich,  ami  (*aptains  (ton*,  TeActK'ke, 
antl  ][(»n.  M.  (t.  Tallstt,  Tht!  plan  t)f  the  liunsian  and  Af;{hnn 
{losilions  at  Panjtleh  was  drawn  up  hy  S<T^*ant  (now  Lieu- 
tenant,  Isi  (Kin;;'s)  l>ra;((M»n  (Suanls)  (hdindo  of  the  Intel- 
liguuco  limncli,  on  information  furnishe^l  hy  Captain  C. 
K  Yate. 


Tl  PEBFACB. 

It  mmj  pottiMy  be  eipcctoci  that  I  thooM  my  •ouiGtliiiig 
cif  the  frontier  m  it  Iim  liceii  now  dcnmrmtcil  frnm  the  Hari 
Bml  to  the  Oxn«.  I  liave,  however,  aevcml  romona  for  not 
Umdiin;;  on  this  tlieme :  tirritly,  liecause  I  wish  this  Ijouk  to  bo 
n  recofd  of  my  own  itfrsoniil  eipericnces,  nntl  not  ht*nmay 
ivpoffts;  and  si<coiHlly,  because  I  nmlerstAntl  tluit  an  oflioer 
now  with  Uie  Ilonmbiry  Cmnniission,  and  wlio  knows  as  much 
of  the  frontier  ami  its  worth  as  any  nmn,  intentis  on  his 
ittnm  to  give  tlie  worhl  the  liencfit  of  his  opinion  about  it 

This  hook  is  intcmleil  to  be  not  only  a  rvconl  of  tlie  move- 
Mmts  of  the  Af;;han  IVnimUiry  ComniiMion,  liut  alw>  a 
description  of  travcb  throo«:h  country  that  is  practically 
•aknown  to  the  dviliseil  wiirkL  I  alluik*.  of  course,  to  tlie 
nmte  taken  by  CbloncI  Kid^way  and  his  party  fn»in  Xushki 
to  Herat,  and  to  Ikulkis  prnerally.  A  solitary  journey  fniiu 
Herat  to  the  lUack  Sea,  after  Imving  tlic  Commission,  enabled 
Me  to  obtain  some  information  on  more  tlian  one  pi»int  of 
interest  to  England  ^snch  as  concerning  the  demarcation 
of  the  Itttsso^IVsian  boumlary,  which  I  lia\*e  gi%'cn  as  an 
Apppodix.  To  suppose  tliat  tlie  Kttssi>-rcnian  frontier,  as 
lorently  settled,  will  long  remain  a  fixture,  would  be  mere 
•eU-deluaioii.  I  cannot  fiml  any  distinct  definition  of  the 
frontier  drawn  from  KaUt-i-Xadiri  to  Sarsklis,  and  it  is  just 
In  that  qnaiter  that  rumonr  citdits  Russia  with  further 
aggresaiTt  dcoigna.  One  of  tlie  most  stgntficant  signs  of  the 
tttses  is  the  |ifiipesed  constmction  of  a  f*siist<r  from  Ashk*- 
Wd  to  llashhad.  That  is  the  highroad  of  Russian  aeoess  to 
Befnl«  and  it  is  thensfors  not  surprisiiif  that  Russia  sbonU 
evly  develop  an  intsrsst  in  it. 

A.  C.   YATE 
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CHAPTKK     I. 

rUEPAlJATIOXS. 

tisc  national  interest  lliat  tlie  Af;:han  Frontier  Com- 
wakeneil  in  the  early  jmrt  of  1  HS^f  is  a  very  marked 
to  the  mdnnffc  of  indinercnre  and  ill-will  that  it 
n  the  autnmn  of  1884.  In  England  the  feclin*^ 
of  inditVercnce — indifference  ariHin*;  from  i^^noranco 
i)>ortant  issnes  at  Make;  in  India  it  wan  one  of  ill- 
s  ill-will  of  disiip|>ointinent  and  jealouNy.  It  was 
iral ;  for  every  oflieer  of  aniliiticm  and  spirit  lon;:e<l 

of  the  chos<*n  few,  and  who  a  more  suitahle  victim 
chapin  at  failure  than  thoj^e  wlio  had  succeeded  ? 
the  puhlic,  then,  was  indin'en*nt  or  ill-<li.H|M)SiHl,  the 
of  the  Commissitm  were  each  toil  in;;  in  their  respcc- 
rcs.  The  preparations  of  the  Intelligence,  8ur>'ey, 
\,  ]V>tanicnl,  and  other  scicntiHc  iH^partments  rep- 
vrith  the  Commission,  were  in  the  main  cimtined  to 

particular  liranelies.    Tlic  escort,  both  infantry  and 
lad  only  themselves  to  look  after.    It  was  on  the 

A 


S  ArOHAH    FHONTIKR  OOMMISSIOX. 

ForagB  Depiirtiiieiit,  and  on  Migor  Rincl,  the  officer  in  wliose 
mnj;le  penomUitjr  were  united  the  dtitiet  of  Comminariat, 
TrMmpnrt,  and  Treasury  officer  of  the  Commitsion,  that  tlie 
bniai  d  iweparation  fell.  On  them  devoh-ed  the  provision 
of  tenia,  nie«  storea,  men  aervanta,  warm  doUiing  for  all 
ranka  ol  the  escort  ami  followers,  camp  furniture,  horses  and 
ponies  for  those  aiinrJ^s  and  sulionlinates  entitleil  to  thcni, 
mmmiMwriat  supplies  for  some  1200  moutlis  for  a  year  (ex- 
rrpc  the  ttafdes  of  life,  which  the  Amir  undertook  to  provide — 
s«rh  as  fkmr,  rice,  ;:r«in,  forap*,  &c.,&c.).  transport  (1300  camels, 
100  mulen,  ami  250  ponies  were  pmvi<lc«l  to  start  with),  and 
tiettsare  (a  larjce  anuiunt  was  taken  in  KusAinn  j*ohlX  In  tlie 
ca«e  ol  the  political  olticem,  tliese  duties  were  in  aildition  to 
theme  more  specially  appropriate  to  tlieir  de|Mirtiiient 

A|iart  from  the  suscefiCihilities  of  the  Amir  and  the  c|ues* 
tiniial4e  tolerance  of  tlie  Afgluins,  tlie  passa^^e  of  the  Itcluch 
fleserl  was  the  liaidest  rmx  liefore  tlie  C*ommisiii<»ii ;  ami  to 
solve  it,  Mr  If.  H.  Dames  of  the  Ilenpil  Civil  .Senk*e  and 
Captain  Maillaml  of  tlie  Intclli;^*ncc  Ifmncli  were  dt*putc«l. 
The  Ilelochi^tan  a^^ency  was  l<ic»kcil  to,  to  funiinh  iiifoniiation 
•boat  the  ro«ites  from  t^tetta  and  the  lk>lan  acroMi  IWdiich* 
isiaa  to  tlie  Ilcdmnml,  mitr  KiNll^ir ;  Init  it  wan  mit  till  CafHain 
Msathind,  aJMiMeil  by  one  or  more  native  sulioriliiiates  of  tlie 
Ilrliirhistan  spnicy  d(*|iiite«l  hy  Sir  H«>l«rt  Sandetiian.  luid  per- 
sonslly  explomi  tlie  neveral  rival  routes,  tliat  a  tlcctsion  was 
•rn«i9il  at.  Tt»  Sir  Rolvtt  Samlenian,  ]klr  Ibinies,  ami  other 
oIKctaUol  the  Ilrliichiiitan  ap*ncy,  tlie  tVnumission  owes  much, 
liir  tlie  i^misiiiii  <»f  camel  tranfiport,  supfdiea,  pii<lcs,  and  ap- 
pafstns  for  carrying  water,  and  for  tin*  )^*nenil  facilitation  *4 
its  March  to  tlie  Ilelmnml.  Tlie  efKcienry  of  tlie  material  su|>- 
|4ied,  however,  left  something;  to  l«  ilenired.  Valualde  aaaist- 
attct  was  lendeml  liy  the  Afirlian  c»fHctals  in  the  provision  of 
water  ami  supplies  near  tlie  HelmumL  With  sMstanca 
ivmltly  aUbfded  by  the  Heluch  ami  Aff^luui  chieftaina,  ami 
#wiw^  to  tlie  rare  with  which  Colonel  Ui«l|:eway  ensurml  tlie 
aBlaslacu«y  eompletintt  of  way  |irovtsioa  eswntial  to  sueosss, 
tW  Mafdi  ol  tlie  Cowmtssiim  to  the  Uelmond  was  carried  out 
iIm  sUghtasl  enanakj. 
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CHAPTER    II. 

FROM    RINDLI    TO    NUSIIKI. 

RiXDU,  31  ff 

The  nucleus  of  the  Afp^linn  Boundary  Conunission  Ims  At  last 
lK3cn  fonncd  here.  Tlic  escort  of  200  sahres  of  the  11th 
Ben^l  Lancers  un<ler  Major  Ilax,  witli  Captain  Heath  aud 
Lieutenant  Dmmniond,  and  with  Dr  Charles  in  medical  cliar};^ 
arrivdl  here  in  two  trains  on  the  20th  and  30tli  rcspectivelj. 
Captain  Yate  and  Lieutenant  the  Hon.  M.  (r.  TaUx>t,  Illi, 
arrived  at  Jacobaluid  on  the  evening  of  the  29th,  and  were 
followwl  hy  Dr  Owen  on  the  30tli.  I  joined  tliein  there*  ami 
we  all  came  on  to  Kindli  on  the  latter  date,  arrivin^^  alxrat 
10  r.M.  Naturally  at  that  hour  there  was  nothing;  to  do 
hut  to  unload  such  of  our  l>a^^*^e  as  was  indispensably 
necessary  to  our  comfort,  an<l  to  retire  to  rest  in  the  Govern- 
ment hun;,^low.  After  a  hot  jounioy  of  ei;;ht  hours  acmes 
the  "Tut,"  we  felt  it  our  duty  to  try  and  do  justice  to  the 
meal  which  the  mcssman  here  had  prcparetl  for  us.  A  very 
few  mouthfuls,  however,  suHiceil  to  hlunt  the  C4l[(e  of  an 
appetite  dulled  hy  the  heat,  and  we  preferred  rather  to  do 
justice  to  the  niccness  of  our  ;^stronomic  tastes  hy  judicious 
a1»stcntion.  Happily  ice  and  aerate«l  waters  were  plentiful ; 
and  so,  solaced  by  a  pc;;  and  a  cheroot,  we  rctiitnl  In  this 
climate,  indeed,  ice,  and  not  bread,  may  justly  l)e  styletl  tlie 
staff  of  life.  It  appears  that  the  1 1th  IkMi^al  Lancers  were  on 
this  occasion  provide<l  with  no  ice.  Wliy  ?  In  May  1881, 
when  the  Kandahar  force  was  withdrawn,  ice  was  provided  in 
abundance  for  all  troops,  whether  European  or  native,  along 


MAW  mtu^MwiMUk  aoMUiataax, 


the  rtitire  rcmte  fnnu  Tir  Cfuinki  to  Kaniclii.  Laliore,  m  wlmt- 
€\rt  ini|;lit  lie  tlie  ileslituitioii  of  tlic  tn(o|i«.  (Inc  rvpiuent  of 
natt\*e  infAntn*  tlyit  li«<l  on\y  to  tmvel  aoine  400  miles  from 
tlie  tenuituM  «t  Tir  Cliaiiki  was  |>rovi(led  with  1800  Ik  of 
ire  to  alliijr  tlie  thir^  aiKl  mrtipite  tlie  lient  wliicli,  it  was 
fi"aiT<il.  iiii;:lit  |irf»ve  too  mucli  for  tliem.  Tlierc  is  little  differ* 
cure  Utweeti  the  licat  tlieii  aiMl  the  heat  ii<»w,  aiitl  yvt  ewn 
the  oAicers  of  tiK*  11th  IWMi^ral  Lsncen  were  witliont  iix*. 
One  of  tliem  <li*scrilieil  to  us  tlie  iua;;ic  eflect  which  tlie  si^lit 
of  tlte  wiinl  **  In*."  wntt«*ii  in  ca|»itals  un  the  ice-wagpon 
which  aer»iii|iaiiii*n  vwry  iiiail-tmiii  on  tlK*  lii«hi«  Vallry  State 
lUilwaj,  wrrMi;:ht  ii|«»n  him  at  l%oliri,  o|*|Hnite  Siikknr,  on  tlie 
Iip1««.  As  llH'ir  tni«*|»-tniin  cniiio  in.  tin*  mail  for  Ijilnire  was 
Jw«l  ksivin}^  ISrcliiiiii'*  Init  nml  wean*  in  his  rarriap*.  siid* 
flt<iily  NT  looimil  l^*fon*  his  \ii»i<iti.  In  a  iiHUiivnt  Ik*  was  up 
•iHlluilf  tmi  of  tiN*  niniap*.  slHHitiii;*  **  let*!  f<»r  ttmrs  sake, 
9tmmr  icr!"  THwrv  uinwt  have  l*ecn  a  lM*artii*iuliii;;  sincx*rity 
in  tlie  tone  of  hi<i  vittir.  for  it  |ii*iK*tnitc*il  to  tlie  mift  comer  of 
m  iMli%T*s  Ii4«firt.  sihI  Ik\  mimhih  tliHtt,  ruitlK^il  t«i  the  ici-liox 
mwA  thffw  (Hit  a  lnn;e  l»l«H*k  «»ii  tin*  |»latfonn  as  tiM*  mail  isi)>Mti| 
Mrt  <4  tin*  Mati«*ii.  Tlmt  tiMtixe  n*f\rivi*«|  no  |9iynM*nt.  aii<l 
k»i*w  lir  r*«iikl  nx*«*ivt*  ih»  |«iuiH-ni.  I  «lHnili|  likr  to  know 
llHit  imti^r.  I  fo'l  tliut  hii*  an|uaintNiic«*  wouki  tlo  any  iiiiin 
Iif4tiiiir,  r%cn  tlK«  tHMHl  Samaritan. 

TIn*  lii«t  lN*ri*  i«  much  piMtcr  tlian  I  aiiti<-i|«ite«l  afti*r  tlie 
^U^  tkt«  kvmliiy— lati*  lN*n\y  nainfnll  in  'Inly  ami  inirly  in 
A«;.«ii«l.  Xiitiin*.  !•••.  Iitt«  (Inriii;;  tin*  hi«t  few  iUiy«  \w%^  en* 
tk^%«rttnnf{  to  a«lmiiii«iiT  to  ii««*lf  n*li«*f  in  iIh*  form  «4  ilusi 
•ml  rain  Monu^.  VeM«'nkijr  aftcrtHM»n  we  •«lli«*«l  forth  from 
J«i^il«l««|  aiatioti  itiiik*r  a  ruttlin^  wihitc  from  a  ilinKt-iM* mn. 
Hm*  rfKTt.  UtwetTT.  of  tlioteatm««»|»lM*ric  «li»turi«iiirt««  vxtcmls 
mrf  l«l  a  ltwtte»l  s|ilii*rr,  ami  l%imllt  \u\%  wA  laaru  a«lmitte«l 
HrfM  tlir  famvfi^  |«vritirta.  Hie  Jii4te  of  ilu«l  is  emisitWraMjr 
I4%«mW  than  tlie  nantiw  U*lt  of  rain  which  fi4k*ws  in  its 
wake.  In  Jactil«il«il  ia<4atcil  iln*|»  fell ;  lait  ten  mik<«  or  «• 
lowaff%U  SiU  we  iropitl  a  nan«>w  srtni•«k*ln|^Hl  tract,  where 
iW  ir«ca  ami  kefiiaiie  were  siiU  glittefin*^  wiUi  moisture  io 
IW  ^m(fis^  wmmAAkm  llMt  Mcvecdrvl  tlie  sCurm. 


On  arrival  at  Sibi  yestenlay  we  were  joined  by  a  very 
vohible  Bclucli  or  lirahui  sanlar,  wlio  represented  that  he  was 
cuUccliny  transport  for  the  Mission,  and  who,  if  his  deeds  were 
at  all  on  a  \yar  with  his  wonls,  had  already  rendered,  and  was 
still  furtlier  likely  to  render,  invaluable  assistance  to  tlie 
Iklission.  He  has  accompanied  us  here,  where  we  found  that 
Sanlar  Yar  Mahomed  Khan,  the  son  of  tlie  late  well-known 
chief  of  the  liolan,  Alluddinah,  had  also  arrived  for  the  jHir- 
pose  of  meeting  Cohmel  IJid'^eway,  who  is  exixxleil  lo  arrive 
licre  (by  s|>ecial  train  from  Jacobalmd)  to-morrow  aliout  day- 
break. One  of  the  in$]>octors  of  i)olice  under  the  lU^Iuchistaii 
A^'cncy  and  the  Tehsildar  of  Sibi  have  also  l»een  deputcil  by 
•Sir  l{nl>crt  Smideman  to  this  place,  for  the  ]»uri»o8o  of  pro- 
mot  iu<;  as  ra)^idly  as  |K>ssible  the  collection  of  carria;;o  for  tlie 
Million.  1  liear  that  1100  cameln  and  2500  loadin^-nipes  are 
actually  present  here — thanks  to  the  excellent  aiul  encr^*lic 
measures  adopted  by  the  liCMitlent  in  IW'luchistan  for  the 
cnllection  of  the  rtMiuinnl  tniiis|Nirt.  It  is  estimated  that  in 
all  1300  camels  will  lie  re<piinMl.  Amidst  so  much  that  is 
excellent,  one  dniwba<*k,  however,  must  not  Ihj  overhjoketl, 
and  that  is,  that  there  are  no  Bulhrhiha}  The  nivalry,  it  is 
true,  have  their  own  ;  but  how  an;  the  humlriMls  of  |iacka;;cs 
of  private  Ini^^^^c,  tents,  mess  stores,  ollice  reconls,  stores  and 
reconls  of  the  Survey,  Intelli;:ence,  Me«lical,  and  Seientilic 
branches,  to  1k3  loadtnl  ?  1  have  n(»t  yet  heanl  that  tlmt 
question  has  receive«l  a  satisfactory  answer.  Hie  arsenals  of 
(juetta  and  Karachi  are  within  cidl ;  but  1  imagine  the  Zhob 
cxi)C<lition,  and  conaefpient  nuivements  in  relief,  have  already 
taxcil  or  will  tax  severi'ly  their  resources. 

In  all  there  are  ei^ht  mendiers  of  the  Mission  ossemblcil 
licro  now,  and  at  present  the  Oovernment  bunpdow,  wiUi  tlie 
aid  of  partial  doubling  u]),  sulliccs  to  licaisc  us  all.  Tlie 
acoonmiodation  for  triNiiis,  liowever,  is  very  limited.  Tlio  200 
men  of  the  lltli  Ikin^l  I^nncHirs  are  acaimmiHlated  in  r  (rriuft, 
or  long  sort  of  shed,  where  at  least  they  obtain  shelter  fnmt  the 
direct  rays  of  the  sun.    Their  horses  are,  of  course,  picketed 

*  AiflfrtoA— «r,  to  «*1(i|>i  Ui«  HuiiieriMi  kiiellinff,  m/i<«— U  a  l«rg«  ViMlifie> 
■bt«i  frfatroog  eoMM  SMttrUl,  iu  (eMrml  im  with  ountb  in  aU  |«rto  U  iukk 
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fai  the  open  air,  as  al«o  are  many  ot  thoee  belonpnpr  to  the 
ottcera  c^  the  Miiaion.  Beaklea  a  nnmlier  of  lionca  Uiat  ar* 
riwl  pfenoaaljr,  and  the  liomeii  ami  ponies  that  hare  been 
oollecleJ  here  nmler  Sir  R  Kunclenuin'a  onlen  f or  the  tiao 
of  the  derica,  mtinaliia,  and  other  rnilioffiliiiatea  of  the  Hie- 
efam,  to  each  of  whom  (tovemiiient  lias  presented  an  ontfit 
allowance  of  lU.  500  and  a  steed  of  sorts,  some  35  horses 
nrfired  this  afternoon  witli  tents  and  tither  stores  of  the 
Mission  in  a  train  umler  tlie  cliar|;e  of  Itesmldar*Mi^|or 
llaha-nd-din  Khan  of  tlie  Central  Imlia  Hone,  and  Suliadar 
UalMMPed  Hosain  Klian  of  tlie  2d  Siklis,  native  niiaeki$ 
ipanjring  tlie  l^fiMiion*  The  only  otlier  native  nitnckd 
is  8ardar  Sher  Ahnied  Kluin,  an  Kxtra  Assistant  (*om- 
in  tlie  l*anjali.  and  a  son  of  tlie  present  (tciv- 
ernnr  of  KAndaliar.  He  di^l  tlie  Ctovemmcnt  |«noil  service 
at  Kahnl  in  1879-80,  and  found  it  convenient  to  witlidniw 
to  India  when  his  ooosin,  tlie  present  Amir,  SM^ended  tlie 
limine. 

The  detacliment  11th  llenpil  liincer^  will  prolmhly  march 
lOHBOfTow  morning  ffir  Mach, — tlie  wisest  course  they  can 
fMirsnc;  eonsiiiering  tlie  heat  and  tlie  meep^  Aoc(imni<idatioii 
for  nuui  ami  beast — accommndiitiim  tliat  will  daily  grow  more 
liauled  as  the  vahmis  cominment  |iart4  of  tlie  Mission  con* 
giepite  hers.  There  is  no  difticttlty  aUnit  forage,  f«»r  any 
of  grass  can  be  oUaincvl  in  tlie  sumMinding  jungle 
laml  for  tlie  cutting.  Hut  the  fact  is,  there  is 
no  work  for  the  cavalry  hers,  csfiecially  now  tliat  we  exficct 
the  arfivml  of  a  detachment  of  infantry  in  a  day  c>r  twii.  Tliis 
■Mwrning  early,  as  we  were  sitting  together  over  our  tkcim* 
kmMn  (early  breakfastX  a  telegram,  addressed  to  a  mythical 
nanml  "ti  &  O..  Kindlif  was  brought  up.  Tlie 
prsseat  considered  that  nnder  the  ctrcumstAnces, 
asd  in  fnithcranee  of  the  interests  of  Government  it  was 
his  Arty  to  take  npon  himself  the  dignity  snd  duties  of 
thai  oSciaL  and  openeil  that  telegram.  Accordingly  it  was 
ersMdv  and  H  stated  that  240  bayoncU  of  the  20th  Psigab 
InfanCiy  had  hess  dtrsded  to  start  from  JuUnndsr  without 
May*  mm!  ssifhl  he  expeeled  here  in  two  or  three  daysw    The 
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receipt  of  this  news  was  greeted  with  a  ^iieral  exprcssicm  of 
sntisfnctioii,  es^xicially  on  tlie  iHirt  of  the  cavaliy.  It  does 
indeed  Appear  matter  f«)r  congratulation  that  Govemnieut 
has  deemed  it  advisable  to  rescind  its  previous  determinatioii. 
It  docs  not  seem  within  the  bounds  of  possibility  tliat  a  small 
Ixxly  of  cavalry  could  march  the  greater  i>art  of  the  day  (or 
the  best  part  of  the  night  as  the  case  may  be),  performing 
the  duties  of  a  baggage  and  rear  gnanl,  and  when  at  tlie  lialt 
furnishing  all  the  sentries  required  by  a  camp  oontaiuing 
at  least  1000  souls,  and  at  the  same  time  attend  to  tlieir 
horses,  anns,  accoutrements,  and  saddlery,  and  pcrfonu  all 
the  other  duties  apiicrtaiiiing  to  the  daily  routine  of  a  cavalry 
soldier.  Tlie  conveyance  of  the  infantry  over  the  strip 
of  waterless  desert  —  50  miles  brood  —  wliich  is  situated 
lictween  Nushki  and  the  Hclmund,  is  a  matter  for  which  due 
provision  must  be  made.  There  seems,  however,  nothing  to 
prevent  their  being  conveyed  across  on  camels,  provided  tlie 
camels  are  forthcoming.  I  am  informed  tliat  the  subjects  of 
Azad  Khan  of  Kharan  (from  whom  camels  for  tlie  Commission 
niight  be  obtaine<l)  are  in  the  habit  of  raiding  into  Sciatan 
and  other  equally  distant  districts,  mounted,  not  on  lioraes, 
but  on  camels.  In  their  case  sixxid  is  no  great  object,  for  the 
lxx)ty  they  carry  ofT  consists  of  herds  and  Hocks — a  s])ocie8  of 
plunder  that  cannot  be  taken  off  at  a  gallop.  Similarly,  in 
the  conveyance  of  the  infantry  across  the  desert,  no  undue 
haste  is  necessary.  Any  camel  could  carry  a  man  50  miles  in 
fifteen  hours,  and  consec|uently  the  infantry  can  Ijo  conveyed 
across  this  strip  of  desert  in  a  single  night.  What  more  ia 
needed  ?  Every  man,  of  course,  will  carry  water  for  himself 
in  such  vessel  as  he  possesses,  and  puckali  camels  will  suppljr 
the  rest  I  hear  that  a  numl)er  of  mules  are  expected  to 
arrive  shortly  by  rail:  they  are  doubtless  intended  for  the 
carriage  of  ammunition,  hospital  panniers,  and  such  other 
stores  as  must  not  be  allowed  to  lag  behind.  I  doubt  the 
ad\i8ability  of  taking  a  large  number  of  mules  in  a  country 
where  scarcity  of  fodder  and  water  is  anticipated.  A  camel 
will  make  an  excellent  meal  on  thorns,  but  a  mule  ia  par- 
ticularly delicate  on  the  subject  of  food  and  water. 
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It  b  propcucd.  if  pomlile,  to  «voiil  pitching  the  camp  here 
in  mnj  rcjnthur  fonii.  I  am  <iis|io«cd  to  cloabi  the  adviialiil- 
tty  of  inch  r  \>c\\cy.  lliitiuin  nntare,  wliother  it  be  in  tlie 
fnfripi,  militafjT,  sun'ey,  iiK«<licfil,  or  acicntiBc  hnuiches  of 
the  eerriee,  cloet  not  ituiitmirr  accommoilato  itself  to  a  ooixli- 
lintt  of  thing*  tlmt  is  eitlier  entirely  foreign  to  it,  or  from 
vhich  It  hat  been  c^tmn^rctl  for  smue  time  (last.  For  tliat 
WMiwi  I  certatnljr  think  tliat  if  tlie  camp  be  not  regubirly 
pitcheil.  ererj  man  wlm  Ima  his  tents  unlocked,  and  pitclied, 
a»l  Imrritd,  ami  repacked  at  least  once  liefore  we  march  to 
Kamdihini,  is  a  sensible  felbiw.  It  was  with  tliis  view  that 
I  this  morning  din*cteil  my  butler,  who  speaks  only  Marathi 
or  llimlnstani,  ami  three  rsthans  wlnnu  I  engage<l  for  camp* 
work,  ami  wlio  s|icak  only  P^^rnian  ami  Tuslitu,  to  pitch  my 
lentSL  I  lia^l  been  sitting  writing  c|iiietly  for  fully  an  hour 
when  the  auuml  t»f  angry  voici*ii  bn*ke  on  my  car.  I  recog. 
»ite«l  tlie  gmir  tones  of  tlie  Tntlians  and  the  more  treble 
antes  c»f  tlte  Himln.  I  went  mit,  A  rery  lialiel  of  timgucs 
^■^M  P*^^  <N>*  with  which  I  intermingletl  a  few  cofnments  in  a 
alyle  of  English  that  is  not  pnierally  classcil  as  "  tlie  Queen's." 
For  I  asrertaineil  tliat  tlie  f«mr  worthies  lietween  them  luid 
m  tine  honr  so  far  pmgresse«l  in  tlie  art  of  tent-pitching  as  to 
ftx  in  the  gnmnd  Umr  pegs*  tie  four  ro|ies  to  tliem,  and  break 
an  npright  fiok  slnfrt  off  at  tlie  head.  lU^ing  calmed  tlie 
var  of  nnknown  tongues,  and  myself  too,  I  explaiiii«<l  to  tliem 
that  thongh  prerention  is  biHter  than  cum,  still  wlien  a  casa 
has  eiccvded  the  bonnda  of  pre%*ention,  aire,  and  not  mutnal 
wcfwntnatMWi.  especially  in  the  language  of  llabel,  is  the  best 
coma  lo  follow.  Ko  I  sent  them  off  to  the  baiaar  for  a  new 
Waboo  and  an  imomith  to  fit  it,  and  instructions  not  to 
ti—Ua  MM  any  »ors  in  the  matter.  I  only  wish  I  may  not 
kafw  any  man  ttonUo  abont  that  pole.  Howevar,  wbetlier 
tW  CBsp  bo  pitdMHl  here  or  not,  it  ia  propoaed  to  move  to 
itmk  aa  aoa«  as  poasible,  and  pitch  it  thero  on  a  systematic 
▲l  pf«Ba0t  nttther  the  data  of  onr  departure  from 
mm  tlia  data  on  which  we  are  likely  to  march  from 
Mnrfc,  ia  iaod  witli  any  degree  of  eartainty.  It  ia  poasibla 
thai  mmn  m^  bo  known  when  Colonel  Kidgaway  arriraa  to- 
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morrow;  but  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  the  two  wonls 
"  tnin8{)ort  "  and  "  loading;  gear  "  contain  the  key  to  our 
movements — t.r.,  until  we  have  Iwth  in  suniciency  wc  can- 
not move,  and  as  yet  we  have  neither.  Our  route  from  Macli, 
ns  at  present  proposed,  is  vid  Mustun^;  to  Nushki,  and  thence 
north  of  the  rtmtes  followed  by  General  Sir  C  ^lac^^ivgor 
and  Captain  I/)ckwootl,  strai'^ht  to  a  i)oint  on  the  UelmuiMl» 
scmie  30  or  40  miles  north-ea5(t  of  Kudlmr.  However^  I 
believe  that  as  yet  no  route  has  lieen  definitely  decided  on. 
The  selection  will  be  base<l  on  the  rcjiorts  sent  in  bj 
Captain  Maitland  and  Mr  Barnes,  who  are  out  beyond 
Kusliki  collecting  supplies  and  infonnation. 

A  tofUfa  (light  dog-cart)  has  been  ordereil  to  l»e  in  reailiuem 
for  Colonel  Kidgeway  on  his  arrival,  and  lie  will  leave  at  once 
for  Quctta.  As  I  write  at  this  moment  (5  p.m.)  another  heavy 
dust-storm  is  careering  along.  No  diHirs  or  windows  am  keep 
out  the  imimlpahle  dust  that  it  drives  along.  Why  did  not 
Nature  decree  that  the  niin  that  usually  follows  should  ]ire- 
cede  it  ?  Twere  more  rational  surely.  Captain  Yate,  Lieut. 
Talbot,  and  Dr  Owen,  have  been  busy  unloading  horses,  tents, 
and  survey  stores  all  tlie  afternoon.  It  is  terribly  tr}'ing  work 
reiuaining  out  long  in  tlie  sun.  The  coolness  and  sliadc  of  a 
dust-storm  are  even  welcome  as  a  protection  from  thoM 
munlerous  rays.  It  seems  lianlly  creilible  to  those  who  do 
not  know  Upper  Sind  and  the  Tanjab  fnmtier,  that  on  ono 
of  these  scorching  days  a  man  will  welcome  the  advent  of  a 
dust-storm,  and  go  out  in  the  wliirling  dust  tliat  he  may  feel 
the  delicious  coolness  of  the  breeze  that  accom|)anie8  it. 
Already  complaints  are  made  that  some  of  the  cases  of  stores 
are  too  large  even  to  load  on  camels,  and  that  such  being  the 
case,  the  transport  will  break  down.  I  am  certainly  at  a  loss 
to  understand  how  the  naturalist  of  tlie  party  proposes  to 
carry  and  utilise  the  contents  of  the  numerous  large  cases 
which  I  see  labelled  as  for  his  use.  Indeed,  not  a  few  hints 
are  being  let  fall  tliat  the  greater  part  of  these  cases  will 
never  be  opened  by  scientific  hands,  but  by  those  of  the 
rapacioiis  Beluch  or  Patluin,  whose  eyes  will  grow  round  with 
amawment  as  he  snnreys  the  mysterious  contents.     One 
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hopM  tlMt.  if  nch  In  the  cue.  thoM  fnebooten  tuay  U 
I— plwl  to  tfj  a  mMl  otr  KTseniol  pMta. 

UStfttmitr. 
JtUior  Hit),  R.F^  the  ttMil  of  tlie  Surrey  iMrtjr,  and  Dr 
AitduMB.  tlw  MUnnlut  and  bntaniit  accniii|ianxing  the 
MiarinM,  arrivwl  lata  kit  evening.  After  iIm  diiat-atenn  in 
the  aftefBoaa  a  li^t  dropptnf*  lain  oomnMnced,  ami  continued 
tin  lata  at  iii]H>t.  "xi  tltankful  indeed  we  were  for  it,  sitKC  it 
caaand  aa  a  cnol  niRlit.  I  would  tliat  it  could  alao  hare 
a— wad  aa  a  natfnl  nifdit.  hat  that  waa  bo|ielMa.  Shorll/ 
•ft«r  midniftht  Iba  lllh  I)en;»t  Ltncera  licgan  to  prepare  for 
Ihair  aMirli  to  Kuwlilani,  and  till  3  kJL  the  roara,  HKnta.  and 
i:ran(B  ol  the  camela  and  tlie  slmata  uf  tlie  men  mnlered 
an^  bat  itfal  •natrltra  of  tluiuber  iiupnauldo.  At  laat  tlie 
ailesea  of  night  regained  its  iwajr,  and  loand  aWp  cluae<l  our 
afelida,  hot  not  (or  long.  Almit  4  A.M.  the  •onitds  of  Mvpa 
aad  voicea  betokened  the  arrivnl  of  Colonel  Itid^^ewaj  kimI 
Ua  futj.  After  that,  all  idea  of  further  alcep  waa  ruii;;nc>L 
CdoMl  lEidjnwajr  did  not  ulaj  hmger  tliau  waa  ncccMoiy  to 
aanrttaiB  Iww  tlie  ptn^iuiin  nf  tranapoit  waa  prn|{rea*in}^  and 
lo  imme  iMrtractions  fna  ita  odlection,  and  the  deapatcli  of  all 
atena,  Iwstafie-  and  follnwen  witltout  delay  to  Macli.  Tha 
affcara  of  each  tlepartncnt  will,  a*  aoon  ai  thcjr  luvc  received 
thnr  tcau  and  atorea,  and  collected  their  eaUti)  tali  men!  ■, 
■o*w  (orwanl  up  tha  llolan.  CapUin  Vate  has  hia  hamla 
Ml,  diMritwling  tent*,  and  handing  over  More*  and  traiuport 
la  aarh  iwliridaal  and  department ;  awl  aa  such  work  can 
aalj  ha  doaa  in  tha  open  air,  no  one  enviea  him  hia  anlnooa 
taafc.  Uoreonr,  the  pancitj  of  handa  available  I«r  ihia  work 
ia  •  aeriewe  aowree  of  ilelaf .  At  preaeat  tha  MTvicea  of  aocna 
twiy  kOowara  ol  tha  Sorvey  Department  afeoa  are  procni^ 
•Ue.  tha  paUie  foOoware  of  other  Iranchaa  of  the  Uimiaa 
H(  haviag  anivad  jtL  Tha  burden  ol  toil  and  heat  raaU 
H(  mmA  leaa  heavily  oa  the  oSccn  of  the  vaiioos  depait- 
■aala  who  an  taking  ever  tanta  and  ateaaa. 

The  eanlry  aaaM  lo  have  Holan  a  much  aa  the  iraMport 
MlfciiHiii  h  iha  4«d  of  aight.  Car  thay  have  w«Ih«l  off 
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with  no  less  than  192  camels  for  200  men,  and  such  a 
proportion  is  not  exactly  in  accordance  with  the  familiar 
Kabul  scale.  By  the  by,  Colonel  Bidgcway  on  arrival 
found  a  telegram  awaiting  him,  stating  that  the  headquarters 
and  100  additional  sabres  of  the  11th  Ikngal  Lancers  were 
under  orders  to  accompany  the  Mission ;  and  in  accordance 
with  a  suggestion  made  in  the  same  telegram,  the  band  of  the 
regiment  has  been  asked  for. 

It  is  estimated  now  that  at  least  300  camels  are  neces- 
snry  to  complete  tlie  transport  rcr|uired  for  the  use  of  the 
Mission.  Apparently  the  intcr>'iew  of  Sardar  Yar  Mahomed 
Khan  with  Colonel  Kidgeway  was  not  attended  with  any 
satisfactory  results.  Tlie  voluble  Bcluch  to  whom  I  have 
alluded  previously,  when  asked  how  many  more  camels  he 
could  supply  within  three  days,  had  nothing  to  offer  but 
empty  long-winded  phrases.  A  new  camel  contractor,  by 
name  Larinda  Kiian,  is  exiicctcd  to  arrive  with  Migor  Kind, 
and  it  is  hoixnl  tliat  he,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Tehsildar 
of  Sibt,  will  collect  the  required  number  of  camels  in  three 
or  four  days.  Anyhow,  a  little  com]»etition  will  tend  to 
smarten  up  all  parties.  The  Sur>'cy  branch  hojio  to  move 
on  to-morrow  night,  and  perha]»s  also  the  dispensary  under 
I>r  Owen,  and  tlie  natural  science  deimrtnient  under  Dr 
Aitcliison.  Tlie  last-nametl  department  alone  requires  20 
camels  for  its  stores.  Owing  to  the  increase  in  the  escort, 
an  increase  will  also  be  made  in  the  staff  and  stores  of  the 
medical  branch,  and  all  this  means  extra  transport  Major 
I^ind  is  procuring  500  sulleetahs,  but  the  rest  of  the  load- 
ing must  be  done  with  ropes  alone.  Each  officer  of  tlie 
Mission  is  to  lie  allowed  three  camels  for  his  private  baggage, 
but  it  is  not  certain  whether  that  is  meant  to  include  tents  or 
not.  When  I  look  at  Uie  piles  of  tents,  mess-stores,  to$hak- 
hana  (treasure)  cases,  sur\'ey,  geological,  medical,  and  scientific 
appliances  lying  on  the  railway  platform,  or  stowed  in  the 
verandalis  and  rooms  of  the  ddk  bungalow,  I  can  only  breathe 
a  hope  that  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  cut  down  the  proposed 
allowance  of  private  transport 

Several  of  the  native  aUaeKi$  of  the  Mission,  of  whom 
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there  are  aitie  in  all,  arrived  ycstenlajr ;  ntnoii;;  otheni,  Sanlnr 
Xlabooied  AftUin  Klian,  CotumaiKUitit  of  tlie  Kliailiar  Joiail* 
clua;  Khan  llaba  Klian,  Extm  Assistant  ComtiiiMioner  of 
tW  l^uijab;  Mirza  Gliulam  Ahmed,  ami  ISessaldar-MAJor  Ma- 
hcwtil  Ifttsain  Klian,  7tlt  Deii^^nl  Ca%'alry.  Mirza  Cfhnlam 
AIirmU  aoemnpanieil  the  Scislati  Comuiissiou  of  1872.  All 
tlieaa  ^itmk/t  Imvo  been  proviilod  hy  Government  witli  vtrj 
pMMl  tents  nf  the  Kashmir  or  Swiss-cotta;«e  (lattem,  ami  jhUm 
9Ln  also  stip|»lied  for  tlieir  8er\'Ants.  All  the  Knglish  mem* 
lirrs  ol  tlie  Missi«m  lia\'e  licen  titteil  mit  with  Kashmir  tents^ 
240  lU.  in  wei;:lit ;  while  for  tlie  use  of  tlie  llritish  Commis- 
sMNier  ami  tlie  mess  on  tlie  frontier,  large  hill  ami  cluulJe- 
polrvl  tents  and  iknminitnA»  htkvt  lieen  |»nicttrctL  Xor  luis  an 
mlrf|ttate  snitfily  of  mess  furniture  lieen  overtookctL  It  was 
cifipnallj  intemletl  tliat  tlie  lieavy  camp  and  stores,  whidi 
wcmlil  noi  1«  re«|uired  till  tite  Mission  rcoclies  the  frontier, 
abonlil  1«  sent  rul  Kamliiluir  and  Farah  umlcr  an  escort 
fnfuislinl  hj  tlie  Amir.  Tliat  fdan  luis  now  U*en  alniMUHied, 
and  ererxUiing  will  travel  ri4  Xunhki  and  Svistan.  It  is 
lKi|«d  that  two  ol  llertlNm's  colhipsible  loats  will  arrivo 
ffnw  lloinl«ij  in  time  to  be  taken  with  tlie  Mission.  Titers 
is  snms  dillrrFOce  of  o|iinion  as  to  the  |Hirpose  for  which 
tkfty  mn  ivnllj  inteode«l.  but  it  is  pmeralljr  agreed  that  tliejr 
will  be  naeful  if  we  get  anj  gooil  duck-sliooCing  on  tlie  Hel* 
■rami  or  Tejend,  Oxns  or  Murgliab.  Sliould,  tlierefore, 
need  oblige  us  to  aliamlon  some  stores  in  the  path- 
the  ctdlapstble  boats  must  not  be  lightljr  fiaited 
wick  It  would  be  better  were  tIte  scientilic  branch  asked 
lo  aactiiee  Ha  oonntleaa  reams  of  blotting-paper.  Wliat 
wmld  tlm  nnmarl  do  with  it  ?  Would  iu  felt  texture  tempi 
Mm  10  moko  a  lAiOm  of  it  ?  It  would  be  a  coUapatblo 
tAiiU  alter  tho  inl  taU  of  rain  I 

Colonel  Kidgewuj  left  here  for  Quetu  by  Um^  aljoul 
7  MJL  lUiof  Uind  and  Mr  Mark  are  expected  to  arrira 
to*daj  or  t«*mofffmr.  Capuin  Yate  liaa  l««n  plaeeil  in 
dmiys  of  tha  cump  until  Cokmol  Uidgtwiqr  r^im,  ami  will 
alqr  hifu  till  all  I  iggigi  mm!  Mlowisa  hava  airivud  and  beou 
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ZdSqpUmher. 

Tlie  following  arrivals  have  taken  place  in  the  last  forty-eight 
hours :  244  rifles  of  the  20th  Panjah  Infantr}%  with  five  native 
officers,  under  Major  lilciklcjohn,  acconipanieil  by  Captain 
Cotton  and  Lieutenant  Kawlins ;  ^fr  Merk,  Personal  Assistant 
to  Colonel  Eidgeway;  Captain  Gore,  of  the  Survey;  Major  Rind, 
Assistant  Commissary-General;  and  Lieutenant  Ihinie,  23d 
Pioneers,  in  charge  of  transport  All  the  commissariat  stores 
and  a  section  of  a  field-hospital,  with  aliout  150  kah/trs,^  have 
also  arrived.  Altogether  the  numlier  of  puMic  and  private 
followers  who  are  to  accompany  the  Mission  has  now  licen 
swelletl  to  aljout  000.  To  house  them,  little  gr«>nps  of  tents 
have  sprung  up  here  and  there  around  the  railway  station,  and 
an  air  of  camp  pervaclcs  the  place,  not,  however,  bearing  the 
stamp  of  militar}'  precision.  Ihit  at  present  there  is  no  sfiecial 
call  for  rectangidar  regularity.  Kazi  Mahonietl  Aslam  Khan 
and  Azizullah  Khan,  two  of  the  native  aftarht^s,  have  also 
arrived.  Of  the  first  named,  the  only  thing  worthy  of  n<»te 
that  I  have  hcanl  is  that,  presuming  on  the  generosity  of  a 
Government  which  had  already  supplied  him  with  two  tunts, 
a  horse,  a  chair,  a  table,  and  Ks.  500,  ho  went  to  the  oflicer  in 
charge  of  the  Mission  camp  aiul  ask<!<l  whether  (lovernmcnt 
would  not  also  supply  him  with  a  chnrpoy}  Tlie  oltioer  rc- 
ferre«l  to  is  an  official  of  i>erhapH  more  than  usual  forliearancc, 
but  on  this  occasion  his  reply  was  couche<l  in  terms  of  more 
than  usual  expressiveness. 

The  career  of  Jemailar  Azizullab  Khan  during  the  |xist 
seven  or  eiglit  years  is  sulliciently  checkere<l  and  curious  to 
merit  re^xitition.  Ix>nl  lUandfonl  (now  Duke  of  Marlliorough), 
when  travelling  in  India,  took  a  fancy  to  him,  and  took  him 
with  him  all  round  the  worM,  and  finally  to  England.  Fmnt 
I>)nl  niandford*s  8er%'ice  he  itasscil  into  that  of  H.K.H.  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  with  whom  he  remained  for  two  years.  In 
1H78  ho  went  to  Turkey,  and  U'ing  apiiointed  a  lieutenant  in 
the  Sultfin's  army,  was  in  Kara  thnaighout  the  siegi*.  For  liis 
scr\*icc8  during  that  war  he  received  a  me«lal  and  the  Ctli 

I  A  knhtnr  U  %  iitreich«r*li«*Amr  tir  cMri«r  M  Kick. 
*  O^Tfof  if  an  liKlimi  \m\. 
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of  the  Order  of  Uie  Me^jidie.  From  Turkey  he  ro- 
tsroed  to  India,  and  Mnn  appointetl  a  jcuuifkur  in  tlie  5tli 
ni^jdb  Cavalry,  •or%*ed  with  that  re^iuM^nt  daring  Uie  late 
At$fimn  war,  receiving  the  medal  with  clasp  for  Charasia. 
Tnmk  the  5th  he  went  to  the  IVugab  police,  and  now  lie 
ia  lokl  off  to  aoooropanjr  the  Afghan  Frontier  Demarcation 
CoMttiiteton,  though  in  what  capacity  ia  not  clearly  define«l. 
A  itrange  oaraer,  but  too  akin  to  that  of  the  rolling  stone 
He  does  not  seem  to  liave  gathere<l  much  moes. 

The  solntiou  of  tlie  question  of  transport  still  presents  con- 
•iilefable  diflicaltaei,  which  the  increase  in  the  strength  of  the 
•scoft  has  not  tcmted  to  ilecroasa  Tlicro  are  1100  camels 
hers  now,  and  200  more  on  their  way  down  the  pass,  but  it  is 
esUMateil  tlMt  not  less  tlian  1600  arc  requirc<l  to  convey  tlie 
MiasinQ  from  here  to  Mach,  ami  wlionce  300  extra  camels  are 
to  l«  pmcnroil  no  one  at  pcesent  knows.  In  tlie  meantime,  tlie 
heavy  eamp  tents  were  sent  off  last  night  Inailed  on  80  camels, 
aail  orlers  liave  Item  is»aeil  tlmt  c%*ery  cv>r|M,  ilcparttiient.  and 
faidtvidnal  is  to  move  to  WncU  as  soon  as  possible.  With 
this  view  the  officer  in  cliarge  of  tlie  ]kItsKion  camp  is  issuing 
the  light  camp  tents  ami  camp  funiituro,  and  tlie  commit 
sariat  ollicrr  diiarilMitiii^  to  followers  warm  clotltiiig;  nml 
each  pafly,  wlienevrr  it  is  complctly  cquipiwd,  will  get  umlcr 
way.  News  lias  jiut  Unm  rcceivc«l  fnHii  I'aiitiiin  )tnitlaiid 
a»d  Mr  flames  at  Xujdiki.  The  former  reports  tluit.  pmvidc«l 
the  Mim«in  ran  collert  sufhricnt  trsnqiort  to  c«in%'ey  it  to 
Kn^ikt,  all  will  lie  well,  as  lie  experts  to  lie  able  to  assemble 
tWte  a  naml«r  of  s|«ue  camrU.  Tlie  prwnt  dilhculty  of 
•hcaining  tran«port  in  due  to  the  Xhob  ex|ieiliti(m.  A  n*|iort 
••  the  mail  fmoi  I*anjpni  to  Xufthki  has  lieen  sent  in  to 
("inloMel  Uiilgeway,  ami  on  the  28th  ultimo  tlie  aliove-named 
siluis  wete  to  start  fmm  Nusliki  towanls  tlie  Helmuml,  to 
ie|iafft  en  tlie  mail  ami  supplies  of  forage  and  water.  Wlien 
is  IS  omsidcrtd  that  tlie  Missioo  camp  will  comprise  not  leas 
limn  1600  humaa  anula  ami  600  horses  ami  mulca,aml  tluit  to 
Om  hasi  of  enr  pcesent  knowMga  a  tract  of  desert,  over  200 
tn  hfsmHIi,  during  the  but  50  miles  of  which  water  is 
fwcwable,  has  to  be  crosaad,  it  is  obvious  that  such  a 
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route  should  not  be  attempted  without  previous  reooniuiis- 

sance. 

One  of  the  most  intricate  eruces  tliat  is  at  present  taxing 
the  ingenuity  of  Uie  transport  officers  of  the  Mission  is  how 
to  convey  the  flag-staff  to  the  frontier.  It  is  a  solid  and 
weighty  structure  in  three  pieces,  each  about  16  feet  long, 
so  that  the  whole,  when  erected,  will  be  about  45  feet  high. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  we  shall  experience  no  revival  of  the  "  flag 
question"  which  proved  such  an  annoyance  to  Sir  Fred. 
Cioldsmid  on  the  Seistan  Boundary  Commission.  I  must  not 
omit  to  mention  another  imjMrtant  member  of  the  Mission — 
viz.,  the  lUill-dog  that  will  keep  watch  at  Uie  foot  of  the  lirit- 
i.sh  flag-stafl*.  Such  a  guardian  may  be  necessar}*,  if  it  be 
true,  as  some  suggest,  that  the  British  Lion  will  not  be  sent 
to  support  the  Mission. 

The  veil  of  diflicultics  and  delay  is  lifting,  and  a  Inighter 
horizcm  looms  licfore  us.  The  indofatignble  Tchsildnr  of 
Sibi,  to  whom  1h3  given  all  praise  that  is  his  due,  brouglit  in 
124  camels  this  morning,  and  reports  that  180  more  camels 
and  GO  donkeys  arc  on  the  way  hither.  Tlicre  is  good  reason 
now  to  ho]>c  that  the  night  of  the  8th  will  see  the  last  of 
us  out  of  Kindli.  The  Sur\'ey  )mrty  and  l>r  Aitchison 
with  his  establishment  left  here  on  the  night  of  the  M,  ami 
were  followeil  last  night  by  three  comjwinies  of  the  20th 
Tanjab  Infantr}',  one  company  remaining  here  fur  gimrd 
duties.  Captain  IVaccicke,  U.K.,  <»f  the  Intelligence  branch, 
and  G4  sabres  of  the  11th  IW^ngal  lancers  under  Lieu* 
tenant  Wright,  arrived  this  morning.  The  remainder  of  Uio 
11th  Ikingal  Lancers,  with  Odoncl  Prinsep  and  Lieutenant 
licatson,  arc  ex|)ected  here  to-morrow.  Tlie  100  additional 
sabres  of  the  llth  Iksngal  lancers  now  arriving  will  be 
^  sent  iMick  if  the  infantry  succeed  in  crossing  the  desert. 
It  is  pro|X)se<l,  if  |)ossible,  to  des|)atch  tliis  evening  for  Quetta 
600  or  700  camel-loads  of  mess  and  commissariat  stores. 
I  Hy  the  by,  a  telegram  was  received  yesterday  from  Colonel 
{  Ridgeway  directing  that  tlie  camp  be  formed  at  Quetta,  and 
not  at  Mach.     Die  fact  is,  that  Uie  ]k)ml)ay  aimmissariat 
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tiepni  At  QueCU  luul  fH\\y  thrown  ono  day's  supplies  for  tlia 
estinuUeil  strcn^rth  of  the  Mimon  into  each  station  in  tlio 
Ikilan  IViss,  mn*\  conscqncntlr  the  ileiention  of  any  portion  of 
Uw  ^IiMitw,  far  less  the  wlmle,  at  ]klach  for  more  tlian  one 
cky  became  imiioa^Me.  Tlie  snccess  of  Uie  Tolisikbir  of  Sibi 
in  oiiCaininK  this  extra  tnins|iort  is  most  op|iortune.  Owing 
to  the  Z\mh  expe<lition»  every  avoiUble  ouinial,  fn>in  a  camel 
lo  a  (Sonkej,  in  or  anmnd  Qnctto,  luis  been  Imu^ht  or  hired, 
coosef|itently  it  is  not  snrprisin;:  that  Colonel  Hiilgoway 
jreslmlay  tele^rraplicd  that  he  could  m*imI  no  nioro  transport 
frnm  Qneita,  and  tliat  the  ]kti«ion  must  tlo  the  best  it  could 
with  tlie  l:tO0  canioh  nirrady  pn>viilcil  f«>r  it  Such  bein^ 
Uie  cafle,  tlie  course  tluit  wa^  yc^stcnlny  cvenin;;  deemeil  tlie 
only  oiic  ffa«ihle  was  to  k*ave  here  all  such  mess  ami  com* 
mimariat  ston*s  as  w«Hihl  mK  U*  n^|uiru«l  till  the  frontier  was 
fmchcil,  t«i  lie  conveyc«|  riVI  Kamlaliar  to  llrrat  by  Klnira- 
san  carrtrrs.  Tlii«  la^t  aiklition,  Iniwcvcr,  Iiaa.  it  is  liopeil, 
amnotlicil  away  all  hiiMlrnnces.  If  indy  the  Minsion  can 
irarb  QuHta,  sufficient  transport  can  be  in  tlie  meantime 
eolb^dl  tlien*  for  the  onwanl  j<Mimcy.  Of  the  mmela  now 
at  tlie  diA|ififial  of  tlie  Min^ioti,  a  bnyo  numlier  lielons  to  a 
llrahui  nrntmctivr.  namt<«l  Ata  MnlH»iiK*«l,  wIhim«  doe«ls  will 
bear  no  omifiariwth  with  his  wonl«.  II i^  cnmcU  ply  only 
lM*iwc>i*n  licft*  ami  t^*tta.  Sonlar  Vsr  Mnlnimc*!  Klian  came 
down  hrfe  with  him  cMtrnniUly  to  fi«fii«t  the  ]kf  iMi«in ;  Imt  so 
far  as  ht<i  fulfilment  of  tliat  duly  is  r(mc«*ni<M|,  ho  mi^it  as 
wril  liave  staynl  in  his  native  wililii.  He  in  i|uite  ready  to 
sell  snyliiMly  a  Ik*litch  mare  at  an  exorbitant  pricf.  ami  it 
is  pnasibly  with  tliat  t^ijt^ii  in  \i4*w  tluit  lie  iM|unts  for  hours 
daily  in  the  vrramlah  of  the  *i4l  l*unpilow,  surroumleil  by 
ftaitWtcfl  ami  prrfumeil  <tn  sooUi.  ton  hi;:hly  fierfunieil) 
n0MmenL  Moot  uf  um  here  are  much  t«M}  busy  to  have  any 
apart  time  to  devuCe  U*  •mall -talk  with  him,  even  if  lie  poa* 
aeaaed  any  taten^nj;  c|iialitica  or  fMiwcn  of  con\*efiatioii. 
MUvmg  eoow^  hints,  tmleeil,  lie  roccives  tliat  his  room  would 
be  mofe  arelcome  than  his  company,  but  they  fall  unheeded 
aa  ilm  iftaately  dull  or  wilfully  dense  tympanum  of  hia  mind. 
Haapffw.  AU  MahoMad  ia  kaa  aubicct,  and  AU  Mahomed'a 
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500  camels  are  essential  now  to  Govcrnnient,  and  so  the 
little  foibles  of  both  him  and  his  master  must  be  viewed 
with  an  indulgent  eye.  Tlie  other  camel  contractor  here  is 
one  Abdullah  Khan  Nasiri,  of  tlie  Povindah  tribe,  who  lioa 
been  settled  at  QuettA  for  some  years.  His  900  camels 
arc  to  go  all  the  way  with  us  to  the  frontier,  and  his  pet 
little  game  is  to  load  two  maunds  on  a  camel  that  ought 
to  carry  five.  However,  he  was  caught  red-handed,  and 
successfully  thwarted  by  the  vigilance  of  the  officer  super- 
intending the  despatch  of  the  hca\y  camp  oqui^Hige,  and  he 
will  prol»ably  tr}*  some  new  artiHco  with  the  next  batch  that 
he  sends  off.  I  hear  that  Crovernment  has  contracted  to  pay 
liS.  35  monthly  for  each  of  these  camels. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  7^  dogs  of  this  neigh* 
bourhood  cannot  Ik)  impressed  and  utilised  as  transport. 
At  present  they  lurk  by  the  wayside  and  waylay  the  unwary 
f(X)tstcps  of  the  horscmnn,  or  pounce  out  from  behind  on 
any  strange  dog  that  passes  by.  Such  unprovoked  assaults 
necessarily  incite  the  owner  to  assist  and  defend  his  canine 
follower.  A  native  of  the  Low  Countries  would  promptly 
harness  these  vicious  and  cowanlly  brutes  to  a  little  cart, 
and  make  each  drag  his  maiind  or  so.  Tlicso  dogs  arc  but 
one  of  the  many  evils  of  Kindli.  As  a  token  of  the  heat^ 
I  may  mention  that  the  thennometer  now  (3  P.M.)  stands  at 
102}''  in  my  room.  Imagine  what  it  is  to  be  out  all  day 
in  the  sun  I  As  for  the  tlies,  they  worry  from  mom  to  night. 
(Tliey  rouse  you  from  your  well-earned  re-st  at  daybreak,  and 
they  leave  you  in  i^eaco  only  when  the  shades  of  night  are 
falling.  And  when  their  innings  is  over,  the  sand-Hies  go  in 
at  you  ;  and  ha])py  is  he  who,  1  between  sand-flics,  the  loading 
of  camels,  and  the  whistling  and  shunting  on  the  railway,  has 
enjoyeil  one  night's  |H*rfect  rest  here.  Can  you  wonder  tliat 
the  pros|)ect  of  a  s|)eedy  departure  is  welcomeil  by  all  1 

Tlie  real  work  of  the  Sur>'ey,  Scientific,  and  Intelligence 
branches  will  scarcely  begin  till  we  are  beyond  Kushki* 
When  Uie  Russo-Afghan  frontier  is  readied,  the  Survey 
Department  will  be  specially  occupied  in  surveying  the 
boundary  as  fixed,  or  proposed  to  be  fixed,  by  the  British  and 


It  AFOBAfl   FBOKTIKR  COMlltniOS. 

f  Rwwwn  CanmiMionem  In  athtitioii,  bowevrr.  to  ilmt,  the 
qwcial  dutj  of  the  Sttn-ejr  Department,  nil  the  country  that 
ii  IrBverwil  l<j  the  Uiminn  will  )«  surveyed  witli  m  much 
■ecwttcjr  M  time  and  rircamstAiicn  will  permit,  Dr  Owen 
■•  U>  pnpaie  ami  aulnnit  to  (tn\-Gmraent  a  report  on  tlie 
ethnopnphjr.  art\  man u fact nrcs,  tmle*.  ami  aK^*''^^'*  ^ 
the  pn^itea  and  trilm  tliron;;1i  wlioac  lerritnrr  we  )«as — (he 
baa  with  hin  a  ymtn;;  naiivi-  nrtint  (rom  llie  •Inij>nr  School 
ol  Art >—iiliMl rati nf;  it  wiili  iiliniif^'mplia  ami  akciclwa  repre- 
vnltnjt  the  drcm  ami  lyjiea  ol  ilw  iulialtitanta,  and  tlic  ingat 
inlrreAinj;  viewi  aixl  nXm*.  Tliui,  n(  cniine,  will  be  in  addi- 
tim  lo  hia  diii|>cn*ar7  work,  which  will  [)n>vc  an  arduous 
lbna»li  intemlin;:  duly.  Ol  iIk-  |tpwpectirc  «|i|icrc  of  work 
of  ihe  aatnral  liiat'ir)-  and  Intauicml  tk-pnrtmcnt,  it  ia  l>r 
Aitrfaiana'a  intentim  to  extend  hi*  rcacarclie*  and  Mudiei  to 
•mr  branch  of  the  wicmv  whirh  he  rcprvecnlK,  and  to  col- 
lect apedmena  of  all  kimK  Iw  it  flali,  Aeali,  fowl,  or  creeping 
thioft  In  ailditina  to  ihe  id>nii(<Ti  wIm  amim|Mny  hiw,  there 
ia  little  doaht  that  the  uportinn  memben  of  tlte  Sliiwion — and 
that  tern  pmlahljr  inclwlea  all, or  aliiKMt  all — wdl  nflTiinl  him 
■aawtaace  in  cnllectint:  t^wTJinpnii ;  and  pMuihljr  miihj  of  iIm 
ywiatfrr  aworiatc*  of  llie  >liB>inn  will  not  l«  aorry  to  rerive 
■  [auliaw  that  ia  a  (MUMitm  with  nxol  ltrili>h  •rltmlNiya,  ami 
TolaNtMTto  aiuuBt  our  ••millxd^ijnM  Jn  c<dl<Ttiii;;  Wnla' e;g^ 
■Ml  M«t«.  rnfiKtsnatrly,  Iw,  •it'cliil  liy  hia  crtthmiiMni  in 
Ike  tnlcreM*  of  pure  «rtence,  njiokc  ruthlnwlr  'if  the  n*-maity 
Urn  hia  purpmeof  alHiniinK  tW  ailtinR  liinl.  Now  I  womM 
■■«  miwl  acfualiUlv  np  "  tree,  if  not  too  hich.  after  a  Unl'a 
nest.  \mX  I  fe«lly  conM  not  *Imiii|  in  mlil  Unoil  Uw  IhhI 
that  aat  ibcnon.  Alas  tluil  >uch  weakness  slMuld  be  e»j;eB- 
4mmi  bj  w»M  ol  scieMifie  ankmr  I 


Cn|«am  Grieebwh,  the  ):eolo(^  aceonpanyinii  Uw  ilisaioa, 
•tri*<id  Inel  niftht,  wm\  starts  for  (^etta  this  eveiiin};  with  Ur 
Sktfc  and  mjaaU.  CktloMcl  I^nsep  and  Ltentenant  Hentsea, 
wMh  wmm  40  sabns  el  iho  lllb  Dcasd  Catralry,  arrivid 
iMt  winiing.  aad  wiU  pnfaiblr  leave  for  QnotU  tn-nonww 
I    I  lift  to  W  Mbmd  ky  Mtv*  Ited.  Captaia  YUa.  aad  Dr 
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Owen,  and  the  last  of  the  Mission  conip  on  the  8t1i.  Captain 
(le  Laessoe  is  ex|)ected  here  on  the  8th.  It  is  ;«ood  news  to 
lienr  that  there  are  no  less  than  three  photographic  appara- 
tuses  with  the  Mission,  in  charge,  respectively,  of  Dr  Owen, 
C.*aptain  Gore,  and  Captain  Griesbach.  Tlie  results  of  their 
]nl)ours  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  fanuliarisc  the  general  public 
with  scenes  from  countries  that  liave  been  rarely  traversed 
licforc  by  British  footstci)S,  and  never  by  a  photographer. 
Xow  that  all  ditHculties  aljout  transport  luive  disappeared, 
the  next  question  of  interest  is  the  route  from  Quetta  to  the 
Hehnund. 

QriTTA,  I2tk  Sej4fwUier, 

I  left  Iiindli  with  Mr  Merk  and  Captain  Griesljoch  at 
midnight  on  the  Gth  instant.     Tlie  last  string  oi  camels  filed 
out  of  the  Kindli  railway  storeyard  on  the  morning  of  tlie 
9th,  and  during  the  afternoon  of  tlio  same  day  Major  Kind 
and  Captain  Yatc  rcceiveil  a  telegram  from  Colonel  Kid;^ 
way,  reciuesting  them  to  join  him  at  Quetta  with  the  least 
lK)ssible  delay,  as  he  wished  to  go  ou  to  Xusliki,  and  could 
not  do  so  until  their  arrival.    They  acconhngly  starteil  at 
it  P.M.  in  a  ionya  that  some  liapjiy  coiucidence  placeil  at  their 
disposal,  drove  to  Kirta  (18  miles),  and  thence  rode,  using  the 
horjHJS  of  the  IVoluch  levies,  to  Sir-i-Ab  (CO  miles).    There 
or  therealKmts  they  overtook  on  the  road  a  tont/tt  returning 
empty  to  Quetta,  and  quitting  with  a  sigh  of  relief  Uie  hard 
and  merciless  pigskin,  completeil  the  remaining  six  or  seven 
miles  on  wheels.     I  may  mention,  as  an  instance  of  the  march* 
ing  i>owcr  of  camels, that  Captain  Yates  kit,  which  left  Kindli 
at  5  P.M.  on  the  0th,  arrived  here  early  this  morning,  tims  per* 
forming  a  journey  of  85  miles  in  about  two  and  a  half  days  in 
three  marches,  respectively  32,  29,  and  24  miles  in  length. 
»Such  rapidity  of  marching  is  almost  equally  tr}'ing  to  horses 
and  8er>'ants,  and  is  entirely  to  be  attributed  to  the  energy  and 
endurance  of  the  small  escort  of  the  11th  Bengal  Lancers  that 
accompanied  the  party.    Too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed 
on  all  ranks  of  that  corps  for  the  cheery  heartiness  with  which 
they  applied  themselves  to  every  task  that  was  required  ol 
them.    For  some  days  at  Bindli  no  other  hands  were  available 
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Inr  htisM-dutjr,  umI  all  tinj  lofiK  in  the  tan-^iUn  tlwy  tnilctl, 
Bot  tm\y  wiUioat  t  umnnur  nr  ■j'triptom  ot  htiguo,  Uiit  witli 

■  mHliitm  that  miiat  hnvo  <l»nc  luiirli  to  lijjUtcn  ibe  InlMmr 
«l  the  flflktr  m\tn  hatl  to  supcrintcixl  titc  •orting  ami  ilUirilHi- 
tia«  nl  tlie  Icntn  attd  slnrca,  Tlwra  an  tinm  wIk-ii  an  un- 
willing hont  wotthi  Iinak  a  innn'*  heart,  aiul  this  was  one 
•I  thrca. 

The  llalan  Paxi,  with  ita  heat  ami  (ticA,  dtntt-atoni)*  ai»l 
■Bwl-iiea.  atrnir  pUina  ami  rocky  ri<l;:ca,  ia  too  well  hnown  to 
■M<vil  <leacTi|ili»n,  ami  yet  ilw  Iiitvlliprnoe  Itc-pnninciit  n(  all 
otbm  t«lli^i  nn  the  militarr  autltoriiiua  Itcre  for  n  rvport  on 
it  -Mlf  the  otlicT  ilajr.  If,  Itowwcr,  it*  iniiiiml  fi-nturva  uiajr 
he  iliMwiawd  without  cnmiiH-iit,  I  ihink  ihiit  cmo  or  two  iif  ita 
■riilirial  enotlitiona  merit  atteiitiim — mrt  (or  their  exeellcnec, 
iMt  f'W  tite  very  rurerae.  It  ahmthi  Inj  rcnKiiilivrul  that 
the  <^netta  ^^irriiMn  ia  a  1»t;;o  nnv.  am),  inoivnviT,  ttterc  arc 
tnmt  thirtjr  lailica  in  (^-lla.  C'<>nMe*inciill]r  llritiali  olliccra 
uA  their  wivea  awl  (amiliea  mnat  lie  enntimially  travelling 
Mp  ami  down  tlie  I'aaa.  Hnw  ia  it.  tlicii.  tliat  tlic  luingnlowa 
art  all  man  or  Ivaa  ihrt;  ami  nnrnnil  for  —  im>TV  eapc- 
riallf  tiMt  at  Itiliinani ;  tlmt  at  amno  atagea  tlierc  ia  no 
l-hma^fmiJi,  iw  he  ia  loiiml  t<>  l«  al«rut ;  that  iImto  aro  nn 
am-aMa;  ami  thai  tltc  (•■■!  |in>vi<lc<l  )•}'  the  lk"iuiimith 
wmM.  I'jr  ita  aigltt  ami  nilonr  alone,  Munt  tlw  cil;,ii  of  tlto 
kavaeit  apivtitc  t  Tlial  aiqiiilie*  are  ik-ar  ia  not  tiiiqiri^ing. 
§•*  the  Ibiliin  I'aaa  ia  a  bam-n  waric.  Tlic  want  of  rliMnlim^ 
«f  the  faiUic  tmiiKahtwa  wa^  lhn>wn  into  atmng  n-lii-f  Itjr  iIm 
ant  and  rlranljr  c<imlitian  of  iIh-  liunpilowa  ivaer\'ei1  (•«  tlw 
•nti  av  <■(  the  euentire  enpnei-r.  It  ia  a  )<nor  argument  to 
fleml  that  no  f(«  ia  eharged  fi«  thv  ii«e  of  ilie  Imnpilows,  and 
ikai  the  cuc«tiv«  «igin«-r — |nar  fellow— ia  diMRiKil  t<>  lire 
■IvBjra  is  IJm  l*aM.     Whjr  not  |wnvido  eknnlj  Imngakiwa  aiMl 

■  tfaif  of  arrvanta.  and  dtar^  for  them  f    ^Va  for  tlie  Noond 
t,  ooa  Might  as  well  Mjr  iliat  tlie  en;pm«r  woukl  in 

I  fftm  ealloaa  to  dirt,  whereas  it  girea  a  ahork  to  tlie 

mami  faeliaga  ol  the  nu«ul  iravcUer.    Am  tor  tlto  rations 

I  bf  iJm  cMBMiaaariat  for  tlie  uae  of  iIm  olBcera  of  the 

—I  speak  froai  mj  ova  oipe* 
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nence — they  were  such  as  would  probably  never  be  issued  to, 
and  certainly  not  accepted  by,  the  British  soldier.  I  admit 
that  the  meat  and  potatoes  could  not  1x3  exiK»ctcil  to  lie  gooil ; 
but  tea,  su^r,  rice,  and  salt  can  l»e  provided,  and  prcserx'cd 
^ood  and  pure  in  the  Bolan  as  well  as  anywhere  clsa  In 
time  of  war  some  allowance  may  l^e  made  for  the  occasional 
inferior  quality  of  rations,  but  in  time  of  peace  there  is  no 
excuse.  The  filthincss  of  the  sugar  supplied  at  some  of  tlie 
stations  defies  descri]»tion.  Tlic  Itftttosa  issued  for  our  horses 
was  such  that  the  horses  refused  to  touch  it.  However,  the 
memory  of  how  we  were  housc<l  and  fed  in  the  ]k»lan  is  un* 
pleasant,  and  I  gladly  {lass  on  to  a  more  attractive  thema 

On  arrival  at  Sir-i-Ab  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant, 
I  found  that  the  camp  was  just  Iwing  pitcheil  on  the  plan 
which  is  intended  to  lie  followed  throughout  the  march — viz., 
briefly,  the  11th  lUingiU  lancers  in  frrmt,  the  20th  Panjab 
Infantr}'  in  rear,  and  the  Foreign  Oflicc,  Survey,  Intelligence, 
and  scientific  mcmliers  of  the  ^lission,  with  their  servants  and 
horses,  in  the  centre.  The  ])osition  of  the  trans]¥)rt  was  mit 
dcfniotl.  I  tlicro  heanl  that  ImiIIi  ^fajor  Hill,  K.K.,  and  Lieu* 
tenant  Ihirne,  of  the  2«>d  riom^'rs,  had  Ixhiu  ]in»nouneoil  by 
the  medical  authfiritics  unfit  in  \tn\i\i  of  health  to  lie  sent  on 
an  cxi>edilion  which  will  undoiibie<lly  be  arduous  and  trying 
to  any  conntitution.  It  was  also  n*]K)rliMl  that  the  infantry  of 
the  escort  would  lie  convcyetl  acnws  the  desert  to  tlie  Hcl- 
mund  at  all  costs  and  haxjinls;  and  that  llie  detachment  of  tho 
lUh  IW'ngal  Lancers,  under  (Ndond  Trinsep,  which  left  Kindli 
on  the  7th  instant,  woidd  reiurn  to  UmUilla.  However,  up  to 
the  pn*scnt  m<im(*nt  no  ih*cision  has  lieen  arrivetl  at  on  this 
|ioint,  and  it  is  the  cordial  wish  and  lio]io  of  every  nienil>er  of 
the  MisMion  that  no  fniclion  of  the  lltli  JWngal  Lancers  may 
lie  subjecteil  to  the  mortification  of  returning  to  India  from 
XtiAhki  or  anywhere  else.  It  is  tnie  that  sentiment  cannot  be 
alloweil  to  enter  into  Uie  motives  that  influcnct*  a  Oovenimcnt 
(although  many  a  Ciovemment  has  had  to  yield  to  sentiment), 
but  in  this  case  there  is  more  than  mere  sentiment.  WImt- 
ever  mcmlicrs  of  (tovemment  seated  in  Simla  may  think, 
every  one  is  agreed  that  300  sobrcs  and  230  bayonets  ore  not 
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f «  nut  too  maaj  for  tho  dntici  t«  ha  perfnnned  Tlie  pomi- 
f  failitjr  of  IB  ctUck  on  the  MiMJon  \ty  iln  inhnbiUnU  of  tho 
[  amatuy  IhraoRh  which  it  will  jwm  it  nn  ncriilcnt  in  whk'h  tlie 
mate  of  ttie  iT'|uiml  eoci>rt  cannot  lie  l«ac«L  Tlic  MiMion 
k  n(M  of  pc«c«,  anil  itx  chnractcr  alionlcl  be  Mcrcd  (ono  ia 
tloMUfn)  wliat  tcncU  tlio  marniHlinii  Itilocli  ami  Turkoman 
the  wilj-  Af;;lMn  hold  almit  the  Mnctitjr  of  niimions),  and 
it  a|i|««a  that  tlw  Amir  lm«  {niamutccil  il«  Mfely  aii}-w)tcre 
M  hii  leniiones  cxcvfit  io  tlie  ncifihlMMirtiond  of  Zaniiwlawar. 
Thencoft  aa  at  [iment  comttitutol  couhl  repel  anf  ordiiurr 
attack,  awl  to  believe  ••>  i«  nn  nniall  cnuiwdnlinn  when  aliotit  to 
t  onc'a  nnae  into  w1m(  i«  ahiioat  Irrm  ineoynUn,  altltou^ 
•■rli  ia  nut  ita  anpivMol  objccl. 

After  a  abort  lialt  at  Sir-i-Ab  I  rmlc  on  li<-ro  with  Mr  Merk. 
Captain  <:rie*lMcli  reninininc  a(  Sir-i-AK  With  ilw  i>xre|ilion 
af  Oiliittel  tiiil(;ewajr,  wltmc  )i|>lK-rc  ol  wnrk  obli;,'cn  him  In  )« 
!■  Qnetta,  tvrry  ono  waa  at  Sir-i-AK  Since  tlirn  Slnjor  Hind 
aad  Captains  Ihinnd  ami  Vntc  liave  nrhicil  liere.  Cn[itAtH 
•le  IjM-Moe  ami  l)r  Owen  arc  nurcliin;:  np.  and  are  a«  it  were 
tlw  mW'^uanl  of  the  MiMinn.  TIm'j-  nml  all  the  liassnf^ 
afaovkl  arrive  at  Sir-i'Ab  <m  nr  Irfoiv  tlw  14th  iiiMnni,  ami 
after  that  lltere  a|>pM)ra  tn  !«  mithin;;  to  dflnjr  tlie  dfpartnre 
«<(  tlie  lli*a*n«i  for  Kwtliki — an  ctcnt  f»r  which,  1  liear.  Sir 
(>rM  Tanner  and  e^erjr  one  rlw  fervently  pnjK.  T1k>  (act  i*. 
Ictwtm  tht4  UiiMoa  ami  tlie  Zli<>li  expcdiiilm,  tlictv  i«  mi  a 
laK-k-anlntal  to  lie  pnt  in  lite  |*Ure.  I  wanleal  to  vinl  itnoie 
fioUloea,  which  in  Qnctta  ;:row  to  ]ierfrcti"n,  to  a  friend  of 
■UNe:  I  ra«U  not  nen  mt>e  a  donke}'  l«  carry  tliein.  S«ch, 
iwlenl.  haa  Iwen  the  rail  >4  the  tranaport  cali-rrr«  for  the 
Uiaa*n«.  that  even  (Miveniment  tranipmi  ui^ntlr  re(|nirc<) 
far  other  |airpr«ea  narrowly  eacaprti  Win;;  inipeeiuoL  The 
eaita  of  the  Ooreranient  n«lract<w  here  wrre  only  rfleaaed 
is  ol«dieBee  to  a  tele;;T«pliic  iwiler  fnan  llie  tleiwtal;  ami 
mm  a»  ofBoar  harryinit  np  tn  join  the  Z)mI>  expcilitinn  hail 
diSrwliy  in  defeading  hi*  cameU  (ran  tlio  ready  ffnup  of 
th*  lli««o«  OMianrieL  The  tranaport  that  ia  now  avmilaUa 
to  MeaMfsay  the  lliaaiwi  on  ita  enwmnl  march  to  Herat  con- 
iim»  «f  13M  Ciwria  tad  100  mnlM,  aad  than  ia  ito  imaatioo 
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of  taking  more.  If  that  is  not  enough,  then  the  amount  of 
stores  and  baggage  will  be  lessened.  At  present  it  is  proposed 
to  send  commissariat  supplies  for  tlio  whole  force  for  one  year, 
except  of  flour,  of  whicli  only  a  five  days'  reserve  is  being 
carrie<l.  For  my  part,  I  cannot  see  the  necessity  for  so  doing. 
Are  the  bazaars  of  Meshed  and  Herat,  the  fertile  Herat, 
supposed  to  be  empty  ?  At  Kome  do  as  the  Itomans  da 
Does  the  Hindu  cxjiect  to  get  everywhere  the  mamUt$  and 
spices  of  his  native  land  ?  A\*licn  he  gfK»  abroad,  let  him  eat 
the  food  of  the  country  in  which  he  finds  himself.  The 
Afghan  and  Persian  know  very  well  how  to  live.  Indeed,  it 
you  told  the  latter  that  the  art  of  gastronomy  was  practised 
to  greater  perfection  in  India  than  in  his  native  land,  he 
would  indignantly  argue  the  |>oint  with  you.  Furthermore, 
the  greater  part  of  the  escort  are  Afghans,  who  will  natnrally 
find  in  their  own  countr}'  the  very  food  they  like  liest. 

AVlien  the  anluous  nature  of  the  march  that  lies  before  the 
Commission,  and  the  trying  changes  of  climate  and  tem]ier* 
ature  to  which  they  will  1)0  ex^KKsed,  are  taken  into  due  cousid* 
eration,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  medical  autliorities  are 
very  right  in  refusing  to  send  any  man  who  is  not  in  a  sound 
state  of  health.  There  will  lie  sickness  enough,  witliout  start- 
ing burdened  by  sick.  Alrea<ly  tlie  sudden  migration  from 
105''  in  the  sliade  at  Itindli  to  GO^  at  night  at  Darwaza,  lias 
1iowlc<l  over  men  of  all  ranks,  castcA,  and  callings,  right  and 
left,  with  fever.  It  has  R])ared  neither  master  nor  servant. 
However,  a  little  t(»uch  of  fever  is  s«x)n  put  right.  Dy  the 
by,  1  hear  there  is  a  rumour  abroad  that  tliis  Commission  is 
fitted  out  with  unprccedente<l  splendour  and  luxury ;  indeed 
I  have  seen  some  allusions  to  that  effect  in  the  press.  The 
sooner  tliat  idea  is  a)>andone<l  the  lielter.  In  providing  for 
officers,  tlie  escort,  and  the  followers  of  the  Mission,  a  judi* 
cious  effort  has  been  made  by  (tovernment  to  mitigate  the 
hardships  and  alleviate  the  discomforts  to  which  all  alike 
will  lie  exposed.  It  ill  liecomes  the  resident  in  India,  who 
in  the  heat  can  avail  himself  of  the  punkah,  the  tatty,  and 
the  thermantidote,  and  in  the  cold  weather  can  draw  hit  easy* 
ehair  to  the  fireside  with  closed  doors  and  windows,  and  retire 
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to  nat  iR  k  wmnn  room,  to  uvil  at  lh«  laxtirj  of  a  bodj  of 
Hca  who  In  «  few  wwka  will  In  •tnig;:linf;  aicroH  tlw  dcNTt 
o(  tlie  Ouin-MT  antler  B  Imrilinf;  mn,  mwl  r  few  wceki  later 
will  \m  •hiverinc  nmler  lutlf-a-^loien  UUnketa  ntxl  r  jmtlitin, 
while  Um  wind  find*  inf^rcM  at  everjr  com«r  of  liii  teiil.  I 
Wtm  yet  knew  a  |iUc«  atjlvil  '  Cmnn-ur  "  (liot  Trtfi'm)  with- 
«■!  a  nry  finad  oiiuc — to  wit,  tlio  Gann-sir  IwtwecD  tite  ilior* 
t4  Uw  IVfsuin  (inlf  «nd  tlie  utmintains  of  Far* ;  ami  it  i*  gen- 
cmlljT  reportol  Uiat  on  the  «t<-p[>e*  nf  Ttirkistan  tlie  thenuou- 
ctcr  ffin  cmuicleniMf  below  icro  at  niglit.  anil  anow  often  liea 
tluck  on  the  groawL 

C*<4mH'l  IliilKewnjr  ami  Mr  Mrrk  atartrd  at  2  A.H.  tiiia  nmm- 
inp  fcw  Kttnak  r*  rvHir  (o  NuxlikL  At  Kaiink  <^2  iiiilce  fnmi 
lni«>  thejr  will  mi-rtake  ra[Xain  (ion  nn<l  Ueiileiiaut  tl>« 
H'wwnlde  U.  ti.  Tallot,  It.l-:^  with  tltc  Survry  ]Mrt}-,  ami 
(.'■|itain  IVnrflrke.  ll.fU  "I  tlte  IntelliKi^nco  branch,  niHl  tlra 
whiiJe  |artT  alHHikl  tmrit  Xualiki  (it9  iHiU-a  fitHn  lH<n.-)  on  tlie 
ITth.  There  llirir  (hilkii  nf  olAaiiiiii;;  all  piwaiMc  infumia- 
liMi  alMint  tlic  mttca  frnm  Niwliki  to  litr  Ilflniuml.aml  of  o>U 
lMiinsMi|i]4inalon];  the  nMtc<«nHiu-s(t<jr  it  i*  mA  unlikely 
tlMt  the  iliiaiiin  will  )»  fi>niMil  into  two  iliviMiins  aiHl  nKl^-a 
rm  f«umlk*l  niatt^)  aeln-trd,  mihI  facilitalinj;  tltc  cmi^evaiKC  of 
wnler  with  the  Miaaiiin  f«r  niie  at  lialtinK-place"  wlwre  wal4-r 
ia  not  |«nmnili|e.  will  rmunieiKC.  If  pm|ier  iitctuiiim  are 
takfw  !■«  |«nTiilini;  tIte  nmina  t4  rarT)'ini;  water  with  (lie  pnity 
— «^,  if  every  uan  ia  aii|i)ilied  with  a  aniall  Maaral,*  which 
ke  win  Sll.  and  either  carry  Itimaell,  or,  if  he  grla  the  cliance, 
Miarli  la  a  caawl-hMd — and  if  water  ia  nrrieil  eitlter  in 
mill  T  wU ywtkult}  qr.  aa  b  lliecoattm  in  the  llth  Uen- 
^  Lanran^  nwler  the  briliea  of  the  Imjcmb  thenuelre*,  then 
It  Hay  NMaNa)4y  W  eipectcd  that  the  oonaional  want  al 
water  at  ptacea  will  lie  tlw  canaa  of  lilUe  dilficully  or  iixmi- 
■  i>ii»ia  It  May  he  that  now  and  apua  the  (.'omuiaaioa  may 
l«  lavfatty  entitled  to  |eefer  a  claim  to  the  daaij^nalion  ol 
■n*  Gnal  I'awaaheil,'  b«t  it  will  not  be  likely  (o  be  atim- 
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marily  removed  from  the  trackless  desert  to  the  hnppy  hunt- 
iiirr.ifrounds.  Tlie  difficulties  before  us,  in  fact,  jmle  before 
those  encountered  by  the  Kussians  in  tlieir  \'ariou8  endeav- 
ours to  reach  Khiva ;  and  to  8U|)|X)6e  for  a  moment  tluit  tliis 
Conmiission  is  exposed  to  the  risk  of  incurring  tlie  disasters 
which  befell  them  is  simply  unreasonable.  Up  to  the  present 
time,  however,  no  very  clear  and  ssitisfactory  infonnation 
about  the  various  routes  has  1)ecn  received  from  Captain 
Maitlaud,  Mr  Banies,  C.S.,  antl  Kai  lisihadnr  Ilitu  liaui, 
C.I.E.,  wlio  are  now  engn^l  in  exploring  routes  and  collect- 
ing supplies.  Ca])tain  Maitlaiid  has  1)een  as  far  as  Arbu,  and 
rejwrtcd  that  route  so  far  practicable.  He  is  now,  I  hear, 
returning  to  Nusliki,  but  his  re)Mirt  on  the  n»ute  Ixiyond  Arbit 
is  not  yet  known.  The  Kuh-i-Arbu  (Arbu  Teak)  b  a  solitary 
conical  eminence  rising  out  of  the  level  desert  plain ;  a  sprin«; 
of  good  water  bubbles  out  at  its  fo«>t.  The  route  rid  Cliagai 
has  not  yet  lieen  reportetl  on,  but  is  generally  considered  by 
the  authorities  here  to  be  the  l)t\st.  The  Arbu  route  termi- 
nates at  lUigat,  and  the  Chagsii  route  at  Khwaja  Ali  on  the 
Hehninul.  It  is  well  known  that  a  licit  of  desert,  sonic  lifty 
miles  in  breadtli,  ffinns  the  southern  border  of  the  Helmund, 
and  that  licit  must  l>e  cn>sseil  whatever  route  is  followed. 
From  Nushki  as  far  as  the  edge  of  that  licit  of  desert,  water 
is,  as  a  nde,  procurable  either  from  s[»rings,  tanks,  or  wells, 
at  distances  within  the  compass  of  a  day's  march.  The  quan- 
tity of  water  in  the  tanks  and  wdls,  however,  is  variable, 
and  for  that  reason  it  is  essential  to  ascertain  beforeliaiid 
what  amount  of  water  will  lie  available.  If  there  is  an 
abundance,  tlien  the  Mission  may  march  rn  majoCf  or  (lerliaps 
in  two  or  three  divisions,  at  a  day's  interval  between  eacli. 
Should  it  prove,  however,  tliat  in  Komc  of  these  wells  the 
8U]>ply  of  water  is  scant,  and  that  the  water  fdtors  into  them 
very  slowly,  then  it  will  be  nccessar}'  either  to  divide  the 
Mission  into  a  numlxir  of  snudl  {mrties  marching  at  a  day's 
inter^-al  from  each  other,  and  iwrhaps  also  along  difTerent 
routes,  or  to  carry  an  ade<[uate  supply  of  water  from  stage 
to  stage.  By  sending  on  an  oflicer  with  a  small  party  two 
or  Uiree  days  ahead  of  Uie  main  body,  tlie  actual  state  of  the 
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wMt  «(  the  tiiM  Ml)  Iw  uccnninod  and  teportcd,  and  hmm- 
WM  ■hoald  b«  Uken  acconlingljr.  In  ibott,  it  u  eviatmt 
that  if  pcnpar  pncantions  nre  Ultra,  and  miuUe  amnge- 
MaaU  UMte,  the  nuirrh  of  tlm  UUaion  to  tl>«  Hclraund  » 
parfacti/  loutMe.  The  nMuU— mere  Inckt,  or  the  Mwpicion 
of  a  inrk,  in  the  desert— in  tlienuelre*  preamt  no  dilHcnl- 
tie*.  cKVfA  that  the  pmvision  of  competent  ga'u\m  w  an 
iMpnKtIve  nemait]'.  The  MnieU,  ot  conrw,  pick  np  their 
own  linn»  There  then  rcmaina  the  pnvistnn  of  firewood 
Inr  conkins  nf  fralaWr  for  the  horaea  ami  molea,  an<l  rations 
fne  the  men  — a  dutjr  that  h««  Iwcn  allotted  to  Mr  H.  & 


Ut  trlcjrrani  on  tlw  6th,  thnt  "  nil  difficidtica  alioitt  tnna- 
pnfi  IrmI  diMppeareil.'  wa*.  I  rcpvt  !•>  Mjr,  jirenuKiin.  I 
rrini  tvfiice  the  MiMinn  wu  <mi  of  the  wnraL  I  reckoned 
withnnt  the  catnet  cimimrtitr,  who  on  ihia  nccnuion  liaa 
pmrrd  tmt  a  anrrj  \f»t.  Ilia  caiiirli  iv  cainet-nien  with 
cntU  liave  lM«n  Mlinit  frwljr  in  ilw  Itolan ;  ev^n  none  of 
the  lmd«  have  diaapiirarTil.  Morvovcr,  Ite  haa  not  near)]* 
MMw-h  of  drirara  in  ivnportiiin  to  tlto  numlicr  of  canieU. 
Mawe\Tr,  it  t«  more  than  pmliaUe  tliat  Ite  will  I<e  inaile  to 
aaart  aei-CTeljr  for  hia  lailnne  to  fnllil  hi*  contract  The 
lotmt  nf  rapeea,  of  llie  D»w  of  which  frnni  (foremment 
enflen  into  hia  pncket  lie  lia*  fimlNihljr  l«vn  dmniini!  much 
«<  late,  will,  I  Iruat,  l<e  cotwiilrnliljr  ahaicil  hy  tlw  infliction 
of  a  hearj  Xne.  Hat  for  the  uon-anival  of  tlicae  atufea, 
which  cannot  now  ren<h  Sir't-Ali  Mote  tlic  I7lh,  all  is  rMdjr 
lae  a  aurt.  Aa  it  ia.  tlie  lAth  appewa  to  l«  tlic  flnrt  |«aaihle 
date  of  drpartnra.  I>r  Owen  tMched  Kir-i-Ah  thia  momiiQ 
nl>«e.  Captain  de  bwaoe  Itavin;;  |;nne  off  at  Dirwaa  rid 
SlaMn^t  ^  B">t  Colonel  Itiilgrwajr  at  NnahkL  Ilai  Ilalia- 
<lnr  Hitn  Uaa,  Cl.R,  haa  reported  a  acnrcitjr  of  water  W- 
]r4«d  Cbasai;  that  in  a  large  lank  wliere  a  fortnit^*'  AC 
than  was  a  foot  ef  water,  tJiert  i*  now  bnt  aii  tnchea,  and 
thalt  too,  ia  raptdl/  enpeanting;  and  in  aonM  weUa  there 
la  MOt  Baa*  thui  two  laal  of  walav.     Thk  ia  a  i 
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however,  that  has  not  yet  licen  con  firmed  by  good  authority. 
If  it  be  true  a  portion  of  the  escort  must  go  back,  although 
the  present  intention  is  that  the  whole  of  it — tV.,  300  sabres 
of  the  11th  Bengal  Lancers  and  240  bayonets  of  the  20th  1^- 
jab  Infantry,  under  command  of  Colonel  l^nsep  —  slnmld 
accompany  the  Mission.  An  order  from  tlio  Govemmcut  of 
India  has  been  circulated  throughout  the  camp  cautioning 
every  one  to  avoid  any  cause  of  friction  with  the  inliabitants 
of  the  countries  throu;;h  which  the  Commission  will  pass.  It 
is  also  directed  that  tlie  operations  of  the  Survey,  Intelligence, 
and  scientific  branches  must  1>e  suspended  until  the  frontier 
is  reached,  except  in  the  inunediate  vicinity  of  the  route  ami 
camp,  and  then  only  when  unattended  by  any  risk.  Villages 
and  towns  are  to  1»e  avoided,  and  the  camp  is  always  to  be 
pitched  in  a  defensible  position.  When  the  Amir'a  escort 
joins  us,  communication  with  the  inhabitants  is  to  bo  carried 
on  tlirough  its  commander,  and  in  the  event  of  any  difli* 
culty  arising,  his  intervention  is  to  be  called  for.  Only  in 
the  event  of  absolute  necessity  for  defensive  measures  is  tlio 
British  escort  to  take  any  action.  The  command  of  tlie 
whole  Mission,  until  the  junction  with  Sir  Peter  Lumsden, 
is  vested  in  Colonel  Ilidgcway. 

Before  I  leave  Quetta  for  an  indefinite  period,  I  wish 
to  mention  the  courtesy  of  tlie  Quetta  Club  in  making  the 
entire  Mission  honorar}*  mendx^rs.  That  act  of  kindness  on 
their  part  has  been  a  real  Ijoon  to  us  all — both  those  scat- 
tereil  aliout  the  Quetta  cantonment  and  thase  who  ride  in 
from  Sir-i-Ab  to  siiend  the  clay  or  a  few  h<»urs.  For  my  jiart, 
I  find  Quetta  clianning,  at  least  for  a  ]iassiiig  visit  Tlie 
climate  is  cool  and  bracing;  delicious  fniits  and  vrgetables, 
and  good  meat,  and  the  Ix^st  bread  ever  tasted,  may  be  of  the 
numlier  of  those  carnal  delights  fur  which  we  should,  as  taugltt 
in  our  Catechism,  profess  the  most  pnifound  indifTerence^— Imt 
still,  for  the  l)enefit  of  the  outer  world,  I  will  just  remark  tlmt 
they  can  be  obtained  in  Quetta.  Then  a  iurf  polo  and  cricket 
ground,  and  race-course — in  how  many  more  stations  in  India 
do  you  see  that  ?  And  yet  among  the  residents  I  hoar  but 
one  unanimous  cry,  and  tliat  condemnatory ;  and  not  without 
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film,  neninclx.  \Muit  ii  tho  place,  after  all,  but  a  <lry 
hnwn  |>Uin  ihiit  in  bjr  iterila  srey  mounUiiu,  o  iMmer  bo- 
jmd  which  bo  mm  ftam  ?  Thcjr  t«U  mo  that,  after  a  time, 
Uua  eooSned  pcMitioa  oMnniM  to  tho  reajikoit  tlie  air  of  a 
priKNi.  bcfoiKl  wImm  walla  tlie  wide  worhl  with  its  Inauiiea 
omI  jofa  ia  known  to  lie,  )>ut  cacapo  is  iinpoMi1i|«.  Tliii  acna* 
ol  unhliaa  briti;:a  in  it«  tniii  woorincM  and  ilcprcaaion.  Of 
iW  nnhoiltliiiMaa  of  (^ctta  there  can  bo  little  U'HiIh.'  I  Iteor 
that  the  Nocth  HtaOiiHaliiru  Jlc-^iiuMit  luu  180  iiifii  in  hoo* 
IHuL  Ko  wuntlcr  tlto  rv^iiletiU  Iwrc  f«i-I  it  an  iiijuMice  to 
thnuwivm  tliat  tho  |ireai  ant  cIt'nuUI/  UmliiiK  tlw  Mliibriljr 
«t  lite  rlimam  At  fur  tlto  mii^uiiio  ct>iitriliut<>r  to  the  '  I'wll 
Mall  (lanttr,*  wl«o  hoa  aln-mly  in  hi*  iuin<rs  eye  tuniuil 
VMta  initi  a  great  innnufaciiiriii){  an<l  n;nicultura1  cvntiv,  )io 
ia  ■niVfTMlljr  ri>li<'ukil.  He  iiwy  Uj  ri;;lit  (it  all  I  kiHiw, 
lln  l^vwrr;  n  alnwly  ala'Ut  to  Iw  •inrU'«L  Tlio  *»il  mvnw 
Irftilr.  and  tin  auiiitlj  ni  water,  wliellicr  fur  tlw  luill-wluvl  iir 
the  |iluN|:lw<)  Krid.  ii«  |>liiilirul.  Tlw  |ii>|i«ibiti)Mt  in  iiit-MmiiiK. 
awl  will  pi  na  inrrauin;;  ■'  *'**>  |>ri.iiciit  laiKC  miilniiiiu'iit  Ihtb 
ia  Mainlaim^L  Itnt  dmii  ( Mtvcminciit  im-nii  to  iiMiiiilniii  it  t 
Wkc«  nne  limka  at  llw  >iH')i;^a<vuiimKi<lati«M  lu■^ef<>^l■flitv^^ 
^«hf,  tbitv  an-  MMHc  iiinrriHl  tnen  Itrre  living  in  iIhi  vcrieat 
Awmriv^wr  iiiiMt  inM  'li<  iIm  iHwrfiuoim,— «inI  Iwnra  llio 
ir|a<t*  (4  llw  divT>tiifi<rt>  and  ■nntinh'*  "f  lnv>|>%  riillower*, 
owl  Ix^M-a  in  tlw  f^lil  wrallM-r,  one  tun  imljr  oaiiiHwo  tltal, 
mmatji  t"  nnoTttainljr  <■(  |>lnll^  a  ju<rt  awl  huniane  (MAenituent 
k  »Ml4e  at  i«f«ent  to  antltoriao  tlw  nMialntction  of  t«ttor 
oad  man  tstenoivv  hnt^u 


tOT«  i—i^Uateil  wn  dMrlf  Dm  mr  ikU  UwtU  k  •  A*>im  hut  tu  tW 
pHMl  kaU  W  h*  twAimf.  Mr  CliwW.  Marpw  ta  IWn^wMr.  mhI  Ok 
t^maUW0mw%imtli'm\u  I Ml^  Ug  tUl^  tl.  1  »• -wvwka  wn«Mt 
w  fcj  ^M  «lM  »*— »  —  ^*  ffwfc— <  ■<  lu  — la>lihfci— .  If  I  niBi»t«r 
iW^.  •»•  ■•«  BHIrfl'*  nU.>*Ww  Ldta  lafHMfT  k-«  Ifl  .:v  ao  BW^  m4 
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TAX^rAi,  19cA  SefUmUr, 

On  the  aftenioon  of  the  16th  I  received  orders  to  proceed 
to  Nushki  without  delay.  Personally  I  was  ready  to  move  at 
a  few  hours'  notice,  Imt  personal  inohility  was  in  my  case 
liable  to  modification  by  external  influences — viz.,  transport 
and  escort.  Koth,  I  was  infonned,  would  be  present  at  my 
tent  on  the  evening  of  the  IGth.  Tlie  camels  arrived  about 
10  P.M.,  but  the  escort  rousc<l  me  from  my  dreams  at  5  A.M. 
on  the  17th  to  inform  mo  that  they  )iad  arrived,  but  without 
transport.  There  is  nothing  more  annoying  than  ti»  lie  delayed 
when  ready.  I  got  up  sharp  and  winit  ofV  in  quest  of  cnmelji, 
and  luckily  sccurctl  the  numlnT  I  wantcfl  lieforo  they  Iintl  all 
gone  out  to  gra/.(\  I  thru  had  IclHure  to  iuAiiect  my  own 
trausiMirt,  and  four  more  mi>(orab1e  animals  I  have  rarely  set 
eyes  (»n— young,  undur-sizod,  and  weak.  Clearly  AliduUah 
Khan  Nasiri,  the  contractor,  had  Ik^ou  weeding  out  his  stucL 
I  had  no  choice  but  to  utilinc^  these  camels  for  the  first  stago 
of  IG  miles  to(Sinli-Talab;  but  when,  on  arrival  there,  I  found 
ample  supplies  for  man  and  l)ea.st,  and  a»certaine<l  that  n 
similar  amount  of  supplies  had  Ikm'U  laid  in  un<ler  Sir  ](• 
Sandeman's  onlersat  every  stage  U^tween  (juetia  an«l  Nushki, 
I  at  once  dwidetl  to  hand  over  thrt»e  ciinicl-loadM  of  f<idilcr, 
which  I  had  brought  with  me  for  tlu;  liorHi^M  of  the  escort,  to 
the  QitmnnlUn  in  charge,  and  in  futuitj  to  indent  at  each  camp 
for  the  fiNlder  I  reipiirLMl.  I  wan  thus  enabletl  to  affonl  my* 
Si*lf  the  satisfaction  of  returning  at  once  to  the  contractor  tlio 
three  woptt  camelM  he  had  sent  me. 

A  minute  description  t»f  my  nmte  is  unnecessary.  Every 
one  knows  South  AfghaniHtan  and  its  valb^ys,  momitains,  tor* 
rent-beds  and  mountain-]nisHes,  and  flies.  I  cannot  let  the  flien 
iMiss  unnoticed.  The  sun  may  scorch  by  day,  and  the  cold  may 
bite  by  night,  and  lietweon  the  two  that  obtrusive  organ  the  noso 
has  "a  real  bad  time  of  it,"  as  a  Yankee  would  say ;  but  would 
that  the  sun  glowinl  fiercer,  an<l  the  chill  air  blew  keener,  were 
there  but  no  Hies  in  South  Afghanistan.  On  the  march,  they 
ride  in  hundreds  on  the  trnvoller'n  hat,  coat,  and  trousers,  and 
nmrtyriso  the  tip  of  his  nose  and  the  lobes  of  his  cars.  Doot 
one  take  a  moal  ?  tliey  buxx  ravenously  over  his  faoo,  liands. 
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■•d  food.  And  in  their  recklcM  rtgoI  nioct  n  Mnililen  tloitli  in 
■  enpat  tmlinji-ltnt  ten.  iktt»  one  Uko  np  llio  jnni  the/ 
pIttltnMMulf  iiiiliilM  iIk>  ink  on  it  <lrivs  on  llio  paper,  thna 
mbliin;;  the  ■•tn(tin;!-|niKr  of  iu  hoiKMirahle  tiinctiniui.  Thejr 
«K  nliiiiNitnaa ;  eiic«|M)  ia  hnficlcM.  On  ImrtolMck,  iM-neMth  a 
tn«.  innle  a  tent,  —  wherever  tnftti  ia,  lltere  in  Die  lljr  in 
■rtwU.  l>o  jron  think  ym  oKnyn  llicui  At  nisfhi  t  Kot  no '. 
A*  ]m«  nnnke  tlw  ]>i[)o  <>f  rent  iifler  <li»iier,— the  pipe  tluit 
•hnakl  Iv  an  cigoynlttc  nfler  n  pmil  tUy'a  wnrk, — llwj  cmiio 
tUnpfMB;;  fmtn  llw  natf  of  tin  tmi,  wliere  tlicj  luvo  Uken 
ibcher  fmn  the  ritill  nif^it  air,  nil  tn  your  hcn<l.  cnnainit  in- 
rcK^nt  irriUtinn.  till  at  hi*l,  cxnvpcmlMl  nml  witrriol  U-yond 
cwlnnnce,  fmi  throw  uidc  ])i|>c  aixl  Imk,  'iIoiiin!  (lie  shm," 
a«d  aevk  iu  dnrkmiM  ilic  |ie»ce  nml  rent  tluit  nre  dciiivl  jou 
ia  the  liifliL  The  II<>ly  Scripiuru  luu  |H>rtra]-v>l  the  ilevil  aa  n 
n«rinft  ItoM :  I  lielie\'c  tliat  tiN-re  ia  nmre  iniinle  <lvvilry  in  one 
if  llian  in  all  llic  nilicr  iiH-nilwn  of  crentiim  rmuliiiuiL  Ko 
aarwhnhaa  not  marrlicil  anil  livml  in  tpnta  in  nrienUl  climni 
can  inaMUymiliitellielKTrunof  tlir  f^ptinn  pbi;;nenf  flica; 
mwd  yn,  irritatitt;;  aa  i«  tlw  ItiniMmt  of  llk-a  liere,  it  fnilea  into 
iangmtnittn  in  cniH|«ri*oii  with  wluit  tlw  wayfan-r  i-n<lun>a 
km  a  IVnian  rA«/>/MriAnaA  ()aMt-)»oiiwV  l*h>1«ihly  tlra  Hy,  aa 
a  coanMnninilnr  <if  diaravc  aiMl  inipiirily,  ia  nnoiuallciL  An 
i— rrt  that  rlnMera  m-er  a  fnul  m^v,  that  awaniM  nniiiiMl  tlie 
■ark  and  dyins.  Itial  >k-)ii-lita  ft  Itorvr  amniitl  and  k-uIc  on  alt 
that  ia  fuwl.  in)|>air,  ami  unchainljr — tlmt  i*  tlio  inavrt  tlMt 
iMm  tmt  fi»l,  ivrwma,  and  |>r<>i<cny  with  ita  pnllutinit 
tmmth.  Ua(«  the  nm-anlH^  »f  acienre  diarMverul  in  the  ty 
wmj  ipnl  (|wilitif«  to  n<antvH«iUnc«  tlto  evil  one*  f 

Cinb-TakK  aa  iu  name  inlplilT<^  ia  llie  aita  of  a  Unk ;  in 
iMt  it  b  kAhiajt  hut  a  unk.  awl  a  very  antall  one,  tl)<iiit{h 
M^  wai:li  tn  watar  man/  auiinaU  To  p)  to  it  frau  Qnct* 
la,  Ika  InnUcr  paaaea  round  tlie  neitli  apur  of  tlw  CliilUn 
nafi,  aad  thra  abapea  hia  conrae  weat  bj  aoutli.  and  cou- 
tiaMa  ta  Ulow  that  dircdioB.  with  aecM  alight  lieviatioua, 
an  IW  wmf  ta  KaahkL  Fnaa  Oiidi-TaUb  to  Kanak  ia  a  dia- 
laaai  «l  aaa*  1<  or  19  Milaa;  12  Milea  fron  Giidi-Talab 
Ika  idlqr  wWamc  wd  la  HaJitod  m  far  m  Kanak  with  vil- 
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Ingcs,  seamed  with  irrigation  clianiiels,  and  dotted  with  fichb 
of  ninizc,  carrots,  tobacco,  water-melons,  and  lucerne  grass. 
Wliont,  Imrley,  hnjri,  and  other  grains  are  grown  here  as  nthi 
(spring)  crops.  Amid  so  many  villages,  we,  l>eing  without  a 
guide,  Itad  great  difticulty  in  finding  Kanak.  The  inhahitauts 
evinced  a  general  disftosilion  to  arTonl  as  little  assistance  as 
|H)«(siMe  to  the  Hritinh  intruder ;  and  even  had  their  feelings 
1>eon  more  friendly,  linguistic  dilliculties  stood  in  the  way. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  Pushtu  of  the  west  dilVers  very 
widely  from  that  s|x)ken  around  Kahul,  so  much  so  that  the 
Afghan  of  the  Khailmr  liarely  understands  the  Pathan  of  tlie 
Peshin.  Conseciuently  the  sowars  of  my  escort,  hailing  from 
the  highlands  1»etween  Peshawar  and  Kahul,  auild  neither  un- 
derstand nor  make  theniselves  understootl  by  the  denizens  of 
this  district,  and  any  communications  lietween  them  resulted 
in  a  minimum  of  infonnatiun  acquired,  and  a  maximum  of 
imprecations  from  the  lips  of  the  sowars.  However,  tlic  steady 
reiHjtition  of  the  wonl  "  Kannk  "  was  idtimately  crowne«l  with 
success,  an<l  1»eneath  the  grateful  slmde  of  a  mulliern'-tree  wo 
awaiteil  the  arrival  of  <»ur  camels.  The  villnge  of  Kanak  lies 
to  the  north  t»f  a  momid  crowned  by  what  may  1»e  the  remains 
of  a  fort.  From  the  western  sloiie  of  that  mound  issuer  a 
clear  cool  spring  of  delicious  water.  It  is  rare  to  meet  with 
such  a  spring  in  South  Afghanistan,  wh(*re  almost  nil  tlio 
water  has  either  sume  unpleasant  flavour  or  some  |iernieiou8 
quality ;  and  here  man  must  step  in  t<»  nullify  the  lienelicxMit 
work  of  Nature.  In  the  evening  I  strolled  up  to  the  foun- 
tain-head, ami  was  watching  with  pleasure  the  jairu  s|iarkling 
current  ns  it  tlnwed  from  the  s<iil,  when  four  or  live  women  of 
the  village  approached,  and  casting  a  niunber  of  dirty  mM«* 
tiHl'$  (water-skins)  into  the  water  at  the  very  fountain -hcad» 
8tepi»ed  in  after  them,  and  proceedeil  to  cleanse  both  them- 
selves and  the  muMukn,  I  turned  away  in  disgust,  and  ro* 
tuniing  to  camp,  emptied  my  chhofjul  (leatlier  water-bottle) 
and  sent  a  servant  off  to  refill  it,  instructing  him  to  take 
care  that  no  Pathan  ladies  were  bathing  higher  up  Uie  stream. 
From  Kanak  to  Paigpai  is  a  march  of  some  15  miles 
Uirough  a  country  almost  entirely  barren.     Half -way  the 
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rml  eroMM  •  •tiffiili  pwn,  which,  howcvor,  cnaUl  be  niMle 
puMlila  for  wheeled  atrmstt  in  one  or  tvro  dnj-s  by  a  rcfti- 
nenl  of  piooeen  and  a  conipaiijr  nf  Mppcra.  Tliroaglmut  UiU 
vrnvtry  then  is  a  mmrkod  eoiTcitjr  of  food  und  fnoL  The 
MiireethptiudvmUrseljiiw  wonuwwKl-Krnb;  Iwt  JU strong 
[Mtignit  jierfnnM  must  be  wrj  nlijeclionaUe  when  Imrnin;!, 
and  apt  almost  to  tsint  the  food.  On  the  hills  anil  hi(;lier 
sinfwa  of  the  mountains,  and  on  the  Innlcn  of  Inrrent-beds, 
dwarf  tnca  and  Inmhcs  j^twrn.  and  titcse  constitute  tlie  onljr 
Material  ftv  fuel  which  this  oountr/  is  capable  of  i>Nducing. 
The  few  afric(4,  mulbrrry,  ami  willow  tnes  that  grow  around 
the  rilUges  and  on  tlw  banks  nf  tlic  water-channels  are  too 
pncinws,  on  •rconnl  of  tlie  fruit  ami  tbo  sluule  from  tlie  sun's 
baraiti);  rays  lliat  thejr  aflnnl.  to  tw  ever  nuule  the  victims 
e(  the  woodman's  aie.  The  rations  laid  in  (mm  QiiettA  to 
NKshki  t<w  the  use  of  the  Uissinn  consist  of  wlwat  ami  lau-Ugr- 
■ttaw  (Wnww).  Inrirr,  j*w  (rlnrificd  laitter).  coarae  flour, 
tliMlt  (a  kimi  of  small  \>v»  Ut  wbirh  nalivca  of  India 
an  rcfj  partial),  and  salt,  ami  of  tliese  only  the  straw 
and  larief  are  pmcnraUe  Incallr.  Lucerne  erasa  is  (^wn 
m  latce  qnantitica  in  this  nei(;lil>nnriKHHt.  One  of  the  (ew 
pvdacta  n(  these  parts,  and  one  that  mislit  well  Iw  dia- 
penaed  with,  is  a  small  species  nf  leecli  which  swanns  in 
my  water  that  is  not  fairljr  Rnwin;;.  I  rci»ore<l  three  frcm 
the  month  cf  one  el  mj  horses  to-da)*.  TIm  siifht  nf  blonl 
«■  his  li|Mi  after  a  lon^  Itot  march  ratlwr  alannnl  m&  I 
iMied  Boaae  internal  ru|4are,  and  was  conwf|ncntly  relieved 
lA  tmi  that  it  was  MtUng  worse  than  a  few  leecltes. 


Tlw  mafch  jnaatenhiy  from  rai^pai  to  Sinfibur-Chaman  was 
■a  «ar  eaa  of  abnnt  ten  milea,  albeit  moat  unintvrcstina.  for 
the  BBWtry  we  liavened  was  as  nnptodnciive  as  the  Lihjan 
daaaL  Kincbw-Chamaa  is  a  rariows  spot — in  fact  a  tiny 
«a«a.  Xot  that  it  is  iahabiteal,  nor  indeeil  dii)  1  sm  any  tncn 
e(  wm  ewnw.  It  ia  merely  a  Urjie  meadow  lying  among  tlta 
haww  UUa.  Water  ia  very  near  the  surface  eo  near,  indeed, 
that  it  KiciklM  ont  in  two  placva.  bnt  In  svcb  minaU  qoanti. 
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tics  AS  to  be  quite  inadequate  to  meet  the  wants  of  a  large  force. 
The  main  water-supply  consists  in  two  pits,  dug  speciallj  for 
the  use  of  the  Mission,  some  ten  feet  deep  and  Uiree  or  fonr 
feet  in  diameter,  each  containing  from  one  to  two  feet  of 
water.  Tlie  grass  which  entitles  this  spot  to  be  termed  a 
meadow  is  of  a  tough  spiny  character,  such  as  I  liave  never 
before  noticed ;  a  dog  runs  over  it  like  a  bear  on  hot  irons, 
and  yet  horses  eat  it  readily.  Singbur  proved  a  most  pleasant 
camping-ground.  A  cool  west  wind  blew  freshly  down  the 
valley,  and  the  green  grass  seemed  to  take  all  the  sting  ont  of 
the  rays  of  a  sun  that  hereabouts  is  usually  reflected  from 
buniing  sand  or  soil.  The  distance  from  Singbur  to  Khaisar 
is  25  miles,  and  a  very  wearisome  march  it  is,  over  hill  and 
dale  and  stone^trewn  torrent-beds,  and  shut  in  by  bleak  hills, 
dotted  here  and  there  with  a  stunted  tree  that  tends  only  to 
bring  out  the  general  barrenness  in  stronger  relief;  for  it 
reminds  one  of  a  fact  that  one  might  otherwise  forget  her&— 
viz.,  that  verdure  is  a  reality  and  not  a  dream.  Tlie  distance 
from  Panjpai  to  Khaisar  is  therefore  about  35  miles,  and  tlie 
necessity  of  a  watering-station  between  these  two  places  has 
doubtless  been  the  origin  of  Singbur-Chaman.  Khaisar  also 
is  a  name  and  a  watering-place,  but  not  a  habitation.  Kliaisar, 
as  I  was  informed  by  a  Bcluch  sowar,  is  the  Beluchi  word  for 
tamarisk.  Tlie  river  is  tcnncil  Khaisar  Lora,  because  its  bed 
(as  far  as  the  eye  could  see)  is  a  dense  mass  of  tamarisk* 
When  it  was  finally  decided  that  the  Mission  should  take  the 
Nushki-KudViar  route,  Sir  K.  Sandeman  was  called  upon  to 
collect  supplies  at  suitable  stages,  and  institute  a  postal  service 
between  Quetta  and  Xushki.  The  postal  service  is,  of  course, 
carried  out  by  the  "  local  levies,**  ^  and  seems  to  act  satis* 
factorily.  In  selecting  the  places  both  for  the  collection  of 
supplies  and  the  relays  of  postal  sowars,  Sir  It  Sandeman  had, 
of  course,  to  be  guided  mainly  by  the  water-supply.  Singbar- 
Chaman  and  Khaisar  are  cases  of  Hobson's  choice,  there  being 

*  TIm  "UkU  toriM  **  are  A  bodj  of  lionenMii  kepi  up  bj  th«  ptUy  dUifi  is 
the  BcluebiiiMi  tfencj  for  Um  Mrriot  of  Um  IndiMi  GortnimtnL  Tbaj  ^^ 
fnA»€9d  that  dwtinguMlMd  eorpt  mi  known  m  Um  **  Moeh  Ovidw,**  sr 
""Caich'tB-AUT*^'*.** 
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water  Mnrhera  elw.  It  in  with  k  wnse  of  thuikfulncss  that 
I  now  lonk  npoo  the  march  from  the  fonner  lo  tlw  latter  «• 
lor  BM  a  thin;;  at  the  past,  and  I  (eel  if  ropathf  and  pitjr  for 
the  fone  of  1100  men  for  whom  it  Uttill  a  (a*k  of  the  future. 
Befora  Icaxiag  QnetU,  I  waa  infomied  ihat  the  iliatance  waa 
17  milea.  Lnckily  tor  nie,  lome  of  ColoDel  ItidfTewaj'a  aer- 
vaata  arri\'e(l  at  Hinffhur  ymtenUjr  from  Niisliki,  anil  from 
iheoi  I  Wrned  llie  roal  ilinlnntv  tn  lie  25  milea.  I  ac- 
mnlinclj'  allerrtl  mj  plan*,  ami  rtnrtetl  oiT  nil  the  tents  ami 
iM^tsape  at  10.M  r.M.,  (olkiwiit;;  mraelf  at  4  o'clock  this  mora* 
np    Tbecamelo  arrived  at  11  A.X..  ami  I  at  1113  p.m. 

Amd  K)mb  of  Kluran  rame  into  Nii»hki  a  wwk  ngn  adiI 
viatted  Cnlnnel  Itiilfiewaj-.  ami  ihroii|:h  hi*  <Azad  Khan*a)  in- 
Mrvmenialitjr  ami  lite  excrti><n«  of  Mr  Ifairntw,  ttte  |H>litical 
nKrer.  aonte  300  ridins  ami  100  pifMi — ic,  f.w  rarrjring 
watrr — raineb  tiave  Im-n  n«*cn>l>le>l  nt  Xirnhki  for  (lie  con- 
trjraiire  'A  llie  infantiy.  f>ill<>wen,  nitd  water  acnM  tlif  ileaert. 
Knae  ISO  Min/i**  (wBternrarricD')  mwtimit*  and  tifty  leather 
liorketa  ft>r  drawing  water  lutvi'  aim  liM-n  )ihividei|.  Tlio 
rhtpf  reaom.  however,  fi-r  Aim\  Klian'*  viut  (o  Nitaliki  waa 
in  enplain  tite  aettm  taken  Uy  Ui*  eldiitt  mm,  iNitilnr  Katma 
Kliaa,  lelatire  to  annae  Minimi  Itmhiiii  w1m>.  Iui\iutr  mnnlertd 
Ki«ne  naiivea  in  (l»e  llobn,  liail  taki'n  refn;;c  with  Nauroa 
Khan.  Tlie  ehief  nt  (lie  Uin;:aK  wlii-n  tlii*  crime  waa  traced 
In  hia  tnliramen,  went  ih-wii  In  KiMran  to  fieitv  lliciii.  Sanbr 
Xanrni  Khan,  (hrovKli  annie  ntinumk-ratamlinK.  iWlined  at 
tmt  to  jnv*  n|>  the  muhlerrr*,  Iml  ulliiiialely,  wlirn  niatten 
were  explained  to  him,  liamleil  titein  n\-cr.  From  thi*  trivial 
tirtmman  apeantc  a  raniiiur.  current  in  Quetta  ten  daya  afin, 
that  Xanrni  Khan  had  collected  300  nicn  and  relirlled  apiina 
kia  father's  authority.  It  waa  even  taid  that  he  |irnpoaed  to 
wmrrj  tfaa  UiaioB  on  iu  marrh  to  the  HelmnmL  Ko  mudi 
far  tba  trath  of  Ittaar  fnp.  Althon^  one  anat  fain  ailmit 
that  the  iaabilitj  of  the  Amir  to  aacort  the  Uiauon  in  aafetj 
n^  Kandahar  to  the  ItoMo-Al^lian  frontirr  ia  rather  galling 
to  tW  pr«b  of  a  lutioa  that  auhaidiaca  him.  and  avowedljr 
ra^rda  him  m  a  dcfnndant.  itill  the  eaarar  awl  pronplitadt 
he  hm  ikewa  in  daaflehing  oOdala  lo  atock  tbe  road  trea 
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Khwaja  Ali  to  Chagai  witli  supplies,  and  provide  water  at 
Pattan-reg,  must  be  accepted  as  a  clear  proof  of  liis  genuine 
desire  to  facilitate  the  passage  of  the  Mission.  Tlie  fact  that 
]iis  officials  have  been  instructed  to  lay  in  supplies  up  to 
Chagai  is  a  significant  fact,  as  intimating  that  the  Amir  still 
reganis  that  place  as  within  his  frontier  line.  It  appears, 
however,  that  the  Amir  sent  orders  to  the  Sinjarani  chief  at 
Chagai  to  provide  tliese  supplies  free  of  charge, — an  order 
that  tlic  chief,  seeing  safety  in  distance,  flatly  declined  to 
obey.  Practically  speaking,  the  frontier  line  between  Afghan- 
istan and  Belucliistan,  drawn  from  tlie  Persian  frontier  south 
of  Seistan  to  the  Indian  frontier  near  Quetta,  is  entirely  arbi- 
trary, and  subject  to  alterations  1»ascil  on  tlie  will  and  interests 
of  the  local  chieftains.  Ft>r  instance,  formerly  Azad  Khan  of 
Kharan  was  a  subject  of  tlie  Amir  of  Afghanistan,  and  received 
in  virtue  of  his  allegiance  a  monthly  subsidy  of  Ks.  GOOD. 
More  recently  he  has  lieen  an  indq)endent  chief,  and  (leqKl- 
ually  at  feud  with  the  Khan  (»f  Kelat ;  and  more  recently  still, 
in  fact  last  winter,  when  Sir  KoWrt  Sandeman  went  to  Kharan 
and  Panj-gur,  he  tcndereil  his  allegiance  to  the  Indian  Govem- 
ment — an  oMcr  that  was,  I  iniderstand,  accepted.  Tlie  renewal 
of  the  subsidy  formerly  granted  by  the  Amir  was  a  measure 
recommended  for  adoption  by  the  (xovernment  of  India,  but 
whether  adopteil  or  not,  I  cannot  say.  There  have  lieen  times 
when  the  force  of  events  has  drivent  he  Sanlar  of  Kharan  into 
the  arms  of  Persia ;  but  his  allegiance  in  that  quarter  was 
never  genuine  or  lasting.  It  is  to  be  1io|hhI  that  the  ties  that 
now  bind  him  and  his  interests  to  the  Indian  Government 
may  not  lightly  be  rupture<l.  Azatl  Khan  himself,  however, 
is  very  old  (ninety-five),  though  hale  antl  hearty;  and  his 
ehlest  son  and  successor,  Mir  Nauroz  Khan,  has  the  repu- 
tation of  being  an  anient  adherent  of  Sanlar  Mohammed 
Ayub  Khan — indeed,  was  with  him  at  the  battles  of  Maiwond 
and  Kandahar  in  1880. 

I  hear  that,  as  intended,  the  first  relay  of  the  Mission  left 
SimungU  yesterday,  and  consequently  are  at  Kanak  to-day, 
where  Colonel  Ridgeway  will  see  them  en  poMmtU.  Owing  to 
the  small  supply  of  water  at  Singbur-duunan,  the  Minion 
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ia  three  reUijrt  to  XushkL  Tb«  last  reUij  it  ex* 
peeled  to  enrit-e  et  Xuiihki  on  the  27th.  It  was  with 
legrel  that  I  tearned  this  morning  that  Colonel  rrinscp  and 
100  sabres  of  the  11th  Bengal  Lancers  have  l«een  ordered 
to  fdnm  to  India.  Snch  a  final  resolution  (for  niany  have 
the  orders  and  counter-orders  from  Simla)  seems  the 
stnui|«e  when  it  is  considered  that  the  difficulties  on 
aceo^nt  of  sapplies  and  water  .have  proved  l^s  formidable 
Ihan  expeeled.  It  is  somewhat  amusing  to  consider  that  if 
miy  the  Mission  had  left  8ir-i-Ab  a  few  days  sooner,  recall 
wmld  have  been  impossible,  there  being  no  supplies  to  feed 
the  men  and  horses  on  the  return  journey.  Once  at  Singbur* 
Chaman  and  thejr  were  safe.  A\*1iat  a  chance  lost,  and  what 
haidlinca! 

I  arrived  here  this  morning,  and  was  gbul  to  find  Mr  Ilames 
ami  Captain  de  Tiimsiv  cncnm|ieil  lK*r^  Kvcn  six  dap'  soli* 
taiy  marthing  onaldes  one  to  meet  and  grvet  a  felkiw-countrjr- 
MM  with  rencweil  sent.  Ihtring  tliv  six  days  in  which  I 
have  l«en  shut  out  from  tlie  workl.  evcr}'tliing  seems  to  ha%'e 
•adergieie  a  chan;:e.  Tlw  buit  thin;:  I  Itcanl  U^fiire  leaving 
Qnetta  was  that  the  C*hagni  rmite  was  tlie  (»iie ;  tlie  first  thing 
I  kmnl  on  arri^-al  liere  was  tliat  tlio  Cliagai  nnite  was  eiitlivly 
mii  of  the  letting,  ami  that  the  oihls  were  all  in  favour  of  tlie 
KanMalacfaah  nmte.  It  ap|ieaM  tliat  Mr  Itames,  wlio  was 
mmA  down  hers  more  titan  a  month  agi>— 1>^  as  soon  as  it 
appeared  prolsilde  tliat  the  Misniim  wimM  tmvel  this  way— 
Immeilialdy  on  arrival  cmnmencefl  an  inquiry  fmm  native 
as  to  tite  respective  a«l vantages  of  tlio  several  mutes 
Knshki  to  the  llelmuncL  Native  opinion  was  strongly 
In  IsTonr  ef  the  Kani41abiehah  route,  but  in  higlier  quarters 
the  CWgii  route  continued  to  Ami  backers.  However,  tlie 
is  plnyed  out  now,  and  backeil  by  the  reputls  of  Mr 
and  Captain  Maitbind.  Kani  lias  won  tIte  day.  It 
is  se  eseeedingly  improbable  tliat  tlie  puMic  has  tIte  very 
ooMeption  of  the  magnitmle  of  the  task  which  Mr 
raa  instmcted  to  undertake,  ia  collecting  supplies 
fieiliiint  water  lor  about  1100  men  and  MOO  animals 
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in  the  desert  between  Nushki  and  the  Helmund,  that  I 
justified  in  entering  into  some  detail  on  this  subject  The 
following  are  tlie  stages  from  Nushki  to  Galacliah»  and  the 
means  of  water-supply  at  each  stage : — 

Santluri,  10  inilcs^6  wells,  each  40  feet  deep. 

Band,  15  mile*— watered,  bj  a  Ui^ge  tank  in  which  nin-water  if  eol- 
lected. 

Uniar  Shah,  10  niilci»~watercd.  by  tanks  in  which  rain-water  it  col- 
lected. 

Zaru,  7  milen— 210  wells,  6  to  8  feet  dccpj 

Kaiu,  18  miles — 13  wcHo,  averaging  3i)  feet  in  depth. 

Gazeh  Chnh,  15  uiileK — 52  xccWn,  avera^nng  6  feet  in  depth. 

Sntia,  14  niilcs~2  wells  and  a  tank.    Water  abundant 

Shah  Ifiniail,  16  milc»<~20  well%  10  feet  deep,  and  a  spring. 

Snlian,  10  miles— 2  fprin^  and  a  tank. 

Muzlulan,  7  niilc»— 10  wells  ond  a  tank. 

Mamu,  12  milej^ — 150  wulh,  6  feet  deep. 

Galachah,  11  miles — 5  welln,  each  15  feet  deep 

Tlic  fjrcat  ninjority  of  these  wells,  cs|x?cially  the  simllow 
ones,  linve  l^een  newly  dii;;,  and  nil  the  fdd  wells  and  tanks 
have  been  cleaned  and  (kvpeniHl.  The  springs  mentioned 
were  in  most  cases  biiricHl  and  hint  in  the  sand.  Tlicy  Iiave 
1»ecn  unearthed,  and  given  a  new  lease  of  life.  Now,  consider 
that  this  is  a  desert,  where  none  but  a  few  stray  nomads  livc» 
absidutely  destitute  of  focMl-supplies  except  graxing  fur  camels* 
and  here  and  thrre  for  sitoop  and  goats;  conse<|Ucntly  all  tlio 
lubouriTs  who  dug  out  these  wells  and  tanks  had  to  bo  oIh 
tnineil  from  distant  hK*alities,  and  every  mouthful  uf  foml 
that  they  and  their  transjxirt  required  had  to  Iks  conveyed  to 
the  various  scenes  of  lalxtur  on  animals  wliieh  themselves  hail 
to  a  certain  extent  to  carry  their  own  ftXMl ;  and  as  a  lar^ 
numl)er  of  labourers  are  still  working  away  out  there,  it  has 
l>een  necessary  for  several  weeks  to  seo  that  food  was  duly 
eonveyed  to  them.  Add  to  this  that  Ileluch  sowars  have 
from  the  first  l»cen  postetl  at  all  the  stages,  for  the  purpose 
of  communication  and  for  ]K)stal  service.  Tlicso,  too,  and 
their  horses,  could  not  live  on  the  sand  of  the  I{(^tAii,or 
the  black  gravel  of  the  "  Lut''  Furthermore,  Mr  Ilanies  has 
obtained  from  the  districts  of  Quetta,  Shora  Itud,  Shorawak, 
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K«Mk.  umI  ottter  Irx-alilin,  kml  Mom)  nt  om)i  of  lite  >Ufict 
above  tuuMd,  200  numnda  of  gnss  ntiil  MdMn,  90  luaumla  of 
htrWjr,  40  nuraiKU  of  flmir,  KO  tnaundi  of  wocnI,  4  inauiub  of 
gkft,  and  a  mIKcient  amount  of  mIi  ami  ilktttl.  TliU  is  tiM 
qoantitf  cakuUlnl  to  furniili  one  ilajr'a  su)>j>lica  for  tlie  culira 
If ta>M« ;  and  in  aiMilion  to  il  ai  a  rrapr\'c,  a  rimilnr  (]iinnttt7 
lias  Iwi-n  atond  at  Ilaml,  ArlHi,  ami  (ialncluilt.  and  Imlf  Hm 
qaaaiiijr  at  tbe  oilier  sUijm.  Iloucldy  a|wnkiii|:,  llK-rcfure,  Mr 
IlanM*  haa  collected  and  conveyed  llinMigli  thin  ileaert  6500 
aaannda,  or  1300  nuiic)>l<«<ta  of  Aupplie* — an  antlcrtnking  that 
iM|Bim  no  litttle  aduiiniatmiive  aliility  la  eusura  BticceM, 
Thcae  rajiftltea,  or  rather  the  balance  left  nncnnfluiueil  1^  the 
Uia*ina,  will  lie  raretulljr  gitar«le<l  nntil  Mr  Itnmca  nnd  hia 
jnrty  rduiB  to  Knahki  fmm  llie  Heltnuiid,  to  which  point 
thej  aeenupaBf  ibe  llimioii ;  anythinf*  that  titen  mnaina  un- 
««MMNed  will  IvoKne  Die  Immy  of  any  nnniad  or  luatvr  who 
will  uke  Ibo  ItnntJe  to  p>  atnl  fcleh  it.  TIk  twn  oRicink  of 
ika  Atmir  who  came  to  ClioKai  hav-e  now  Ikcii  tliitcted  to  lay 
oat  tlieir  aappliea  aa  a  reMcr^e  on  tlio  tUtf:n  U-twcen  Shah 
iHMil  ami  flalachah.  Tlie  Amir  luu  l<cen  ao  coaiMdeiat« 
aa  In  aeml  <lown,  in  adililinn  to  the  ordinary  i>ln|4ea  o( 
lila.  lea,  tiJaum,  aupir.  opmn,  and  oilm  luxnrica  (or  Ibe 
»^  of  the  Uiaaion.  Noiwiitialamhiit;  ttieac  efhirla  <uot  the 
le«M  of  which  are  the  400  •raler<canH'U  which  are  tn  meet 
ike  Utaatnn  at  llaltan-rrj;'),  a  very  Kinmc  opinion  prevaila 
tfaM  the  Aaair  ha*  n<il  ibme  wliat  he  nii;:ht  have  done ;  and 
that,  had  the  (ioveminrtit  of  India  ailopit<d  Itiwarda  him  a 
Bef«  daciaira  ami  im|>rryw*  tone,  he  would  Ihco  liavo  bo* 
mintd  himadf  to  enaurc  tlie  M(e  pamaj^e  ut  tlie  Miwion  hy 
tlm  KamUiar-Farah  mate.  Ifv  haa,  iHiwover,  nmlertaken  to 
Imn  the  maita  ttl  the  Ui«aion  to  India  eonveyed  to  and  (re 
tit  Kaadihv.  !■  fact,  aa  aoMi  aa  llr  llamca  leave*  the 
Mlaiim  oa  the  Helmnml.  oommnnicalicm  with  Imlia  nl 
Vtaridti  will  eeaaa,  ami  tU  pn^a  will  he  tent  rid  Giriahk  and 
Kamlahar.  Later  om,  wlm  the  Uiauoa  tiean  Farah,  Kan- 
4daar>Fa>nh  will  be  the  peetal  route,  awl  that  rente*  will 


iMfUx  efctlhw  mtmJKnt  hf  Ik*  F«*«i^ 
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W^fj^^lK^M  h^  M  long  as  the  Mission  is  employed  in  delimit* 
^M*  HW  iN^lit^r  between  the  llari  Kud  and  Khoja  Saleh. 
\(*?^f^  iW  Amir's  orders,  supplies  are  now  being  stocked 
Vih  kW  I^mhI  from  the  Helmuud  to  Kulisan  on  the  Perso- 
-X%^MM  U^lcr,  west  of  Herat 

-Xi^  sW^^rilted  to  me,  the  Kani  route  to  the  Helmuud  runs  for 
Vi#i^  )i$0  miles  over  hard  jwt  (alluvial  clay),  winding  in  and 
v^  ^^i#Mig  scattered  sandhills.  To  the  right  and  left  the  road 
^  ^nHindcfl  by  the  Ecgistan — t,r.,  sandy  desert — more  espe- 
<^»A%  to  the  right,  in  which  direction  the  Kegistan  strctcliet 
^>i^:i^^  to  Shorawak,  Kandahar,  and  Girislik«  Year  by  year 
^^  x'ast  mass  of  loose  sand  is  moveil  steadily,  presumably 
W  tlie  action  of  wind  alone,  to  the  norUi-east,  and  some 
|vrM>ns  of  a  scientific  bent  have  even  gone  so  far  as  to  gauge 
llic  rate  f»f  annual  pn^gress,  and  calculate  in  how  many 
thousands  of  years  the  now  smiling  valley  of  the  Aigliandab 
will  lie  a  hnwhng  wihlfniess — a  "  bunit-out  heU,"  as  it  lias 
liwn  graphically  tcnncil.  Onlinar}*  mortals,  however,  I  luive 
nciiircKl,  do  ufit  evince  any  strong  interest  in  the  eocene  period 
c»f  IIki  futMfd ;  let  us,  then,  kmve  the  future  of  the  eartli't  crust 
t^  iUK^Ifi  and  to  those  who  make  it  their  s|)ecial  study.  The 
Uh  fiO  or  00  miles  of  the  desert  to  the  Helmund  is  in  local 
]fnt\m9Hi  knnwh  ns  the  "Lut,'*  and  consists  in  the  main  of 
hUtk  utn^cl,  wlii'nce  no  drop  of  water  is  known  to  issu«. 
Aif*»^  thh  Inviting  s|K)t  it  is  prn]Nise<l  to  march  the  Mission 
\u  fMMf  f M)rt)fii  nt  a  day's  interval :  lir»t,  cavalr}* ;  second,  in- 
lnu\ft,  ^HU  \\w  ni(*dical  and  scientific  establishments ;  third 
^M'l  fMMHif,  the  heavy  bnggjige  with  infantry  escort.  Tlie 
U^ffh^h^  tt)ll  \m  made  by  night  and  by  moonlight.  On  the 
i^^'Mf,  ^<ff  Mf\hU  diite  it  is  expectu<l  the  cavalry  will  move  to 
hffff'l.  ffff.  uv*fiu  will  lie  wuU  up  and  give  a  good  light  as  soon 
ff(<  fifh  hii*fi\hit  of  night  fall.  It  is  proUible  that  as  soon  as 
iUh  \ihH^  hI  (Imi  day  alwiU^s,  the  tenU  and  kit  will  lie  loodod, 

H|^.      t  t     *•/!  '«m*UU,  U  ih«  cftniniencrmmt  t4  Ui«  winter  of  1SS5.SS  ilm 
yfj  ...  fr  .|««  t^f  r»*iMtftUal«m  piMtal  niaie  wm  tnuwfcnTwl  fmn  Um  QweiU 
U.  •■■*  ^     ti,i-  ^^«M»ilf  KaIiuI.  iUt  result  l«inf(  cUre  dmimitm.    Ae  a  iwattir 
^  *    •    ^f     tf.fH^n  Hmi  Um  thniUKlt«iut  reniMned  Ui«  nnlj  nAitAJU  bmmm  of 
•  iJ  7*t  *'  U^^M^  hnlbi  Mxl  Ute  A.  U.  C.    The  Hindu  K«eb  |«iMeU. 

*H ;      ih^  ,rt  |f(4  ii^^u  ftf*  In  winter  blocked  with  mow. 
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wad  Iht  party  will  nuuth  at  toon  at  all  is  ready.  A 
oSeer  or  a  nativv  a/AicU  will  aooompany  each  relay,  and 
win  ba  renponaiUa  for  iU  nfe  condact  To  loae  the  way  (I 
lay  path,  (or  tiiere  is  none)  in  this  wilderness  is  a 
thing  e%'en  to  a  liaUtoal  denisen  of  it ;  and  Uierefore 
the  axiom,  that  tiie  safe  conduct  of  each  relay  from  one  stage 
tm  another  deasands  every  care  and  precaution,  requires  no 
dsnwinstrsfinn.  Three  mounted  and  five  foot  guides  aocom* 
pany  each  relay,  and  at  night  fires  will  be  lighted  on  suitable 
rievatioQS  near  tlie  route  at  intcr\*als  of  tliree  or  four  miles, 
and,  if  feasible,  a  system  of  signalling  by  rockets  and  mag- 
wire  will  be  arranged.  It  is  probable  that  the  entire 
will  march  rid  Shah  Ismail  and  Galachah  to  Khwi^a 
AU;  but  shouki  any  difficulty  about  water  lietween  Shah 
Isamil  and  Galachah  arite,  then  tlie  cavalry  will  turn  ofT  at 
the  locmer  stage  and  reach  the  Helmund  at  Lamli,  rid  Arbn. 
Ilicfe  is  an  ezorllent  spring  umkr  tlie  hill  at  Arbtt«  The 
distance  from  Arbu  to  Landi  is  50  miles,  ami  must  be 
tiavetied  in  a  single  ni|^t  march.  lIowe>*er,  each  iiorse  in 
the  11th  Bengal  Lancers  carries  a  small  mmmmk  attaclied  to 
the  girths.  The  infantry  and  iieavy  Imggsge  will  iirocecd  rid 
Galachah  to  Khwi^a  Ali,  wliere  tlie  cavalry  will  rfjoin  tliem. 
I  am  agreeably  surprised  with  Xnshki.  I  iiad  pictured  to 
myself  a  secoml  Ktndli ; — not  so.  The  days  srs  a  bit  liot  in  a 
tsaS,  hnt  the  strong  brcese  enables  one  to  biiar  tlie  licat  with 
e^nanimity.  True,  tlie  flies  lead  one  the  life  of  a  dog.  and 
the  beistsrone  brecje  spreads  a  film  of  dust  over  everything. 
Hewwsr,  I  prefer  the  brrem  pirns  dust  rather  than  the  heat 
mimm  hfmm.  Any  otm  who  prefers  the  hitter  alternative  will 
have  nothinf  to  gramble  at  hers.  The  present  camp  is 
fiedrnd  doee  to  lour  watar-nuUs,  which  have  gronnd  most 
irf  ths  tonr  collected  here  for  the  aatavm  of  the  Missioo. 
Wmm  ths  nefth*west  lo  the  south-east  strelchm  a  strangely 
tihhed  ami  fwrowed,  ridged  and  hollowed  range  of  hills,  ter- 
10  tha  eonth  in  a  highish  psak.  Acrom  this  vast 
or  are  strelchm  a  lew  line  of  hills  from  the  north* 
tn  math  issi,  lorming  aa  it  wers  iU  base.  From  the 
if  ym  leak  Is  the  weal  and  sontlKwma  over  this  low 
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line  of  hills,  or  through  gnps  in  it,  you  see,  some  fifteen  or 
twenty  miles  distant,  n  red  hillocky  barrier;  tliat  is  the  edge 
of  the  desert  which  the  Mission  Ims  to  cross.  At  present 
the  camp  is  mostly  represented  by  the  five  days'  supplies 
collected  here,  and  by  a  lot  of  wild-looking  Pathans,  Beluchis, 
and  Brnhuis,  who  doubtless  are  all  contributing  to  the 
success  of  tlio  journey  of  the  Mission.  When  I  rode  in 
yesterday  morning  at  9  o'clock,  I  found  Mr  Barnes  and 
Captain  de  Lacssoe,  with  Sardar  Aliyar  Khan  Kaisari  and  the 
inevitable  nondescript  mob  of  hangers-on,  busily  employed  in 
imssing  in  review  the  camels  and  camel  puckals  wliich  are  to 
accompany  tlie  Mission.  Most  of  the  latter  ^lassed  muster  all 
ri^^ht,  and  the  remainder  were  put  a.si<lc  to  be  rejiaired  and 
have  mutton-fat  rublHHl  into  the  scams.  Tlie  hhiMis'  wMttuls 
are  kept  filled  with  water  under  grass  to  shelter  them  from 
the  sun's  rays.  By  the  by,  in  addition  to  knrbce  and  hkoom 
(fmldcr  for  animals),  I  see  stacked  here  a  large  quantity  of 
what  I  conclude  to  be  the  celebrated  Shorawak  grass,  which, 
being  discovered  in  the  winter  of  1880-81  at  the  close  of  the 
Afghan  campaign,  conferred,  so  report  says,  on  tlie  liappy 
tinder  the  distinction  of  being  mentionc<l  in  despatches.  It 
Wars  a  close  resemblance  to  small  dry  sticks,  and  looks  as  if 
it  would  make  better  fuel  than  fmldcr.  A  hungry  horse,  how* 
ever,  is  not  hard  to  please.  In  the  collection  of  supplies  here, 
and  nt  the  stages  across  the  desert,  the  neighbouring  Ileluch 
chieftains  have  been  active  in  affonling  assistance,  more 
especially  Sanlar  Azad  Khan  of  Kharan,  Sardar  Aliyar  Khan 
Baisari  of  Kanak,  and  Sardar  Ali  Klian  Sinjarani  of  ChagaL 
Hie  supplies  sent  down  from  Quetta  have  been  a  fertile  source 
of  toil  and  trouble  to  the  iK)litical  officer  hero.  Almost  all  of 
them  arrived  largely  adulterated,  but  whether  before  leaving 
Quetta,  or  by  the  sowars  on  the  road,  is  not  certain.  How* 
ever,  it  seems  likely  that  the  sin  will  Ik  brought  home  to  the 
perpetrators  before  long.  I  saw  some  bags,  supposed  to  con* 
tain  barley,  that  admirably  illustrated  the  tenn  of  "  lialf-and* 
half,"  the  otlier  lialf  being  dirt.  Tlie  water  here  is  abundant 
and  fairly  good,  but  should  not  be  kept  long  after  being 
drawn  off  from  the  stream,  as  it  contains  much  v^taUe 
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■Mtter,  tad  rapidly  patrcfics.  The  ftrwiii  liere  is  Uie  tame 
Khamr  Lora  that  is  crossed  at  Kliaisar.  I  hare  noticed  that 
the  water  of  streams  flowing  in  channels  where  the  tamarisk 
is  inrariahly  full  of  vegetable  matter,  and  speedilj 
putrid  wlien  drawn  from  the  stream.  A  quarter  of 
a  miik  Co  the  south  of  tlie  Mission  camp  lies  the  camp  of 
Aiad  Klian«  consisting  of  tltrce  or  four  tents,  a  stack  of  grass, 
iflj  Dclnch  mares  and  liorses  picketed  anyhow,  and  the 
retainers,  wlioso  apiwarance  cannot  consistently  with 
tffvth  ezpnue  tlicni  to  compliment 

As  Cokmcl  Itiil^way  is  tlcsiroiis,  if  poesihle,  to  nuirdi  the 
wlmle  of  the  lliMiion  rirt  Sliah  Ismail  and  (Saladiah  to 
Khwi^  All,  Captain  Maitland  started  from  here  a  few  da}-s 
Bffo  to  examine  ami  report  on  tlie  condition  of  tlie  water  and 
anpplies  from  Sliah  Ismail  to  Galacliah.  Tlie  latest  report 
from  Mr  Ilames's  native  suliordinate,  who  lias  diar^  of  tliat 
aectinii,  ia  favooraliie.  Reports  from  Captain  Peacockc  of  tlie 
eooditioii  and  qoantity  of  the  water  in  tlie  wells  ami  tanks 
fauni  Iwodnri  to  Sliah  Ismail,  and  the  rates  at  which  the 
wella  refill,  have  been  received,  and,  all  considered,  Uie  re- 
pntt  is  Mtisfactnry.  It  was  pleasant  to  read  tliat  at  Umar 
8lmh  camels  were  daily  in  Uie  liaUt  of  batliing  in  tlio  tanks, 
a»d  thai  coosefinently  tlie  water  was  very  foul  ami  full  of 
wufina,  the  nomads  and  othera  wlio  frei|Qent  tlie  place  being 
oUtsftI  to  filter  it  through  a  cloth.  Still  it  is  abumlant,  ami 
a  filler  MmA  boiling  may  remlcr  it  fit  for  human  use.  Those 
who  ran  will  undoulitedly  take  on  water  from  Handori  or 
Daad,  and  ooi  seek  to  slmre  with  the  nomails  Uie  privilege  of 
drtnktag  from  the  crystalline  fount  of  Umar  Shah.  It  is 
posmUe,  however,  that  the  se^-eral  relays  may  march  straight 
Daftd  to  Zam,  merely  halting  at  Umar  Sluih  sui&ciently 
to  water  the  aaimala.  The  distance  is  only  seventeen 
than  the  marches  from  Zam  to  Kani,  and  Gal* 
admh  to  I^^tAn•reg. 

Mr  DaiBes  left  yesterday  morning  for  Band,  35  miles, 
Mimiaf  this  motiiiag.  Last  night  at  7  o'clock  a  thai  of 
IIm  aacMstem-wirs  light  was  made  from  the  top  of  a  hill 
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near  the  camp.  It  was  found  that  a  wind  of  ordinaiy 
velocity  put  it  out.  This  is  a  serious  drawback,  as  it  ne- 
cessitates the  use  of  a  shade;  and  as  no  special  sliades 
transparent  on  every  side  are  available  here,  an  extempo- 
rised opaque  shade,  open  at  only  one  side,  must  lie  usocL 
Consequently,  if  the  wind  be  blowing  from  the  directi«m 
towards  which  it  is  desired  to  show  a  light,  it  is  probaUle 
that  the  wire  as  soon  as  ignited  will  lie  cxtinguislied.  Mr 
Barnes  at  Hand  was  looking  out  for  our  light,  and  says  he  saw 
once  a  high  and  star-like  tinre  lasting  some  fifteen  sccoiuK 
Actually  we  showed  some  seven  or  eight  flashes  varying  iu 
duration  from  two  or  three  to  twelve  or  fifteen  seoonils, 
acconling  to  the  ^xiwer  of  the  wind  at  the  moment  Tlio 
longer  flashes  were  only  obtained  by  holding  a  liat  between 
the  wind  and  the  light.  The  duty  assigne<l  to  me  here  is  to 
select  a  camping-ground,  and  frame  a  scheme  for  the  organ- 
isation and  distribution  of  the  riding  and  water  camels, 
mussuk'A,  buckets,  issue  of  water  to  men  and  animals  at  the 
several  stages,  emi>loymcnt  of  gui<les  (five  nuiunted  and  fivo 
foot  acc<»mpany  each  relay),  and  establishment  of  signals  by 
beacons  and  rockets. 

I  have  just  Iicanl  that  on  the  22tl  the  whole  of  the  main 
Inxly  of  the  Mission  was  still  at  Simungli.  What  can  be  the 
cause  of  delay  ?  A  week  ago  every  one  indicated  the  com* 
missariat  as  the  oflending  party ;  but  the  commissariat  ofh- 
cer,  if  asked,  would  probably  have  summarily  included  all 
the  other  members  in  the  list  of  delinquents.  The  oom- 
missariat  has  been  very  heavily  worked,  ami  overwork  in 
this  case,  as  in  most  others,  implies  sliort-handedness.  Tlie 
evil  of  tliis  delay  cannot  Ijc  oven^stimated.  The  light  of  the 
moon  for  nig) it  marches  across  a  desert  that  presents  no  land- 
mark, and  where  tlie  nonmd  sojourner  loses  himself,  is,  if  not 
imlispensable,  very  desirable.  The  moon  on  the  27th  or 
28ih  will  be  sufficiently  high  and  full  to  light  the  ca>'alry 
throughout  its  long  march  of  25  miles  from  here  to  Ikiiid. 
Tlie  march  across  tlic  desert  for  the  heavy  baggage,  and  prob- 
ably for  the  infantry,  will  last  fourteen  days;  consequently 
tlie  last  reUiy  (the  latest  report  is  that  three  relays,  not  four. 
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win  be  formedX  if  it  hud  kft  here  od  the  29th  or  30th,  woold 
have  leAched  Khwiga  All  on  the  12th  and  13th  proximo,  by 
whidi  date  the  moon  would  be  waning,  and  only  viaible  in 
the  email  booia  of  the  morning.  But  here  we  have  ttill 
fnith^  delay.  Apparently  tlie  cavalry  cannot  start  from 
XMhU  befote  the  29tii.  Tliey,  by  making  double  marches, 
eottld  reach  IHittan-reg  in  ten  or  eleven  days;  not  so  the 
infaatiy,  and  least  of  all  heavy  baggage,  wlioee  arrival  at 
Khwi^  AU  IS  now  post-4lated  to  the  13tli  and  14th  proximo^ 
when  the  moon  will  no  longer  come  forward  to  befriend  tliem 
ami  guide  their  doubling  steps.  However,  there  is  no  help 
fur  it  now;  so,  like  the  devout  Mnluunnicdan,  let  us  say 
*  Inshalkh "— «11  will  go  well.  The  water  in  the  tanks  is 
drying  up,  and  tlie  worms  in  the  tank  at  Ulnar  Sliah  are 
muhiplying.  Beally  tliis  delay  is  very  vexatious.  But 
Colonel  Ridgeway,  who  knows  how  ^-aluable  in  tliis  case  is 
crery  day  lost,  b  now  with  tlie  headquarters  of  tlie  Missioo, 
ami  it  must  indeed  be  an  insurmountable  obstacle  tlua  he 
leei^ise  as  a  valid  reason  for  furtlier  delay. 


CA«r  Xramit,  tSiA  8rf4twAtr, 

The  course  of  the  lUnindary  Mimion  thus  far  luu  been 
simply  a  series  of  rendes%-ous.  BiiMlli,  Sir-i-AK  Himnngli, 
ami  Xushki  have  all  in  turn  seen  tlie  Af;;luin  Ilinindary  Com* 
miewm  gathered  togvther,  and  in  turn  have  seen,  or  will  see, 
k  acatteivd  abroatl ;  and,  as  far  as  I  can  nee,  its  onward  course 
win  be  east  tm  similar  lines.  We  sliiill  remleivous  on  tlie 
HrlmumI  ami  at  Ghorian,  or  on  tlie  Itusso-Afglwui  bonier, 
ami  poaHbly  at  a  dfuen  places  in  lictweeti.  Captains  (lore, 
Maklami,  aad  INBacorke.  and  Lieutenant  Hon.  M.  CI.  Talbol, 
aiv  an  in  pursuit  of  their  several  avocations  between  here 
aftd  iIn  Helmuml.  whetlier  on  the  Chagai  or  on  the  Xani* 
fTfcali  Ismafl  rente.  Mr  llerk  is  putting  a  finishing  tondi  be- 
twesn  8hah  Issaail  and  Gahchah  to  the  work  set  on  fooi  by 
Hf  BaffMs,  tiN  political  ofllcer  of  the  ISshia.    Life  ban  has 

HiaBian  maiched  in«  toUowed  this  imaning  by  iIm  second. 
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calm — not  the  calm  of  iillencss,  but  the  calm  of  reasonable 
and  not  uncongenial  occupation.     It  was  like  a  picnic — an 
outing.    Men  came  and  went, — to  and  from  Quetto,  to  and 
from  Chagai  and  Shah  Ismail;  and  all  experienced  at  the 
hands  of  the  political  oflicer  here  the  truth  of  that  axiom  of 
the  hospitable  Briton,  "  Welcome  the  coming  and  speed  the 
i>arting  guest."    For  in  his  tents  every  comer  was  given  of  the 
best  that  he  had ;  and  when  duty  called  him  away,  wliatever 
he  stood  in  nceil  of — be  it  a  riding  or  baggage  camel,  a  guide 
to  steer  him  straight  across  the  desert,  or  a  bottle  of  liquor  to 
cheer  liim  in  liis  sandy  solitude — he  knew  wliero  to  tind  it. 
The  isolated  and  ill-provided  members  of  the  Mission  whom 
the  call  of  duty  summoned  to  Nushki  ahead  of  the  main  bodjr, 
would  indeed  have  enjoyed  here  but  few  creature  comforts  had 
it  not  been  for  the  kind  and  hospitable  reception  accorded  to 
all  by  Mr  llamcs.     Well,  now  our  little  picnic  is  over,  and 
tlie  face  of  afTairs  has  assumed  the  stem  ex]>ression  of  imper-> 
ative  duty.     So  wc  are  working,  all  of  us,  like  galley-slaves. 
Nushki  is  hot  enough,  although  much  cooler  than  Kindli — 
in  fact  the  nights  arc  a  bit  chilly.     They  say  the  desert 
is  cooler  than  this,  and  feels  fresher.     One  can  quite  under- 
stand its  being  fresher.     Tlie  air  of  a   ])lace  tliat  for  six 
weeks  has  been  the  liaunt   of  scores  of   lleluchis,  nrahuia, 
and  Pathans,  their  horses  and  tlieir  camels,  is  not  likely  lo 
be  of  the  balmiest.    However,  our  ]>resent  duty  is  to  get  out 
of  it  as  soon  as  possible,  and  not  to  <lwell  uiwn  its  atl vantages 
or  disadvantages.    The  moon  is  at  a  premium,  and  wc  must 
get  ever}'  day's  interest  out  of  her  that  we  can.     }\nt  liefore 
we  place  the  desert  lietween  us  and  the  civiliseil  world,  I  feel 
moved  to  weave  one  more  link  in  the  chain  of  correspondence 
which  will,  I  trust,  remind  those  we  leave  lichind  us  of  our 
existence.    Once  well  away  from  Nushki,  we  are  in  the  posi- 
ti      of  an  army  that  has  deliliemtidy  severed  itself  from  its 
The  security  of  that  army  depends  on  its  winning  a 
tie,  and  the  safety  of  the  Mi»Mion  hinges  upon  its  gaining 
Helmund  by  steady  and  uninterrupted  progress. 
The  following  are  the  arrangements  for  the  desert  march : 
he  evening  of  the  20tli,  the  infantry  under  Mojor  Meikle* 
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John  Asd  Mr  Kawlint.  Accomptiiied  by  Captain  Dorand  aa 
poliUcal  cAcer,  Ih*  Aitchiaon,  Captain  Griesbacli,  a  aecti<m 
of  ibe  hoapital  nmler  I>r  Owen,  two  native  attaches,  and  the 
reqntatte  commiMariat  and  transport  establishment  an<l  storea 
nmler  Major  Itintl,  will  lea%'e  Xiuliki,  and  aliouki  arrive  at 
Khwiga  All  on  tlie  15tli  proxiina  On  the  evening  of  tlie  30th, 
tlie  ca^mlrj  nmler  Major  Ikx,  Ca|»tain  Heath,  and  Lientenanta 
Iirvmnmnil  and  Wrij^lit,  acconiiMuiietl  by  Colonel  Itidf^eway, 
I>r  diaries  in  nieilical  cliarpe,  cointnissariat,  transpcnrt,  and 
Mcilioil  establishments,  one  native  ir/MrA/,  and  Ute  liead- 
t|nartert  of  the  Tolitical  ORice,  will  start,  and,  passing  tlie 
infantry  at  lland.  reach  Khwaja  Ali  «m  tite  12th  proxinia 
On  arrival  at  I*attan*rr^  on  tlie  ni«;ht  of  tIte  lltli,  the  cavalry 
will  fiml  there  400  m9»mMht  of  water  provi<letl  by  tlie  Amir's 
ff«lhcials,  e*itimate«l  to  contain  1600  sralkms — Le.,  about  a  pdlon 
for  each  man,  aiHl  two  pilliHis  for  i*acli  Imrse,  mule,  and  pony. 
Ha\ins  duly  watennl  each  man  ami  licast,  tlie  relay,  after  a 
short  halt  and  rest,  a^^iin  sets  off,  ami  all  liein;;  well,  rcachea 
the  HelnumI  on  tlie  morning  of  tlie  12tli.  Tlie  infantry  or 
int  relay  fills  at  (ishicluih  all  tlie  imcMs  (cornel  fPHrkmis^ 
103.  and  mule  pmtknU,  29)  and  mntMML$  (alimit  125)  supplied 
by  Mr  llames  ami  tlic  Commissariat  liepartment,  ami  takes 
them  with  tliem  for  tlie  march  fn>ro  (*alacliali  riA  Pattan-rvg 
to  Khwaja  AIL  Tlie  first  rehiy  lialts  a  <hiy  at  Pattan-rvi;.  Mr 
ilarwea,  the  {Mditical  <»tKcer  dcputr«l  by  Sir  ltoU*rt  Samleman 
to  pave  the  way  of  tlie  Mission  across  tlie  tk*sert — will  per- 
smMdly  accompany  Colomd  Ititl*:eway.  who  will  imn-e  inde* 
peftilcatly  fmn  relay  to  relay  wherever  lie  «leems  his  pereottal 
pn*c»ce  Moat  deairable. 

The  thir^l  relay— constating  of  tlie  cuminisiiariat  and  OMaa 
oiof^s  and  the  heavy  tents,  accompaiiieil  liy  Captain  Yale  ae 
pelilieal  oAcer,  Captain  Cotton  eommamling  the  eaoort,  and 
liteunent  Yale  as  aasiaiant  transport  oAcer.  with  a  native 
mnmfki  tmA  the  reqniriil  commiaaanat  and  hoapital  eaUhliah- 
Ijehmenla  leavte  Xitshki  on  tlie  evening  of  tlie  1st  October, 
«ML  —irrkinf  slage  by  stage,  with  occasional  halta,  is  tinisti 
!•  teedi  Kliviga  Ali  on  the  Itih.  The  400  aiaanifa  need 
hf  iIn  eavniry  relay  will  be  reiUed  and  rstnmed  froaa  iIn 


FROM   RINDU   TO  Nl'SUKI.  47 

Helmund  iu  time  to  meet  the  third  relay  nt  Pattan-reg  on 
the  15th.  The  political  oihcer  and  the  otliccr  comiiiandiiij; 
tlio  escort  with  each  relay  have  been  provided  by  Colonel 
Kid^way  with  very  clear,  precise,  and  detailed  iustmctionB 
oh  the  subject  of  foo<l,  water,  guides,  niglit-signals,  order  and 
method  of  march,  &c  Tlie  water-carriage  for  the  present 
is  divided  between  the  first  and  thinl  relays,  the  cavalry 
haniig  their  own  wussuks.  On  the  arrival  of  tlie  third 
relay  at  Salian  on  the  11th  proximo,  the  assistant  transport 
ofliccr  lias  been  directcil  to  move  forwanl  with  all  tiio 
watcr-carringc  accompanying  that  relay,  and  overtaking  the 
first  relay  (infantry)  at  Manni,  to  march  with  it  to  Gnla- 
chah  and  make  all  the  necessary  arrangements  for  filling 
the  pnckah  an<l  mnssvkn,  and  conveying  them  to  Pattnn-rcg. 
Tlie  infantry  escort  of  the  thinl  rt»lay  arc,  every  man,  niouutctl 
on  riding-camels,  to  enable  them  with  greater  facility  to  carry 
out  their  duty  of  carefully  watching  the  section  of  tlie  long 
line  of  Ixiggage-camels  intrusted  to  them,  and  preventing  loss 
of  touch.  Although  each  relay  has  ten  guides — five  niottnted 
and  five  on  f<NH — that  numlier  will  not  suffice  to  conduct  safe 
to  its  destination  a  line  of  caiuels  three  miles  in  lengtli,  if  it 
lie  allowetl  to  straggle  and  divide  itself  into  innumerable  small 
sections.  Tlie  water-carriage,  supplie<l  partly  by  the  commis- 
sariat and  partly  by  S.'mlar  Aliyar  Khan  Kaisari  under  the 
onlers  of  Mr  Harnes,  which  accom]ianics  the  Mission  on  its 
march,  will,  it  is  estimated,  su])p1y  2800  gallons  at  least  for 
the  use  of  the  first  relay  (infantry)  at  Tattan-reg.  At  souio 
few  halting-places  the  camels  will  not  be  allowed  to  drink,  but 
in  no  case  will  it  be  necessary  to  reduce  the  aUowanco  for  men 
Ijelow  two  gallons ;  and  it  seems  pn>bable  that  horses,  mules, 
and  ponies  will  get  their  full  allowance  except  at  Tattan-rcg. 
Tlie  240  riding-camels  available  sutlice  to  seat  about  350  of 
the  infantry  and  camp-followers — in  short,  more  tlian  one- 
lialf  of  those  who  have  no  means  of  locomotion  but  their 
own  legs. 

I      To  turn  from  the  ]»resent  to  the  past     On  the  evening 

\  of  t       24th  a  sowar  arrived,  bringing  a  letter  from  Kazi 

lin,  announcing  his  presence  in  Shorawak,  and  his 
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wrival  tx  Xotliki  on  Um  morrow.  H«  U  the  Mm  of  Khan- 
i-UaUa  Khan,  Um  leading  relif;ioiu  iipirit  in  KnbuL  After 
ou  eracaatioa  of  Kandahar,  and  wlien  Abdnr  Rahmati,  bf 
Um  defeat,  or  raUwr  diaconflturs,  of  Ajrab^for  it  waa  onljr 
llw  trancberj  of  a  Kaljal  Raiment  with  Ayub  tliat  pt'o 
victocy  to  hia  rival — had  eatal>liah«d  hia  power  thne,  Kaxi 
Saad-nd-din  waa  appointed  Kaii  of  that  cii]r.  SubaequenUf 
ha  fell  into  dingrace,  and  waa  recalled  to  Kabul  However,  it 
appear!  bjr  hU  prvaent  appointment  that  Iw  haa  rcinatatad 
hiiniilf  in  the  Amir'i  f;ood  booka.  On  the  niomin;;  of  tba 
25lh  a  aecond  letter  came  in,  intintalinf;  that  he  had  reached 
a  villai^a  ntne  twenty  mile*  diaUnt,  and  would  be  in  Nulikl 
aeaae  tisMdurinR  the  dajr.  accompanied  bjr  150  aowara.  About 
3  PJL  new*  waa  brought  that  he  waa  nenrinK  the  camp.  Ac- 
coedinf^jr  Ur  Hamea  anfl  Cai>tain  de  Lacaaoe  went  out  to 
Meet  hia^  althanf:)i  nothin;;  in  the  form  of  an  utUM  waa 
attaaipted.  Accompanied  l>}r  ten  or  twelve  Afghan  offic«n  of 
cnTBliT— to  jaigt  by  the  dimsit/  of  their  attire,  th^  mnat 
ban  iipiaiuwled  moat  of  the  cavalrr  repmenta  in  tlie  Anir'a 
aervica— he  waa  oondoctad  to  lit  DartMa'a  alnaiMaoA,  and 
than  pa.  after  a  brief  apelt  of  conrerwlion  and  the  ai|^B|l  o( 
■awlf;  tinj  cnpa  of  sreen  tea,  he  ami  hia  anite  were  ahowa 
faUo  a  tent  pfvparad  for  their  reception,  lliere  to  reat  after 
tWr  loan  riile,  ami  await  the  arrinl  of  their  own  tenU  and 
haopvai  TIm  lowaia  with  the  Amir'a  agent  number  only 
M,  and  it  ia  pcobaUa  that  thia  nnnlwr  will  not  be  in- 
cnnaad  nati)  the  Uiaaion  neara  the  Tnrkoman  border,  when, 
k  ia  aaid,  a  ngiMeBt  of  Afghan  earalry  will  join  na,  ami  march 
pualM  to  onr  left  flank,  at  a  diwtaace  o(  (our  or  fire  milea,  to 
nbnnle  the  poaaiUlity  of  a  Tarkoanan  onalanght  on  onr  pr»- 
Iracfd  bn(tV>8a>liBa.'  On  the  arriral  of  Cokmel  Ridgewaf 
bnM  QwUn  jreateidaj  nMmiag,  the  Amir'a  asent  at  one* 
fWtad  Ua — •  ooniteay  that  waa  retvaed  thia  erening  bjr 
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ColoMcl  Ridj^eway.  It  is  inteiuletl  to  present  him  with  ft 
hniidAunic  AnstniliAii  liorsc,  as  a  token  of  rcgnrd  from  tlie 
Indian  (tovcnimcnt  Tlie  first  impression  made  by  him  on 
all  those  liere  who  Itave  converseil  ami  associated  with  him, 
soiMus  to  be  tolerably  favourable,* 

On  the  niornin«r  of  the  24th,  Sanlar  Azad  Khan  of  Kharan, 
attended  by  a  nunibiT  of  IVehioh  chiefs,  his  adherents,  visited 
Mr  Barnes.  As  I  was  most  anxious  to  see  one  who,  for  his 
feats  of  streiif^th  as  a  youn^r  man,  an<l  as  a  bohl  raider  all  his 
life,  stands  unrivalled  in  these  parts,  and  who  has  maintained 
his  indi*]H)ndoneo  apiinst  the  encroachinf;  efforts  of  Afghan- 
istan, Ternia,  and  Kelat,  I  made  a  point  of  being  present.  He 
is  Ijc'lieved  to  l>e  close  on  a  hundred  years  of  age — consequently 
I  was  not  8uq)riseil  to  see  him  bent  and  somewliat  infirm; 
but  when  he  shook  hands  with  me,  the  {wwer  of  his  grip  told 
me  that  the  astonishing  reports  current  of  his  fonner  strength 
could  not  be  without  good  foundation.  Among  others,  it  is 
said  that  he  could  liend  and  unliend  four  horse-shoes,  clamped 
one  above  the  other,  with  the  ease  with  which  most  men 
would  bend  a  pliant  cane.  He  can  still  ride  long  distances: 
be  rode  just  now  from  Kharau  to  Nushki,  and  it  is  said  that 
during  the  last  few  years  he  has  personally  joined  in  more 
than  one  raid.  He  8iK)ke  at  length  in  Persian  to  Mr  Barnes 
alK)ut  certain  matters  affecting  his  territory  with  a  cleaniess 
of  meaning,  though  not  of  intonation,  that  showed  tliat  his 
mental  faculties  were  but  little  if  at  all  impaired  I  gathered 
fnnu  what  he  said  that  but  little  love  was  still  lost  between 
him  and  the  Khan  of  Kelat — although  nominally,  I  under- 
stand, the  breach  lietween  them  has  Ijcen  repaired.  Another 
I>oint  on  which  the  conversation  turneil  was  tlie  southerly 
limit  of  the  Amir's  suzerainty.  Azad  Khan  empliatically 
denictl  that  tlie  Amir  had  any  sovereign  rights  south  of  ilie 
Helmund.  However,  as  every  one  knows,  the  frontiers  of 
Afghanistan  are  very  elastic,  and  contract  and  exjiand  in  pro> 
portion  as  the  fortunes  of  the  holder  of  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment at  Kabul  are  in  the  ascendant  or  otherwise. 

On  Colonel  Itidge way's  return,  Sanlar  Azad  Khan  waa 

I  This  ftr«i  iiii|irMMaa  did  not  witbtUnd  Um  tMt  ol  UoMi 
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wtriT^d  in  tUte  in  darbnr,  and  prMented  with  a  kkUhL  It 
it  goMralljr  coiuiiilered  here  that  hii  allcgianoe,  and  that  of 
the  chiefs  ami  tribes  who  atlhe re  to  him,  to  the  (tovernment 
af  India  slioahl  he  cemented  by  a  subsidy.  And  jret  apiin  it 
is  toleraldjr  clear  tliat  none  of  his  sons  has  the  fm^sti^te  ami 
aldity  tliat  has  attracted  to  his  siile  so  many  of  tlie  IWlnch 
chieflainik  Tlicre  is  no  mistaking  tlie  marke<l  respect,  and 
prriiapa  aflecti«m,  witli  which  lie  is  re^nle«l  by  titcm.  Wlmt 
is  mnm  the  nse  of  sulmiiltjiinj;  tiN*  Ap.nl  heati  of  a  confaleracy 
winch  will  pml«l4y  lie  scattered  to  tite  four  winds  on  his 
ilcaiiiie  f  It  iie<*ms  a  douUful  policy.  On  tIte  ntlicr  hand,  if, 
as  is  thottglit,  tiie  muto  m»w  travencil  by  tlie  Mission  will  in 
fntnre  be  of  ^*iit  value  as  a  means  of  operating  on  tlie  flank 
nf  a  fnrre  in\*adin|*  India  rid  Herat  and  Kandaliar,  then  it 
■nut  l«  ailmittc«l  that  tlic  frieitdlimms  of  tlicie  tribal  chiefs  is 
of  paramount  imimrtanre.  May)«  a  neutral  \mVtcr  is  best. 
tVeaenre  friemlly  n*lati«uis  now.  ami  nul^itliAc  wlicn  morv 
arttre  aid  is  uee«le<l.  Tliciie  chiefs  liave  Ini^ly  aido«l  tlio 
lliastoQ,  ami  tlie  lilierality  with  which  (*oveniment  lias  met 
their  ell«irts  cannot  fail  to  1«  Ap|>rrciatc<l.  For  itintaiice,  tlie 
ridinK-canieU  pmcured  by  ^Vxad  Klwn  will  lie  |icii«l  for  nt  tlie 
rate  of  erne  rufire  fifr  Hum,  smi  tlio  pvrit^li  (*aiiM.ds  provided 
by  Aliyar  Klian  will  lie  each  |4iid  f«>r  at  the  rate  of  Its.  IG  for 
the  marrh  acrnas  tlie  tlvai*rt.  Hie  mountdl  and  fu*H  piiiles 
ate  to  l«  npwanlcti  with  similar  lil«rality ;  and  tlie  Sinjarani 
rfcirf  of  Clui:9ii  has  rrceiveii,  or  wdl  receive,  in  tlie  f«>rm  of 
pecuniary  pitn  to  his  subjirta,  a  token  of  the  value  attached 
to  kia  arr^ices^  Fuftlieruiore.  tlie  safe  arrival  of  tlie  Uiaaiott 
•t  the  Helmund  will  l«  ciiiumemorati«il  by  a  judicious  tliatri* 
Wtiioi  of  kkitiwU  to  tlHMC  wlio  are  numlieretl  auHm^  tlie  tU 
rt'fiMr  kemf  mrriii.  In  tlie  extstini*  state  of  affairs,  with 
Ajad  Khan  on  the  trtffe  of  the  Kn^xt  ami  a  sketdiy  fntora 
osi  the  hofiaMi«  anch  a  policy  seems  tlie  liest.  It  cooeiliatea 
!•  the  Brititk  Gotonimeot  the  |^»dwill,  ami,  wliat  is  tlie 
points  the  personal  interests,  of  tlie  people,  ami  yet 
not  involve  it  in  the  tielicate  }ioaition  of  a  suljsitliaer.  A 
Itrantod  cannot  bo  withliekl  without  excitin;; 
I  hare  SMntionoil  above  only  a  few  of  tlie  lieneHts 
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tlint  Imve  nccrucd  to  the  chiefs  nml  tribes  of  Ik^luchistnn  by 
the  passnj^e  of  this  Coininission  through  it.  It  has  Ikjcii  most 
weh^nine  nnd  invnlunble  to  tlicin  as  a  fount  of  wealth,  and  it 
is  to  1)e  hoped  that  the  seed  of  interested  and  disinterested! 
friendliness  lierehy  establisheil  may  prfHlucc  a  fine  crop  of 
advantaj^eous  results  hereafter,  to  be  rea|)e<l  by  the  hand  of 
the  sower  when  the  time  comes  to  a]»]>ly  the  sickle.  I  may 
add,  apropos  of  the  aliove  remarks  as  to  the  value  of  this  route 
for  strategic  purposes,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  officers  who 
have  explored  the  several  routes  from  Xusliki  to  the  Helmund, 
that  the  water-supply  obtainable  by  tlie  constniction  of  wells, 
formation  of  tanks,  and  exploitation  of  springs  is  simply  un- 
limited ;  that  the  country  presents  almost  no  difticulties  to 
the  construction  of  a  railway,  and  is  fitted  in  most  places  f«ir 
wliceled  carriage ;  an<l  that  the  development  of  the  water-su]*- 
ply  would  be  at  once  attendwl  by  the  intlux  of  population 
and  s]iread  of  agricMiUural  enterprise.  The  i^erpctual  shiftings 
of  the  drift-sand  is  the  chief  dniwliack. 

Not  much  news  conies  in  from  the  fnuit.  Captain  reacocke 
came  in  on  the  25tli,  having  Iteen  to  Shah  Ismail  and  Imck  in 
six  or  seven  days  on  a  camel,  and  having  mcasunnl  tlic  con- 
tents and  rate  of  refilling  of  the  wells  and  tanks  at  each 
stage.  His  re[)orts  are  entirely  favourable.  He  started  ofT 
again  yestenlay  with  four  native  sultordinates  of  the  Intelli- 
gence branch  to  explore  routes  rid  Chagai  and  Dilliandan  to 
Oalachah.  Captain  Gore  and  Lieutenant  Hon.  M.  Ct.  Talbot, 
It.E.,  are  respectively  surveying  the  routes  from  Nushki  to  tlie 
Hehuund,  ri4  Chagai  and  Kani,  meeting  at  Cfalachah. 


CIIAI'TEK     III. 


ACHUKM  TUK  KKHKRT. 


Tmt  ilMpatcli  n(  i)i«  iiiiwim  fhmi  Kii^iki  iit  tlirm  nh^yn  on 
tlir  3Mi  bimI  Will  ultiitHi  mul  l>t  itmlniil  Iuih  Iwh  Mcmtf 
|4Hhe«l  MitMiKtnnlf.  Men  witn  nn*  ntrMMmiKt)  t<i  tlw  pre- 
timm  mmI  (iMri)iline  <4  tlw  iiinvciniiiU  nf  i\-;,>iilnr  tmojia 
|«in-i(tcil  witli  orpttiixci)  tFiiti*|inrt  iiuiy  |bNiail>lj-  Miiilo  at  tlw 
wHU.it  im  thftt  Uw  ninvriucia  nf  1400  iik'h  '  in  ttirix)  InltM 
[Wrntol  wrinm  lUfflcukii'*.  It  ittii*t,  liowcvrr,  Ijv  tuueni* 
Ivml  that  the  tniwpnrt  nf  tliia  Mi«Hm,  vIiviIkt  fnr  uum, 
Inal,  walvr,  OT  La|Q:at(i!,  oiiinioU  ••!  Iiinil  cnitM-U,  wliirli  an 
fMiraIr  !■  tha  haixla  of  wild  ami  Hihli*ci)iliiivil  I'allMn  uhI 
llrladk  ririma  With  aurh  iiton  tlic  cnfitrroiucnl  of  UiaripliM, 
aa  ««dEnlnoi|  in  Um  aniij,  ia  iiiiimnailJe.  Vim  ninf  urifF. 
«c— mta.  sBi  oOnl'.  evm  tlinatvii  thrm ;  Imt  if  it  canw  in 
a  yliow  of  eoninllinit  Ihcin,  llicy  liatD  it  in  llicir  pmrar 
•I  aajr  Mowrat  to  (WliiM  to  wn-a  tlia  OmTtniucnl  anj- 
fanWr.  asd  then  iliffirtiltioa  wnultl  Mhw.  Truv.  rmi  can 
plM*  iha  twbttorj  owner  in  arreat.  ami  tnka  alnim  liU  cameb 
Uf  lona,  hit  Mch  a  ajnlMa  wimhl  mn-n  aaawrr.  It  b  tlidr 
iMafnU,  ud  aot  tbolr  (eara,  tluU  niMt !«  Kitanlol  a«  iIm  wo- 
liva  pMKT.  Of  cmiraa  tbejr  try  to  malte  tlw  beat  of  their  l«r- 
ptia.  What  la  nMra  natural  1  They  iKcfer,  if  jnaaiUa,  U> 
Inad  nniURii  at  all  on  tha  oamala  for  which  ItOTcmuMtit  paft 
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liS.  35  a-)uontIi ;  but  ns  a  1>arc  jMick-sncldlc  can  lianlly  exTidc 
detection,  they  seek  to  combine  alisence  of  wei^lit  with  ap- 
jicarance  of  bulk.  A  pair  of  large  cases,  weighing  30  or  40 
lb.  each,  made  an  imposing  and  yet  easy  load,  and  were  much 
sought  after.  Tlie  methotl  of  providing  the  first  two  relays 
with  transi>ort  did  not  admit  of  ver}'  extensive  deceptions ; 
but  when  it  came  to  the  thinl  relay,  with  its  GOO  camcl-l<iat1ff 
of  tents  and  commissariat  and  mcKS  stores,  then  indeed  the 
game  Ivgan  in  real  earnest.  Kveryihing  seemed  to  be  pro- 
gi'cssing  swimmingly  till  tlic  Uisk  of  loading  neareil  complc- 
tion.  Then,  oidy  then,  was  it  ascertained  tliat  while  many 
loads  still  lay  on  the  grouml,  the  camels  to  carry  them  were 
not  forthcoming.  l»y  dint  of  various  cxpeilients,  liowcvcr — 
mainly  by  the  oppirtuiie  j)rescnce  of  a  troop  of  fifty  or  sixty 
flonkcys — cver}*thing  was  loaded  and  desiiatchcd  by  7.30  P.M. : 
the  loading  U^gan  at  3  P.M.  The  following  day  at  Sandnri  the 
olhccrs  in  charge  of  the  third  relay  ma<le  a  careful  inspection 
of  the  loads  as  they  lay  scattered  on  the  ground,  and  all  loads 
deemed  light  were  increnwil  and  readjuste<l.  Tlic  loading 
Itegan  at  2  P.M.,  and  at  4  P.M.  all  was  ready  for  the  marclt 
The  advnnceil-guanl,  ammunition,  &c.,  having  been  sent  off, 
two  sowars  were  j>oste<l,  and  ever}'  camel  had  to  file  between 
tlicm.  In  this  way  the  numl»er  of  loaded  camels  was  counted, 
and  every  camel  that  was  lieing  sent  on  its  way  unloadeil  or 
^liglitly  loaded,  was  stop]KHl  and  set  on  one  side.  Wlien  all 
had  filed  through,  the  loads  of  those  set  aside  were  readjusted, 
and  all  spare  camels  retunied  to  the  rear-guard.  In  this  way 
some  system  of  order  and  discipline  was  forcibly  impressed  on 
the  camel-men,  and  a  correct  idea  obtained  of  the  actual 
number  of  camels  required  and  employed  to  carry  Uie  heavy 
liaggage.  Only  in  this  way  could  an  efTectual  check  be  placed 
on  the  hoodwinking  and  scrim-shanking  games  of  the  camel- 
owners. 

Tlie  country  traversc<l  so  far  presents  little  of  interest  It 
is  only  a  fiat  plain  seamed  with  sandhills— excellent  in  inott 
places  for  marching.  At  Sanduri  we  found  six  deep  wells 
that  amply  supplied  men  and  horses.  The  camels  were  not 
allowed  to  drink.     Here  at  Band  is  a  huge  tank — ^length  and 
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cortfte  ttukmnm,  enoogii  water  to  ttipply  tlto  falmlous  lioat 
cl  Xerxca^  We  Imtl  heard  beforeliaml  of  the  mml-^^rouse  here, 
m  we  aUrted  off  (three  gttns)  about  8  o'clock  (tlie  iiiominga 
mam  are  chilly— ami  moreover,  a  severe  aandatorm  liaa  been 
Uiiwiti«;  aitice  daybreak)  along  the  bauka  of  the  tank.  We 
eartainl/  walked  one  and  a  half  miles  in  inirsuit  of  onr  jAAvir 
—we  found  dnck  and  teal,  and  even  a  few  Miipe,  besides  an  in- 
it  influx  of  thirsty  sand-groiisc — an<l  even  then  we  had 
mdied  the  end  of  this  tank,  altliough  in  width  and  depth 
k  had  become  Iwt  a  titlie  (»f  wliat  it  is  at  the  IWiml  itaelf.  On 
atrival  here  at  11  p.m.  la<  ni;:ht,  were  Colonel  Kidgeway  and 
Ur  Bamea  with  the  ca%'alry  still  liere,  also  the  Amir's  agent. 
H<9wever,  by  tlie  time  we  ventunxl  to  put  our  noses  outside 
tkt  fiiM$  of  our  tents  thi^  nKiniing,  our  rrlny  alone  repre* 
arated  ctnltsetl  nun  on  the  plains  of  IWin<L  I  exclu<le  from 
tkt  above  heading  a  few  nomad  Mingals  (Brahuis),  a  small 
ploi  of  thirsty-looking  toliacoo-plnnts,  some  Imlm^la^s,  and  a 
variely  ol  water-l»inls,  including  tlie  small  blue  kingfislier. 
TW  cavalry  are  at  Zaru  to-^Uy.  We  mnrcli  to  Umar  8luilt 
this  afternoon,  carrying  water  with  us  from  liere  to  obviate 
tlw  aereNsity  f>f  drinking  tin*  worm  infcated  li«|ui<l  which  the 
there  declare  to  lie  water. 


Cjknr  OAJsa  Chan.  7ik  OrUirr, 

I  cloaed  my  last  letter  at  IkiiHl,  tlie  accoiul  stage  fn»m< 
Xasliki,  and  this  one  I  cmumence  at  tlie  sixth  stage,  wlierv 
wa  are  halting  for  a  chiy  to  gi\*e  the  camels  tlie  rest  and 
ksMfv  far  gnitng  that  tliey  decitlcilly  ncetl.  The  men  need 
no  andi  rral,  fiir  all  of  tliem.  <kiwn  to  tlie  lowly  s%reeper,  haa 
Ua  slaetl.  I«  it  horse,  mule,  |ifiny.  or  camoL  Hie  infantry 
of  thia,  tlie  thinl  rvlay  or  etliekm  (as  it  is  oIKcially 
IX  are  all  to  a  man  mouateil  on  ri«ling-caniela,  ami  the 
are  monnteil  promiacoou«ly,  some  on  tlie  top  of  a 
l-loMt  others  astriile  an  emfity  camel  pmkmi,  and  the 
sirk  im  Maashy  crates  sluiig  on  the  l«ck  of  a  camel  Ingenious 
aad  exoeUeal  for  their  light  simplicity  as  are  tiieae  cratea,  I 
leal  e«re  that  some  form  of  foot-board  or  fooi«aupport  ia  aaeen* 
tial  !•  ClMfar  ooalofft  and  eomplecenaai.   Theaa  crmtca  are,  how* 
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ever,  made  for  carr}'ing  bagga^  not  men ;  their  use  now  in 
place  of  kajawas  *  is  exceptional.  To  sit  for  hours  with  the  leg 
from  the  knee  downwani  dangling  in  mid-air  is  wearisome, 
nay  riiore,  intolerable  to  any  man ;  and  from  ob6er\'atiou  I 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  a  march  for  a  sick  nutn  in  a 
Moseley  crate  consisted  in  an  alternation  of  cfTorts  to  attain 
ease  and  rest  by  coiling  and  uncoiling  the  legs.  To  the  sick 
man  a  day's  relaxation  from  this  vain  strinng  after  the  unat- 
tainable, and  to  the  camel  a  day's  holiday  in  which  to  make 
up  for  the  short  commons  of  the  {xist,  and,  if  he  be  a  proW- 
dent  camel,  to  lay  in  a  reserve  stock  for  the  future,  must  be 
alike  welcome.  IVx^r  camels !  what  with  denial  of  water  at 
one  stn;<:e,  and  absence  of  grazing  at  another,  and  last,  not 
least,  the  presence  of  a  ])oisonous  shrub  or  grass  at  a  tliinl, 
life  at  Zaru  has  not  l»een  a  l>ed  of  roses  for  them — not,  indeed, 
that  a  camel  would  desire  such  a  IkhI,  for  they  are  known  to 
have  a  remarkable  partiality  for  thorns.  Zaru  wrought  sad 
havoc  in  their  ranks.  Its  reputati<m  as  the  charnel-house  of 
camels  is  of  oM  standing,  and  as  usual  in  such  cases,  the  mys- 
teries of  sui)crstition  are  called  in  to  explain  the  handiwork 
of  nature's  products. 

There  is  a  Mohammedan  shrine  at  Zaru  called  Ziarat-i-Saiyad 
^lahmud,  and  to  that  Ziarat  is  of  course  attached  a  fraternity 
of  fakirs.  Well,  I  say  fraternity,  but  as  I  was  not  introduced 
to  the  amfantn  of  their  luxurious  mansion,  constructed  of 
plaited  grass  and  woven  twigs  of  tamarisk,  I  am  not  preparetl 
to  vouch  for  the  existence  of  none  but  fraternal  relations  be- 
tween the  meml>crs  of  this  band  of  devotees.  Indee<l  I  can 
only  ho]H»  that  the  chief  fakir,  with  whom  I  couversetl,  and 
whom  I  found  to  be  singularly  wanting  in  general  intelligence, 
may  sometimes  l»c  able  amid  the  solitude  and  ]»rivations  of  his 
lot  to  turn  for  solace  to  the  bosom  of  his  family.  The  dul- 
ncss  of  his  eye  in  no  way  Iwlied  the  density  of  his  intellect ; 
and  yet  that  lack-lustre  orb  is  endowe<l  with  a  weird  and 
mystic  power.  Woo  to  the  caravan  bashi  who  passes  this 
way,  and  nc;;lects  to  win  the  heart  and  ward  off  the  cold  gleam 
of  the  fatal  eye  of  titat  fakir !    On  the  morrow  he  will  wend 

*  A  kind  of  pMtnicr  for  cameU  or  oiulttt. 
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Itts  oawaid  way,  leaving  ilio  carcasucs  of  a  aoore  of  camels  to 
feed  the  Tvkares  and  pnne  a  warning  to  the  next  coiner. 
Ami  not  easily  a|>|ieaiiinl  is  that  eye  which  duly  appreciates 
and  values  its  own  prestige  and  p(»wer.  Our  caravan  htuki 
gave  htm  five  nifices,  ami  was  gmci<iusly  permitted  to  go  on 
his  way  with  the  loss  of  only  seven  cnniels.  Tlie  sudden  way 
in  which  these  camels  were  seised,  fell  dowu.nnd  died,  struck 
a  perfect  panic  in  tlie  brmsts  of  the  owners.  At  nine  or  ten 
o'clock  in  tlie  morning  all  the  camchi  were  seen  trooping  liack 
into  camit.  Xo  more  gmxing  fi»r  them  that  day.  Tlie  minds 
of  the  camel-owners  were  harasKinl  lietwecn  two  douUs.  Wliile 
cursing  tlieir  lieail-man  f<>r  not  liaving  presented  the  fakir 
with  a  siifliriently  liU>ral  tio^rcHr,  tlicy  at  the  sniiic  time  inti* 
maieil  tliat  tliere  might  lie  some  truth  in  the  rc|w)rt  that  there 
gnrw  armiml  this  ramp  a  «1oiidly  fioifionons  graM  wliose  scduc* 
tite  tonihsiimcness  lun*«l  the  unwary  camel  to  it^  doom.  Tlie 
camrl  jrmmAnr  himself  <leclares  tluit  he  wntclio«l  the  camels, 
saw  ocie  approach  a  slindi,  hniwse  on  it.  stagger,  and  fall  down. 
Its  tall  was  spi««ltly  fidlowcil  hy  its  <lenth.  Tliis.  liowe%'er,  is 
mil  conclusive  proof  tliat  tluit  |«irticular  plant  is  the  fatal  one, 
ami  the  miO^^T  ^  ^^  camel -m«*n  confcMctl  tluit  they  luid 
failcil  to  asoeitaiu  the  mot  of  thi^  evil.  It  is  |iossihle  that  tlie 
fiskir  o(  the  deadly  eye  may  know ;  hut  naturally  he  has  no 
iTlimittoo  to  disparage  tlie  special  virtue  of  his  own  visual 
orpaa  for  the  creiltt  of  the  lowly  ofrii|>nng  of  a  samlhilL> 

The  p«Uic  may  imagine  posaihly  tlmt  our  march  is  one  of 
ibvar  mooolony.  The  march  itself  may  be  lirielly  depicted 
HI  the  loUewing  parody  on  two  lines  of  (I  tliink)  Ikrry 
ConiwaU— 

••811  kuNl  by  \m»A  'cms  the  Ocsrft  Mad 
Wt  BMtfdi  to  Om  li|;bt  of  Um 


Bm  k  k  not  nMmolomMU  this  life.  Every  day,  every  maith, 
eirwjr  tUfi  has  its  own  individual  features,  wliether  features 
of  sisnis  or  cJicnmaUnnis,  of  situation  and  scenery.  Why, 
tbesiflift  of  a  tme  is  an  event  hers  I  At  Umar  Sliah  we  camped 
m  a  s|ilsndid  tamarisk,  and  hanl  by  stood  a  row  of 
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willows  over  which  towerwl  n  high  sandhill,  threatening  ere 
long  to  bury  them  alive.  Tliis  morning  I  went  a  mile  out  of 
my  way  to  visit  two  trees  seen  in  the  distance.  I  imagined 
there  nnist  Ikj  water  where  there  is  vcnlure.  I  found  but  two 
dry  old  tamarisks  in  a  ruggeil  torrcnt-l>e<L  At  Sanduri  we 
clambered  up  the  sandhills  in  the  morning,  and  took  a  lost 
farewell  of  the  mountain-range  behind  our  camp  at  Nushki, 
mid  watched  some  flocks  of  the  pelican  of  the  desert,  who,  as 
they  regained  warmth  under  the  genial  rays  of  the  sun,  rose 
(A\  the  wing  slowly,  and  then,  soaring  in  wide  circles,  wended 
their  way  leisurely,  still  ever  circling,  to  I  know  not  wlierc, 
souihwanl  ap]>areutly.  Man-hing  as  we  do  late  into  the 
ni^'ht,  we  are  not  as  a  rule  early  risers.  Then  comes  break* 
fast,  followed  by  an  hour  or  two  devotetl  perhaps  to  making 
j>oii  travel  (»vcr  pajKjr,  or  in  urging  the  ever-recalcitrant  and 
argumiuitative  lieluch,  Tathan,  or  Hindu,  to  the  performance 
of  his  duties.  AlK)ut  2  p.m.,  Inifore  you  know  where  you  are, 
the  lo;iding  bugle  soiuids,  and  then  down  goes  your  tent  and 
the  bustle  begins.  The  first  day  at  Nushki  the  loading  of  tlie 
h(»avy  baggage  began  at  3  p.m.,  and  it  was  not  till  7.30  P.M. 
that  the  rear-guard  moved  off.  Next  day  at  Sanduri  loading 
K'gau  at  2  p.m.,  and  every  baggage-camel  was  en  route  before 
5  p.m.,  notwithstanding  that  they  were  obliged  to  file  Itetween 
two  lances — firstly,  with  a  view  to  detecting  and  tuniing  bock 
lightly  loade<l  camels;  and,  secondly,  to  check  the  numbers 
actually  loadeil  As  (h)vennnont  has  undertaken  to  pay 
lU.  35  a-nionth  for  every  camel  that  carries  four  maunds  with 
the  Mission,  the  owner  who  has  condescende<l  to  place  his 
camels  at  the  disposal  of  the  Sirkar  for  such  modest  remnner- 
atifm,  feels  it  incumbent  on  himself  to  endi^vour  to  make  a 
little  something  extra.  Therefore  he  has  a  passion  for  loads 
bulky  in  appearance  but  intrin.sically  light.  A  man  wlio  it 
detected  marching  off  his  camels  with  loads  of  from  two  to 
three  maunds  and  tunied  liack  to  put  up  four,  considers  he  hat 
a  grievance,  and  his  expression  of  injured  innocence  were  a 
fitting  study  for  the  artist's  penciL  Band,  the  second  stage, 
is  admirably  adapted  for  taking  a  census.  Every  camel  and 
every  driver  (in  fact,  the  whole  of  the  thinl  relay)  had  to 
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ki  rfni^  fik  acroM  Uie  dimi.  Such  an  opportunity  was  taken 
fan  adTaBta^  oL  Since  tlie  second  sUp(o  from  Sanduri  to 
Ilawl  all  lias  i^nno  well  The  roar-guanl  gets  off  between  5 
tmi  6  rji^  and,  acoonlinf:  to  the  lengtli  of  tlie  marcli,  tlio 
advanonl-i^uartl  rvaclies  the  next  caiup  lietwoen  8  and  11 
r.lL«  Mknrcd  bjr  the  roar*gimnl  soino  two  hours  later. 

So  far  tlie  iwion's  risin;;  li;;ht  luis  iiumciliateljr  succeodcil 
lo  awl  rr|ilacnl  tlie  wanhig  liglit  of  dujr,  oonw«|iivntljr  ludts 
hare  l«en  nnnocxssimrjr ;  Imt  in  future,  as  somi  as  ilarkness 
in  the  ailvaiicrtl-giuird  will  lie  lialted  to  allow  tlie  line  of 
to  clnnc  up,  simI  a  siniilnr  halt  will  bo  nia«lo  from  time 
U>  time,  as  cin*uiii»(ances  ivc|niro,  until  tlie  moon  is  woll  u|i. 
(Nm«  a  man  tones  tlie  truck  in  this  desert,  lie  is  in  a  ticklish 
|tfi«ttitin.  A  somar  of  the  1 1th  llciignl  Liiiiccrs  nunmged  to 
ItMR  himvlf  lietwcfu  Itnml  mid  Znru  on  a  liright  moiinlight 
nij«|ii^h«»w,  lie  iihNie  can  explain*  Wu  hear  verjr  little  of 
the  infantry  ami  cavalrjr  eehehms,  cxa'|it  tluit  thejr  uru  i^sttiiig 
es  all  rigliL  S«inHHiiiM*s  we  get  a  |Mdite  message  fnnu  tlicm 
as  ffdhiwn :  *  Sirry  wo*vc  ilruuk  up  all  tiie  water  before  we 
bfl;  biitiv  jrtm  will  fiml  a  little  when  you  arrive."  M  the 
w^lk  refill  liere  frmn  twici*  to  thrice  daily,  this  amiable 
wtoh  o«i  their  imrt  lias  hitlN*rto  always  liocn  grmtilietL 

At  llaml  wo  wvro  treat4*i|  to  a  very  fine  dujit-st4irm^4ilt«f 

ISBllicf  an  unusually  fino  apccimeii  of  its  kiml.    We  shot  somU 

IBTiMMe  ami  ditck  aiNl  leal  in  tlie  miilst  of  it,  aiMl  Tory  goiol 

apnft  we  had  too.    At  Umar  Hliah,  wlik*h  is  a  tank,  formed  by 

ante-drainage  off  tlie  oamlhilh,  we  also  iiad  ooiiie  good  muhI- 

wgnmm  sbitfiting.  a*  long  as  it  lasted.    Tliete  birds  oime  to 

oifuik  between  H  aiul  10  a.h^  ami  if  tlicy  cmae  in  large 

ihsfs  the  fun  is  foot  ami  furious.     Xumliors  of  nomad 

fl4  Mingsl  ltfaliui«  live  at  Ikind  and  Umar  Sliali,  ami 

agricultttml  with  |«stefml  pursuits.    At  Kani,  ton, 

vesiile,  and  the  liolliifrs  lietwcen  the  sandhills  every* 

hear  the  tiaoes  of  tlirir  |iiwious  habitatiooa.    Zan  is  a 

laivs  level  spaes  sunoandeil  liy  samlhills,  and  aftttr  rain  is 

evUsaily  a  ewaaap,  m  tlie  stumps  of  reeds  ami  rushes  still 

<Mdiay  show.    The  flat  surface  of  tids  level  area  is  now 

mHevml  hj  ■•  iswer  than  220  pils»  sene  six  feet  deep  and  three 
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feet  in  diameter,  containing  each  about  one  foot  of  water.  An 
in^^enious  man  in  Captain  Yatc's  8er\-icc  discovcrctl  that  three 
out  of  these  220  pits  contained  8\vei*t  water,  whenniH  tluit  of 
all  the  others  was  bracki.sh.  On  liein;;  further  f|Uestionetl,  he 
attirniefl  that  ho  had  gone  round  with  n  pft*^n  and  loftt^  and 
sipiHxl  the  water  of  each  of  the  220,  and  found  but  three  that 
pleaAe<l  his  fastidious  palate.  Unfortunately  ho  oidy  im|xirt* 
cd  to  us  his  diflcovcry  just  as  wo  were  leaving  for  Kani.  A 
curious  hislor}'  in  allarhed  to  this  man.  He  always  dresffos 
as  a  Kuro|)ean,  and  on  lintt  sight  any  man  wouM  nt  oiicu 
rt^cogniso  him  as  a  llriton.  It  is  said  that  he  was  stoU*u  by 
Afghans  a.H  an  infant  from  the  52(1  F<N>t  at  PoMliawar,  and 
that  he  was  found  at  Kabul  by  (loiirral  Sir  F.  Kolierts's  fonts 
in  1870-80.  He  then  nuidc  liiH  way  to  India,  and  was  to  lie 
ncvw  at  Simla,  iMirning  his  liwlibcMNl  an  a  wrestler,  n  curios* 
ily,  or  in  «ome  e(iually  pnrarioiis  profession.  Suliseriuently 
he  ap)H*arM  to  have  Uvn  einployiMl  as  a  servant,  and  in  that 
ca|meily  to  have  rrnchrtl  Quetta,  when^  (.'aptain  Yate  cngngeil 
him  as  a  man  likely  to  1h!  UHeful  with  the  MinNitin. .  Ho  talks 
Tersiau,  TuHbtu,  and  Turki  IbuMitly,  and  HinduMtani  ami 
Knglisb  fairly,  and  aj»iH»ars  to  luive  tmvelled  over  umny 
jNirts  of  Afghanistan  in  his  youthful  days.  Ifo  does  not  look 
over  twenty  now.' 

From  the  sandhills  a1)0Ve  /aru  camp  we  had  a  fine  view  of 
the  surrouufling  country.  From  east  to  we»t  rid  south,  the 
level  scrub-grown  plain  was  Uiuudeil  by  dim  ranges  of  dark 
motnitains — here  and  tliere  a  stningc  isolateil  cone  cropjMug 
up  with  weird  elfect.  The  camp  at  Kani  lies  junt  lielow  tlio 
northern  end  of  tlie  range  of  bills  visiblu  fnau  /am  to  tlie 
west  As  far  as  Kani  the  hanl  put  (alluvial  clay)  atTonis 
^plcnditl  going  for  all  arms;  but  anmml  Kani  and  between 
Knui  nnd  Oaxeh  Chah  the  plain  is  either  ankle-«leep  in  sand 
fir  fonunl  of  that  crisp  friable  saltpetre- impregnated  soil 

*  Prntfri  U  h  natire  liMil-drcM  f(«rine<t  of  a  narrrfw  )>icco  «»l  cl«»lh,  oftMi  tO  or 
90  itti  Imig,  wuuiid  muntl  Mi(t  ivuimI  tli«  heml.  It  cmi  \f  unwl  M  A  ni|«. 
iM^  U  a  iiictftl  (IrinkiiiK'Tcmcl. 

*  I  k««r  thftt  kt  hM  n\nc9  eulUtod  in  ili«  49U  (Ut  DaiUlbiB  Oftfunlahirt) 
L        Infanlnr. 
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in  Siml  m  kuliitr.  Marching  in  such  soil  is  most 
fsti{{«iii{^  Kani  camp  lies  in  a  liollow  among  rolling  sand- 
ktlbL  There  are  a  down  ilccp  wells  scattered  in  groups  of 
three  or  fo«r  in  tlieso  sandy  basins.  Hie  remains,  too,  of  a 
score  of  old  ncunail  liahitations  are  evi<lcnco  of  tlie  comparative 
almMfaittee  of  wiMt  is  licrc  tite  stnflT  of  Ufa  From  Kani  to 
C«aaeh  Chah  is  a  long  fatignin;;  march  of  18  miles,  followed  liy 
two  stiU  more  iatigning  ones — from  Oaxoli  Cliah  throngli  a 
km;*  aUmjr  defile  to  Satiya,  and  from  Safiya  thningh  a  sand- 
stirwn  valley  to  Shalt  NmaiL  Hic  water  at  almost  every 
sla;:e  is  more  or  less  Itracki^h ;  hnt,  curionsly  enough,  here  and 
thnv  a  wfll  or  |iit  of  comiiamtivcly  sweet  water  is  fmmd  in 
clnee  proximity  to  wells  wliosc  water  is  flccidc<lly  unpleasant 
to  tlie  tJute.  At  ilatvh  Clwh  we  found  52  shallow  wells  with 
small  tsnks  attaclieil  for  watering  animals.  At  Safiya  tlie 
water  •  sti|iply  was  olitainetl  from  two  deep,  narrow  wells, 
exoa%-Btr«l  in  the  solitl  rock.  Each  of  tlieso  wells  wimld  refill, 
if  ewplii^vl,  in  half  an  Inmr,  so  plentiful  in  the  supply.  Tlieso 
writs,  tA  the  <lrpUi  of  some  fi^'e  feet  from  the  nurfocc*,  were  lined 
with  intrftwineil  tamaritk  Umglis  and  twigs:  such  lining, 
wbcii  new,  i4  course  iin|«iris  an  unpleasant  flavour  to  the 
water:  l»low  this,  tlie  siilcs  of  tlie  well  appear  to  lie  of  solid 
mck.  Tliey  are  the  only  wells  I  Iwvc  seen  on  thin  route  that 
have  any  pretension  to  finish  or  completeness,  and  even  these 
were  imt  pfuviiled  with  covers  to  keep  tlie  driftHMind  out  wlien 
not  being  vsed. 

Niiui  UiiAtt,  ISfA  Of^^Ur, 

It  is  aMsC  difltcult  in  tliis  per|ietually  peripatetic  existence 
ti»  sMtch  even  a  lirief  hour  for  writing.  At  1.30  r.M.  the 
csMtl-bsgle  sovwis,  ami  then  begin  tiie  roaring  ami  grunting, 
tkt  ski  Wiling  mmI  bawling,  the  striking  of  tents,  the  packing  of 
kits,  tke  aiUttsUng  of  pack-saiklka.  At  3  r.M.  tlie  "dress* 
hngis  aoMHia,  and  by  that  time  the  camels  are  all  ready  in 
their  atblUd  poaitkms,  and  the  loading  begins.  At  2.30 
faOesie  tke  *  fall  in,"  and  after  tliat  the  ammunition  on  mules, 
wilsf  a  cavafary  escort,  and  the  a<lvanced-gnard  of  the  30tk 
nu^jak  Iniaatty  en  camels  move  to  the  front  It  is  not  per* 
imps  fSMraUy  known  that  the  Mission  is  accompanied  by 
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ps  of  mounted  infantr)-,  or,  if  you  prefer  tlio  title, 
x)q)S.  The  banks  of  tho  Helnuuul,  as  well  as  those 
icz  Canal  and  the  Nile,  will  witness  tlie  advent  of 
latest  "^'ni"  of  military  science.  Yes!  100  of 
Tanjab  Infantry,  mounted  on  100  of  Sirdar  Azad 
diuj^-camcls,  are  an  important  feature  in  the  escort 
ission;  and  if  Colonel  liidgeway  reviews  his  little 
the  Helmund  for  the  benefit  of  the  Afghan,  our 
ps  will  march  i>ast  creditably.  I  doul>t,  though, 
ine  in  a  march  past  would  dare  to  throw  down 
let  to  a  wall.  Most  of  these  camels  are  young, 
,  and  frisky,  except  such  as  are  too  weak  and  miser- 
3  either,  and  many  are  the  eilifying  spectacles  thoy 
at  the  start.  TU  defy  any  fellow  not  to  laugh  at 
executing  rapid  circles  reund  a  nose -string  with  a 
arrior  with  swonl,  shield,  and  gun  lieilight  at  tho 
and  a  luckless  si*|Kiy  or  follower  clinging  on  to  tlio 
th  grim  tenacity.  Well,  one  must  not  hxik  a  gift- 
the  mouth,  they  say,  though  in  giKnl  sooth  there  is 
I  gift-horse  about  these  riding-camels.  The  drivers 
lee  a-day  and  rations — proliably  never  had  such  a 
!  of  it  in  all  tlieir  lives;  and  yet  they  threw  down 
)n  of  Hour,  tjlicr,  and  dhaH  at  the  feet  of  the  contmis- 
geant  the  other  day,  liecause  he,  having  no  shc*ep  to 
§  unable  to  give  them  tlie  ration  of  meat  which  thoy 
!rto  receivcMl !  A  good  sound  Hogging  would  Imve 
l)est  reply  to  such  insolence,  but  such  behaviour  is 
thy  and  characteristic  of  the  Oriental  All  natives 
Mission,  whether  soldiers  or  followers,  receive  an 
ion  of  meat,  tea,  and  sugar  —  an  indulgonce  tliat 
as  not  extendcnl  to  the  troops  lately  serving  in 
:an. 

tenons,  I  was  just  in  the  act  of  getting  the  hca\'y 
>f  the  Mission  under  way,  when  tho  attractions  of 
corps  seilucetl  me  into  a  digression.  Tlie  ad\'ancod- 
ring  taken  up  its  position  a  few  huntlrcd  yards  out 
ilong  the  road,  tho  camels  as  they  are  loaded  mo^'o 
bnn  up  behind  it    Tlien  when  tho  political  officer 
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in  chai^  given  the  wonl,  tlic  oilvanoed-j^iinnl  ino\*c«  off,  fol- 

loired  lij  the  cuiiieU  in  sinjclc  file,  n  inonntcd  8epojr  being 

told  off  to  necmnpnny  and  kmk  after  eneh  wpante  string  of 

fiwi  li     After  a  week'M  practka  the  eamel-iiien  attained  snch 

pwfcctkm  and  expe«liti«in   in  loading,  that  now  hj  4  rJC 

erery  haggage-caniel,  except  the  spare  with  the  rear-gnani, 

has  started.    The  officers  then  partake  hnrrieiUy  of  an  ^ 

/frat9  meal,  ami  hy  4.30  r.M.  they  nml  tlie  rear-gnanl  are  also 

tm  rvir#r.    After  tlmt  nil  gocn  pretty  smoothly  till  dusk,  and 

then  (as  there  is  now  no  nMw>n)  the  column  is  halted  for  half 

an  hour  to  iK  stragglers  close  up.    Tlien  we  mfive  on  again, 

halting  for  tt^  or  fifteen  minutes  from  time  to  time,  as  soems 

advisalde,  to  prrvent  straggling.     A»  soon  as  tlie  moon  gets 

np,  fnrther  haltJi  are  deemed  nunoct*Mary,  and  we  move  on 

atraight  f«r  tin*  camping-gn>um1.     On   tlie  last  three  hmg 

saarchrs  tlie  ndvsnce«1-guAnl  luis  mrrly  coino  in  1«fore  1 

JLM..  and  tlie  n*«r-giuinl  lii*twot*n  ^  nnd  5  a.m.     It  is  near  •'! 

Wclock  licfc»re  tin*  touts  are  |Ht«*lic«l.  and  sleep,  so  eagerly  longe«l 

Wur.  is  olitsinAl»le.    Tliat  we  Meep  till  H  or  0  A.M.  is  not  strange ; 

«iit|  tfr  lirvakfsfit  in  over  it  is  midnUiy.  and  at  1 JIO  r.M.  tlie 

«iaMe  ohi  game  l4^ns.     We  mnn*li   tonlay  to  Salian — 16 

■aitlrsL     We  e\|ie«io<l  to  fiinl  here  funuo  of  tlie  Amir's  lux* 

^irir^;  Imt  Ivimcru  tin*  (l«*|isrtiire  of  tlie  couiiuimariAt  oltlrer 

anoil  our  a«lvent«  tlN«  |ifonii«e<|  trttit  «>f  lieef  and  chickens  lias 

Cadnl  into  nothing  Imt  a  few  |ii*u-niid-iiik  liiicff.     However, 

^v«  tliri%*e  ver}'  well  «hi  «iar  rati«m«.  an«l  it  is  no  nmall  advan- 

to  lie  iHi  e«r«»rtHluty  with  tlie  Afghan  llonmlary  (Vnn- 


FmM  Halian  tlie  a«»i«tant  tran«|vHt  officer  lias  orilers  to 

lasffj  on  with  sll  tlie  water*tninft[Hirt  of  tlie  thini  party, 

mml  join  the  infantry  n*lsy  at  Mamn.     l*nicee«Ung  tlienca 

wich  them  to  t;aUiduili.  lie  will  snperinteml  tha  conveyance 

mi  water  fmM  that  camp  to  tlie   lialting  •  pUoe   luilf*way 

U  Khwaja  All     Mr  Merk,  wlio  has  l«en  completing  tha 

aiiaitiniinli  on  the  Mian-Khwi^  AH  section,  appears  to 

hava  got  aretythiog  into  gnoil  working  orilar,— sapplica, 

WMar,  gaMaa.  night-fcca,  kt.    Each  stage  ia  in  chaiga  of  a 

Mliaa  sahanltMCa,  Mr  Mark  himaalf  haiag  at  Oalachak    Ha 
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cports  the  (listanco  from  Galaclmh  to  Khwaja  AH  to  bo  50 
liles  of  waterless  plain,  mostly  ^rood  marching,  but  crosseil 
2  miles  from  Galachah  by  a  Inslt  of  heavy  sand  four  luilcs 
road.  The  half-way  lialt  is  26  miles  from  Galachah.  TIk* 
00  Mussitks  supplied  by  the  Amir*8  otlicials,  containing; 
400  gallons,  are  to  l>e  at  this  halting-place  at  mid-ilay  on 
lie  13tli  for  the  first  relay,  and  again  at  mid -day  on  the  15th 
[>r  the  second  relay, — so  Mr  Merk  re))ort8.  If  this  be  the 
nse,  the  water-carriage  providetl  at  Quetta  and  Xushki  fur 
he  Commission  will  no  doubt  be  placeil  at  the  disixisal  of  tlie 
bird  relay. 

Mr  Barnes's  arrangements  for  guides  and  suppliea,  night- 
ires,  ami  landmarks,  liave  l>eon  entirelv  sucoessful.  Tlic 
nan  who  guided  the  plough  abmg  the  route  fn»m  Xushki  to 
he  Helmimtl  had,  it  is  clear,  an  artistic  ]>erception  of  the 
iiouotony  of  a  single  inibroken  line.  T(»  relieve  that,  lie 
rould  not  unfrc<[ucnlly  lay  out  a  few  miles  in  neat  dotted 
ines  and  elegant  contours  that  would  do  credit  to  most 
tudeuts  of  military  drawing  at  the  garrison  class.  Tlio 
Ittle  licaps  of  earth  or  .stones  set  up  at  every  20  or  30  yanla 
k'ere  also  an  infallible  guide ;  and  as  for  the  fires,  if  one  did 
iap|K»n  to  gt?t  isolated  f<»r  a  time,  oue  could  then  thoroughly 
ealise  the  c(»mfort  of  having  them  as  a  t»eacon  and  a  safe- 
:uard  against  losing  the  road.  In  no  ease  has  there  been  any 
carcily  t»f  water  and  supplies. 

CAMr  Hauax,  IIO. 

All  has  gone  well  so  far.  Xot  a  single  nmn  has  liccn  lost, 
s  the  sowar  rej>orted  strayed  on  the  night  of  the  2d  inatant 
las  n\joiiied  all  right.  Occasionally  we  pick  up  a  straggler 
mm  the  first  tw<i  parties;  and  indeed,  as  the  saviours  of  waif 
nd  stray  dogs,  we  have  Hr>nu;  cbiim  to  rival  the  authoritlGS  of 
be  lK>gH'  Home  in  l^ittersca  Tark. 

r,At.A(  MAif :  £rtniwf  i/  ISfA  On.* 

We  left  Salian  yestenlay  at  mid-ilay,  overtook  the  infantry 
t  Manm,  and  joined  the  cavalry  here  to-<lay,  mid-day.  The 
avalry  are  now  starting  for  the  Helmund.    Tho  infantry  and 

*  Telegra|>K««l  from  QueiU,  Oct4>htr  19. 
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hmrj  Im^^ff^  start  toother  on  tlie  ereuing  o(  the  14th,  and 
veach  the  Helmnnd  on  tins  IGtIi. 

HeliogFapliic  communication  lietween  Oannashki  and  Gala- 
chah  will  Ue  carried  on ;  and  sliould  any  hitch  in  tlie  return 
of  the  water-camels  from  tlio  Helmnnd  for  tlie  uae  of  the 
•eoond  party  occur,  the  latter  will  be  advised,  and  its  depart- 
iie  postponed.  Kacli  |iartjr  carries  witli  it  from  Galachah  a 
fuflher  saptdjr  of  water  in  puelyUs  and  fPnusuJb.  Prectso 
eidrrs  rpgulatin};  tlie  time  and  onler  of  march  and  carriage, 
and  the  issue  of  water  ami  rations,  ha^'e  been  issued,  and  all 
anangements  fiir  guides  ami  bcncouA  completetL  We  estimate 
the  distance  to  Uamiasliki  at  2G  miles,  and  tlience  to  the  Hel- 
mund  25. 

Tlie  ht-avy  Iwggagc  arrives  here  to-morrow,  an«l  on  anri%-al 
at  the  Helmnnd  it  will  \m  consigncil  to  the  Amir's  ofBdals, 
who  will  eiicort  it  thnnigli  Afglmnistan,  following  one  day's 
mairli  l«hind  tite  main  Unly  of  the  Commission. 

Ksst  Haafl-mUlin  is  ill  at  Mamu,  but  is  cxjiected  to  rejoin 
us  ftlioftly.  His  sowan  may  be  reganleil  as  his  suite,  ami  not 
as  any  escort  to  tlie  Mia^oii.  No  additional  Afglian  escort 
will  be  provi<U*«|  bvycHMl  the*  Hclmuiid  ;  and  as  for  the  niutour 
of  an  camrt  tlmt  is  to  pnitt'ct  ii«  from  Turkoman  rai<iert 
brtwven  Halnawar  ami  CtlKiriaii,  tliat  nwy  lie  viewed  as  an 
excellent  iarre. 

tHi  the  llhh.  Mirta  Vaknb  All  leaves  us  at  Kliwiga  AH, 
taking  with  him  our  laM  <iutwiinl  mail  rid  Nuslikl  He 
withdraws  tlie  |iostal  sowars  as  lie  goes.  From  tliat  date  our 
ostwaid  mails  will  be  sent  with  such  rrgularity  as  is  feao- 
il4e  akaig  tlie  HelmumI  to  KamUliar,  until  we  near  Faralt, 
when  that  will  Iwcouie  our  nearest  i>ost-t«iwn,  and  suliie* 
^•eiitly  onr  pMta  will  go  and  come  rid  Farah  and  Herat  If 
possible  uur  inward  mails  will  l«  forwarded  from  Kandaluir 
rid  the  Helmnnd  as  long  as  that  is  the  nearer  route,  and  after 
time  (roai  Farah  towards  Hetstan  to  meet  ua.  Cokmel  Ridge- 
way  has  acklresaed  the  Governor  of  Farah  on  this  subject. 
With  r«0ir%l  to  parcels:  Mr  llamca,  tlie  |iolitioal  agent  in 
PWun.  ia  to  rscetve  them,  and  as  soon  as  a  few  oamel-loada 
hare  hemi  oolkcted,  will  haml  tliem  over  to  a  resfieotahle 
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Af<,')inii  trader  for  convcynnco  to  us,  invoices  of  the  contents 
of  the  loads  bein«{  sent  to  our  ncws-a^nts  at  Kandahar  and 
Herat — Mirzas  Hashim  Khan  and  Mohamed  Takki  Khan. 

On  t)ic  19th  we  leave  Khwaja  Ali,  cross  the  Hehnund  near 
Aslikanik,  three  marches  beyond  Kudliar,  and  then  follow 
KhnnikofTs  route  in  1858  vid  Lash-Juwain  (and  some  20  miles 
wei^t  of  the  main  route  through  Farah,  Sabzawar,  antl  Herat) 
to  Kuhsan.  Iktween  Khwaja  Ali  and  Kulisan  three  lialts  of 
one  day  each  will  he  made — two  of  them  near  the  Setstau 
1)order,  wlien  inquiries  will  be  instituted  by  Colonel  Ridgeway 
into  the  nature  of  a  dispute  existing  l>etween  the  Persian  and 
Af;^han  Governments  relating  to  the  Seistan  frontier,  as  fixed 
by  Croldsmid  and  Pollock  in  1872.  The  only  report  on  our 
trans-Hclniund  route  that  we  possess  is  based  on  a  letter  fnnn 
the  Amir.  The  distances  therein  given  can  at  best  lie  re- 
<;ardc<l  only  as  approximate,  and  the  statements  about  water 
must  tje  cautiously  received.  However,  if  difficulties  arise,  the 
main  road  can  always  bo  reached  in  a  day's  march.  It  is, 
liowever,  deemed  inadvisable,  owing  to  the  reportetl  inimical 
tendencies  of  the  inhabitants,  to  follow  the  main  rood.  Be* 
yond  the  Hehnund  the  Commission  will  throughout  its 
mnrcli  take  all  the  precautions  customarily  observed  by  a  force 
in  an  enemy's  country.  Tlie  oflicers  of  the  Survey,  Intelli- 
gence, and  Scientific  Departments  will,  whenever  considered 
})erfectly  safe,  conduct  their  investigations  and  researches 
under  escorts  provided  by  the  Amir's  agent 
Captain  Ctore  and  Lieutenant  Tal1)ot  have  respectively  sur- 
I  veyed  the  Kani  and  Chagai  routes,  and  the  results  of  tlteir 
>  independent  la1)ours  have  on  comparison  proved  entirely  satis- 
t  factory,  several  important  points  having  been  fixed — in  partic- 
ular, that  of  Kuh-i-Khanishin  on  the  Hclmund.  They  liave 
ever}*  hope  of  successfully  continuing  their  work.  Captain 
Teacocke,  after  leaving  Xushki  on  tlie  27th  ultimo,  crossed  the 
I'ishin  liora  h/tmun  to  Chagai,  30  miles  without  water,  and 
•  thence  rt4  Hobat  and  Sakalik  to  Galacliah.  His  report  of 
this  route  compared  with  that  taken  by  the  Commission  is 
unfavourable.  The  water-supply  is  inferior,  and  less  capable 
of  development    The  road  is  longer  and  more  difficult  (or 
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tnop^  >ad  in  lonie  pUc«a  m>  he^vj  wiih  mwI  u  to  be  im- 

~  ~ )  for  wheeled  vchUlea  antl  Brtillerj.    The  gnzing  ie, 
er,  better,  mhI  Chagmi  affordi  aome  Mpiiliee. 

Kmui  Au,  IJtk  OUtWr. 
Hed  it  bwn  (bjlif-ht  when  we  first,  after  our  22S  wile*  of 
ill  M It  mareliin;;,  eet  ejroa  on  the  liin|>it)  (I  B)ionk  coia|mnitivelx) 
waters  of  tl»e  Hclmuml,  flowing  onwnn)  l«twceii  banks  ver^ 
diBt  with  willow,  poplar,  awl  tamnriik  (there  is  not  a  vilb)^ 
within  eight  miles  o(  this  camp,  nor  an  ncre  of  tilled  Unil), 
we  night  poasjli]]-,  aniiuniol  with  some  small  portion  of 
Ibnt  Bcn«e  of  jojr  stxl  relief  which  drew  from  tlie  lips  of 
OCeao|i|iaa'a  (irccka,  oii  fimt  siiilitinf;  ihc  Etixiiic,  thnt  cxi>Te<f 
aim  nf  lonK-pent-np  tcvlinK  arHl  Iwpe  Ion);  deferred,  tint  one 
•hnrt  cry,  "The  sot!  the  sen:" — in  that  cue,  I  sajr,  we  mi|t1it 
IMMuNj  hare  J<iine*l  in  "  three  rltccrs  for  the  llelmuniL'* 
Sloal,  however,  if  not  nil  of  ua.  wonml  o<ir  wajr  wcnrilr  down 
lo  iu  Unks  in  tl>e  de^d  of  ni{;Ut ;  nwl  iW  coltl  miannuitic 
vapovr,  riainti  f^vin  the  water  mut  ilw  fiHinrisk,  wnt  a  sliivcr 
IhroMith  oar  Inics,  snd  atijr  cnlhiuinam  iliat  at  a  ilistnure 
mmj  hare  bnmeil  in  our  bniuts,  at  the  ni-nr  ni^irutcli  oomi 
«Mt  at  ear  Rumbcd  fittscr-titiA. 

Tlie  niKhls  licte  sro  mnrh  rhilli<-T  limn  on  the  u|^ihIi  of 
the  dcaert.  \Vv  arc  rnn\n)|ic<l  mi  n  imrr»w  atrip  of  Itenvy 
•numI  cloM  to  the  river,  and  fnim  Mti<ni  lo  cvc  n  rutlilt-as  wind 
14ows  (mm  tlie  we«t  up  the  rivor-lu'd,  and  whirls  clouds  of 
•laat  Ihmncb  thp  cam|i.  At  eventide  one's  kit  i*  ao  aaccvwi* 
tally  <liii|;aisc<l  lenenlh  a  layer  of  Hud.  tlutt  one  foeU  dis)i<wc(l 
in  apiw»ro|»l>iae  it  in  the  terms  witti  which  our  friend*  Kencr- 
aUj  i:rvcl  ns  when  wv  go  hotne  mi  (urhiaffli — via^  "  I  >hnakl 
Mt  ksv*  rvonipiised  yuu."  TIm  cavalry,  which  arrived  hers 
ea  Uta  anrnlae  of  tiw  Uili,  auto  tliat  lltt  hent  on  that  ami 
the  UlewinR  day  was  nnpleasently  ffreat;  wbereM  since  we 
arriml  yestenkiy  Morainft,  dust  by  day  and  chill  by  uit(ltt 
hnn  been  the  evik  of  tlte  hour.  The  natives  say  tliat  two 
wiais  rale  enfewae  here,  anl  that  tltey,  wcnry  of  contending 
iw  enpiiaaey,  ande  ovsrtorea  of  pence,  hekl  •  coafenooe, 
mi  Msicnfaly  apead  that  saeh  for  a  wedi  nltenntnly  aboold 
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hold  the  reins  of  power.  As  for  the  one  at  present  seated  on 
the  viasnad,  I  can  only  say  that  his  rule  is  not  chnmcterised 
by  tliat  urbanity  and  mercifulness  towards  his  subjects  which 
becomes  every  goo<l  and  just  monarch.  Possibly  he  is  guided 
by  the  maxim,  "  Whom  I  love,  I  chastise." 

I  hurricflly  closeil  my  last  letter  on  the  11th  at  Salian, 
having;  received  onlcrs  to  reach  Oalnchah  without  delay. 
Accordinj^ly,  witli  great  difiicnlty,  thanks  to  Irnvtng  vcnturetl 
to  place  a  moilicum  of  trust  on  the  word  of  the  cantcl-con- 
tractor,  I  got  my  bnggage  under  way  lieforc  midnlay,  and 
then  rode  hard  to  Muzhdan  (11  miles  in  an  hour  and  a 
quarter),  lioping  to  overtake  the  infantry  before  they  left  that 
camp.  Tlicy  too,  Iiowcvcr,  had  also  marched  at  mid-tlay,  and 
I  gained  naught  by  my  haste  but  the  risk  of  fostering  splints 
and  spniins  on  the  legs  of  a  young  horse.  At  four  o'cl«Kk 
my  camels  came  up,  and  having  seen  them  fairly  tn  route  for 
Manni,  I  rode  on  leisurely  to  that  camp,  dined  and  slept 
there,  and  reached  Cialachnh  next  morning,  where  I  found 
Colonel  ]!idgeway  and  the  cavalry.  The  question  of  the 
moment  was,  of  course,  the  march  acn»ss  the  58  miles  of 
waterless  desert  to  the  llelmnnd,  and  I  think  that  the  wonl 
"water"  might  liave  l>een  fouml  stam[»ed  in  capital  letters 
on  our  brains. 

On  the  evening  of  llic  12th,  the  day  I  reaeliwl  (Salachah, 
the  cavalry  Imggage  startetl  for  (Jarmashki  under  escort,  fol- 
lowcnl  by  the  main  b<Nly  of  the  cavalry  at  an  early  hour  on 
the  morning  of  the  I'Hh.  Colonel  Kidgeway  having  seen  the 
infantry  arrive,  and  ascertained  that  the  arrangements  for  the 
niarch  of  the  infantry  and  heavy  luiggage  to  the  llelmund 
Were  complete,  started  for  (larmasbki  aUmt  mid-day  on  the 
l-»th.  It  bad  tieen  decided  that  the  infantry,  which  renchetl 
(ialacbab  (»n  the  evening  of  the  12tb,  and  the  heavy  Inggago 
which  was  due  there  c»n  the  evening  of  the  l.'Uli,  should 
niarcb  together  to  the  Helmnntl.  The  only  objection  to  this 
arrangement  was  the  fear  that  the  camels  of  the  heavy 
lia^gago  would,  witliout  a  clear  day's  rest,  l>e  nnec^ual  to  tho 
b»ng  march  to  the  llelmund— a  fear  not  without  foundation, 
Considering    that   those   camels,  but  indiflercntly  fed  and 
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mcagrelj  watered,  Itad  been  nmrching  in  a  country  affording 
iMtt  poor  grazing  for  twelve  days,  the  marclies  a\*enigtng  in 
length  15  milcft,  anti  the  time  of  duration  of  each  march, 
frma  coinniencenient  of  loading  to  en«l  of  unloading,  averag- 
ing eleven  Itonn.  Actually  tlieae  cameli  were  allowed  at 
aMMC  nix  houra  a-day  for  grazing,  and  at  many  campa  the 
grazing  waa  a  mere  name,  especially  after  tlie  cavalry  and 
iaCintry  camels  had  been  let  looee  amongst  it.  Fortunately 
a  few  arm  of  barley  |ier  camel  were  available  at  moet  stages, 
othrrwtse  the  aWv  rapid  rate  of  marching  could  not  have 
been  maintained  except  at  tlie  risk  of  liaving  to  abandon  a 
cooaiflerabie  quantity  of  stores.  As  it  is.  all  went  well,  and 
the  camels  did  their  58  miles  from  (talaclinli  to  tlie  Helmund 
in  thirty-six  Imurs  witliout  tlie  loss  of  one  animal  or  load. 
The  union  of  tlie  infantry  and  lieavy  liaggage  was  attended 
liy  the  important  a<lvantagc  tliat  tlicre  was  little  or  no  risk 
f»f  any  failure  in  tlieir  water  •  supi^y.  They  carried  witli 
tlidn  frma  800  to  900  galkms  of  water — sufftcient,  supposing 
that  the  400  mmmmla  of  water  to  lie  sent  from  the  Helmund 
\*y  the  Amir's  nlHcials  sltmiUl  from  any  cause  fail  to  reach 
Ctaraashki  in  time,  to  stave  off  tlie  |iangs  of  thirst.  As  it 
kaiipeiied,  both  sources  of  water-supply  were  a\*ailable,  and 
e^*ery  man  ami  beast  (except  tlie  camels)  liad  a  reasonable 
alkvwanoe.  The  ca^-alry,  except  22  pucknU  containing  about 
300  gaUoQs  which  accompanied  them  from  Oalacliah,  de* 
pmded  soMy  on  the  400  mmuttlt  fmm  tlie  HelnuncL 
These  duly  met  tliem  on  the  morning  of  tlie  13th  at  Gar- 
■Mshki,  and  as  aoim  as  emptied  were  sent  back  to  the  Hel- 
■niwl,  to  be  refilled  and  returned  for  the  use  of  the  infantry 
and  heavy  bagpige.  Tlie  whole  thing  went  like  clockwork. 
The  second  party,  which  numbered  002  men  (including 
tnsaal  di lifts)  and  212  hniifa,  mulea,  and  ponies,  was  allowed 
mm  gaUott  per  man,  and  from  two  to  tliree  galkma  per 
Hfly  of  the  400  mmmmkt  fnmi  tlie  HelmumI  were 
lor  tlie  use  of  Kazi  Saad-ntl-din,  who,  being  seriously 
waa  obliged  to  remain  behind  at  (klachah.  He 
affhrwl  htrs  this  nMfiiing.  and  is  reported  to  be  now  fairly  o« 
the  wi^  10  rseovery.    The  road  froin  Oaladmh  here  is  bj  no 
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nienns  plain  sftiliiig  for  troops  or  tmiisport.  Twelve  or  thirteen 
miles  from  Galnchah,  n  little  beyond  a  spot  termed  "  Sor-rcg  " 
(thoiig)i  why  it  should  have  a  name  at  all  is  a  myster}*),  a 
l)clt  of  deep,  shifting,  billowy  sand-drifts  is  encountered.  In 
tliis  loose  and  treacherous  footing  our  horses  were  repeatedly 
brought  down  on  their  knees;  and  as  for  the  ammunition 
and  treasure  mules,  I  more  than  once  saw  them  floundering 
helplessly  on  their  sides  in  the  sand,  unable  to  rise  till  tlieir 
loads  were  removed.  Camels  fortunately  are  more  at  home 
on  suchlike  going,  and  neither  flounder  nor  falL 
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CHAPTER   IV. 


rtOM  TlIB  IIEUirND  TO  MUUT. 


KnvaJa  Au,  18iA  OtUUr, 

i^E  \mrdy  fimU  time  to  lay  pen  to  paper  except  for  official 
work.  I  rmk  out  witli  Ca|itain  Peacocko  tlii^  iiiomiug  to  the 
top  of  tlie  line  of  tamly  UufTt  that  ox-erK lok  tlic  Hcluinnd  from 
the  right  hank.  We  lia\'o  jiiat  Itmight  aumc  ndtng-camelt  for 
the  one  of  the  Miaaion,  ami  wo  <lecinc<i  tlib  a  good  opport«nity 
to  tr«t  tlie  QiefulneM  of  one  or  two  of  theni«  Tlie  Helmvml 
here  in  almoet  up  to  a  man's  neck,  and  e\'en  unlailen  camek 
aomciimea  Umo  their  footing.  WlK*n  we  gi>t  near  tlie  middk 
o«r  camela  atood  still,  ami  evincc«l  a  stont  determination  to  go 
no  fvfther.  We  owe  a  debt  of  gratitmle  to  a  gooil«natnrod 
Piithan,  who,  seeing  onr  dilemma,  cauio  to  <mr  rescue,  laid  hold 
of  the  Doae-stnng  of  the  leading  camel,  and  piUitetl  ua  acroaa. 
The  sUength  of  tlie  currmt  and  the  coldness  of  the  water 
seemed  Co  be  a  matter  of  indifference  to  him.  On  onr  retnm 
civ  camels  showed  no  reluctance  to  croaa.  Cafitain  l^snoocke 
was  deaifotta  of  fixing,  relatively  to  Khwi^  Ali,  the  poaitioB  of 
aeretal  of  the  principal  peaks  and  hill-rangea  in  the  neigb* 
bowhood,  and  the  atmoaplierD  was  nnosttalljr  propitkma.  The 
peaks  of  Arim  and  Samnli,  wliich  are  best  seen  from  the  Shnh- 
I«nail-Uamtt  road«  of  Ainak  and  Ualik  Do*kand,  which  are 
sstnatad  a  few  milea  aoiith  of  Galachah.  a  range  of  hiUa  to  the 
wasl  of  these  towards  the  Helmnnd,  and  the  Knh'i>Khaniahin 
mm  the  hit  hank  of  the  Helmnnd.  some  30  aulas  abort  Khwiy{a 
AH,  wws  nU  dkttncUj  Tiatble,  the  diaUMe  of  the  tietHmmed 
al  lanst  70  bsiIssl    The  view  of  the  Hetmnnd  and  ita 
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tianks  which  wc  obtained  presents  but  few  distinctive  fea- 
tures. Tlie  bed  of  the  river  itself  is  merely  a  stretch  of 
tniiinrisk  jungle  relieved  by  clumps  of  poplars,  vaiying  in 
width  from  one  to  two  miles  or  even  more,  amid  which  the 
waters  of  the  Helmund  flowed  glistening  in  the  sunlight. 
Some  three  miles  above  Khwaja  Ali  (the  place  takes  its  name 
from  a  mud  tower  near  our  camp,  said  to  liave  been  built  and 
inliabited  by  one  Khwaja  Ali — further  details  about  him  were 
not  forthcoming)  the  river  forms  two  branches,  which  reunite 
just  above  our  camp.  On  either  side  the  banks  consist  of 
a  scries  of  sandy  undulating  hillocks  rising  gradually  to  a 
plateau,  the  distance  between  the  two  plateaux  being  about 
seven  miles.  Dehind  us  on  the  right  or  northern  bank 
stretched  similar  sand-strewn  undulations  as  far  as  we  could 
see.  Not  a  trace  of  habitation  or  cultivation  could  the  eye 
detect  anywhere,  save  only  our  nomad  camp.  £ven  Khwaja 
Ali  or  his  posterity  seems  to  have  found  the  locality  more  than 
human  nature  could  endure.  Possibly  the  reported  battles  of 
the  winds  were  too  much  for  them.  To-day  the  wind  and 
dust  have  been  pleased  to  grant  us  a  holiday,  and  I  think  we 
have  all  fully  appreciated  the  boon.  We  can  :nost  of  us  digest 
our  dinners  without  the  assistance  of  grit. 

It  has  been  a  busy  day  for  all.  The  owners  of  the  riding- 
camels  which  Sardar  Azad  Khan  of  Kharan  was  good  enough 
to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  Mission,  have  been  dismissed  to 
their  homes  with  a  liberal  gratuity,  and  his  youngest  son,  Sar- 
dar Amir  Klian,  was  presenteil  with  a  suitable  khillnO  As 
K'fore  statcil,  a  few  of  these  camels  have  \kc\\  purchased  for 
the  use  of  the  Mission.  The  greater  portion  of  the  commis- 
sariat stores  and  heavy  tents  which  have  been  handed  over 
to  the  Amir*s  oflkials,  and  loaded  on  camels  supplied  by 
them,  are  just  now  (10  r.M.)  leaving  camp  for  Landi  Barech, 
our  next  halting-place.  It  is  intended  that  these  stores 
should  be  thus  conveyed  one  day's  mardi  ahead  to  Knhsan. 
There  has  been  some  little  difficulty  with  the  camel-oontrmctor, 
Abdullah  Khan  Nasiri.  The  intrustment  of  the  heavy  bag- 
gage to  the  Amir's  officials  for  conveyance  has,  of  course,  taken 

*  A  gift  eosftrrtd  m  mi  hooour  bj  a  tupcrior  on  ad  iafwior. 
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Um  bread  out  of  tba  mouth  of  k  Bumber  of  hia  cuiwl-owiMn. 
Whether  or  itnt  thii  hwl  anjlhing  to  do  with  ■  little  nttny 
that  •pcans  up  jttlUtd»y  tvtnmft  between  liii  aanraM  (camel- 
dtiTcn)  ud  tlM  Amir'i  men,  I  caunot  ta;  for  certain.  Wliat- 
•Tir  the  canae,  llie  whole  camp  waa  aet  tm  the  f«t  ttn  about 
<  PJL  bj  a  great  nproar  iHsar  the  teuti  of  the  Amir's  agent, 
who  arrived  jrcaterdaj  morning  from  Galaclwh.  It  happened 
that  AbdiiUah  Kban'a  camek  were  just  then  returning  from 
grasiBg  oa  tlM  richt  bank  of  tlie  river.  It  ia  nid  that 
««t  at  the  animala  Mra j«d  among  Kati  Saad  •  nd  •  din'a 
har«ea,  and  tliat  the  advent  of  tliii  unwelcome  %isitor  im- 
pelled the  Ka<i'a  aowan  to  tlie  nae  of  abuaire  epithets.  Op- 
probvioaa  terms  soon  Uoesomed  into  ofleuaive  blows,  tod 
then  ihere  was  a  lirief  but  animated  mil^  with  sticks  and 
MoiMa.  AUIullah  Khan  will  carry  the  marks  of  it  to  his 
djing  daj  in  the  shape  or  minsltape  <if  four  tevth  diskidged 
bjr  a — tor  him— too  tniljr  aimed  stone ;  nnd  not  a  few  of  Um 
warriurs  oa  both  sidea  retired  from  iIm  conflict  ilecormied 
with  innipiia  which  pro\'ed  lltat  they  had  been  in  tite  thick 
of  iL  The  protnpt  arrival  of  sevend  of  our  political  officers 
vm  the  spilt  aoon  pat  a  stop  to  ihe  frajr,  but  none  too  soun, 
sa  it  Mema  probaUe  that  sti<'ka  and  stones  would  ere  long 
have  been  alwxlaned  tor  more  ilcadljr  weapons.  Among 
AbdalUh  Klian'a  »irHMiM  ia  one  Kbnda  Naiar,  nicknamed 
aBMag  his  frllows,  owing  to  his  prmliciuua  strength,  "  l^dd- 
waa,"  and  icpated  to  be  a  match  for  anj  six  otdioary  men. 
I  am  toU  that  he  was  seen  at  Qnctu  to  throw  four  men, 
who  had  audtroaled  a  chnm  of  his,  one  afla-  the  utitcr,  down 
a  kmra.  This  doughty  warrior  was  oeea  susding  with 
a  aniliag  eoaateaanea  ia  tlie  middle  of  this  alTray.  scnm- 
lag  to  tpaU  a  hir  Rght  by  the  aaerctao  of  his  redonbublo 
powara.  Hanag  pat  a  atop  to  the  eonflict,  the  political  om> 
M>«  ardcrad  AbdaUah  and  his  men  back  to  oar  camp ;  and  as 
Ihej  ware  very  rxcilad  at  the  injary  their  chief  had  snstainml, 
aad  Waathad  nwa  t4  Tcageaaea,  measaras  were  taken  to  pea- 
*Mt  tham  laaviag  eamp  Uauta.  This  MKwaiag,  wbsa  their 
Head  aad  fary  had  haaa  eooM  by  the  chill  aight  air  and  a 
■ilhl'a  MM.  a  dapalatioB  of  tfaaas.  headed  fay  a  aaUn  aOacW, 
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was  sent  over  to  the  Kazi's  camp,  and  the  late  rival  combat- 
ants were  induced,  if  not  to  shake  hands  d  FAf^aue,  to  dis- 
avow any  intention  of  renewing  the  quarrel.  Tlie  site  of 
tlie  Kazi's  camp  was  admirably  adapted  for  shielding  the 
occupants  from  the  wind  and  dust  which  to  us  have  been 
so  fertile  a  source  of  discomfort.  It  lay  snugly  ensconced 
under  the  lee  of  a  high  bank  crowned  by  a  clump  of  poplars. 

RvMAR,  tOtk  OetoUr. 

Yesterday  at  :130  A.M.  rivcilU  sounded,  and  before  daybreak 
the  cavalry  and  infantry  main  bodies  were  en  route  for  LAndi 
liarech,  leaving  the  baggage  to  an  escort  of  cavalry  and  in- 
fantry, and  two  or  three  olHccrs  detailed  for  that  duty.  Hie 
main  iKxly  of  the  cavalry  and  infantry  lc<l,  followed  by  tlie 
baggage  in  three  parallel  lines  in  charge  of  tlio  transport  oflicer, 
assisted  by  tliree  native  attaches.  The  rear-guard  was  oom- 
mandcd  by  a  European  oflicer,  and  flanking  parties  of  cavalry 
protected  botli  flanks  of  the  baggage.  Tliis  disposition  will 
probably  be  maintained  tliroughout  our  march  to  Kulisan, 
except  that  the  three  parallel  lines  of  baggage  will  lie  subject 
to  modification  by  the  nature  of  the  route.  Our  baggage- 
camels  will  number  about  700,  to  which  must  be  added  about 
200  spare  camels  for  the  purpose  of  replacing  casualties  ami 
mounting  tlic  infantry  rear-guard  and  a  portion  of  the  follow- 
ers. As  the  condition  and  equipment  of  the  camels  supplied 
by  the  Amir's  oflicials  is  by  no  means  as  satisfactory  as  couM 
be  desired,  it  is  intended  that  tlie  whole  of  Abdullali  Khan's 
camels — viz.,  about  360,  j)lus  the  900  already  mentioned— 
should  accompany  us  for  one  or  two  stages.  Should  it  then 
appear  that  the  provision  for  the  transport  of  the  heavy  bag- 
gage made  by  the  Amir's  oflicials  is  likely  to  prove  adequate, 
the — at  present — unemployed  suq)lus  of  camels  belonging  to 
Abdullali  Khan  will  be  dismissed  to  find  their  way  back 
to  Pishin.  They  will  have  no  difficulty  in  returning  either 
by  the  Kani  or  Chagai  route.  Water  they  will  find  in 
plenty,  and  of  food  they  can  easily  carry  a  sufficiency  for 
a  fortnight's  journey.  Small  caravans  frequently  travel  by 
both  these  routes. 
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Il  was  ptsi  nino  o'clock  before  the  rear-goiini  got  oat  o( 
mmf,  the  main  cauee  of  this  delay  being  the  obetrnctive  policy 
of  the  diecontented  ciiniel*nien,  who  at  present  bear  to  ua  the 
konooralile  reUtkm  borne  bj  certain  well-known  Irish  mem- 
bers to  ttie  remaining  memlters  of  the  House  of  Commons.  A 
ceMM  taken  of  the  cameb  sliowoil  tliat  citlior  tlie  liaud  of 
death  had  been  as  Imsy  among  them  as  at  Zani,  or  that  Uie 
aUmvments  of  a  "  Ikhiio,  sweet  homo  **  had  |iro\*ud  irresistible 
to  their  owners.  Anyliow,  evidence  of  a  dccn*ase  or  mortality 
e(  three  |ier  cent  in  three  clays  was  the  result  of  onr  labours. 
Kow  a  mortality  of  30  human  beings  per  1000  per  annum  in 
mn  Knnipran  capitals  is  a  fair  average.  It  would  Urns  appear 
thai  for  camels,  at  least*  Kliw^)a  Ali  may  \m  safely  clasaeil  as 
the  mo«t  diiMlly  climate  <in  tlie  face  of  tlio  glfd«.  Some 
Mkiws  insinuate  tluit  tlH*%*  camels  Imve  been  playing  "  hi<ltf« 
aiNl-srvk**  with  us  in  the  lumiuiHling  jungle.  If  si>,  tlie  play 
has  lnvn  all  on  tlicir  side,  f(»r  we  certainly  tlid  not  cvm  «lrcam 
of  seeking  for  tlN*tii.  Fortutmtely  the  rlinuite  is  not  so  deadly 
to  tlio  human  mce.  A  thmprnm  (mcaseiiger)  of  tlie  Foreign 
IHKce  lies  Imrii-il  at  Kliwiga  Ali,  and  a  Si>war  of  tlio  llth  lk*n- 
pil  Lanann  at  Singlmr-Cluiman.  It  wnii  a  long  wear}*  march 
yeMtrr^Uy  <>f  IB  miles.  Ko  imc  cnjciyctl  it  Tlio  iii<*fM  camels 
threw  tlieir  VmU\  and  c«m«e<|Ui*utly  tlie  nu*iiilicniof  tlie  Mis* 
mm^  some  eiglitcen  in  num1ii*r.  wlio  went  nlioad,  liad  to  fast  till  4 
rJi.  We. liuwo%'i*r» of tite nttrguanl, wIni wtmid oilirrwisc havi^ 
had  to  t««ar  the  burden  ami  the  lieat  of  tlie  tUy,  and  of  tlie  toil 
and  lalamr,  with  em|ity  stfmiac*lis,  fell  on  cmr  feet,  and  umlor  the 
welc««M  simile  of  a  mml  pillar  (2  r.M.  and  a  lioi  windless  day) 
we  ivUsheil  with  an  a|»iiettte  camtvl  by  a  10  hours'  fast  the 
4clirscfaa  ftir  which  our  omirailen  at  liiiNii  llarech  Wi«ro  bun* 
prfing.  Having  Uius  maile  our  |ieace  with  tlie  inner  man,  ami 
Ihrnlew  feeling  at  peace  with  all  mankind,  even  our  oamel* 
we  very  foidialdy  roilo  into  camp  dumd  of  the  mea« 
Yes !  assuredly  it  Itail  been  wiser  to  have  sent  them 
•»  as  a  peacemaker.  We  may  liave  felt  disposed  to  cluUT  our 
less  fefl«nat«  friemls,  but  if  a  jocular  word  was  not  cheekeil 
by  the  earnest  eipreastoo  of  tlie  hungering  gaies  tliat  met  our 
view,  any  jocular  ptopenaity  was  at  once  nipped  in  the  bml 
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by  the  cold  reception  accortlwl  to  our  ill-tinictl  Ic^Hty.  In  fact, 
it  WAS  not  safe  to  address  on  any  subject  those  wliom  accident 
had  thus  against  tlieir  will  conflcnmed  to  Lenten  observances. 
Even  the  most  bigoted  of  l^Iohainniedans  deems  tlie  obsor^'ance 
of  the  fast  in  Ilamazan  unnecessary  when  he  is  on  a  journey ; 
and  here  were  men  who  prolmbly  do  not  find  that  good  suc- 
culent meat  chokes  them  on  a  Good  Friday,  forced  to  keep  a 
fast  that  is  not  in  any  calendar  that  I  know  of.  Hani  lines 
indeed !  The  rcar-guanl  got  in  alH)ut  5  r.ir.,  and  the  camels 
of  course  had  to  graze  at  night,  so  we  had  more  trouble  with 
the  camel-men.  However,  some  thousands  of  ru|)ecs  and  two 
srrrs  of  barley  i>er  cjimel  pacifieil  them.  The  nmrch  this 
morning  from  I^nuli  r»arech  to  Kudlmr,  13  miles,  was  much 
li'As  trying.  The  n'm'/id  sounded  again  at  3.30  A.M.,  and  the 
main  IxMly  of  the  C8i^«>rt  left  camp  before  G,  followed  by  the 
ronr-gtiard  at  8  nVhick.  In  future,  i»rol»ably  the  renr-giuml 
will  always  got  <»fT  by  7  A.M.  We  are  encamiiefl  two  mil(*8 
l»oyoud  liUilbnr,  which  is  but  a  small  village.  Our  route 
mffits  but  a  brief  dt'sori]>tion.  One  sees  nothing  Imt  tamarisk 
jungle  three  miles  or  mi»re  in  breadth,  Hanked  by  high,  sandy, 
hillocky  slopes,  with  here  and  there  signs  of  cultivation,  an 
irrigation  canal,  f^ome  wheat,  stubble,  &c.  Pulalak  consists 
of  tliree  villages  of  r>arerhis,  situat<Hl  some  10  or  11  miles  from 
Khwaja  Ali.  Formerly  there  were  four  villages  here,  liut 
OIK*  now  lius  in  ruins.  The  HanHibis  are  a  brnncli  of  the 
Durranis,  older  than  the  llarukzais,  but  now  far  lielow  tlicm 
in  the  scale  of  jniwer  and  h(»nour.  At  l^ndi  Ikircch  there  is 
a  considerable  settlement  of  this  branch  of  the  Afghan  race, 
which  occupies  a  large  jwrtion  of  the  Oarni-Hcl.  Crowning 
the  elevated  ground  to  the  left  of  our  n»ad,  wo  occasionally 
see  the  niins  of  an  old  fort  To-morrow  we  have  a  long 
inarch  of  20  miles  licfore  us  to  Khaju,  and  on  the  following 
day  of  about  12  miles  to  Chahar-burjak,  at  the  end  of  wliicli 
tile  Hulnnuid  will  1>e  cros.se<l.  The  depth  of  the  water  at  tbo 
fonl  is  only  21  feet 

Kalaii-ikath,  tICA  (kuUr. 

The  tlay  liefore  we  reach  a  camping-ground  at  which  it  is 
intended  to  halt  for  a  day,  the  universal  cry  is  -  Tliank  liea\-cii, 
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«<•  AM  have  a  mi  to-morrow  I  Tlmnk  lienvcn,  no  petting 
«p  at  three  o'clock  to-morrow  morning !  **  True  fur  the  Uit 
till ;  but  aa  for  the  firsts  the  man  whoee  sanguine  imagination 
couplea  the  word  "  lialt  **  with  **  rest,**  is  «loomod  to  clisappoint- 
aent.  Beat  I  Every  halt  aoems  to  mean  a  reduplicatioo  of 
the  toiL  The  liouni  spent  on  tlie  march  are  the  hours  of  peace 
and  reat,  and  the  moments  spent  at  the  halt  are  the  momenta 
tl  toil  ami  unrest  On  such  occasions  blessctl  indeed  is  lie 
that  expecteth  little.  f«vr  he  sliall  not  reap  disappointment, 
whatever  he  may  reap.  Tliere  is,  however,  one  liour  of  tlie 
daj  when  the  vision  of  rest  realises  itself,  and  jret  onlj  ttien 
bj  defrauding  tlie  human  frame  of  it9  natural  rest — \'ix^  the 
after-dinner  liour.  We  dine  earlj  in  camp— in  fact,  as  soon 
after  sunset  as  possible ;  for  when  HrciUi  sounds  at  3  kM^  tlie 
hours  ol  sleep  are  few  ami  precious.  In  tlie  artificial  exist* 
enre  of  moiloii  civilisation  everything  tcmls  to  invaliilate  the 
snnmlnesa  of  tlie  good  oM  maxim  steadily  drummoil  into  our 
ears  in  the  tkjrs  of  our  youth  by  our  elders  (f«vrgetful  of  an- 
olhrr  maxim  equally  miuml  in  the<»ry  ami  e<inAlly  liable  to 
tnuMgrraston,  "  l*ractise  wliat  you  |>reach  **>— \ix^  **  Early  to 
bet!  and  early  to  rise,  is  llie  way  to  be  licfdthy,  wealthy,  and 
wise.*  In  camp-life,  an  romtmirt,  all  tcmla  to  necessitate  Uie 
€>l«emiace  of  tliis  mcHlt*!  rule  of  life  ;  ami  if  it  fails  to  brii^ 
with  it  an  influx  of  wealth,  it  umloulHe«lly  im|Mirts  a  healthier 
tfltte  to  systems  inevitably  eni*r%*ate«l  by  the  insalubrity  of 
an  Imlian  climate,  and  to  minds  insensibly  impaircil  by  the 
minma/Umy  of  Imlian  existence  and  the  narrow  range  of  thought 
asNl  tntrrest  of  Indian  society. 

I  have  up  to  thia  point  kft  unnoticed  tlie  progreaa  of  the  re- 
awl  operations  e(  the  scientific  members  of  the  Mia- 
It  IS  full  time  that  such  an  omission  were  atoned  for. 

TW  work  e(  the  Survey  Department  is  one  of  primary 
MBpoftaaesi,  inaaoiuch  as  the  country  which  we  have  travened 
and  wUeh  we  are  about  to  traverse  has  rarely,  and  in  aome 
iur,  been  visited  by  any  European  traveller,  hr  leas 
arieMliically  surveyed.  If  we  except  the  journey  ol 
CMstfe  im  ItIO,  and  the  travels  e(  Sir  Charles  Uacfiefor 
Captain  Lackwuod  in  IS77,  the  deaert  tracu  of  NortWni 
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IViluchistnn  nrc  cntiruly  innocent  of  the  "footprints  in  the 
snnd  "  of  £uroi>ean  travellers.  At  the  time  when  GencraU 
GoKlsniid  and  rollock  were  cleputcil  in  1872  by  the  Home 
and  Indian  Govenuncnts  to  settle  the  Perso-Beluch  and 
»Seistan  frontiers,  Sir  Oliver  St  John  and  Colonel  Lovett  were 
enabled  to  survey  the  countr}*  through  which  the  Mission 
moved,  and  the  labours  of  the  first-named  officer  and  of  Major 
tlie  Honourable  G.  Napier  have  furnished  the  Survey  Depart- 
ment with  accurate  maps  of  Khorasan  and  North-Eastem 
Persia  and  of  the  Herat  valley.  Ikscd  on  the  travels  of 
Grodckoff  and  Prejavalsky,  and  the  work  of  the  Kussian 
to]>ographical  survey,  the  latest  and  best  maps  of  Herat  and 
Afjj'lmn-Turkistan  Imve  been  produced.  Tlic  travels  of  Sir 
C.  Macgregor  through  Eastern  and  Xortlieni  Persia  in  1875 
were  also  productive  of  an  extended  topographical  knowletlge 
of  that  country.  "With  reganl,  however,  to  the  route  which 
the  ^lission  is  about  to  follow  from  the  Helmund  to  Ghorian, 
no  European,  I  believe,  but  KhanikofThas  ever  before  set  foot 
on  it,  and  he  only  in  part,  and  with  a  rapidity  tliat  precluded 
tbc  possibility  of  accurate  obser>'ation.  The  field  of  Uboor 
therefore  now  thrown  o\ycn  to  the  operations  of  the  survey  of 
In<lia  is  one  of  unusual  extent  and  interest.  All  tliat  lies 
between  Nusliki  and  tlie  Persian  frontier  is,  from  a  survey 
I)oint  of  view,  a  terra  incognita,  and  it  is  the  hope  and  aim  of 
the  otlicers  of  that  dei)artment  now  with  the  Mission  to  suc- 
cessfully carry  out  the  inqwrtant  task  allotted  to  them,  and  so 
connect  the  Indian  triangulation  system  with  the  sur\*ey  work 
Imsed  on  traverses  and  observations  of  latitude  and  longitude 
conducted  in  Persia  by  St  Jolin  and  others.  As  far  as  the 
Helmund  these  hopes  were  amply  fulfilled.  Captain  Gore 
surveyed  the  route  rid  Kani  and  Shah  Ismail,  and  Lieutenant 
the  Honourable  M.  G.  Tal1x)t  the  route  vid  Chagai  to  Galachah, 
and  on  arrival  at  that  place  a  comparison  of  tlie  results  ob- 
tained thus  independently  left  no  room  for  doubting  their 
accuracy.  Furthermore,  the  peak  of  Kuh-i-Khanishin,  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  Helmund,  aliout  thirty  miles  east  of 
Khwaja  Ali,  was  trigonometrically  fixed,  and  on  the  arrival 
of  the  Mission  at  that  river  there  seemed  ererj  reaaoii  to  hope 
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UmI  the  work  to  tticceufulljr  bcgiin  would  be  raoeetsfnlly 
eootiiiiMd.  Migor  Hoklich,  who  was  fit  tlie  last  moment 
tnmiferred  from  tlie  Zliob  expedition  to  take  up  the  poet 
with  the  Afghan  Ik>undarj  CommiMion  vacated  by  Migor 
HiU  iaralideii,  o\'eftook  his  subordinate  officers  at  GaUchali, 
and  there  assumed  the  direction  of  tlie  work  of  his  depart- 
menL  At  Khwaja  AU  and  Landi  Borech  the  clearness  of  the 
atmc«pliere  was  favourable  to  tri««onomctrical  obecrvatiims ; 
lait  on  tlie  sulisequent  niarclios,  wlien  time  did  not  admit  of 
■Nning  Uf  from  the  line  of  march,  and  the  confi^rataon  of 
the  high  gmuml  on  eitlier  side  of  the  river  reiHlervd  a  distant 
Yirw  unattainable,  the  necessary  olMer\'atioiis  could  not  be 
made.  On  tlie  22«1  tlie  thickness  of  the  atnHWpliero  |iro%*ed 
an  insurmountable  olsitaclc;  ami  on  the  23<l,  when  tlie  officera 
cil  the  survey  remained  Wliind  at  Clialiar-burjak,  in  tlie  liopes 
of  olilaining  tlie  observations  fsseniiAl  to  Uie  ca»mplcteiiess  of 
their  work,  the  atiiios|ilien*  wa«  c«|tuilly  uiipn»|»itious.  In 
fact  a  dust-storm  liiew  all  day,  as  it  lias  done  to-4lay.  It  haa 
hern  ascertained  that  the  present  |visition  of  tlie  Kuli-i-Khan« 
hhin.  as  sliown  on  tlie  imi^  rtt-ent  maps,  is  16  miles  too  tar 
ea«t,  anti  tluit  a  similar  but  pntbially  diniinisliing  error 
affects  all  places  on  tlic  Heltnuml  west  of  it  up  to  this  point. 
The  nesnit  of  this  sur^Ty  will  Im  an  ini|virtaiit  rectificaticm 
of  tlie  pfvsent  maps  of  tlie  llelmutHl  ami  tlie  surrounding 
emintry.  Ctalacluih.  for  exaiM|4e,  occupies  on  tlie  ma|ii  a 
piUKtion  at  least  20  miles  west  by  north  of  its  real  position  on 
the  bee  of  tlie  glolie.  As  tlie  tripmometrical  oliser%'atiiina 
which  it  was  ho|ic«|  wuuki  1«  <dilaitic«l  fnnu  varicHis  points  on 
the  Udmund  ha^e  been  rrtHlere«l  unattaiual»le  for  the  reascma 
above  mentioneil,  tlie  accuracy  of  tlie  survey  between  Landi 
iXaredi  and  Kalah-i-fath  tkfpentls  on  the  traverse  which  was 
eaifiad  through  without  a  break  at  the  rate  of  IS  miles  a-day. 
Tram  Kakb^-iath  a  range  of  distant  hills  is  visible  to  the 
wwl  and  nofth-west.  suivpoaed  to  be  the  SarlunU  hills,  ob* 
asmtkna  to  whicli  liave  been  taken.  Aa  tlie  mute  of  the 
UisMn  heneelorth  runs  nearly  dne  north,  travene  dislanoM 
will  he  kdrif  checked  by  btitnde  obserrataoMi  In  oonclml- 
ia§  tUa  bfW  summary  of  the  kbours  of  the  Survey  Uepaii- 
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mcnt,  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my  admiration  for 
the  zeal  and  enthusiasm  in  the  pursuit  of  science  which  in- 
duce men,  after  a  hard  day's  work,  to  snatdi  a  hurried  meal 
in  discomfort,  and  devote,  every  niglit,  some  Iiours  of  well- 
earned  rest  to  astronomical  ol)scr\'ations.  I  also  take  this 
opportunity  of  recording  tlie  latitude  and  longitude  of  some 
of  the  principal  ix)ints  on  our  route,  for  the  information  of  tlie 
general  public.  I  am  indebted  to  tlie  courtesy  of  tlie  survey 
officers  with  the  Mission  for  the  details . — 
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PADHA-I-SrLTAX,  25ik  OeinUr. 

AVc  left  Kalah-i-fath  this  numiing.  The  country  we  have 
traversed  dnriu;*  the  i»a.st  three  or  four  days  wcstwanl  from 
liudbar  shoultl  be  dear  to  the  souls  of  the  philosojihcrs  of  the 
pessimist  scIjooI,  if,  as  the  title  they  Injar  would  imply,  they 
are  ever  moralising  on  the  vanity  and  uncertainty  of  all  things 
human,  and  hunting  for  proofs  in  support  of  their  theories. 
They  might  search  further  and  find  less  evidence  of  the  sound- 
ness of  such  tenets  than  the  liaiiks  of  the  Helniund  affonL 
Fn>m  Kudlmr  to  six  or  seven  miles  north-west  of  Kalah-i- 
falh  our  route  has  coiulucte<l  us  through  a  very  labyrinth  of 
ruins  of  various  stages  of  anti<juity.  I  ain  no  nrclueologist, 
and  in  tliat  rcsi>ect  I  have  the  honour  to  recognise  the  local 
Ik^lucli  as  my  coequal.  To  his  intelligent  and  cultivated 
mind  what  is  ancient  is  Kayani,  and  what  is  Kayani  is 
ancient.  lUit  if  you  strove  to  ascertain  in  what  his  concep- 
tion of  antiquity  consisted,  or  wlien  he  believed  the  Kayani 
dynasty  to  have  flourished,  you  would  speedily  discover  tliat 
he  had  never  heanl  of  the  rival  systems  of  chronology  of 
Vshcr  and  Newton,  and  that  ho  was  not  prepared  to  pro- 
nounce judgment  on  the  respective  merits  of  the  Biblical  and 
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geologK^  Iheoriet  of  the  worhra  «ge.  In  fact,  Uie  sam  of  hit 
coocfpUoiMi  on  titia  point  nmy  be  expressed  in  the  tennt  of 
*  Innj^  Inog  f^^o.**  For  my  part,  when  I  come  scroes  the  ruins 
oi  bnildin^pi  nuule  of  mud  iinti  sun-dried  bnck  (some  of  the 
lUMuns,  Imwever,  were  of  kiln-4lried  hrickX  I  Uke  old  Kan- 
ikhar  as  mj  sUndard.  We  all  know  tliat  it  was  laid  waste 
hj  Nailir  Shah  about  1730  a.Di.;  and  knowing;  this,  and  having 
a  faiir  recollection  of  tlie  present  state  of  its  ramparts,  citadel, 
ami  lesser  eilifices,  we  can  bj  comparison  with  it  estimate 
appniximateljT  tlie  age  of  structures  of  similar  nature  and 
asateriaL  5(onie  parts  of  the  citadel  of  old  Kandahar  were 
coostnicteil  of,  or  1iuttrpssc«l  by,  stone-work ;  wliercas  in  this 
netghliouHioml  I  have  not  noticeil  one  sin;;le  liewn  stone  used 
in  any  description  of  Imikling.  Sun-drietl  brick  is  the  main 
feature.  Burnt  brick  is  comparatively  unconmion.  At  tlie 
sn«th-east  an;;le  of  Kslah-i-fatli  stamls  a  t«Hnb  or  caravan- 
serai faeeil  with  Immt  l>rick.  ami  six  miles  mirth  of  the  same 
city  I  rrmarked  that  the  d/hrtM  of  some  ruins  was  mainly 
composeil  of  burnt  lirick.  Aibl  a  small  tlome,  wliose  interior 
had  evidently  bren  ex|Hiaed  to  fire^licat,  and  miglit  liave  been 
a  kiln  for  burning  lirirks  or  tiles,  ami  my  list  is  finislied. 

I  had  almost  forgotten  to  mention  a  tomb  of  burnt  bridt 
situated  a  quarter-mile  to  the  left  of  the  road  on  the  edge  of 
the  piataiu  shown  Ave  or  six  miles  south-east  of  Kal'ah*i-iath« 
which  is  associatetl  by  an  interesting  legrml  with  tlie  brick 
camvansarai  to  which  I  have  just  referred.  The  tomb  in 
quealtei  is  known  far  and  wide  by  the  name  of  **  Gumbad-i- 
l«wi-i-yak-«laat  ** — l#.,  the  tomb  of  the  one-handed  architect 
The  story  pries,  that  in  tlie  days  of  Abd-ul*fath,  one  of  the 
Kayani  kittg«,  ami  the  reputcti  fmimler  of  Kalah-i-iath,  there 
lirsd  an  architect  of  grmt  skill,  who,  by  the  king's  orderii 
imishtd  d>ttgns  for  and  superintendrvl  the  eonstmcttott  of 
the  raravanseraL  80  pleased  was  the  monarch  with  this 
•itiee  when  eompleted.  tluit.  forgetful  of  the  Uwa  of  gratitude 
and  jnatica,  he  vowed  that  that  stfucture  should  stand  the 

essMaaml  the  Inckless  arehiteci  forfeited  the  right  hand  which 
had  made  him  tha  envied  of  all,  and  jei  the  vielim  of  envj. 
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Long  he  pondered  ou  the  king's  injustice,  and  inwanlly 
breatlied  silent  vows  of  revenge.  Finally  he  decided  that  to 
thwart  the  king's  jealous  and  selfish  ambition  would  be  the 
bitterest  revenge  he  could  take.  He  left  the  city,  and  on  the 
barren  plateau  hard  by,  he,  unaided  but  by  the  inspiration  of 
revenge  and  the  skill  of  his  own  left  hand,  erected  the  massive 
tomb  wliich  stands  a  memorial  to  ages  to  come  of  his  masterly 
liandiwork  and  his  king's  futile  injustice.  In  the  last  and 
choicest  production  of  his  powers  of  design  and  workmanship 
the  architect  lies  interred. 

I  think  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  majority  of  ruine<l 
forts,  cities,  and  various  edifices  strewn  in  marvellous  pro- 
fusion over  tlie  fifty-six  miles  of  the  valley  of  the  Holmund 
and  Seistan  plain,  from  lUidbar  to  beyond  Kalah-i-fath,  are 
contem|K)rary  with,  or  more  recent  than,  the  old  city  of  Kan- 
dahar. Not  unnaturally  the  ruins  of  forts  or  citadels  are 
most  conspicuous,  their  greater  size  and  solidity  presenting  a 
longer  and  stouter  resisUmce  to  tlie  assaults  of  the  atmospheric 
forces.  One  of  tlie  native  attaches  of  tlie  Mission  infonueil 
me  tliat,  according  to  local  tradition,  seven  of  the  ruined 
forts  near  our  camp  opposite  Khaju  were  retluced  to  ruins  by 
the  Km|>eror  Baber,  and  that  two  ruine<l  forts  on  the  right 
l»ank  of  the  river  between  KudlKir  and  Khaju  bore  the  names 
of  Abkhur-i-Ku8tani  and  Fa-kashak-i-Kustam.  Tliat  some 
of  the  ruins  we  saw  should  date  from  the  reign  of  llaber  is  far 
from  improlmble ;  but  that  mud  forts  of  the  era  of  Kustam,  in 
whose  family  the  viccroyalty  of  Seistan  was  vestetl  under  tlie 
Kayani  dynasty,  should  still  present  a  tangible  and  describa- 
l>le  slinpe,  seems  more  than  improbable.  It  l)ecomes  a  mm^ 
l^oint  wliether  these  were  isolated  forts  or  the  citadels  of  coii- 
sidemble  towns  or  cities.  .So  numerous  are  they,  tliat  if  we 
consitler  each  of  them  to  have  lieeii  surrounded  by  more  or 
less  considerable  areas  of  dwellings  and  public  buildings  (an 
opinion  that  in  many  cases  is  supjwrted  by  the  traces  of  walls 
and  l»astions  and  outlying  buildings  around  them),  we  at  once 
ask  ourselves — "  "NVlience  did  the  enormous  population  which 
formerly  must  have  occupied  this  valley  obUin  Uieir  food- 
supplies  ? "    However  fertile  the  soil,  and  however  extended 
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Iht  area  of  kml  fornicrljr  umlcr  cultivation,  it  couM  not  lisvt 
MfRced  for  the  liniulredt  of  tliottiuiiicb  of  luoutlw  ilotuAmlinj^ 
ines  frnm  it     We  ma«t  tlicivfom  tnpiKNe  tliai  tlie 
and  luKiiriet  of  lifo  e«iential  to  tlia  tapiiort  ami 
comfort  of  thin  veritahle  human  beo-hivo  were  to  a  groal 
extent  importeil,  and  tlieie  it  nothing  improlmMe  in  tliia  tnp- 
poaitkm,    11esitks«  the  reaouroen  of  the  Hclinund  valk«y  fmm 
Ctiriahk  to  tlir  Seintan  Hainun,  tlie  fooil-au|i|4iot  of  tite  vallcya 
of  the  Ari^mlab,  Taniak,  and  Anrliajwn,  and  of  tlie  wlicde  of 
KcUtan,  wnukl  lie  a\*ailalile,  iiTCM|tiH*tivo  of  more  dintant  anuitea 
of  Mip|4r ;  *i^l  ^n  aiMttMHi  to  tlie  local  manufacturvt  which 
MUflt  liave  p^cen  etnpktf  to  tlie  mm-aKrieultunil  portion  of 
this  raat  popnlatHNi,  tlie  manuf«ctitrin|{  town*  of  Yoad,  Kir* 
man,  ami  llirjamt,  n«it  to  mentiim  lM|ialian  ami  Miirai,  wem 
ea«tljr  accgwilJe.     IHd  tlie  pcu|ile  of  ftimicr  timet  utilise  the 
llelmnml  aa  a  tnnle^MUte  f    We  Imve  followetl  tlie  conne  of 
that  ri\'er  f<ir  100  milct,  ami  I  lia\*e  ncen  mKliiii};  to  autlioriae 
the  belief  that  it  is  not  navi^ble  for  l««it  of  light  tlraught. 
It  ia  aaid  to  be  miw  at  itn  lowcat.  and  yvt  the  for«bi  ate  o\-er 
three  feet  in  fle|ith.    Tliere  is  liuk  doiiU  tliat  Uiota  amkl 
tlmceml  it  ea»iljr ;  and  tliere  si«enis  mi  rca^m  to  ikiuU  it  ctHildt 
like  the  Imlns  ami  many  otlirr  Imlian  rivers,  lie  navipiteil 
np-ttrvam  by  small  aniliitg-vi-iifiuk    Tlie  Nile  nm/rftr  mi}^t 
l«  intrwlncrtl  liere  with  ailvaiilii;^*  wlK*n  tlie  banks  of  the 
Ifdmnnd  are  once  apiin  trnantinl  \*y  a  ll<»«iri<iliing  |ii^i|do.     It 
is  a  notable  fsct  tliat  at  the  |ire«mt  day  mit  a  Vfsii^  cif  a 
l«at  or  craft  e(  any  sort  is  to  lie  seen  on  this  setiiou  of  ita 
waters ;  and  this  lc««ls  to  ih«  cfmclnsion  tliat  in  former  times 
aho  it  was  wA  used  f«ir  navipitinn.    At  the  foni  at  KlM^tt  we 
Innnd  a  boat  sent  tktwn  frtim  Oirislik  to  assist  our  [wsas^fo. 
It  was   about  30  feet  kmK  witli  0  feet  lieam  ami  W  tuna 
bvthea.    There  ia  no  Kiuund  to  suppose  tliat  the  fennar 
inhaUtants  of  the  banks  of  the  river  wem  in  the  liabit  of 
navifstlng  it  by  drauitbt  (as  in  our  eanal  system),  even  if  it 


To  revert  to  Irrrn  /ram :  tliere  ia  a  local  rumour  that  be* 
Kndhar  and  Ashkinak  exist  the  remains  e(  a  pakee  of 
Qrm^  known  by  the  name  ef  Kakh-i-lladar^-l'idshah.    Hm 
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iDoiitioii  of  tlic  imuic  of  Cjrms  carries  oae't  UKiofi^iti  nwwj  to 
Tcrftc'iMilU  niid  iHtiikliar,  aihI  the  tomb  of  C^rat  (iBcaDj  kiiovii 
AH  the  Takht-i-MA(lAr-i-Huleitiuiii)  nortli-vei*  d  HIitnuL,  aiul 
the  ruiiiH  of  Hhnptir  iicAr  KAzcrun,  with  tbeir  mtbtd, 
cychi)H*An  mohtmry,  And  fiiiiithed  archiieciiire  and 
Olio  in  htalU  U)  licHove  thAt  tlic  moiuircli  wlio  tmd  ti«  tqUea- 
(h<l  halU  of  rcr«c|)olU  wa«  cotitetit  with  a  umd  |«laoe  cm 
the  IlehiiuiKl.  Yet  iicceMity  known  no  law.  No  atotte  anitcid 
for  I'liildhi;^  |MiriKmcM  in  ohtAinAble  in  tliia  nd^bmu'lmd. 
Kvcii  thu  nhilxiHier  qimrricfi  iieAr  (tAhichAh,  wlicnoc  the  nipit' 
iii;{  Amir  rwvully  traiiN|K>rt4Ml  to  Kalml  ae\'cral  haadnyl  ea»el- 
IfMuU  of  nIuU  (or  thu  A<loriiiiient  of  a  nuiaque  or  tonb  vhidi 
lio  \h  miid  to  ho  coiiNtnictiii;;,  |ir(Hhicc  nuitcrial  only  awted  far 
tlio  4*\terior  (iiciii;^  of  a  waH  or  |HivcMiic*nt  of  a  flimr.  C(«iae- 
(|iii'nlly  llio  j^reat  Cynin  iiiny  have  licen  coiistraineiU  when 
hi)  vJHitifd  hJM  |)n»viiirc  of  SeiHtan,  tfi  cotitiMit  himaclf  with  an 
I'llifico  of  Miiii-(Iri<r(l  brick.  I  cAiinot,  lio>vevc*r,  tmy  that  I  aaw 
any  ImiMiii;;  tliat  had  iho  a])|»earanrc  of  datin;;  from  Uie  en 
nf  the  trrt'al  IVrMiaii  iiioiinnliy.  Aaonliii'j  t^i  Ikdlvw,  luost 
of  ihii  Sijifttaii  rniiin  dale  fnmi  thi;  ]Kri(Nl  of  Tainiur  Lang's 
iiivahioii  ill  IDS:)  a.i».,  and  are  of  Aral»  ori;:iii. 

Saiio  noteworthy  rninH  lie  pon|HMl  around  Kalah-i-fatli. 
The  reiiiaiiiH  of  that  city  ilH4»lf,  with  itK  striking  citadol  on  llie 
eiiHlern  faee,  are  interesting^'  on  account  of  the  traj^c  occur- 
rence which  obliterated  all  tnuc  of  the  j,'reater  \iart  of  it  fnnn 
the  face  of  the  >i1oU».  Accuracy  of  date  \h  lUit  of  the  quei*- 
tiiHi;  hut,  Acconlin;,'  to  current  ruimair,  hoiiic  yoAfs  nj^  the 
l[ehnund,  U»iii^'  in  IhKHl,  hurnt  the  ImmiimN  of  jtH  customary 
ehannel,  and  oinin;:  ilowii  with  irreMistihlo  f<»n»c  on  Uie  town 
of  Kalali.i-fath,  waMlied  away  at  least  twf>-thinU  c»f  it,  Ieavin}{ 
not  one  l»rick  ntandin;;  on  Another.  Certain  it  is  that  now 
<»uo  of  the  channels  flows  over  ground  once  occupiml  liy  tlie 
central  ]mrt  of  this  t^iwn,  And  half  a  mile  to  tiio  west  of  it 
a  clump  of  |KiplArs  is  jmuijUmI  out  as  thu  former  site  of  the 
wenti'in  wall.  After  this  cAUistrtiphe  the  small  uninjured 
remnant  was  deserted  by  its  inlmhitAnts,  or  wlmt  remAiuoil  of 
tiuMu,  for  it  scK*ins  iniprolsihlo  tliAt  sucli  a  disaster  was  un* 
Attcfiidutl  by  hcAvy  loss  of  life.    Wlio  these  former  inhabitants 
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wen  I  ooold  not  Mc«nAin.  Some  et;;lit  ytmn  ago  SutUr 
Uahotned  Stmit  Khan  NnruJ.  then  aeUlec]  with  hi*  tribe  at 
Kjihih-i-iHia  mmI  SlumhlaMl  in  renUn  territory,  heing  at 
IcMil  with  the  Aniir  o(  Kain.  be«egc<l  liim  in  hu  fortrcMi 
The  arrival  at  a  bodjr  of  I'enian  tnmpa  ohlj^  him  to  niM 
the  MFge  and  to  Uko  retu;,'B  in  Af^n  territory.  Sabaft- 
(|aratl]r  he  repaired  to  Kabul,  aixl  tcmlvroi  hit  allepanoe  to 
Aaiir  Hlier  Ali  KIuul  At  the  reriiieat  of  iW  Amir  lie  brongfat 
Ua  tribe  fmtn  Kabh-i-nau  ami  Mrltlv*!  at  KaUh-i-fath.  Ha 
ia  at  ffcwnt  at  Kalxil,  hnvinj;  Ixwn  auiamonetl  tliere  hy  Amir 
Afadnr  lUhinan,  witn  i«  aaiJ  lo  entertain  aoiue  aitaiHcinna  ot 
hia  Mehlf  to  hinuelf.  Arcnnlinft  to  the  atatement  of  a  native 
«(  KaUh-i-fath— evitlentljr  a  aiucero  aahniier  of  liia  chief, 
■inre  he  infonnml  rae  itiat  he  (MalinnKtl  Sliarif  Khan)  was 
laaNal  in  all  tlie  foar  <|uancrf  »f  tlte  Rlnbe — the  Amir  ia 
pleaaril  to  (nant  a  anliitiljr  of  Itft.  40,000  (wr  annnm  to  tliia 
Ilduch  chief.  1  lotm,  Iwwever,  fmm  Kaii  Saail-ailnlin  tliat 
tlw  artnal  aoMNint  of  the  aulaitlj  in  lt«.  20,000  paiti  (o  Sliarif 
Khan,  awl  awitlier  Kk  30.000  to  hii  ncjitiew  at  Khaah.  8o 
tmj  infofmant  was  not.  a«  I  auppoaeil,  drawin;:  the  kmjl  how. 
He  waa  riglit  a«  lo  tlie  amount,  lail  mi*intn>nneil  me  aa  to  iia 


The  ■Dhjecta  ol  Uali«ini.<il  Slianf  Kh.in  term  tliemnelvea 
Xanw  or  Slirraniift.  <>n  iii<[uir}'  it  a]>pvar4  tliat  lite  N'aniia 
M*  a  M«liaa  <if  t)»e  Sheranii  irilx*.  Snnbr  Imam  Klian  ami 
hia  «n«  SIter  Mah-inml  Klian  at  Clialmr-)>nrjnk  are  Hinjaraoia. 
The  pinner  ia  miiI  I<)  be  parahtol  .Snnlar  Ibraltini  Khan  of 
Chakananr,  tin*  n-pntcil  munlcnr  «(  I>r  >'oriv^  in  I'm,  ii  at 
peamt  an  ciite  at  Jalianalml  in  I'rraian  .Sci«tiin.  lie  ia  aaid 
ti  haTv  iWlineii  to  olwjr  tlte  Arnir**  rwcvnl  Biiiumotw  Co  Kabul. 
aad  WW  in  (vmaei|an»re  iDmrtl  out  la*t  rmr,  and  rc|iUced  bjr 
■n  tAcial  Bominatctl  i'j  tlie  Aniir,  uiiivirraalljr  known  bjr  tlie 
wyiinim  of  tite  "  AkhnmUaiU."  •Im  u  wxIfT  iIm  onlen  of 
the  (ioreranr  ol  Farah.  SanUr  Ualintitcil  VuBnf  Khan.  Snme 
••■  of  the  labouring  rUaa  here  wiili  whom  1  liai)  oatver- 
mtinm,  tnlnstaritjr  rmiarkol  tltat  titey  were  lunch  Letter 
■*  WMler  the  rwie  of  the  Amir'a  rw|>rNentative  tl>an  umier 
tkrt  e<  Ibmhia  Kh«n,  and  cspUined  their  Meaning  in  the 
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following  expressive  terms :  "  Neither  of  tlicni  lias  ever 
given  us  anything,  but  the  present  govenior  takes  less  away." 
Some  of  the  peasantry,  however,  and  probably  the  majority, 
entertain  (lifTercnt  views.  All,  however,  mention,  with  an 
air  of  gratitude  and  satisfaction,  that  as  yet — ix.,  for  a  full 
year — the  Amir  has  taken  no  revenue  from  theuL  Acconling  to 
their  statements,  land-tenure  is  based  on  the  following  terms, 
simple  but  somewhat  unremunerative  to  the  tenant — viz.,  one- 
third  of  the  crop  to  the  Amir,  onc-thinl  to  their  chief,  and 
one-third  to  the  cultivator,  the  last  named  supplying  tlie  seed. 
The  crops  here  are  entirely  dependent  on  irrigation,  none  on 
rain,  l^aiu  falls  in  limited  quantities,  probably  insuflicient  to 
render  probable  the  arrival  at  maturity  of  a  crop  dependent 
solely  on  it. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kalah-i- 
fath  exist  the  buried  ruins  of  cities  of  great  antiquity.  I  even 
heard  it  suggested  that  this  might  be  the  site  of  the  famous 
city  of  Tasargnthc.  Certainly  the  great  area  covered  with 
countless  moun<ls  of  all  slia|>es  and  sizes  lying  to  the  east  f»f 
Kalah-i-fath  suggcsteil  that  excavation  there  might  not  be  in 
vain.  However,  as  the  limited  i>eriod  of  our  stay  did  not 
admit  of  excavations  being  made,  we  are  none  the  wiser.  I 
could  not  ascertain  that  the  local  residents  had  any  susjticiou 
c»r  legend  of  the  fonuer  existence  c)f  a  great  city  on  tliat  spot ; 
in  fact,  the  sum  total  of  their  replies  amounted  to  Uiis,  that 
tliey  were  new  arrivals,  and  knew  nothing  about  it.  They 
entered,  however,  with  interest  and  animation  into  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  extensive  ruins  of  Sar-o-tar  (some  pronounce  it 
Siir-o-tur),  some  twenty  miles  east  or  north-east  of  Kaloli-t- 
fath.  Tlieir  practical  statement  of  the  distance  to  these  mint 
was,  that  if  a  horseman  started  from  Kalah-i-faUi  at  sunrise, 
he  would  reach  Sar-o-tar  at  afternoon -prayer  time.  Tliey 
s]>oke  of  the  coins,  tun[Uoises,  and  gold  found  there ;  and  I 
subsec|uently  heanl  that  after  a  heavy  fall  of  rain  a  general 
excursion  was  invariably  made  by  tliose  i)eople  to  Sar-o>tar, 
to  collect  the  treasures  which  the  liencficcnt  liand  of  nature 
thus  brings  to  light,  and  that  the  sale  of  these  ooUectiont  to 
ixissing  traders  moving  between  the  great  centres  of  oommeroe 
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aa  imporUni  item  in  their  niMiit  of  livelihood  Certain 
it  is  that  very  few  of  these  curios  were  to  be  found  on  tlie 
spot  Indeed  it  is  well  known  lliat  the  sntiquarian  in  search 
of  his  pet  weaknesses  will  find  them,  not  on  tlie  spot  where 
tbej  ate  actually  discovered,  hut  at  the  trade  centres  to  which 
thejr  invariably  gravitate.  Some  coins  ami  seals  were,  liow- 
cver»  procured  bj  the  more  fortunate  or  more  energetic  in- 
qtniers  after  them ;  tnanj  coins  and  curios  have  since  been 

Dta*i*KAinux,  ficA  Qtiilrr. 

Hj  letter  from  Ru<ll«r  gave  my  first  impressifms  of  the 
HelmumL  Tliin  countr}*  prewnt«  no  variety  of  natumi  fea- 
tures.  nor  imlcetl  of  artificial  ones.  The  clmnncl  of  the 
HelmuntI  is  the  same  throii;:liout,  a  broad  IhhI  of  tamarisk 
and  pf>|4ar.  intersected  by  one  or  more  watercbnnncls  accord* 
ing  to  tlte  sweet  pleasure  of  that  river,  which  at  one  time 
gWies  in  n41ing  along  in  8in«:le  grandeur,  ami  again  tklights 
to  ripple  away  in  two  or  tlir^*  minor  strtmrn*.  whicli,  as  they 
l«d  each  other  adieu,  may  fondly  murmur.  "  Wlien  sluill  we 
three  meet  again  f  **  And  meet  again  they  do,  sure  enough,  a 
lew  miles  lower  <l«)wn.  IWvoud  I%udl«ir  tlie  southern  line  of 
Uuflfs  whicli  luM  hitlierto  pumueil  a  wcatcriy  line,  parallel  to 
the  course  of  the  river.  tremU  MHuewlmt  to  the  south,  leaving 
a  brnad  slo|ie  of  undulating  gravelly  soil,  a  tuiturally  mac- 
atlamised  plain  (<>nly  ckar  nmay  tlio  loone  ]icbblcs)  Irtween 
itaell  ami  tlie  river,  ami  bcyomi  Aiihkinak  takes  a  south- 
westerly direction,  and  tlien  the  lirnail  pkiin  of  Seistan  opens 
out  before  tlie  traveller's  gaxe,  strx*tcliing  away  to  the  far 
bofUKNi,  againat  which  Innms  a  dim  range  of  hills  or  moun* 
tatiia-»the  Sirhad«l  hilU,  I  believe.  Opposite  C1ulluu^bttr}ak, 
§7  miles  from  Khwiga  Ali,  at  the  close  of  our  fourth  tlay*s 
march,  ve  fbtded  the  river,  which  tliere  runs  in  three  cluinncls. 
The  water  in  the  deefient  part  was  ratlier  o\'er  three  feet  Ropes 
•a  tffssels  both  alove  and  Iwlow  the  font  were  stretched  across 
btmadi ;  in  fact,  the  arrangements  nuule  by  the  Amir's 
lor  ear  safe  passage  were  all  that  oouM  be  desired. 
Xel  the  sU|;htsat  casualty  or  mishap  occurred,  unless  I  may 

that  head  the  spirit  of  devilry  {miims  the  derirs 
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for  n  bath)  which  induced  a  young  hone  I  was  liding  to 
down  and  roll  with  me  in  the  water*  very  modi  to  tise  detri- 
ment of  my  saddlery  and  outfit  in  gencraL  Hie  spectaton  on 
the  Imnks  evidently  thought  it  an  excellent  joke. 

From  this  ford,  ever  memorable  for  me,  to  Kalab-i-^th,  we 
hail  a  nice  little  nmrch  of  23^  miles,  leaving  the  river  four  miles 
l)cyond  Chahar-burjak,  and  taking  a  bee-line  across  tlie  elevated 
phiieau  of  undulating  gravelly  hillocks  and  level  jmi  which 
iKiniurs  the  Helmund  on  the  right.  Eighteen  miles  from 
Chnhiir-burjok  wo  again  rejoined  the  river,  and  soon  came  in 
HJ^'hl  of  tliu  walls  nnd  lofty  citadel  of  Kalah-i-Cath.  Our 
first  ]>08t  since  the  ISth  at  Kliwaja  Ali  met  us  at  Chahar- 
hurjak,  and  a  welcome  surprise  it  was,  and  sjicaks  well  for 
the  ;^'oodwill  of  tlio  Amir  and  his  ofhcials  towards  us.  We 
hnvo  siueo  hml  |>ost8  in  regularly,  and  we  send  out  posts  daily 
fnr  India.  On  the  snniu  day  at  Chahar-burjak  a  special 
niossiMigiT  from  llorat  brought  a  letter  from  tlie  (tovenior, 
Sanlar  Sarwar  Khan,  onrlosiug  one  fnnn  Sir  P.  Lumsilen. 
Tostal  oohinuininuion  ha.H  now  been  established  between  us 
and  Sir  W  \M\\\n\\v\\,  aud  letters  for  Europe  can  be  now  for- 
wardtui  n'lj  llnat  and  Tohrran. 

Wo  haUinl  Oh  tho  'JM\\  at  Ka1nh-i-fath,  and  there  the 
consiguntont  of  all  oui  ivM>rvo  ivmniissariat  and  mess  stores 
and  lioANV  touti  to  tlio  Afghan  osiHirt  was  completeiL  It 
JH  !«o  arran>*tHl  thai  tlo^  Iumvv  Uiggnge  leaves  the  camping- 
^i\»und  daily  ai  vh»u  a«  |Hv^^tblo  after  the  main  body  lias 
startrd.  Tho  houi  v»t  »<^^^iU'  \n  at  l^  A.M. ;  and  now  that 
things  rtr\»  \\\  thv»i\«^.;h  »\»ikiug  onlcr,  the  rear-guard  is 
enabUsl  to  Htait  vbiwth  \Um  d.^xh^ht  |H.*rmits  the  ofhcer  in 
couuimnd  to  (i^vit«uu  l^^i  wu.uu  th«it  no  ^icrson  or  thing  is 
K'ft  Whukd.  Uv^^^^ht^t*  \l\h't  lUtwA  u\l-diu.  with  a  small  escort 
oC  tho  1 1th  )Wn^:«kl  t^uvAit.  u  ui  \-Imiv;v  k4^  and  accompanies, 
I  lie  hvaxy  l^tiggH^  'th%>  \h%%Kui  \%^t  r^vry  reason  to  be 
SiUi^ti^l  with  Iho  aiiH^^^uivoVA  t\^  lU  |«k\uiiuit  and  peace- 
A^le  traiuut  ihrv^m^h  h^«  whUvmkv«  ujuavW  by  the  Amir,  and 
^Hr  tW  geu«>ral  ftH'udbuvNwi  i^^sl  \fcilUii^ift««»  to  aid  sbowB  by 
hU  1      ud9c     III  AsMk^K^M  U'  «^  «u*^^v  »iA|»|4y  el  tha  naMS 
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fli  t«i,  n>sw.  candlet,  tobMco,  and  other  Innirie*  to  all  nolu 
tt  ibe  UinioD ;  and  altnoat  every  Gamel.  or  hone,  or  ponj 
that  baa  itrajred  m  ntilt  or  out  of  ounp,  haa  been  reeorend 
bf  the  aole  exertiona  <rf  the  Afgluo  offidaU,  and  that,  too,  in 
a  coBntr;  when  poverty,  and  I  think  I  may  aay  edneatioo, 
rmdera  the  popalatkn  prone  to  robbery.  Some  few  daya 
ago  Captain  Darand  loat  a  \-alnable  wfder  on  the  maidk 
Kaii  Saad-nd-din — an  )w  infotmed  mo — at  once  gave  tha 
paopla  in  the  neighboarltood  a  choice  of  two  thinga :  aithar 
to  rtoorer  and  letura  tite  hocae,  or  p«y  a  fine  of  lU  3000. 
Tbo  bone  wu  iMovend  to^y. 

Tbe  march  to  Padha-i-Snltan  yeatcrday,  and  thence  to  Deb4> 
Kanunn  (o-day.aa  regatdi  tlie  natural  featuieaof  the  conntiy 
pnaenu  nothing  wmthy  of  notice  The  ruin*  ha\-e  beecnae 
fewer,  and  aone  aix  tnilea  beyomi  Kalah4-fath  dwindle  into 
inaigniftcaBce.  at  Icaat  ontwanlly. 

CAMr  liumaiua,  tMI  0M4(r. 
Deaieading  the  Ilelmund  front  Khwi^  Ali,  lite  fint  in- 
haUunti  nMt  with  are  Ilarechia,  of  the  aame  atoek  aa  the 
nanefaia  of  Sbonwak.  From  RwllMir  to  CUhar-bnijak  tlie 
cnnMfy  ia  in  the  handi  of  Itelnclii*  of  the  Manjanni  tribe, 
wlHMecUef,  Sanlar  Imam  Xl)an.livcaati1ialtar-baijak.  Not 
that  all  the  anhjccto  of  tliia  chief  are  f>«n>rania.  ftome  o< 
tlwm  with  whom  I  coai-eraed  atylr<l  tlienuelvea  XhanUna, 
and  tm  being  aakod  il  tliey  were  Sanjarania.  replied  in  the 
neptive  with  a  geelnre  that  nnqncationaUy  impli«)  an  ae- 
baawMged  inlvionty  e(  poaition.  It  ia  aappoaad  that  thcae 
cla««  an  in  a  poahioa  tH  aemi-bomlage  to  tlw  Mai^^rania,  aad 
I  kbewan,  owning  no  property  eitber  in  land  or 
At  Kalah-iJath  we  «nd  Ilelnchk  of  tbn 
I,  er,  aa  they  alao  termed  tbenuwlvea,  Sheranaia ; 
■nd  nanr  Xnda  AH,  a  hnnch  of  the  auaa  aection  nnder  Sardar 
FaUr  Mihi—iil  Khan  an  the  teaania  of  the  mL  Ridii^ 
tmm  ITaik  Ali  to  DahJ-dndi.  t  chanced  to  overtake  the  laal* 
nMBadflirdar.uid  ted  aeaaa  talk  with  hiaa.  8om  eigfat  monllw 
^iNtedftamnUt  (ma  hia  bone  while  cfanai^nwiU 
kma,  mi  mUtimi  n  i^iuy  to  hie  kip,  which  tluant«M  to 


PROM  THR  HEUfUHD  TO  HERAT.  89 

trouble  him  for  life.  He  was  coming  in  to  see  Dr  Owen,  in 
the  hope  tliat  he  might  benefit  by  his  medical  advice  and 
treatment 

Between  Pndha-i-Sultan  and  Deh-i-Kamran,  some  two  miles 
to  the  west  of  the  road,  is  the  Scistan  Bund.  I  visited  it 
It  is  constructed  of  plaited  tamarisk  boughs,  and  lias  to  be 
rcnewcil  or  repaired  every  year  after  the  spring  Hoods.  Jnst 
above  it,  a  canal,  some  25  or  30  yanls  in  width,  diverts  a 
considerable  )K)rtion  of  the  waters  of  the  Helmund  for  the 
irrigation  of  Persian  Scistan.  Tlie  remainder  flows  onward  in 
its  natural  cliannel,  more  or  less  parallel  to  tlie  route  we  are 
following  to  the  Haniun.  In  fonner  and  more  prosperous 
times  there  was  no  Hamun,  the  water  of  tlie  Helmund  being 
exhausted  for  purposes  of  irrigation.  Tainiur  Lang,  in  tlie 
fourtcH^nth  century,  did  all  he  could  to  damage  tlie  irrigation 
syAtem  of  Scistan,  Itcsitlos  sacking  its  towns.  He  seems  to 
have  l>ccn  animated  with  the  bitterest  hatred  for  the  Seis* 
tanis:  some  state,  in  explanation  of  this  implacable  resent- 
ment, that  his  lamonoM  was  due  to  a  wound  received  in  his 
first  raid  into  S»i»tau.  0\\  arrival  near  the  Bund,  I  found 
Kazi  Saad-ud-din  thore  with  his  suite,  among  whom  was 
MahonuHi  SaiyitI  Khan,  a  9^m  of  Sanlar  Mahomed  Sliarif 
Khan  of  Kalah*i*fath.  Sinoi^  I  met  him  (the  Kari)  first  at 
NuMiki,  I  have  had  no  chamx»  of  intercourse  with  him.  Long 
marches  and  our  dutios  in  camp  leave  us  all  but  little  leisure 
for  the  inon^  anirtcsics  of  this  w^^rUL  lYcsuming  on  my  in* 
triHluotion  at  Nushki«  1  ^TUt  up  and  \x\h\  my  rcs|iecta  to  him. 
Ho  reci«ivo<l  me  otMUli'^Mi^ly,  and  oirensl  me  the  usual  cup  of 
tea,  thus  giving  \\w  \\w  opi^Miuuiiy  for  ctmx'orsation  which  I 
dcsirciL  He  slalinl  thai  \\\\f^  Bund  was  formerly  constructed 
a  little  lower  down  Ih^^  rixvr;  Uil  iluil  the  Amir  of  Kain 
took  adMinlagi»  of  \\w  dithouln«>«  in  which  Afglianistan  lias 
been  in\*o)vei(  of  lalip  \vani  lo  transfer  llie  Bund  to  a  point 
above  tlie  fort  of  Kuliak,  ^hh^h  is  Mliial<4  on  the  IVrsian 
9hle  of  the  riwr»  Mwtwn  it  and  tho  ounaL  It  is  now  held 
by  a  small  (ofos  of  IVrsian  infantry.  Thw  chanise  in  the  site 
of  the  Bund  w^miM  iiecf«siUi«  a  <\wiw)^Wii^  chai^ge  in  the 
potitmi  of  iht  caMd"^  iM««tK  M^  1  Imt«  w4  btMi  able  lo 
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McciUin  that  anjr  mch  cluiiiKe  liM  liecn  nude.  Hmm  »- 
uuka  I7  C'Kpuin  (now  Oihrnol)  Kuui^initli,'  nutjr  pvriiapt 
eipUin  tin  real  illcntioni  nwth)  in  tlra  Ituiiil  bjr  the  Amii 

Almit  firs  luiloa  nottli-wert  of  lk>1i4-tUili.  at  a  i>laco  teniwil 
tlaixl-Mwiuitliir,  tltcn  in  a  ■iimII  awl  nulier  dJlapJUated  Ihiwl 
*m  dw  llelmaiKl.  al»ve  which  a  hiimII  nnliiral  clmniH.-)  aooM 
Iwo  frrt  ikwp  ilK't-rKia  til  llto  ri;:lit  <>r  Afgliati  miIo,  aiKl  nlti- 
natclj  Hows  into  Um  Naiair.  Tlio  land  enclMoil  on  tin  wmI 
lijr  the  main  channel  ot  tlio  Ilcliiinml,  on  ibo  eart  If  tht 
Minnr  clMnncI,  an>t  <in  llw  north  I7  llto  Kaiaar,  U  claiimnl  lijr 
iIm  IWvinn  (toremiucnL  TIm  Afghan  Oavcnimont  cnntomli, 
tm  the  nthor  Itawl,  tlint  tlxi  nMin  cliann«)  of  the  llclmowl 
h  tlrt  lnMiniUrjr  Idwu-n  iIm  two  tnunanhlca,  ami  that  etn- 
MHiwmilf  Um  <lia|nttv<l  tract  i*  Hiihlfulljr  Afitluui  tunitorj, 
Wanhnlta  ia  iIm  nanM  unTn  lo  it.  If  tlw  llrlmnml  is  iIm 
nc«in>iMil  Inamlary  Ix-twwn  IVnia  aixl  Af;(liatiiataM,  llteii 
Ibe  MMin  rluinnel  uf  tlwt  rircr,  ami  not  anjr  luiuor  •■flaboi, 
•ImmIiI  )«  Iwhl  In  l«  tlw  Inw  lammlnrT  •  "»<'  ^^  attempt  o( 
the  I'enian  (iii\-crninent  U>  |huIi  tlicir  froiitiur  bcyoml  tli« 
Miia  channel  •hnalil  lie  liehl  to  I*  an  unjiutifiablo  infrinft*- 
Mcnl  nt  iIm  Irrma  <>f  tlM<  M-itlcmetit.  Unrao^-er,  it  a|ifiean 
that  Uk  Afglian  (iovmiiuont  Itaa  nine  poinu  (4  tlie  law  in  ita 
hvfwT.  iaanunch  aa  1i)4li  iMinka  of  the  Icmct  citannci  are  in- 
haUlnl  \tf  Afirhan  aulijvcia.  It  ta  aaitt,  apiin,  and  a|>pan!ntl]r 
with  Iralh,  that  IIm  IK-linnml  baa  recent)/  ihifleil  iu  main 
rhaBM)  wwtwanL  If  atv  Um  IVfaian  claim  way  \mv9  not 
in-fcwiMleiL  Tliia  ia  a  mint,  howurcr,  which  ahonld  be 
dceiilnl  araonlini;  tn  tite  lawa  <k«tia;t  with  nvnr  boandariea 
— lawa  which,  nolike  thnao  of  the  ohl  Uoilee  and  I'Mmana, 
l«t  lik«  manj  nika  ami  rrHtilalinoa  of  tlio  pnoont  daj,  admit 
^  *  mtmt  aooMnmalatiai:  ranot/  ot  apfUioatiuM  atid  iular- 
pwUlien.  Merv,  bowerer,  evalence  oul/  00  tha  Afghan 
Mt  haa  been  gatbared,  and  it  ia  not  at  prveeat  intandsd 
u  alfwipt  nuea.  To-mormw  aoniii^t  Colonal  JUdgewajr, 
atlndad  by  aavwal  othar  political  oOiean,  hdaa  oat  lo  tha 
Vitav,  diMMt  aoaa  Ua  or  twalvt  mika.  Tbe  naalli  o(  tit* 
•  OiMmWi  bMam  hnl^  vrf.  L  fi  ML 
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Soistnn  settlement  of  1872  were,  briefly, — iKiwii  to  Kuhak 
t»oth  sides  of  the  Helmund,  Af«;lian  ;  from  Kuluik  north  to  a 
point  almost  due  west  of  Clmknnsur,  tho  Helmund  forms  tlie 
l)oundary  between  the  two  kin^Moms;  beyond  which  again 
lif)th  luinks  are  Af^dmn,  the  fnmtier  bending  to  tho  north- 
west  so  as  to  include  the  Hnnunis  lioth  of  the  Helninnd  iind 
the  Kandi  ](ud  within  the  limits  of  Afghan  territiiry. 

Ahhou«;h  tht!  hanks  of  the  Helmund  no  hm^>r  8U|i|Mm  a 
teemin«{  pnpulatinii,  thoy  are  by  no  means  a  desert  waste. 
Certainly  not  a  desert  in  the  true  sense  of  tho  woitl,  since 
laUnir  alone  is  riMjuired  to  transform  the  plains,  where  tanm- 
risk  and  camel-thorn  now  ^;row  in  wihl  profusion,  into  pnn 
ductive  HeMs  of  wheat  and  Imrley,  jowtir,  peas,  and  cttttoii. 
At  this  time  of  the  year,  when  the  autunni  cro)is  have  beiMi 
giithored,  tho  country  to  a  cursory  glance  pri^8i*nts  an  ex- 
tremely barren  ns]x}ct  It  is  only  on  cIosct  ins|H5ction  that 
one  detects  ;^aeat  an*a.s  of  land  on  which  tho  stubblu  of  last 
season's  wheat  and  kirley  croi^s  is  still  standing;  and  here 
and  there  one  comes  a<'n>.ss  lar^e  hea]»s  of  ;^in  and  stacks  of 
hhoosn^  Rtore<l  ^'eiu^ntUy  on  the  threshin«»-jn^und  itself.  K^, 
milk,  chickens,  sheep,  and  melons  are  fairly  plentiful.  A 
kin«l  of  poa  locally  tcrmeil  "mash"  is  also  producc<l.  Tlie 
people  here  aitch  fish  in  weirs.  "NVc  had  for  dinner  one 
ni-^ht  a  very  excellent  fish  caught  in  the  Helmund.  Often 
as  I  have  looked  on  the  waters  of  that  river,  I  have  never 
yet  seen  a  fish  rise.  The  limited  numlier  of  henls  and  docks 
here  is  also  noticeable,  and  accounts  for  the  small  value 
placed  on  dry  finlder. 

At  Padha-i-Sultan  we  encami»cd  in  the  midst  of  a  large 
fiehl  oljmoitn,  the  stalks  of  which  (familiarly  known  in  India 
as  knrlKc)  were  seemingly  rcganled  as  not  worth  cutting  and 
stacking.  Our  horses,  having  live<l  on  Itftonun  for  six  weeks, 
by  no  means  evince<l  so  sovereign  a  contempt  for  goml  food. 
Similarly  the  wheat  and  l»arley  straw  is  only  gathered  iu  a 
ver}'  }>erfunctory  manner,  enough  lieing  left  standing  or  ly« 
ing  to  support  any  nund>cr  of  animals;  and  although  Uiis 
country  is  overgrown  with  luxuriant  jungle  and  scrub,  that 
could  afford  sustenance  to  thousands  of  camels,  that  animal 
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ii  nrelj  wen.  'MThen  200  o(  tba  camd*  procured  (or  ni  by 
tba  Amir'i  agent  holte*!  in  Ibe  night  froin  oar  camp  nc*r 
XlMUa,  it  WM  with  tlifficulty  tliat  lOO  were  collerted  at 
Cfaahar-barjak  ami  KaUli-i-fath  to  replaco  them.  an<)  then 
imly  bf  aemling  for  tlwm  to  the  diflricte  (iirther  north. 
The  nppliea  for  ilw  um  of  tlte  Uiaaion  are,  n  I  ha^'e  before 
•tatVil.  obuineil  in  tlie  main  locally,  and  are  popnUrlj  np- 
pneed  to  )«  a  forred  coflirilnition  levied  on  tlte  inhabitant!. 
It  ia  ft  qiieetioD,  Itowe^-cr.  whetlwr  ntch  oUigatorjr  contri* 
bvtioaa  conrejr  to  tlie  mind  of  tlic  Af^'ian  aabjecU  the  aame 
aeaae  of  ii^nMke  and  extortion  tliat  Ihejr  bear  in  tlie  aiftht  nt 
the  fraeUmi  EnKlialiman.  It  may  Iw  (liat  the  conditiooa  of 
land-lenare  in  Af)^>ani«tan  subiect  llie  tenant  or  landowner 
to  Iheae  tstraenlinary  enntrilmtiona,  juat  as  ranch  aa  to  tlie 
payment  of  a  certain  percenta;^  of  the  yield  in  kimi,  or  to 
the  eqnipment  of  a  ccrUin  nnmlicr  of  liorae  and  foot  aoldiert 
at  Med.  Or,  BEaIn,  the  anpidiea  now  cxactal  may  be  taken 
in  part  payment  of  tlie  rc^-enne  in  kimL  Ihiring  the  bet 
two  dayi  I  hare  remarked  aevcnl  infalhlde  aignt  of  the 
mot*  proaperoas  cnodition  of  tliia  diaihct — vii.,  more  village*, 
mnn  inhftb^anla,  a  ;nwtcr  am  umWr  cnltiration,  more  herds 
and  florka,  and  a  grvat  increaie  in  tlie  number  of  canaU  aikd 
miMnr  irriiption  channel*.  N>  nniucrfMu,  iwleed,  were  tin 
latier.  that  the  praitma  of  tlie  1«Ki:ai:e  waa  i^rcntly  tlelayol 
by  them,  yartnnatcly  tlie  march  lo-day  wh«  uniuwdly  tbovt, 
e<ily  aarea  or  eisbt  milen.  All  the  lindgea  were  mere  tcM- 
pocmry  ■tractnna,  and  piro  way  either  entirely  or  in  part 
befate  the  kag  line  of  1300  oe  1400  camela  had  croMed  iL 
Where  the  eo«ntry  ia  open,  the  camela  march  la  aaveral 
Itnea  aliieaal.  Here  both  the  denaeneea  of  the  Jangle  aad 
the  flag  neat  racarreace  of  narrow  beidgee  made  a  aingle  line 
abHfalney.  Occaaioaally  the  fore  or  hind  leg*  of  •  cmmI 
weaU  diaappcnr  tliroogh  a  briilge,  and  then  all  liad  to  Imlt 
tin  the  poor  beaat,  lacky  if  he  eacaped  nninjnred,  waa  ex* 


TW  eait  traa  the  laat  camp  waa  a  trvly  animalad  aecna, 
tana  900  yarda  oat  of  camp  waa  the  lM  bridge  mtr  «  eaaal, 
kbaat  M  or  40  leat  faraad.    Tha  iataatry  aad  cavalry  mala 
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bodies*  Imving  crossed  with  bcconiiug  order,  the  bapg^nge 
followed  on,  and  then  CAUie  the  tug  of  war.  The  enroUetl 
trnnsport-driver,  trainetl  to  some  sense  of  discipline,  is  hard 
to  manage  in  a  position  where  order  and  patience  are 
supremely  nccessar}' ;  but  when  it  comes  to  the  independent 
Beluch  or  Pathan,  who  heeds  no  command  unsupported  by 
moral  or  pliysical  force,  then,  indeed,  the  prc8or\'atton  of 
order  is  a  herculean  task.  Not  only  had  the  uniteil  onset 
of  six  or  seven  strings  of  camels^-cach  pressing  forward  to 
reacli  the  bridge  first — to  be  met  and  resisted;  but  in  the 
very  act  of  meeting  this  front  attack,  we  found  ourselves 
taken  in  flank  by  the  l>aggage-camcls  of  Kazi  Soad-ud-din 
and  his  following.  The  contest  was  truly  exciting,  load 
cnishing  against  load  with  a  scrunching  sound,  that  made 
one  feci  tliankful  that  one's  head  was  not  in  between.  So 
tiglitly  packed,  however,  were  the  camels,  that  they  mutually 
assisted  each  other  to  keep  tlieir  loads  in  their  places.  With 
the  exception  of  many  a  broken  nuthar  (nose-string),  to  the 
detriment  probably  of  many  a  camel's  nose,  no  great  amount 
of  hann  was  done.  Fortunately  no  heails  were  broken, 
though  I  saw  portions  of  the  conmiissariat  oven,  tent-poles, 
»l)ears,  and  big  trunks  and  cases  swaying  to  and  fro  in  a 
manner  very  suggestive  of  concussion  of  the  brain.  The 
united  efforts  of  scveml  Kuropean  and  native  ofKcers,  aided 
by  some  sownrs  an<l  sei>oys,  emidoying  such  weapons  of  liand 
and  tongue  as  nature  has  gifteil  mankind  with,  succeeded  in 
cooling  this  ill-timed  spirit  of  emulation  among  our  camel- 
men,  and  in  inducing  them  to  l>elieve  that  half-a-<lozen 
camels  abreast  could  not  cross  a  rickety  bridge  without  dan* 
gcr  to  life  and  limb  ami  load.  The  )>a8sage  of  the  baggage 
across  the  bridge  was  then  etrectcd  with  some  semblance  of 
order,  although  it  requircil  all  our  vigilance  to  prevent  the 
opening  scene  being  reacted. 

At  I)eh-i-Kamran  our  escort  was  increased  by  a  small 
iKKly  of  Afghan  regular  infantr}'  summoned  from  Kalah-i* 
kang,  which  we  passed  on  our  march  to-<lay.  It  is  known 
that  Sardar  Ibrahim  Khan,  late  of  Chakansur,  is  living  at 
•lahanabad  in  Persian  territory,  just  across  the  Helmund ;  tod 
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M  iht  whole  or  moti  of  tite  Ifolnch  popuhtioii  in  this  neigh* 
hovrbood  are  ttrong  p«rtifuint  of  his,  and  view  with  disfaTOor 
kia  replacement  hr  an  Afglian  f:oYemor,  it  was  deemed  not 
improhalile  tJmt  he  mi^t  incite  tJiem  to  attempi  an  attack 
OS  our  camp  or  on  onr  line  of  march,  with  a  mw  to  bring 
dtsrredit  on  tlie  Aiuir*s  arrangements  for  our  nnmoleeted 
passage.  Latterly,  in  conso(|uencc,  onr  sentries  and  baggage- 
gnanl  liave  lieen  incn*Ased,  and  at  night  Afghan  sentries  are 
posted  oatai«lc  our  own. 

The  fort  of  Kalah-i-kang  is  of  some  siie,  licing  more  or  less 
of  a  drrular  sliape,  with  a  diameter  of  200  3ranls  or  more.  The 
walls,  which  are  of  no  great  height  or  strength,  are  surrounded 
hf  a  bmail  deep  ditcli  full  of  water.  It  is  barely  a  year  since 
il  was  ocrupieil  by  Afglian  tn)0|is  sent  down  from  Farah,  and 
its  <lcfetices  are  still  in  pmcess  of  Wing  strengthened.  The 
military  ltefNlf|tisiters  of  lUin  iltntrict.  nmlrr  command  of  a 
saitf/i  (onkmel),  ate  at  Cliakansiir,  <liMant  some  seven  or 
eiglit  miles  east  by  north  of  Kalali-i-ksii;; ;  nml  a  drtarhmeni 
is  qnartcrrtl  at  Iiurji-a«p,  wliere  tlie  main  niail  fn»m  Nastra* 
l«d  to  Cliakanmir.  near  XmUi  Ali,  cmssc<i  tlie  IfelmuiML  Tliis 
route  is  one  of  strategical  im|Mirtance,  an  fntm  Chalcansnr  it 
cnotinnes  vmI  Khanh  to  Corinhk.  It  will  lie  seen  by  lefemice 
to  the  luteal  sur>Ty  map  that  tlie  niad  Mween  (•iri«dik  and 
Farsh  is  crossed,  near  a  village  callc«l  f^angliem,  liy  a  sirsam 
na»e«l  Shandu.  wlio«e  further  course  is  niarkeil  liy  (kitted  lines 
to  a  point  near  Cliakansur.  If,  as  is  su|»{ioiie«l.  water  is  to  be 
fouml,  either  on  or  near  tlie  surfsce  of  tliis  channel,  it  will 
also  arquiie  some  imiiortance  from  a  strategical  point  of  view. 
Xalive  inf<irmati<m  estimates  tlie  pirrisfm*  of  Chakansar, 
Kalah-i-kang.  ami  Ihirj-i-asp  at  400  sowan  and  1000  infantry, 
aU  irrtgubu'  trooim.  Tlie  cavalry  are  entitle«l  "  Sowar-i-khnd« 
aspa,"  ur  "  Khawanin  Sowar."  ami  tlie  infantry  "  Jaiailrhi  **  or 
*  Khassaibr."  Tlie  actual  strength  of  tlie  force  quaitereil  in 
tkis  diitrict  is  probably  somewhat  lean.  Ibrahimabad.  which 
waa  aatllad  and  foumleil  by  8anUr  Iliraliim  Khan,  was  rs* 
dsead  to  rmias  last  year  by  the  Amir's  troopsi 

Riding  from  the  Heisua  Buml  towanis  Nada  AU,  one  saea 
valy  o«  the  I'Mian  aide  of  tka  Ualmnnd  the  lofU  ol 
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KhwRJa  Ahmed,  Shahristau,  ami  Sharifabad.  Tlio  two  fonner 
are  said  to  be  now  deserted — the  latter  occupieiL  Nada  Ali 
and  its  neighbouring  mounds  of  Surkh-dak  and  Safid-dak  are 
visible  for  miles  around.  In  thus  s))clliug  the  last  two  names, 
I  have  the  autliority  of  the  distinct  pronunciation  of  the  in- 
liabitants  of  the  neighbourhood,  whom  I  carefully  interrogated, 
supported  by  the  testimony  of  £unn-Smith,^  who  thus  remarks : 
"  ]>ak-i-Dehl  derives  its  name  from  a  Sistani  word  dak,  which 
signifies  mound  or  hill."  Ktymological  discussions  nuiy  seem 
inappropriate  here,  but  as  the  correct  names  of  these  mounds 
have  been  a  good  deal  c^mvassed,  I  may  be  excused.  Tlicse 
two  words  are  pronounce<l  Spidak  and  Surdak  by  the  IWlucli 
chaw-bacon  (may  the  Pro]>het  i)anlon  me  for  associating  Uio 
name  of  a  good  Mohammedan  with  ix»rk  in  any  form  !) — but 
these  are  mere  provincial  corruptions  of  the  tnie  names. 
Surkh-dak  is,  of  course,  '*  rcil  hill,"  and  the  origin  of  this  name 
is  accounted  for  in  tlie  following  story.  In  former  days  (u*., 
once  wyHni  a  time)  a  i)cr8on,  l>o  he  king  or  general,  fiaMl 
whether  by  lust  of  conquest  or  by  enmity,  came  with  an  im- 
iwsing  army  and  pn»ccciKMl  Ut  liosicge  Nadu  Ali.  "With  this 
olijoct  he  fortifidl  Siifid-dnk  an<l  Surkh-dak,  connecting  these 
two  points  by  a  line  of  forti(iciiti(mM,  of  which  traces  are  still 
onsily  distinguishable.  The  thousands  of  burnt  bricks  lying 
nliout  lea<l  one  to  suppose  that  the  a.Hsailant  contemplated  not 
merely  a  tem|K)rary  fort,  but  a  lahting  dwelling-place  of  meiu 
However,  while  he  was  thus  plotting  the  dcKtruction  of  Natla 
Ali,  the  jxiople  of  that  city  were  no  less  active  in  amnteqdot- 
ting;  and  one  day  (it  may  have  l»een  a  fine  one)  the  red  brick 
rain|>arts  and  bastions  that  pnaidly  crffwned  the  summit  of 
.Surkh-<lak  were  elevated  to  a  still  prtnidtjr  iKisition  in  the 
circumambient  air,  and  after  a  short  aerial  lliglit  retunie«l  to 
earth  once  more,  covering  the  mound-top  and  its  slf>|)cs  below 
with  a  rich  red  caqxit  of  brickbats.  Hence  itA  present  name. 
Seeing  that  Surkh-ilak  is  fully  half  a  mile  from  Nada  Ali,Uie 
successful  conduct  of  a  mine  from  the  one  to  the  other  arguet 
well  for  the  engineering  skill  of  the  besieged.  Extensive  ruins, 
relics  of  its  former  prosperity,  lie  around  Nada  Ali,  oonspicuoiis 

>  GoiaamM't  EMttm  P«r«U,  roL  L  p.  tS6. 
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MMNig  vhkh  ifl  a  tower  reputed  to  liare  been  built  by  tome 
Idng  ttnknown,  for  a  daughter  equally  naiueleta.  The  name 
Khuahk  it  attached  to  it.  This  tower  is  the  best  architectural 
qieciinen  tlmt  hat  as  yet  been  seen  in  Seistan.  At  the  foot  of 
fkU-dak  stood  a  ruined  windmill  Not  a  single  mill,  wind 
or  water,  ha%*e  I  seen  in  working  onler  in  this  country.  I  am, 
howe%-er,  inf^mned  that  there  are  two  water-mills  at  Rudbar 
attd  fine  in  Kalnh  i-kan;;. 

iMuatMABAB,  tSl&  OrUhtr. 

We  halted  here  tonbiy.  At  6.30  A.M.,  Colonel  Ridgeway, 
aooonpanied  lij  several  members  of  the  Miesion  and  an 
escort,  started  for  tlie  Xaiiar,  for  the  purpose  of  olitaining  in- 
toraatifio  bearing  on  the  limindary  dispute  to  which  I  hare 
already  referred.  We  rode  to  a  mound  some  10  miles  west 
bj  south  of  Il»raliimalsicL  Tlie  mouml  was  a  heap  of  eaith 
•ncse  15  feet  high  an<l  50  yards  in  circumference,  ami  was,  I 
iound,  despite  its  insignificant  proportions,  dignified  by  the 
name  of  Silagh-sar.  a  name  that  may  be  transktcd  "  spit^iead.** 
When  at  Camliriilge  I  used  to  gaie  with  some  amusement  at 
the  line  <»f  hillorks  bearing  the  imposing  title  of  tlie  "  Gog- 
Uagog  IlilU."  Tliere,  as  here,  it  is  the  extreme  flatness  of  the 
•urrminding  country  Utat  in%'r*ts  the  must  trilling  eminence 
with  an  exa;;;:enitcd  im|)ortance.  Tlieie  little  mounds  are  all 
known  here  by  the  general  term  of  **  ruiak,"  or  "  little  noses.** 
To  rrach  this  mound  we  crossed  many  water<hannels  of 
varying  width  and  de|Hh,  and  travemctl  lielts  of  tamarisk 
jungle,  intertecteil  liy  patches  of  once  marshy  ground  and  lij 
eflcCe  iebls  of  jotrmru  One  or  two  villages  we  passed,  the 
bovds  as  usual  built  of  tamarisk  matting  ami  straw  or  grass, 
4snbed  oooasionally  with  a  little  mod.  All  the  villages  hers- 
•koel  are  of  the  same  materiaL  One  can  liut  ooodude  thai 
tiM  inhabitants  ars  f « m  nomads,  changing  their  abode  as  the 
eiifescies  of  their  pastc«ral  and  agricultural  pursuits  demand. 
Il  appears  that  tlte  pursuiu  of  the  inhaliiunta  of  this  neigh- 
bsurlieod  ars  mainly  pastotmL  I  noticed  during  our  ride  thia 
large  flocks  of  sheep  and  many  cows  gimsiag.    Camela 


TIm  basis  of  the  diqmte  belwmi  tlie  IVrtian  and  Afghan 
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Governments  about  this  Nnizar  appears  to  be  this.  Tlic  people 
of  several  Persian  settlements  on  the  western  side  of  the  Naizar 
possess  a  very  large  number  of  sheep  and  kine  (20,000  it  is 
rouglily  stated),  an<l  pasture  them  in  the  Xaizar.  Hie  Afghan 
autliorities  maintain  that  the  Naizar  is  Afghan  territory,  and 
if  the  Persian  herds  and  flocks  graze  there,  they  must  pay  a 
poll-tax  to  the  Afglian  Government.  Tlie  IVrsians  again 
state  that  they  have  grazed  their  Hocks  and  herds  tliere  from 
time  immemorial,  and  if  tliey  are  deprived  of  this  grazing- 
ground  it  will  be  a  serious  loss  to  them,  and  they  Iiave  an  old- 
establislied  i)rescriptive  right  of  grazing  their  cattle  tliere. 
From  conversation  with  the  Beluch  ix?asantry,  it  seemed  Uiat 
they  personally  Imd  no  objection  to  Persian  cattle  grazing  in 
the  Naizar.  The  point  at  issue  is,  to  whom  the  tax  on  herds 
and  flocks  owneil  by  Persian  peasants,  but  grazing  in  Afglian 
territory,  shouhl  l>c  paid.  From  what  we  saw  of  the  Naizar, 
which  stretches  from  the  llamun  of  the  Helmund  to  Uie 
Hamun  of  the  Farah  lUid,  and  which  is  annually  flooded,  it  is 
nothing  but  a  waste  of  hanl,  dried  mud,  covered  with  dead  or 
dying  reeds.  Verily,  what  went  we  out  for  to  see  ?  Some 
reeils  not  shaken  by  the  wintl  even,  for  there  was  not  a  hrcatli 
stirring.     Anyhow,  that  is  all  we  saw. 

C.vMr  Takht-i-Ri'stam,  31j<  OtrtoArr. 

Yestenlay  we  marched  16}  miles  to  a  camp  near  Makbara* 
i-Abil,  and  thence,  to-day,  sr>me  16  miles  to  the  camp  from 
which  this  is  dcsi>atched.  We  arc  on  the  lianks  of  the  Hel- 
nnnid  Hamun,  whose  wide  waters,  reed-girt  and  ruflled  by  a 
lioisterous  north-west  wind,  stretch  west  and  south-west  as  far 
as  the  eye  can  see  on  a  dusty  hazy  day.  To-morrow  we  mardi 
to  Lash  Juwain. 

CAMr  Paxjdbh,  vbar  La»b  Jcwajv,  1«<  ^'or. 

I  looked  forward  with  some  intea*st  to  seeing  the  twin  forts 
which  establi.shed  custom  has  linke<l  in  the  one  name  of  Lash 
Juwain.  If  I  had  been  asketl  why,  I  could  not  Imve  given 
Auy  specific  reason  txsyond  the  fact  that  the  name  had,  in  my 
niind't  eye,  held  a  prominent  position  among  the  features  of 

(» 
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8ciiiUii«  It  IUI17  have  lieeii  tlmt  it  in  priiiteil  in  Inr^^o  cafiiul 
leiieri  in  the  iimp ;  it  nuiy  lifi>*o  lieen  Um  pcniMl  of  Itellew't 
and  Euan-Smitirs  <lciicri|itioiui.  Wliatcvcr  Uio  rvoaiin,  tli« 
pbce  van  in  ivnlity  but  a  nnnio  to  nic  If  I  ImcI  any  proctHi* 
eeireil  noCi«m  of  tlie  ap|ioiiniuc*u  of  Uio  twina,  yn\  nmjr  fi*cl 
a«re  tliat»  liko  all  such  )*rvci»ncu|itionis  it  wan  very  far  frmn 
the  rcalitj.  Aa  we  roaclK**!  the  limw  i>f  omh  MticccMt%*e  ft»M 
of  the  pUteaii  we  cruaauil  ihirinK  our  uinrcli  tiMkiy,  I  lcioki*il 
ra^*rly  f«cwanl  for  tlie  wntern  of  Uu»  Farali  lUid,  aiitl  tlto  |iair 
«»f  MnHi;:li«4<U  tiMii.aa  I  iHctureil  to  luynclf.rearetl  Uieir  |imuil 
walU  on  eitlicr  hank,  au^l  ke)>t  jtmhNia  );itanl  over  tlie  ai»- 
|iffnac*lHHi  to  tlie  Atrvain.  A«  it  haj^ieiK'tl,  it  blew  a  {;a)e  of 
win«l  from  tlto  mtrtli-went  all  clay  n>:lit  in  our  tcctJi,  ami  the 
•Intt  mutkA  hy  JiumlmU  of  ranieln  olMcun*il  tlie  air.  Some 
My  thin  win«l  Mown  iiire««iutly  iluHu;;  the  f«>ur  winter  uiotitha 
at  Herat;  oClR-m,  tliat  the  f«air  nionthV  win<l  for  which 
Herat  is  noCorioun  hluwn  in  tlie  Miiuiner,*  aiKl  tliat  U'yomi 
Ananlara,the  Hftli  niarrh  fnnn  IViiij«lvh  northwnnl.  tlK'tv  ia 
a  cenaatitin  oC  wiml  ainl  an  im-n*a«e  of  cohL  Naturally  tlio 
wv«ther  will  la^omie  cliilli«*r  a«  we  attain  lii;{lH*r  ele^ationt^ 
At  |<n?M»it  thinwiml  i*  U<arHl»le,th«»ii;'h  even  n«iw  in  tlie  t^rly 
lnt«m  it  arniU  a  rhilly  aliiver  tlirrKi;;li  tlie  iMwIy,  ami  the  clitai 
It  l^itipi  play*  Mil  liavoc  with  the  ry4*m.  Hut  wIkmi  thin  l«iia- 
trf«*u«  14a«t  ram*n  throu;:li  an  aliit«M]ihere  in  whii-h  tlie 
iiH*fviir}'  in  \\h*  tliemHinH*trr  nlainU  U*low  fn^exin;; •  |ioint, 
then  imleril  we  ahall  ne<*«l  all  our  iiliter*,  /lonfiiu,  ranli|jan«, 
lUlarla^-a  ca|M,  fnr-linoil  r|i«ik«,  cltaHiot«i«leather  wni«tcoata« 
2:k>vea,  ami  mitta,  to  kivp  it  fHit  Suppfwin;^  Invwe^-cr,  tliat 
tlie  eomlitinii  of  the  atiiioii|4M?re  to-4l4y  lia«l  licen  favour- 
al4e  for  a  view,  tlie  f«illowin;;  |iaiioraitia  wouhl  have  been 
apfeml  l«lbfe  u«,  aa  wt*  ^mv*\  nnfth-weat  towanU  the  Farali 
Uml  from  the  eilp?  of  tlie  |4aicau  t»f  ^rravel  ami  Mmlatone  thai 
lira  between  here  ami  C'liakantur.  ami  which  we  have  l«en 
akifftmct  and  croaaiii|*  dnrin;;  tlie  three  Utt  marrlica  To  our 
riglii  ami  left  the  plateau  on  which  we  ttaml  sweepa  in  a 
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curved  line  north  nnd  south  towanlH  tlic  FAmh  lUid,  which 

Hows  At  a  distance  of  sonic  seven  miles  from  mirth-east  to 
south-west.  lU^ond  the  Farah  ll\n\,  and  nniiiin*;  more  or 
less  panillel  to  its  ri;;ht  liank,  rises  a  scar]ied  sandstone  bluif, 
culminating:  in  gravelly  8lo]ieM  .nimilar  tn  the  one  on  which  wo 
Mtand.  Away  to  the  weMt»  or  west  hy  south  if  the  day  bo 
clear,  we  see  tlie  green  ]dainH  lionlering  tho  Farah  Iiud 
Htretching  fnr  away,  and  U»yond,  on  tlie  dim  horizon,  the 
Kuh-i-Handan.  To  the  north,  and  at  no  great  distance,  wo 
see  tlie  Kuh-i-kalah-i-kah  (also  callcHl  Kuh-i-lnmm  /aid,  for 
a  reason  to  Ikj  given  hereafter),  towanls  which  to-morrow  wo 
shall  direct  f»ur  march.  The  hroad  semicircular  plain  Udow 
us  liHiks  attractive  in  its  greenness.  From  the  midst  of  its 
i'ar)H^t  of  grass  tufts,  camel-thorn,  wormwocNl,  and  dwarf 
tamarisk  stamls  up  the  fort  of  Juwain  ;  while  ananid,  for  some 
miles  northward  an<l  sonthwani,  stretch  the  ruins  of  some 
]>o]inlons  city  of  olden  times.  Slightly  to  the  left  of  Jnwain, 
wliich  is  finly  ahout  four  miles  distant,  and  two  or  three 
miles  lH*youd  it,  the  fort  of  I^Msh  crowns  an  isolatisl  and  com- 
manding hiNiilliUid  of  the  hlull'thiit  overhangs  the  right  kunk 
of  tlu!  Kanili  liud.  Nothing  can  Ih>  more  dissimilar  than  tho 
]M>.silion  nnd  grneral  as]H.Ht  of  thrse  so-called  twin  forts.  Tlio 
one  in  the  centre  of  a  vtrrdant  ]»lain,  a  r|uadningle  with  four 
hn<«tioned  walls  of  niuil ;  tlin  other  on  the  inlge  of  a  clilf,  its 
walls  rising  in  tiers  from  hast*  to  iijicx  of  a  sheer  i»rcci|iice. 
And  now  llint  the  one  (•luwnin)  is  in  the  hands  of  ti  Sttt/itztti 
(this  is  tho  I(K'(d  pronunciation,  the  mon*  cornrt  ono  lieing,  I 
am  infnnnnl,  Sfd-zai,  an  ahhreviation  of  Ishak-zai)  chief,  and 
tl)<»  other  gdrrisoiHHl  l»y  the  Amir's  militia,  their  claim  to 
twiii^iliip  may  l»e  tleolan*d  null  ami  voitl.  Appntaching  Juwain 
clnsor,  y«iu  see  it  is  a  rectangle,  each  wall  iK'ing  from  300  to 
400  yards  long,  with  hastions  at  eaeli  angle,  and  at  inter\*als 
<>f  aUiut  100  yards  on  each  fare.  It  is  huilt  on  a  slight 
uatursd  eminence,  and  its  walls  are  of  unusual  height  and 
«'»li«liiy.  Kuan-Smith  says  it  has  never  l»ecn  taken.  Nover- 
ihelcss,  some  three  years  ago,  when  AUlur  Iiahnmu  Khan,  after 
"i«  defeat  of  Ayub  at  Kandahar,  sent  a  force  to  rochice  and 
^^^***py  Lash  «Tuwain,  the  chief,  perceiving  tlmt  the  Amir  waa 
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m  MniMt,  Ami  imt  Iwins  very  k««]  tlioat  ImiHus  his  Unda 
kkl  wule.aiKl  hJmwK  nnU  aillteKttU  >uin-G(l  into  mbiniaaoti, 
tloMMtl  diMfrtion  the  betttr  part  ot  ralour,  mid  recogniMd 
(he  ■namiut}'  of  tlta  Amir.  The  pmmt  RamaiMi  nf  liuh 
WM  n  |Mtii<>n  of  Uie  f<>tva  aent  tn  |?iidi)  SanUr  Mahomed 
HaMu  KImr  stmI  hi*  followerit  idIo  tho  path  of  ituijr  lo  the 
Amir.  On  the  itnulh  face  of  lite  walh  of  •luvaln  I  noticdl 
a  innpiniTjr  cnttnnre,  ami  il  *rcmr>l  aim  lliat  aniira  of  Um 
«Bl««itnm  (or  whate^'er  tite  rnw  of  the  otiticca  weiv)  were 
foBiMt  hy  tlie  iiiliaMunI*  a  ronvenifiit  iimins  of  in;.Teaa  and 
tjm-m.  Tlie  niain  entrance,  liowevvr.  i*  in  the  centre  ol  the 
nnfth.  or  rallier  nnrth-veatem,  fare.  Hanked  hv  two  li«wtiana ; 
awl  jn*l  o|^n>ile  (o  it.  a  tfruiip  of  a  hun<lfv<l  or  inore  domed 
dwellin;**  give  Rltpltrr  (o  aurh  of  tite  inlialiitant*  ■«  cannot  In 
acnmm'idalnl  within  tlie  walK  In  (hi*  (ort  rruiW  Sardar 
Uah<nue«)  Haiwn  Kluin  Sikiai,  witli  liii  (riU-<incn.  Around 
the  wall*  a  cnn^idcnlile  area  of  land  i«.  or  luu  Iwcn  latcljr, 
MHier  c^ltiralion.  ami  (Ite  Im*)-  Kt-<>lulioii<  of  a  ihurn  wind- 
MilU  prove  that  there  i<  a  paid  dm)  ot  pnin  lierenlicmt*,  and 
a  pvali^h  nnnUr  of  month*  to  ninHinir  it  Tlie  inlialiitanta 
n|  Jnwain  c<m*i<  >4  A(;Huina  of  tlte  Stkaii  <«  Uliak-iai 
•ertinn,  ami  ot  KiiiDiaRlii-*.  Tl>r  t»nncr  niv  uatnralljr  tlte 
•lowinant  rare;  Imt  tlte  laKrr  are,  I  hrar,  tttntcil  «ith  more 
(han  (Wilinary  eon«*tleralHin,  k^l  lltej  f<T<utko  Juwain  and 
c«i)gra(e  to  IVtman  SeiMan,  as  nianj-  Iiave  aln-ailj  diine  at  tlta 
hirilatioii  of  ilw  Amir  ot  Kain.  It  appear*  that  tome  twelra 
nr  Kfleen  fenrs  bjid  (hi*  district  wa*  vwi(c<l  lijr  ilnMicht  and 
faMine,  and  the  Amir  of  Kam  (Ih-n  ollenxl  tlw  Marring 
KUtllnsh  pnpaUtioM  a  Ikwm  ami  (he  wlierewitlial  to  lire 
in  bis  own  territory— «n  oiler  titejr  not  unn«tunllj-  availed 
lhewaeltc«  nL  None  ot  our  yaXy  entered  the  walls  o( 
Jewaia ;  aad  fiten  tlte  ileanii^inn  ctven  of  it*  interior  ti]r  the 
fahaletawli.  I  We  lenann  to  lielieve  llial  we  altouM  chi- 
ipntalue  owraelrea  on  this  onisaion.  A  KtiiHawJi  with  whotn 
I  eaarcraad,  eoMplained  ot  the  itOoMice  of  the  chirt  towards 
hiaelaaa;  h«t  I  dunU  il  Iti*  Ma(etDen(  was  worth/  of  credit, 
Msing  that  I  wsa  infonwed  on  j^noil  aadiontjr  Uiat,  for  Imt  o( 
■  tmmal  aaJfntka  of  the  Kirilheah  tBh«Uiaata^  the  duet 
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was  careful  to  check  even  religious  difTercnces  between  his 
own  tribesmen,  who  are  Sunnis,  anil  the  Kizilbashcs,  who  are 
Shi'ahs. 

Some  tliree  or  four  miles  beyonil  Juwain,  on  tlie  right  bank 
of  tlie  Farah  Eud,  stands  the  village  of  Panjdeh  (some  300 
yanls  south  of  which  our  camp  was  pitched) — a  collection  of 
mud  houses  and  walls,  with  two  windmills  and  Imlf-a^ozen 
nndberry-trecs.  There  is  a  striking  absence  of  fruit-bearing 
trees  between  Khwaja  Ali  and  Juwain.  However,  to  return 
to  the  windmills.  If  Seistan  ever  produced  a  Don  Quixote 
(Kustnm  was  a  great  hero,  but  his  ambition  never  soared  to 
the  heiglit  of  windmills),  he  might  liave  safely  challenged  to 
mortal  or  any  oilier  style  of  comlvit,  the  windmills  of  his 
native  land.  Firstly,  he  could  not  have  got  in  at  them ;  and 
secondly,  and  more  to  the  |xMnt,  he  could  not  luive  got  within 
reach  of  tlicir  arms,  unless  his  Kosinante  had  Iteen  an  un- 
usually mngniticent  fencer.  These  windmills,  whose  plane 
of  motion  is  horizontal,  not  vertical,  are  elevatctl  from  10  to 
15  feet  alxn-e  the  ground,  and  sunrcmndeil  by  a  pro)M>rtionately 
high  brick  wall  on  every  sitle.  As  the  prevailing  winds  here 
are  from  the  north,  tlie  mills  are  specially  adapte<l  by  ctm- 
struction  for  that  wind.  When  the  wind  Idows  from  tlie 
south,  the  mills  have  a  holiday.  The  south  side  is,  tlierefore, 
entirely  o])en  to  give  free  escaiHj  t<»  the  wind,  which  enters  at 
the  north-west  angle;  while,  on  the  east  and  west  sides,  tlie 
wall  is  built  up  to  such  a  height  that  the  Ixiam,  in  a  socket  in 
which  the  up|>er  end  of  the  axle  of  the  sail  revolves,  can  lie 
eni1>cHlded  tirndy  in  it.  On  the  north  side  the  north-west  and 
north-east  angles  are  o]>en,  the  remainder  being  closed  by  a 
higli  wall,  built,  not  at  right  angles  to  the  east  and  west  walls, 
hut  sligiitly  ohlitpiely.  The  angle  at  which  this  wall  was 
built  would  a])|)car  to  facilitate  the  ingress  of  tlie  wind  from 
the  north-west  angle,  while  it  obstructed  the  entrance  of  Uie 
wind  from  the  north-east.  This  is  an  excellent  arrangement, 
provide<l  that  the  north-west  wind,  which,  for  the  past  two 
days,  has  added  not  a  little  to  the  fatigues  of  our  mardiing, 
prciloniinntes  here.  Tlie  sails  are  of  gross-matting,  in  sliape 
slightly  curved,  and  atlixcfl  to  a  wfxxlen  frame  at  Uie  an^ 
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Iml  eaknhUcd  to  catch  the  full  force  of  tlie  wiiul,  and  vhett 
in  moUoo  caawa  the  a|»pcr  millstone  to  ro%*olvc  on  tlie  netbrr, 
which  ia  statianarx*  TIns  Hnencas  of  tlie  Hour  is  regulated  hj 
meana  of  tlie  netlier  lutllstoue,  which,  hy  tlie  inaertaon  or 
withdrawal  of  wootkn  wedj^CA.  ia  elc\'ated  or  deiweiaed  aa 
raqutred.  The  feeder  ia  worked  by  vibration  iropaited  bj  tlie 
ra^-ulutioaa  of  the  axle  ami  u|»|ier  millaUme. 

In  tlie  afternoon  a  party  c«mip(wetl  of  Migor  llax.  Captain 
Yate,  Captain  Ctrical^ich,  ainI  inyarif,  mde  down  tlie  valley  of 
the  Faralt  Hud  to  vinit  the  fortress  of  Laah,  diatant  aliout  two 
milca.  We  were  acconifianied  by  a  md-btfaki  (captain)  of  the 
Amir's  militia  (KliaMadar),  comiuamling  one  of  tlie  two  com* 
panics  that  form  tlie  ^rrison  of  I^i.  In  course  of  cnnver- 
sati«<i  with  hint,  I  ascertainc«l  tluit  tlie  two  coinpaniea  of 
Kliasfia«bin  at  CliakanMir,  with  tlic  two  cotiipniiica  at  Laali, 
fonacil  a»  liattalioii  uwlcr  tlie  coiiiiuaiul  of  a  artrli/*  (colonel), 
%iho,  with  two  srtif-ltffAAu,  tlirvc  r»tlivr  oiKccra,  and  200  men, 
were  i|tuirtered  at  Ijnniu  I  have  rvonon  to  lielio%'e  tliat  in  my 
laH  letter  I  ovcn*atiuijitr«l  tlie  sin'n;:tli  of  tlie  i^irrisona  t»f 
Chakaiiuir  and  KaUli-i-kan*;.  thic  of  tlie  cotnpanica  at 
La«li  %ias  coiii|inAcil  of  men  from  Kalml,  and  tlie  oUicr  c»f  men 
frvim  Farah.  TlK*y  had  liecii  «|imrtenH|  tlicro  for  three  years, 
ami  diti  not  spfcar  to  nitrrtsin  any  e\|iertalion  of  beiii|t 
sfvedily  relirvr«L  It  n|»|tenrcd  tliat  all,  or  nioAt  of  tliem,  liveil 
with  tlieir  familt(*s  in  tlie  upper  citailel.  which  we  were,  aa  a 
matter  of  cuMrM*,  mit  in\ited  to  enter.  Tlie  Kalmli  men  ex- 
|«caseil  no  discontent  at  m*  hmg  an  eiifon^l  alMeoce  from 
thrtr  own  |<fminre.  ami  ap|ii*(ire<l  to  acci*|it  as  indisputable 
the  Amir's  ri;:ht  to  keep  them  at  Ijudi  as  long  aa  he  deemed 
McvMrnry.  In  |4acing  a  };arn«on  of  his  own  troofts  in  Luh, 
the  Amir  Alidur  Italiman  was.  n«>  fkiulit,  actuated  by  a  per* 
eeplMMi  of  ita  atrategieal  im|«iftaiice.  A  reference  to  the  map 
will  ahow  that  five  important  naMla  (irfes|«ctive  of  minor 
i)  eottvery^  on  ami  meet  at  Ljudi  J  u wain.  On  the  Af|;liaA 
the  hmmU  from  llermt  and  KamUliar  meet  at  Farah,  wliich 
ia  ewmactad  by  a  good  mad  with  Juwain,  and  from  Giriahk 
ivwmis  ia  approachable  by  a  praciioalile  route  along  ^the  Hal* 
VBlky.    From  the  r«iaiMi  aide  three  rmnis    'one  fiMi 
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Mashhad  vid  liirjnnd ;  the  other  from  l8[>Ahan  vid  Yezd,  Kir- 
limn,  and  Nch ;  the  thinl  from  Bam  rid  Xasirabad — all  meet 
near  Lash  Juwain.  For  a  Persian  invasion  the  Afghan  fron- 
tier ofTcrs  no  more  vulnerable  point.  Hie  strength  of  this 
fortress  is  due  partly  to  its  natural  position,  and  partly  to 
nrtiticial  defences.  Tlie  ix)sition  is  an  isolated  commanding 
ix)int  of  the  cliff  that  overhangs  the  right  liank  of  the  Farah 
liud,  protected  to  the  east  by  a  sheer  precipice;  to  the  north 
and  west  by  a  high  and  very  steep  slo|ie,  at  the  foot  of  which 
is  a  broad  and  deep  ditch ;  and  to  the  south,  towards  which 
l>oint  tlie  clifT  slopes  gradually  down  to  tlio  river-bed,  by  a 
series  of  fortifications  forming  three  successive  citadels  or  de- 
fensive works.  Tiie  two  upper  cita<lels  completely  command 
tlic  plateau  to  the  west  and  north,  from  which  the  fortress  is 
6ei»nrated  by  a  natural  hollow,  GO  or  70  feet  deep,  and  several 
hundred  yards  in  brctidth.  The  lower  citadel  is  commanded 
frnni  tlie  plateau  north-west  of  it,  but  at  a  distance  that 
would  render  tlie  tire  of  a  j^tzftil  cnnii>aratively  inefTective.  It 
is,  moreover,  defended  on  that  side  by  a  high,  strong  mud 
wall,  and  a  deep  ditch.  Its  defences  are  now  in  an  iudiffer- 
ent  slate  of  repjiir.  Mort»ovor,  the  j»recipice  to  the  east  is 
a  source  of  danger,  not  j»rolei'tion,  to  the  fortress,  since  it 
threatens  to  fall  in  at  any  moment,  and  bring  the  whole 
fitructure  down  with  a  run.  It  is  useless  against  moilem 
anillorj'  and  firearms.  Kn»ni  its  walls  we  obtained  an  ex- 
cellent view  of  the  surrounding  countr}'.  S>mc  two  miles  to 
the  north-east  stoo<l  the  fort  of  Juwain — (the  etymology  of 
this  word  is  discussed  in  (loldsniid's  *  Kasteni  Persia,' voL  L 
Si^tnie  suppose  it  to  \h:  the  Arabic  dual  form  of  the  Persian 
wordy^a',  an  irrigation  channel,  from  the  two  canals  which,  it 
is  supposed,  irrigated  the  surrounding  plain)— encompassed  by 
miles  of  verdant  plain  and  miles  of  crumbling  ruins.  Here, 
where  scores  of  herds  and  flocks  might  be  fattening,  not  a 
single  head  of  cattle  nor  a  single  sheep  was  to  bo  soon.  To 
the  south-west,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  see,  the  same  verdure 
caq)eted  the  )>lain  on  either  bank  of  the  Famh  Kud ;  and  on 
the  horizon,  with  binoculars,  we  could  detect  very  extensive 
ruins  grouped  round  an  eminence  that,  in  days  gone  by, 
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dovlitleM  the  citadel  of  tliia  city  of  tlie  tlcad.  Tlie  At\M^ 
•oldim  pivt  this  place  tlie  name  of  Haliati ;  ao  I  conrliKle 
that  we  were  puinj;  on  the  niins  of  renliawaran  deacnbed  in 
Goltlsmicrs  '  Eastern  Perata.'  To  tlie  tooth  a  liold  cltfT  marked 
the  end  of  the  platean  tliat  concealed  tlie  Hamun  from  oor 
riew.  To  the  went  and  soutli-wett  the  Kuh-i-liandan  loomed 
no  the  horiaon ;  while  to  the  mirth  laj  tlie  Kuh-i-kalah-i*kah, 
and  nofth-weat  several  penkn,  umler  which,  we  were  told,  lay 
Farah.  During  Uie  time  tliat  we  were  striving  to  impress  on 
tlie  retina  of  our  mind's  eye  a  vi\id  picture  of  the  view  from 
Lash,  Captain  Griesliach  wa^  more  profitaUy  employed  in 
taking  an  im|vresiiion  of  tlie  fortress  on  a  chemically  prepared 
|4ate  of  glaiM.  1  say  **  more  profitahly,"  lipcaiise  this  in  tlie 
f  rsc  time  tliat  plHitography  lias  had  tlie  cliance  of  presenting 
to  the  general  puMic  faithful  represent  at  i«»iis  of  tlie  scener}*» 
fr«tnre%  ami  most  interesting  sites  of  SeistAii.  It  is  true  we 
have  three  or  ftmr  pliotogni|>liir  apimmtiis  with  tlie  MisAifin, 
l4it  nnlockily  tlie  o^ticrrs  wlio  can  use  tliem  are  si>  fully 
ciccu|iie«l  with  tlieir  own  s|iecial  duties,  tliat  tliey  liave  no 
IrtMire  hoars  to  while  away  in  tlie  light  pastime  of  p}iot«w 
graphy.  I>r  Weir,  tlie  '  Times  of  Imlin's '  corrospomlent  with 
tlie  Mission,  lias  come  pn»vi4le«l  with  a  plH4ogrs|ihic  a|>iiaratns, 
and  lias  taken  a  numlicr  of  plHit«igTa|»ltii  of  interesting  scenes 
ami  sites.  The  oflicerv  of  tlie  Surrey  art*  Irnsy,  not  only  from 
sunrise  to  sunset — nay.  even  tlie  falling  ftliaih*s  of  niglit  l>ring 
them  liut  a  sliort  res|iite ;  for  no  sooner  luu  «layliglit  chiscd  tlit 
tunings  of  tlie  fdane-tahle  and  tlie  |Hismatic  cotupam,  than  tlie 
twinkle  ol  the  stars  intimates  tluit  **  time  is  up^*  and  the  inn* 
ings  of  the  tlieodoUte  oocniiiences,  ami  tlie  still  nigitt  air  is 
Wnkea  by  solemn  %'oices  pnnlaiming  mystic  numliers  and 
6t\grmm  that  fall  with  comic  meaningleasneas  on  my  unscien* 
tlie  ear.  8inos  tlie  unfortunate  l«rak  in  the  chain  of  thgo- 
miislrical  obserratioos  caused  liy  the  haiiness  of  tlie  atmo* 
splMTS  between  Kudbar  ami  Kalah*i*fath,  owing  to  which  the 
eBMectiim  with  the  Indian  tnanguUtion  system  was  nn* 
avoidably  svversd.  a  new  system  of  trianguktioo.  on  tlie  basis 
el  the  tiuTsffaa,  which  has  been  sneeeasfuUy  earned  through, 
hns  beaa  wlabliahed,    Akboi^  the  scheme  of  earryii^i  the 
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Indian  system  through  to  the  Kusso-Afghan  frontier  lias  tliiis 
been  tliwartecl,  the  importance  of  the  rcsulta  of  tliis  survcj 
will  suft'er  thereby  little  if  any  diminution. 

Camp  KaIx,  Srf  A'oiiihr. 

Dr  Owen,  who  is  also  a  photcigrapher,  has  his  hands  so  full 
of  medical  work  that  he  is  obliged  to  devote  such  leisure 
moments  as  he  can  snatch  from  philanthro]>y  to  arclia'ological 
pursuits  and  inquiries  into  local  arts  and  manufactures,  nliout 
whicli,  I  understand.  Government  dasire  to  obtain  some  in- 
formation. No  sooner  do  we  reach  a  camping-ground  tliau 
Dr  Owen  is  surrounded  by  a  crowd  of  patients  sufTering  from 
every  conceivable  disease,  more  especially  diseases  of  the  eye. 
The  keen,  almost  frenzied,  eagerness  with  which  they  all, 
young  and  old,  crowd  round  the  "  Hakim  sahib/'  whose  nuigic 
skill,  they  liope  and  1>elieve,  can  deliver  them  from  the  thral- 
dom of  an  ailment  or  disease  that  threatens  to  embitter  all 
the  days  of  their  lives,  is  a  si)ectacle  curious,  and  yet  painful, 
to  witness.  There  is  no  fear  of  ]>ain ;  the  one  all-jiowerful 
hope  of  relief  or  cure  leaves  no  scope  to  the  sense  of  dread 
of  bodily  suflering.  Men,  women,  and  chihlren  throw  them- 
selves at  his  feet  and  clasp  Iiis  knees,  entreating  him  to  employ 
nil  the  resources  of  his  skill  and  science  in  their  behalf.  And 
these  crowds  of  blind,  halt,  and  maimed,  and  of  those  griev- 
ously alllicted  with  divers  diseases,  are  not  {lerscms  whom  the 
news  of  the  sudden  advent  of  the  "  IFakim-i-Farangi'*  have 
called  from  their  hamlets  hard  by  the  camping-grouml.  No; 
the  fame  of  his  approach  has  travelle<l  liefore  him,  and  the 
sick  come  from  far  and  near  to  seek  a  cure  at  his  liands. 
To-day,  for  instance,  a  numlxir  of  |>eoj»le  from  Farah  were 
awaiting  his  arrival,  and  ))ers<ms  disap|M)inte<l  at  one  camp 
have  acconipaniecl  us  for  one  or  more  stages  until  they  Imve 
attained  their  object.  At  first  it  appears  to  have  been  not 
generally  known  that  the  Mission  was  accom|)anied  by  a 
metli(u)l  man  for  the  ex]>reHs  pur|M».se  of  tending  the  sick  of 
the  districts  we  ^mssed  through.  As  soon,  however,  as  Colonel 
Ilidgeway  informed  the  Amir's  ogent  that  such  was  tiie  case, 
information  was  given  to  the  inhabitants,  and  the  result 


10«  ArOHAX   rnOKTIKB  CX>MMI88IOX. 

that  mnre  putientt  aime  for  relief  tlian  oouki  pottililjr  be 
•tliitiniiiiercil  Ia  or  npvmU*«l  on. 

In  tlie  fi\-c  cUiyii  frmii  27tli  to  .lint  Octolier,  773  palicntii, 
•ccnnltn;;  to  tlio  entriefi  in  tlic  lioiqHtAl  ftconii,  olitiiinctl 
n*licf,  and  dnrin;;  the  tlirre  fimt  dnyn  of  Ko%'cni1icr  VM  more. 
iHirin;;  thin  pvri<Nl  of  i*i;:ttt  tUiyn  no  fewer  tlmn  tixtjr*tlirce 
itiigor  opffntkm^  wen*  |«?rfonneil,  inclmlin;;  an  AnipntAikm 
fif  the  thi^rh,  m*veml  camhi  nf  tumour  aihI  litlHH«»niy.  ami  one 
oC  clro|Mjr,  iinil  a  ver}*  Up^so  ninnlii*r  of  o|ienitionA  on  tlie  eje. 
Kyr  •  ili«ni«r«,  in  furl.  |»n'«1«>iinnatc<l.  an«l  wero  tccniinglj 
entirt*!/  l4»y«tn<l  Ute  mn^  of  ftkill  of  tlio  nAtive  |inictitioncr«. 
TIte  fact  i^  th«t  iiueh  ilineauM  run  only  lie  effectnAlly  rcme* 
ilicti  hy  unr^ncMl  o|irniti<»nfl;  An<l  tlio  |tltyfiiciAn  of  tlie  Ynneni 
or  AfRltir  mltofil,  1iowe%t*r  fpneiit  an  n«k*|ii  in  ilie  clHcnry  and 
A|»|»limti«»ii  of  lierliii  uml  ftini|>le«,  clmmii  ami  tAliiniiiinii,  to 
A  |«*rf«*ri  tyro  in  tlie  u^h*  of  tin*  knife.  In  one  iiiii|;le  lUiy 
2H8  i^tiimt^  wi*rr  trmU**! ;  nn«I  it  nin«»t  \ns  n«iiM*mlierc(l  tliAl 
Ihrne  ti'^'nre^,  iiu|i|i|ic<l  from  tlio  lHiii|»itAl  l«H»k<i,  Imt  iiuule* 
qtiAti*ly  rt«|irr«rnt  llie  tnie  nnmU*r  of  ilione  to  wlioni  meilic«l 
aiil  WA«  A«1minii<tercil.  Tlieir  nnml««r  wah  to  j^rcnt,  tliAt  to 
rr»n«Crr  tlieir  mime«,  n*^*^.  Ami  r«ttii|>|iiuitii  waji  a  nlicer  im« 
|«i«Mliility.  Tlie  lHM|»itAl  tentA,  c*iitAl*lt<ihnietit«  Ami  eqai|»* 
ment  nirely  rcoche«l  rAmp  lieffnv  1  or  2  r.M  ,  ami  that  l«rely 
thrre  honrt  U*f«*ro  lUrk  were  AVAiUMe  fi>r  AttemUince  to  llie 
WAntA  of  homlmU  of  AfvplicAntA.  Tlmt  in  ei^cht  tkyA,  eAcIt 
of  ilirt^  warkinj*  liouni.  no  mueh  wa^  effecte*!,  to  tlie  tlroniveil 
fwvml  we  cAn  Aiklnce  of  tlie  untirin;;  energy  And  (tevntioo  to 
their  proffAtop  of  I>r  tHren  Ami  hto  A«iii»lAtitA.  It  CAnnoi  lie 
dnvbial  thAt  the  Atlvrnt  «>f  tlie  FAmnp  lUkini  in  the  WAAtem 
ffmrincTA  of  Af;:hAntAtAn  U  An  event  tliAl  will  be  mnemberrd 
Awl  Apoken  of  with  gmtitrnto  Ami  wotider  for  ycAii  to  coaml 
Hove^'er.  who  cAn  My  tliAt,  ere  niAny  ycArt  pAAA  <nrer.  citil 
dtopemirieA  Ami  tlieir  bmnclieA  will  not  be  eetAbliAheil  by  the 
nriltoh  Gof-rmment  At  tite  heA«l«|nArtert  of  erery  dialrici  in 
ftotoua  f  Not  only  nuile  but  fenuito  petienu  ol  aII  Ages  ere 
freely  bfmght  lor  meclkml  AtiendAoce.  Aa  I  hAve  befofe  teid. 
Imt  el  poin  Ami  the  Aiitht  ol  the  knccC  And  other  AOgirMtirA 
that  give  Moit  efdiMry  mmmuU  tlie  cold  ehivefA 
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(tlioii«rli  tho  ontWAnl  douicntiotir  iimjr  ftcek  to  clonk  l\w 
inwnnl  tremor),  «ceineil  to  Imve  no  horn>r  ftir  the  ijni^n^nt 
IVlucli  And  Pntlmn.  Tlierc  they  Mit  in  a  f^riiii  circle,  aimI 
wntchcil,  without  a  %viiicc,  tho  incision  fcir  litlHitoiiij,  the 
niuputntion  of  a  liiiih,  the  o]K*rAtioii  of  a  new  pupil  in  an 
eye ;  aiuI  when  tho  knife,  the  lAiicet,  auiI  the  pmlHS  lind  done 
their  work  1>eforo  their  vyan,  did  they  shrink  Imck  ?  Not 
tliey !  It  was  who  aIiouUI  tinit  1)e  tho  next  Muhject  for  tlio 
oiK.Tator  8  niA«;ic  «kiU.  They  were  hwlh  to  Udievc  llmt  only 
one  at  a  time  could  1)c  o]K.*rAted  on.  Tlii*y  tlrentle«l  tliat  the 
shades  of  ni<{ht  mif^hl  fall,  and  tlmt  tho  lancet  Miould  have 
hruuglit  to  their  vi.situdeKM  oriM  no  lio|io  of  u  future  ray  of 
li«:ht.  Tliey  were  no  hunks  h*d  to  the  slau^^hter,  hut  innpired 
with  tlie  frenzy  of  a  forlorn  hope — not  only  men  but  women. 
Sometimes  a  man  wouKl  wince  under  the  lancet  (chlorofnnn 
was  only  admini^teretl  for  very  serious  o|N»rAti<>n8),  and  if  he 
lK.M^iMi(Ml  iu  llindnn*^',  ami  m  dclayin;;  the  o|H*nitor  in  his 
work,  he  wan  ])romptly  and  ipiominiously  removed  from  the 
oiKTutin;^'- tahlo,  with  the  con5io1in<(  comment  tlmt  he  was 
unwortliy  even  of  Win^  a  woman.  And  forthwith,  na  an 
c\am[»lo  to  the  rest.a  W(»man  was  si'lei'tinl  and  o|ienitetl  on. 
The  ndmirahle  phick  and  indiO'crence  to  jNiin  exhihttetl  by 
one  c»ld  lady  are  worlliy  of  n'cf»nl.  After  a  iKiinful  ojienition 
on  the  eye,  which  she  lK)re  without  a  wince  or  murmur,  tlie 
hospital  assistant  a]»)>n>aclicd  the  husliand  and  Aske<l  bin  wife's 
name,  a;,'e,  Sec.  Tlie  oM  la«ly  was  fifty,  if  she  were  a  day. 
However,  the  liusliand,  a  venerahle  old  pvyl»eanl,  after  sonic 
co^'itation,  hazanled  the  reply,  "  thirty  years  old,"  an  assertion 
whicli  was  ;;rcetcd  with  a  «»eneral  hurst  of  lan«:hter.  Tlie  old 
lady  herself  was  just  licin^;  hel]>e<l  ofl'  tho  table,  and  having 
heard  the  (piestion  and  answer,  and  the  perlia|i8  unliecoming 
Uicrriment  it  elicited,  she  raised  her  bandaged  and  still  sight- 
less (though  soon  to  regain  their  lost  powers)  orbs  to  our 
faces,  and,  with  a  gocKl-humourcd  smile  And  chuckle,  ejacu- 
lated, "  You  may  not  l>elieve  me,  but  blessed  if  I'm  a  day 
over  fifteen ! "  It  is  neeilless  to  add  tlmt  this  SAlly,  exhibiting, 
ns  it  did,  her  pluck  and  fortitude,  was  greeted  with  niudi 
merriment  And  mAny  expressions  of  appro%'aL 
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After  this  lirief  nccimnt  of  I)r  Owen's  inclefntipiUe  eflbrU 
for  tlie  KprcAil  of  tlie  fame  of  Britiiih  plitUmthropy  ami  chir- 
vnric  »ktU  tliroii^rh  |iroviiicet  tlmt  Imve  littlierto  been  cloeetl 
Cc»  Kuropmn  civiltfuitiou,  I  will  endeavour  to  tummariae  tlie 
rmultfl  of  hit  arcliA^olo^^l  retearcliea.  I  uinst  |Mreniiae  tliat 
bit  artlooitji  mevlical  iluttet  liave  aerioiitljr  impedeil  tbe  pro- 
greaa  of  bit  «iiber  scientific  pnmutta.  Foitiinateljr,  however, 
be  is  noi  Uie  only  tnemlier  of  the  Mission  imbned  with  a 
taste  for  arclio^oln;;}',  ami  tlie  knowled^  requisite  to  inako 
tliat  taKte  sulMerxient  ami  con<luci\*e  to  {Hfofitable  results. 
l*a|itains  Ihtraml  ami  I)e  Lac^mdc  liave  succeeded  in  collecting 
a  con«i<krnil4e  numlier  t4  nrclkt'olopcal  s|iecimens ;  and  tbe 
nnnaisnuitic  knowletl^  of  Licutcttant  tlie  Hon.  M.  O.  TallKii 
ami  Ca|itsiu  tSncslmrli  lias  |>rove<l  of  |:ruat  assistance  to  the 
roHertom.  Tlie  mpidity  nf  tlie  uiovctm*uts  of  tlte  Mission 
ba4,  c>f  coiirv,  rrmlrrril  in<k*|ii*mleiit  excavatif^n  out  of  tlie 
c|nrMion;  ami  tlie  ftiti  tliat  all  ilie  nimit  %*a1ual4e  coins, 
si;;nrts,  ami  <»tlM*r  ciin<it  are  pn>fu|*tly  carrti*«l  fur  sale  to  tbe 
chief  cmtirs  of  c«»tiiiiierce,  ami  titat  n  vast  numlier  of  silver 
coins  arr  ttN-ltr«l  domn  into  silver  IhiIImiii  (a  hmm^  Mated  that 
lir  ol4aine«l  fmir  niaumU  of  silver  Irttlliim  fruui  tlie  melting 
ol  one  k<  tliat  he  liad  |mrchaseil),  will  sccount  ffir  tlie  dilli* 
mlty  of  c»lit«inin}t  bically  rare  ami  %alusl4e  coins  ami  cnrioa. 
Hill  tliere  is  n*a%oii  to  Iclieve  tliat  tlione  which  liave  l«en 
c«iilerie«l  l*y  l>r  Owen,  ami  wimh,  I  umlerstaml,  will  \m 
lierrafier  forwardv«l  to  tlie  Uritish  and  otiter  mudeums,  will 
throw  simie  li;;ht  on  tlie  history  and  artiMic  fmi^^reM  of  the 
anrirnt  cities  tliat  are  mvw  Imt  symbols  of  tlie  former  wealth 
ami  |inis|ienty  of  this  wsstc«l  cmmtry.  Many  specimens  of 
ancient  fHittery  lia%*e  Iven  cidkrtetl.  wliose  excellent  glaie 
ami  lightness,  comliineil  with  stren^h,  indicate  that  the 
HjiiUni  potters  of  yore  were  no  mean  ailei^a  in  their  ait. 
AnMMig  eoins,  the  c«enmonest  afe  those  of  tbe  Gliasni  and 
later  rtrsian  dynasties;  while  tlma*  of  the  Hassanisn  ami 
Ractrtan  dynasties  ars  comparatively  rare.  Coins  of  tbe 
later  caliphates  ars  not  uncommon ;  wliersaa  not  a  single  coin 
el  the  irst  caliphate,  and  only  one  Greek  eoin  of  the  posi- 
Altramlrian  monarfhiea,  has  been  obtained.    Kd  a  sin^ 
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golil  coin  has  been  procurcil.  Among  a  number  of  ancient 
seals  tliat  have  been  collected,  only  three — two  Greek  and 
one  probably  Assyrian — arc  of  great  rarity  and  value.  Not 
the  least,  indeed  i)erlia|>s  the  most,  valuable  of  the  arcluv- 
ological  specimens  obtaineil  here,  are  two  bronze  arrow-heads 
of  great  but  at  present  uncertain  age.  Unfortunately  the 
l)er8on  who  presented  them  for  sale  was  unable  to  say  where 
tliey  were  unearthed.  Last,  and  not  least,  is  an  admirable 
specimen  of  old  Persian  brass-work,  seemingly  a  candlestick. 

AVith  regard  to  moilern  arts  and  manufactures  as  practised 
in  Seistan,  the  list  is  but  brief,  and  the  standanl  of  excellence 
but  ordinnr}'.  In  the  Hrst  place,  it  may  be  mentioned  tliat 
the  IV'luch  inhtibitants  from  Kudlmr  to  Kalah-i-fath  placetl 
so  Iii^h  a  value  on  tlie  products  of  their  artistic  skill  tliat 
tlicy  i>ci*si.steutly  refused  to  exhibit  them  to  the  pr}'ing  eye 
of  tlic  British  intruder.  Did  they  fear  that  the  inquisitive 
Briton  snuglit  to  |>enc;trato  the  mysterious  secret  of  their 
vary  commonplace  pnxhictions,  or  was  some  ollicial  instiga- 
tion the  true  secret  of  their  reluctance  ?  Prolmbly  the  latter. 
Ci<XKl  and  durable  khurjins  (saddle•llag^),  ht/ins,  and  knlinehn$ 
((Vivrni's  or  carpets,  large  and  small),  and  a  coarse  cotton 
cloth,  are  the  only  local  fabrics  I  saw.  Acconling  to  tlie 
•statements  of  the  inhabitants,  all  otlier  articles  of  apixirel  and 
domestic  furniture  and  uttMisils  were  im|M)rted.  All  tlieir 
weaix>ns — guns,  swords  ki:. — were  undoubtedly  manufactured 
olsowlitTC.  A  gofxl  deal  of  cotton  is  grown  in  this  country, 
and,  according  to  the  statements  of  the  iXK>]>le,  is  all  utiliseil 
locally.  I  have  l»efore  remarked  on  the  alwenco  of  mills, 
wind  or  water,  except  at  Kudliar  and  Juwain.  Tlio  natural 
conclusion  is  that  the  gi*ain  is  ground  by  handniilU,  as 
required  for  consumption. 

Camp  Gi:«o,  Uk  Xmmnker, 

I  must  reserve  for  a  future  letter  an  account  of  the  results 
(>f  the  lal»ours  of  the  geological,  Uitanical,  and  natural 
liistory  departments,  for  some  details  aliout  which  I  am 
iutlebteil  to  Dr  Aitchison  and  Captain  Griesbttch,  and  will 
now  give  a  brief  description  of  our  marches  since  we  left 
Ibraliimabad  on  the  30tli  ultimo.     The  marches 
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D^rakiMlMHl  to  lfAk1«ni.i.Abi1,    .        .        .        .  l(l| 

lfAklMir«.i-AUiltoT«kkt.i.RiiiUm,       ...  17 

Takkl-i-Ra^tAM  In  pAiiJ«lrh, 15} 

pMijilrli  U  Kli««lik  n^\. 17 

Klitt^k  R»l  to  Kair, 19 

Kami  to  Oini^ tl 

Fmin  IlimhinuiW«l  to  a  ff*w  tnile^  lieyomi  Taklit-i-Rustam 
(•>.,  aIwhU  M  iiiiIca)  wc  (ti11fiwe«l  tlie  oilp*  of  the  Xaimr  aimI 
Hmntili.  Imviii;;  on  our  ri^ht  «  l<»w  |ilAioAtt  of  sutidiloiie 
vnilrrlyin;;  con«;1onicnitc,  wliicli  fttrrtrtie«  nway  for  801116 
mtW^  to  tlie  wmt  utid  mtrth  of  tlie  Ifmntitt.  The  X«ixiir  it 
mrrrlj  11  IvrrMid  Mi  of  Uin<1  nurriHimliiii;  tlie  Hrnnttn.  which 
H  minttiinj  fl«ioilfNl  in  tlie  iti«nng.  An<l  ilrtosi  np  frnwiualljr  m 
the  flomi.wiitcMni  a1«te  ami  cvn|iorat4\  or  are  aliaoflioil  In  the 
aoU.  It  in  ilrnvly  r«iwml  with  nH*«U  ami  bitlnti»hea,  on  tlie 
frathery  het^U  of  which  catik!  In^iwue.  In  |>Uirea  that  are 
•iil>irct  to  Imt  1*rtcf  innmlation,  two  kimla  of  ;:jnm  to  which 
rattle  aie  iwrtinl  are  |vr««hic€<L  Tlic  one  i«  tliat  known  in 
IHiUitn  a<i  ZwW.  ami  in  Imlia  a<i  ^nnh  or  knriyali ;  ami  tlie 
ether  i«  callnl  hicallv  kifitt^  ami  in  iW^hirhiiitan  timh,  T\%\% 
btter  teemn  to  f|«mn«h  ^m  any  al1n\  inl  mmI  iliat  (lUninn  a  fair 
aharr  of  water  from  rain  or  otiicr  Mtnrrra.  It  ta  altnoiit 
alwayi  f<vnml.  t««cetlicr  with  cainel-tlHtm,  on  fallow  lamU. 
C*aiiirl-tlN«im  ^ym%  annm;:  tin*  reeili  on  tlie  eil|:e  of  tlie 
Xaiiar ;  Imt,  mitwitliMamliii;*,  tltc  camcli  fami  Imt  imiifler- 
ently  on  the  eil^^e  of  tlic  llainnn,  compaml  with  the  varieil 
ami  In^Qri*!!!*!  I«nqtici  tliat  wa^  daily  upreacl  liefore  them  on 
the  l«ink«  of  the  llrlmuml.  Tlie  Makl<ini*i-Ahil  (toiah  of 
AWIK  which  pi^e  a  name  to  mir  oamp  on  the  .'tOth  ttltimo,  waa 
aelnally  Mtoateil  «m  tlie  eil^  of  the  i4atr«n  1)  mile  north* 
weat  of  the  fawi*tn;;  •  ^(iimL  Tlie  aiie  of  tlie  (ianlen  of 
Eflcs  ia  A  Modi-eontc^tnl  iv^iut,  ami  tlie  alHale  of  A<lam  ami 
Era  after  their  exfinliiion  from  titat  rartlily  iVirailiae  ia  no 
Vrm  nnccftain.  I  am  m<  awaie,  liowevrr.  that  our  learned 
diTiM*  have  ever  p^<^  «I<m  wei;:ht  to  the  chuma  of  Sciatan  to 
lUi  biHMMir.  And  who  can  aay  what  afnA  on  the  fare  of  tlie 
0tkm  waa  dm  ataineil  with  the  hkiml  ol  mnnlerf  The 
0mSim  fnin4-alftwn  plateau  thai  otwiooka  the  alaU  wateta 
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of  tlie  Haman  coaM  scarce  have  been  aoie  loocaoiac  and 
drear  in  the  days  when  three  men  and  oae  voMan  were  the 
only  reputed  human  denizens  of  the  earth  than  k  it  now. 
\\liat  more  wcinl  and  lonely  |4acc  cmihl  Cain  have  seWcitd  f 
And  here  now  stan<U  the  mineil  touih  of  Ahel,  narking  tlie 
ft|)ot  where  tlic  unhridlctl  i«i«ions  of  man  first  dared  to  osarp 
the  privilege  of  the  Creator  to  take  away  the  life  that  He  had 
created. 

I  have  already  descrilied  the  plain  in  which  Jnwain  is  ntn- 
atcd  and  the  site  of  LaslL  Tlie  heil  f»f  tlie  Farah  Und  is  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  breathh,  and  at  thb  season  of  the  year 
almost  dr^'.  The  water,  in  fact,  {leroolates  through  the  sliing- 
ly  soil  of  the  channel,  and  here  and  tliere  Imbbles  «p  to  the 
surface,  an<l  flowing  away  in  a  clear  rippling  stream  for  a  f«w 
miles,  a;:ain  di.sappcars  lieneath  the  |ioroiu  graveL  After  tlie 
sta^aut  water  of  wliiili  we  had  partaken  on  the  1«nks  of  tlie 
}[ainun,  a  draught  fnim  the  ]Mirc  s|)arkling  s|Miiigs  in  the  l«il 
of  the  Farah  Mwd  was  more  w«dc(»me  and  refreshing  tlian  the 
clioiccst  lirands  of  chamim^^uc.  In  tlie  cantiHituent  life  i»f 
India  the  value  of  ^«mk1  watiT  ceases  to  lie  appreciateiL  It  is 
only  when  water  becomes  an  t*ssential  of  existence  tliat  tlie 
excellence  of  clear,  c<h»1,  sjiriu;^  water  is  value«l  at  its  pro|ier 
worth.  It  was,  therefore,  not  without  roj^ret  tlmt  tlie  next 
4lay  wc  kidc  farewell  to  the  Farah  l»ud,and  struck  due  north 
across  a  ;,Tavelly  plateau  to  our  cnup  on  the  Khuslik  Kuil. 
Tills  latter  is  not  the  iur»«t  invitin*:  uf  names.  Tlie  "dry 
river-lMMl"  sounds  decithilly  uupn»uiisin<^;  and  yet  it  is  to 
tills  very  nauie  that  the  Khuslik  Kud  owes  its  charncter  of  a 
)»Icasant  surprise.  After  marchiu;:  some  ei;:ht  or  nine  miles 
a(r<»s,s  an  exjiause  of  jmt  and  ^^nivel,  alnuist  entirely  innocent 
<^(  even  a  sus]>iciou  of  venlure,  a  clianuin«:ly  jieaceful  vale, 
earpete<l  with  luxuriant  j^niss,  sud<lenly  oihmis  liefore  tlie  sur- 
prise<l  ;;aze  of  the  traveller.  It  is  no  river-UMl  at  all.  Tlio 
secret  of  the  prcMluclivencss  of  its  soil  lies  in  this,  that  natii* 
^1  ^prin;;s  of  water  flow  innntMliately  lielow  the  stirface  of  tlio 
Kr«>nnd,  as  at  Siu'^lmr-Chamnn,  lietween  Quetta  ami  NusIikL 
To  obtain  water,  one  has  but  to  tlig  a  pit  two  or  three  feet  in 
^l^*pth.    Tlie  water  is  not  very  inviting  to  look  at^  but  when 
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IneA  frau  Miliment  bj  Gltralion,  b  kII  tluit  can  ba  JeriiwL 
Krtwven  Khiulik  Rnd  antl  Kain  m  crotil  the  boundarj-liM 
Lriwecn  tW  Farah  ami  Herat  (linthcta.  Hon  a  ainall  deUcli- 
toent  f>f  imtnibr  cnvaliy  from  Herat  Klwved  the  cavalij 
•Mart  wlitrb  hail  liHlierto  accotniMinied  tha  Amir's  a(i«it.  and 
the  infantry  eacmt  (umixlwil  Itdiii  the  Fatah  cotninanfl  waa 
alw>  (liamuwed,  ami  ret>lac«<l  hj  a  tlelachuwnt  fnin  Sabnwar. 
On  tin  vajr  from  KImtltk  Itud  to  Kain  I  lunl  a  Inng  chat  with 
(NMof  mir  t:ui<U-a,B  KixillMwh  fran  Jnwain.  Talking  to  ona  of 
theae  men  ii  vrry  much  like  knorkiris  "iie'i  hcail  apiiniit  a  hanl 
vail — a  ileal  r>t  {Min,  allieit  mental  pain,  with  very  little  profit 
Thia  fellow,  hnwevtr.  allliouf^i  Im  tnok  f^mt  liLeniei  with  the 
SluihlnUiali'i  IVr*ian,  was  ImiUi  inlcllicent  and  cnmninnica- 
tivB.  Ilellew  or  Kuan-Hmiili,  or  Imth.  pve  iletaileil  accoanta 
ol  tlte  Mnjrinn  Mitdnlrift  of  Imam  /aUI,  trat  I  IumI  tafgnttan 
iia  pfHiiinity  until  remimled  of  it  1>y  thia  gai<\t.  Afterwaitb 
I  a«keil  icveral  lAlter  nalivca  almil  it,  Iwt  Um  lukcwananoH 
nf  ilicir  <lenrri|4ii«a  nminwtcil  «UiNi;;lf  with  iIm  seal  an«l 
warmili  nf  e\|>mu»nn  of  mj'  firat  namlor.  He  waa  eriitentljr 
a  man  of  a  relipoua  Iwnt.  He  hail  Iml  a  yt»i  l»fnre  pnjreil 
at  tlie  *lmiM  of  Imam  lUsi  at  Mnaliluul,  awl  luih  liia  \-o*t« 
ami  ;:n>tnrc  l«i<>ki-iM><l  hit  wnwItT  ami  aihuiration  at  It* 
Sii|>ten  ihime.  He  aaknl  ute  rarorallj-  if  I  luxl  rtaited  the 
alitine  nf  Imam  ZaHl.  ami  rt-uartleal  me  cnnpnaaiiinatelf  when 
1  rr|>lMil  in  the  M-^iive.  In  cDni|4iaiK«  with  my  i  ipimiinM 
nf  intrtvH  ami  tleaire  I'l  kmtw  kunetliin;;  atnul  it,  allhoO)^ 
alcm  ilatjr  i«vvent«<l  ine  fnrni  p>ins  twelve  milca  oat  of  lb* 
may  to  t  ioit  it,  it  tkaerilieil  in  viritl  lerma  bow  tha  f^ona 
Mohammnkui  who  ik-airra  throutrh  llw  molinm  of  iIm  iI»- 
|«rteil  Imam  to  ImmMj  lay  hia  pciilinn  at  tbt  feet  of  the 
UeilT.  rUmlvn  up  iIm  ateeit  mndj  tkiio— (thia  ((raat  and- 
dhft.  Ifini:  hctocen  two  nla  on  the  aoulh  atde  of  the  Knh4- 
kalalfi-kah,  ami  reachini;  mora  llian  half-wajr  to  th«  aamaUl 
ia  nMl4a  for  mika  aroaml,  ami  ia  a  miracle  in  itaelf.  How  did 
tUa  Mml  rallart  here  f  Wlif  ahcmkl  it  ilrift  up  here,  and  in  M 
oikercivncoof  tbehill-raneer  I  ivntarked  a  pradaeljr  liaukr 
flank  ml  nninra  on  tlia  aonihen  akife  of  the  Iwran  raaf* 
awlaakiit  ow  cnmp  atOaaeli  Cbah.    Dm*  aona  penlinr  eoK- 
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formation  in  these  particular  parts  of  the  hill-ranges  produce 
an  eddy,  a  back-current,  of  drifting  sand  ?  For  in  eacli  place 
the  prevailing  winds  are  northerly,  not  southerly.)— So  long  a 
parenthesis  compels  nie  to  take  up  anew  the  broken  thread  of 
my  narrative.  I  left  the  good  Mohammedan,  whetlier  conscious 
of  a  sin  and  hopeful  of  absolution,  or  desirous  of  a  favour  and 
exi>ectnnt  of  its  concession,  toiling  up  the  laborious  ascent — a 
pilgrimage  meriting  in  itself  the  pardon  of  many  past  sins, 
and  the  Ijestowal  of  many  future  favours — to  the  tomb  at  its 
summit  Arrived  there,  he  sacrifices  a  sheep,  duly  observing 
tlie  ritual  and  ceremony  prescribed  for  sucli  occasions,  offers 
up  his  prayer,  and,  not  forgetful  of  the  claims  to  liis  benevo- 
lence of  tlie  pious  ascetic  who  tends  the  shrine,  seats  himself 
near  the  tomb,  and  patiently  awaits  tlie  vouchsafement  of  a  re- 
si)onse  to  Iiis  petition.  Should  his  sacritice  and  prayers  fail 
to  propitiate  the  mediating  Imam  (or,  as  some  sunnise,  should 
tlic  coldness  of  his  charity  have  chilled  and  hanlened  the 
heart  of  the  attendant  fakir),  no  response  is  vouclisafed.  But 
if,  on  the  contrar}',  the  sacrilice  Ixj  full,  the  prayer  earnest, 
and  tlic  cause  good,  and  the  heart  of  the  fakir  be  wisely  won 
over  to  tlie  interests  of  the  i)ctitioncr,  then,  ere  long,  tlie  mass 
of  sand  is  shaken  1»y  vivid  vibrations,  and  mysterious  rum- 
blings, as  of  distant  tliunder,  fall  on  the  awe-stricken  ear  of 
the  favoured  devotee.  Thus,  controverting  the  rule  thai 
"  silence  gives  consent,"  Imam  Zaid  reveals  to  man  his  power. 
I  desirc<l  to  learn  whether  the  Imam  had  died  and  been  burieil 
on  this  s\)ot,  but  my  queries  found  no  satisfactory  replies. 
Some  said  tlint  he  must  of  course  l>e  burie<l  there;  but  as  for 
whore  he  died,  God  alone  knew.  The  intelligent  and  devout 
guide  re[»licd  that  he  neither  dieil  nor  was  buried  tlicro,  but 
that  the  divine  will  had  guide<I  him  to  that  spot,  and  had  tlience 
taken  him  up  to  heaven.  I  am  inclined,  however,  to  believe 
that  some  confusion  existed  in  his  mind  between  Imam  Zaid 
and  Imam  Malidi.  The  latter,  the  last  of  the  twelve  Imams, 
is  I>elieveil  by  Mohannnedans  to  l)e  not  dead  but  invisible, 
and  his  return  to,  or  rea))|xmrance  upon  the  earth,  is  as  much 
a  tenet  of  their  faith  as  tlie  millennium  is  that  of  soma  Chris- 
tians.   The  hitherto  uncheckeil  career  of  his  pscudo>repi 
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Urire  in  tlie  SmicUiii  hM  nMule  the  name  of  this  Iniim  of  kto 
oolj  too  noCoriom.  I  lui%*e  lieanl  no  roMoiiaUle  esqilAnAtioa 
of  this  phenomenon  of  tlie  "  vocal  aand.** 


Camp  Iimai,  flA  «V« 

Sinoe  Khwaja  Alt  our  iiiarchet  lia%*o  avi*rai:cfl  17  niilea 
in  Imirtlu  To-ilajr  we  lialt  licre,  ami  tlien  niarth  atraighl 
fnr  KuhMin  wttlioot  a  ImIc  On  tlie  4th  we  marchcil  21 
milea  from  Kam  to  (Sinjr,  travenini;  a  fine  limatl  valley 
rnvrrvd  with  excvlk*iit  irnixini;.  and  atmklcil  with  anma 
lialf«4liit«rti  vtlliipsa  •tirrmiiHU'*!  with  extensive  arms  of  bml 
nnfkrr  m It t%*at i<m.  Tlie  c«itti*n  ctnpn  are  jntit  ripi^niii);,  ami 
tlie  youn;;  wlK<at  jtmt  a|i|ii*anit}{  alMive  tlie  ^nwiML  The 
names  of  tlicno  villJl|^*s  are  bm^ar.  Knali*kak,  IhistabaiU 
Hank,  KaUlfi*kiili,  ami  (tin;;.  Tlie  tir«t  natneil  is  tnlialiiteil 
mnUAy  liT  S«iya«U,  ami  tlio  rt* maimlrr  l^y  a  mtxttitv  of  Xnmia 
ami  IVrmans.  Surak  i»  a  %'er3r  pif*turesi|iiti  littlo  villa^^e,  lytn^ 
rml«<lilnl  anmim  jmtifitt  (white  po|ilarX  tmillicrry.  ami  other 
trwa,  a  clenr  Iwiri  Howtn};  thfuu;Hi  it.  ami  tlie  titm^-liononreil 
ahrine  of  lWil«  lUUl  thrt»win(;  a  lialo  of  sanctity  amnml  it. 
Ilef«  ami  at  >Sclikin  tlie  |vm«iice  of  a  few  flate*i«ilms  |imvea 
that,  althoa|:li  tlie  thermometer  now  (iilU  beliiw  frce<tii};-poini 
at  ni;:ht.  we  are  not  yet  witliout  tlie  limits  of  tlte  Ctarmatr 
-^ijt^  if  we  accq<  as  s  cl«*tiiiitioti  of  c;<irm«ir  tlie  climatie 
limits  «if  the  flste-i«lm.  In  thi«  vslley.  which*  if  not  the 
llasht«i-lialios  itself,  is  on  itJi  very  ronfiiiea,  fruit »trre«  slionmL 
I  saw  the  mttllierry.  apricot,  fi|t,  pome^nanate,  ami  (late* 
palms,  ami  op|iort unities  of  closer  in<ipn-tion  nmlonUoilly 
wo«M  have  rwesM  other  kimU  Amon^;  ve;;rtaliles  woi 
heliife  seen  in  Af;:liantstan,  I  may  roetitioii  a  kimi  of  l«an» 
calleil  Wieally  It^AWu,  as  gntwins;  here.  I  was  not  a  Uttlo 
antpnaad,  too.  to  see  hers  the  black  tenu  of  the  Iliai,  as  they 
ate  ealled  in  IVraia— or  Aimak,  as  I  Wlieve  tliry  are  termed 
heim.  Their  tents  are  made  of  coarse  camel*hair.  Tliey  told 
mt  they  owneil  lar|;e  herds  of  eanmls,  sheep,  fpnats.  donkeys^ 
cattle.  Tlieir  camels,  however,  liad  l««n  taken  for  the 
el  the  Miasion,  and  Itod  knew,  they  aaiil,  whether  they 
fil  any  ktio  lor  them.    This  ia  their  anauaer  aboda 
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In  winter  they  descend  to  the  ihtshi,  wlicra  tliey  find  p^nI 
grazing;  Imt  where  the  (h^ht  may  lie,  I  failed  to  anccrtain.  My 
informant,  in  reply  to  my  qnentitnis  (»n  that  |iuint,  waved  his 
hand  vat^nely  in  a  southerly  direction.  Coniin*;  from  Kai'n  to 
(ling,  we  pa9.sed  round  the  north-east  8|nir  of  the  Knlah-i-kali 
range.  On  each  side  of  this  nnige,  alnioHt  o|i|)(wito  to  and  at 
the  f(M)t  of  its  centre,  and  conmrtetl  hy  a  |)iitli  or  rotid  o%*er  a 
kohtal  (mountain  pass),  or  thmugh  a  g«»rge  in  it,  is  situated 
a  f(»rtirieil  village  name<l  Kalah-i-kah  (*Mhc  fort  of  straw" 
it  would  seem  to  mean,  hut  n(»ne  the  less  built,  as  usual,  of 
nnid).  I  was  ratlitT  surprisoil  the  <lay  lN*f«iro  at  Kain,  when 
a  man  t(»ld  me  that  Kalah-i-kah  was  Uitli  on  this  side  and 
that  side  (»f  the  rang(*.  1  failnl  to  see  how  it  could  bo  in  two 
places  at  once,  and  I  was  nut  inf(»rmiMl  that  it  wiuf  a  case  i»f 
twins — in  fact,  SiameHo  twins,  since  they  have  a  connecting 
link  in  commiai  1)ctW(>cn  them.  The  iHiMht-i-lkibus  is  a  mag- 
nificent graxingground  (»f  griMit  extt^nt;  it  is  uvident  that 
thousands  of  sho(>p  and  g«»ats  are  annually  grazcil  on  it.  It 
is  even  now  su]»plicd  wi(h  water  for  irrigation  from  a  laige 
numU'r  of  excellent  karrzrn}  and  this  sfmrco  of  supply  uiiglii 
tnidouhtedly  lie  develo|H.*d  to  any  extent  by  the  exca%'ntiou 
of  more  hnrzrs,  and  by  the  construction  of  tanks  for  storing 
tlie  rain-water  fnim  the  liills,  which  at  present  merely  fliioib 
a  numlier  of  channels  for  a  few  hours,  and  Hows  away  un- 
utilised. 

On  the  march  from  (>ing  to  Zelikin  we  crossed  the  beil  of 
tlio  Harml,  a  broad  stony  channel,  dry  as  a  chip,  and  tliickly 
overgrown  with  tamarisk,  wild  lavender,  and  other  buslicfl.  A 
glance  at  the  map  would  lead  one  to  sup|ioHo  tliat  water  would 
always  W  found  in  this  channel,  and  yet,  in  reality,  it  is  dry 
the  greater  ]»art  of  the  year.  There  is  a  great  scarcity  of  fire- 
WfKxl  here.  On  these  brojid  plains,  so  pHMluctive  of  gooil 
grazing,  and  so  fertile  if  cultivated,  not  a  bush  or  tree  grows 
naturally.  Only  near  the  river  or  torrent  beils  are  buslies  of 
any  size  found.  All  the  wood  we  used  at  Kaiu  was  brought 
from  the  bed  of  the  Farali  Itud.    As  an  instance  of  tlie  value 

*  A  Lnrrz  U  *n  artiticUl  nubternmcan  channel,  tA|>|i(ii(  ft 
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t4  firowoofi  in  chit  nei^rlitioiirliood,  I  nuijr  menlioo  tliat  jiui 
hrfore  Icn^iiij;  the  c(ittipiii;;-pt>tiiid  at  Kain.  aomo  few  of  ua 
were  atamlin^  romid  a  Ulaxin;;  caiii|>-fire,  iiear  which  U}*  a 
Uripe  lieap  of  wnml,  au|>|>liiHl  for  tlie  wne  of  the  men,  which, 
liowe%'er,  lia«l  not  liecn  connumoiL  We  nolicetl  a  numlicr 
of  KixilbaAhct  liovering  aroiUKl  thia  wooil,  ami  atinuiainK 
that  tlie^  were  fm\y  waiting*  for  <>nr  (lc|iarture  to  take  it«  we 
inqoirBd  wliat  tliej  wantc«l  "We  want  this  wocmI,"  they 
fr|4ied.  "AU  rt^lit,  take  it,**  we  mid.  No  accotul  hint  waa 
leqnireii ;  tltey  fell  tm  it  mitli  one  ncconl,  and  after  a  lirief 
acramlilc  on  the  **  tievil  lielp  tlie  himliwiat  **  princi|ile,  they 
each  fiecnrt'vl  ami  Imrc  off  a  umall  Imiwlle  to  their  liomeaw  It 
mis<4  liave  lii*rn  a  pni|<ieml  to  tlient  It  neetna  atmnj^e  tliai 
thi^  fertile  alluvial  anil  aIhiuM  |iroilttce  mithini;  hi;*;^  than 
wamiw«ioi|  ftcmli,  while  the  taml  of  tlie  deai*rt  priMlucca  Urjce 
Imthea.  One  <»f  I  Ik*  tnoat  ;:liajitl}'  chararten«tica  of  tlie  water* 
le«i  tract  lictwren  (tnlacliah  ami  tlie  HelinumI  waa  the  tlioii* 
•amUof  dry  leatlt*«i  alirnlM,  aniiie  a<i  inatiy  aa  10  or  12  feci 
hi;;li,  which  co%ervd  it  a  anrface.  What  had  fimt  lirou;;ltt  tlieae 
»krlcl«m«  of  a  lai^h  inti>  existence  ^  Had  there  Item  at  aome 
time  in  tlie  paat  an  un|»rccti|etite<l  fall  of  rain  tlterv  ?  And 
yet  one  isn^le  delnj^e  «»f  rain  cnukl  not  i^\t  life  ami  atialen* 
mnre  to  tlieae  Imaliea  till  tlH*y  attaim^l  a  liei^lit  of  from  6  to 
12  feci.  Xothinj;  ctaiUI  have  l«vn  mote  an(g«cative  of  the 
eimi|4cte  inanitinn  of  tlie  |imilactive  powen  of  tlie  toil  ci|  thia 
di^arrt  than  tlieae  weird  akehHiHia  of  witliettd  Imincliea ;  ami 
xtt  cmr  hortea,  dnrinj;  the  halta,  wouki  trmilily  de%*oar  the 
«i|4e«a  twi{9«.  A  famialKnl  Irnfie,  liowe%*er,  ia  not  hani  to 
|4eate  wlien  he  aerkft  to  Mtiafy  tlie  craviii|{a  of  an  emply 


Tlie  march  from  CSing  to  Zelikin,  12  niilea  almost  dne  mwth, 
|««m»ta  m>  particnUir  featurvi  of  intfmat  a  flat  |4ain  of 
arT«b  all  the  way,  flaukeil  on  either  auks  by  ni|g:r«l  mn^^ea  el 
limaitoa.  Ftv«  milea  from  iUnfi  we  croaaed  tJie  HarmI  nrer, 
ami  12  milea  farther  a  irilla^  namnl  Kalata,  inliaUted  hf 
Ait/tmtm  el  the  Alimi  aectioit.  2ehkin  ia  qnite  a  modal 
▼iUapt»  pfobaidy  beoanae  it  ia  Umml-new.  It  appean  thai 
Ay«h  Khan  eame  down  in  1S81  to  oeenpy  Kamlahar, 
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he  detached  a  force  to  reduce  to  subjection  the  districts  west 
of  Farah.  Tlic  people  of  Zehkin — all,  or  almost  all,  Persians 
or  Tajiks — hearing  of  the  approach  of  tliis  force,  witlidrew 
with  their  families,  henls,  and  flocks,  and  all  the  property 
tlicy  could  carry  away,  within  the  Persian  bonier.  Last  year, 
wlion  tlie  storm  of  civil  war  and  anarchy  had  snljsided,  tliey 
returned,  rebuilt  their  villages,  and  brought  their  lands  under 
cultivation.  Walls,  houses,  domes,  all  l.»ear  the  traces  of 
recent  restoration.  The  village  was  of  sonic  size,  proliably 
had  a  population  of  700  or  800  souls,  and  yet  the  resources  of 
its  Unzaar  were  practically  nt/.  Not  even  a  jiair  of  native 
l)oots  or  shoes,  or  a  jtoahtin,  or  the  wann  socks  usually  worn 
by  tlic  ix?t)plc  of  Afghanistan  in  winter,  were  ]>rocurable.  I 
was  referred  to  Anardara  for  all  such  articles.  Nimckas  (a 
coat  of  felt  with  lialf-sleeves — the  short  poshtiH  with  half- 
slcevcs  lK»ars  the  same  name),  and  a  sleevetl  overcoat  of  coarse 
camel-liair,  were  tlie  only  aiK»h»gies  for  wann  clothing  that 
the  village  could  Ininst  of ;  so  1  determined  to  wait  for  the 
sup])lies  which  we  ho|>e  to  obtain  fnun  Ifenit  and  Mashhad 
Another  of  our  great  wants  is  gocnl  artisans.  Never  was  a 
British  exi>eilitiun  worse  fitted  out  in  this  respect.  A  coat  or 
pair  of  breeches  that  has  Inrn  subjeetetl  to  the  tender  mercies 
of  our  "»nip,"  a  ]»air  of  lK>ots  or  article  <»f  sutldlery  tlwt  has 
been  o|KTated  on  by  the  skilful  and  practise<l  hand  of  our 
cobbler,  and  the  chair  or  table  that  has  lieeu  set  upon  its  legs 
again  by  the  delicate  manipulation  of  our  carixsnter,  are  all 
)>r<M)fs  of  the  eagerness  with  which  the  artisans  of  India  %icd 
for  the  honour  of  accomi>anying  the  Afghan  lluundar}'  Com- 
mission.  lu  this  noble  spirit  of  emulatiim  they  found  worthy 
rivals  ani<mg  that  iKxly  ho  well  known  for  their  de\'otion  and 
attachmiMit  to  their  masters — the  liearers  and  kkUmMiyan, 
These  latter,  many  at  least,  if  not  mast  of  them,  while  witli 
tears  in  th<;ir  eyes  they  expressetl  regret  that  family  tics  pre- 
ventetl  them  from  travelling  to  distant  Herat  and  meeting 
face  to  face  the  Kussian  Hear,  represented  humbly  that  they 
Would  be  only  too  glad  to  accept  the  sinecure  post  of  guardian 
^*f  their  master's  kit  during  his  alisence.  The  remainder^ 
hands  crossed  on  breast  and  eye  meekly  downcast^  while  tlie 
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ive  fiic«  concenled  the  Acti\itj  of  a  Imin  ctlciibaiiig 
the  probftlile  net  [>r«>fit«— replied,  wlien  lukcd  if  tliej  wooM 
fgo:  "Siihih  pnrwiiMi  kiirp;^^,  to  lie-nluikk  jnenge;*  or,  in 
other  wonU,  "  I  ikm't  tiiiml  going  for  a  coniiiik^mtion.''  A» 
far  Ai  concvnin  the  artiwinii,  it  a|ipcan  tluit  tliej  acted  cm  tlie 
BMtn,  *  Ilctter  a  fmmii  in  ni j  own  yt9&m  tlian  a  ni|ice  in  Herat ;  ** 
and  ao  onlj  iIkwd  wIio  cotiKl  not  even  cam  a  pttnii  at  home 
Tolnnteered  for  tlic  Afghan  lloumlnry  Coiuniiaaion*  IfoweTer, 
Sir  iVter  Lnminlcn  ha^  liccn  aakoti  to  bring  a  number  of  goml 
workmen  of  each  of  tlie  trades  in  demand  from  MatldiaiL  He 
b  aim  liringing  tome  rcrmiiin  ner^'anta  from  Telieran  for  tticb 
memlieni  of  tlie  Miaaion  aa  IuhI  tlio  foretlKMiglit  to  a%k  for 
them.  I  liear  nim«Hire  of  our  going  into  winter  qnartera  on 
the  fnmtier.  but  tlie  place  tii  not  jret  Hxe«l,  nor  iloea  it  aeem  to 
lie  tleriiWd  whetlier  we  <iIiaII  \k  ikHnicilctl  in  liounet  or  LihitlmM. 
Sir  IVter  Liim«len  luivtng  been  to  Sarakha,  will  come  down 
to  meet  ns  at  Knhmn,  ami  onlj  tlien  will  our  future  nnive* 
Biptitt  1«  deciileiL  It  i«  on  tlie  cank  tliat  we  may  not  follow 
tlie  Hah  Itml  to  SarnkliA,  but  move  north-eaftt  from  KuhMm 
to  IVinjileh,  near  tlie  junction  of  the  Khualik  and  Murglmb 
river*.  It  ta  pleaMut  iH*wt  to  ht*ar  tliat  in  a  climate  where 
the  tlirrmometer  fnlU  Ih*Iow  trni.  tirewoiid  ia  very  acarve,  and 
that  tluit  mnet  in4li«|ii*n<iablt*  re<ini»ite  of  a  liani  winter  will 
have  to  lie  f»bcaiiH<«l  fnnn  tlie  nciglilHiurliood  of  Herat.  I 
take  leave  to  cbmU  tlii«.  It  it  likelj  that  the  banka  of 
the  Murpluib.  tin*  Hari  KihI.  the  Tejitid.  tlie  Khualik.  noi 
to  mentioci  the  Maahluid  river  ami  otiicr  minor  atreama,  are 
•tterij  deatitute  of  fir>fWuoi|  ?  It  ia  aimiJ^r  increilible.*  \Vhj. 
tvea  the  drartt  waatra  of  Iteliiclitatan  puaitirelj  brialled  in 
placca  with  •i4eoili«l  fireworal.  n^ire  eapectallj  wliete  the  water 
waa  acmrceat  and  the  Mml  m«i«t  pWntifiiL  Aft«r  paaang 
Aaanlara  to-OKirrow,  we  enter  the  country  of  the  Xumia; 
aad  aa  the  diapneitioQ  of  this  tnlie,  which  e%'en  among  Afghana 
doea  not  appear  to  \wmem  an  envialilr  rrpotatioti,  ia  attapected 
to  be  the  rtrerve  of  friemllj  to  ua,  we  proceed  withovt  a  halt 
!•  Knhaaa.    In  view  of  thia  rapid  mafchtng.  abottt  S50  camela 
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have  been  provided,  at  Colonel  Ridgcway'a  request,  by  the 
Amir's  agent  for  the  conveyance  of  followers,  public  and 
private.  The  20th  Tanjab  Infantry,  with  a  spirit  worthy  of  a 
regiment  whose  men  are  remarkable  for  their  fine  phytiqvf, 
and  which,  after  the  night  march  that  tenninated  in  the 
successful  stonuing  of  Tel-el-Kebir,  took  part  in  that  long, 
anluous  forced  march,  the  promptitude  and  rapidity  of  which 
was  indisputably  the  cause  of  the  capitulation  of  Cairo  with- 
out a  blow,  have  declined  to  avail  thciiiHelvcs  of  any  assist- 
ance other  than  that  of  their  own  stunly  linilis.  I  am  sorry 
to  sny  that  the  project  of  fonaing  a  camel  cnrym  of  100 
men  of  tlie  20th  Tanjab  Infantry  at  Khwaja  Ali  fell  through, 
owing  to  the  imi>ossibility  of  obtaining  100  decent  riding- 
cumels  to  mount  them.  Xow  that  Sardar  Azad  Khan's 
camel -men  have  Ixjcn  handsomely  reniuneralctl,  —  (they 
never  made  such  a  profitable  trip  in  their  lives  before,  fed 
like  fighting-cocks,  ami  i)aid  like, — well,  as  only  the  British 
Government  pays,  —  their  mast  succe^ful  ckapaa$  (raids) 
never  brought  them  so  fine  a  haul), — and  dismissed  to  tlieir 
homes,  I  need  no  longer  conceal  the  fact  that  the  camels 
wcpi  a  terribly  weedy  lot — yoiuig,  adiellious,  untrained,  full 
of  devilry,  not  to  mention  lame  and  sore-lwckeil.  Yet,  strange 
to  say,  I  lielieve  no  one  between  Nushki  and  Khwaja  Ali 
sustained  any  serious  injury  by  a  fall  from  a  camel;  whereas, 
of  late,  two  broken  ribs  and  a  broken  arm  arc  among  the 
l>odily  injuries  for  which  fractious  camels  are  rcsjionsiblc.  In 
fact  it  must  l>e  athnitted  that,  Ix;  tlie  owner  an  Afglian  or  a 
IJeluch,  he  is  a  very  unpleasant  customer  to  desil  with  wliere 
camels  are  concerned.  To  say  nothing  of  the  defects  of 
temperament  and  physique  in  the  camel,  it  is  vexatious  to  be 
kept  out  of  IkhI  till  midnight,  when  rdrcilU  sounds  at  4  A.3I., 
comiting  over  and  distributing  camels.  The  £nglishmaQ  likes 
to  sit  down  to  his  dinner  with  a  mind  at  rest,  and  a  thankful 
stMise  that  the  day's  work  is  over.  Not  so,  seemingly,  the 
Afghan,  when,  after  many  false  promises  of  early  delivery,  he 
brings  his  camels  to  tlie  scratch  at  10  or  11  r.M.  However, 
after  all,  it  is  not  difficult  to  appreciate  his  motive^  Dark* 
uess,  like  charity,  hides  a  multitude  of  sins.    The  engiiieeriiig 
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o(  the  Alfjimn  fttt,  mofcover,  not  o(  the  highest  He 
hee  no  ooocepCioii  how  stitNig  a  bridge  ia  requiied  for  the 
pMMge  of  1500  ounelt.  He  throws  one  narrow,  weekly 
•trudiire  ecrote  a  ainal,  forgetful  tluit  1500  csmeU  in  a  tingle 
line  extend  o%*er  7  milee,  and  woold  ooneeqaentlj  take  at  leaet 
3)  hoars  to  cross  that  bridge,  eren  if  it  were  possible  to  ooo* 
dnct  the  passage  with  perfect  order.  Dvt  the  tinpeUions 
rathan  camel-driver  will  fight  to  be  foremost,  and  the  coo* 
srqoent  snapping  of  mif  A«rt  (nose-strings)  is  a  diie  spectacle 
for  the  rear-guard  oOicer,  who  already  foresees  the  shailes  of 
night  faat  falling  ere  his  weary  task  is  done.  In  one  or  two 
SQch  dilemmas  as  this,  the  timely  aid  of  a  fatigne-party  of  the 
20th  l*ai\iab  Infantry  with  picks  ami  sliovels  saveil  hoors  of 
delay.  It  diil  one's  heart  piml  to  witness  the  goodwill  and 
mntcttlar  rigour  with  wliich  tlieec  men  went  in  at  a  deep 
brriMl  ditch,  and  rampeil  it  in  tliree  or  ftmr  places  in  no  time. 
However,  it  in  tcarocly  junt  to  ferret  ont  this  one  weak  point 
when  we  have  in  e%*ery  respect  rccci\*e<l  the  most  lioepitable 
treatment  in  the  Amir  •  territciry,  and  every  attention  and 
ct%-ility  at  tlie  liamU  of  tlie  Amir's  olficiala. 

IlliateTer  tlie  motive,  it  is  a  fact  tliat  a  liody  of  Afghan 
cavalry  will  meet  os  tlirre  marclies  this  si«le  of  Herat  It 
may  be  tliat  tlie  Turkomans  are  ilangrrona  I  wisli,  however, 
thet  the  Knatianft  were  as  little  to  W  feared  as  tlie  Tnrko* 
mans,  ami  the  lakewarmncM  of  the  (tovemment  and  tlie  in* 
difference  of  the  Ilritiali  imldic  ai  lioth.  It  is  too  mnch  to 
hope  that  the  Tersian  (•ovemment  will  join  hands  with  the 
British  ami  Afghan.  Is  it  likely  that  a  (tovemment  that  has 
for  years  past  been  bat  a  tiiol  in  Rnasia's  handa,  wookl  now 
smldenly  reamert  its  right  of  independent  action  on  behalf  of 
ila  own  intervata  f  I  would  it  were  Ukely.  I  cannot  bni 
think  thai  a  railway  from  QucUa  ri4  Nushki  and  the  Hel* 
mond,  and  throogli  beistan  to  Kirman,  Yead,  ami  Ispahan* 
thsnce  to  some  port,  say  Alesaodrttta,  en  the  Meditcfra* 
wouU,  irrespective  of  iu  stratsgical  valne,  do  mnch  to 
re  establish  utf  waning  iniloenoe  at  the  Court  of  the  8hah. 
Henw  will  eay,  wait  till  you  get  permimtnn  from  the  8hah 
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Camp  Char  Oaiak,  12eA  X9rrw»her, 

We  are  halted  hero  to-<ln)%  and  enjoying  the  rest  well 
earned  by  our  march  of  38  miles  yesterday  from  Shcr  Ilakhsh. 
I  do  not  suppose  that  many  marches  of  38  miles  performed 
by  a  force  numbering  about  500  fighting  men,  700  followers, 
and  1800  camels,  irrespective  of  other  means  of  transport,  are 
on  record ;  and  probably  not  any,  or  at  least  few,  have  been 
carried  out  with  such  rapidity,  regularity,  and  freedom  fn>m 
loss.  It  must  be  remembered,  too,  that  this  force  liati  the  day 
before  covered  23  miles,  and  for  the  last  six  weeks  1ms  been 
doing  an  average  of  16  or  17  miles  a-day.  Tliis,  however, 
combined  with  the  excellence  of  the  grazing  at  most  of  our 
camps  from  Khwaja  AH  onwanl  (although  the  length  of  some 
of  our  marches  left  tlic  camels  but  scant  leisure  for  enjoying 
the  rich  repast  spread  Inifore  them  by  nature),  is  probably  the 
secret  of  the  power  of  endurance  and  excellent  condition 
which  enabled  all  alike,  man  and  beast,  to  undei^  the 
fatigues  of  yesterday's  march.  A  few  of  the  cavalry  horses, 
more  csixjcially  those  who,  after  a  march  of  23  miles  on  the 
lOtli,  wore  out  all  that  night  at  Sher  ISakhsh  on  picket  duty 
(the  pickets  were  doubled  there),  and  coming  off  picket 
duty  yestcrtlay  moniing,  had  to  march  38  miles  on  rear- 
guard duty — whose  backs,  in  sliort,  from  5  A.M.  on  tlic  10th 
to  11  P.M.  on  tlie  11th,  had  oulv  for  two  or  three  short  hours 
Ikjou  relieved  of  tlie  saddle  and  a  troo|)er*8  weight,  and  wlio 
(luring  that  time  had  of  course  lieen  but  irregidarly  watered 
and  fed — are  looking  somewhat  sorry  for  themselves.  The 
camels  and  mules  are  naturally  fatigued;  but  after  a  good 
and  tliorougli  rest,  and  abundance  of  food  and  good  water, 
they  will  Ihj  quite  tit  again  for  the  work  before  them.  As  for 
the  men,  from  the  senior  i)olitical  ofticcr  to  the  humblest 
follower,  ever}'  one  looks  as  spry  as  if  yesterday,  and  not  to- 
day, had  l)een  a  holiday.  This  general  air  of  contentment 
and  good  spirits  may  Ite  attributed  to  two  things:  firstly,  tlio 
sense  of  having  accomplisheil,  and  accomplishetl  well,  an  ar- 
duous task ;  secondly,  the  sense  of  enjoyment  of  rest  enlianoed 
by  a  slight  suspicion  of  lassitude. 

Ikfore  entering  into  details  about  tliis  march,  I  liav«  a 
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vmrl  or  two  to  mijr  Abotit  tlio  unattisfiictorincM  of  tlie 
armn^tetiiciiU.  Imch  as  to  wnter  and  diaUnce,  Utelj  uuulo  li]r 
Uae  Aiuir'a  offictali  for  otir  miirclica.  It  would  be  unfair  to 
throw  anjT  lilanio  on  Kaii  SnaiUud-ilin,  as  lio  ia  aa  ninch  if 
nnc  uKirc  a  atran^^cr  in  tlK*ao  parla  ilian  we  aiv.  The  man 
wlio  in  rcaponnible  for  ilic  late  iiiait;urate  rp|H»rta  about 
water  and  tltataucc.  and  for  the  iiijudicioua  ackiiion  of  onr 
cani|iin:;  •  (:toiiihU,  h  tite  collector  of  tlie  district,  a  |ieraoit 
nanteal  Mirza  Aiiiin-ulUih  Kliaii.  One  of  tlte  native  mUnfhH 
antume*!  up  liia  value  in  tlH*ae  wonU:  "He  ia  barely  worth 
the  trouble  of  hanpn^ ;  but  tluit  it  tlie  fate  he  de8er%'oa.''  ()n 
the  9th  inMant  we  started  from  Kan*i-4lasht,  as  we  under- 
stni«l,  ntt  a  march  of  17  mile«,  to  a  place  named  Har-mandal, 
iome  two  miles  west  of  Aukal  Tlie  actual  distance  proved 
to  lie  I0|  milra.  Alioiit  mid-^hij  on  the  0th,  Colonel  Ilidge- 
wsy  wa«  informed  timt  tlie  water  at  Sher  lUikli^  waa  ao 
tttiprr;nuitrti  with  aaline  |>r»|ienies  as  to  be  scarcely  drink- 
aide.  Acrofdin;:ljr,  with  a  pent  deal  of  trouble  all  tlie 
available  pticLttU  ami  mitmmki  were  filled  with  water,  and 
arranpraienta  made  for  tlieir  conveyance  to  Slier  llaklish. 
1  uill  imitaure  some  of  tlie  difhculties  attemliii;;  this  duly. 
Kintly,  tlie  pmekmU  and  m^uuLt,  which  liail  mit  been  used 
since  we  reaclieil  Khwaja  AH.  ami  hail  only  buen  occasionally 
and  partially  snskeil  ami  i^mmed,  were  f|iiite  unfit  for  im* 
mediate  uw.  Not  more  tlian  three  liours  were  available  for 
simkiti;:  them,  and  that  proveil  f|uite  insuflicieut.  However, 
bail,  piod.  or  indiflerent,  tliey  liad  to  be  filled.  Tlie  filling 
commmced  at  4  TM^  ami  it  was  10  r.M.  Ijefore  it  wna  finiahed, 
and  the  ymriwU,  J^c,  atoweil  away  in  a  room  to  protect  tliem 
from  tlie  disastrous  ellecU  of  frost  We  lukl  IT  of  froal 
at  Karrs-daslit  on  tlie  niglit  of  the  8th,  and  it  also  froae  hard 
aa  8ar-mandal  MiluU  the  fingers  of  the  nafofftunate  im* 
preased  labouren  sullered  while  dabbling  for  six  hours  in  icy 
water,  muat  be  left  to  the  imapnation.  Wood  was  ao  acaroa 
that  they  h%d  to  go  and  cut  and  collect  low  acrub  to  light  a 
ira  at  which  to  rsatore  warmth  from  time  to  time  to  thair 
Iwumlwrf  haadau  Thia  neighbourhood  ia  quite  destitute  of 
«qr  Mttwml  v^gatniwi  kigar  thaa  wmmwuud  ami  eamal* 
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thoni.  Well,  after  nil  thi.s  trouble,  it  was  found  nt  5  A.M. 
next  moniing  that  the  jmrknh  and  muamki  luid  leakeil  so 
much  in  the  night  as  to  be  almost  empty.  Only  then  was  it 
ascertained  from  some  of  our  camel-clrivers  that  for  live  or 
six  miles  after  leaving  our  camping- ground  nt  8ar-nuin<lal 
we  would  follow  the  course  of  an  irrigation  channel  full  of 
excellent  water. 

Our  march  on  the  Dth  was  10),  on  the  10th,  23  niile^ 
WHiy  were  wo  not  encamjKHl  at  the  \x)iut  where  the  road  to 
Sher  Itnkhsh  parts  com}>any  with  the  water-channel  above 
mentioned  ?  1  lad  this  been  d<»ne,  we  would  have  hail  two 
ordinary  marches  of  16  and  18  miles  rcsjiectively.  Tlic  wntcr 
collected  in  a  tank  for  us  at  Sar-mandal  was  a  dirty,  nuiddy 
mixture;  that  of  the  irrigation  channel  was  from  a  clear, 
fresh,  swiftly  running  stream.  Furthermore,  had  we  Imjch 
told  of  tlie  existence  of  the  irrigation  channel,  7>iidlti/«  and 
vmssuks  could  have  l)eon  sent  out  five  miles  abend  on  the 
evening  of  the  0th,  soaketl  nil  night  in  the  running  stream 
which  would  not  frceze,  and,  lieing  filled  at  or  even  licfore 
daybreak,  despatched  in  advance  of  the  Mission.  But  this  is 
not  the  hardest  pill  we  had  to  swallow.  AVlien  wo  reached 
Sher  JJakhsh  we  found  there  a  plentiful  supply  of  good  clear 
water,  very  slightly  tainteil  with  saline  properties,  and  which 
we  all  drank  readily.  All  this  worry  and  trouble  for  nothing. 
Wliat  was  loft  of  the  water  in  tlie  puckatn  and  muMBukt  was 
sent  on  at  2  a.m.  on  the  11th  to  a  place  said  to  lie  half-way 
between  Sher  Ikikhsh  and  Cliah  Gazak.  Lastly,  the  Afglinn 
oilicials,  by  their  inaccurate  estimate  of  the  distance  of  yester- 
day's march,  upset  ever}'lxKly's  calculations.  Had  it  been 
known  tliat  the  distance  was  38  and  not  30  miles,  wo  would 
undoubtedly  have  started  at  1  or  2  A.M.  instead  of  4.  We 
had  l>een  steadily  dascending  from  Karez-dasht,  and  at  S]R*r 
Hakhsh  it  did  not  even  freeze.  Also,  there  was  moonlight  in 
the  early  hours  of  tlie  morning,  consequently  all  was  in  favour 
of  the  earliest  possible  start,  so  as  to  reach  Chah  Gaxak  before 
nightfall.  The  survey  has  been  sadly  put  out  by  the  unex* 
pected  length  of  this  march.  In  fact,  on  its  aecoant  the 
imperative  necessity  for  this  long  march,  occasioiied  by  the 
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ahtence  of  water  and  bj  the  reported  hoetilitj  of  the  AUata 
and  Xortais,  as  well  as  the  deeiiabilitj  of  keeping  our  ap> 
pnintment  with  Sir  P.  Lnmaden  at  Knhsan  (on  the  16th 
•itimo  Colonel  lUd^^ewaj  telegraphed  to  Sir  Peter  from 
Khwaja  Ali,  and  undertook  to  meet  him  at  (thorian  on  the 
15th  instant, — we  shall  act  nail  j  meet  him  at  Kulisan  on  the 
16th :  not  bail  in  tlie  way  of  piinctaalitj),  cannot  be  too  much 
rrgrKted.  Just  as  we  wero  approaching  Herat,  the  traverse 
which  Captain  Gore  liad  up  to  this  point  carried  out  with 
a  rapidity  almost  if  not  quite  unparalleled*  was  brok«i  ofll 
Twenty -eiglit  and  a  half  miles  from  Slier  Bakhsh,  the  (ailing 
shades  of  night  compelled  him  to  abandon  plane-4al>ling ;  and 
fmm  that  point  to  Chah  Gazak  tlie  sole  record  of  distance  is 
the  peramlmlator,  which,  with  unflagging  energy,  was  wlieeled 
liy  the  subordinates  of  tlie  department  from  first  to  lasl^  I 
hare  just  learnt  that  Lieutenant  Talbot  Ium  gone  back  to-daj 
to  pick  up  tlie  line  of  tlie  traverse  at  the  point  where  it  was 
lifnken  oflT  yestenlay,  so  all  will  be  well  after  aU.  The  pres- 
ent surrey  fixes  Cliah  (tasak  at  a  pciint  about  six  miles  south* 
ea%t  of  llihri  l*ahri,  hciwerer.  is  reported  to  bo  12  miles 
fmm  liere  by  the  sliortest  road,  leading  to  the  natural  con* 
elusion  that  iVihri  is  at  present  incorrrctly  shown  on  the 
maps.  It  is  not  im|irobal4e  that  a  similar  if  not  greater 
error  aflccts  the  position  of  Herat  We  shall  know,  I  trvsl 
by  to-morrow. 

I  now  rrium,  however,  to  jrestenlay's  march  from  Shcr 
flakhsh.  The  ca%*alry  and  in&intry,  accompanied  by  the 
mule  transport,  moved  olT  punctually  at  4  jlM^  followed 
doatly  by  the  camels,  some  1500  in  all,  including  those  for 
tha  eenreyance  of  public  (bllowerSb  llelors  445  r.M.  the 
cavalry  pickets  were  withdrawn,  and  the  rear*guard  marched 
off  the  camping-ground.  The  main  body  of  the  cavalry.  ao» 
emnpamed  liy  some  of  the  politiosi  oAoers,  started  to  maidi 
stm^ickt  through.  They  reached  Chah  Gaaak  at  3  PJC^  and 
the  duty  oi  arranging  for  b<acons  and  guides  to  asstsi  the 
inlaaCry  and  baggage  in  safely  reaching  the  camp  was  in* 
trwsted  to  Mr  Mark,  assisted  by  two  native  eltortli  and  soaae 
The  inkatry,  when  within  two  or  three  miles  of  the 
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camp,  just  as  the  ni<;lit  was  closing  in,  took  a  wrong  turn, 
owing  to  the  ignorance  or  stupidity  of  their  guide,  and  found 
themselves  half  an  liour  later  unable  to  see  ten  yards  aliead, 
and  hopelessly  in  the  dark  as  to  where  the  right  road  lay. 
The  gitide,  however,  still  maintained  he  knew  exactly  where 
he  was,  and  could  conduct  us  safely  into  camp.  To  test  the 
truth  of  this  statement,  he  was  sent  on  with  a  native  officer 
and  a  guard ;  and  sure  enough,  a  few  liundrcd  yards  aliead  lie 
brought  them  to  the  top  of  a  hillock,  and  showed  them  tlie 
lights  of  the  camp  in  the  valley  below.  Tlie  threat  which  I 
heard  enunciated  rcpeatctlly  in  a  truculent  tone  by  the  guard, 
of  having  his  eyes  put  out  if  he  did  not  find  the  road  quick, 
appears  to  have  sharpened  his  wits.  Doubtless  the  obtuse 
I'arsiwan  (we  generally  get  Parsiwan  guides,  Parsiwan  camels, 
sarwnns,  lalK)urcrs,  Parsiwan  everything;  and  very  little  they 
get  in  return,  I  imagine),  unfamiliar  with  tlie  merciful  but 
firm  hand  of  British  rule,  fully  expected  that  the  threatened 
fate  would  be  his  rowanl  for  faithfully  guiding  a  body  of 
British  troops  for  38  miles.  In  the  meantime,  however,  the 
sounds  of  the  drum  and  svronais  (Uigpipes)  of  the  20th  Pan- 
jab  Infantry,  and  of  a  bugle  blown  at  inter>'als,  had  been  heard 
in  camp,  and  the  lighting  up  of  the  l)eacons  was  speedily  fol* 
lowed  by  the  arrival  of  two  native  aUachia  to  show  the  way. 
Tlie  infantry  reached  camp  a1)out  7  P.M.,  marching  in  to  tlie 
music  of  the  suronais  and  their  own  cheers,  as  gaily  as  if 
they  were  just  returning  from  a  short  route  marclt.  Yet 
these  men  had  marched  61  miles  in  37  hours,  not  to  mention 
hea\'y  guard  and  other  duties.  Major  Meiklejohu  avers  that 
they  are  quite  ready  for  another  38  miles  to-<lay.  In  tlie 
meantime  three  mounted  guides  had  licen  sent  back  to  meet 
the  baggage  and  put  stragglers  on  the  right  road.  Captain 
Heath  informs  me  that  he  found  several  followers  happily 
asleep  1)y  the  roadside  or  in  snug  comers  under  the  banka  of 
torrent-beds,  endently  prcparctl  to  make  a  night  of  it  It 
was  very  cold  last  night,  so  they  may  congratulate  themselves 
ou  having  been  prevented  from  thus  foolishly  yielding  to  the 
blandishments  of  desire  for  sleep  brought  on  by  excetsive 
fatigue.     Most  of  the  followers  were  mounted  on  camels 
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ratertAtnetl  at  Oin^  on  tho  4th  inttiint,  for  the  exprem  par* 
poae  ol  enalilin;;  UiCh  public  nml  private  followen  to  entlore 
the  fatipies  of  tliene  Ion;;  niarclies.  Tlic  distance  of  134  miles 
from  (tin;:  to  Cluih  (tank  was  done  in  aix  marches,  averaging 
22)  miles  each  day.  Hie  infantry,  with  liecoming  pride, 
tieclined  the  offer  of  a  mount  on  camels.  In  fact,  SulvuUr* 
Major  Mowk  Dnd  of  tlie  20th  Panjah  Infantry,  one  of  the 
ioent  and  most  distin^ished  native  ofliceri  in  tlie  Imlian 
snnj,  nippe«l  anj  such  idea  in  tlie  hud  by  promptly  dechur- 
ing  llial,  if  any  cme  of  his  mm  rmle  a  camel,  lie  would  foci 
it  himnrlf  tlie  wliole  38  miles.  As  a  native  officer  of  long 
sm'ice,  who  lias  fou;:ht  in  most  of  the  Indian  camiiai;:ns  of 
tlie  last  30  years  or  more,  who  lias  thrice  been  di«corated 
with  tlie  C>nler  of  Merit,  who  wears  the  Order  of  the  Med- 
jiilie.  f»f  llritisli  Imlis.  ami  of  tlie  Indian  Kmpire,  ami  wlio  is 
a  p>r«l  M»l<li«*r  ami  pi««l  msn  all  nmnd  to  U^,  his  influenoe 
in  hi«  repment  is  such  sji  few  nati%'e  officers  e%*er  oommand. 

Now,  if  it  is  con«i«U*nHl  tliat  tliis  rapidity  of  marching  has 
Icen  unatlemlcfl  liy  tlic  \f»M  of  a  single  snUlier  or  follower,  or 
even  of  a  sin;:lc  Inail.  or  (if  I  except  some  lialfHloacn  canieb 
whit-h  siiccamUHl  to  nocrs  ami  fatigue,  ami  which,  as  involv- 
iiig  m>  pecuniary  Ums  to  Ctnveniment,aro  of  no  account  wliat- 
t\rf)  tlie  almmlonntfnt  of  a  single  animal,  I  think  it  may 
fairly  1«  roocedeil  tlwit  tlie  arrangctnentfl  f<tr  tlieae  marrliei 
MttsC  liave  \iem  well  |ilanm*<l  ami  well  carrie«l  out  Moreoi'er, 
tlie  heahh  ol  tlie  wlnile  Miction  i«i  remarkably  goml.  ami  that, 
ton,  altlmugli  it  ta  tlio  gtmeral  Mivt  tliat  tlie  eMrt^  Hindu 
fnlWnrrr  canmit  face  severe  climatic  vanati«ms.  In  this  case 
he  has  Uittwn  himaelf  as  g«ini|  a  man  as  his  neighliour ;  ami  if 
we  ttcrd  to  lotik  f«*r  a  reanun  for  this,  I  would  attrilaite  it  to 
iJie  lihrrality  of  a  (H»veninient  that  provideil  them  with  warm 
4iMible-fly  tents,  unstintetl  warm  clothing,  ami,  in  adilitioo  to 
tlwtr  otdtnary  ratkm,  |  lU  ol  meat  daily,  as  well  as  tea,  sugar, 
fwfli,  aad  tobacco  occaakmally.  The  issue  of  these  ad<litioiial 
cfvatm  OlMnfofia,  of  course,  entailed  a  great  deal  of  extra 
week  €•  the  couuuiaaariat.  Yet  amid  all  the  fatigues  of  long 
oUigiag  them  often  to  week  long  after  sunset  to 
IImv  allotted  tAska,  no  depaitmenl  with  the  llmkrn 
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has  more  efticiently  done  its  duty,  and  nothing  could  surpass 
the  willingness  of  its  chief  and  his  subonlinatcs  to  comply 
with  every  reasonable  demand  made  at  reasonable  hours.  If, 
when  unreasonable  demands  were  made  at  unreasonable  hours, 
they  iwint-blank  declined  to  attend  to  them,  they  were  Imt 
upholding  their  old  just  right  to  reasonable  consideration. 
List  night  neither  Major  Rind  nor  his  sulKmlinates  detailed 
for  the  issue  of  rations  retireil  to  rest  until  the  rear-guard 
came  in  at  eleven  o'clock,  and  every  man  and  lieast  that 
wanted  rations  had  got  them.  I  must  not  omit  to  mention 
that  the  convoy  of  reserve  stores  in  charge  of  Uessaldar-Majnr 
]Jaha-ud-din  and  an  Afglian  escort  followed  close  on  the  f<iot- 
steps  of  our  rear-guanl,  and  were  all  in  camp  Iwforo  midnight 
Wc  are  only  too  prone  to  soolV  at  the  laxity  of  discipline  ami 
inonicicncy  of  the  Afghan  tnK>i>cr ;  but  in  this  case  he  shovre<l 
hinisolf  not  unworthy  of  iiis  hire,  if  indeed  he  gets  any.  AVith 
regard  to  Kessaldar- Major  Raha-ud-din,  it  suflices  to  say  tliat 
since  tlie  time  that  he  brought  dow*n  a  train  full  of  Mission 
stores  fnun  Umballa  to  Kindli  (^^Ist  August)  to  the  present, 
he  has  throughout  shown  himself  to  lie  an  ollioer  of  excep- 
tional energy,  cheeriness,  and  practical  crmimon-sensc,  Tlie 
reconl  of  this  march  is  further  of  interest  an<l  importance  as 
sliowing  the  great  mobile  jmwer  of  gooil  Indian  tnKips.  If 
a  force  couijxKsed  mostly  of  camp-followers,  provide<l  with 
camel  trans]>ort,  and  hamj>ored  with  imj^ffUmfnta  of  all  sort*, 
can  march  22  miles  a-day,  what  couhl  not  a  brigade  or  division 
of  native  troops,  lightly  e<iuipped,  and  with  mule  and  |K)ny 
transiv)rt,  perform  \ 

It  now  remains  to  give  a  brief  description  of  the  country 
we  have  traverscfl  since  then.  I^c^aving  Zebkin,  a  purely 
Tarsiwan  settlement,  we  passed  into  the  countr}'  of  the  Xur- 
7.ais  and  Alizais.  These  trilK's,  acconling  to  the  statements  of 
the  Afghan  otlicials  to  whom  the  safety  and  guidance  of  the 
Mission  is  intrusted,  view  unfavounibly  the  jiassagc  of  a  force 
conn>oscd  of  races  whom  they  reganl  as  lioth  by  nation- 
ality and  religion  antagonistic  to  themselves,  through  their 
territory.  It  is  therefore  in  order  nf»t  unduly  to  arouse 
their  political  and  fanatical  antiiMithies  that  the  Mission  has 
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A%^lofl  the  tnAin  t%m\  from  Famh  to  KAodAlmr,  and  followed 
A  route  fmrnllel  to  it.  And  skirtin;;  Uie  western  edge  of  tlie 
dtsinci  inhiibitetl  bjr  tliem.  Tlio  chief  politicul  officer  of  tlie 
MiMion  wmi  oMetl  upon  to  cliooie  between  two  altemattvee : 
that  ol  A  good  roAil  aimI  eAftj  mArches.  with  tlie  ehAnce  of  the 
iarinlAl4e  cliAncter  of  tlie  Mitsion  being  rudely  encroAched 
Ml ;  An«l  thAt  of  An  indifferent  roAd  Ami  long  WAterleet  niArches, 
And  compATAtive  tecuritjr  from  Anj  Itostile  Attempt.  A  choice 
between  two  euU,  no  tlonU;  but  the  result  proves  tliAt  the 
cbfiice  fell  on  tlie  lesner  one. 

<  hi  the  7th  we  nwrclicil  17  miles  from  Zelikin  to  HAngbur. 
Ke^-m  milr*  fmm  Zelikin  wo  entere«l  the  AnAnlnni  lti«s, 
thmtigli  which  flows  a  ciHuiiflemble  strcAm  tliAt  irrigAtes  the 
pinlcns  which  cover  Almost  tlie  entire  length  And  brcntlth  of 
tlie  pA«i.  A  Unit  A  mile  from  tlie  southern  entnuice  to  tlie 
pA%«,  in  A  wiilc  Iviy  under  tlio  prucipitoiis  mountnin- range 
whii'li  f«inii4  its  western  boumUiry,  is  sitUAtc«l  tlie  town  of 
AiiAnbirA.  Tlie  uAuie  sppArentlj  lueAns  "  tlio  \*Ale  of  tlie 
pt^fM-gnnMle***  Wlietlirr  or  not  tluit  inrticuUr  fniit  aUniimIs 
tlim-,  I  caniKK  my ;  Imt  this  1  csn  SAy,  tluit  in  few  pUce*  in 
iVrMA  nf  AfgliAni«tAn  lisve  I  seen  such  a  lArge  Aren  (»f  soil 
€lr%i4r«l  Alitimt  cxcliiiMvcly  to  the  cnltivAtion  of  fntit*tn3rsL 
I  mtilil  not  l*ut  n*grft  that  tlio  Utenesn  of  tlio  senson  pnv 
ventcvl  as  f««iuiitg  mi  o|Hnioii  ctf  tlie  mcntA  of  tlio  fruits  of 
Ansrikirs.  Tlie  aImviicv  (tf  UloMmm,  ami.  in  most  oasoa,  of 
IrATrs  on  the  trrct.  hunIc  it  difficult  lo  nxngnise  tlio  sfiocieA. 
The  fawdiAr  tkmk-imi  (mnllicrry)  was  tlK*re  in  AbamlAnre.  but 
nnc  A  truer  of  a  vinrysnl  At  2chkin  wo  ImahI  a  goml  ikul 
Al«wt  sume  sm-ieiit  insrripliaiis  Ami  renuiins  of  intetosi  to  lio 
Aem  tn  the  t«iwn  «»f  AnnnlAnL  Thoae  wlio  visited  tliem,  liow« 
•ver,  oonskkivil  tlie  inscriiHioiis,  which  wore  in  IVrsiAn  And 
Afnbk,  to  be  nut  mors  thnn  200  or  300  yenra  okL  Tliem  is 
ottt  diAractenstic  (»f  thAt  sweet  vaIo,  iHtwevor.  which,  f«ir  simto 
tMM  lo  onme  At  leAst«  will  tuAke  us  aII  shirer  At  tlie  mere 
inetirm  of  AnAnUrm,  Ami  tliAt  is  tlie  bitter  north-west  wind 
vkkl^  l4owing  down  iu  nArnnr  gorge  with  a  foroe  witich 
mmj  be  rnwessntul  in  the  terms  (velocaty  of  wind  x  eontmo- 
IMI  of  dmnnelX  cUUed  no  to  the  very  amrrow,  nod  pinched 
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our  features  into  scarce  recogiiisaUle  fonus.  Oblinons  of  its 
\valle<l  orchanls,  at  other  times  suj^gcstivo  of  luscious  goKleu 
apricots  and  nMl^lieekwl  downy  ixsaches,  dark-i>urple  plums 
veilctl  in  a  rich  hloom,  and  white-heart  cherries,  whose  blend- 
\\\^  tints  put  the  fairest  Saxon  complexion  to  the  blush,  not 
to  add  apples,  pears,  and  quinces ;  regardless  of  the  pundenr 
of  tlie  rugj^ed  frownin^;  clilFs  that  tower  aloft  on  cither  siile, 
almost  cursinj^  the  pure  clear  streamlet  lieneath  our  horses' 
feet  for  Imikinj^  so  cruelly  and  ruthlewly  cold, — we  press  blindly 
forwanl,  animated  hut  hy  <mc  hope,  that  of  escaping  fnmi  this 
;,'or;;e  ami  its  hitter  hitinj;  blasts.  We  envy  but  one  thing* 
and  that  is  the  snu;;  ]>osition  of  tlie  densely  imcked  town, 
with  its  loojiholcHl  walls,  cosily  ensciuicctl  in  a  Iwy  where  tlie 
wind  careers  hannlessly  |Mist  it.  Ves;  the  ftmnder  of  tliis 
settlement  knew  what  he  wiis  alnmt.  Possibly  ho  built  his 
(irst  villa;;e  in  the  middle  of  the  valley:  if  he  di<l.  Til 
;;\iarnntee  that  the  iii»rth-west  wind  very  wion  taught  him  the 
vahie  «if  the  hay  nmler  the  western  mountain-Kido,  which,  one 
Wdidd  think,  nature  had  created  expressly  for  the  jmriMwo  (if 
renderinj^'  a  spot  so  fertile  and  yet  so  martyris4Hl  by  violent 
win«ls,  habitable  by  man.  The  windmills  lien»,  as  well  as 
tliose  at  /elikin,  ]»rove  the  ;;ener»l  prevalence  of  the  north- 
west wind,  of  which  the  structure  (»f  the  windmills  of  .Tuwain 
and  Panjdeh  were  an  almost  infallible  indication.  II10  only 
diM'erence  in  construction  lM>twe(*n  the  mills  of  Ananlnm  and 
tlios(>  of  .luwain  consisted  in  this,  that  the  northern  or  Imck 
wnll  was  at  right  an;:les,  and  not  at  an  oblique  angle  (as  I 
remarked  in  a  recent  letltM),  and  that  the  oiKMiing  at  the 
north-east  angle  was  either  entirely  built  up,  or  was  nqdnciMl 
in  some  cases  by  a  narrow  orifice  in  ihceentn*  of  the  northern 
widl.  In  all  cases,  tin' ojiening  at  the  north-west  corner  nd* 
mittcMl  tli(*  wind  that  set  the  sails  in  motion.  The  inhabitants 
of  Ananlara  are  mostly  Tajiks  or  Pai-siwans,  with  a  sumll  ad- 
niixturc  of  Xurzais  and  Sakzais.  Tin'  hilttninr,  ur  headman, 
i^  also,  I  was  informed,  a  Tajik.  Ananlara  is  s|M»ken  of  in  all 
the  country  round  as  a  place  of  some  connuen*ial  iniportiinocb 
1  met  sevend  ntmmit  toi/fujcim  fnuu  this  town  At  Piiigdeh, 
lu'ur  Juwain.     One  of  them  assuretl  me  that  Auanlam,  •!• 

I 
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Ibm^h  A  Ciikl  plAce,  wiui  mivljr  tmaUcil  Ujr  wimk    IIo  mttMi 

have  Ufti  iiii  mc*ymiti\Av/rttteHf;  ainI  yet  I  iliti  iHii  mtcli  a 

Meny  twinkle  in  litu  ryo,  iHir  «li<l  I  m«  liim  wink  at  liU 

l<^icher  jtiuntf*yNk*n.    CVrtainly  tlie  nntivca  of  tlie  cliatrici  we 

liave  travemcil  Mnco  wc  Mi  QiicUa,  if  they  excel  in  no  oClier 

att,  innle,  |imfeM»ioti,  or  M*ivnit«,  are  alwolutely  unc<|ualleil  in 

the  nolile  "art  of  lyin^.**     1  trust  tlmt  the  ollicrn  of  tlio 

latelli^sence  lli*|«irtnient  are  cinly  carvful  ti>  aeaMm  all  tlie 

itateiHient*  ami  inf<<ination  tlK*y  cull  in  thin  neiKhlmnrlHiinl 

with  a  lil«*ral  infunion  of  salt.    Acconltn;^  to  my  ex|iericnce, 

the  l^rai  fecei|ila  f«>r  com|«oan«lin};  tlie  cmence  of  truth  from 

the  tnatrrial  at  our  Ui^pnaal  in  theae  imrta,  ia  to  nrflect  aa 

M«rh  fif  this  ntat€*rtal  a^  |HMiailile  from  (liflTerent  ■otircva,  amal« 

punate  it,  and  tlicn  acce|ii  tlie  mean  result  aa  tlie  neareai 

ap|if««M'h  to  truth.     My  uninipeaclialily  veracioua  informant 

al«Mtt  the  Ananbra  wirNla,  or  mtlier  aliMcnce  of  wimU.  ttate<l 

thai  the  pirrivm  of  Lish  coniit»tetl  of  :\0  Aij^lmn  militiamen. 

The  actual  utren^rth  in  200. 

Thne  is  a  small  ff»rt  at  San^liur  ami  a  htrr:,  Tlie  mule 
fmn  San;:liur  to  Karvi-^la^ht  ('J.'t  miles)  tra%-crii(*«  a  tract  per* 
fertly  tnmicent  of  cultivali«m.  Seven  miles  frtim  San^lmr  the 
nfltol,  leaving  an  ohl  fort  perrlieil  in  a  stitm;*  pi«iiti«in  on  an 
iaolateil  nfMiml  to  tlie  west.  entrr<  a  tieftle  simie  ten  or  twelve 
asthw  tn  Irn^rth.  In  this  ilefile  was  vuil4e  tlie  line  of  an  c»kl 
AwfTf  rallnl.  "Karei-t-khiyariar** — Anffin^,  '*  (  ucumi vr*pir- 
^rw-Wk."  (I  hope  my  remlen  km>w  the  ff*n\  nM  YorksJiire 
weH  "heck."  The  iVrstan  ori;nnal  lias  a  smoi4h  eu|iliony 
that  tiriea  imitation  in  an  I'ln^^lish  translatkm.)  Tliis  Imttm 
ia  BOW  choked  up  except  in  two  pita,  whence  travelkaa  and 
cataTaiM  still  diiain  aa  almmlant  supply  of  water.  The  lux* 
wiaat  pwwth  of  fatten  rushes  ami  irraaaea  in  each  of  the  okl 
rhakil'Up  piu  shows  that  tlie  water  ia  still  trickling  alonK 
hoMoth  tho  ooiL  taao  cky  when  proapofity  lutufna  to 
Woslam  Afg!*aniatan — i^  when  a  Ikitiah  (or  tiiaiaB  0  ff^" 
ipioa  Horat»  and  a  llritiah  railway  opena  up  the  com* 
aad  afrieukufal  rsoouroaa  of  thia  eonntiy— ihia  imna 
wM  mm  MOfu  bo  opoaad  up»  and  tho  cwe«mbar4«la  that  aio 

wiU  oMo  Mfu  boaiwUqr.    Huadoilo  is 
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very  rich  in  excolloiit  lircwo<Ml,  Tliero  is  im  olil  iVrMinn  wrw 
wliicli  runs  thus,  "  llalj;  o  Uiilnt.  kliiiijak  <»  tin,"  n*i>ivm*iitiii;: 
the  four  favonriU!  kinds  of  (IniWtNMl  in  u.se  in  IVrMia.  7/if/y  is 
ft  h>w  thorny  sliruh  with  u  rvd  \h*rry,  coninionly  sihmi  in  ihiji 
oonntry,  os])i»tially  in  dry  torrent-lMsK  Khinjak  im  the  7'm- 
tavhio  rahnilra,  and  is  oonnnon  all  over  Af^hnniMtan  nn<l  IVrsiii 
in  niountainons  districts.  TiU  w  tin;  connnnii  mnllierry- 
tree.  J»(if;f  and  Huijtik  alMnind  in  lhi«  dolilo:  su  wc  at 
h'ast  liavo  the  wiicrcwithal  to  hid  driianci*  t(»  Uio  ni;:ht1y 
frosts.  At  /chkin  we  hail  <»no.  doj^rins  of  fnwt,  at  Snn<(lHir 
sovcral  dc;^rocs,  and  at  Kare/.-daHht  we  reachtsl  the  nmxiiutim 
f>f  oUiven  (h'f^ret's.  When  the  cavalry  riMchisl  Sar-ninndal, 
near  Ankal,  at  0  a.m.  (»n  the  9th  instant,  they  found  the 
tank  for  waterin;^  animals  covered  with  a  thick  eiMit  of  ice. 
Since  then,  we  liave  l>een  descen<lin«^  as  rapidly  iw  we  lieforc 
ascen«led  fnun  din;;  to  the  top  of  the  watcrshwl,  three 
or  four  miles  south  of  Kaivz-dasht,  and  for  the  la.st  two 
nijits  the  thermometer  has  not  reconksl  a  fall  to  freozin:;- 
lM)int.  The  elevation  of  the  top  of  the  waterslietl  aUive 
referred  to  is  alK)ut  .'>500  feet,  whereas  Herat  is  alwut  1000 
feet  lower. 

Ki-om  the  Dasht-i-liahus  onwanls  we  have  daily  s<H*n, 
pitched  near  the  walls  c»f  a  villa^^e  or  jxirchetl  away  on  the 
slopes  at  the  f<M»t  of  some  hill-ran;;e,  the  hlack  tents  of  those 
l>astoral  nomatls  wjjo  everywhere  in  Tersia  are  termed  **  Iliat/* 
and  hereahouts  "Aimak."  These  two  terms  indicate  the 
<H*cupation  and  nHMh>  (»f  life,  not  the  trilw  or  rac^e,  of  tliexe 
rovin;;  she])herds.  The  latter  name  is  apt  to  lead  to  the  8U|>» 
IHtsition  that  these  nomads  are  mendiers  of  the  Cliahar  Aiuiaks 
(damsliidis,  Fini/.kuhis,  Taimanis,  llazanis)  near  Herat;  l»iit 
it  is  n()t  so.  On  the  contn\ry,  many  of  them  are  Afghans  of 
the  Xurzai  and  Alizai  triU\s,  while  others  arc  Parsiwans. 
Tliey  own  lar^^e  Hocks  aufl  henls,  l»esidcs  camels  and  donkeys, 
and  oecasionally  till  the  soil.  Around  the  old  fort  at  Karez- 
dasht  were  a  nnnd>er  (»f  fields  of  youn;;  wheat  springing;  up, 
the  result  of  the  a;,Ticultural  lalionrs  of  the  nomads  of  tlie 
Valley.  Now,  ha\in«5'  seen  the  wheat  spring  up,  they  all, 
except  one  or  two  families  left  behind  to  tend  and  irrigate  the 
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cf«i|s  mij^nite  Bniiiliwanl  wiili  their  fl^k^  uml  lienb  to  ;:nuBe 
M  A  wumter  cliiiie,  rftoniin;:  in  »|trins  in  time  to  pitlier  tn 
tlie  lument  In  the  IkHIcaI  pnrt  of  tlie  MUiiiiter  tliene  iionuitlji, 
A«  well  9k%  ituin}'  l*atltan^  lleliirliiA,  nml  Brahui^  inlmliiting 
%ilk;T<  fiirtlM*r  nontli,  nii^n^te  into  the  hilU,  uml  Hml  ;:niiin^ 
for  tlieir  nlK^ep  and  ffnln  Anton;;  the  rti;:;^.*(l  rorku  wlicn  tlie 
plains  \<Anm  are  cliy  and  acorxrhiiL  T\%\n  ciiuntnr,  at  len«t  to 
tlir  Knropcan  eyi*.  ]wn  mii  Iwvn  eiMlowc«l  with  any  licaiitj  or 
%*anflr  of  f«mi.  or  rlotlinl  in  tliom*  external  attriliutea,  auch 
•«  f«in*^4  ainl  wcwulu,  f*iir  ^p.*vt\  fiohU  atnl  |Mir]>le  lM*ath«,  which 
iMtttn*  lia^  U*«*n  |ile<i^*«l  to  l^^tow  on  nii*n*  fAV<»tirc«l  clinie^; 
Imt.  after  all.  may  iHit  in<e  in  landArapr,  a«  well  a9  in  <HlH«r 
l««nii<  ol  l««anty,  l«  rallier  fr-^ilatc^l  hy  tlw  MviK»ry  to  which 
wf  an*  lialHtiiatt*«l '  WIhi  known  Imt  tliat  tlie  Af;:lian  prrfera 
hi*  liiiH*«4<»iie  ainl  ;n^ntte  in<Nintain>mii;ri*^  ami  hia  lutiwii 
arruUhy  natixe  licath  to  tlie  iiia;niifH*<*nt  wnhire  ami  fertiki 
|»l«in4  fif  Kiin>|ie  f  Tlieae  ni;s:i<«l  ran;:^  in  tlie  ni«lily  |d«*w 
tliat  |ift<reilea  nunri^e  arc  Mti;nilarly  |»ictnrr<u|iir.  It  in  a  «i;:lii 
Worth  •cein;:.  tlnMC  ibrk  ia;;«;r«l  |H»aka  and  iiMlcnlcil  n<l;^*^  lit 
np  in  tlie  «enii-4lirkne«i  of  early  ilawn  l*y  a  iiiaridhMM  p»l<h«ii 
r>^l  flii%h.  in  which  evcr^-  ti<«»k  and  crannv.  r%i*rv  •i*iir  ami 
ri«l;T.  e%erT  ;?»ryi*  and  ;nilly.  i*  ilirown  into  n*li<*f.  1|owr%i*r, 
I  rrally  canmif  aay  tliat  tlie«e  nia*«i«  r»f  tm|»-n«(  k  ami  liine- 
•l#«ie  lia^e  a  «in'^k*  attractive  ft*atiirr  at  ofln^r  liiiiea. 

Aakal.  m*ar  fihi<>h  we  cm*niii|ii^l  ««n  the  !Hli.  i«  a  larpo 
%ilL*;5*  vnwe  20  tniU*n  w«^  of  Salguwar.  It<i  talk*y  i<i  aaid  to 
l«*  fiateffnl  fnnu  tlie  A«lni*kan  rivrr.  which  flow^  |iaat  Saloea- 
war.  Aniaml  tlie  xilki;^*  a  laryi*  an*a  ta  umler  cnlti%ati«iii.  ami 
titr  %«llry  IvHwrrn  it  ami  Snlixawar  ta  al««i  atmkU^I  with 
%ilb;:r« ;  ami  fi  here  tliere  afe  t  illap**,  tlirfe  alao  mil  he  ffiuml 
rwlti%alnl  bmU  lUit  l^rtween  Aukal  ami  Chah  ftajak,  a 
tli«<jUKV  ol  61  iaiik*<i,  I  diil  iiol  aee  one  aquare  f<Mit  ol  anil 
Wtoler  ctihiTatioii,  m*r  tk»  f  recollect  •eetn;;  a  ain;;te  munatra 
teat  The  fakt  it,  tliere  i<i  m>  water  throii;;hout  thu  tmct 
rierf4  at  f^f  Ilakh«li.  where  tlic  water,  ali;:litly  aaliiie,  laaiiea 
Mit«rallj  frmn  tli«  ami.  (Hi  I  lie  »ide  of  a  ntound  near  thta 
mwUf  I  ivMarkeil  a  few  irrmvea,  ami  I  think  the  tof)  ol  the 
cmwBeil  l>y  a  ti^rmi  (MohamiMilan  alinne),  htti 
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without  a  fnkir.  In  fact,  no  livinj;  Iwinj?  seems  to  haunt  this 
wilderness,  nor  did  we  meet  any  travellers.  l\y  the  hy  we  did 
sec  water  at  one  i>lace  some  seven  or  eij^ht  miles  south-west 
of  Cliah  Gazak.  Some  shallow  pits  had  lieen  dug  in  the  bcil  of 
a  torrent,  and  water  ha<l  collected  therein.  As  my  horse  re- 
fused to  touch  it  after  a  .•^0-mile  march,  it  must  have  lieea 
soinewliat  unpalatable.  This  tract  of  61  miles  in  length  c«»n- 
sists  of  a  series  of  undulating;  ranges  of  hil1oc>ks,  intersected 
by  several  plains  of  small  extent  In  the  distance  to  the 
nortli  or  north-west  stfxnl  up  the  I)u-sliakh  mngi\  so  called 
frtMu  a  double  peak  near  its  centre.  At  Chah  Gazak,  the  two 
]H'aks  as  seen  from  the  east  apjH^ar  hut  as  one.  At  Cthorian 
iv'iuu  we  sliall  see  ImiIIi.  At  Chah  Gazak  there  is  a  small 
fort,  a  kairz,  and  a  negleetetl  garden.  I  sjiw  no  sign  of  culti- 
vation. Tlie  water  is  gcnxl.  It  is  prtdwhly  merely  an  ont|Mist 
lield  by  Al^ban  irregulars.  There  we  first  tasted  the  fruits 
of  Herat — ap]»les,  melons,  grajies,  ]Nimegninates,  pears,  ami 
(iniiuTs.  Tbe  two  lirst  were  excellent,  as  also  the  gra|ics, 
wbirb,  however,  do  not  impn»ve  by  kiH'ping.  Tliese  gra|)es 
were  probably  rut  fn»m  the  vine  two  mouths  ago.  They  eat, 
bowevor,  1»etter  than  they  hiok.  The  skins  of  m«ist  have 
from  keejnng  turned  of  a  brownish  cobiur,  but  the  tlavuiir 
lias  not  mucli  deteriorated.  Other  kinds,  again,  look  as  fresh 
as  if  tbey  bad  just  iK'en  cut  from  the  vine.  The  apples  are 
said  to  come  from  Masldiad. 

To-morrow  we  march  to  Talira,  and  on  tbe  14th  to  Zinda* 
Jan.  si»mc  :'.0  miles  west  of  Herat,  where  Sanlar  Mahonieil 
Sarwar  Klian,  Naib  ul-bukuma,  (Jovernor  of  Herat,  meets  us. 
Ht»\vcvor,  of  tliis,  an«l  of  all  we  see  of  Herat,  I  will  write 
hereafter. 

Camp  H\r/.\NAK,  near  (fM<)Ri\x,  1S(A  JVortnWr. 

It  sci^ms  hanl  to  ]»ass  near  Herat,  and  to  l»e  cou.Htrainetl  to 
content  one's  self  wiili  a  view  of  its  walls,  but  faintly  looming 
t)inin;4b  the  illtimed  veil  of  mist  that,  on  the  l.'Uli  and  14th 
instant,  tbe  only  days  when  we  were  within  eyeshot  of  the 
ciiy,  sottleil  on  tbe  facu  of  the  valley,  and  cfVectually  olwcurcil 
it  from  our  sight.  On  the  morning  vf  the  UUh  wo  inoveil  on 
l*abra,  following  a  route  whose  cireuitousness  would  ceitainljT 
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luire  nuide  tli«  ancient  Ronuin.  with  hiM  preililcctions  in  favoor 
ol  short  ctitK  over  hill  iin<l  dnlo.  open  hi«cjct  in  wonder  at  tlie 
oUnneneM  of  a  race  tluit  decnis  two  tidcn  of  a  trian^^le  lest 
lluin  tlie  thinl.  It  is  true  that  the  thinl  sitle  of  tlio  triangle 
urns  rr|ioflc«l  to  lie  a  defile  ilifttcult,  if  noc  int|«8saMe,  for 
camels.  Tlie  road  rid  this  defile  was  mit  nioiv  tlmn  10  or  11 
miles  in  len{*th.  Tahra  licin«:  situated  about  nortli  \*y  west 
frmn  diali  Cnjuik.  Tlic  roa«i  we  artually  to«ik  was  ineasuretl 
17|  miles  hj  tlie  f»iirvc)'.  It  fimt  mn  ftlightl}*  north  ot  west 
f(ir  sUiut  nine  milt*^,  then  Mnick  niirthward  for  a  couple  of 
mile^  ami  finallr  nuide  oflf  north-eaMwnrd  to  INilini.  Sliortly 
after  leax  in;*  cniiip  I  went  off  to  a  hill  some  fmir  niik*^  ii<*rth* 
w<-»t  i»f  Chnh  <ia/ak.  to  see  if  I  could  ^t  a  si^ht  of  tliv  citjr 
smi  %'slli*j  of  llcmt.  ArrivrtI  nt  the  summit,  I  saw  a  |«iitjr 
of  litmiiitnl  Af^lmii«  with  s<*vcnil  caiiH*U,  jtint  lielow  me, 
tnkiii*^  iIk?  ulnirt  rut  to  rnhm.  It  was  this  si;*lil  which  Ivil 
me  ti»  suniii«««*  tliat  tlie  dance  of  I7|  inili-^  which  we  were 
U'in:;  h^l  ws«  sumewlist  uiineix*ii>iiirv.  Fn»m  thin  hill  I  was 
|irevrnt<««l  fn»m  mvin^  tlie  city  of  llerTit  itM-lf  hy  a  soiia*wliat 
hi;:lirr  niii;:i*  ihtcTxciiiii;:.  I  oliUiiicil.  however,  an  exci*lk*ut 
\iew  (»f  tlie  %ilHi|e  xdlh'V  we^  of  tin:  <  ity.  to  a  |ioiMt  where  an 
outlyin;:  »|*ur  of  tlie  lhi*<»hakh  niii;,v  (ralle«I  Kuh-i  kuftar 
KluiO.  running  from  south  vK-st  to  north-eaM,  alMits  on  tlie 
llari  l%ml.  ami  iit*ver«  tlie  llerst  %  alley  priffier  fn»in  tin*  valh*/ 
«i|  (tlH«rijiii  sihI  Kuh«4iu.  Snith  and  eA%t  I  hiokdl  o\i»r  the 
1«mai|  uiiduUtiti;*  plain  traverinl  hy  iie\ersl  low  ruti*^:ei«  o| 
lull*,  tlw  srrtie  of  mir  SS-mile  niAnh.  «m  tlie  11th.  fn*m  Sher 
lUkh^i  to  C'iMih  Ctaxak.  Ka^twanl  tlie  d<Hihle  |«iwk  of  tlw 
Kuh-i  du-%ltakh  (llie  twulHmi  mnpr)  apprareil  an  Imt  one; 
mlirfem«  fn^ii  tin*  Mnitli  at  sln-r  lUkliUi.  or  frtna  tiM*  m»rtli  at 
itimUian  ami  lUoMiiak.  tlie  two  |iraks  are  distinctly  \t»il4e. 
FatUn;;  tt»  pH  a  |:limpike  of  Herat  itself,  I  maile  for  anoilicr 
htU.  snme  iwu  of  tiirve  miles  to  tlie  wei»t,  wliere  I  fouml  i*ap- 
iaia  <Kwr  with  a  siir\ey-|«rty  IdtAtly  enpi;^!  in  |iuttin)«  the 
proMiAent  itfunts  <»f  ilie  \ alley  <»f  Herat  ami  tiie  surrtiumiii^ 
raiipiw  €m  |ai|ier.  With  tlie  atiii«tance  c»f  an  nnttsually  intelU* 
pml  aad  wilhnj;  pmie,  a»d  a  |aiir  of  hwocwUfi^  we  suooeeileii 
ki  4iaoenuaK  !|inMigh  tiie  alrsftdjr  thickminf  miai  tiie  aovlli 
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and  west  walls  of  the  city.  Tlie  south-west  an<;le  was  dis- 
cernible with  tolerable  clearna<vs,  and  an  edifice,  wliich  after- 
wanls  proved  to  be  the  citadel,  was  dimly  distinpiislmblc 
All  else  was  last  in  a  fog.  The  eastern  end  of  the  valley,  ex- 
cept in<;  the  distant  ran^^es  that  hem  it  in,  was  wra|)|icd  in  a 
cloud  of  white  vapour;  but  the  centre,  lyin}»  south  of  tlie 
city,  whicii  is  situateil  at  the  fix»t  of  the  nin;^  bonndin*;  tlie 
valley  to  tlie  nortli,  with  its  a1in<ist  ccmntless  >illaj»es,  fiirts, 
and  «;ardens  (I  cannnt  add  fields,  liecanse,  althon^h  actually 
thorc,  they  were  at  this  seas<»n,  when  the  crojis  arc  cither  oidy 
just  sown  or  just  |xjerin^  alcove  the  soil,  invisible  at  a  dis- 
tance), lM>re  testimony  to  its  fertility,  and  to  the  dejjrce  of 
pros]>crity  it  nii'^ht  attain  under  a  sUddeand  peaceful  govcm- 
nicnt.  The  absence  of  jjreen  crop  and  the  iKircncss  of  llie 
trees  roblK^l  llie  laudscain*  at  our  feet  of  that  luxuriance  of 
vonhirc  wlncli  1ms  Ik'cu  tlie  theme  of  the  i*e\\  of  some  pre- 
vious Euroi>can  travellers.  Still,  any  one  who  h.is  seen  tlie 
valley  of  tlie  Ar;^l)andab  and  the  vicinity  of  Kandahar  in 
sprin^^-tinie,  when  the  rrtbi  (sprin;:)  crops  arc  ri|icnin^,  and 
the  orchards  are  a  mass  of  variej^te<l  bhtssom  and  btidding 
leaves,  can  realise  wliat  the  vallev  of  Herat  must  l>c  at  the 
same  season.  Its  len;;th  may  l>e  some  50  miles,  and  its 
breadth  al)out  20,  watered  tlirouj^diout  by  the  Ilari  Kud.  Tlic 
purity  and  excellence  of  the  water  of  that  river  have  drawn 
wnnis  of  praise  from  earlier  visitors;  and  as  I  first  drank  a 
deep  drau;,'ht  from  it  towanls  the  clase  of  a  thirHty  march  of 
30  miles,  I  am  prepared  to  fully  endorse,  if  not  to  enhance, 
their  encomiums.  The  western  end  of  the  valley  is  much 
more  sparsely  iidiabite<l  and  cultivate<l  than  the  centre — ^not, 
however,  from  auy  scarcity  of  water  for  irrij^ation.  On  tins 
cniitrary,  as  one  journeys  wcstwanl  to  Zindajan,  Ghorian,  and 
Ilauzanak,  one  cn»sscs  a  series  of  canals  of  pn^eatcr  or  less 
width,  which,  in  the  a^p*ej;ate,  drain  off  a  very  lar^  liody  of 
water  from  tiie  still  stronj^-flowin;;  stream  of  the  Hari  KwL 
In  addition  to  the  inhabitants  f»f  villages,  a  considerable  popu- 
lation dwell  in  gizhdis,  as  the  black  tents  used  by  the  pastoral 
nomads  of  Persia  and  Afghan ist^ui  are  termed.  These  nomads 
are  popularly  sicken  of  as  "  the  iKjople  with  their  hooaes  oo 
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ibeir  backs**  or  "  ili«jr  who  dwell  in  libick  abmkii.''  Thtm 
fidktiU  one  wet  iu  ever}*  xMsy  arouiMl  Utni^  and  in  the 
\m\ley  o(  Herat  itself  tlieir  number  it  lepon.  Tlie  tent  it 
enoiCnicteil  of  a  ociarw  blanketing  made  «f  camel  or  goats' 
hair,  ftu|>piirtetl  on  rou);h-cut  stakoa  nonie  six  feet  in  height. 
The  chinks  at  tlie  comers  and  tlie  o|ieti  s|iaces  between  the 
bottoot  of  tJie  bhinkeUng  ami  the  grouml  are  closed,  at  kasl 
in  this  chilly  wratlier,  by  bags  of  grain  and  other  articles  o( 
fcH«lHia|»|ily  used  by  tlie  occii|iants. 

Tlie  tillage  t>f  iVihra.  which  lies  aliout  twenty  miles  scmtli* 
we^  cif  Herat,  is  a  airi«isity  of  its  kimt  It  is  a  |ierfcct  little 
lteclii%e.  thi  a  low  sfiur  to  tlie  mirth  of  it  stands  tlie  Ziarat* 
i-MulU  Alijah,  ami  from  this  |ioint  'Hie  can  look  thiwn  int«>thi« 
€|ita<lningular  nest  of  dtmu^s.  Imagine  several  hundteils  of 
small  hiw  mml  iUinM*s,  chwH*ly  girt  nrouml  liy  f<Mir  si>litl  walls 
«*l  mml  iH  mml  1*nck.  Tliat  narrow  tlH»n*iiglifan<a  must  exist 
i«  a  crrtsiiity.  Imt  so  namtw  arc  tlM*y  tliat  tlie  eye  mnmit 
tlHect  tlirir  %ilierral«iuts.  Tlie  inliabitants.  1  was  inf«»niicd, 
were  a  mi^tiin*  of  iVifmliaiA,  IWinikiais,  Taimanis,  Tahuris, 
ami  Tsjik«.  Tlie  entire  qnadmnguhir  nntk  of  d<aiies  apiH^annl 
tci  1v  n»m|««nl  i»f  a  numU*r  fif  stiinller  <|iiiMlningk*)i  (»f  «himes ; 
ami  It  «n*ms  m>t  nnrensonable  to  mi|i|«m4*  tliat  one  or  more  t4 
tlirw  le««rr  i|tta<lrangles  «ir  fl|iuirti*r«  %i<mkl  Ir  as»igneil  to  tlie 
srvrral  t riles  ami  races  cif  whteh  i\w  |«*|i«ilati€iii  is  coiit|Mme«L 
Arrmml  thw  village  eitemis  an  srva  f»f  mhik*  H%e  or  six  si|iifiiv 
milr*  umk*r  culti\ati<m.  In  nome  |«irts  tin*  young  cnt|ia  wert 
juat  a|i|i(«nng.  in  miners  tlie  |»hHigli  mn%  liUMly  st  w«irk. 
Water  Uw  irrtgatiim  i«  «*Uaiiieil  fnHii  i*iie  <ir  UHire  Iffnrut,  as 
Well  as  ff«4n  a  strvam  Ibiwiiig  tumsr^ls  tin*  Ilsri  I«mL  TIm 
rkannel  *4  this  •trvam  ws«  in  mnm*  |4oeeii  «|iiite  dry.  tlie  water 
|wm4ating  cUmlestimly  U*iieath  tin*  gni%rlly  ls:U,  only  to 
iraerk  ilayliglit  at  Mane  |«*iMt  lower  «h*wn.  Tlio  numefnua 
arttlrWHiits  of  mumHb  in  this  m*igliUairftOisl  arv  Aullicient 
rtiilewreof  tlie  excelhriicr  t4  the  graxiiig.  Fn>m  iNilira  tlie 
Uiflstnn  marrlird  cat  tlie  14tli  in  a  mnth-westrrly  dirrctii^i 
thfuiiKli  the  eastern  «4fAlioi4s  t4  tlie  Ihi«4iakh  range  ti»  ZimU- 
Jaa.  a  dasUmet  of  21 1  mileac  As  Cohmel  Itnlgaway  had 
to  kali  on  tlm  15th  at  Zimli\|an.  it  waa  tliottght  fc^ 
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siblc  that  the  Governor  of  Herat  wonld  consent  to  a  party  of 
ofticers  visitiiij;  the  city.  It  would  appear,  however,  tliat  lie 
did  not  consider  such  a  visit  advisable,  perhaps  owin^  to  the 
rumoured  unfriendliness  of  the  Kahuli  regiments,  and  also,  I 
hear,  of  a  Kandahari  regiment  stationed  therc.^ 

*  It  muni  rc««t  h  mntter  of  o|iiiiion  how  far  the  AfghMi  oIRcmIn  hare  uuwle 
An  cxaggcraicfl  um  of  the  NUi>|Hi)(e<l  fanaticii*m  of  certain  tribcM  and  tnMi|« 
with  a  view  to  circuiiiHcrihin^,  am  far  an  immkiUc,  the  kii«>%rle«1g«  (»f  tii«  ciHintrj 
ao<iuirc<l  by  the  MisMion  (luring  itn  jxiMtaf^o  tliruugh  it»  aiid  akw  with  a  Tiev  to 
Gxcrcii«ii)g  OH  complete  a  control  tm  |Hn(i*ihlo  tivcr  itii  iiHweineutK  Any  imlepra- 
donee  of  action  ainietl  at  hy  Cohmel  ](i«lK(*way  w<iul<l,  no  iVnibt^  hare  draws 
forth  Uio  |N>lito  intimation  that  the  Aitiir'n  rr|irciM*niaiiT«a  regret  thej 
cannot  answer  for  the  HOtrurity  of  the  Mi>«^toii  if  the  |ini|iu«ieil  cnunac  l«  f<4- 
I'lwed.  In  fact  we  have  licon  hitherto  alnioni  entirely  umlcr  Afghan  guWUnce, 
ami  I  think  I  may  add  surx'rillanoe.  I  liear  fret|uent  OMtiplaiutii  on  the  |«rt 
of  the  Intelli^ncc  Pepartment  alniut  the  dilKcultioM  tliey  liaTe  to  efic<nanlcr 
ill  the  purMuit  (»f  t<i|Hi^rnphical  information  ;  and  yet^  after  aU,  tliey  hare 
eiroitcd  no  mean  rei«ult.  They  have  o)icne<l  up  a  military  route,  paiwalde  f«c 
all  ann.<«,  from  Khwaja  AH  t^i  Herat,  l>y  which  tlie  flank  <»f  an  enemy  adranrtng 
on  Kuiidahar  rhi  Farali  can  lie  iiKwt  eflV.vtively  oficratrtl  nn  ;  and  they  havv 
gaiiKil  much  new  infonnatioii,  and  c«»ntirm«*«I  or  corrected  the  re|«irtii  *d 
prrvioun  travellers.  The  prcliiiiiiiury  orden«  of  the  tM»vemtnent  <»f  lutlia 
hIiouM  hax'e  )»re]i;ire<l  theiu  f*>r  no  f^rcat  lilierty  of  arti<»n.  I  remark  that  the 
burden  and  heat  of  the  day  ini]«(w*r«l  on  the  Hhouldem  of  the  |>c<i|»le  t4  We»t- 
cTii  Af>{haiiir<lAn  by  our  ]>aK.xngo  throuj^h  it,  falU  mainly  on  tli«  Kuhjevt  INurni* 
x\im,  not  f>n  the  douiinnnt  Afghan.  An  excellent  instance  of  tlie  caiiual  way 
in  which  our  HM-oalloil  ^nidcM  are  providtM  iHTurml  thit  nniming.  Juiit  an  I 
waM  leaving;  camp,  1  came  acn«»»>«  an  ofricer  of  tlie  lnt(*IIi|9mce  I)e|iarliueut  ra« 
P'^rding  ^>th  an  eye  of  indignation  two  dirty  unnhoni  nnrnttH-cUA  «»l»jrrU» 
(.V<ri/ifrrf  in  ciiarrT,  thick  frit,  much  u^e*!  by  the  lower  i-laNi>OH  an  wami  c)«»tliing.) 
'i'he?«e,  I  found,  were  f;tii«lej<,  and  Imth  averml  tliry  were  never  at  liauia- 
nnk  in  their  live.^  Iiefore  ;  and  an  for  Zanp-iMtwar  (»r  KuIumui,  they  were  liut 
naiucM  and  not  realitioM  to  them.  One  of  them  recount nl  to  me  ihun  lirielly 
tlip  >»ti»ty  of  "how  he  ramr  to  1h*  a  piidr  "  :  "I  am  n'i*ident  *4  aci*#r»*f  near 
('ha)i  (>a/ak.  When  the  nrwi*  of  thr  advent  of  the  >li»>i«i«in  «»f  tlia  tUu«* 
triourt  Kii^liMh  Oovrrtiiiient  arrivcMl,  t  y^h^*  onlereit  to  arrange  ffir  tha  »u|»* 
plicN  "  {ff»thttn  —  i<  thi"  a  rorrujilioii  of  the  familiar  Itrttiidi  expletive  with 
a  double  it,  or  of  llie  wolbkn<  wii  Aiii;lo-lndian  wonl  "j^i«lown*'  ?\  **  1  difl  i»»; 
and  now  for  four  days  have  I  l»ocn  following;  the  Aft;hiin  ('«immiwii<4i<*r,  lie|9{UHC 
for  a  rr<  ript  for  what  I  xupplifil.  l<a.<.t  ni^ht  I  wa^  ti»M  tliat  if  I  acte«l  a*  a 
Kuido  ti»  Kulinan  I  would  then  K«'t  ••'}'  re<-eipL  Never  U*f«ire  in  my  Hfa  «*»  I 
at  lUuMuiak  or  at  Kulfaii  ;  but  I  iiiu»l  have  my  ret-ript.'*  35ral  f««r  lh«  •er* 
viiT  to  whirh  he  lM>lonp«  iin|M*llrMl  iho  ollii-er  «»f  the  lntrlli|penee  Immch  to 
iTJe^t  that  guidr,  and  iM»ek  to  tnapt  with  Indian  silver  wmim  rilUcera  to 
take  a  trutlice  to  Kuhi^an.  S<>vend  voluntcem  at  tw«i  ni|«*e«  were  fottM*! ;  l*ui 
their  no-e»i  were  put  tiut  of  joint  by  a  more  than  usually  nenly  cvntfHiier  mWn, 
^itli  a  leery )(riii  of  »atip>faitii»ti  on  liin  pinchetl  couiitcnaiKT,  agreeil  ti»  fii  fur 
«>»»•  ni|«e.     However,  ho  never  giit  hin  ruj»e« ;  for,  to  tht  beat  of  my 
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Fnrtbeniiorr,  tlio  durtanre  ot  ZimifiJAii  fnmi  Hemt,  close  on 
30  lllik•^  ittmlc  mich  a  vinli  pmcticAMe  onljr  for  Ukmo  wiio  luid 
m  ^Hicl  Klccil  ftt  tlicir  tlUiMiial,  att<l  who  diil  ti«i|  tlirink  from 
llio  rink  of  cntcrlAxini;  tlio  tlmi^h  of  lionm  tlmi  iuul  alrMiljr 
U^i?ii  Meverrly  tru^il  by  a  nurceMion  of  cxcr|iiioiialljr  Umn 
iitarrlMi«.  An  a  Ifttcr  iiml  Ux;ti  rvcci%*c«i  from  Sir  IVter 
Lnmoilfit.  wlm.  (ifu*r  vimtin;;  Saniklui  aiMi  l*ul«i-KiuUuii,  in 
BOW  rm  ronir  fiir  Knlinaii,  nlntiti^  tliat  lio  wiMikl  noi  rciirh 
the  lii%l-itAiiic«l  pliicf*  Mnfv  tlio  lOtli  iii»Uiit,  wo  tniglit 
pi*r)ia|«i  lm%'t*  lialteil  two  iliiyn  at  ZiiMUijnii,  ami  tliua  afltinkil 
tlic  XailHttMiiikiitiia  an  <t|t|Hiit unity  of  fvinciiij;  tlic  frietKlly 
ami  lin«|Mtal>lo  fci*lin{;^  lie  i*nti*rtainii  townnU  tlio  Minaimi, 
whicli  lia«  iiuirrlK<il  in  all  liaMv  nearly  000  iniliHi  to  mainUin 
IIn*  inttvtity  of  tlie  front irr  (»f  liin  ci>untry.  Xtitliiti};«  I  fvel 
min*,  Wf>ul«l  lia%*c  pvrn  nion*  )»K«afinrc  to  all  tlie  nH*inlicra  of 
tlic  Mi<Mi«*ti  tlian  to  1ia%o  rt«l<li*n  into  lli*mt  on  tlio  ITitli,  icen 
all  tliat  oHiM  U*  won  in  a  lirtof  uparc  of  tinio.  avnilotl  tlictu* 
arh-r*  for  tlio  ni;*lit  of  tin*  lHM|»itality  of  mir  Af;:lian  allica^aiHl 
rHnnioil  to  ZimUjun  on  tlio  IGlh.  Sm*li  an  a;;m«l»lo  pn>- 
{rramiiio,  liowo%or,  wa^  %n<  «l«*«titioil.  at  losi«l  f«ir  tlio  tiro«ionl, 
t«t  ht  rm^inloil  anH*n;;  tin*  annaU  of  tlio  Miwi«iii ;  ami  tliotv* 
f«in*  I  iki  mil  n**^*!  liavin^  n«l«lon  aoniotilmt  out  ^4  my  way 
cm  tho  14tli  to  *(^  wliat  I  nii;:lit  too.  At  tlit*  noamiii  tlio  oarly 
iii««ni  i«  tlio  only  tina*  wlion  a  ili«»tant  %  iow  t«  itrndiitilik*.  Aa 
tlio  cUy  a«l\aiH^<a,  iIk*  mi»ty  va|Hiuni  ami  «kni«*ko  witfe  tliirkcr 
ami  tlmkor  in  tin*  \all«*y»,  ami  tlio  ran^^o  of  viat<m  Iccomoa 
%ory  limiidl.  Kmm  an  omimttrc  in  tlio  llorai  %*alloy.  Ititw* 
rxrr,mm»9  7  mtlom  mirtli*oaAi  of  rahra, ami  IS  to  15  Miiloa 
•vNith-woM  fmtn  Ifomt.  I  p<  a  mmh  lirttor  viow  of  %\m 
rtty  tlian  1  ImmI  olitainoil  on  tlio  |ifoirtima  clay.  The  cttailel 
mm  cliiiiiictly  %i%tl»U%  a^  wrrr  alto  tlio  tmpmiiiK  mimmn 
(•ix  or  ■r%ttt  in  numU-r)  ami  Unklin;:^  of  Uio  Minar-i-MttiaUa, 
ami  tlio  Ziamt*i-Kbwaja  AUhillali  An^ari  cm  tlia  aktpt  to  tlio 
mwtli  of  tlio  city.  Ilorat  ami  tt«  nrt;*lilio«rtinml  lia^-a  liaott 
m  tlM«Mi|;lily  ckooribotl  Uy  |in*rifm«  tmvolUra— liy  Kni^liah* 
imiooil.  who  havo  Uerti  km^:  nMloiii  thcf«,  aa  IVuiaqpr, 
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D'Arcy  Todil,  Samlew,  nm\  others— thnt  any  ntteiiipt  At  de- 
8cri])tion  from  one  who  Ims  not  liei»n  within  12  iiiilea  of  it, 
nnd  doiwnds  for  liis  infornmlion  on  the  stateuicntii  of  nntivv^. 
siMins  fiuiKTlluous.  However,  I  lielieve  the  j^enerality  of  the 
lMi)»lic  nre  not  j^iven  tt»  rejulinj^  the  works  of  the«c  tnivellers 
of  ilie  last  p»nemtion,  ho  wliat  I  have  lennio«l  of  the  pre^fcnt 
condition  of  tlic  city  may  still  Ikj  news  to  some. 

1  It-rat,  in  its  j^eneral  ontline,  chistdy  n'«enibles Kandahar;  or 

nitlior  tl»c  simile  should  Ihj  revorstnl,  for  1  have  little  donU 

that  Ahme<l  Slmh  AUlali,  the  lirst  nionari'h  of  the  Satldozai 

family,  t<Mik  Herat  as  his  ]Mittern  when  he  founded  Kandahar 

alMiut  17r»0  A.i».     The  city  is  alnnist  a  wjuan»,  each  ot  iUi  walls 

lnjin;:   somewhat   over   lliree-ciuarters  «>f   a   mile  in   len^^th, 

whereas  Kandahar  is  nmi-e  of  an  oldon;^  sha)K».     Herat  lias 

live  ^'ates,  of  wliich  one  is  on  the  northern  si<le,  to  Uie  west 

of  the  new  citadel.     The  remaining,'  four  pites  are  situate^l 

at  (»r  near  the  cenire  of  the  four  faces,  and  fnmi  each  of  them 

a  hroatl  slre«-'t  leads  to  the  Chahar-su,  which  is,  Iwilh  t«iiM>- 

j^'niphically  and  commercially,  the  heart  of  the  city.    I'hahar-su 

is  the  exact  e<iuivalent  of  our  wortl  "  cross-rooils,"  exce|it  tliat 

it  is,  t<»  the  U'st  of  my  knowlinl^'c,  only  or  ^•enendly  apidicnl 

to  the  ]>nint  in  the  centre  of  a  city  where  four  main  strei^ts 

meet  under  a  lar^^'e  dome  in  which  are  situateil  the  livst  i«ho|is, 

and  from  which  the  f(»ci  of  trade  radiate,  and  to  which  com* 

mercial  interests  convcr;^e.     It  is  at  once  the  IWiursc  ami  tlic 

r»urlin;;ton  Arcade  of  the  Af;;han  provincial  capital,  with  lhi« 

excejaion,  that  the  tyiHi  of  the  frenzie^l  VivxwU  Jinttnr if r  wlio 

fre«iuenls  the  ftirmer,  and  of  the  matchless  "nnisher"  and 

somewhat  tpiestionahle  hrhifit/r  of  the  latter,  are  replaced  hy 

the  varied  types  of  the  Af«<Iian,  Turkoman,  Uzliek,  Hazara, 

and  Tajik,  and  the  sond»rc  hluc  of  the  chaste  and  ini|iGne* 

trahle  hnrka}     However,  let  us  wen<l  our  way  liack  from  tlio 

Chahar-su  to  the  ;;ates.     The  northern  j;ate  is  tenned  I)ior- 

wa/ai-Kutichak ;  the  western,  Darwaza-i-Inik ;  the  soutlieni, 

l)nrwaza-i-Kandahar;  and   the   east4'rn,   Darwazii-i-Khiishk. 

Kaeh  'fiixiii  is  tlanked  hy  two  Uistions,  and  the  mont  which 

encircles  the  city  is  hrid;;ed  at  each  of  the  four  gates  by  a 

*  Unrln  U  the  veil  wnru  hy  w«)iiieia  In  PorsU  And  AffhanUUa. 
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wondett  clrAwUrkl^  which  it  mined  aiifl  lowerecl  hy  mechan- 
ical ii|i|iliiiiicct  worked  from  inside  tlie  walla.  Tlie  walla, 
which  are  tcmie  25  to  30  feet  high,  ami  each  fac«  of  which  ia 
funiialicd  with  20  to  25  baationa  (on  t)ic  aouthern  face,  on 
whidi  tlie  morning;  sun  waa  shining,  we  could  see  each  bastioo, 
aa  well  as  tlie  pcmition  of  Uio  gate,  distincUyX  ^^  ^^'^  <^ 
tlie  t<ip  of  an  artiftcial  eiulmnkmcnt  (locally  termed  XAaItuX 
some  40  or  50  fcot  high.  On  the  exterior  slcype  of  this 
enilianknieiit  two  lines  cif  slR*lter- trendies,  one  above  the 
otiicr.  art*  carrievl  all  nniiid  tlie  city,  exce|it  wliere  tlie  gates 
arv.  and  at  the  f(M>t  <>f  the  embankment  runs  tlie  brnad 
nniat.  KnHti  a  strikingly  neat  and  liici«l  pkin  of  tlio  city 
drawn  f<»r  me  by  a  gniilc — wlio,  if  a  strangi*r  to  tlie  cnrricnlnm 
of  a  nrlHiid  of  art,  liail  at  least  a  natural  |ierrefition  of  tlie 
elrnionu  of  gv«Hiiftrical  drawing,  uufcttcml  by  tlie  merHri- 
ciou«  aid<i  of  tlic  riHn|iaM  and  tlie  ruler — it  would  a|»p(^r  that 
tlie  i>l«l  ritailel  (Ark-i-kuhna)  i«  fiitiiatetl  nti  a  slight  eiuiiience 
in  die  north- we«it  quarter,  ait<l  that  tlie  Ark-i-nau.  or  new 
eitiMb-l,  lici  IvHween  it  ami  tlie  north  wall  Tlie  fibl  citadel 
Is  nurroumletl  liy  a  im*nt.  Hie  gnrrisoii  is  mi«l  to  connH  tif 
two  Kalnili  sml  two  Hemti  mvnlry,  two  Kalmli  ami  two 
Ili-rati  infantry  regular  rvgiiiieui<»;  aihI  mnne  twenty  guns  of 
Taric^l  calibres  are  ntounteil  on  its  walls,  IsBsiiles  numlH^leM 
otliers  lying  dismountt^l  on  tlie  niin|Mrtii.  Twenty  guns  to 
defemi  .1)  miles  of  wall !  Tlie  pi»|tuUti<Hi  <if  sttch  a  dty  U^  ti| 
coarse,  a  strange  mctUey.  In  atlilitkm  to  tlie  races  belbfe 
nameil.  I  may  a«bl  tliat  se%i*nil  hundrt^l  liimlns,  mostly 
l«nkert,  pawnbt^ikem,  ami  lialrnbulKTs,  are  located  hete, 
at  wdl  as  siane  Armtniiaiui.  ami  tliat  tlie  Jews  liave  a  qoarter 
of  thetr  own.  Tlie  two  last  iiame«l  racrt,  in  atlilition  to  other 
cKr«|iatitms,  imim>tH>liae  tlie  manufacture  of  winca  ami  the  dia* 
tilUtioii  of  anient  »|»inta.  Tlie  I V>|iliet  ilecitt^l,  "  Tlnat  slialt 
m4  taMe  wine  or  int<ixirating  IhiukI;"  l»ut  tlie  letter  of  tha 
law  ami  the  unwritten  anctal  law  t>f  tlie  Mc^iammeiLui  of  the 
aiaeteeoth  century,  inapirsd  by  a  wider  tolerance  for  tiie  weak* 
naaa  o|  human  nature,  hath  thu«  laid  down:  **Thoa  ahall 
»ol  mw  thy  own  lK|itor ,  but  the  aomned  Jew,  the  heallMtt 
Ualalar,  ami  the  ChriataaB  Kair  may  bcew  it  lor  thaa.    Ikon 
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shnlt  not  pjct  tiruiik  at  tlic  corner  of  the  street  or  in  ftny  puMic 
place ;  \n\t  jjo  into  tliy  inner  clianil»er  and  close  the  iloor,  ami 
there  <lrink  till  the  enp  of  tlrnnkenncs-s  \)C  full."  I  under- 
stand that  the  position  of  Herat,  as  fixeil  hy  the  traverse 
conducted  hy  Captain  (lore  and  hy  other  oWn'ations,  dilfers 
from  those  previously  fixed  hy  Kn«;h'sh  and  Kussiau  aurveyors, 
hut  most  nearly  a]>pn>aches  the  latest  1»u.s.sian  results.  I  am 
sorry  I  c^innot  at  pR\sent  puhlish  a  further  list  of  the  lon^- 
tndcs  and  latitudes  of  our  cani|)s  and  other  iin|Kirtant  ]K>ints 
on  our  line  of  march  from  Kalah-i-fath  to  Kuhsan.  It  is 
considered  mi(lesind»le  to  puhlish  these  fi;^ires  until  they  have 
heen  thorou;;hly  testetl  and  proviMl  to  be  correct.  Mistakes 
once  )»uMislie<l  are  too  apt  to  l»u  iK*r]H*tuate<l.  For  instance, 
the  di<^tance  fnun  C!ahichah  to  Kliwaja  Ali  still  ctmtinues  to 
Ik?  statcvl  hy  orj^ans  of  the  pri'ss  t«)  Ik?  i'i2  miles,  whereas  I 
iiavo  certainly  mentioiird  several  times  that  the  Survey 
l)ojNirtnicut  has  fixed  tin*  <listance  at  58  miU*s. 

After  htokin^'  at  the  dim  outline  of  Herat  till  I  felt  tliat 
looking,'  h>n;,'cr  were  hut  hnikin^  in  vain,  I  move<l  north-west 
for  some  eij^lit  miles,  parallel  to  the  line  of  forts  ami  villa^»s, 
whose  iidiahjtants,  except  the  dr»«^'s  who  assumed  an  inimical 
and  f>IVensive  attitude,  aiitl  the  women  who  thou;^ht  discretion 
tlie  lu'tter  part  of  valour  and  ran  away  to  their  homes,  s<»arcely 
setMiHvl  to  think  the  Uriton  worthy  c»f  a  ]wssinj(  ;;lancc.  I 
must  sav  that  the  hatred  of  the  Farau'M  and  infi<lel  attrihuttNl 
tn  iluM'  pe«»ple  is  veile<l  under  a  stran;:ely  im]M*netrahlc  mask 
of  luork  friendliness.  While  I  was  hK>kin;;  tlin»u;;h  my  hinoc« 
ulars  Jit  Herat,  three  Af^dians  riKle  up  to  the  foot  of  the  hill 
where  my  lun-ses  were.  When  I  hud  sikmi  all  I  could,  I  went 
dnwn  and  ha<l  a  chat  with  them.  They  told  me  they  liatl 
farmed  part  of  ilie  lM)dy  of  irre;;ular  hors4»  (Khawani  Sownr) 
that  had  ;^'one  out  fn»m  Tahra  to  welcome  Ctdonel  ]{i<l«^way 
and  the  Af;;lian  Ctuumissioner,  and  that  they  were  now 
returning:  to  their  homes.  They  were  much  taken  with  tlie 
hiiHKMdars,  which  with  some  trouhle  I  atljuste<I  to  suit  their 
re*iiK'ctive  jMiwers  of  vision.  M«Ht  entertaininj^  were  their 
expressions  of  wonder  and  ^'ratification  as  they  ^xed  through 
Ihem  on  their  native  villa''es,  forts,  orchanls,  and  fieltts,  And 
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tpolteil  A  ttnijr  man,  or  horae,  or  CAmel,  a  flock  of  ahoep  and 
piatu,  or  a  pvMip  of  ^'dU/ut.  Ami  thew  {vrovni  to  Yte  Alitab— 
llmne  fanatira  thimtinK  tm  our  bUml  Wlien  we  {wrteii  they 
dia|4ayrd  more  conlialiijr  tlian  any  nati\*e  I  liave  aocoated 
ffnm  Kliwaja  AH  to  Itatuanak.  In  reply  to  a  qtieition 
whether  any  ttninprr  was  alUiwed  to  enter  Herat,  they  re- 
plieil  that  foreipier^  were  wA  allowed  within  tlie  [Qatea 
witliont  a  prnitit  from  the  (Governor.  WHien  distant  aome 
thn*r  fir  ffwr  milot  fnmi  tlie  liari  Kud  ami  tlie  wtwtem  end 
of  the  %alley,  I  tumevl  to  the  west  o%*er  a  Romewhat  Meep  ami 
dilltmlt  pa]M,e%*idfnily  hut  little  (ret|oent<il,  into  tlie  (thonan 
%all«*y.  Ilaviit;*  rmMrtl  the  fiaMi.  I  mo\T«l  aouth  to  join  th« 
main  naMl  frr>tn  Herat  to  Zimlajan,  ami  then  tuntin;;  wea( 
apiin.  ami  im»re  or  Icm  f<illowin;;  the  left  liank  of  tlie  ri%'er  lor 
mnne  ten  milrii,  finally  rrnchetl  our  ramp  nitnatetl  nortli*woil 
of  tlie  laH  naiuetl  vilUi;^*.  Hie  left  liank  of  tlie  river  waa 
eniin*lr  lMm*n  ami  nninliahiUil,  Imt  im  tlie  n;;lit  liank  I 
nmiml  leveral  villa;:ea  ami  forta.  Zimlnjan  comki«tJ«  of  a  \-cry 
Urp*  area  of  walleil  pinlena  ami  fiekln,  ImU  I  ilouU  if  tha 
pn|iu|jition  in  more  tlian  ^100  or  400.  Tlie  |Hp*on-towen  art 
it*  niiMt  milirQal4e  feature,  Imt  I  mw  noikHiMiMicattHl  iHgeonik 
In  I  lie  neiftliliourliooil  of  l«|inluin  an  enonuona  nnmlcr  of 
€lnmc-«tirate«l  pij^rona  are  ke|<  l»y  the  lamkiwneri,  the  ht|{h 
towera  cofutmctt^l  for  tlirir  inhal*ttaitce  aitnMiini;  tlie  attcA* 
tm  liy  tlirtr  cuh«ma  ilyle  ami  idiape.  Tliere  tin*  main  olijeei 
ia  the  colW<*tion  of  their  dfop|iinpi,  which  ara  highly  priieil  at 
the  l«<  manuie  for  mehma.  Here  tlie  olijcct  ta  piaMildy  tha 
aame.  Certainly  the  mebma,  which,  in  aiklition  to  grapaa» 
peara.  «|«i»eet,  apples,  pomejrnuiatea,  piatachio-nnta,  almoMila 
and  ratiana.  ami  the  moat  aeilnciiva  awecimeata^  tha  UaTvrww 
ol  Herat  haa  perilled  to  adorn  o«r  meaa*ubki  and  tempt  onr 
paklca,  art,  allar  tiia  fmiu  of  India  (I  Uf  to  maka  an  aieap- 

lia«  in  lavmr  of  maniraea  ami  fiwi-fl|faX  tfwiy  amkfonial  laod. 
I  ktrm  tMtod  hatlar  mtkma,  thongli.  at  Kamlahar. 
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FROM   HERAT  TO   KUIISAN. 

DfUlNG  the  Inst  four  davs  wc  liavo  lin<l  a  foretaste  of  tlio 
winter  tlint  awaits  us  fartlier  north.     Hani  frost  at  ni^ht  one 
can  endure  if  teniiH'red  hy  a  few  liours  nf  ;;eiiial  sunshine  in 
tlie  day;  hut  a  hitter  hlast,  hh)win<;  ni;;ht  ami  day,  nunihin;; 
liands  and  feet  on  tlic  march,  and  |»iercin*:  the  thickest  pile  of 
hlankcts  in  tlie  liours  of  rest,  is  not  more  than  human  nature 
can  stand,  for  we  liavc  all  stoo<l  it ;  hut,  if  we  liad  liccn  given 
any  option  in  the  matter,  wc  would  have  prcferretl  not  liein;; 
jMit  to  tlie  test.    Circumstances,  moreover,  comhined  to  render 
our  marches  on  the  IGth  and  ITlh  more  than  usually  tryinj;, 
as  I  will  mention  hereafter.     However,  here  wc  are  at  our 
l^oal ;  and  thou^^di  the  north-west  wind — the  same  wind  that 
we   found    so    un]>leasant   lietween    Ihraliimaliad   and   Lnsh 
Juwain  and  at  Ananlara — shows  no  si^^ns  of  slackening  tlie 
vi;;our  of  its  assault ;  still,  as  wc  are  to  1k3  stati<»nary  sonio 
4layM,  wc  can,  hy  intrenching  our  tents,  Mtn*ngthening   the 
defences  of  our  d<H»rways,  and  kei»|>ing  uj)  a  steadj  fire  of 
cndK.Ts  within,  hid  defiance  to  liorejis.     Fold  iMick  a  tmrtioii 
of  tlic  carpet  of  your  tent,  dig  a  little  hole,  fdl  it  with  hoi 
emhers,  to  Iw  renewed  from  time  to  time,  juit  your  writing* 
tahlc  and  chair  over  it,  draw  on  a  pair  of  jifmhtin  or  fox-akin 
overalls,  covering  lKx>ts  and  trousers  up  to  the  knee,  and  then 
you  can  sit  and  write  all  day,  and  all  night  too  if  you  like. 
Your  shivering  pen  will  not  then  trace  more  than  uiualljr 
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illrpliie  chiinicten  on  tlie  |«per.  nor  will  an  tnsitiioiia  ntmb> 
ne«4  riT«*p  slowly  upwanl  (torn  toe  to  knee. 

Wlio  in  tJic  .IfkiiAn  wIhi  1iroii|;lit  ii«  tltin  cliitjr  weeiher  ?— no 
IfM  ft  pcnmnA^*.  it  woultl  m^ni,  timn  Snnlar  Mahomed  8arwiur 
Kluin.  XAil»-uMiiikiitiiii,  t  inventor  of  Herat.  Ami  yei  his 
pmial  r«tiiiiiiiuinre  slioiiM  rat  Iter  «liK|iel  tlmn  compel  c1<hi«I#, 
•IhiuUI  ratlier  Miint  tluiti  Rlinrpen  tlio  c«l^  of  a  cutting;  north* 
wc*i4  wiml.  On  tlir  imimiii^  of  the  14th  lie  came  out  two 
niilr«  fnnii  Zimlnjnn  with  nn  eik^trt  of  ca%'alr7  and  infantrj 
to  iiK^H  <  *<*Khm*I  niil*,<t«war.  wlm.  in  %'icw  of  thin  meeting,  waa 
attriHl«*«l  on  thi«  marrh  hr  all  tlie  pt>litiral  olliceri  ami  a  atn^ng 
ni\alr>'  ('M^irt.  In  fact.  a«  tlie  main  Imilj  of  tlie  «l<*tachnietti 
llth  rieii;:nl  lanrers  with  three  llnti«h  i»(!irerii  wen?  with 
him.  tlie>.to  nil  intentu  ami  |«ar|HiM*«.  tlH»u«:h  imc  bf  onler, 
artnl  n4  hin  e<icnrt.  <>n  arrivin*^'  in  camp.  i*o|oiiel  nii^«rwajr 
and  nil  tlie  nnicero  aref>iii{ianyiii$:  him  were  comlitete<l  to  the 
<^*\em<*r*<«  lent.  and.  m%  rii%toiiiary.  |im\i«lnl  with  nvmie  l^;ht 
rrfn**hm«*nt  in  tlie  tliiiiie  of  tea.  fniit«,  ami  nweetmeatA*  after 
whit  li  tlier  retire*!  to  ilieir  own  ramp.  It  wa«  arran^^eil  that 
tlie  <;o\«*nior  «»f  Herat  and  Knxi  Saad-iNlnlin  iili«itiltl  fmj  a 
fnmtal  vi«it  to  CohifHd  l«id*^*waj  the  mme  evenin;^  How* 
r\rT,  tlie  Ul«*  amval  of  tiM*  1«ci;:;xa;5*  with  the  aA^MiifiMtA,  ami 
tlie  rhMidy  rhillim*^  of  tlie  afternoon,  roraliftieil  to  pn«tpoiie 
thi«  rereiiHHi)*  niilil  tlie  f«*ll<»win;*  <lar.  Stnee  the  afterm«m 
«*f  llie  Hill.  %ilM*n  thin  unfaviHiraMe  rlian*^*  in  llie  weatlier 
irt  in.  %ir  liave  liad  ocra»i«Mial  (a\U  of  r»m.  «leet,  ami  liail.and 
har^l  tr>v4  vwry  ni;:lit.  Hie  \uiit  <»f  tlie  Af^H^in  olHrtalt  waa 
i&eil  for  2  r  M.  tm  tlie  ir»th.  ami  the  reiiim  xmi  for  .1  m.  on 
the  tkUH*  tUy.  lb*th  f«ir  tlie  rrcr|iCion  ami  tlie  rHnm  o|  thia 
xmt,  riilotiel  nid^eway  m»%  atlen<le«l  hy  all  the  officers 
witi\e  itff««rA/i.  aiHJ  iiaii%e  i4licpri  o|  the  Mi«Mo«.  What  a 
tf«mifcimiatio«  *  Hie  flpirra  witieh  lia«l  l«<en  hitherto  chid  in 
•ntHlire  i-Aitii  (daatoohmml  el<4h> — the  darkddoe  fmrk  of 
the  1  llh  Itenpil  Ijimxr*  with  ila  rrd  l^mnHmmti  am!  the  pie- 
tarr«|iie  /aes^i  liad  Iv^en  altmwt  t»iir  only  attempt  at  rolottr— 
amhWnly  Mootne^l  t>tit  in  t\tTr  variety  ol  hoe  ami  tint.  TVt 
■wwv  wiiMlire  (^4our«  worn  hy  the  political  ofReera,  the  1 1th 
ftnfal  Luiorrt,  tlie  miiceri  of  the  Eagioem  ami  ar«y  Ml^ 


FROM   HERAT  TO   KUH8AK.  145 

was  relieved  by  the  red  tunic  of  Uie  7tli  Ikiipil  liincers,  tlie 
drab  of  tlic  20th  Tanjab  Infantr)%  the  ral  ami  green  of  tlie 
Ikiluclii,  and  tlie  prcn  and  black  velvets  ami  UroodclothA,  |m>- 
fusely  adorned  with  j^old  lace,  affected  by  some  of  Uic  native 
attacks,    l^reasts  wiiich  had  hitherto  scorned  decorations,  sud- 
denly appeare<l  adonied  with  a  veritable  blaxe  of  mctlals  ami 
onlers ;  and  an)on«^  these  none  more  conspicuous  than  Sulia- 
dar-A[njor  Mowla  Dad,  of   the   20th   Pat^b  Infantry,  and 
IJcssaldar-Mnjor  l^alia-ud-din,  whom  to  see  was  to  cn\'y.    I 
have  not  for^'otten  the  tenth  commandment,  but  tlie  flesh  will 
1k3  weak  at  times.     The  diversion  of  studying  and  criticising* 
each  other's  splondour  helloed  to  make  us  forget  tlie  chilly 
wind,  and  to  pass  time  until  tlie  sounds  of  a  drum  and  tmromniM 
told  lis  tlto  ;;iiard  of  honour  of  the  20th  Paiijab  Infantry  was 
ap)^roachin;;,  and  then  our  criticisms  were  diverted  to  them. 
1  can  safely  say  that  their  fine  phtfsiqnf  and  martial  liearing 
drew  forth  imu^dit  but  looks  of  ap]>roval  and  wonls  of  praise 
from  tlie  onUtokcrs.     On  most  of  their  breasts  reposed  tlie 
Af^'lian,  K^yi'tian,  and  Frontier  medals.     Our  Afghan  visiton*, 
wIjo  wore  escorted  from  iheir  own  camp  to  ours  by  three 
native  attaches,  arrived  punctually, — were  met  by  Mr  Mcrk  as 
tlicy  alij;lited  from  their  horses,  and  by  Cohmcl  Ui<lgcway  at 
the  door  of  the  sJifnitinnnh,  and  conductetl  by  him  to  tlieir  seats 
— the  (Ifivcrnor  of  Herat  on  the  right,  and  the  Afglinn  Com- 
missioner  on  the  IcfL     They  were  nnatteml(Hl  by  any  suite. 
After  a  hrief  space  of  time  devoitid  to  conversation,  they  toiik 
their  leave.     Tliey  were  reeonductwl  to  their  tents  with  tlie 
same  ciTcmony  an  attended  their  arrival.     After  a  brief  in- 
t4Tval,  some  men»U»r»  of  tlie  Af;,'han  suite,  wiih  a  small  escort 
of  Lnncers  (jmrl  i»f  a  re^^iilar  cavalry  n»giment),  arrived  tocuii- 
d\ut  Cohmel   Kid^jeway  and  his  suite  to  tlie  Afghan  camp, 
where  we  wen*  nnvived  at  the  door  of  the  durliar  tent  by  the 
(lovenior  and  ('ommiH>ioner.     Coh»nel  Hidgeway  introcluccil 
each  indivitlual,  r.ritish  and  native  oMicer,  to  tlie  Ctovcmor. 
After  some  converHation,  C'ohuiel  Kidgeway  took  leave  of  tlie 
(lovernor,  and  went  oM'  with  the  Connnissioner  to  inspect  a 
kihiikn.     It  is  pro|Mi!«iMl  to  house  the  Missi<m  in  kibiikms  for 
the  winter.     What  was  shown  us  was  a  framework  of  lighi 
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co%-ercd  with  felt  It  was  cirenliir,  with  a  tUii- 
inrter  t»l  10  to  13  feet.  Ami  pcrpeiMlictihir  w\tn  risiiif;  wx 
fert,  frntn  which  ltci;;ht  the  tnoi  slopes  upward  to  a  puiut, 
Ica^'in;;  at  tiM  apex  a  atuall  a|icituro  fi>r  tlie  escape  of  smoke. 
This  aperture  in  bail  weatlicr  is  chMetl  hj  a  felt  capi  The 
rtwif  is  one  solid  pict^e  <»f  felt,  or  ci»iuposi««l  of  se%*enil  |iieoea 
sewn  fintiljT  top^her.  Tlie  siiles  aiv  likewise  one  sinj^le  |Hete, 
I  lie  floor  liein^  Uie  only  opening;.  TIk*  ell;^*«  (»f  Uie  mof-pieea 
lap  a  few  inrlirs  o%-er  the  sides.  It  can  lie  taken  to  pieoea, 
folth^l  ami  |«irkcil.  ami  un|iackMl  and  erected  in  no  time. 
SoHi  a  one  as  we  saw  rt*«|uin«ii  no  staj-ropes  rxce|il  in  the 
nm*:lirftt  weatlicr.  Tlie  |ii»ints  of  the  lattice-work  are  lairied 
in  tlie  ;:muml  some  ct*^ht  or  nine  inches.  This  kittice*work 
f<>ld«  up  into  a  umall  cf*m|iaAs,  exactly  like  tli«we  ornamental 
vmwlm  ex|«imlin«^  flowrr-|Mit  liolik*r«.  or  silver  ex|«indtn}; 
mi|ikni-rin;r«.  rml<»uU4*«lly  a  kMiln  well  made  and  finished 
is  A  fur  Miu;:;^*r.  if  mK  nM»rr  {virtaldt*  aU«li\  tlian  tlie  h 
tent  e\cr  tuninl  out  at  Fatchpirli  or  •lul*liiil|«in*. 

Ifs%in;;  seen  a  iii^/Zf,  we  all  rvtunied  t«i  camp,  mit 
t«i  c««ii|«*  frrnii  tlie  ci>M  sml  our  l^^t  t<i;9:er}'.  Next  mominit 
we  iiianlinl  for  lUuxaiiMk.  the  InHtr  «*f  iWparture  I n'ini;.  owin^ 
to  the  f^fdd,  |HiM|ii»ncil  tdl  H  A.M.  Away  to  itur  ri;:hl  (mifth) 
Were  %iMl»le  in  tlic  distsmv  tlie  snow-co%en*«l  Mimmits  of  the 
hi;H>  raiip;  1rt%ieeii  us  ami  IWMlkif^ei•mnH>nly  ami  erroneously 
kmiwti  as  the  l*aro|iamuus.  Tliis  martli.  altlwMigh  only  17| 
mik*«  in  len^rth.  was  |«n«locti%'e  iif  more  «lilheultH's  tluia  asany 
much  kan;^*r  om^  omu;*  t»  tlie  intrK*ate  nature  f»f  Uie  rmm* 
tr>\  Within  200  yar^U  of  camp  all  «Kir  caineU  liati  to  croas  a 
ileefash  mudily  ditch,  the  tioly  linil;:r  iMriag  a  narrow  alerp 
structure  of  linrk.  which  fumrd  a  crrater  ol«4acle  to  ladew 
camels  tlian  e\en  slimy  mml.  N«4  a  few  camrb  came  to 
i:riei  A  few  miles  fsrtlier  am4lirr  liri«il  ami  deep  camd  had 
lo  \m  cmased  Ity  a  single  hnil;^?.  atlmitttaj;  of  tiae  paimant  of 
ewly  one  camel  at  a  time.  Then  came  tW  river  (llari  Uml); 
ami  last,  mil  kast.  within  luilf  a  mile  of  lUutanak  another 
ditch,  mor>«  mmhly,  ami  with  m«<e  prectiaUms  laiuks  tlian  the 
im  ooe,  hatl  to  be  cf%«miL  Ihrv  was  the  wailiitf;  ami  lam* 
laoa  aamag  caaml*men  aad  eamela.  eaoort  ami  fuUowarm. 
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Tiie  sliadcs  of  nij^'lit  fell,  and  still  niniij  a  camel  was  on  the 
wron^'  siilc  of  that  ditch.  The  work  of  crossing  was  continued 
l.y  tlic  light  of  lanterns,  and  not  till  7  P.M.  did  the  rear-guard 
enter  camp.  Erjtenaitia  deed.  The  next  ^moniing  we  found 
the  water  in  this  irrigation  channel  had  been  turned  off,  and 
a  hroad  road  across  it  constructed  hy  filling  in  the  ditch  with 
dry  soil.  So  we  filed  out  of  canip  in  ver}'  diflcrent  style  fruui 
that  in  wliich  we  entered  it.  At  the  end  of  the  long  luarch 
of  24  miles  from  Kauzanak  to  Kuhsan,  we  had  again  to  cross 
a  deep  canal  to  reach  a  camping-ground.  Tlie  Afghan  ofHctals 
had,  liowever,  constructed  two  fairly  good  and  stout  bridges 
acn)ss  this  canal,  and  as  the  road  itself  had  presented  no 
obstacles,  all  tlie  Iwggagc  was  seen  safe  over  these  bridges  and 
into  cam])  before  dark.  Kanzanak  is  situated  on  the  right 
bank  of  tlie  river,  .some  seven  miles  north  of  Ghorian,  which 
lies  on  the  left  bank,  and  near  which  we  did  not  pass. 

At  Zindajan  the  escort  of  the  (iovernor  of  Herat  was  en- 
camiK'd  several  miles  away  fn»m  us.  On  the  14tli,  however, 
the  (Iovern(»r  very  courteously  expresse<l  a  wish  that  C*oIoik*1 
IJidgeway  woidil  review  his  escorl,  and  a  s|»ot  on  the  line  of 
march  from  Zindajan  to  Kauzanak  was  fixc<l  on  for  tlmt  |mr- 
]»Mse.  The  review  came  ofl'alxiut  10  A.M.  The  Afglian  troo|is 
were  ilrawn  up  in  line  to  receive  Colonel  Kitlgcway,  and  on 
his  a]>pn>{ich  a  salute  of  thirti^Mi  guns  was  tiretl.  Tlie  truo|is 
then  marched  past  in  the  following  onler:  Mule-liattery, 
infantry,  rc'^idar  cavalry,  and  irre;;ular  cavalr}'.  Tlie  mule* 
)»attery  consisted  of  four  guns,  seemingly  six  <»r  seven  pound- 
ers, antl  presented  alto;,'ether  a  sohlierly  antl  workmanlike 
apiMNirance.  After  Hrin;^'  the  salute,  tln'y  tiMik  their  guns  to 
pieiis  and  h>aded  them  cui  the  nudes  smartly,  and  then 
marrJK'd  past  without  delay  or  confusion.  Their  uniform,  as 
usual  with  Afghan  tnH)ps,  de]H.'nded  more  <m  their  own  sweet 
l»K'asnre  than  on  the  Afglian  tlress-regulations.  The  teams 
were  connM»se<l  partly  of  nudes  an<l  jKirtly  of  |Kinies.  It  is 
said  that  this  battery  marched  from  Kabul  through  the  Haz- 
anijat— a  fact,  if  authentic,  of  considendde  im])ortance.  As 
yet,  neither  the  Survey  nor  the  Intelligence  lK*partnient  liaa 
succeeded    in  obtainiu;;   any   very  accurate   or  trustwortliy 
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knowledge  of  the  rooiee  between  HenU  and  Kabiil  ttuongh 
the  Haangat'  Sereral  tobordinatet  of  the  Sonrej  have  been 
•ent  to  investigate  these  routes,  but  all  have  failed.  It  is 
something,  therefore,  to  learn  that  there  is  a  route  practicable 
for  mule  and  ponj  transport.  The  infantry  consisted  of  but 
one,  or,  as  some  saj,  two  companies,  dreased  anjhow,  and 
armeil  with  Sniders  and  Enfiehls.  Tlieir  march-past  was  so 
extremclj  irrr^lar  and  eccrntric  in  its  method,  that  it  was 
dilAcnlt  to  decide  wluit  formation  thejr  were  supposed  to  be 
in.  Thej  appeared  to  oliejr  commamU  both  hy  word  and  hy 
littgle,  ami  thejr  prngrrwied  Itj  a  series  of  movements  at  the 
quick  ami  the  tIcmUe.  The  two  regiments  of  cavalry  were 
much  more  satisfactory.  Firstly,  they  were  well  mounted, 
almofit  all  of  them,  on  stout  liorses  of  Afgluin  ltrec«l.  aliout  14 
fir  141  in  height.  The  regiment  of  regular  ca%*alry  marched 
pGi%t  to  tlie  harmonious  soumis  of  some  Imgles  ami  trumpets, 
suppnrteil  by  a  drum  or  two,  in  fours,  ami  with  their  swords 
at  the  carry.  The  oIKcrr  or  officers  of  each  troop  ami  squad* 
ron  salttteil  after  the  liritish  fashion.  Some  of  the  troopers 
urrre  armeil  with  carliinea,  which  tliey  carried  on  tlie  nghi 
Side  «if  the  saddle,  not  in  Imckets,  but  stowcil  away  in  a 
mrinu«  fsftltiou  umlrr  tite  right  leg.  Tlie  rrgimcnt  of  irregn* 
lar  cat^lry  raised  fmm  among  the  Clialuir  Aimak  was  as  well 
Mountnl  as  the  rrgular  rrgiment,  but  eviilently  lesa  drilled 
and  dtsrt|ilineiL  Tliey  marrlied  past  in  half  sections,  ami  hml 
no  srms  but  muskets  or  hiks  of  native  manufacture,  whidi 
they  ItsNl  and  fire  on  horielsiclL  They  no  doubt  closely  r»- 
srmlJe  in  their  tactics  the  Turkoman  cavalry  with  whom  the 
Itussiani  had  to  miitmd  in  their  sultiugation  of  Central  Asia. 
Thry  have  no  iilra  of  any  formation  for  cmnbomil  atlaeka 
Iwyoful  that  of  msmruvring  in  a  swarm  round  an  enemy  and 
dascharging  their  guns  at  them.  How,  without  awufiK  they 
cnn  fnllow  up  any  demofalasaiien  ptndnesd  by  tlieir  wild 
ayiicsn  of  "  irMactica,*'  is  a  my«ery  to  ma.  The  impottanee 
of  tlus  review  consisu  in  this»  thai  pcnbahly  never  befcee  hnvu 
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Afghan  troops,  regtilar  or  irregular,  inarched  past  before  a 
British  officer.  From  a  review  to  co-operation  in  the  field  is 
perhaps,  after  all,  not  so  very  far  a  cry.  But  I  most  admit, 
that  until  Afghan  troops  are  better  drilled  and  disciplined,  if 
l>ossiblQ  by  British  officers,  they  will  be  rather  an  embanass- 
nicnt  than  an  assistance  to  a  British  force,  unless  we  ased 
them,  as  tlie  Romans  did  their  mercenaries,  to  break  the  brunt 
of  the  battle.  Even  tlien  we  run  the  risk  of  having  tliem 
driven  back  in  disordered  masses  on  our  disciplined  ranks. 

A  few  words  a1x)ut  the  route  from  Zindajan  to  Kuhsan. 
The  main  road  from  Herat  to  Kuhsan  follows  tlie  right  bank 
of  the  river,  and  the  remains  of  three  magniticent  caravan- 
sorais  of  burnt  brick  along  this  route  are  evidences  of  tlie 
foniicr  commercial  prosi>erity  of  Herat.  One  of  these  is  situ- 
ated nearly  opposite  to  (thorian;  the  second  at  Shabash,  where 
there  is  a  small  village,  and  an  advantageously  situated  but 
dociileclly  dilapidated  fort ;  and  the  third  at  TiqmL  As  far  as 
Shabash,  the  oi»en  plain,  studtleil  with  villages,  stretches  from 
the  left  bank  of  the  river  four  miles  to  the  foot  of  the  Du- 
shakh  range,  and  south-west  to  the  Persian  frontier.  Opiiosite 
Siiabash  the  hills  close  on  the  left  bank  of  Uie  Hari  Kud, 
whose  trough  thenceforward  to  Kuhsan  does  not  exceed  two 
miles  in  width,  and,  in  contradistinction  to  its  previous  want 
of  natural  trees,  is  thickly  overgrown  with  a  s[»ecies  of  poplar 
that  makes  excellent  firewood,  fortunately  for  us.  Tirjml  is 
one  of  the  most  striking  bits  of  scenery  we  have  come  across^ 
witli  its  huge  rambling  tumblc-<Iown  caravanserai  (I{aliat-i- 
Tirpnl),  with  great  domed  chamlx^rs  and  courtyanls  half 
choked  with  heaps  of  brick  and  mortar;  its  bridge  of  five  or 
six  arches,  built  of  burnt  bricks  a  foot  square,  resting  on 
l>illars  of  stonc-wbrk,  and  paved  with  broad  stone  slabs ;  tlie 
still  dark -green  waters  of  the  deep  |>ools  lielow ;  above,  some 
islets  covered  with  long  waving  grasses  and  rushes  and 
stunted  [>oplars,  amid  which  the  stream  winds  with  swifter 
How ;  and  towering  above  the  bridge,  on  a  spur  overhanging 
the  left  bank,  an  isolated  brick  loopliooled  tower, — the  wliole, 
viewed  from  tlie  bridge,  presenting  an  impressive  coup  ivil. 
In  crossing  a  narrow  but  deep  channel  near  Tirpul,  one  of  oar 
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ftifiy  gni  a  most  unpletMiit  dllckill|^  The  bridge  not  betng 
loo  wt«lc.  and  iho  bom  nervous,  tbe  animal  managed  to  plani 
hit  hind-legt  on  tbe  f<lge  of  tbe  bridge,  wbicb  gave  way 
pmmptljr.  and  in  went  borae  and  ri<ler.  Both  were  extricaleil 
in  no  lime.  Hie  rider  mounted  a  aowar't  borte,  and  rode 
aharp  Imck  to  camp.  Hut  tbe  memory  of  tliat  evening  ride 
of  nx  or  aeven  miles  in  wet  clothes,  in  tlie  teeth  of  a 
Utterly  onkl  wind,  will  long  abi<le  with  him.  Tlie  tower 
mentiooeil  above  is  at  once  a  pUce  of  refnge  from  the 
Turkomans,  ami  a  point  of  vantage  from  which  a  heavy 
fire  can  be  lirongbt  to  licar  on  tlie  bridge  slionid  they  wish 
to  cmai  it  It  is  Imrely  two  }*e«rs  since  tbe  Tnrkoman 
raiilciii  rmtlervtl  life  aronml  Kiilisan  scarcely  worth  living. 
No  wimder  it  is  a  mass  «»f  mins,  of  tumlileHkiwn  walts» 
ami  tluit  tlie  only  omspiciHMis  thing  abont  it  is  a  simng  Ion 
with  a  high  wall  and  a  ilccp  Itna&l  moat  full  of  water.  li 
once  lios«tt««|  a  mw^ntm  (c«i|k*gr),  Imt  I  ibmU  if  it  can  now 
l««ist  of  a  single  sln«Wnt,  far  less  a  |ireceptor.  Tlie  only  signs 
of  its  fiiniifr  decorative  fi|>l4*n«l<iur  are  a  few  frsginmts  i»f  do* 
signs  in  glasoil  ami  colcmrrtl  tiles  Mill  atlliering  to  part«  of  the 
fkime.  gateway,  ami  clianilicrs.  Tlie  inlial»itant«  of  Hbabmih 
are  mt«l  to  1«  Tatars  c»f  llie  Jagatai  tnl«.  An  imliviilwil, 
sisiing  tliat  lie  wss  a  native  «if  liilnHe,  ami  ImuI  \wm  taken 
|«tsnnrr  st  Msiwaml,  turnnl  up  therr,  ami  tlicn  amim|SMiied 
«•  to  Kubtan.  Hul«Ci|Went  cmss^xsmiiiati«n  has  piovid, 
with  fair  conclusivrneM,  tliat  be  is  an  iiii|«s(or. 

In  viewing  tlie  Huwisn  •ubjugation  iif  Central  Ajiia,  one  is 
a|4  at  times  t«>  <werlt«ik  tlie  immenw?  U«4t  tliat  tliry  have 
ouilrrrvil  on  the  |iii|«uktii«  <if  Xtirtliem  iVnia  ami  A^than* 
kian  l<y  |«utting  a  lul  in  the  mnuth  of  thnnc  invetemie  mtli* 
less  mammlrrs,  the  Turkomans.  Till  within  the  lasi  thiet 
«w  four  years  they  useil  to  rule  as  far  south  as  tShaur  ami 
KalalHi*kah  near  Kaiuh.  For  tlie  Uan  two  years,  even  Kuhsan 
has  l«m  ffte  ttvm  their  mlmmmm^.  As  an  instance  of  the 
utter  destitution  and  ck>popuktion  rssulting  fmm  the  un* 
hfuUed  mpactty  of  the  Turkomans.  Sir  l^K•r  LumsJen*s  paiiy 
suie  thai  belweun  Sarskhs  and  Kuhaan  they  acaresly  met 
kalf-UHiosen  human  hmufa.    A  loyal  A%han  with  whom  I 
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was  conversing  to-day  boldly  maintained  that  the  commence- 
nicnt  of  the  reign  of  Amir  Abdur  Kahman  was  the  auspicious 
event  which  sealed  the  doom  of  Turkoman  frocliooting,  and 
sounded  the  knell  of  their  nefarious  slave-trade.  The  truUi, 
however,  is,  tliat  the  Persian  and  Afghan  Governments  liave 
neither  possessed  the  power  nor  displayed  the  spirit  and 
energy  requisite  for  coping  with  these  lawless  trilies,  which, 
too  lazy  to  till  the  soil,  and  finding  pastoral  pursuits  Uit  little 
profitable,  adopted  the  simpler  and  more  attractive  means  of 
livelihood  aflorded  by  looting  an<l  selling  into  captivity  tlieir 
neighl)ours.  The  only  Persian  ex]KHlition  sent  against  them 
in  recent  years  resulted  in  a  miserable  disaster.  Now  and 
again  a  band  of  Turkomans  would  Ite  cut  oir  and  made  pris- 
oners, and  then  terrible  would  l)e  the  penalty  Uiat  they  had 
to  pay,  not  only  for  their  own  sins,  but  for  the  injurii*s  and 
]»L'ri*avonieiils  su  Herod  by  thousands  at  the  hands  of  tlicir 
fi'llow-lribrsmen.  One  instance,  I  recollect,  occurred  at  or 
nonr  Sliabnul,  wlicre  some  thirty  Turkomans,  being  taken 
prisoners,  were  coni]K»llcd  lo  put  each  other  to  death.  Tliis 
severity,  some  wouM  say  brutality,  of  ]uniishment, — but  the 
memory  of  a  tliousand  injuries  to  life,  limb,  ami  property,  ami 
a  tliousand  domestic  l>ereavements  )ileatling  for  revenge— Uie 
deepest,  bitterest  revenge — is  an  extenuating  f(*ature  wit  to 
be  igu(»red, — so  far  from  intimidating  the  Turkomans,  nH*n*ly 
added  tlie  ibirst  for  revenge  lo  the  love  of  plun<lef.  To  this 
nner|iial  struggle — all'ording  to  the  Turkoman  all  the  pl<*ns* 
ures  (»f  the  chase,  combined  with  the  risks  ami  excitements 
of  war,  and  atiemletl  by  considerable  |)ecuniary  gain,  and 
s]>rca(ling  ruin  and  tiiivaslation  over  the  gn»ater  jiart  of  Klior- 
asnn— the  capture  of  (;cok  Tcjkj  and  Ashkabiul  in  1880,  com- 
binetl  with  the  previous  stoppage  of  the  sliive-trado  in  Khi\ii. 
Ji«»khara,  Samarkand,  and  other  towns  of  Central  Asia,  im- 
l>ose<l  an  cfTectual  cheek;  antl  the  r»ccu)iation  of  Merv,  and  tlio 
complete  submission  of  the  Tekke,  Sidor,  and  Sank  turko- 
mans,  has  finally  put  an  cn<l  lo  it,  except  among  tlio  Kara 
Turkomans  on  the  Oxus  near  Kilif,  who  still  porpctrato  raids 
on  the  Uzbeks  of  Maimena  and  Andkhur. 
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KrwAJi.  1M4  Km 

Th«  iatne  of  a  farewell  onler  last  night  by  Cokmel  Kkl|se- 
waj  remincla  too  that  tlie  indi\'klual  existenoe  of  the  Indian 
•ertioo  of  the  Ikmndarj  Commiatton  ta  al  an  emi  and  that 
the  present  ti  therefore  a  aoiuUe  term  for  a  brief  review  of 
its  acta  and  resulta.  Nothing;  oould  have  been  more  inana- 
|«cioaa  than  ita  earljr  infancy,  and  nothing  more  ancceeafnl 
tlian  ita  matnritj.  Tlie  crittcisnia  of  the  preaa,  three  or  four 
months  ago,  with  reganl  to  almost  every  point  ononedeil 
with  the  strength,  pre|ianition,  and  outfit  of  tlie  Mission,  need 
onljT  to  be  allmleil  to,  not  repeated.  Thejr  cannot  as  jret  have 
fatkil  fnmi  tlie  memory  of  tlie  public  Not  unnatamlljr  Uie 
nncertainty  of  tlie  sa|ireme  aotliority  was  rellertetl  in  every 
dcpartiiiriit.  Hence  it  is  that  the  lepresentatives  of  most  of 
the  varWias  cturym  sikI  departments  which  fiirm  tlie  Imlian 
sertiiin  (if  the  Mi<isi<ifi  are  iinaninums  in  their  complaints  of 
tlie  unasaal  dillicnlties  and  obstacles  opfmiicil  to  tlieir  efltcient 
pref^inition  of  an  expedition  of  snch  im|ii»itaitce.  On  the 
l^irt  (»f  tlie  military  aiitln^hties  an  air  of  incom|irehensible 
myUcry  and  rrticence  appears  U*  lia%*e  been  a«U»|iicd.  One 
regiment  fuminliing  a  pocti<tn  of  tlie  cticort  was  wameil  to  bt 
in  rratliness  for  lervice, — wlist  service  was  not  stateil,  bnt 
cnuM  very  well  lie  cottjectunid.  Why  tlien  make  a  secret  of 
It  f  Tlie  otlier  regiment  pit  two.  or  at  imva  Utrev  «Uys*  initiot, 
and  tlist  wlien  aUmt  to  umlctgo  a  mart  h  (»f  H50  mik*«,  during 
wlitrh  It  would  lia%e  l^i  rnuHiiiter  tlie  tmmi  trying  victsftitndes 
of  climate,  thie  canm4,  mofeu%er.  feel  Mifticiently  thaakfnl 
that  the  hastily  ounftiilrreil  intention  of  tlie  ikivemment  in 
march  tlir  Vli««t<ai  arruM  the  desert  in  Anguu  and  Sr|4embef 
|ifwnl  alnrtnc.  **  Man  propKAeth/  Jcc  Anyliow,  in  this  case 
the  tio\rmmrnt  |»r«>|«wc«l  ami  ilie  Amir  di»piSK«l,  ami  wlie- 
thcr  or  not  tlie  Amir  be  a  true  fnt^l  and  ally  of  the  Hntish 
Ikncmment,  he,  on  this  ocrasion*  Uiowed  himself  a  true  fricml 
of  ths  Miasmn,  wlien  lie  so  dekyed  lU  depaituru  that  iu  paa- 
sage  al  the  waterless  desert  was  at  least  not  mads  at  the  most 
thirst- peodncu%'s  of  saasoni  We  all  of  na  ha%e  ettll  a  vivid 
racUlrction  of  the  haat  at  IttndU  from  the  31at  AuguA  to  lOlli 
Heptamber.    GouU  we  and  onr  horses^  which  were  at  timaa 
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put  on  a  short  allowance  of  water,  and  our  camels,  wliicli  on 
several  occasions  got  no  water  at  all,  have  borne  up  a^^inst 
heat  aggravated  by  thirst  and  bad  and  deficient  water  ?  More- 
over, it  would  appear  that  the  Government  entirely  under- 
rated the  difhcuUies  tliat  attended  the  provision  of  supplies 
niid  water  sufhcient  for  the  Mission  during  its  passage  across 
the  desert.  When  Colonel  Kidgeway,  acconipanie<I  by  Mr 
^lerk,  Captain  Peacocke  and  others,  reached  Xusliki  on  the 
ITih  Septeni1)er,  much,  notwithstanding  the  able  and  energetic 
measures  adopteil  by  Mr  Ikrnes  and  Ca|>tain  Maitland,  re- 
mained to  l>e  done.  Not  until  an  accurate  report  of  the  water- 
supply  available  from  Sanduri  to  Shah  Ismail  had  been  sul>- 
iiiitt<,Hl  by  Captain  Peacocke,  and  it  had  lieen  ascertained  tliat 
the  wells  and  other  sources  of  water-supjdy  between  Sliah 
Ismail  antl  (ialachah  were  Ixjing  satisfactorily  dcvelojHxl  by 
Mr  l>anics's  sulx)r(linates,  under  the  |)ersonal  supervision  of 
Mr  Mork,  and  tliat  the  supplies  laid  in  by  Mr  Ikurnes  and 
furnislied  by  the  Amir's  otUcials  had  been  duly  laid  out  at  the 
various  stages,  would  Colonel  Ilidgeway  have  lieen  justified  in 
.starting  to  cross  the  desert.  Now,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
arrangements  alM)ve  siwcifieil  were  not  completed  before  the 
27aU  of  SeptemlH3r;  and  seeing  that  the  Mission  left  Nusliki 
between  29th  Seplemljor  and  1st  October,  it  is  not  unreason- 
able to  say  that  on  this  occasion,  as  it  has  done  on  many 
another,  l»oth  for  indivitluals  and  (lovennuents,  the  force  of 
circunistances  sto<Kl  the  Government  in  better  stead  than  its 
own  a])i)reeiation  of  the  true  nature  of  the  enteqirise  on  which 
it  was  embarking.  On  the  other  band,  it  niu.st  bo  remcm- 
)K.'red  that  the  necessity  of  consulting  the  Amir  on  mcist 
lM)ints  connected  with  the  march  wjts  a  source  of  embarrmss- 
nient  to  the  (Jovernincnt. 

Cradled  as  it  thus  was  in  the  lap  of  uncertainty,  and  cui- 
Ixirked  on  its  career  in  a  hurried,  no  doubt  unavoidably 
hurried  way,  without  one  wonl  of  (io<l-speeil,  farewell,  or  en- 
couragement from  (lovernmcnt,  the  public,  or  even  hartUy 
from  the  press,  which,  instead  of  viewing  it  as  an  enterprise 
of  national  interest  and  a  source  of  national  pride,  laid  itself 
out  to  car^)  enviously  at  the  mental  and  physical  qualities  of 
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its  manbem,  iiihI  to  forebode  iU  failure  iiml  fntilitjr,  at  th« 
■ame  time  iimtitiiting  oilioiit  oompariaons  with  Kuaatan  policy 
and  KtiMiaii  Coraniimiotiera— thta  Utaaioci  haa,  nevertlidan, 
ahown  ttaelf  aMe  to  co|ic  with  and  overcoma  all  theae  initial 
drawlmckt.  Never,  |ierhapa,  liaa  anjr  hody  of  men,  in  defiance 
of  tll-conaidered  and  unfounded  aaacrtiona,  aliown  themaelvea 
to  lie  more  thonni^hly  at  liome  bnih  at  the  deak  and  in  the 
aaddle.  To  pilot  a  force  of  aome  1200  men,  Uurtlcned  with 
an  abnormal  quantity  of  impfdimfniit,  through  226  milea  of 
de«ert  atnl  aome  540  milea  of  foreipt  territory  inluiUted  by 
fmcr%  of  whnur  nt* utrality,  far  leat  fricndline«a.  nothini;  ceilain 
cottlil  lie  |in*tlicated,  witliout  the  loaa  of  a  nuin,  lieatt,  or  ioail, 
hy  nff*lect  or  rarrlrawneaa,  aiMl  without  once  exciting  tlie  re- 
puted fanatical  apirit  inlierent  in  the  Afgluin,  arguea  at  once 
gnoil  orpiniHation.  tlMirough  diacipline,  untiring  energy,  and  a 
grrat  power  of  ficlf-rr«tniint  ami  conciliation. 

At  a  prortf  tltat  thi«  march  haa  not  been  without  ita  phyai* 
cal  trials,  I  will  iip|iend  here  a  liat  of  the  marchea,  with  tha 
diOanrra  aa  rpr«mlc>il  by  tlie  peramlmlator.  Aa  tlie  peram* 
bialator  i%  usually  wlierlcil  in  a  straight  line  from  point  to 
point,  and  continently  diwa  not  alwaya  repreaent  tin*  wind* 
tng«  of  the  miMl.  I  tluill  aild  two  per  cent  to  the  total  dieCanee 
aa  ftliown  by  tlie  |ienimbulator,  ami  the  reauU  will  rt* preieni 
with  fair  accuracy  the  distance  coveml  by  the  Ifiaaion  bt« 
twtra  Nttshki  and  Kuhsan.  Tlie  heavy  laiggage  of  tlie  Mia* 
aian  Wft  Nualikt  on  tlie  c\'ening  of  the  ist  Iktober,  ami  reachail 
Kuhaan  on  the  evening  of  the  17tb  Xovimbar ;  the  adnal 
duration  of  tlie  marrh  ia  thartfora  rn^walad  by  fotty* 
atven  days.  The  actual  numbar  of  marchai  la,  aa  will  be 
thtfty<«ight : — 


Ort.  I.  Ntt»liki  !•  MMi4«n laa 

a  t.  Stmdmn  %m  Itott4« Il^a 

^  Jl  BmnI|««  iaMT  Hbak, Ili> 

,.  4  I'Mr  Hksk  !•  iMm, 7  J 

»  V  lAm  %•  Ksai, la.o 

•  C  K«fti  !•  OMik  Cbsk, 147 

•  7.  HsIC 

•  a.  gamIi  Cbsii  to  a«ij%      .      .      .      .  laj 

•  a  aaijs  to  flMli  Imm4       ....  17.4 
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Oct.  10.  Shall  leinail  to  Saltan, 

11.  Salian  to  Muzhdan,  • 

12.  Muzhdan  to  Mama,   . 

13.  Mnmu  to  Galachah,    . 

14.  Halt. 

15.  Galachah  to  Khwaja  All, 
16-18.  Halt 

Totol, 


»i 

n 
»» 
n 
n 
n 


Oct  10.  Khwaja  Ali  to  Lamli  Barech,    . 

20.  I^ndi  Barech  to  Rudbar,  . 

21.  Rudhar  to  Khajii, 

22.  Khaju  to  Chahar-hurjak,  . 

23.  Chnhar-burjak  to  Kahih-i-fath, 

24.  Halt 

25.  Kalah-i-fath  to  Padha-itSultan, 

26.  Padha-i-Sultan  to  IXh-i-Kamran, 

27.  Deh-i-Kamran  to  Deh-i-dadi,     . 

28.  Dch-i-dadi  to  IbrahimaUad, 

29.  Halt 

30.  Ibrnhimabad  to  MakKira-i-Abil, 

,,    31.  Makbnra-i-Abil  to  Takht-i-Rustam, 
Kov.  1.  Takht-i-RuMuin  to  Panjdch, 

2.  Pniijdeh  to  Khunhk  Rud,  . 

3.  Khu!«hk  Rud  to  Kuin, 

4.  Kain  to  Oiti^,     . 

5.  Gitig  to  Zehkin, 

6.  Halt 

7.  Zt'hkin  to  Sangbur-karez,  . 

8.  San^bur-kari'Z  to  Karcz-danhty 

9.  Karez-doffht  to  Sar-iimndii], 

10.  Sar-inandal  to  Shvr  Ikklmh, 

11.  Sher  Baknh  to  Chah  Gazak, 

12.  Halt 

13.  Chah  Gazak  to  Pahra, 

14.  Pahra  to  Zindajan,      . 

15.  Halt 

16.  Zindajan  to  Rau74inak, 

17.  RauzADak  to  Kuhitan, 

ToUl, 
Add. 


Allowance  of  2  per  cent  for  deriationai 

Total, 


n 
» 
tt 
f> 
>» 
»♦ 
»» 
»» 
»» 
♦♦ 


M 

n 
n 
>♦ 
»i 
»♦ 
»i 
i» 
»♦ 
»i 
♦» 
♦♦ 
It 
♦» 
n 
»♦ 


Mite*. 
15.7 
10.8 
14.9 
18.4 

67.0 

88a.9 
17.8 

ia.1 

19.6 
17.3 
83.9 

11.5 

15.6 

18.8 

8.7 

18.5 
17.8 
15.5 
17.5 
18.0 
81.0 
88.0 

17.0 
83.5 
10.8 
811.9 
37.5 

17.5 
81.1 

17.3 
83.0 

44H.5 
883.9 

G78.4 
13.6 

688.0 
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Thus  the  a\'cnige  length  of  the  marcbaft,  exdottre  of  halu, 
b  miller  over  18  miles  anlAjr ;  awl,  indoding  halts,  li.6  miles. 
The  msrch  from  Khwigs  Ali  to  Kuhssn  shows  an  average  of 
1R.2  miles  excluding,  and  15.23  including,  halts.  Hie  latest 
rrmarkshle  march  that  has  been  made  hy  anjr  Dritish  force* 
ts  tlie  now  historic  march  of  Sir  Frederick  Roberts's  forte 
fmm  Kaltul  to  Kandahar  in  18R0.  If  I  remember  rightlj, 
that  ffffce  kc|it  up  an  svi*nige  of  16  to  17  miles  for  some 
sprmteen  or  eighteen  ilajs.  It  mas  coitiposetl  of  select  regi* 
ments  and  oorp,  free  of  all  possible  impedimmin,  provideil 
with  mule-earriage  carefuUjr  selected,  and  hardened  with  onlj 
jttit  AS  nunj  followrrs  at  were  indispensablj  necessary.  Ob 
the  oilier  haml.  the  Mission  is  composed  of  at  least  two  fol* 
lowrrs  to  each  fighting  man.  is  hampered  with  an  average  of 
fotir  niauinU  of  stores.  Iwggnge.  ami  ientage  per  man.  and  is 
priivi«leil  with  rsittel  transport.  8ir  Frederick  KoliertsNi  force 
wa«  iravermitig  a  mute  of  which  e%*erj  inch  ha«l  been  sur* 
veyevl.  and  winch  ha«l  been  recently  msrclie«l  over  hj  many 
of  the  trui>|M  forming  it,  whereai  the  Mi<«ion  has  followed  a 
routr  |>r»cticall3r  unknown.  Tlie  latter,  however,  found  its 
su|«plie«  rrsily  collrrleil  for  it;  indeetl.  witliout  such  an 
arrangement  its  march  wouM  liave  been  imposiul»la. 

1  hiring  tliit  long  ymmry  two  remarkable  feared  marches 
lia\'e  l«^n  maile,  on  U4h  orrasi«int  f>wing  to  tite  slnenee  of 
wster:  fifHily.  SM  miles  frmti  CSaUcliah  to  Khwi^  Ali;  ami 
amnHlljr.  c»f  al«>ut  60  miles  from  Sar-mamUl  to  Cliali  (laiak, 
— ihe  sbi»%*e  distances  Isrtng  in  both  caiH*s  coveretl  within 
thirt  j-«cvm  liours  and  that,  too,  not  over  macailamiseil  romla. 
Imt  across  a  ilverrt  ileep  in  mml.  and  a  hilljr  undulating  tract 
of  country.  Not  only  do  the  truo|«  of  the  escort  merit  every 
pcmise  fiw  their  endurance  of  faligne  and  their  cheerful  per* 
fnewance  of  heavy  picket,  guard,  and  rear-gmird  duties.  Imt 
aUo  liir  their  almost  unpreceiWnted  discipline  ami  goml  cnn« 
dart.  Net  a  single  complaint  of  sny  sutt  has  l«ea  praferred 
apunsi  them  by  the  iahaUunU  of  tht  distncU  llirough  wkkh 
the  Mianoo  has  passed.  Tlie  humble  iullawef  is  wont  to  be 
ipwfud  in  the  award  of  pfuaas ,  bat  as  the  buiden  of  toil— albail 
thai  he  was  very  ollan  given  a  lih  o«  the  bark  of  a 
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fell  heavily  also  on  him,  let  him  be  given  his  due.  When  he 
reached  camp,  his  day's  work  had  often  only  begun.  And  of 
all  the  followers,  none  perhaps  had  a  rougher  time  of  it  than 
the  "  kit "  and  the  "  bearer." 

Before  I  follow  the  progress  of  the  Mission  after  its  dis- 
]>ersal  from  Kuhsan  on  the  24th  and  25tli  ultimo  over  the 
face  of  liadkis,  I  nmst  hark  back  to  the  10th,  when  Sir  Peter 
Lmnsden  joined  us.  A  detailed  description  of  the  istikM^ 
and  the  formal  exchange  of  visits  between  the  llritish  Com- 
missioner and  the  Afghan  officials,  Sardar  Mohammad  Sarwar 
Khan  NnilMiMuikuma  and  Kazi  Saad-ud-din,  are  unneces- 
sary. It  was  but  a  repetition  of  what  occurred  on  the  14th 
and  15th  Xovcmber  at  Zindajan — the  same  formalities,  the 
same  i>ersonagcs  to  a  great  extent,  and  the  same  display  of 
varicolourcHl  uniform  exhumed  from  the  depths  of  trunks 
expressly  for  tlio  occasion.  General  Lums<len  was  received 
hy  a  guard  of  honour  of  the  20th  Panjab  Infantry  opposite 
the  durUar  tent  on  his  arrival  in  camp ;  and  on  his  dismount- 
ing, all  the  Kuro|>oan  and  native  otViccrs  of  the  Indian  section 
weuJ  presented  to  him.  The  nvst  of  the  day— or  rather  wliat 
little  of  it  was  h^ft  after  the  receipt  and  rctuni  of  the  ccre- 
nionial  visits  —  was  devoted  to  consultations,  doubtless  re- 
specting the  future  movements  of  the  Commission.  The 
(rovernor  of  Herat  and  the  Afghan  Commissi<mer  were  of 
conrse  present,  as  it  rested  with  them  not  only  to  carry  into 
efli'ct  any  plans  decided  on,  but  also  to  give  advice  and 
information. 

However,  I  am  steaming  ahead,  whereas  lioth  time  and 
method  indicate  "  hanl  astern."  With  Sir  Peter  Lumsden 
arrived  Mr  A.  Condie  Stephen,  Captain  lUirrow,  Nawab 
Mir/.a  Hasan  Ali  Khan,  and  Mr  Simpson,  tlie  special  artist 
of  the  '  lllustmteil  I/>ndon  News.'  Colonel  Stewart  lias  been 
detained  in  England  hy  ill  health,  but  it  is  just  possible  tluU 

'  htik-ftfti  in  the  oricnUl  c^rcnxmj  of  g«»ing  out  to  OMet  mi  MrivttL  TW 
r»nk  of  the  |«rM>nAge  that  hendii  the  ittiUtoi,  t\f  mm  uI  Um  fcnrt»  Mid  tlM 
cliMt*tice  to  which  it  goo<  out,  are  in  pn»purtion  to  tiM  rMik  ol  Om 
wriring. 
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he  nuij  jciiii  as  Inter.  Il  is  tnHkmUeilljr  to  be  rr;;reited  Uuii  he 
it  not  with  tlie  CVminiiiiftiaii,  as  i>f  coitne  hi«  imikmgcd  reei* 
deoce  in  thin  %'iciniljr  han  pvcn  him  an  tntinuiie  eoqnainUuice 
with  tlie  omutrj,  ami  the  ailvice  anJ  infonnation  lie  eouU 
liave at  nuce  afl<»nleil  wouhl  liave  been  of  aenicc.  We  luul ex* 
pertr«l  to  tinil  Mr  Herl«rt,  one  of  tlie  t^tintkH  of  the  L4^tion  ai 
Telieran,  with  (reneral  Luinailen.  Illncaa,  liowevrr,  compelleil 
him  t<i  tarn  Inck  from  Saloawar  or  tlieroahiHitA.  Of  tlie 
nni%-eniAl  coiirtcajr  ami  hmpitalitj  exprrienoe«l  hjr  the  Coin* 
miiMi«»ncr  aii«l  lii^  I^Aftjr  in  iVrua,  tlie  puhltc  has  alremlj  lieen 
tiif«iniMMl  tlirmi;:h  tlir  ci»luniii«  of  tin*  preM.  Itecctvetl  at 
Knarlli  lij  a  I'cnian  ciAirial  niiccialljr  ilcimtt^l  lijr  tlie  Shalt, 
l«■l;^'•l  ami  ent«*rtiitiicil  in  tin*  SlMiir«  own  «ca«i«le  n*si«li*m>e 
tiN-n*.  (tHUTjml  to  Teheniii  in  <»iie  of  tin*  Sltah**  own  mynl 
mrriiip-^.  ami  cm  his  arri^nl  tlitfe  ;:ranlci|  a  iHrrwuial  intrr* 
\ic'w  HI  whith  cvrrj  murk  «»f  pnalwill  ami  nmlialitjr  was 
«li«|44}'nl^wliiit  imifv  aniM  a  ni«<tiarrh  <l«i  \  (*«itil«l  nHirtt**/ 
;^•  fiirtlN*r  ^  A«liiiitt(Hl,  it  mnM  mi(.  Vd,  wliat  a  |»itjr  tliat 
l*rr*M  aIhiuM  W  mi  i*fi«Ui%*(<il  til  ltii«*ian  U*Ik*«(«  ami  KiiMian 
inirr^-M*.  tliat  it  lias  mH  tin*  |4mk  Ui  nii«c  a  little  tiii^^iT  in 
•t*lfHlt*fvmv  \  Wliat  a  cltamx*  to  k*l  «li|i  \  Here  we  ac«c  En;{* 
Uml  ami  Af;;liaiii%tan  unitin'^  to  rlirrk  the  a)3:rr%M«4i  of 
l»u««ia.  ami  w«*  km»w  tliat  Tcnuaft  true  intrrrsiti  an*  iiletitiral 
«iith  tiM'irm.  Ami  j«*t  iVnui  MamU  akaif  aaWnt  ami  neutral 
WliAt  €A\\  l«*  iIk*  motive  «i|  «nrli  a  |»»li4*jr,  if  mil  ltu«Man  ftrDs* 
Mirr  '  Ami  viluit  i«  tin*  linl«  tliat  Kii«»ia  lathis  %ml  t«»  iVraia 
t«»  allar  it*  «|i|ifvlM*n«i*>n«  whik-  il  McMllhily  uiick*rmiiira  its 
l«*wi-r  '  WImI  t'ianpi*nftiAti««n  lia«  it  {•^■iniM'il  to  it  fur  the 
l4*rntiirj  «Ntt  «»f  wittrh  it  lia«  wliiwillnl  of  corrrcti  ii  tm  its 
mirtlM-m  fnmtirr  f  With  what  |p4ilrn  a|«|iW  ia  it  seilncii^ 
iC  f^4n  the  |«th  of  wiMknu  ami  fun*«iKlit«  trkile  It  qniell/ 
•l««wils  lU  network  of  miliiarj  fottv  ar^aiml  the  noftJi  cnstt^m 
aauHe  of  lU  dominioM  f  Is  it  Herat  ami  Kamkhar— the  i^ 
rival  of  the  i:knma  lUjs  of  the  Hnflarraii  cljrnaMjr.  ami  the 
tmntimt  iriumfiiia  of  Nmlir  Miali-^tliat  are  hekl  e«t  m  a 
hail  %0  the  icwrth  mowmh  of  tlie  Ki^  thU  f  Let  him  mil 
|mt  hk  faith  in  imneoa.  An  ortcnUU  puumtalr,  if  anjr,  alwnU 
kalisrefai  tkal  |<«ivcrii» 
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Certain  it  is  tliat  the  Persian  ofticials  were  courteous  in  a 
iiiarkod  ile^cc.  At  Mnshlmd  the  Coniniission  were  housctl 
ill  s])IeiHUil  tents  in  a  j^nrtlen  outside  the  town  rcser\'ed  for 
their  solo  use,  and  on  their  arrivnl  suniic  of  the  cooks  of 
the  (Hivernor  of  Khorasan,  AlnUil-Wahhah  Khan,  Asaf-ud- 
daulah,  were  sent  down  to  |»n*i»are  their  breakfast,  and 
I  lie  (Jovcrnor's  own  hand  disconrsoil  sweet  music  during  the 
repast.  This  is  proj^rcss.  We  may  still  hope  to  dine  at  a 
Versian  re;;imcntal  mess,  to  the  strains  of  a  iVrsian  regi- 
mental hand  ;  and  if  only  some  pious  Moliannneihin  could  uu- 
earth  an  ori^'inal  antl  authentic  copy  of  the  Koran,  in  which 
thosi>  vrrsos  rnndemnin^  the  most  m<Hlerate  adtlictiou  to  tlie 
juice  nf  the  ^'rape  (even  in  jM'ivate),  and  extendiuf^  to  all  «oml 
Mussulmans  the  Jewi.Hh  ahhorrenee  for  the  IIcmIi  of  the  pi;:, 
eould  nni  1k>  found,  the  one  Uirrier  which  prevents  the 
Mohannncdan  from  liein;:  a  thoniu;:li  ^^innI  feHow  and  lioon 
eohipaniou  wiudd  1k»  removed.  We  all  know  very  well  h«»w 
little  at  heart  and  in  private  life  iHlnrattMl  MuMMulmans  are 
fottriiMl  ]>y  ilie  trammels  nf  their  ri*li;;ion.  A  very  hirj^j 
numlirr  of  them,  while  outwardly  eont'nrmin*;  to  the  prei*t*pts 
(»f  their  faith,  make  no  seena  of  their  deistie  or  atheistic 
l»cliefs.  And  as  for  ah.stention  from  intoxicating  li<|Ui»rM,  it  is 
a  law  ohserved  more  in  the  spirit  than  in  the  letter.  Tlic 
accursed  'lew  and  the  ahjert  Armenian  make  the  wine,  ami 
I  lie  wnrlliy  Mussulman  drinks  it  in  the  ]»rivacy  of  his  own 
clianilMr.  I  luusi  aduiit  that  the  Mussulman  is  rigid  on  tlit* 
suhjeci  of  }M»rk.  r»ut  then  1  donht  if  he  ever  read  Klia'j« 
"  I)iss«  rlalioii  nn  IJoast  Pi;;." 

Sir  rctcr  Lumsd(*n  reaeluMl  Mashhad  on  the  «il8t  i>ctolier,. 
and  slaved  there  two  days,  starting  on  2d  Noveuilier  fi»r| 
Saraklis,  which  was  reaelK^l  «»n  the  8lh.  Captain  Harrow 
survived  the  road  from  Mashhad  to  Sarakhs.  For  the  lir«t 
twii  luarches  inhahited  villages  aiid  cultivated  liehls  wens 
1  tasked ;  hut  durin;:  the  five  remaining  nuirches  nothing  but 
a  <lciH)pulated  jungle  (though  ea]Md>le  (»f  cultivation,  and  in 
foriucr  times  actually  eidlivated)  was  seen.  This,  of  eounie, 
is  the  Work  of  the  Turkomaus,  who  for  years  |iast  Imve  mideil 
almost  ni>  to  the  walls  of  Mashhad.    New  Sarakhs  is  a  (ort  and 
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town  on  the  kfl  bunk  of  the  Hari  Rnti.  piiTitocied  hf  •ome  400 
or  500  rertiiin  troopt.  The  river-bed  here  is  almai  half  a  mile 
wt«le  and  quite  dry,  thonirh  a  few  miles  below — if,  northward 
— the  water  reappears.  Ten  miles  south  of  Saraklis  is  a  dam 
whence  water  is  turned  olT  both  to  New  Sarakhs  and  the 
Russian  camp  between  OM  Sarakhs  anil  llie  river*bcd.  The 
Russians  could  at  anjr  moment  destroy  this  dam  and  rob 
Kew  Sarakhs  of  its  water-supplj.  The  Ruanisn  force  there 
cnosttts  of  some  600  men  housed  in  kMiknM.  There  is 
slso  an  outpost  of  GO  infsntrj  lodged  in  reed-slianties  at 
Pul-i-Kliatnn.  Wlicn  Sir  1*.  Lnmsden  arrived,  both  (teneral 
KomaroO;  tlie Governor  of  tlie  Russian  trans^*a»pian  prminee, 
and  Cokmel  AliklianofT  were  there.  Visits  were  exclian|9Pil 
l«*twcrn  Mr  Strplten  and  Colonel  AlikhanolT,  Imt  (teneral 
Komsmir  svoi<le«l  a  meetini;  with  tlie  llriti«h  Commtasioiier.^ 
lirm-ml  Xrlenojr  was  n«<  tliere.  Mr  Simpson,  who  was  m4 
frttrml  \«y  snj  dipkimstic  ties,  cn»wir«l  tlie  Hsri  Rwl  l«nl 
til  the  RuMitan  camp,  and  called  on  (General  Komamir  to 
a%k  |«*rmisiiion  to  make  some  sketches  in  tlie  m*i{:hbour* 
hood.  Thme  fou  will  see  in  due  time  in  tlie  '  lllustrateiL' 
(General  KomarofT  received  him  cfmrtenuslr.  ami  invtteil 
him  to  stop  and  see  some  Cussark  ilsnres  which  were 
bein;;  |K*rfc>micil  Itjr  tlie  Cosaacks  of  tlie  pirrison  for  the 
eilibcmtmn  of  tlirir  ollicrrs.  Tliift  pirrison  is  cnmpotJ 
of  rrpilsr  Rnnstan  infantry,  CtMsacks,  ami  irrnsular  cav* 
airy  nrrrvitnl  from  amtiiii;  tite  Trkke  and  Akhal  Turbv 
mans  So  the  Russians  are  alivadjr  bepnntni;  to  utilise  their 
Turkoman  suliirrts  fur  military  purpnsra.  They  ate  very 
hamly  frUows,  well  mounted,  hardy,  ref|uirs  no  tesits  or  com- 
missanau  graae  their  horsra  anywbeiv,  and  can  make  vety 
hmi*  mairhea.  The  Jausihith  inuftulars  in  the  Amarus  ssnriee 
are  just  the  mme  sUmp  of  troops.  Two  tfwps  {rimUm)  of 
thsm  furnish  o«r  esonrta,  and  stYwal  mere  wue  in  the  train 
el  the  XaibHU-hukuma.    See  thsm  arrive  at  the  cnmpia|^ 
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j^rounil,  picket  their  horses  all  over  the  valley  to  fjraze,  ami 
bivouac  uiuler  the  canopy  of  lieaveii.  Tlieso  are  ju.H  the 
stamp  of  men  to  oixii'ate  in  a  desolate  tract  like  Ikidkis;  ami 
if  I  lie  Iiussians  should  pnn*c  unable  to  march  a  force  of 
re^^ulars  of  all  arms  across  lUidkis  to  Ifernt,  they  would  find 
no  (lilliculty  in  despatchin<{  several  thousamls  of  these  Tur- 
komans across  it  to  co-operate  with  rc<;ulars  moving  alou^ 
the  hanks  (»f  the  Mup^hah  and  the  Ilari  Kud.  VamU!*ry  is 
pleased  to  liViel  the  Chahar  Ainiak,  as  bein«;  turbulent  and 
liki»ly  to  j,'ivc  rise  to  disputes  with  the  iiei«;hlNjurin«{  Turko- 
mans under  Kussian  ride,  thereby  emlan^ring  the  durability 
of  tiie  frontier  soon  aUnit  to  lie  deKneil.  VandK'ry  evidently 
knows  but  little  alnnit  these  trilies,  which  show  themselves 
more  tractable  than  the  Afghans  and  Turkonunis. 

Sir  IVter  Lmnsden  left  Sarakhs  on  the  11th,  and  reached 
Kubsan  on  the  10th,  liein*;  escorted  fn»m  Mashhad  to  the 
latter  ]»lace  by  a  troop  of  IVrsian  cavalry.  Supplies  for  his 
i)artv  were  laid  out  bv  the  IVrsian  (lovernnicnt  as  far  as  the 
Stoi  Pass,  and  In^yond  that  by  the  Afghans.  Mr  Finn,  of  the 
Le^^'ation  at  Tebcran,  who  takes  Ccdonel  Stewart's  place  during 
bis  alisence  on  sick-leave,  left  the  party  on  the  Perso-Afgliau 
t'n  tiitier  and  returned  to  Mashhad.  The  roatl  from  New  Saraklis 
to  Kubsan  was  surveyed  by  Captain  IVarrow.  It  is  in  a  very 
bad  state  of  rei»air,  in  some  places  liarely  |KissabIe  for  mules 
and  jxuiies.  its  banks  art*  abs«i]utely  deixqiulated.  Ituined 
torts  an<l  caravanserais  and  deserted  villages  were  the  only 
pnxtf  that  there  ever  bad  l^een  ^leiiple  settled  here.  In  one 
»»r  two  jilaces  a  few  tnfnngchU  (sort  of  anued  police)  were 
found.     'J'be  staj^'es  were  : — 

1.  SarakliH  to  Nauntzaba«1, 16 

2.  NaMrnz;i1ia<l  to  I^ubi-Kliatuii,  ....  Si 
.3.  I*iibi-Kliatuii  to  Klioja  Sahiu-u<l-diii,  .  .  S4 
4.  Khoja  SaIiiii-ikI'iUii  to  (iiiulnr,    ....  8 

.'».  (iaiiiar  to  Stoi, 17 

0.  Stt.i  to  Tutinlanikht, 10 

7.  Tiiti-ilaniklit  to  Dii-ab, Ifl 

8.  I)u-ab  to  Toniaii  Aka, 17 

0.  Toiimii  Aka  to  Kuhitaii, 16 

Total,         ....       l.'Va 
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At  CliH  niute  it  (if  totiie  Mmt^ciil  iiiipnrtniice,  I  will  enter 
into  a  fuller  (l«*iicn]*lioii.  At  I  liave  l«rff>re  tiiitl,  tito  ItitMiiiiit 
Hi4«l  riil-i-Kluitnn  tt  tlie  jiiiicti«(ii  (>f  tlio  Kctlief  with  IIms 
H«ri  Itwi,  ainl  tliey  tliut  ilcHiiinatc  two  liiuii  i»f  mlvaticr  tut 
Ma^iIuhI.  Nvnr  fiil-i-Kliatiin  tlie  cvmntry  oii  tlie  left  l«uk 
«>f  tlie  river  i«  l«>w  ami  niHltilatiii'^,  wlieivat  tlie  ri;:lit  Wnk  it 
biiftU*rr«l  lijr  lii;;h  f^rmiiMl,  w1ii«*lt  Uicli  CfHiccnN  ilie  iiiovemeiitt 
of  tnii»|ia  Wliiiwl  aii«l  enal>l<*<i  a  ffirre  ocrti|iyiti;;  it  tu  olMi»r\*o 
all  tlie  iit«iveiiK*iit<«  of  tn«»|«4  iiiaiKi'iivriii;;  on  tlic  o|i|irMite  tiile 
€>f  tlie  river.  South  of  l*ii]-i-Kliatiin  tlie  rn^il  cnaaet  a  %'erjr 
ni;ST*l  |>tJM — a  \^^,  in«h««*<l,  an  ni;cri'«l  ai  to  l«  eotn|i|i*telv  itti- 
|«%«al4e  to  wiM'elnl  artillery  or  trin«|iort.  In  it^  |irea(*ui 
rvtiHlition  it  ini|HMe«  an  efKrtual  I«irn4*r  to  tlie  a«lvance  of  an 
aniiy  nian-hin;:  on  Herat.  Ihit  if  tlie  l«u«iii.'int  arc  alhvwcil  to 
miiain  at  Tiil-i-Kluitiin.  it  canmif  l«*  (l«tuUeil  tlial  tliej  will 
take  an  earlr  o|>f«>rt unity  ««f  •etlin;*  tlieir  en;hiH*er«  tt*  work 
to  iiu|in»\«*  thin  n<i<l.*  Fnmi  iHil-i-Kliatiin  to  tlie  Znltikar 
Pa««  tlir  n;;lit  l«ink  is  UmleitHl  hy  a  alN*t*r  i»rvri|iice  Mime  ITiO 
to  'JM  ft<et  in  liei«^ht«  refi«U*nn:;  tlie  ri\t*r  inac^TwiUe.  Soeh 
a  feature  it  of  conne  a  <li«diilvMnta::e  to  a  f«*rre  ailvanein}*  to 
attaik  ll<*rat,  n«  it  would  firevetit  any  OMvi^Tttion  la^wren 
a  forre  on  tlie  hft  ainl  a  f««ne  <tii  tlie  n;;ht  laink*  At  CUnlar 
llie  nanl  lea\4*«  tlie  ri\er  ami  rrM«e«  the  eastern  «|mrt  of  the 
Jam  ran;^*  Twenty •li\e  niilea  fr«>m  ttnular  Uie  t«»p  of  the 
M«4  l*a«^  40atl  f«vi  aUi\e  tlie  1«>I  «if  tlie  llari  Itwl.  it 
n-ar  lieil.  Till*  |««i  i«  ini|«aa«ili|e  ftif  any  animak  Utt  liofiea. 
muli*«.  ami  |«iiiie^  Fnnu  tlie  to|i  «if  tlie  |iaM  to  Tttti<4lamklil 
4II  milrt)  tlie  ileacrni  it  rontiniHHit.  Three  milea  hry<mil 
iNi-ah  tlie  nm\  reji^ut  the  llari  Kud  at  a  |iUc«  namcii 
K«iMan-i-Uhi«lit,  ami  at  Toman  Aka  ntwaet  ilie  nrrr  inlfi 
Af;:han  territory. 

Knhaan  it  a  lar;>*  acn^^lintf  ^ilh^:<p,  mnlaininK  a  mined 
m^fmm  (mill  to  lia\*e  h&tm  ftmwleil  by  Uw  tnme  irtmd- 
da«i:litrr  «if  Taimnr  ljin;:»entnnioiily  cnlled  Tamerlane-* 
who  hnili  the  hM^  at  iNil-i-Khainn),  a  tolermMy  ^Lnmg  fort 
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to«a  r^  i-naama  i«  Ilia  »%M«  if  M  y»  m  Ifct  Mt 


FROM   HERAT   TO   KUUSAN.  1C3 

surrountk'd  l»y  ft  witlo  ami  «lcep  iiiont,  a  conRiilcniblo  iimnbcr 
of  dwelling's,  wliotlicr  teiianlcil  or  deacrtccl,  mul  ft  lftr;»c  area 
of  walle<l  ^'aniens  ami  fields.  We  were  ftll  ;;lftd  to  ol>taiii 
hore  a  |iloutiful  8ui»|>ly  of  tlried  lucerne  for  our  lionet,  who 
for  some  weeks  had  l»eeii  fed  ftolely  on  Uioan"  (chopi>c<l  ittmw) 
and  harloy.  The  nnusual  cold  of  the  weather  from  the  15th 
to  20th  XovenilKjr  createtl  ft  jjreat  deninnd  for  wnrni  clothing 
for  servants  and  horses — a  demand  of  which  the  Herati 
traders  t(M)k  every  advantaj^e.  Since  the  2lHt  November  we 
have  enjoyed  eom]>andively  mihl  and  pleasnnt  weather.  Tlie 
hanks  of  the  Hari  Knd  for  .s^mie  miles  above  and  lielow 
Knhsjin  are  thickly  overj^rown  with  ]>«iplar8,  ninnj  of  wliich 
had  heen  previously  felled  to  provi<le  our  camp  witli  fircwoml, 
a  jdenlifnl  snj»i»ly  of  which  durin;;  the  intense  cold  was  a 
;,MHls('nd  to  all.  In  this  jnn^^le,  they  Siiy,  ti;;cr8  were  fcmnd 
not  many  years  a^'o.  The  area  of  lantl  under  cultivation 
around  Kniisan  is  very  considerable.  Some  nine  miles  wo«t 
of  Kulisan  is  situati'd  tlie  fort  named  Kafir -Kalah,  till 
recently  claimecl  by  tlie  Persian  (iovernmcnt.  The  Afghan 
frontier  outpost  is  now  there,  the  Persian  l>eing  at  Karix. 

Althou^'h  Kuhsan  is  not  a  lively  place,  we  all  of  ns 
ihomui^'hly  enjoyed  our  \ve<'k*8  rest  fnun  the  18th  to  the 
24lh.  When  I  say  rest,  I  tlo  not  mean  idleness,  but  enianci- 
])ation  from  daily  marrhin;,'  and  rising  liefore  cock-crow.  We 
h;id  nothing  to  shoot,  though  a  solitary  wiKwlcock  was  8i*cn. 
Xfjin-r  Herat  large  Hocks  of  thick,  teal,  and  sand-grouso 
proniiscd  excellent  sjM»rL  hail  we  hatl  leisure.  However,  we 
had  plenty  to  do  for  the  lir.st  four  or  five  days.  How  to 
keep  warm  was  a  j^rohlem  we  all  strove  hanl  to  solve,  ami 
1  doubt  if  many  of  us  were  successful.  When  (leneral 
Lumsden  arrived  on  the  19ih,  the  arningements  and  pre|vini- 
tions  for  our  future  movements  connnenced.  Tlie  ollicera 
<»f  the  InUdligenci;  Department  made  excursions  to  Kafir* 
Kalali  and  (Ihorian,  and  those  of  the  Survey  were  busy  com- 
pleting ihrir  j>ast  work  and  preparing  for  the  future.  Every 
*"»c  had  arrears  of  ollieial  and  private  work  to  pull  ujk  TIi« 
^  "^nmi.ssariat,  with  l»ccoming  unselHshness,  was  busy  proviti* 
'"^'  Warm  clothing  for  us  ftll,  while  every  individual  wm 
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Milrly  iilMfiHH<«l  in  fm>tectin;*  "  X«i.  1 "  fnnit  llie  Ifiiter  ookL 
i>ii  the  22«l  ftiMl  2*'kl.  when  tlic  roiiU*«i  niwl  innvctuciita  of  ilie 
Me%*mil  pciitH*^  Im(I  \*vrn  t\ci'h\v*\,  ccHiimeticiHl  iIm  work  of  Uto 
Train«finft.  Xo  cI«niU  t Ik*  prime  cmite  of  tlie  tlincvHitrnl  antl 
iti%QU»nliiMti4Hi  of  th«)  mtiirl  owners  himI  <ln%'ert  niAjr  lie 
tmcnl  to  tin*  tn*atinctit  tltf*3r  i*\|M*rH*tici'«1 — (Ik*  QuiHU  men 
m  tlte  luin«lii  of  tltc  ciHitmrior  AUIiillali  Klian.  iiihI  iIkmc  ««f 
ArumUni,  Sahjciwar,  iin«l  llonit  Mi  Uie  IiaimN  <»f  Uie  Af|$luui 
nflirtaK  Tlie  nomiiiAl  nite  of  Inn*  fif  nil  tlic  rnnirh  enpif^l 
wm%  lU.  35  ii-niontli ;  IniI  it  in  ^vr}"  rorUitn  tluit  llie  owner* 
tltrm^fhf^,  c^itef'tally  tltc  Af;:liiin  owiK*r«.  ri*t*vivG«l  IniI  a 
uaanliriini  «»f  tliiii  e\<»rl>ttAiitly  hi;!li  rlmr;^*.  Tliai  mii  o|«pof 
tiitiity  <»f  l1<T«'in;*  tin*  w<««ihli)r  llriti«li  <tt»%i*ntnHMit  »li«iukl  \m 
tliniwn  iiwiiy  wm  «Kit  «»f  the  <|nrMi<Hi.  Iiat  tliat  iIk*  lMim14e 
miiir|-4miier  hImhiUI  \v  allowi^il  io  take  tin*  mtwil  cmtkl  mA 
lie  tolrrati**!  f«»r  a  iiHHnrtit.  N^:  iIn*  f*iantain-lH*»«l  «af  our 
triNiUU*^  iiUiut  tmii*|iiirt  niii<4  \m*  «iitt;:lit  f«ir  in  lii;;lM*r  uml 
Ufm^  fa^iHin^l  rinli-n.  If  ilir  ntnM*l-«*wii«»r  liini«(*lf  eotiM 
lia%e  ]:»<  \Ik  .'i.'i  a-ni«Hitli  Ih*  m^HiM  l».i\i*  ;7>iie  witli  n*  to  tlie 
iiiiit|««li*«.  An<l  wlmt  ranieU*  Tlie  QiN*tta  ntntnrt«ir,  with 
nil  liK  fniilt^  urn!  %liort<^>intii^,  at  lm%t  pi%'e  lu  fin«*  fall* 
;.'r«mti  ;iiiiiiia1«;  iNit  of  tlic  nMi«lili«»it  ami  ra|«U|itH-«  of  the 
tnii«|«^  tliat  rr|4a«Til  tlM*iii  at  KiiliMn — mt-ll.  tin*  l«-%i  mml 
tin*  bettrr.  TlM-ir  i^iy^M-al  inferiority.  Innrr^er,  nii;:lit  liave 
U^ii  r\ru«eil  if  ilH*ir  owner*  li:i<l  e%*iiio*«l  a  rt*a«»iiial4e 
trartalility  of  tli«pi«iitHin.  S»  flli«(^»iiteiiU<«l,  lio«e\rr.  wefv 
tliry  with  tin*  tenii«  on  mhii-li  tliry  lia«l  lieen  eiipi;:vil  or 
im|iffr««nl  by  Uie  Af;;lian  ofliriaK  ami  «ii  averve  «ier«  xWty 
to  tlir  KiihI  of  eiii|4i>yinent  Un  wliirli  tliey  were  <lealiiic«l, 
that  tlieir  olMirnrtne  tarttm  vrry  nearly  i44i)^r«l  tlie  Cam* 
iui«Mii«  to  |«i«t|»iCK*  lU  tlf>|«rture  l«*)tiiiil  the  2MU,  <>n  the 
mmwmni;  «if  tlia  24tli,  (^enrral  Lam«ilen'«  party,  cnii«i«litt|{  el 
Mr  A.  C*«4Mlie  S(e|4im.  C  a|iUin«  IhinuMl  llarmw.  ami  lit 
|jM*«if«,  Major  HoMich  and  ^Ir  SimiMia,  ami  Mirca  llaMn 
All  Khan,  with  an  earort  of  541  Uttcv  under  C^afilain  llealh, 
ami  Hvryrvifi  I'harlea  in  meiliral  iluirj^p.  Ivini:  ptfiviilril  with 
mnle  ami  pnny  tnin«|Mirt«  lUneil  f<«  Taigileh.  It  waa  bi« 
ImmM  that  Cai4ai«i  iinfr,  Maitlaml,  ami   I'Mcnrka.  awl 


U6 


CHAPTER    VI. 


KrilAAX   TO  HALA  MrBCillAll. 


Km«ua  K%i4«o»a.  ^ft%B  Kilt 

It  h  nrarlr  ft  f«>rtiii;:1il  •iiire  tlio  ('aiiiiiiiiv»tnii  ii|4ii  tt|i  IniA 
f<vur  pttrlH^n  of  viir}'iii;:  nisx*  with  \iinr<l  <>l*j«<«i4.  rikI  in 
iifi«4lii*r  tilt  (UjTt  tlic  iiujctrity  <»f  tu  will  U*  ri*a«iii*fiil4nl  in 
wiiiti^*4|tur1«*rt.  (Itnluir  Slmiulci  in  iIn*  \AtHx*  nri^^tmilljr  li\ral 
oil  «t  Knli^n.  Uii  ii«»w  I  lir«r  \:l*^h*  nittHHirii  tluil  tlie  faUb 
•m  \\skU  Miir^'luili  «n*  iinimtvtti;;.  It  \%  Mii«l  tliAt  the  btUT 
l*Urr  i^  waniK*?.  Imt  thr  f«intirr  .iffonU  iii«in*  4ii|«|4it*^  Kiir 
tin*  |<i«i  tlmn*  lUyt  wc  liavt*  n*rt'i%i^l  waniiii^  fn>iii  the 
wititlii'r  tluit  iIm*  wiiitrr  in  iit;:h.  lli*n%'3r  li»w  t|i>iiiU,  uml 
niiti  lilt*  A  St^Ki-li  iiit*l.  with  II  «lAiiip  rliilljT  iittiii«*|»lH*n«  aim! 
f^•a  at  tii;;lit.  liA%t*  ti*4  ntkh^il  l«t  I  lie  j«*y«  •»(  lifiv  T«»-iUy, 
««  wr  ituin'lM*«l  fn*iii  Khu4ik  U*  Kli«aj«  Kiiliiii«lir.  wr  mm 
^••rw  1)111;;  ••o  tlic  niii^  tif  liilU  iliaUiiii  «*iii(*  iiiih*«  t»  tmr 
rn:lit— 1^^  t<»  tlK*  wmih.  f«ir  (Hir  oHinn*  ti|»  iIm*  KhmUik  Uml 
fan  ra%t  tif  tmtth  f*l  mM.  lUU  Mur^'liah  li«ai,  m  ktinml  Mi 
KhitUiK.  \wrm  crt'tt|«it^l  hy  ii  «iHtk<tiimt  «•!  1000  (•nuie  Mjr  500) 
fiiMilic«  «•!  JuiiiUinIh  frutii  tlie  Utirr  |»liu^  niMWf  Amiiinlbh 
Khan,  thtnl  tnu  «i|  tlir  Utr  chirl,  Kliaii  Api.  vhmn  Ajmh 
Khan,  nig««ltlMililjr  it  wnnhl  tcmi.  (mt  If*  ilcttth  in  IMUL 
It  it  tttiJ  that  r%rn  tlnil  •rrrn*  ftmi  iMi|»4ilk  ftci  Imm  noi 
•lim«ic«l  tf*m  hini(Ayiih  Klian)  tlie  t>i]r«U]r  ami  •ymimil^ 
ol  the  JsttMhiclic  Him  irtntmirut,  ho«rr%rf,  mmj  \m  imrinj 
with  cnnlion.  Mlicihrr.  liowvvrr.  tht  Jftn^hhlii  u%  fftilhfnl 
nJhrtttili  ol  Anur  AUInr  ItahnMin  or  not.  ihrjr  oUjr  hh 
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WhcsU^,  nml  are  now  cultivating  llsila  Mur^glmb,  which  for 
some  years  had  been  desertctl.  Similarly,  Aminullah  Khan, 
scccuul  son  of  Khan  Aj^'ii.  was  installe<l  la-H  year  as  Gov- 
ernor of  ranjdeh.  hy  a  recent  onler  of  the  Amir.  Aniin- 
iillah  Khan  lins  lieen  replace<l  hy  Yalantush  Khan.  Tlie 
<»coupalion  of  Panjileh,  the  heafhiuiirtem  of  the  Sanik 
Turkomans,  antl  of  Hala  Mnr^^liah  hy  Afghan  troi»|iH,  is  im- 
(Inubtodly  a  counter-str<»ke  to  the  aggrcKsive  uiovonieiit«  of 
liiissia,  and  not  im]»rohahly  the  outcome  of  suggestions  made 
1>y  a  (lovernmont  which  is  ]de<lgeil  to  exclude  Ku9sian  iu- 
thicnco  from  Afgliaiiistan.  The  Sanik  Turkomans,  alaniietl 
hy  I  lie  annexation  of  Morv,  sent  envoys  more  tlian  a  year  ago 
to  Herat  inii>Ioring  Afghan  ]>rotcction.  The  di*s|iatch  of 
Yalantush  Khan  was  tin;  res)Kui.se.  There  is  not  much  (kniht 
that  the  Kussian  (Government,  whether  as  the  dominant  |iower 
in  Turkistan  and  over  the  great  majority  of  Turkomans,  or  as 
the  suzerain  (»f  the  Amir  of  rxikhaiTi,  whose  ancestors  ha%'e 
now  and  again  extended  their  fnmtiers  to  Maimena  and 
l*anjdeh,  or  even  farther  south,  will  advance  a  claim  to  all 
territory  now  oeeupieil  hy  Turkomans  and  TzU^ks.  However, 
it  seems  ecpially  imjirohahle  that  the  (Government,  who  is 
taking  u]>  tin*  cndgt*ls  on  l»ehalf  of  the  Amir  of  Afghanistan, 
will  he  ilis|H»scd  t<»  admit  any  stu'h  claim;  and  indeetl,  UHh 
nil  the  grouiul  of  ]»reseri|»live  right  and  presiMit  |H>f«H\MifMi, 
the  Af;:han  claim  is  so  strong  as  scarcely  l<»  admit  of  lieing 
ovcniiled.* 

(ifiicral  hinnsdeii's  parly  must  have  n*aelicil  l*anj«h*h 
three  or  four  days  ago.  Tin*  (iovernor  of  Herat  encam|Hnl 
at  TutiK-hi  on  the  2'.)lh  ultimo  when  we  were  there,  and  on 
the  .*>Otli  marched  for  Kar.i-ta]ia  to  join  the  (fcneral.  On 
the  L^Tlli,  as  w'v  ntiMMl  on  the  lop  of  n  high  |H.*ak  aUivo  the 
]«asM  ]»y  which  we  crossed  the  so-calle^l  l*ani|iamisus  (known 
locally  as  the  Kiih-i-Kaitu)  fnuii  Cliashma-i-sahx  to  Asialn 
dev,  we  (hen  saw  the  (Joveriior  and  his  escort  crossing  tlie 
(f'lfJtt  fn>m  (ihorian.  When  I  say  we  saw  them,  I  mean  wo 
saw  the  dust  they  raisetl.  Crossing  the  raro]Mimisus  hy  ilio 
Bame  ])ass  as  we  did,  tlu^y  marched  imndlel  to  and  between 

*  Mii<lit,  however,  limt  ••vcrnilnl  ri|^ii. 
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«•  ftml  that  mn^.  cmMin^  our  nwite  at  TtittichL  IVtolate 
••  IWMlkit  in  now.  it  luui  yet.  at  IvnH  neiir  tlie  iVmipcunbtts, 
a  watcr-iiipi»ly  miipfe  f«>r  (Irinkin;;  piirpnict,  tlimi^  imt  liin^ 
etMMi;:lt  to  irripitc  iiK>re  tlinn  a  tiiuill  iimi  of  IiiimL  Him 
bttrr  |M>ittt,  liowrvcr.  in  a  cmintrj  wlicrv  niiii-rn»[«  are 
r\t«ttiiivi*l]r  ^T%>vii  (an,  f«>r  itmliiiice.  at  Kliufthk.  when*  tlie 
ti*|«i  atMl  ftktpcii  of  tlir  litlU  oil  citKcr  l<aitk  are  ctiUi%'atvil. 
an«i  al«n,  !  am  t«»|il.  at  Ikiki  Miir;;luiU  and  Ifainirtia)  ia  of 
n<*  ii^rrml  nHHiiefit.  I  am,  of  amrmf.  nficiikin;:  in  |«iiticiilar 
of  tlie  coQutrr  wr  tra%crite*l  mirtli  of.  ami  |«nilk*l  to,  tlie 
ran»|«mijiuii,  ami  «lii>tant  tli«*n*fnmi  amm*  15  to  20.  mik*a. 
K\rrr  frw  mik*«  a  Mnmni  €TniMt*fl  our  )aith — a  »|Hin|{  «»f 
flrlNiou«.  cool,  ck-ar.  »|«rklin;:  water,  tlie  fairitr  of  tiM 
a|*|«-aninre  of  wliirli.  )H»wever,  wa«  often  nfMiik^l  liy  tke 
IiIm  k  ^ti\  «>f  the  clianm*!.  In  fart,  tlie  noil  ta  Min|»ly  prrj!* 
nant  with  ft|inn;:«.  ami  rrmlr  to  ;n^e  larth  to  tliem  on  tlie 
Mnallr«t  |tri*%oi*iitN»ii.  A  ffW  turn*  of  a  »|ia«le  wtmhl.  I 
think.  I«  tlie  «»itly  human  a«»iataiicv  rr«|nii\*tl ;  nature  wtmkl 
iWt  the  rr<.  rirntiful.  lH>we%'i*r.  a«  in  tlie  mater  Ih^tv,  it  ia 
mit  w>  with  ffiml  ami  ftvkler.  Hieae  hitter  are  ■•/.  exee|ii 
;,'ritin$;.  All  «iur  •n|>t>liea  ami  tlnwe  for  the  (teuerara  |airt]r 
ami  tlie  Nail»-nl-hiikiiiiia  ami  hit  ftuitr  IumI  to  lie  aeiit  fnmt 
Herat.  Khntltk.  ami  Kalah*i*nan.  AltlNai^rh  tlie  eimntrj  fur 
20  or  30  miles  to  tlie  north  of  tlie  IVipi|aimiMi«  it  fairly  well 
m|i|iliei|  «iith  i»ater  tliere  i%  little  «»r  mine  heyi^nl  tliat«ex* 
re|<  nm  the  mute  fmm  Ctnlran  rwl  Kan«;nuili  ami  AikM 
Yalan  to  I*«l-i«Kliatan.  C*<iii«e«|iiently  tlw  nwn'eoiciii  ol 
rrpikir  truop*  acm«  it  wouki  W  a  matter  ol  mm»9  tlUi* 
mlty.  Tlw  trrrpikir  hotae  ol  tlie  net|:hlaNirin|t  UklrkCai 
W  tliay  TnrkoMan.  Af|H»Mi.  or  of  tlie  Ctiahar  Aimak  trihaa^ 
imle|iemlent  a«  they  art  of  eimmiMariat.  think  Uttk  ol 
tffnvwauig  iu  arid  tracta.  I^a•a•ldy.  alao^  tlia  Connck  wmM 
Ihai  in  no  okiCoclo  lo  hia 


C*ar 

I  tMky  haofd  of  tho  arrirml  ol  Nr  rHcr  LnsMdes 
ri^tdafc,  OS  tho  ad  inotant    Hia  maidioa  oio  oa  foUowa  :^ 
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Xilr«L 

Nov.  24.  KuliNin  to  Chru*limA-i-i«alix,  ...  23 

„    2r».  Cliaxliiiitvi-miltz  to  A^inb-dcv,      .        .         .  lOj 

„     2(i.  Ai«iab-<lfV  to  Kiir.ilm<;h,       ....  8 

„    27.  KamW;*!!  to  Tiituchi, 10 

„    28.  Tuluclii  to  Knm-ta|iA,  .        .        .         .  2» 

„    20.  Kum-tapA  to  Clmiimii-i-U'«l,        .        ,         .  ITj 

,,    30.  Cliaiiiaii-i-lHM|  to  Ka1ali-i-iiiaur, .        .         .  20J 

Di>c.    1.  Kalah-i-iiianr  to  Uurj-i-AiiJuir  Khan,  •        .  O 

„      2.  Biirj-i-Au74ir  Khan  to  l*ul-i-k1ii>*liti,   .        .  10 

Total,  .        .        .       14«} 

As  far  ns  Tntuclii,  CJoiuTal  Luin.s<U*ir.s  niul  Colotivl  ]%i«l;:i»- 
way's  |)artii's  f()]lt»\ViHl  the  mjuiio  nMitc.  At  Knni-tn|ia  the 
foriiior  cntorud  the  vaMev  of  the  Klnishk  niid  ffillowc«l  it 
thence  to  Tul-i-khishti  (the  hri«l;,'e  of  hricks,  not  INil-i-kinhti, 
(»r  hri(l;,'e  of  Uiats,  ns  ]»rinte(l  in  the  hitest  Survey  map),  where 
it  flows  into  tlie  Mnrirhah.  hi  the  Khiishk  valley  iiiiiiiliers  of 
cnf»nnons  |»i^'s  were  seen,  an<l  four  sjH»are<l  We,  however, 
saw  neither  pi^'s  nor  th<'ir  traces  near  Khu^hk  ami  1iotwet*ii 
that  ])hu'e  anil  Khwaja  Kalan<lar,  althou;(h  their  tnuvs  were* 
Si'cn  on  tlic  hanks  of  a  small  stream  (hirin*;  our  march  into 
Khnshk  on  2<l  Dccemher.  Since  we  criiss***!  the  l'an»iioiui.HU9 
we  have  l»een  travcrsinj:  a  country  tliat  allonlA  l»y  m»  mvaiifl 
a  ]M)()r  field  to  the  s|Mirtsiuan.  The  hi^  <^me  ^howc<l  itsc*lf 
most  wiM  ami  wary;  hut  that  is  to  lie  e.\i>ecte<l  in  a  country 
where  every  man  carries  a  ^uii  ami  must  men  are  ft|iortsnieii. 
^V]u•n  we  were  at  Chashma-i-sahz,  siuitli  of  the  iVirufianiijiUJi, 
a  report  came  in  that  some  twenty  Turkomans  were  luin^n^ 
ahout  the  northern  s])urs  of  that  rau'^e  in  pursuit  of  the  wild 
ass  (ffvr  or  gvrakhnr),  a  rumour  that  came  near  liein^  ex- 
a;,';,'erate<l  into  a  scare  of  an  nhtman,  Tlie  ori<^n  of  tliis 
wonl  (f/nmnn,  aj>plie(l  to  a  jKiriy  of  Turkoman  miilcni,  is 
l>er]iaps  not  generally  known.  It  is  an  Arabic  tcnn,  sipii- 
fyin;^',  in  this  case  at  least,  very  mitch  the  same  as  itftHrt  qui 
pnit.  It  is  the  cry  of,  ami  warnin;;  raiseil  hy,  the  terrified 
traveller  or  ^Ksasant  surprisetl  on  the  road  or  in  tlio  field, 
and  seeing,'  no  escajHi  from  death  or  lifelong  slavery.  And 
finally,  the  term  cxjtressing  the  eirect  was  applied  to  tlie 
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catKie.  Itat  to  revert  to  tlio  wild  (Icniiont  of  IWilkit:  we 
nw  Uif;:e  Ih'hU  of  mitelftpi*.  Uit  no  wilt!  tlwt  no  one  oouU 
prt  witliin  200  ynnU  of  tlieiii,  if  im>  nc«r.  A  few  wrijfmi 
( Willi  alirep).  lH*n*  cnXM  tmuH  or  k^ek^  were  oliterved  at  a 
di^tanre.  Vcr}"  fine  ft|ie<*tMH*nii  of  tlN*ir  Inimft  were  iieen  in 
ftmie  f»f  tlie  ^mm/c  In  tlie  Zianit-i-Ui«;lii]:-kluinA,  ncnr 
Khttfdik,  I  MW  II  fine  fKiir  of  iMtmft  which  stron^cly  renemltleil 
tlime  f»f  tlie  llanih«in}*ii  of  C*(iAhin«*n*,  tlniuf'h  oilien  Imve 
ftu;;pmtc«l  tliAt  tlM*y  are  llHwe  <>f  tlie  SiU*rijin  iitA}^  Widvet 
iin«l  Uy\v%  we  Mw,  l»ut  tin*  ni;:p*<ln<*M  ctf  llie  c«mntrr  pi\*e 
dii^  no  rhnncH*  iifter  tlK*m.  We  were  nil  |Kirtiriiliirljr  keen 
to  ace  a  wild  «%«.  hut  f«irtiiiie  ditl  not  favour  \\k  TIh*  leo|ianl 
i«  Mit<l  to  iMunt  tlie  riin>|>aniiMi«,  aimI  tlie  ti;^*r  tite  jun|*le8  cif 
the  Khtt^hk  And  Mor^^liah  %alleyi.  Oi  Miiall  ;fanie.  tlie  tkikmrt 
(ml  k*;^*«l  |«rttHl;^*)  w.t«  foumi  in  alMindnnce  on  any  rockjr 
ftlt>|4*4  m*ar  a  %tn*aui ;  Mii|«e  on  e%*(*ry  Int  «*f  nuinhr  ;:rcNind ; 
diM'k« t«*al, ami  ;:ee«e'iK'«r  Kliu%lik  ;  and  tiM*  »%yi%k*mmm^ut  Idack- 
l^rmAtc*!  •aiMl'^^nmae,  ^a%  fret|iirnllr  aeen  in  bir;:«  lltickt. 

I  mtiAt,  liowever,  turn  fnun  tin*  trivial  tlienie  of  ;9iine,  bij; 
or  antall.  tn  tlie  more  i»ei;:lit}'  »uhje«-t  of  tlie  ni«>veinenta  ami 
intere^a  *4  i\w  (*«»inint««i4*ii.  It  %%  evnUmt  tlmt  tlie  lower 
cU««ra  of  tlie  Af;:linn«  and  Cluiluir  Aitiiak  Itjr  no  mean*  com* 
prrlienil  tlie  td>i«^  f«ir  which  a  llntuh  I'tiinuit^ton  liaa  liec« 
•eni  lief\*.  It  la  n<4  to  lie  eK|aTteil  tliejT  aliotthL  I  waa 
aakeil  tlie  oilier  daj  liy  a  Jantalii«li  wliat  our  little  camtt 
wiMtkl  d<i  if  tlie  Ktt«aiant  wanted  to  fi;;lit  Hail  I  laren 
lirmie  to  oriental  fipin^  of  ftf^TTh.  or  \encd  in  oriental 
verarttj.  I  alioalil  lia%e  rr|4inl  tliat  tme  Itriton  waa  a  matdi 
for  a  ai^ire  of  Knaaiana,  ami  iliat.  %n|»|wirteil  hy  tlie  imioMi* 
taldr  valour  of  tlie  Jamahtdia«  we  wunhl.  /aaA^/ZiiA,  make 
Ike  KiuMan  l«ite  the  dual.  Vtetn^  a  atm|4e  KngliahwMn.  I 
•ud  llaal  nntlier  i»e  nor  Uie  Unaaaana  had  at  preneni  coMa 
iMTt  to  fii:Hl  wtUi  the  deadlj  arwM  ol  war.  Ibcn^b  ilnahtlw 
Ihoat  wilj  wra|mcia  «il  intripM  and  diplcimary,  Uie  imippm 
and  iIm  fieft.  would  ftnd  thetr  w««k  cat  onl  fuc  ihauiu  Hf  \ 
Mrtcnepaor  did  noi  deem  Uiia  anawer  taUafacuirjr,  for  Im     ( 

AMAA    l««^^it     -  tUft    MtMM*    tl..    Ummm^mm    immimM^   mm    A^ikt.         1 


liifnaiad,  *  Dm  anpfvaa  the  KiiMJiai  iaaiil  m  %kt- 
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ing  at  once/**  Seeing  llint  a  Icnpfthy  cxjKwition  of  Ku.ssian 
policy  would  not  be  likely  to  convince  my  anuivinioii,  I  toW 
him  llmt  in  that  case  he  would  soon  see  some  tliousnmU  of 
liritish  troops  where  now  there  were  hut  a  few  htimlreiU 
If  the  ideas  of  one  man  may  l»c  held  to  reprewnt  thoAc  of 
the  fjjenerality,  two  inferences  may  1x5  drawn  from  this  con- 
versation :  firstly,  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  would 
nr»t  view  with  disfavour  the  presence  of  a  stronj;  British  force 
horo  as  a  protect  ii)n  against  Kussian  aggression ;  and  sct^>ndly, 
tliat  tliey  deem  sucli  a  force  necessary,  and  are  surprisoil  to 
see  nothing  hut  a  weak  escort. 

Tlicre  is  a  ri-jwat  cunvnt  whicli  may  cx]dain  why  tlie 
inliahitants  of  these  <listricts  antici^Kite  some  resort  to  force. 
Sonu'  two  weeks  ago  iiiformation  ri'acheil  (ihaus-udHlin,  the 
Afglian  (leneral  cinnmanchng  at  Vn\\i\  Murgliah,  thnuigli 
Ynhintusli  Kluni,  (lovernor  of  ranjdeli,  that  Alikhanofr(hcre 
always  caUed  Ali  Klian)  was  advancing  with  a  iKxIy  of  troiipH 
to  (Kruj)y  the  last-named  place.  The  Afghan  Ctenoral,  with 
landa])lo  energy  and  promjailude.  startnl  off,  acc«im|innietl  hy 
all  his  cavalry,  with  a  f<M»t-soMier  seatetl  liehind  each  troi>pcr, 
for  ranjdeh  (at  the  same  lime  sen^ling  ofl' s]»eeial  messengi^rs 
to  the  Xail>-ul-hnk\ni)a  and  Kazi  Saad-ud-din),  and  on  arrival 
there  found  AlikhanofV  near  Pul-i-khishti.  lie  at  once  wri»te 
to  ask  Alikhanotrs  intentions,  intimating  tliat  if  he  wiKhe«l  to 
tight,  he  was  (piite  ]»re])aivd  to  resist  him.  AliklianoH',  finding 
that  he  was  tod  late,  then  withdrew.  If  tliis  ninry  l>c  true, 
then  it  would  a]»pear  that  Alikhan4>n,  who  is  said  to  have  lieoii 
at  Sarakhs  on  the  8th  when  (Jenend  Lumsden  arrival  tliere, 
must  have  started  for  Panjdeh  wnai  after  the  latter  left  for 
Knhsan.  We  furthermore  see  in  this  occurrence, — firstly,  a 
s]>eeimeu  of  the  manceuvres  hy  which  the  mcmben  of  tlie 
h'ussian  Connnissinn  h<»]»e  to  outwit  the  liritisli ;  and 
secondly,  a  practical  pnM»f  of  the  determination  of  Uie 
Afghan   to   manfully  resist   Kussian   aggression   ami   to   lie 

'  CircuiiifUiicrN  have  provetl  that  the  untutored  jMnnhhli  niort  aoctirmtcly 
forccant  tlie  future  than  all  the  i»«i»ieiice  of  h  Minintry  htmltX  by  Mr  OlMkii«« 
•lul  U^TtX  (Jmnville. 
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cmr  true  fncwln  ami  ftllien.  If  it  lie  abo  true  that  tiM 
Humkli  Tiirk«miAnt  tiilicitctl  Af;:luiii  proiectifin.  die  Huttiaii 
rliiitu  to  l*iinj<li*li  Imm  n<it  a  lej;  to  ttmHl  on.     Of  tlie  feeling 

\  fif  tW  VtU'k  |M»|mlati«Hi  nt  ami  aniatHl  Mnintciiii  I  liAve  m 
Tct  lit^nnl  itotliin^;  Imt,  jufl^nj;  liy  tlie  ftiiti|«ith]r  *4  tlw 
Janmltiilit  ami  tlie  Turkoniann  at  iVinj^lrli,  ami  tlie  ruiuouretl 
ili«mittmt  of  tlie  Tt*kkefi  at  Mcr%'.  miC  to  nicnti<Ht  tliat  their 
«tatn4  umler  Af;:lmn  rule  i*  far  nion*  imk*pfmk*nt  tlian  it 

'  nifiukl  l«  amk*r  Ku^^ian,  it  in  not  unrra^'nalile  to  conclmle 
tliat  tlie  {:enemuji  olVt»r  of  l»n«iian  «nai*niintr  ami  iimtectitm 
will,  if  ma«U\  nii*«*t  irith  Imt  a  lukvuarm  rece|itiiin,  if  not  a 
flom  iiri;;lit  rrfuval. 

<K  tiM*  four  tnU*ii  of  tlic  dialinr  Atiiuik. •l.ini^ti«li«.  Ilaiaras 
Tjttiiatii«,  ami  Finixkulii«i.  tin*  two  foniirr  akHH*  trcu|ir  terri* 
t*<rr  ailjiN'rnt  to  tin*  |m»liiiMf*  frontier  «»f  tW  futun*.  Of  tlie 
«li*triliulH«n  of  iIm*  .lflm%lii«lit  ami  llfliara«.  at  wr  are  or  have 
U'Tii  in  tlH*ir  iiii<l«t,  I  will  p\e  a  ft*w  tkHaiK  Tlie  lieail* 
«|tuirtrr«  <»f  tin*  Jamnliiili  lril«  ia  at  Kliii«hk,  in  wliicli  t«mn 
ami  in  tlie  o^ljaiYnt  villji;:t«ii  nmttcrr*!  eA<4waril  al<>n;;  tlie 
l«ink«  tif  tin*  Kliu«lik  vf  aimm;*  tin*  m*i;;lil«iunii«,!  liilU,  ami 
tlirm^  mvrtliWAnI  to  tlir  K«iCAl-i-Zimh*lia«liaiii.  which  we 
cr"»«i*t|  cm  t«»-4l.iv*«  iiuin-li,  ami  which  i«  tlie  l«mmkirj-ltiie 
U-twrt-n  tlir  J«iiii%liitli  ami  llaxara  rountrr,  tlie  |«t|iMlation  ia 
e«timAtni  At  nUmt  2000  fauiilir«L  A«hl  ttt  tliia  tlie  1000 
alrrmh  iiirtitHinni  a«  kv-atcil  at  IkiU  Mur;:hali,  ami  anme  ^MW 
t«*  ItiOO  f«milir«  witl  to  l«  reMiWtit  in  tir  an^uml  Herat.  The 
tUUM  Mm  of  KImui  A|n^.  lUkkir  Ktili  KImii,  rrMilea  in  llmt. 
lie  i«  laiil  to  1«  a  man  of  m»  aUliiv  <ir  inllumee,  ami  waa 
lirtK^e  •ii|«f4aiitnl  in  tlie  chirftainUiip  l»)r  the  arcoml  ann, 
YalantaUi  Khan.  ««  wlititn  tlie  Amir  Uwtoweil  the  title  ol 
Anun*ml-4la«lah  when  lie  letit  him  rermtlj  to  nccw|i)r  and 
cm-em  l*anjileh.  Tlie  lortiieU  fraiileocw  ol  the  chief  of  the 
rUn  m  tttnaieii  in  the  town  of  Khntlik.  Wali  llohamwed 
Khan,  nephew  ami  aim-in*Uw  ol  Khan  A^,  at  ptraent  rmkl* 
m^  thrnr.  ^ititctl  iukmel  lU^wnjr  clnnn^:  <^r  halu  Thia 
iamilj  M  anid  to  be  connecteil  \^  matrimonial  tiet  Iwth  with 
Ajnh  Khan  ami  llnia  Jan.  The  reipiini;  «e  aapirtng  rwlera 
of  Afghanwlan  ham  a  atmpb  ami  popikr  methoil  of 
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ciliatinj*  to  themselves  chiefs  of  whose  allc<^ncc  thcr  are 
ilouhtful,  hy  t.akin*;  to  wife  one  of  their  near  female  relatives. 
Such  a  moth(Hl,  however,  when  couiiterlKilaiicetl  hy  the  assa.^- 
sinntion  of  the  cliief  himself,  is  apt  to  fail  in  its  ohject.  Tlie 
cliief  of  the  Hazarns,  M«)liainme(l  Khan,  Nizain-nil-tlaulah, 
with  another  hrother,  MohammcMl  Knli  Khan,  is  now  livin;; 
at  Kalah-i-iiau,  the  chief  town  of  the  trilic.  Of  the  two  other 
brotliors,  one,  Sher  ^rohamme<l  Khan,  is  said  to  be  with  the 
Xaib-iil-hukuma,  and  the  otlier,  Mahmud  Khan,  with  the 
Amir  at  Kahnl.  The  two  latter  are  no  douht  retaineil  as 
liosta;4o.s  for  tlic  fidelity  «»f  the  trilie.  Fn»ni  tlic  top  of  the 
Kotal-i-Zinda-hasham,  which  lies  some  12  or  15  miles  cast 
of  Knshk,  wo  hwked  north-east  over  the  c<mntry  iM>pnlated  hy 
those  Ilazaras.* 

*  The  Ha/Anf*  arc  n«»t,  i»n»i»orly  H|icakiii^,  one  of  the  fi»ur  trilioii  of  th«  Cha- 
li.-xr  Aiiiiak,  will)  coimint  of  the  Ttiiiiiuri>«,  Jniiirthitlii*,  Firuxkuhiii,  antl  TMMMUiiii. 
The  Ila/urnH  of  Kniiih-i-nnii,  Ha<lkiH;  lUkhnrx,  ami  Mai«hhail  Are  of  the  mmim 
origin  a-*  the  narKiri  Haxarax  of  the  lianirajat  aii<l  tlic  Kuhintiin«>f  K«littL  Tbe 
fr.'iiunM  of  \Htl\\  arc  cxarllv  alike,  lieinjj  of  the  MtmicoUan  ly|*.  Thej  tliflcr 
only  ill  tlieir  religion,  thr  lUrhariH  liciiiK  HhiaM  anil  the  ollimt  KiamiM.  Tlie 
iiiaiiiirr:^,  cu<«toiiiM,  and  lan^ua^e  of  Uith  arc  i«lcnti<'al.  In  the  time  uf  Sultan 
A*«u  Sail!  Saljuki  {I.e.,  i«onip  700  «»r  MOO  yearn  a|^»;  tlie  llaxanirt  rcrolte<L  Tliai 
inoii.in-h  attacked  them,  ami  carrying  oil'  1000  faniilici*  of  them  ax  lt«wt«i:r«, 
Kctth'il  thom  ill  the  diMtritt  of  Herat.  Hence  their  name  fn>ui  knzttr{  -1000^. 
hviriin;  the  early  part  of  the  rv'i^u  of  the  |trei«ent  Shah  of  I*eri>M,  NAftir>u<l*«Uii, 
owin;;  U*  tlieir  |»o|>ulation  haxin^  ahiioniially  iiK'rcAfteil,  i>evcnil  UnntMiml 
f.miilir-  mij^ratrd  we-lw;ird.  At  lir>t  they  hettle«l  near  InHrax,  in  the  wcntem 
part  of  Kliora-^n.  Afterwanl**  they  ^|llr.•»d  hither  «n«l  thitlicr,  ami  now  mmie 
dwell  in  the  lUkhar/.  district,  iic;kr  Miilixiiial«d,  and  othcrM  (alMHit  MM) famflie«) 
at  Kaiia  ^'Ui^lia  and  Kanadiait,  near  Ma^hhad.  It  ii*  e»tiniate«l  iliat  tliere  are 
ii<>t  mope  than  1  lOOor  1200  familiiM  of  Ha/anw  now  <1  welling  in  l*eriiiantinTiiury. 
The  \vr>terii  lla/arart  arc  dividetl  into  the  two  main  hrancliea  «if  Deh-Bangi 
and  Dch  kundi.  The  former  it  naid  t<»  nunilicr  inmiic  2500  faniUieaand  Ut  hare 
ii<>  -ulMlixi^imiM.  The  latter  liaM  many  Mulidivii>i«>nM  (the  namea  uf  aU>at  Uirtj 
nre  known),  and  numl>err<,  it  in  Miid,  from  7000  to  8000  faniilieNk  The  I>eh* 
/all^'i^  art>  aKo  found  Ke.tled  in  the  Ha/;irajat  lietween  I>aulatyar  ainl  KaliyL 
oi  the  l><*li  kundin,  it  im  i«aid  the  majority  dwell  near  Herat  an<l  Kalah>i>nMi, 
ainl  the  remainder  in  Klioiiv>an.  The  ihief  of  tlioi>e  at  Kalah-i-nau  b  )l«4»ani* 
iiH'd  Khan,  Ni/am-ud-daul.di  ;  of  tho-c  near  Herat,  Ahnietl  Kuli  KImm,  aua  t4 
Sikandar  Khan  ;  and  of  thoi«e  in  KhoraKan,  Vufuf  Klian  BeKl«r*be|(i.  The 
Utter  14  naid  to  !«  100  yeant  old.  liao  the  rank  uf  Amiri*|ianj,  and  Mrm  at 
Muhtiiialiail.  He  haa  four  mmim,  of  whom  the  nxwt  influential  it  lamail 
Owii)^  to  Uim  father**  age  and  iiitirtnity  ho  now  |>ractk*ally  mica  Um 
•ection,  residing  at  Kana-f^i^ha  aiwl  Karadiait,  near  Ma«hhniL  Hia  Wothti, 
Out  Mohanimed  Klian,  renide*  in  liakliarx,  and  rule*  that  diatrict  oshia 
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CW*fM*nil  LMiii«k»ii.  mi  Ilia  ftp|irmrli  to  rmtjiWIi.  ACcmiiiMuied 
U'  tlie  (tmertHir  ni  llrrat  ami  tia*  Af^iian  Coiiitui^Hior,  wot 
rrcri%T«l  bj  tlie  (tnvenH»r  Ami  tlte  Ctciieml  c«HuiitAit«lin}:  tito 
Amir'fi  f<im*<i  tlicrc  with  the  lH»iMNiri  <hie  U*  hU  rank  ainl 
|tf«%ili<in.  TIm  rrrf|itKHi  nrrfink<«l  tii  htm  i<  *u'u\  to  Imvc  U^n 
in  all  rr«|ii!rtii  conlial  ami  amkuMe.  Tlie  tnii»|«t  wrrv  tlrawn 
np  in  two  lim*«,  tlio  firM  cmiAt^liii^  tif  a  n««iiiiittt  of  iiifantrjT 
600  stnm];.  with  two  limM  mule-l«ittciy  ^iiti«  on  tlH»ir  ri;dit« 
Anil  tiM*  M^otml  t>f  a  rr;n>iM*iit  of  cavalry  400  AtnHt;^  A  Minto 
w««  ttn*<L  It  ift  iHii  vtali**!  wluHlH^r  tttiN^ral  lAiui^Wn  wna 
iuk«^l  to  in«|«^  tlicm.  an  (*«»I«hh*I  Ki«l;^!wa3r  waa  A«kcil  t*»  tl>t 
ami  «ImI  m*iir  <tli«»nan.  Ihit  none  iIm  \vm^  to  «it*c  Af*«:lian 
tnii»|M  |«rmlin«^  f**r  ami  fialtitintf  a  linti«li  p*iirml  t«  iin  iiii* 
|»*nAnt  |»i«nt  of  tk*|«irtnre  in  tin*  hiMiH-}-  of  «iiir  rvkiiifHM  with 
Af;:lwini«tiin. 

t*%l«t»t  I  KmN,  7lk  /«r#rwAr^. 

Ib'ftin*  ;n^iittf  a  l»rk*f  (k*<K*ri|iU4ai  ctf  tnir  i»wm  iiiitr^h  fnun 
Kiih^ni,  I  ik-^in*  t<i  «y  a  ft*w  wmU  (tf  tin*  ntti%'i*iMfnt4  iif  thd 
Sftr^iT",  lMl«'lli;:«'mv.  hikI  Iti^nkr^Hnl  |«irti«*«  tluit  Imvr  Uvn 
iIhatIm^I  With  tMiH-ntl  biiii«li*n  w%*iit  M^jtir  ll*»klkk  «m| 
nn^k-r  hit  Mi|«*rvi«Kiii  tlH*  i^hiIi*  fnmi  Knli<«in  to  lViiiji|i«li» 
<k-«i-nlol  «il«»%«\  Iin*  U>-n  aur%«*r«'il.  It  in  iiitfmk^l  «l««t  |it 
iH^kf  m  •nrxvy  •m  m  hrjv  «mk*  «»f  Pmijik'h  nml  it«  «*n%in4ii\ 
«•  K  i«  t«>iiMi|«-n<«l  to  !•«  an  iiii|«>rtiint  |«*iiii  Nff««r^liiitf  a 
•tr^m;:  ik*frn«i%r  |»»Mti«Hi.  TIn*  ••nm*  |««rt)r  will  o<t«liiri 
the  mmrwj  Hp  tlN*  Mnrvltah  Ui  llaU  Mitr^liiiU  I  iimr  mm  mrll 
r«*|vwl  wliAt  I  iiH'ntMmnl  timv  wi^k«  a{^«,  tlmt  ii:itivt*  «iUir» 
«litMt«-«  fif  tlir  S*irsvy  •it«l  lnti*lli^*n<v  lK*|«irtim*tilii  k*fi  mm  ml 
Xiit*kij«ii  mi  tlir  l.'tth  nltiimi  to  trM%-rl  n4  llrrai  ami  tin.*  Ania* 
wan  i*a«i  to  lUU  Mm^HmU  I  )w\v  «ii»n«  liranl  llmi  thrjr 
raiiM*  lif  tiM*  lUU  m4  AnUwan  I'an*.  With  rp^anl  t^i  thio 
paM  known  at  tlir  ralmmUi^lUlia,  U<wren  llrml  ami  Khrndtk, 
iaf^Ain  (fni*^aM:h  Irfl  n«  two  tXmrm  m$s»*  to  cthm  ii  towanb 
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Herat;  and  ftltliouj^h  the  oUjocts  of  his  cx|KMliti«m  are  in  the 
main  |>hc>to«,'raphii*al  and  ;^cM)h»j^ital,  I  havo  little  ilouht  tliat 
he  will  \k*  ahle  to  furnish  wunc  re|)ort  on  its  condition  mi  a 
rnad  for  trallic  an<l  a  nmtc  for  triwijis.  From  a  rnn^^c  invr- 
hM»kin;^'  llei*at  he  ex|HHts  lo  ohiain  either  a  p»oil  plioto«^|ihic 
view,  or,  with  ihe  aiil  of  a  camera  hieida,  a  ;^n«l  sketcli  of  the 
city.  That  done,  he  turns  east  to  the  nmin  rojul,  and,  on  join- 
ing' it,  retraces  his  steps  in  a  norlh-east«rly  «linM'tion  to  Kahih- 
i-nau,  whence,  if  the  wcathtT  and  the  authorities  |ii!nnit,  lie 
makes  for  the  TirUnul-i-Turkistan,  where  he  ho|K*s  to  find 
traces  of  c«>id.  He  states  that  the  strata  wim  in  the  Pan>- 
]>amisns  (Kaitu)  ran^^e  aiv  such  as  an;  usually  seen  in  the 
mountain-ran^'cs  of  India  overlyin;;  coal.  Hitherto  the  ;:ih>- 
lo^^'ical  fealnres  nf  tin*  country  we  have  |iiissiMl  thn»n;{li  have 
lieM  out  no  hojKvs  of  thi*  cxislenct*  of  valuahh*  niinend  ile|ioMilM, 
if  wc  e\c«']il  some  lead  and  antim(»ny  mint's  near  Herat.  Tlio 
main  party  i»f  tlie  Survey  and  lntelli;;i*nfv,  when  they  left 
us  nn  the  LMlh  ultimo,  went  to  Kalir-Kalah,  and  thenr«*  to 
Tuman  Aka,  whence  thry  commcncHMl  <»|N*nitionM.  Taptain 
reacnrke,  Ii'avin*^'  tlie  main  party,  travels  riii  the  Ihilmt  l*aMM, 
Ki/.il-l>nlak,  Ak-raUit,  an«l  llau/-i-Klian,  to  llida  Mur^hah, 
wlure  he  is  tinuMl  to  arrive  on  the  12th  instant.  He  was 
last  laard  of  at  Ki/ild>ulak.  The  main  |Nirty,  r«insixtin;{ 
of  ('a]iiains  (iore  and  Maitland  and  Lieutenant  the  iiononr- 
al>lr  M.  (;.  TallHii,  arc  follnwin;:  in  tair  wake  (exct*|>t  that 
fmiii  Tniiian  Aka  they  ^'o  Htrai;;ht  to  ('hashnm-i-sahx,  w]K>ru 
we  hailed  on  the  'JOlh  ultimo),  and  wen;  last  heanl  of  at 
Kara  r>a;:h.  They  are  timed  to  n*ach  llida  Mur^hah  on 
the  L*lM  instant.  The  results  of  (  aptain  Peacoeke's  snn'oy 
will  set  at  rest  the  <|ncsiiou  whether  or  not  the  Centre 
of  r.inlkis  has  any  adi'ipiatu  water -sujiply  devclo«ietl  or 
ca]»ahle  tif  development. 

Now  for  i)ur  own  route.  On  the  2^>{h  the  cavalry  nio\x*«| 
Htrai;^'hL  to  ( 'hnshma-i-sah/,  while  tht^  infantry,  takin;^  their 
own  water  in  mitxsnU  and  ptukols,  halleil  half -way  at 
llauz-i-dak.  It  is  one  thin;:  to  call  a  place  a  tank  (ArrMs),  and 
another  to  till  it  with  water.  At  this  time  of  the  year  Uio 
lK)ttom  of  thu  Umk,  which  is  of  extensive  area  ami  it  evidontljr 
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ciirrre<l  with  ft  few  iiirlies  or  tven  a  font  of  WMtcr  after  hetfy 
min.  w  MlmimMy  iMlji|itc«l  eitlier  fur  a  polo-^o^iml  or  •  rMe* 
cvmne.  It  wan  junt  like  a  billianl-iaUle.  II<iwevrr.  IumI  it 
(tnitaitieil  aoiue  water  it  wtniUl  liave  wr^eil  oitr  |NtrpiMe  lieUcr. 
Apmpm  of  ii|MYrtii.  I  alren<ljr  liear  |>ro|ioaiiU  for  pf^lo  ami  tawit* 
tetitii<i  at  oyr  wiuter-4|uartert ;  Uit  Hrrt  lei  \k%  ttikl  tlie  i^maiiiL 
N*iC  a  few  of  tu  alun  liavo  akalcw,  ImU  we  lia^'o  }*et  to  Kci  tho 
ice  to  U*ar.  On  tlie  2Gtli  the  infant ry  rfj«>itieii  tite  cavalry  at 
C1uuhtiM-i-fiah<,  wlierv  tliens  in  certAtnly  a  aiuall  «i»nii};  ol 
water.  Iwt  ti«>t  tliat  e\|«iii^  of  %'enlant  turf  which  tlie  tuuite 
InnU  <Hie  to  exiiect.  Tito  waterkswi  |;ni%fllr  tmct  lietween 
Knh^n  ami  Clia^huiA-i  %tla  |«miitice«  a  ^n*at  «|nantity  «»f  aaa* 
fcrti«la.  tlie  iitalk«  ami  l>nim*lieii  t»f  which  were  atrvwn  or 
•tamlin;:  rver}*wlierr.  m%  well  a«  tlHVH*  of  *iiiio  otiicr  nm* 
Wlltfcmu<  |»]ant.  l*lia*%hiiiii  i-Mala  Iton  mitiM*  2*>  niilea  mirth* 
ra«t  «>f  KtiliKin.  nmlcr  llie  amitlient  fil«tfieaof  tin*  riin»{Kimi«na. 
< htr  manh  tlience  «*f  aUmi  1 1  milt*^  over  that  raii;;e  to  4laia1»» 
flev  «a«  %rry  In  in;;  wtirk  fiir  our  criik'K  It  ia  one  of  the 
i4tflra  |«i^te4  I  lta%e  •rett  fiir  caim*U — mH  ftir  ita  ni^Q^oiliir^i, 
IfUt  f<tr  it4  |»n>l<iii;7^1  •t4:^ptieM  fiti  Uith  niilca.  I  wa«  »nrpriac«l 
t«»  fimi  the  r«n»|«iiui«tt<  riitt$?i«  m%  in«i;:titticant.  Yet  on  tlw 
16th  ami  ITth  ulliimi  wr  naw  iM»«tw  l}iti^  on  tt<i  alopoa  ami 
}irak«,  ff^^iinanl^  «>f  «lii<h  mere  f«Himl  mvoiici^l  in  «haily 
m««k«  on  tlir  mirth  Aitle  ten  iLiva  Utrr.  Kpnu  a  hi;;li  |ie«k  to 
llie  r««l  (if  llic  ytkm  a  trnxt  exlm«i%c  view  *4  \\w  •urf^iumliM|{ 
oMtntr}'  on  e%cry  tule  wa«  €>I4jiiii«^I  1  ilunk  1  am  not  t\t^» 
^rrattn;;  if  I  tay  that  we  rouki  «re  t«>  a  «li«laiice  fif  100  Milea 
in  aar  «lirrcti«ia .  mwthwanU  to  ruliKhatun,  IVrnjikch,  a»i| 
lUU  MurylMh,  «r«t  to  tlie  Jam  ran^.  l«»roml  tha  llari  Rmt, 
ami  up  tlw  l«r^u«l  %  alley  travt*nc«l  hy  tlie  lii;:lmaNl  irmm 
Herat  to  MaUiliail ;  Miuihwanl  to  «li«Uat  raaj^rs.  ao  ilialasl 
ami  m  ilim  as  to  l«*  Wreir  tiiarrniil4e  thnwi^h  a  i^nl  IkrU* 
i:Um,  ami  raiCwartl  o\rr  tlie  oaiftHf^l  rbaoa  of  luouiitaiii* 
nin;:ra  ;:ro«|«:«l  anmml  ami  WromI  Herat  The  |iamifaiMl 
lyifii;  brfofv  «a  to  tlie  mwth  ami  mifth*wr%t,  brlweew  IW 
Han  Uml  ami  tlie  Mun;liah  ami  towania  IVugikph.  firiaaaUil 
mil  a  mm^  nui;:e  ol  any  iMpuftAnn^— milhi»|{  li«i  a  vaai 
aapaaat  ol  umlalatioaa.    WiUmnii  aalanug  wlo  ilacaiK  ^ 
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wliicli  my  knowleilge  of  the  couiitr)'  doc«  not  at  present 
qualify  nie,  I  may  safely  say  that  the  future  maps  of  Ikdkis 
liasinl  on  the  sur\'ey  now  being  made,  will  present  very 
(litlerent  features  from  t1u>se  seen  on  the  maps  hitherto  pub- 
lished. The  vc<;etation  on  the  north  side  of  the  Paropamisus 
l>resentc(l  a  strikinjjc  contrast  to  any  we  had  seen  before. 
Stuntcil  junipers  j^row  here  ami  there  on  the  steep  sIo|ies; 
Mu\  in  the  nullahs,  wherever  the  water  was  near  to  or  ex- 
uding from  the  s^mI,  the  bramble  and  other  smaller  plants 
familiar  to  the  Enj^dish  eye  were  found  j»rowing.  The  spring- 
water  that  issues  in  countless  streandets  from  the  slopes  of 
the  ran)pauiisus  is  as  pure  and  tlelicions  as  mortal  man  can 
wish  to  drink.  Those  who  long  for  lietter  should  become 
converts  to  tlie  faith  of  Islam  and  make  tracks  from  this 
transient  world  to  the  Projthet's  i>aradise  as  soon  as  ix»sible. 

Cascp  Au-shama,  9ik  iktemhtw. 

After  crossing;  the  raropamisus  the  general  direction  of 
our  niarcli  was  sli;^'litly  north  of  east,  the  total  distance  from 
Kuhsan  to  KInislik  h<'ing  a  little  under  100  miles.  In  the  luit 
of  marclics  of  (Jenural  Lunisden's  party  1  have  mentioned  our 
first  five  marches  (tliat  from  Kulisan  to  Chashma-i-«abx  being 
covered  in  two  marclies,  as  l>cfore  mentioned).  It  remains  to 
add  the  three  last  marches  into  Khuslik : — 

NUM. 
Tutuclii  to  Aftii,         ....  15 

Aftu  t«»  Ah-Kusn,        ....  15 

AIi-Ku>a  lo  Khu^hk,  ...,!• 

Out  marcli  tliroughout  led  us  over  the  northern  spurs  of  tlie 
rarn|>;injisus;  and  a  more  jKirsistently  uneven  route  I  liave 
seldnm  followed — up  an<l  down,  up  and  down — sadly  weary 
work  for  camels.  And  this  infinity  of  umlulations  stretclie^ 
for  miles  as  far  as  the  eye  c^ui  see,  assuming  lietween  Khuslik 
and  Kalah-i-nan  even  intensified  prr)|iortions.  The  soil  is 
excellent;  and  if  the  rainfall  be  plentifid,  the  seed  brings 
f«»rth  fruit  a  hundredfold— so  the  natives  declare.  Now,  how- 
I'ver,  it  lies  untilknl,  and  yields  nothing  but  pasture  to  such 
flocks  as  are  brought  to  graze  on  it.     About  lialf-wajr  be- 
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twven  AftUlMWr  nml  Karnbiigh  we  ftiUHic^l  the  now  clcecrteil 
"Zunit-i-lkilM-i-fttrkh,*'  ii  dump  of  tiinllieiTieii  ami  ii  M'tni* 
niine«l  tlome  of  iiun-<lnetl  lirick  on  the  Icinkt  of  ii  ttmuulrC, 
— the  tomb  of  tlie  taint,  mimmmWil  hy  tlie  j:nivc«  of  many 
pHitti  Moliammedana  who  liave  amight  ami  fmiml  liere  their 
U%t  reating-plaee,  lyiu^  tm  tlie  ftimimit  t>f  an  atljacmt  hill- 
nek.  Some  of  tin*  t<HnliiiU»ncs  of  liUck  ami  wliile  marlile 
tliere  are  well  worthy  of  a  vinit.  Tlierr,  it  ia  aaiil,  li« 
Intrictl  tlic  Ja;:atai«  wlio  Imilt  ami  tcnantcil  tlie  ohi  fort 
at  KanilA;:h,  tif  whith  all  tliat  now  rctiiaina  are  the  mml* 
hraiit  tJiat  mark  ita  tlmilile  line  of  nini|iarta.  ami  a  alight 
<le|«r«aion  in  tJie  gnmml  imlicaUn;;  wliat  waa  once  a  moat. 
It  atamla  on  a  nnmrnl  aivme  r»0  ftvt  higli,  ami  in  tlie  centre 
of  tlir  keep  ia  at^rn  tlie  mouth  of  tite  well,  nonie  two  feet  in 
cluhtetrr.  which  aapplinl  tlie  ;n^rri<ioo  with  water.  Tlirow 
down  a  %iiuill  |icU4r.  aii«l  it  «tnki*a  tlie  iMtmn  in  fmm  three 
to  ffMir  aecomK  K<irtii  ami  ffminr?/«,  with  tlieir  attrmlant 
rcmrit*hr«,  are  tlie  mAc  rrlira  <if  tlir  former  cleniicna  of  tliia 
wa«tnl  tract.  It  mti<  W  ailmittnl  that  tlie  men  of  pi^ma 
mrtmvry  wlio  teuanteil  tlie  zi/tmtM,  aliowr«l  in  their  iclertion  fif 
atir«  an  artistic  apprcrtation  of  tlic*  a«lviintagea  ami  l««ntiea 
of  naiunr.  Alwajt  by  the  iii«k*  <*f  a  n|*t*ling  stream  of  eryilal 
water,  aitmrtiuiei  in  tlie  slieltrr^^l  |iftH:inrta  of  a  ff««rk*Uaiiml 
vale,  «omctittK*«  near  an  expanne  <»f  mea«low  rpmh*n<«l  %'enknt 
lij  Mime  perennul  ftprin;:.  tliey  li%t^l  ami  tlievl,  ami  the  wil* 
lifwt  which  tiK'j  planlc^l  in  their  lifetime  have  m»w  attalncvl 
a  ftiie  bat  rarely  ei|iiAlK^I. 

Tlie  evening  me  encamfieil  at  Kamlvigh.  a  Tekke  Tnrko* 
man  came  in,  a  arangr.  wihl-kniking  little  ctvotnre,  Imt  aelf* 
iBKirMgi]  to  a  tlrgree.  ami  nitcrly  nniiii|«rvMeil  eitlier  lij  th« 
novel  aiglit  of  an  Kii;*liali»an  or  tlie  «ligiiity  of  a  IWinmhirf 
Conuniaamn.  Hm  a|ipafent  oltirct  in  aitproaehing  na  wm  to 
beg  lor  onr  imenrention  tm  Mialf  oi  Urn  wtia  ami  fnmiljr. 
whiH  be  ataleil,  wrre  tleiaineil  at  Merv  by  the  Knaaiana.  Ilia 
l^mence  ao  Car  froai  \itrf  be  thna  ei|4aiiteil :  When  Amir 
Al«lnr  lUliman  waa  an  t&ile  frntn  hia  natne  Uml  ami  a  ivf* 
ttgw  m  TnrkiiCAn,  be  met  with  dmanbtmUe  kimbieaa  at  tlm 
kanda  of  a  Takke  o|  aoam  poiiliM  muneil  Atij  SAfikr.     lb 
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tlien  ]>n>ini!>od  his  Injiicfnctor  lliat  if  ever  he  sat  on  the  throne 
of  Kabul  he  woiihl  reniciiil>er  liini.  AcconH«},'ly,  in  1881. 
Aziz  Sanlar,  forcsceinj;  the  appnmchinj;  annexation  of  the 
IVkko  coinitry  hy  the  Ihi.ssians,  reimireil  to  Kahiil,  ami  wa« 
rcwanU'tl  hy  the  j^ift  of  biuls  on  tlie  northcni  8h>]K*8  of  the 
l*aroi>ainis\is  west  of  liaUat-i-sanjj:i.  To  tliis  spot  he  cnii- 
•qatod,  accompaniiHl  hy  a  foHowinj;  (»f  some  twenty  retainem, 
who  have  since  foinul  (K*euinition  in  enUivatin;*  their  newly 
ac'^niixMl  proiK'ity.  It  api>ear8,  liowever,  tliat  later  on,  wlicn 
thi-y  sent  for  thvir  families  to  join  them,  the  Kussians,  who 
ha«l  hy  that  time  aimexed  Merv,  declinecl  to  let  them  pi,  hop- 
ing' (loiihtless  that  sucli  a  course  wouhl  induce  the  emigrants 
to  return  to  ihe  home  of  their  fathers.  Our  Tekke  sci*meil 
j)erfe(lly  familiar  with  the  name  c»f  Mr  (VI>imovan,  hut 
wh(4her  lie  actually  saw  him  at  Kala-i-Kaushid-Khan  I 
cannot  say. 

Some  three  miles  hevoml  Karaha^'h  we  cn>sse<l  a  stn*am  of 
salt  or  hraekish  water,  near  which  the  Af«;han  oOicials,  with 
heci>niin;;  consideration,  had  orij^iually  ])ro]M»MHl  to  encamp  us. 
Thanks,  however,  to  ihe  pn'caution  taken  of  8c*ndin*;  on  a 
native  nttachi*,  Snhadar  Mahomed  Ilusain,  one  march  ahea<l 
to  re|M)it  on  the  state  of  the  road,  water,  distances,  sup- 
|»lies,  \c.,  we  were  sjiared  the  intliction  of  having  to  tlrink 
water  wliich  even  our  horses  wouhl  Ininlly  touch.  The  sn|»- 
l»]i('s  were  moved  to  Karahaj^li.  Just  aliove  where  we  citirschI 
the  Shma  IJntl,  its  waters  colle<t  i»u  a  hroad  level  cx|ianse  of 
;^round  wliirli  is  thus  transformed  into  an  extensive  marsh, 
ovni^rown  with  reeds  seven  or  eiijlil  feet  hi;:h.  Among  these 
wviU,  when*  the  re<  edin,LC  wati-rs  had  left  the  ground  dry, 
wiTc  the  liiirs  and  jiathways  of  some  species  of  wild  lieaxt. 
As  mithrr  tlie  tnxMen-dowu  re<'ds  nor  the  Uinks  presiMiteil 
a  sini^'le  disrirnihlo  track,  it  was  im|N>ssihle  to  say  what  tlio 
aniuijils  wen;:  prohahjy  pi;;.  The  leojuinl  keeps  to  the  liilU 
and  j»reeipitous  defiles,  and  the  tiger  is  snid  ntit  to  haunt  tliis 
]»arii(Mdar  re^^ion.  A  native,  however,  assureil  mc  he  had,  two 
yvars  a;;o,  seen  four  camels  killed  hy  a  tiger  lying  dead  iu 
the  j\ni;;le  near  Shahash,  kaweeu  Ciliorian  and  Kulisan;  Uut 
^^  he  mlniitled  lie  had  uut  seen  the  ilestniyer,  his  evidence 
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mtwl  lie  oolUKlercd  unMtbfiictonr.  Hie  jungles  of  tiie  Hari 
Uw\  thermliouU  ure  now  acarceljr  tle»«e  enmi};lt  fivr  the  hiding- 
place  of  tlie  tiger.  Although  Ferrier  tUtct  that  in  1845  it  waa 
the  larking-place  and  hunting-grcmml  of  nianjr  carnivoroiia 
aniuala.  Hie  leofiard  appcari  to  inflict  coniiidcnihle  loae  on 
the  ownen  of  camels  and  cattle:  rarely,  tliey  mj,  does  it 
touch  a  gnat  or  sheep ;  it  acorns  aoch  piinj  prey.  Its  thirst 
for  blood  can  ool j  lie  qnenclie<l  hy  a  long  ileep  dranglit  from 
the  thmat  of  a  camel  or  an  ox,  an  vnjfvt/  (mountain  slieep),  or 
an  antelope.  Tliat  of  a  goat  or  sheep  is  Init  as  a  ilrop  in  a 
Imcket  in  A  lip«u  tliat  is  devoare«l  vith  an  insatiable  thirst 
f<ir  Itlonil.  tkml  casts  asi<le  nntoadieil  the  caroaM  vhoae  life- 
14<««l  Im*  has  suckfd  to  the  very  last  dro|i. 

It  is  atiHtng  tlie  «|*ttrs  of  tlie  KiilM*Kaita  tliat  one  first 
srr«.  tlHin^rh  fi*w  snd  far  lii*tween.  the  piMac]ii<»-trre.  vhich« 
fartlirr  to  iIn*  north-east.  exi%ts  in  coiintlem  luyriails.    Thej 
arr  trees  of  no  statnrr,  rarrlj  attaining  the  lieight  of  15  feet, 
and  yet  in  tlie  l»ranrhes  c>f  one  ve  fouml  the  nest  of  a  rery 
Urge  bini  of  prey,  firolialily  sn  eagle-Hi  nest  SfHne  three  feet 
high  aii«l  three  feet  in  diAtneter,  tlie  acctiranlation  of  years, 
tlie  lignite  of  many  l««ioiU  or  even  gnterations  of  eagleta. 
Wluki  a  im«*f  tif   tlie  utter  ik'AoUtiiin   <»f  this   tract !      A 
l«ir«l  tliat  seeks  tlie  nHMt  iitareesAilile  rlilTs  as  tlie  nnraery 
of  its  ofrtt|«nng  here  rrart  tliem  in  a  Imme  that  the  passer- 
l«y  ran  ttnteh  with   his  lisml   frimi  tlie  gm«in«l.      AihI  yet 
the  peasant  lias   lait  to  furrow  tlie  liilUi«le  ami  thn»«  in 
his  grain  in  spnng.  and  tlien  falls  tl»e  life-giving  rain«  and 
in  aatnnia  a  cro|i  pmportionate  to  tlie  e&tent  ol  the  rain* 
fsU  is  rva|ied.      It  mill  1«  not  uninteresting  to  watch  tim 
gtadaal  settlement  ami  cultivatum  of  this  ttnrt,  »ow  that 
the  Turkoman  is  umler  the  Hossian  thnmb^  and  that  the 
dtinitioa  of  a  "scrong  frontier,*  and  the  pomibia  cataldish* 
meat  of  a  stable  (Hit-emnient  in  Afghanistan,  is  apfiarently 
within  a  maaanralda  distanea.     At  the  m«th«east  extremity 
ol  a  hill  near  our  camp  at  Tntnchi  stood  the  fonr  walla  and 
of  the  old  fort  of  that  name,  a  fott  said  to  have  bean 
ipM  by  IVrsian  settlert  daring  the  laign  la  Aiglianiauui 
^  Mahmml  8hah,  son  of  the  grant  Ahmad  tthah  AhdaU. 
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llctwccn  Tutuchi  and  Aftu,  some  of  us,  instead  of  foUowin<;^ 
the  route  taken  by  the  escort  and  baggage,  made  a  circuit 
southwards  towards  the  rnroi^amisus,  visiting  the  Ziarat-i- 
Kliwaja  Sasp(»sh,  a  h)ncly  tomb  in  a  rocky  ravine.  Tlie  en- 
thusiastic j>ioture  drawn  by  our  guide  of  the  vertlant  iKaiuty 
of  tliis  spot  proveil  a  mnrkeil  contrast  to  the  reality.  Tre- 
suuiably  he  had  last  visited  the  |dace  in  spring  or  in  summer, 
when  tlie  stream,  lately  swollen  by  melting  snows,  and  aided 
by  tlic  rainfall,  had  encouraged  the  gniss  and  vegetation  to 
IR'cr  alK)ve  the  soil,  and  when  the  trees  (bically  called  ink- 
hini)  around  the  tomb  were  covered  with  leaves  and  blos- 
soms. Ihit  at  the  end  of  Noveml»er  neither  leaf  nor  blade  of 
grass  was  visible.  Over  the  grave,  covered  with  loose  stones 
and  girt  around  by  higli  walls  of  the  siime  material,  stretched 
the  sombre  naked  Ijoughs  of  the  talhun,  while  aliovc  all 
lowered  dark  rugged  clill's.  So  infesti*d  with  chikore  were 
tliese  rocks  that  one  ctmld  only  snp]N>se  that  the  dejiarleil 
Khwaja  Sas]»os]i  was  as  keen  a  supinnter  of  the  game-laws  as 
any  .I.T.  and  D.L.  of  an  Knglish  eonnly.  Possibly  ho  kept 
up  a  chihm  farm,  and  annually  invited  the  neighlNniriug 
Shaikhs  and  Kliwajas  to  a  battue.  If  he  could  but  have  seen 
us  poaching  on  his  preserves !  We  made  a  very  resi>ectable 
bai:,  and  then  wended  our  way  north-castwnnls  past  the  old 
foil  of  Siyali-Kumruk  and  ihajat/ir  ol  Aziz  Sardar,  at  Kush- 
auri  (wljcre  the  only  signs  of  life  were  a  snmll  tower  and  a 
few  i/izluUs  or  blanket-tenls),  and  another  ancient  fort,  name- 
less, with  an  extensive  cemetery  hanl  by,  to  our  camp  at 
Aftu.  Here  we  found  ourselves  in  a  snmll  valley  of  unusual 
breadlli  for  this  country — a  valK'y  down  which  tlowed  a  strtmm 
of  some  size,  and  in  whicli  could  be  tniced  the  lines  of  several 
old  karrzcs.  North  of  Aflu  the  valley  widens  still  more,  ami 
is  dignified  by  the  name  of  l)asht-i-Faizabad.  One  of  our 
Janishidi  guides  gave  us  a  vivid  account  of  a  light  that  took 
place  at  tliis  very  sjKa  al>out  three  years  ago  between  a  body 
of  Turkoman  raiders  and  a  party  of  Afghan  an<l  Jamshidi  liorte 
sent  out  from  Herat  U)  repel  them.  The  Turkomans  (Tekkes) 
arc  said  to  have  nundjcreil  400  horse  and  500  footmen.  It  is 
not  generally  supposed  that  the  Turkomans  raid  on  loot: 
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)¥nre%*tr,  I  fcprnt  what  I  wa<i  tnltl.  Tlie  Hemti  focee,  iitim* 
Xtcfin^  Mmte  2100  Immptncti,  clmr^^vil  m  wmm  m  tltrj  ti^ittHl 
tlie  ciiciiiy.  Tlie  Turkmimu  iitfimtnr  |iffiiii|iiljr  aoiiKlii  n*fiitfO 
on  tlio  top  ol  II  tiei;:hUmriii};.  aihI,  Ui  cavalr}*,  iiuuxnMtUo 
lici}H>t«  TIm  Turkoiiuin  lH>r«t*ificti  A|>|ieiir  to  itaw  likewiao 
«nit}:lii  MfiHjr  ill  fli;;lit  In  tlic  |Htriiiit,  iHiwrver,  mhiio  40  of 
thc-m  wero  ciiiilttn!<l,  liftm^lit  Ycirk  to  Aftn,  hikI  tlicru  {mt  to 
ik-ath  in  ciil<l  l4<io«L  A  i«i«%ivc  critic  may  U*  tlt»|Mwc<ii  to 
d^Hlrmn  ancli  an  art  a^  a  Ymital  niunirr  *m\y  witrthy  of  the 
**  Krnm  (if  Terror."  If  \w  tl«ii*«,  let  him  pi  at  omv  to  hia 
Uiiik«««lk*r*ii.  <ir  a  cin*iilatin^  lilmiry,  an<l  pmmn*  a  c^^vy  of 
amiic  oriental  tra\i*lk*r.  najr  **  lUji  IkiYvi  **  tir  Krrrifr,  ami  ncail 
in  hi<  I«;^*<«  an  aci^ount  of  tlic  mcirtlvnii  Imitality  of  the  Tnr* 
k«*iiiant.  Ten  to  one  Ik*  iiill  tlM*n  iiriHNHimt*  tin*  vcniki 
-ti'r^c  tiK'iii  n;:ht**  Atlvr  lliia  (eat  tlie  llenati  liorao  np- 
tttHM^il  to  tlieir  iHni«e«,  Wavin;:  t\w  Tekke  f«in(tiieti  on  tiic  to|i 
of  tlieir  hill.  One  v<aMk*r<i,  i«*Hmii«i,  tluit  ilwy  ili<l  mit  rxtaicl 
A  omkm  of  neiitrie^  nHiml  tlic  hill,  ami  ai*ml  a  meiMi^n}^  to 
Ih^it  (••?  rrin(onvnM*nt^  Tlie  (act  i«  tliat.  owin;;  to  tlie 
nattirv  of  the  ^mml,  anrh  a  measure  woiikl  havo  Uvn  eimi* 
l^rativrlj  nurlrwi,  ami  attcmlcil  with  omftitlenilile  iUnptr  to 
the  liT^iepprm.  TIh?  Tark«iitiiins  ivrlmfw  vith  the  k«M  o(  two 
or  thr««  men.  ami  lia%'in^  inllieteil  ^*ater  kaia  on  titetr  f<«a^ 
vookl.  ai«lnl  \ty  tlic  <kirkii<*««  ami  the  intrirate  natnre  of  tlie 
naintry.  have  e«i*aiii*«l  into  tlic  vaterk*«i  vikU  laitlirr  mifih 
— wikU  in  which  tliey  alone,  it  ui  aai*!,  kmvw  vliere  to  iml 
wmtcr. 

On  the  l«t  IkHvmlvr  w«  marrhnl  (mm  Aftii  to  Ali*Kn«a. 
Tlie  n«>l  taken  \*y  tlie  lai$59iuv  ami  escort  ran  ckwe  |iaai  the 
okl  (f^t  of  iHi-ah.  nhich  in  aitnatnl  on  tlic  l«nk«  of  tlie  mtm 
iCrvanilK,  near  vhidi,  tour  or  li>c  miica  to  the  Mmth,  itaail 
the  rrmaint  (4  the  old  loft  ami  aciik-meni  of  Kal<it«i  Kingi, 
AUknigh  the  tletpocaa  of  the  pmlienta  ranlcfa  moi^  of  the 
innanwiiMe  Ujimtha  of  tliia  miqieil  eonnirjr— -which,  viewed 
frewi  a  f— wamhng  lici;:ht,  looks  like  nothing  mecv  than  a 
tea  of  fifantie  eartiicn  Ulkma— ini|«aMililr  for  laden  camcK 
a  SMn  ew  hefael*ck  er  on  luoc  can  find  hia  way  anjrwhem. 
>er  iWaae  who  wiabed  to  kteak  the  monotony  of  the  Muth  bj 
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visitinj^  sonic  of  the  Iniulnmrkrt  of  the  history  of  Itadkis,  or 
irvin*'  his  hick  nftor  the  aiitoh»i>e,  this  was  a  clocidctl  con- 
venieiico.  For  those  who  preferretl  shikar^  our  JaiiiAhiili 
escort  |>rovitleil  cxiH^rieiicc^l  sJiikHrU,  niul  for  those  of  his- 
torical or  aiiti<iuarian  l»ent  the  same  coq^s  furiiishctl  piitlcs. 
Sune  four  or  live  niilos  south-east  of  Aftu  may  lie  »eeii  the 
ruined  fort  ami  the  ziarnl  <if  Khwaja  Kasini.  Tlie  fort  in  mill 
to  Iiavo  hceii  huilt  and  occu]»ie<l  hy  a  nettlemeiit  of  Kunls, 
whose  mortal  remains  lie  interre<l  nmml  the  tomh  of  the 
sainted  i»ei*sona«;e  hy  whose  name  this  sjx>t  is  known.  Tlie 
)K'ak  of  the  Taropamisus  overlianpn;^  it  is  also  calliHl  "  Kiili- 
i-Khwaja  Kasim."  lietwccn  Herat  ami  Itiilran  the  cHmrsc  of 
this  nmte  is  niarketl  hy  the  ruinetl  ciiravanserais  of  C1in;;hur- 
rahat.  Kush-rahat,  lhil»atri-Mir/«ii  (near  the  summit  of  the  iians 
over  the  liills,  just  west  of  the  Ardawan  Pass),  Ilalmt-i-san;^!, 
and  (iulran.  The  ])riiici]>iil  sections  (»f  the  nmuntain-nni;;e 
that  separates  the  Ilari  i!ud  valley  from  Ikidkis  are  known 
locally.  fri>ni  east  to  west,  as  l>;infhi-Zarmast,  IWintl-i-lkilia, 
l>and-i-Ai'dawan.  r»anil-i-Af/al,  and  iland-i-Kaitu.  Smie  f«iur 
miles  east  of  Iiahat-i-san*{i  lies  the  Ziarat-i- Khwaja  Malhil, 
a  ])ictures<[Ue  little  spot,  with  its  clear  ripplin*;  stresun  full 
of  small  lisli,  frin^^'cd  hy  ;;rassy  lianks,  and  overshaclowe«l  hy 
enormous  slorni-hatteretl  willows,  win »sc  hujje  trunks  lie,  lieut 
set  inin^dy  l»y  some  mi;;hty  wind  that  raj;es  here,  across  the 
hed  of  the  stream,  dammin;^'  its  cum*nt.  In  the  stream  i^rvw 
a  i»n»fusion  of  water- weetls,  at  a  distance  the  facsimile  of 
water-cress,  IniL  on  closer  ins]H*etion  found  to  lie  not  tlic 
p'nuine  article.  A  doz^Mi  tiny  sprin;;s  huhhlo  U])  out  of  tlio 
soil  here,  transforming,'  the  aritl  soil  into  ;ai^ssy  meadow. 
Many  of  the  willows  liatl  two,  or  even  three  tnuiks,  one  of 
whicli  maybe  Nature  hatl  i>ermitte<l  to  ^row  upri}{ht,  while 
the  other  or  others  lay  prone,  hut  not  void  of  vitality,  on  the 
ground.  The  tomh  on  a  mound  hard  hy  was  tlio  least  inter- 
esting' feature  of  tlio  scene.  Some  four  miles  cast  of  this 
zinrat  we  entered  the  road  which  connects  Herat  and  Khnalik 
rid  the  Ardawan  Pass.  ]>y  this  road,  it  is  said,  somo  two 
years  a^o  two  batteries  of  artillery  on  wheeled  carriages 
niarcheil  to  Khushk,  and  thence  cither  through  or  close  bj 
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Kalab-i-aan  to  IhU  Unii:hat>  and  U«iin«m.  ThoM  l»ttcri« 
mre  now  at  lUU  Unrcluili.  Our  ounp  at  Ali-Knn  lajr  Bfamit 
liair  a  mile  off  ihU  tm<\  to  ()m  nnrtli,  in  a  nairow  atoajr  rtXkj, 
■luwn  which  llowrti  tlw  Urseot  atnam  we  liail  awn  aitioe  wa 
Irfi  the  lAiika  ol  t)ie  Hari  Itud.  Ai  I  liave  Iclora  muarkMt, 
Iba  tnfTM  of  nlil  JtnrrsM  awl  imgaiHin  channel*  toMj  Iw  awn 
in  alwMt  every  raller  of  anjr  titt,  ami  ninnini;  alimit  tha 
■(••fm  (i|  lite  Itil)  patmllrl  In  everjr  ■irraiu,  |inivinfi  tlut  iha 
o]>l  inlialiitant*  iliil  mil  rcljr  rntirrljr  im  titc  niiifalL  At  tliil 
■rawia  nl  tlie  jcar  ittr  miM  ami  Ufifwa  of  lime  tfrnn  an 
cmvml  witi)  Init  a  •rant  oal  of  drieO  jrrllow  gna*,  aRonliDg 
ImI  |irinr  ;7a<ins.  We  not  iinfrr<|netill]r  o1«erv«il  «Wna« 
mlaian*  of  Rtm>ke  ritin;:  in  the  (ItMancr,  imiicatin;;  that  ihs 
tItqiltrpU  wrre  firing  tl>e  gn*».  In  •ifinc  vIk-h  tain  bimI 
Mrhinc  •now*  lutvc  trr1ili*r<l  tlie  Hitl  ami  tranafimnol  ttiia 
w>w  jrrtlnw  umluUling  e«)iamie  into  a  wary  raqiet  of  gnrn, 
Ibr  |«nnfama  prrvnini  tlH-n'l>jr  will  Iw  iHM-h  aa  the  ryt 
»rl>liim,  in  Onlral  Aiia  al  \r*»X.  aanryt.  ItmiUleaa  we  ahall 
t«  brfe  In  mu  llii*  tran*ti>muitiiin-«rFne.  Leariait  Ali-Kma 
<«  ihe  3<l  l>ivrail<rr,  we  rruweil  for  aome  fiivr  nika  or  mora 
a  imrnnioii  <A  *pan  {trearaiin;;  anntnalljr  aterp  i:Ta>brata 
■ml  l«t«l>-mTk  ■V>|<r^  S^ny  aarrola  amt  ilrareaia  arr  n«nall]r 
alirmk-ti  I>t  nn  j^raver  e\il  llian  iIn-  rtmljuaiini;  t4  WwU ;  Imt 
■  hrn  1300  rantrl*  liave  lo  wiml  in  arnste  lie  ronml  iIm 
alunat  (irrripilim*  onle  nf  a  hill  atnn;;  ■  narrow  faolpMk, 
•  \im  a  dip  wnnkl  wml  rantrl  ami  )««•)  n4lini:  lo  the  Mioaa, 
it  tamowa  rather  tw-kliah  work,  «a|K<rtall]r  «hen  a  !•<  of  in- 
t^tient  ami  nanewkat  qnarTrlmme  mtntmm*  (niMel^lriren) 
ha\c  to  1«  ticah  witli.  Anj^  an  tdenl  ranainK  a  b*lt  all  alrav 
Ihe  two  ia  apt  lo  j^otlnrv  a  wiaha|x  No  ttu*lM|i^  bowetvr, 
occnriwl ;  and  otK*  tne  of  ilieaa  wMriMiwt  ip  ami  ilovM^ 
ov  lowl  led  na  down  a  bmiadtah  vallej  bj  tha  aide  nl  a 
Mnun  rippling  atrajr  to  iM«t  Iho  Khnahk  Knd.  Abont  bv 
■uIm  down  thia  Tnllej-.  jmh  ator*  the  innctiea  of  ihia  Mftna 
with  amaOm,  ataadt  the  neent  and  rainad  fort  of  Lac4^^ 
Kknnn.  Tha  aiU  of  Ihe  Int.  conaanded  aa  it  waa  (mn  » 
hifhar  point  ol  Ihe  rtrj  ipvr  on  which  it  waa  mutrnrtad,  ia 
M«  mtk  m  wmallj  «Mb  hnw  with  the  twMaM  OriaM*!, 
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his  Brt;;libo«ir,  liit  cniii|ilele  satisfiictioii.  Till  then  our  fnlura 
IunI  l«eii  uttccilaiti,  atnl  tluit  ver}*  uiircttiiiiitjr  enlumcod  Um 
;:U«ln€M  vitli  which  we  rpcvivnl  tlie  ti«ltii;:t  of  n  weU-CAnted 
rv%l.  Some  mmI  ChAlmr  SImiiiiIm,  9»niw  tnitl  lUU  XIur>{liiib 
wtiuhl  be  tlie  niu*  of  our  winter  csiiii|i.  Thcro  wm  e%*eti  a 
^Y^nn*  niiofHir  tliat  we  uliouKI  ccmttnue  our  WAtitlennga  until 
tlie  iticletucncj  «»f  tlie  wcatlier  tteccMitAtetl  m  ffUitiotuir^r  ox* 
t«lc*iire.  Tlte  la«i  rt*|iori  liowe>*er,  oripnalctl,  1  liii%'e  little 
<l«iuU,  in  m  uiiiifipprt*lion«i«>n.  It  it  true  tlmt  the  8ur%*ejr  uml 
Int4*lli<?rnce  |«init*m  will  cmttinue  on  the  iuf»>*e  mi  lon^  m  po«- 
»ible :  I  e>en  lieiinl  3^Ujor  Hol«lirh  ofler  to  liei  tlmt  his  |iiirtiet 
woiikl  iHit  tttii|ii*nil  tlM*ir  UUfur  for  nnin;  iluin  ii  fortut}{lii 
thnm^^litmt  tlie  winter;  atitl  fnmi  wlmt  we  Imve  m  3rei  ex* 
|«rrit*nci«il  of  tlir  wrstlirr,  I  mu  (lifi|ioee«l  to  think  lie  would 
luive  wc»u  hit  M  liml  iinj  iMtUl  nuin  tAken  it  up.  lUit  unjr 
iiiU*titi«>n  of  krrftiii;*  tlie  wlH»le  (*«>iiiintMi«*ii  on  the  nuireh  nU 
tlie  «k  inter  wa«  hm;:  ii;:^  al<iti«loiH*<l,  ccrtAiiiljT  ••  toon  M  it 
wa»  f«MiiHl  tliat  tlie  KitMiiin  i'«>ninitMion  ImkI  fAile«l  to  |iui  in 
an  a|»|ii*.tniiict\  Tlie  mail  newa  of  tlio  24tli  ultimo  atiitc* 
flat  *  tin*  l%u««tan  (•ovemmrnt  i%  mH  «li*|MMe«l  to  »liow  itarif 
•mi«ntiM« latin;:  aUtut  tlie  Af;:lian  fn»nti«*r  f|iH*iiti<m.  Tltey 
tnM«i  that  tlic  line  tixdl  in  |H72  aliouhl  W  taken  aa  tlie  l«uia 
o|  tlie  m*w  (lrliuiitati«»n.  If  tlK^jr  <lo  n«il  aucceeil  in  oUaining 
tht«,  iIm'J  are  an%i<Mi«  tliat  tlie  amini^mient  alniuhl  not  have  a 
ftnal  f  liararicT.*  Tliia  i«  alttip:4lier  a  aomewliat  curioua  aftd 
cfiotrailirtnry  ann«>uiicemrnt.  In  tlie  firU  |4ace,  witat  abouU 
1«  the  lauoa  of  tJie  new  cirlimitatitiii  if  ncii  tlw  line  fixed,  or 
rather,  it  would  apfiear,  mH  fixt^,  in  1872^  Conatilefiag 
tliat  tlie  Uuaatan  C*over«meni  haa  been  peneralljr  undetKood 
ol  late  to  riaim  rrfj  much  More  tlian  what  waa  eoocoded  to 
it  in  1N72,  Moot  |««i|4e  will  a^lmit  thai  ita  now  |«ulaaMil 
wilbn;:nraa  to  rempiiae  the  validitj  of  the  1871  tattliwiont 
ia  a  aainnU  pftml  of  an  artotnmodalitt];  tendmry.  It  nii|:bl  ba 
•«|«fiQa(«l  tbai  the  qnoCatiun  wliich  I  make  al«>ira  ffnni  tlia  wmil 
news  fvlefs  to  the  mors  eaatrrljr  pnttiun  of  the  Af|:lian  fron* 
tier »rta^  Ikdakhthan.  Wakhan.  and  HbipMn.  I  have,  bow* 
e^ef.  flood  aothontj  for  atatinf;  tbal  aa  jrai  iho  ffuntier  anal 
of  Kbo|a  tlakh  baa  nol  boon  bm#A  an  Iha  ln^andlbai 
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the  l^ritisli  niul  Russian  Cabinets  are  at  present  onlj  con- 
corncd   with   the   frontier    from    Sarakhs  to   Khojn   Saleh. 
liCceiit  indications  of  Knssian  iwlicy,  liowc>-cr,  by  no  lueons 
leatl  mc  to  supixisc  that  the  aims  of  that  Govcniment  are  by 
any  n»eans  so  niotlcst  as  the  statement  of  the  St  reterslnii^ 
correspondent  wouhl  imply.     There  is  little  doubt  that  tlic 
liiissian  War  is  already  stretching  forth  its  avaricious  povs 
towards   ranjdeh,  and  already  savonring   the  sweetness   of 
hui;«Mn''  that  Iiome  of  the  Saniks  in  a  tenacious  ami  fatal 
cnd)race — fatal,   indee<l,   for  the   Ilritish   policy   in   Central 
Asia.     I  may  here  add  that  the  Afghans  arc  now  busily  en- 
gaged in  rci>airing  the  rniniHl  ilefences  of  Ak-tapa,  six  uiilcs 
north-west  of  ranjdeh  and  of  ^laruchak. 

(loneral  Lumsilen's  i^any  arriveil  here  the  same  day  as  we 
ditl — viz.,  the  12th.  They  had  taken  it  very  easily  lietwecn 
Tanjdch  and  this,  halting  at  Manichak  for  two  days' pheasant- 
shooting.  Tho  hanks  of  the  Mnrghah  simply  swann  with  t)ie 
l»ird  of  lovely  plumage  (dilVering,  however,  somewhat  from 
the  English  phcasiinl),  called  by  the  Turkoman  Irtrkntrai, 
and  l>y  the  Persian  vtHiyh-i'fhfi/tfi  (heath-efK;k).  As  in  tlic 
Knglisli  pheasant,  the  plmnage  of  the  hen  is  vastly  infe- 
rior to  tliat  of  the  coek-hird.  In  a  few  days  some  three  or 
four  guns  bagged  300  birds,  and  they  eMimateil  that  they 
lost  a  numl>er  very  little  inferior  in  the  thick  jungle.  Sir 
I'eter  T.unisden's  arrival  here  was  herahle<l  by  a  salute  of 
seventeen  guns,  tired  from  the  four  guns  in  the  fort.  Tlie 
river  here  winds  about  very  much — so  nnich  so  that,  although 
both  the  fort  and  our  camp  are  on  the  right  Uank,  the  stream 
twice  cuts  tlje  bee-line  l>etween  us.  The  fort  is  about  tlinse- 
ipiartcrs  of  a  mile  south  of  our  camp,  while  half  a  mile  to  tlie 
east  of  us  lies  the  camp  of  the  Afghan  C<»mmissioner.  Tlie 
(lovernorof  Herat  and  CJeneral  (;haus-ud.din  are  located  in 
the  fort.  Tlie  latter  returns  to  Panjdeh  shortly.  Tlic  plan 
of  our  camp,  worked  out,  I  believe,  with  much  care  and  toil 
at  iSinda,  has  of  late  undergone  a  complete  transfonuation*— 
why  or  wheref(»re  I  know  not,  nor  need  wo  discuss  tlie  re- 
spective advantages  of  the  past  and  present  arrangements. 
Looking  south  from  our  camp  we  see,  distant  some  seven  or 
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et^t  milett  n  minow  gorpa  throttsh  vliich  ikiwt  Um  If  aii^luiK 
This  pofue  pieroet  Uie  vestcrn  exlrrmitjr  of  the  Tirfaaml*!- 
Tnrkiibtatt. 

The  OmmiiMHifirr**  r«rtjr,  iifter  tltvcrpng  from  mir  nmi% 
At  Tutudii,  sinick  the  Khtwlik  at  Kani  U|ift.  In  tlie  vMty  of 
tJuit  river  tliej  IumI  nome  e xciting  pi)*-!4ickiit;^  kUliii(;  foor 
htt|^  boorm.  The  tU/  ve  nuirrlieil  in  from  XlAn;:»n  Itere,  w« 
mm  a  aoamler  miiktn{«  nf(  ap  the  hilU  vcet  t4  the  n%*er.  TIm 
|ii;:t  of  the  Khoiilik  vallejr  acem  nlw*  to  Iiavc  p^nrmlljr  m«tle 
for  the  hill*  wlien  in  tUnpT.  A  nimiUr  Imliit  chAmcteroet 
tlie  pipi  of  IW'luchiMiin,  iiml.  in  fact,  anj  kvmlity  vliere  mjQ^ed 
hiU«  afliml  a  luifrr  rvfupe  than  scant  jun;:le.  IWtvcen  An* 
•luira  awl  Tnr-i-Shaikh,  on  llie  10th  infant,  in  a  ^-allcj 
orcii|>icil  Yiy  aettWmrntA  of  ooma«l  Af^tliana  (T<>khit  ant| 
I'tak^  fnim  near  Kan«laluir)  %re  vcre  i4iovn  a  brpe  Xnmw 
killdl  tlut  morning  liy  tlie  inhaUtanta  He  IumI  killed  a 
camel,  ami  ere  lie  <lr|iArtt<<l  tlii«  life  ^-erj  arrionalj  |9nffv«l  a 
man.  Ho  «ra«  meaaiirvtl.  ami  ftfjntl  to  Maml  37  inches  ai 
tlie  ftlHMilikf,  ami  to  Ik*  C7  inclica  from  note  to  root  oi  laiL 
llovkevrr.  I«*t  ut  ret  rare  mir  ttcfM  ami  rejniii  (tcneral  Lnm^len 
in  tlir  Kliii%lik  vallejr.  Twirp  lictwrrn  KAni*tapa  ami  IHal* 
i'khi«hti  tlie  vater*  of  the  ri%er  cli«ap)irar  (%ix.,  MwetA 
Cliaman-i-lvtl  ami  llant>i-Klian  ami  a  few  mile*  alvnre  l*itl*i* 
khiUiti)  for  a  ft|iAce,  reo|»|«ahng  farther  ilown.  Tliia  aeema 
to  \m  a  charactrriatic  fmture  of  tlie  h%'er«  and  streams  of 
Af;:liantaUn  ami  llelnchiMan,  and  dituUlcaa  also  of  other 
cMiotnes  of  simiUr  gt^v'ical  lormatioii.  Witoeaa  the  Had 
Kml  near  Sarakli*,  the  Karah  llnd  at  LaUi  Javam«  the  ■trsaMS 
in  the  Ik4an  ami  Hnmai  valleya.  and  many  moteu  Tho 
penetml  a»peci  of  tlie  nmntry  thn«ii;:h  vhich  (•enrnl  Lnms 
den's  part/  marrheil  appenm  to  ha%*e  elnoelj  rssembleil  tlml 
of  the  ronto  vhich  ve  ftdloved,  vtth  thaa  exetplmi.  thai  tht 
ettrbstinc  nmlnlatitms  mm  low  vahod  hj  mig^  deilaa  nml 
hUI-rmi0as»  and  that  the  viUosr.  jnntprr,  and  pisSarhm  tivea 
vsffv  cMm|iiinuys  bj  their  absoiKO.  Ami  this  is  pncsstly  the 
chamctor  vhich  any  man  rieving  tha  laml  from  the  top  of 
the  Knh-i*KAitn  vonM  Imro  ottnimlsd  to  iL  Tho  hridfi 
Mvthojudkm  of  the  Kbvskk  ami  Unifkob  tivan^ 
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as  rul-i-khishti,  proves  to  be  an  aqiiedact  by  which  the 
copious  stR»aui  of  wnter  dmwn  off  from  the  Mur^^hab  at 
liaiul-i-Xatliri,  al>out  half-way  between  Manichak  and  Paiij- 
(leh,  is  carried  across  the  IhkI  of  the  Khushk  to  irrigate  lands 
farther  north  on  the  left  Umk  of  the  MuiT^hab.  Pul-i- 
khishti  consists  of  three  arches.  Like  the  bridges  at  Pul- 
i-Khatun,  Maruchak,  and  Tirpul,  it  is  constnictcil  mainly  o( 
lar^'(»,  square,  kiln-dried  bricks,  the  material  ap|>arcntly  inva- 
riably used  for  bnildin*;  in  ohlen  days  in  these  ]iarts,  wliere 
hiiildin^-stone  is  unprocurable.  It  is  still  utilisetl  as  a  %*ia- 
d\ict,  wlhTcas  tliat  of  Manichak  has  little  left  but  the  pier^ 

Sir  Peter  Lunisdon  reacheil  Ak-tapa  on  the  2d  l>eccnilicr, 
and  halted  there  on  the  M.  Ak-ta]>a  is  a  vast  mound,  said  to 
he  sonic  300  yards  long  hy  150  bn^ad  and  100  feet  high ;  in  fact, 
I  should  think,  not  unlike  the  citadel  of  old  Kandaliar.  Such 
mounds,  relics  of  this  country's  former  ixipulousncss  and  pros- 
perity, are  to  l>e  seiMi  at  several  \dace8  on  the  banks  of  the 
Khushk ;  and  yet  n(i\v  one  or  two  small  isolate<l  settlements 
of  Saruk  Turkomans,  and  those  but  recently  detached  from 
Panjileh,  are  alone  to  1k^  seen  there.  Ak-ta|)a  itself  is  garri- 
soned and  being  fortilietl  by  the  Afghan  troo|)8  under  General 
CJhaus-ud-din.     Jt  is  surroundeil  by  extensive  ruins. 

On  the  4th  (General  Lumsden  moveil  to  Paigdeh,  Imltcd 
there  on  the  5th  ami  Gth,  reached  Manichak  in  two  marclies 
on  the  8th,  halted  there  on  the  9th  and  10th,  and  on  the  12th 
encam|>ed  at  r>ala  Murghab.  The  marches  and  distances  are 
as  under: — 

Ak-tnpa  to  Pniijilrh, 5.65 

Paiij'h'h  to  li.iinl-i-Xinliri, 11.75 

KaiHl-i-X.uliri  to  .Nhirucliak,           ....  10.U5 

Manichak  to  Karawulkhana,         ....  12.55 

Karawulkhaim  to  liiila  Mur^liub,          .        .        ,  Ia75 

Total,     ....      51.65 

The  sur^•ey  of  the  route  from  Kuhsan  to  Pai\jdeh  and 
thence  to  r,ala  Murghab,  exwuteil  under  the  super\'i8ioii  of 
^^ajor  Hohlich,  was  made  by  traversing  —  the  position  of 
certain  imiwrtant  points  being  fixeil  by  astronomieal  obicr- 
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three  inimHant  point*,  ami  illuMntl«  ihr  rrrun  ut  the  pid- 
Uooa  UHiniwI  U>  tltnn  on  imvinm  iu«]m  ; — 


CN-I  pM^lrli,  f  1^.        an-  4'  »•  »'  M'  i»-  -  B'  4r 

.4-1  F<«t,     f  Ia»k-  K  (M  Jm    ■>  ni  SO  »•  4-lt  >• 

UarathahjUt.  U41»  M4liau  *»     • 

r-wt,  I  l^mg.  r.  ni   41    o  lO     •  »t  ♦»  ■» 

IbU    Mm-    1  Ui.         »  ai    0  u  at  »  •••  4  » 

itkh  r.41, )  b«it.  R.  a    M   0  a  ti  »  4^  i»  M 

Tltr  Ti-nl  •liataim  (4  ^iMnicluik  ttvtu  KnniTMlkliAM  U 
ibNililril  in  nnr  |irvM-ni  mn\».  TIh-*;  »tv  iiN-irljr  iHi^Mncni 
nl  lltc  un«l  iiuMTnrnrjr  nt  l)i«  pi'^tniilital  ktntwlolf^B  t4 
IWILi^  hihI  ••(  Uio  it»|-irlii»i'«  •>!  llw  tmrvrjr  n»w  Iwiim 
rtn.iitt«l  fnnii  «  M-kiililir  )ii4nl  of  \'trm.  Tlw  MnirKiral 
tT«nll«  i>l  tliii  Riini-y,  •■  ill>i>ln>liii;:  tlw  rvUttvp  laMiiiiitt*  iif 
Um  lln-ujii  [>ircv*  in  Tiirkiatnii  mmI  tin'  nhlMli  t"^v  in  IinIm 
l<t«anU  lliTat.  will  I'  t4  cniili-r  iitwtiral  iih<hmiiI.  Tlirn* 
■■  m>  I'twti  ril  I'Ntijik-l),  ll>e  Maruk<  U-iit;*  ■cnttcfnl  np  kinI 
<|iiwN  l)tr  \B)k7  ill  ■■llli-MM'iit*  •■(  \arriiitf  *in'.  Ttirj  re»iilt 
in  tmt*  ••(  oarv  Ml  ami  l>lanki.iin;:.  kmiwn  h^-alljr  a*  liirytA, 
am!  M^iff  unitiTMlly  I7  tlw  iMiur  •■(  iiMlw.  Tlwjr  an  Ia4li 
mllirai'm  ••!  tltr  a>tl  aif  t  nwnm  ol  kntr  tt>rk*  ami  hmhh 
TlMr  mqaH*  <lWia*>.  Ba.klk)-I<*K*  U'*'"y'«*>>  ■■*•)  «<4her 
anii-k^  n|  Hinilar  inanii  fact  tin-,  are  Imiwn  all  <nvT  Aaim, 
awl  in  fjimfw  aUi,  ^v  lU-ir  vxn-lhtMv  «(  wiirkhMaaliip 
■m1  laMrfnlnrM  iif  iImi;?!  TIh-Jt  an-  im<>4l]r  MMhtv  fi|  alNirp'* 
■  •■4.  iMt  (imiMonalljr  |utrltc*  ••(  Mlk-tmrk  are  innttML 

Tlw  MhTT-w>«k  '4  iIm-  Slrak^  Ixk  (•«  lM<rae4ni|^Nn|^  itmA 
^•r  th«  lain-r  avi.  m  mhI  m  vw  will'  tlMir  au]«1-vi«k  lur 
>TN>1/  nf  «!»•;:«  ami  »»rkinan*lu|^  I  Imtv  a*  f  ft  kv*  ■««« 
•wr|<  Uw  Imw^  irmpjiiii-^*  wbirh  are  mnl  bf  all  mmi  (4  »my 
nmk  Bmmti  thm  JaMaUinU*  ami  llaniM,  ami  wkirii  Aid  mi 
■ink*  MM  M  rrtnarkabla.  l*art  of  llw  wntk  u  Mlrvr-^jih. 
TW  mdj  ttemm  luatl  ia  wnwikan  aiivrentlr.  TIm  WtMun 
an  llw  wuw  of  Uw  Ink*;  TW  bmI«  Sank  l>m^  iMff^/ 
bM  of  Uwt  ittgauj  wmI  jaalowqr  wludi  iwlvcw  mmM  MalMM- 
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iiiodans  to  kcop  llieir  wonioii  in  ilic  atrioU«t  nccliinioii,  tlio 
curiniis  llriton  was  iHiriiiittecl  to  enter  tlioir  wi<^aiiis  nml 
witness  the  pnwess  of  ninnnfaetnre  of  the  cnqH»t«,  In  a  few 
<lay«.  l»n»buMy,  we  shall  nee  n  lur;^*  eon.Hi^rnnient  of  lhi*se  yn\n*n 
brou;;ht  into  our  eanip  ft)r  HaK*. 

The  Afj,'han  ;:aiTis<ui  in  the  nei;»hl»onrhi>t«l  of  Piinj<leh  is 
ron;;hly  esiinnileil  at  1000  n»en.  with  two  pin«.  It  lian  Uwi 
inereaseil  lately,  owin«;  to  a|)]in*henNionH  nriMJn};  from  itHiriit 
Kiissjan  niovenientH.  Sonut  .^O  miles  north  of  Ak-t4i|in  m 
an  Afj^'han  c»uti>ost.  The  Rettlement.s  of  Ihc  Saniks  exiemi 
to  Karawulkhana,  i:^  miles  this  side  of  Maniclmk,  whidi, 
with  the  exeeption  of  a  small  Af;^han  ^arriMin  htisieil  in 
repairin;,'  the  ohl  citaih'l,  is  hut  HjMirsely  inhahitiHl.  The  olil 
town  of  Maruchak  was  of  some  si/.i*  an«1  ini|N>rtAneo,  ns  uliciwn 
hy  its  ruined  walls,  which  (>n('h»se  an  area  (»f  nearly  half  n 
mile,  antl  the  dintensifins  of  its  eitadel.  The  hrid^^e,  wIhwc 
arches  once  spanned  the  Mur«,'hah  then\  is  now  a  i*<nnplt*ti* 
ruin.  AlN)ve  its  centn*  ]»i(>r  may  still  U*  seen  the  niins  uf  a 
wj\t('li-t>>wer  or  forlilinl  ;^'a!eway.  Kn»m  Panjdeli  (tenemi 
I.mnsden  marched  up  tlu*  left  hank  of  the  river  to  Mam- 
chak,  crossed  it  hy  a  ford  near  the  hrid«;i»,  nnd  then(*e  f»iIlowe«l 
the  ri^^dit  hank  to  Ilala  Mur^diah.  Just  this  side  of  Kara* 
widkliana  the  settlements  of  the  Sarnks  and  the  Jamnliidis 
almost  nu^et.  The  whole  valley  is  emiiuMitly  fertile,  and  e;i|>- 
iihle  «»f  Ik-Iu;,'  hi^'hly  cultivated.  The  aveni;^i  breadth  of  the 
vaUey  of  th(i  Mur^^hah  from  here  to  Panjdeh,  belwtvn  the 
umhdatin;^'  hills  that  Ismnd  it  east  and  west,  is  tliriH!  f>r  four 
miles.  There  is  one  feature  alM»ut  the  Arni^^hab  river  wliicli 
eiiiincnily  distin;^mislies  it  from  ahuost  all  other  rivers  that  I 
have  s(>en  in  Asia,  and  that  is,  that  tho  volume  t»f  the  water, 
wliether  in  HinhI,  or,  as  at  this  se.'ison,  when  it  is  at  its  lowirsi 
ehh,  fills  the  sam(>  breadth  of  chaiuiel.  As  a  rule,  an  Asiatic 
river-bed  presents  at  the  dose  of  the  dry  seas4»n  a  wiile  extent 
of  mud,  stone,  or  ;:ravel,  which  is  submer^^ed  during;  and  after 
rainfall  or  snow  meltin;;.  The  Mur^diab  alters  only  in  llio 
de))th  of  its  waters,  not  in  the  breadth  as  a  rule,  liecaniio  it 
flows  in  a  contined  channel,  with  ]>er|KMidicnlar  sides,  thut  luia 
Iwen  excavated  by  the  action  of  the  river  itself.    It  ii  aoaicdy 
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McvMur  to  m1<I  tlua  the  vallejr  ol  the  Uarglmb  alK«ib  wmf 
fadlitf  (or  the  iMrrli  of  tTnn|w. 

I  niiut  MOW  r«vf>ft  In  KItiuhk,  mhI  MIuw  oar  own  much 
tlicnn;  to  IIaU  UurclMU  One  »  apt,  wIh'u  mw  Mva  on  a  nup 
a  liiiln  rimiUr  mark  vilh  ■  nanw)  «ttMlw«l,  to  itiuc>M  that 
tlm  cxiita  a  tnora  or  tcM  cmii|«ct  town  or  villauB.  Anjrtliins 
IrM  cninpact  than  Khoalik  cannni  li«  coticvivctl.  nnleot  it  h* 
I'Mij'lt^  awl  llala  UuTehalk  Kalah-i-nan.  on  Uw  otltcr  hand, 
i*  a  ffn\  Hg  villa;9>  of  uiut1-)MMi>««,  vitli  a  tapecUbl*  (ott. 
Anytliin);  Itm  n-*lirrtal>li'  than  Uw  iMmlitarjr  atratiKhoU  of 
iIm  JaiDkltHli  clik'ff  I  liavo  wliloui  iiwn.  Ito  not  ni)>paae  I 
Imvc  Ml  (knin  tn  tnaliini  ttint  trilv.  Hie  very  iwrne.  Uj 
intrrnMine  with  litem  Ium  left  noiic  Imt  Um  )il(a«intaat  in- 
|irrMii>n«.  I  like  iIh-it  {prnialiljr  ami  |)lau«nt  (hroill/  mannw 
— aw-li  a  r»nMn*t  tn  llie  i^Piimlitjr  o(  Afcltana,  Tha  llaM- 
ni  of  Kalalt-i-nau  alHiwr<t  thrmtrlvea  e>|uallj  cnnlial  and 
aj^rrraMe.  biM'r;:iiiK  fnHii  tlw  almlm  of  llwoa  two  tribea,  w« 
fril  amiini;  T<>klii«  am)  I'tak*  (nffulKMti  of  llw  (iliitiaia.  ac- 
nmliiv^  to  llvir  own  ■talrtuntta).  and  marked  mu  the  dillercnet 
<if  iTlta^DMir.  Ot  the  latter,  i-vrn  tltnae  win  came  near  «• 
Willi  an  i.-l>fect  In  ;^in  could  not  rbiak  their  innato  uncovtb- 
nrM  ami  di«iiurt<-«]r ,  ami  aa  fi>r  tlioap  vhnnt  w«  appfnachtd, 
rrtlatiiljr  with  tnriMy  itilt'nlHni*— fruui  llicm  we  tuvt  with 
u<4liiu;<  ImI  ■iirlinraa,  nxlcneu,  ami  eren  dnaonatratiooa  o( 
bnaldilf.  I  afterward*  lieanl  Hut  tlwiae  nomada,  vhoia  1  «M 
reruial/  auqinanl  In  tee  up  hero,  Itai)  taken  rcfnc*  tna  thn 
wrath  nf  the  Aniir  in  ihta  rrnxAe  tomer  of  tha  AtRfaMi 
dfl«(iniu«a.  II  art,  it  ia  |icrba|M  m*  wowlerful  that  thrjr 
•tnnhl  rrganl  na.  llie  annaed  theoda  ami  alliea  (d  iIm  Awr, 
aa  an*|«nn«t  jiarlira.  Whether,  howerer,  tliejr  bo  Mcnra  at 
not  in  IWIkM  fnitn  One  Aaur'a  rfoentMeat,  thojr  at*  aal 
»i«n|«  fm«i  hia  Utra.  Tlw  nunilvn  and  aiM  of  thn  ioekn 
of  abrrp  l«lon);ing  to  tliew  whirk  )  hw  gruinit  ■>  Om  rallaja 
near  Tar-i-tihatkh,  cvrtaul/  anrjitM*!  aa.  Wt  |Muaad  aoao 
MX  et  HTMi  arUlcnNnta  of  ihrae  llhtlnuik  nMnbohng  tn  all 
fwrfcapa  mt*  vnch  nndet  1000  faMilwa,  and  thair  abaop  w«m 
««Mat«l  tonelil/  at  30XHW.  Uaraorar,  Hmf  owaad  *  ««•• 
kn  of  (Mtio  and  cumU     TUj  ariMad  m  UnI*  fcf  tlM 
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liiislininlmnu's  lulxiiirs.  AlxMit  tlin  nmoiiiit  ami 
imymeiit  tif  Uiuir  revenue,  there  is  wiiiio  iloiil*. 
tliey  reuiler  t.i  tlio  Amir  niiiHinlly  n  auncl  (or  cvi 
5011  a\\w.\'.  Olliern  aipim  stntcil  tlmt  one  sliecp  i 
niiiiiiiii  iviis  the  n»so«sc»l  reveimc.  It  comes  to 
same  lliiii^,  ns  the  vnltio  of  a  roikI  t>n^n<^'-cniuci 
sliei'ii  niny  Ix'tli  Iw  I'ut  dnwn  rmi^tily  ni  oIkhiI 
l.erli!iiiH  mtliur  more. 

lli.wcvrr,  I  must  liie  Ixiek  to  Klmnlik.  Our  i 
til.'  Kireiim  of  llint  imiiie  near  the  iM>mt  wlicro 
liillierKi  wesliTly,  liemls  lu.i-tliwnnl.  Tliiu  u 
win'n'  it  ]>iiwejt  llir-m^li  n  ]ire(i|iilimM  (lefilo  in  i 
i.f  tlic  Unlia  riiii^-e.  is  also  the  Uiiiiulnty  Iwlwecn 
liiti'il  ami  (if]"i|rtilatvil  loTlioii  fi(  Us  course.  ] 
as  il  llmv!i  tn  juiii  the  Miirijliiih,  niins  nml  n  fc 
Saruks.  as  I  Ut^re  meiilioiieil.  ore  tlie  w.lc  tigta 
life.  K.ii'.twiir.l  ils  Uiiikfi  arc  n  very  heoliive,  o; 
KWiirm  iif  l>eeliivc's~f.<r  1  know  no  stnictnni  that 
■I'll  ill  L-oloiir,  more  ch^-H-ly  nwiuMea  the  lAinpth 
N«l  that  nil  the  •Iwelliii;:'  rire  of  this  lyjic  The  » 
lew  tliil-riHifeil  niuil-liotclx,  so  low  Hint  no  htiMiii 
onliimry  slatiire  couhl  »taii<l  ii|)  m  them.  On  the  i 
W1I4  Mrifki-'il  a  t-iH^lly  jiile  of  ilried  hicenie  Rnwa 
the  wiiiler-f'Hi<hTo[ihc]ioiise[ioI.kT'Aiin;;.  ICowcv 
;i.  is  hi*  .hvellio-  the  .lamshi.li  i<i  as  a  rule  n  « 
lrll..«-.  ari.l  iiivarii.l.ly  a  --kI  li.,rseinan.  Like  I 
iiijii,  hi'  is  iriiim-'l  tn  riile  from  infnnry.  ns  n 
Chdliar  Aiiii;iki.  n  were  ImhTiI  n  )>ity  that  w  sh 
mis  tliis  line  lio«ly  o 
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■a  «ll  fwailMr'-ainv  mtmm  oar  jmXh.  Sttnu  mItiw  w*  b»> 
prnMnl  Ittni  into  oor  Knicc,  ami  iiuutM  oa  hit  diowing  w 
Um  war  lA  oar  aini|v  Aa  m  nU*  alone  I  roorcned  with 
him.  lie  t<4<l  mo  he  waa  a  fonr  henUman,  without  hoaa^ 
m\h,  at  lamilj- — on*  whn  dwelt  with  the  dock  intnialad  to 
him  umlcr  the  eanopjr  n(  heaven.  Yet  he  liaJ  a  atec*)— aneb  a 
■tn.ll  ? — almait  n^flier  tlutn  iu  riiler.  yet  Mill  diatinctljr  tv 
ov">**l'l>  "■  *  "ciua,  bowerer  (alien,  of  the  eiiuiaa  raect 
Kvpfj  Jam«lii<ti  who  can  fMieaililjr  alPml  it  keefa  a  atead  ef 
•nrta.  All  tiMMi-  in  the  Amir'*  •errire  are  hnnemrn,  and  good 
iMnewca  to  Ijoot. 

Tlie  Sanika  of  l^njaich  are  Htil  tw  W  ejicmxIinKlj  w^  to 
tla  What  i«  the  aonrc*  (4  their  wealtli  f  Tlieir  carpata, 
timmdnk*,  ami  tilver-wnrk,  their  ll■<ekJ^  henla,  ami  cn>pa  f  Ho 
it  wmthi  aeem,  fur  one  ilnra  mit  htwr  their  name  eiMi|iled  with 
lliat  at  lite  Tckkn  ai  inveterate  mlJara.  Iwleeil  llMir 
piMtinn  at  ('■njilch,  ea«jr  vi  a|i|inairh  ami  ailark  aa  it  i^ 
wiNilil  ararrrljr  warrant  their  atl<i|«ins  a  lite  n(  imlivrimtMata 
)>lumlrr.  Tlie  Jamtliiili  apiin,  while  Irmlin;;  a  life  nf  imlwtrjr. 
Iia*  fmm  fiwee  n(  ncenaitjr  l«vn  iraineit  fma  cliililhml  W 
live  face  In  tare  with  <bn;^>r.  <>n  one  aide  the  Tuilminan 
niilpr ;  on  the  ether  the  Afi;lian.  to  wliom  llie  (')wliar  Aiawk 
Itate  m*  alwajr*  \<m  tite  mnai  linrtle  anhject*.  ami  oa  tlM 
ihtnl,  nei^^tilKinrin;;  trilm  m>*  |wrciael]r  of  a  |iecwval4e  taai- 
|atament :  who  wrmht  m4  like  \o  live  in  the  mtil-lle  I 

Tlie  Khnthk  vallrr.  (row  tlie  ra|iiul  town  to  Khwaja  Kal* 
•mUr.  whri*  iNir  rt-wl  >lit-er]:i*l  tn  tl»e  m>rih  tnwanl*  Kalah-l- 
nan,  >«.  folkiwini;  lU  wimlins*.  amae  U  mile*  in  teaglh.  villi 
an  average  Ivrmlih  of  alamt  Im1(  a  mile,  nmnchovt  Uua 
iltiUnre  Wh  ita  Imnka  are  Mml'lnl  mnre  «f  leas  tkirkty  villi 
TiiUgea  nf  the  type  1  have  almMljr  <teemtiaiL  We  had  aaaM 
p-al  ftihtng  in  Itie  Khntt.k.  i>a  mil;  pal  Imih  SO  in  ui  how. 
The  atring  and  cnokcd  |Nn  vhIi  «  tamp  ef  >km)tb  waa  alaa  aa 
eminent  anccMa.  Tlie  lAtanr.  ancli  aa  it  ia.  m  iB  Khnakk  jtaalf 
near  the  Inmble-dowa  (nn.  whefe  raaida  the  chieTa  laaulf. 
H»dai  Kali  Khan,  the  ekk-t  ann  el  Khan  Apk  oune  in  (mm 
Herat  dnnns  oar  halt  of  tw«  daya,  and  )aid  Culenel  PrigaMBj 
a  virnL     Onr  aaeMnl  dajr  Uwra  vaa  a  fair^da/.  aad  v*  all 
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patrolled  the  bazaar  in  the  hopes  tliat  we  should  witness  a 
grand  display  of  the  products  and  wares  of  the  country.  Wc 
wore  all  egrcj^iously  disapjwinted,  and  only  tempted  into 
cxi^nding  our  hanlly  earned  rupees  on  articles  many  of  which 
we  could  buy  clicapcr  in  the  bazaars  of  Shikarpur  and  Pesh- 
awar. The  shceivskin  hat  of  the  countr}'  was  the  most  original 
olijcct  1  saw — and  even  those  we  were  induced  to  buy  off 
the  I  leads  of  tlie  owners,  who  made  at  least  cent  per  cent  on 
the  bargain.  I  may  as  well  add  that  these  hats  were  care- 
fully sicanied  and  fumigated  liefore  they  were  used,  or  even 
allowed  admittance  into  a  tent  Tliey  are  splendid  thin[*8  to 
keep  the  head  warm  on  a  cold  day.  It  is  curious  liow 
Orientals  feel  cold  afVecting  their  heads.  Not  long  ago,  in  the 
cliill  of  the  early  morn,  l)efore  marching  I  saw  a  native  attatki 
looking  unquestionably  cold  and  miserable.  I  expressed  a 
fear  that  he  was  suircring  from  tlic  cold.  "  No,"  he  replied,  "  I 
am  not ;  but  my  head  is."  Now  with  the  Kuro|)ean  it  is  the 
1  lands  and  feet  that  sulVer  most. 

The  valley  of  the  Khushk  is  all  cither  under  ciilti\*ation  or 
lying  fallow  ;  and  tlie  tops  and  slojKiS,  and  dips  and  hollows,  of 
the  liills  lK)rdering  on  it,  are  by  no  means  neglected.  Indeed 
tlie  natives  say  that  the  soil  of  the  latter,  which  is  irrigated 
by  rain  only,  and  known  as  (fftimn,  is  far  more  )>roductivc  in 
a  godd  year  than  the  f(»rmer.  Wheat,  l»arley,  and  melons 
seem  to  Ikj  m<vst  genen\lly  grown  here,  although  cotton,  and 
1  hear  opium,  are  also  cultivated,  e8i>ocially  near  Kalah-i-nau. 
The  manufactures  seem  barely  worthy  of  mention.  Sheviinkin 
hats  are  the  only  things  I  can  think  of.  At  Kalah-i-nau, 
however,  very  gcKul  hark  and  hftrak  are  made.*  Almost 
everything  is  im[>ortcd :  piece-g'HKls  fnun  Itussia,  and  A 
variety  of  articles  made  of  silk,  cotton,  wtiol,  and  felt  from 
Mashhad,  Tanjdeh,  and  Jkikhara.  Other  things,  such  as 
metal  utensils  of  all  kinds,  and  articles  of  fwHl,  arc  probably 

'  A'urk-  huA  hnrak  Are  iiiAteriftlM  of  a  thick  m*arni  tuKstMice,  nuule  froai  Um 
Iwiir  of  g.iatrt  aii<l  cAinrln.  Vmh:\\  web  ih  aIiouI  9  yanla  long  bj  t  fMt  broad. 
The  price  varicM,  According  U>  ijUAlity,  fnun  ouc  U>  two  i>r  three  ni|iMi 
It  inAken  excellent  warm  clothing.  The  ciioirt  of  t>i«  BouinUry  C«iB 
wan  pruviaed  wiUi  clothing  of  this  material  for  the  winter  of  1SS4-S6. 
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frrmi  Herat.  En^lUli  wjiren  woiiM  cerUtnljr  tppear 
to  W  altiKwt  unknown  in  tlic^  nmrkHn.*  ^liat  I  my  of 
Khu^lik  applm  fqually  to  KaUh-i*naQ.  It  aeema  radicalljr 
wron;;  tliat  in  Xorthrni  Af;;luiniMan,  as  wt*ll  a«  in  Central 
Ama.  Rnanian  warvft  nlnmltl  lie  suiipl.tntin^  Knjriiali.  Within 
Ku%%ian  tcrhtory  tlir  |iMliiliiti%'e  «lutii*ji  ini|»Mr«|  lea%'e  not  a 
rltancr  to  llritiftli  or  Imlian  coiii|K*tition ;  Uttt  it  in  time  wt 
rrcil>roratc«l  \vy  U*atin^  tlM*m  (Hit  of  tlie  Af;:lian  market.  One 
w«*U  of  twei<«l  or  cltrviiii  or  amnc  micIi  cKhIi.  ami  Mime  Man- 
rlH*%trr  oiCtnii  ptmU  iitatit|ii<«l  lUlli  l»nitlMT«,  Wi*rv  tlie  onljT 
«art*a  I  mw  tliat  ninnt  lui%e  ntirlicHl  Kliii«i}ik  and  Kalah-i-nan 
lltrnu^lt  IikIia.  Sii;;ar  oinM*^  f^•tll  Humia.  tea  |»fnl«il»ljr  fmta 
|l<4liara.  Itii«iian  lcatlN*r  (^w/^^r)  aii«l  Ku^Aian-niaiU*  liooca 
I  Mik.aUi  Tiirkoumn  UmiC«.  t*ar|ii*t4.  NKiM«/f«A«.  ami  aiKer- 
««irk  (^Hiir  fr«»ni  Tanjileli.  Tlie  Turk<>iitan  iwffM«H#j  (Mi  ni;:«) 
an*  ^erj  p«mI.  IhU  I  lit*  U*«t  art*  tlKwe  f»f  MaaliluMl.  The 
rar]ii'tt  of  liirjaml  am!  Itliaiii.  Inmc^rr.  canitol  liokl  a  ramlle 
in  tiKiN*  of  l*Anj<li*lt.  Aniliiio  «lTr4,  wliN*h  |»la)'t*il  surli  lia%Mie 
anxini:  Persian  rar|w*44  tliat  tlic  Sliah  IunI  to  tMine  a  /frautn 
ffifliiiMiii;*  tlM*ir  u«r  nml«*r  fiain  of  lira%  jr  penalty,  arp  liapfitljr 
Ititir  km»«n  a«  yet  t«»  tlio  Tiirk*i«tiaii«.  I  rr;;rH  ti»  bmr  tlmt 
tliry  art*  jiitt  cTe>r|»in;;  int<»  ii«e  annni:;  fliriit. 

Amhhi;;  tlir  ruri<«*itN'«  •»!  KlinOtk  arv  it«  «uilinr  ami  rha* 
hla-Atr  •|ihii;rt.  Our.  wIihIi  I  «lii|  mit  %i«it  |vr*«»n4llr.  i«  Mitl 
to  |if««lme  a  rlijihl«<flte  IIiihI  «itli  tlie  «|«rklc*aml  tiu  of  amU- 
«at«*r.  Two  nilifM.  Ih««c«%it.  1  •aw  ,  ami  fmtu  ilir  a|>|irafniic« 
••f  tlir  •rtltnient  «lr|MMiteil  !•)  tiN-iii  ami  tlie  laMe  of  the  water. 
I  cmif'ImM  tliat  tliey  nmtaiiir«l  U4h  mm  ami  tall.  Theae 
•|*fin;:4  IuhI  in  tJie  nmr^e  of  a;^*«  lU-ivniteil.  of  ratlier  throww 
up.  two  ftttMill  luoitmU  «oiur  !*•  or  30  fc^  high.  o<npn>^J 
a|*i«rmtljr  of  a  contpfMiiiiWi  i«f  «alt  ami  in«i.*  One  kj 
jtt«l  Ivlow  tlic  t«*wn  of  Kliumlik  tm  tlic  left  liuik  <if  the  rtvtf. 


}  IMI  lk»  talw«4 
•  T«r.#«U.  te  hm  ill  »at  «4  a»Jli»^«  Um^m  ••  KalM  ia  Itra-Tfl.  «». 
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niul  the  other  just  opposite  to  it  on  the  right  bank.    Wliile 
the  former  was  left  out  in  the  cohl  nnd  invested  with  no  halo 
of  sanctity,  the  latter  was  reputeil  to  l>c  the  place  of  ninrtyr- 
(loni  of  a  descendant  of  the  Imam  Keza,  hy  name  InuiiuxaiUi 
Slier  Mohanimetl    Hani  by  was  his  tonih,  named  Zinrat-i- 
sliir-i-surkh,  or  the  shrine  of  the  rt»d  milk,  planletl  as  usual 
with  pistachios  and  adorned  with  the  horns  of  the  mountain 
sheep.     0\\  a  rocky  eminence  overhan«;inj(  lioth  sprin«;  and 
tomb,  st(H>d  a  little  dome  of  nnid-hricks  of  a  very  strikingly 
reil  hue.     This  was  termed  the  holy  man's  "  Kadnni-gah,"  or 
standiu^-pliue ;  but  it  apiH»ared  that  he  had  not  left  hi.s  foot- 
print eiiihedded  in  the  rock,  as  saints,  and  devils  also  I  am 
tnhl,  nre  wojit  to  do.     The  nnl  sc»il  of  which  this  dome  was 
constructed  is  not,  as  niay  lie  suj»i>osed,  colounM  with  imn. 
It  is  not   to  be  seen  anywhere  near  the  ehalylieato  springs, 
althou^di   I   remarked  its  existence   in   st^vend    jwrts  of  the 
Khnshk  valley.     I  may  here  incidentally  mention  that  one 
of  the  strata  of  the  hills  lM>nlering  the  river  was  cf»miw>si*<l 
mainly  of  fossilised  marine  shells.     ]I(»w    Slier  ^fohamnml 
Imamzada  came  by   Iiis  martynloni   I  c«»uhl  not  ascertain. 
However,  the  water  of  the  spring,  which,  allieit  white  cnotigh 
t<»  look  at,  leaves  a  red  cleposit  not  unlike  dry  ch»ttetl  blood, 
is  s;iitl  to  Ikj  his  lilmxl,  and  is  revered  ncconlingly.     Au  ill- 
timed  fpiestion  wliether  the  water  containc^l  in»n  was  reci»ivetl 
hy  the  niHJa\rir  (resident  fjikir  in  charge)  with  contemptuous 
silence.     AVe  were  instructed  to  ajiply  our  ears  to  a   small 
oritice;  an«l  tloing  so,  could  hear  tlie  water  bubbling  lionvath 
the  erusi  of  the  curious  brittle  hoHow-sounding  dome  that  the 
spring  has  constnn  te«l  over  itself.    S»me  day  Khushk  will  be 
a  fjishionablf  spa  freipiented  by  enervateil  ]»er8on8  in  search 
of  a  tonic,  and  then  the  guardians  of  the  liiMl-milk  fountain 
will  liave  a  rise  in  the  wot  Id.     And  for  those  whose  ailments 
deniiind   a  warm   sidphur-hath,    hydro|>nthic  establishnienta 
will  be   instituted   at  Mangan   an<l   Tur-i-8haikli,   lietwecii 
Kalah-i  nan  and    this   place.     The   great   half-subtcnrancoiia 
brick  dome  or  donu'd  tank  near  the  source  of  the  Bul^diur* 
springs  at  Tur-i-Shaikh,  is  thought  by  some  to  liavo  bccu  uaixl 
in  olden  days  fur  hydropathic  treatment    Tliat  it  once 
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uiM«l  water  i^  c%*i«lriit  fnmi  Um  Mainn  no  the  Icick  Mm ; 
«inI  coiiaulcnn;:  tluit  a  cti|Hoitii  ttreim  of  frrali  vatvr  Ikms 
within  a  r|iijiri«*r  of  a  iiiilo«if  it.  itifi  impmaililr  tol«»Iie%*«lltai 
llti«  wnnii  •ti1|4iiir*watcr  wan  Morcil  fur  ilnnkins.  Tkrae  aitl* 
|ilittr**|iniif:t  wciv  tetiaiitiHl  lij  aniiio  •tiiall  Huh,  aiMl  aliio  Ujr 
mncrn^  l»lack  water* lirctlcn  with  wntKWrfitl  fnvwen  of  •livinn, 
ami  whmio  frc«pH*nt  U4t4  to  tlir  nurfaco  of  tlio  watrr  arcmrd  to 
Un\Aj  tlial  a  |ii*n«Mlii'al  ilnin|:lit  of  air  waa  caactttial  to  ikdr 
ekifttrti«'«. 

Tlie  following;  t4  a  li«l  of  mir  iiiarrliea  frma  Khttilik  to  Dak 
Mnrvltali  Kort : — 


Drr.  a.  Kliii*liktoKli»«>i  KaU»*Ur,  ...  It 

«  A   Kli«a|4  Kal«H*Ur  |i»  K(4rlMiK  13 

^  7.  KolirlMll  to  l*»I.U-i  K*rli.  .                  .  • 

^  a.  r*>l*U-i-K«rk  to  A«k«NMn,  II 

M  a.  A«ik«MMri  V*  AN-4i4ra«       .  .         .         .  la 

».  |o   An  •li^m  l«»  Tttr  t*lllijukli,                  .        .  >> 

^  II.  T«ir  iSlMnkk  lo  M«iijMm  .  .  .13 

..     II  Mmhpiii  l'»  Unk  «*C  Miin:ki>K    .        .        .        U 
^     IX  Ikftk  al  Mttrv-kal*  lA  lUU  MvrckAk  rofft, .  3 

Tt^Al Ill 

\W  f«>li<»wn|  tlic  Kliii^hk  %'allrj  «*a%t«anl  to  KliiiajJ  Kakiii- 
«br.  aii<l  llirn*  lea%itt;;  it.  lurnnl  iH>fthwaf«l  o%cr  the  K<i(al*i- 
ZiiHla-liaOiam.  a  |<nfM  iImii  «nn*ly  tn«^l  our  ranicU.  iitto  tlaa 
llaiara  cciutitrj.  Fn>iu  llir  lop  of  tlie  |«m  «r  ImmI  a  Majj- 
mficrnt  %kw  nf  all  iIm*  coumrv  nMtiHl  to  KaUh-i-iiaa,  tha 
%allej  of  tlir  Mtincluib.  Kuh-i-Narailu.  IVtiiil*i«lUI«,  4c. 
N«iftli«ard.  U'Wm  nt.  •ifrtrhni  tlir  irart  known  a«  **l'i«talikr 
nitlr«  «4  omlolatiit^  hilU  thiikljr  covemi  with  fmilarlitna. 
Tbnr  nere  Imnilrnia  «if  tlmuamU  of  thrni.  no-nuin't  pt^ifwcty 
(ttMil-i-Khntli«  tfod'a  |«o|«^t.  «ud  tha  piiilr>  Xo  i«%t«no  ia 
|«iil  for  thrai.  ami  hr  mho  hkca  pithcta  thfrnu  Tbij  jiaU 
fnuc  trwrj  •ccnod  jf«r.  I  nmlmUml.  aarli  tree  pfoil«eui|E,  to 
mm  mj  infcinnanra  eiprr^AK^i.  a  amall  MiUW-l^f  fnlL  If 
anck  \m  the  caar.  the  toul  jrtrUl  mnal  ba  t^ofwwML  A  jnalbv 
4y^  m  alao  oUataed  from  it.  I  nolioad  Ikeaa  tiwa  in  grmln* 
allj  t^wiHiiahing  nnmbctt  aa  fer  aa  and  bayoml  ffahhi 
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Tlieir  (liwp|»cnrftncc  or  rnrily  in  tlic  more  populoim  |inrt*  luii^t 
lio  nttriliutnl  t«i  tlioir  lK*in;;  out  f«ir  fin^wcKMl,  nii  article  tliat  is 
uniilcnstiitly  scanx*  lienNiUmlH.    ( >n  tlu*  KoUil-i-Ziiula-Iin»liniii 
>vcn'  a  nnniUT  of  mthor  tiiio  jiiiii|icrH.     liiiiiu^liaU*ly  bclt>w 
thr  Kt»tal.  wliidi  is  the  iMiuiidnry  U*twi*eii  the  JaiiiAhidi  iiiul 
] fa/am  toml<»ry,  hiy  eii»ctnniMl  in  winj»  little  vaK^s  two  or 
ihnv   Hazani   vilhi;:i»ft,  coniinisitl  nitmtly  uf  kkirtfukn,      Tlie 
(iiily  troo  I  noti(i'<l  in  the  .lanishiili  mnl  Hnznrn  villnp^A  vm^ 
tlio  )»<>i>lar  (jMuitfii),      It  a|»|H*sii-H  to  lie  cnltivntcHl,  luti  imli- 
^MMion<.     In  a  more  oihmi  vnUi'y  R<»mo  ei;;ht  or  nine  miles 
<lislant,  a  frw  trnls,  just  nH-oj:nisahlc  thn>u;;li  a  Helcl-<;hi5i8, 
iiKliratnl  onr  ('am)»in«{><n*<^nn(l  at  Kokehnil.     ]»nin  fell  in  the 
.  nfteriHHiu.    A  uiimKT  of  Miishwani  rntlmnft,  who  leiid  a  coin- 
biiud  )»astonil  aii<l  manufacturing  exis^tence  nmon;;  tlKv^  liill?i, 
cat  110  into  our  camp  with  coarse  caqicUs,  kkHrjiMS,  and  ttiiM* 
f//r//,N*  for  sale. 

The  next  two  inarclies,  U'twcon  Kokchail  ami  Ankamari, 
woro  full  of  diniouUios.  YoT  roails  wc  had  the  choice  <»f 
rui:L:o(l  nn  ky  ilcfilcs  and  very  stcop  <a^dicnts.  From  TatUla- 
i-KacIi  to  Aukamari  wc  followctl  three  roads:  one  throu;{h  a 
tUlilt'  alon^r  the  Wd  of  a  torrent,  taken  by  the  infantry  and 
eavah y ;  the  second  over  the  hills  to  the  ri^^ht  of  the  defile, 
allotti><l  to  the  canieN  as  pn'sontin*^'  the  easiest  ;{radients;  ami 
tlie  third,  over  the  Iiills  to  the  left,  was  assipictl  to  the  mule 
transjH.rt.  AVe  passed  a  numlK^r  of  Hazara  villa<;cs  ami  acres 
of  ihnnin^  and  the  hills  were  coveretl  with  ]>iMtachinA.  The 
lK»o|ilo  lure  store  their  grain  ami  wintor-frthler  for  their  cattle 
in  pits  ill  the  j^rouiid.  Perhaps  they  could  j^ive  us  a  wrinkle 
or  two  ahout  eiisila;4C.  (>ur  camp  was  pitched  on  a  grassy 
swanl  known  as  Sar-ichashma-i-Aukamari  (Aukamari  sprin;;), 
the  villjige,  or  rather  villa^'cs,  lioing  situated  three  or  four 
miles  lower  down  the  valley.  The  water  is  unpleasantly 
tainitMl  with  some  mineral  property.  Here  Mohammed  Klian, 
Nizam-ud-daulah,  chief  of  the  Haziiras,  attendeil  by  several 
hundred  horse,  met  Colonel  Ilidpjway  and  escorte<l  him  to 
Kalah-i-nau,  where  he  si>cnt  the  night  in  one  of  the  hihUknM 
furnishtMl  by  the  Hazaras  for  our  winter-camp.  We  saw  50 
standing  there  ready  to  Ihj  conveyed  to  BaU  Murgliab.     Not 
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a  lew  of  ot  rode  ovi;r  to  Kakh  i-iuia  on  the  tftcrnoon  of  Uio 
8ih,  ancl  oiliert  of  ut  on  the  following  day.  The  dtiUaoe  it 
alMMit  et;:lit  niiks  thnHi^h  a  very  umlulating  bit  of  conntrj. 
From  die  top  of  a  Ivini  aliont  lialf-way  we  liail  a  Apiendid 
% it*w  «if  the  KciCal-iianniist,  and  tlie  wountaint  of  the  tame 
rsin|:e  rant  and  wr«it.  Tlic  U|>|ier  nlopee  of  thin  range  on  tba 
noftliern  at«le  wrre  clad  tn  a  thick  l«*lt  of  juniper  (<trdU). 
Tlic  standanl  which  acc<»iu|«inic<l  tlio  Ntmni-nd-^laulah  waa 
•tune  fivr  tn  tix  fct*t  aqtiare,  an«l  nuMlr  <»f  uiai?ruta  tilk,  with  a 
grrrn  lionl<*r  of  tlio  mnic  material,  ami  nta;?pnta  ami  green 
fhn$:r.  It  is  kmiwn  l>y  tlic  name  of  Karmliaali  or  UlackOieml, 
fMin  tht*  Mack  tawicl  at  itn  |ieak.  Hh*  frin^  i»f  tlie  fkmjtfri. 
(■r  kachlle-cliith.  nned  l»y  tlie  Khan  ami  hit  rttinue,  waa  alao 
in%artal»ljr  of  tlie  Miiie  htira.  Sotur  mewn  tir  ri;;ht  year*  ago^ 
^\wn  tSnidckiilf  nale  (t^Hu  Italkh  t«»  Ilrmt  ri4  Kalaht^nan, 
tin*  i>rr«cnt  Klian  was  at  Kabul  with  Amir  Slirr  All — Mahmiad 
Klian.  m>w  at  Kalml  with  Amir  AUInr  lUhman,  Iving  the 
head  «if  tin*  tnlie.  Tlic  |)n*<ieiit  Khan  %»  a  man  of  frnm  loft  J 
to  fifty  yran  «»f  a;:e«  ami  of  plmtin;;  a|>praranre,  ail«lri*wi,  and 
mannm.  Hit  tf»wn  Im«  in  tlic  centre  of  a  pml  aiietl  valky, 
ami  t«  ciiii»tnict«il  mainly  of  •u»-*lri«^l  Inick.  At  tlie  head 
of  tlir  %alh*y  it  a  larye  %ilU;:r  f»f  hhil«u.  The  entire  pop 
uUtHm  of  tlic  valley  i«  nw^^ldy  cMimatcil  at  1000  fanUlieiL 
TIm*  tofia  <if  tlie  hillt  caiiniamling  the  tiiwn  are  drfrmird  hf 
mmf^n  <l«t<aMwork«>.  In  a  cliff  on  tlie  mat  tide  vi  the  val* 
Iry  are  a  numlwrof  curiout  artificial  cavea»  railed  ao  far  aboiw 
tlie  fdain  ai  U*  \m  inarrraoildc  witlioiit  a  ladiler  or  eoaae  aid 
tn  dunUn;;.  They  are  •iippowd  to  \tt  ancient  hnman  dw«ll« 
iag*^  ami  wrtv  compareil  by  one  of  Uie  natira  mikttk^  |o 
cave^wellingt  near  Jalalal^id,  known  by  the  pMkMi 
of  S^mmek, 

From  KalalM  nan  to  cmr  camp  at  An-akara  waa  a  dwtanca 
of  ahont  nine  milea  Tlie  road  ran  down  a  eontinnaliow  of  the 
KalalH-nan  raUey.  and  |«rmUal  Co  the  eunaai  thai  iowa  mmim 
the  walla  of  the  town.  In  lafct  w«  foUowwl  the  windii^  af 
tkie  atraaa  lur  two  marrhea,  enenniping  en  ila  Innka  boUi  at 
An^akarm  and  T^riiMiaikk  Aa  far  aa  I  eonld  tan.  il  ia  mif 
tJiia  the  mmhani  aula  that  If  alah  t  nan  conld  ba  altnckad 
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with  advantage.     On  every  other  Riilo  it  is  hemniod  in  hy  a 
broad  l)elt  of  intricate  undulations,  amid  which  the  \*nri(>U3 
pathways  conver«xin<^  on  the  town  wind.    The  <^dients  arc 
siiir,  and  the  defiles  many  and  narrow.     A  small  detcnninoil 
force  couhl   hold   them  a^^ainst  sui>erior   numlvrs,  an*!    an 
enemy  ipiorant  of  tlie  locality  who  sustaineil  a  defeat  in  such 
a  country  would  l>e  simi»ly  annihilatetl.     From  Au-shara  we 
wended  our  way  down  a  broadish  valley,  tcnantcil  by  Tokhis 
and  Utaks,  for  12  or  IH  miles;  then  turned  shaq>  across 
a  hi;,di  spur  into  a  ]>arallel  valley,  and  marched  five  miles 
abinj,'  it  to  Tur-i-Sliaikh.      I   have  alreaily  alluded   to  the 
sulphur-spring'  and  domed  reservoir  there.     The  latter  meas- 
ured about  55  feet  in  diameter,  70  feet  in  hci;:ht,  and  is  built 
of  kihi-dried  bricks.    On  our  march  thence  to  Manpin  we  had 
several  times  to  cross  the  stream,  and  the  Cfmse4|nent  delay 
to  the  ba;4L;age  would  have  l»een  very  «;rcat  had  not  Major 
Meiklejobu  iletacbed  small   fat i;^'ue- parties  of  his   re;;inient 
with  pickaxes,  spades,  au«l  bill-h«Miks  to  construct  a  tcmjiomry 
brid-'c.      Fortunatelv  an    abundance   (»f   tamarisk- w< km!   was 
available  on  the  banks  of  the  stream  itself,  and  so  in  less  than 
half  an  Imur  two  ron;rb  bridges  of  t a marisk-1  roughs  strewn 
with  earth    and  grass   were  ]>ut  together,  and  the  l»agj;agc- 
aninials  tiled  over  gaily  in  a  double  line.     At  Khuslik,  I  may 
mention,  we  again  bad  to  eliange  a  large  |K>rtion  of  our  trans- 
lM»rt.     It  is  extraordinary  bow  un]>opular  our  tnins|iort  ser- 
vice is  with  these  iH'o]>le,  notwithstanding  the  enonnous  hire 
tbey  obtain.     The  Janisbidis  and  the  lla/aras  were,  however, 
obliged  to  provide  camels  to  replace  those  which  wc  hnHi<*ht 
from  Anardara  and   Sabzawar,  some  450  in  all.      TliCPe  is, 
however,  one  very  gixnl  reason  why  the  camel-owners  here 
dislike  bi'ing  called  on  to  tit  us  out  with  transport.    Tliey  arc 
not  owners  of  baggage  but  of  brceiling  camels.    Tliey  own 
for  the  most  part  females,  who  are  all,  as  we  have  founti  to 
our  annoyance,  far  advancc<l  in  i»a»gnancy  at  this  season. 
Such  camels  are  quite  unlit  for  work,  and  many  of  them  have 
dropjxMl  their  young  prematurely.     A  female  camel  that  is 
once   prematurely  delivered   is  ever  afterwards  useless   for 
breeding.    All  these  things  considereil,  it  is  not  difficult  to 
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UMlcnbuMl  why  oar  Knicv  u  uiip»]wlar  with  ihera.  Every 
(iwarr  wImim  MincLt  arv  now  wilh  us,  U  conlintully  pctittnn- 
iu)*  f<ir  hi>  diMlMn^e.  Biit  tlwy  mv  ■!!  watilMl  fur  retelling 
•■tlt|>lie)L  Sntne  GOO  lire  almidy  nmlvr  onlcn  UtgnoK  aliarp 
Mwl  l«itiit  in  wo»(|,  UnoM.  ;:rain,  awl  other  Mtirle*  nt  (noil- 
>tt|>|Jy  urgently  ticr>lc<L  We  are  vtrry  hant  up  f<*  woml 
Wrilini:  mi  wiwk*  a^-n  I  pxpmwil  my  dotilita  ol  tlw  truth 
of  tlie  rqairt  tiMl  tlw  IkfiirvliaU  talley  wu  wwatlcaa.  U  it, 
bowevi-r,  a  fact.  Titcre  n  not  n  uick,  or  ■  l-it  of  amib  «\-en 
— nmliin;;  Init  t<>n;;  f;nuM,  in  whirh  tite  |i)tMaanta  lie.  The 
Tirlnml-i-Turkiatan  «p|i«an  in  iIm  diitattr«  to  Iw  apinely 
m-er^n>wn  with  trrea. 

llao;,^^  ii  nM-rvly  u  open  aiMr*  anHm;;  ttte  liilh  witence  a 
want)  •ul|iliaT-«priiis  iwtivw.  We  ilnnk  it*  watrr  /fit  ilf 
mirmr.  Ihi  a  hill  ItnnI  )■)  arp  (lie  imlialinct  tmcva  of  an  iM 
htt,  a*  wril  a<  a  unml  nii'l  ntwrtrry.  It  i«  rviilrnllr  a  Rrrat 
|>Urv  fiir  tl»r|>lifnU  ami  (Itt-ir  llmrk*.  Fruiu  Mnnt,i>n  to  tlie 
)<anki  <>f  i1m>  k|iif;;lM)i  *v  Im<I  a  pbin  ca*y-pnin|t  mnit  In 
fnlhiw.  Sanlar  Khrr  Alnttnl  Kluin  lutil  licm  ivnt  on  tha 
|itvvina*  <lay  t»  arlcct  ami  niark  <Hit  (lie  font,  a  iluiy  whirh 
hr  MluiinMy  rarrie<l  out.  TIm  water  wan  fully  tlircr  f<rrt 
(k-rp.  ami  lhnu;:h  the  cluinnel  wa*  m-l  M  yartl*  in  limtdtlt,  tlw 
mrrmt  waa  tery  ni|>iil.  ( 'onotjm^ily  arveni  mmct*.  mrrr- 
in;:,  a^  titry  iIhI.  arrnaa  (Ih-  mimu  a  native  fulhiwer  or  wpoy 
a«  wpll  a*  a  l««il.  (dl  ilmvn.  au<l  only  lite  praiiMworthy  cier- 
l»iaia  nt  lite  Janiahiili  aixl  llaiata  anwar*.  witn  leal  antl  tniilM 
acmaalhe  Mrin;;«nf  ranH-l*.  ^nMnlnl  the  liiwer  aiila  of  tlie  font, 
awl  rrarwxl  the  imUK-rar-l  hwU,  ptwentnl  further  acctilonta. 
Tlw  IrH  nunela  beuaA  In  rma  almnt  niil-day,  antl  when  tho 
ahaibw  '4  nicht  (ell,  a  pnnii«  of  the  RWrre  UfSMce  was  itiU 
an  the  left  lank.  It  rmneal  early  the  toUowinR  mnrainj;,  at 
•n«  aa  Ihe  irnial  ray*  nf  the  enn  had  aomtwhet  tttaaipatMl 
the  rhilb  of  nijfhL  Early  nn  the  ISih.  Captain  Vai«  and 
Liaatenant  Wrijcht  «arte<l  Inr  the  Oeneral'a  tmmp  bmt  lb* 
f<«t,  awl  by  the  time  the  nuin  Inly  arrinal,  cMr  new  canp 
wu  RMrkod  ovt  awl  mdy  to  tw  ocnpieiL  It  i*  tnly  qwU 
a  Modal  amf.  the  itreeU  are  ao  liMntifnlly  MMOth  and  w«U 
kept.  Mid  Ihe  limm  of  t«M-pap  are  uiply  witheM  •  taw. 
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Kuclid  himself  could  not  linvc  worked  the  whole  thin^  out 
with  p-enter  nmtlieinaticnl  precision.  I  cannot  say  that  the 
conihiiiation  of  kibitkoH  and  canvas  is  an  improvement.  I 
prefer  i>urc  canvas — if  our  earth-begrime<l  tents  (I  l»cg  to 
except  the  noMe  mansions  of  Sir  Peter  Lumsden  ami  all  tlie 
senior  officers  of  tlie  Mission,  whicli  have,  except  at  Kuhsan, 
been  now  pitclicil  for  tlie  first  time)  merit  the  term  ••  pure." 
Captain  Cotton,  20th  Panjab  Infantry,  has  been  apiiointcd 
provost -nmr5«hal,  and  lie  has  his  work  cut  out  for  him. 
However,  liaving  conducted  the  Commission  into  its  winter- 
qnartcrs  safe  and  sound,  it  is  time  to  stop.  Time  enough 
l>efore  mc  to  descrilie  our  life  in  winter-quarters,  since  we 
shall  be  here  six  weeks  or  even  longer. 
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CHAPTER    VII. 

IN  out  WIXT1B-QCAKTBII8. 

lUu  MrMHABi  Htk  Atr« 

It  it  liot  Um  neltUHii  Ihut  tlic  Kii;:lifilitiifitt*ii  iiksni  CliriMtiia«  te 
rmlijie«l:  tlio  (lirifliiiiu  Uy  tlic  ruMy  bUiin;;  lMmie*lin*3«ttle, 
•inim;;  tltn^*  tluit  Arc  m^rtwi  aiid  (Icnrcnl,  uiiiuarretl  Uy  Um 
Att<i|iicHiii  i»f  a  mnrtm  nr  carr,  an<l  mtckuMleil  by  tlie  aIumIo  of 
mvj,  luitc.  ctr  iltfaniat ;  tlir  CliriMtim*  of  imrc  glialctiitt);  ftttow 
hihI  «|jirk  tniit4|<in*iit  ice  on  ii  (ttmiy  liitt  ftunlii  diijr.of  bcAuii* 
f«l  holly  with  iu  cbccrjr  rv«l  lurfric*  ami  cxqttiiiit^  varirpileil 
)r«vii»— Utc  wrniu  amy  Imtikfaiit-ruoiii.  with  iU  iiitrrclnuii^B  of 
fntinlly  ]»rr«etitii  aihI  kiti«lly  ;:nTlini:«  aimI  wtiilic*— ilie  ehvrch 
ami  tlio  i4tl  faiiiiltar  pew  with  Minij  divcrcvi  cnim^Ni  cnitaiM. 
the  ivy  Ami  lnJly  prt  pilkn  ami  Arrltca,  iho  Altar  cti«oaiireil 
in  A  framcwiirk  c»f  mu]tic«i|oiir»i|  lexta  cmlnvimctl  in  ever* 
fprtvtm  ami  c\*vrlaiUtig«  (I  fam  oirrr  Um  itkwaani  hoitn  ol 
litflil  toil  ami  coii;:cnial  lalmir.  |icn*aik<il  liy  anch  tailtl  oiWir 
of  iifUUmt  aa  becooiet  Uia  plaeo  ami  the  peo|4e  of  wboae 
liamliw«ck  theae  ifecofatiooa  ate  the  fniit) ;  ami  laaC  mit  kaal, 
the  Chrialmaa  ilinm^  in  a  anni;  cUnin|{*rooni«  wrll  Ut  ami 
with  cnftaina  drawn,  ami  a  lii|{  bi^ire— the  turkey,  the  airMn, 
the  aUnee*piea  ami  the  lery  plnm*pmMing.  ami  a  glaae  or  two 
of  ipiod  port  *  to  keep  a'  down,** — ami  all  thta  e^)oyed  wteh 
the  appetite  bc|{oCten  of  a  good  af lemoon'a  akating  or  walkii^ 
ami  a  ine  (roaty  air. 

We  toa^  9m  the  llnrghah,  hare,  however,  been  trying  to 
ei^  Ufi  and  Chrielniai  in  onr  own  way— individnally  and 
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collectively.  "With  individual  iiMxlos  of  enjoyment  it  is  not 
my  province  to  deal,  but  of  the  collective  I  niny  be  allowctl 
to  say  a  wonl.  This  is  the  first  time,  I  ween,  that  Cliristnias 
in*ectini:s  have  been  interchanged  and  the  health  of  our  Queen 
and  of  absent  friends  has  been  drunk  within  sound  of  tlie 
nishinf?  Murghab  waters.  Ivy  and  liolly  we  had  none,  but 
thanks  to  the  thonghtfulness  of  General  Lumsdcn,  we  had 
junii>or  from  the  Tirband-i-TurkisUin.  Nor  can  a  tent  with 
a  tcm|X)rary  fireplace  that  ol»stinatcly  refuses  to  emit  its 
smoke  rid  the  chimney,  be  held  to  l)e  a  satisfactory  substitute 
for  walls  of  brick  and  stone  and  a  snug  genial  fireside.  Divine 
service  under  tiie  floral  and  artificial  designs  of  a  Jnbbulpore 
single-i>o]ed  tent,  instead  of  the  grand  architecture,  half  veiled 
in  a  dress  if  not  natimd  at  least  liorroweil  from'  Nature,  of 
our  nld  Knglish  churches,  liereft  of  tlie  grand,  elevating,  almost 
awe-inspiring  tones  of  n  tine  organ,  and  the  blende<l  notes  of  a 
l»erfect  clioir  singing  through  the  aisles  and  re-ei*hoing  from 
tlie  gntined  rcM)f,  ]>erformed  nut  in  tliedim  soft  light  shetl  fn>ni 
windows  of  old  stained  glass,  but  in  a  dull  glare  flittering 
through  Indian  dtxvs — such  a  «i*rvioo  is  but  a  liare  reality 
robhcMl  of  all  its  charms.  Snow  and  ii*e  we  had  none,  though 
We  ]\iu\  all  l<M)ked  f«>rward  to  a  very  severe  winter.  Imleeil 
we  have  every  reas(»n  to  thank  tlie  elements  for  their  c«m- 
si«lc'rale  treatment  of  us.  The  natives  ginicrally  agree  that 
tliis  is  so  far  an  excepti(»nully  mihl  winter.  Although  wo 
have  had  fn»m  ten  to  lifteen  d(»grei»s  of  frost  at  night,  nntl 
some  clays  have  been  cloudy,  chilly,  and  hiwering,  hitherto  no 
snow  has  fallen  in  the  valleys,  and  rain  (»nly  in  slight  showeri. 
Indeed  for  the  last  week  the  days  have,  Ikhju  bright  and  sininy 
and  the  atmosph<Te  clear,  while  at  nights  the  stars  luivc  b«»n 
seen  twinkling  witli  a  vivacity  characteristic  of  a  frosty  night 
in  Knglaud.  It  would  seem  as  if  Nature  had  vowe<I  tliat, 
whatever  th(>  general  disadvantages  of  a  (liristmas  sfipnt  in 
r»adkis  might  U*,  the  weather  at  least  should  not  help  to  aggra- 
vate them.  So  the  sun  shone  out  right  merrily  on  ChristmM 
niorn  ;  and  in  tho  afternoon,  in  default  of  ice  to  skato  or  slide 
on,  some  of  us  went  out  shooting  and  brought  in  a  miscella- 
neous l)ag  of  pheasant,  duck,  teal,  bxuik,  quail,  and  an  owl 
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hr  the  Mlvmncenwnt  of  uMinl  hutorj.  And  tt  lUoMr, 
U  tiM  turkejr  wu  oon*i>icuout  hy  iu  «t«MMa  »nd  tlw  tir- 
loin  wu  UMjih  Mtd  UatelcM.  w«  Imd  an  escellent  haunch  of 
rcnuon  ami  |4ieaaant  pikm  fnr  llw  trouble  of  itinotinfi,  a&d 
BO  ex|ienao«  (or  jueecn-iiii;  (n  luxury  not  often  obtJunaUe  *( 
hotue);  ami  as  for  the  ptuni-|iu(l)lins,  «iik-h  had  come  all  tba 
vajr  (nxn  Tclwran,  and  f»r  mm  and  tjualitjr  ofjoalled  any  I 
t\*r  Mw,  it  waa  ijuita  irreproachable.  Nor  waa  the  port  wine 
<»<,  it  ia  tnie,  of  tiM  "  old  cnuly,"  tmt  of  the  "  well-eltaken- 
brfurc-Uken  '  typo)  wanting  in  which  to  drink  to  oar  Qmbm 
and  our  farntway  fricnda,  wito,  we  doubt  not,  a  few  hoort 
later,  when  oar  hea<la  were  rcpoaing  nnconiciaitily  on  «ar 
pillnwa,  rrtumcd  ne_the  oomplimenL  And  let  me  not  fotgiA 
t»  B>enti«i  the  ileliciovs  anpw-craMtr*!  cake*,  coapoundeil, 
hakeal.  ami  turned  oat  Iiy  (ho  Coaimiaiarial,  that  ilepattinent 
whW-h  from  ihe  day  we  Krst  mat  tnprther  al  Itindii  np  till 
now  haa  Iwcn  the  '  Whitely  '  uf  lite  Couimiaakm.  And  may 
it  and  iu  rhicf  ci«Unae  to  be  ao  to  lite  end ! 

We  cnald  not  bat  ffgni  that  oar  [«rty  on  ClirutmaaHlay 
wai  not  luite  cimplele,  aa  Captaina  Maitland  ami  (^ote  aad 
Ljeait-nant  llie  llimnnnble  M.  V;  Tallmt  were  oliliued  by  the 
eiijjracMa  of  duly  to  be  abarnL  llnwenr.  Chriatmaa  cheer 
(voMa  erery  year  (more  or  kaaX  wltcfeaa  it  ia  not  every  ilay 
tliat  one  can  aer^-e  up  b>  the  wiirld  ot  tAttimgj  and  acience  a 
neat  little  alice  of  ttte  earth '•  face  trimmed  and  dreMted  and 
aeatly  diahnl,  with  a  loag  ami  leamrd  rF)iort  by  way  of  hmk 
Cflnseiiaenlly  they  have  kept  their  own  little  Oiriatnaa  aoM*- 
where  abuat  KaUh-i>naa.  Cajitain  (irieaWh  r^iined  na  cm 
the  3IA.  awl  CapUin  I'eacocke  on  Ihe  33d.  Of  their  wandar* 
iaea  1  wdl  apeak  mwe  in  detail  liereafler.  When  I  haw 
dmll  with  the  bcad<emli«  of  ibe  Cotamiaioa  il  wiU  ba  tiaM 
eaeoj^h  to  follow  np  the  twlii.  0«r  camp  occapiea  a  lairiy 
OHrtnl  pMkkm  in  that  eeetioa  of  the  Uarvhab  valley  vkiUa 
Ih—lrrw.  The  leaflh  of  thia  aectMMi  ia  aboat  aixtaen  oule^ 
aad  the  wiihh  truta  three  to  loar.  Itown  the  cratre  winda 
the  Uatghah.  a  rapid  atraam  lorty  or  ifiy  yards  in  Uoadth.  at 
iba  lords  not  aballower  than  three  feet,  aad  ia  naay  plaoaa 
I  U  ba  tU 
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liaunt  of  tlmt  prey  for  which  tlic  niij;lcr  ycarna.  As  yd, 
stran^ijc  to  say,  those  nnionj:  us  who  nro  keen  votaries  of  tlie 
piscatorial  art  have  not  dcenictl  it  worth  while  to  cast  a  fly  or 
]»ait  a  hook,  ami  yet  it  i«  said  that  the  monsters  of  the  Mur- 
;,'liah  arc  a  foe  not  lijchtly  to  be  tnckleiL  Occasionally  soine 
Izaak  Walton  of  the  Af;:han  parriimn  in  tlie  fort  inay  lie  nevn 
intently  watching'  a  stick  and  line.  Close  to  the  right  bank 
of  this  river  is  sitnatc<l  our  camp.  Follow  this  lank  (it  makes 
a  wide  l)cnd  to  the  east  lietween  the  fort  and  our  camp)  fur 
half  a  mile,  and  you  will  tind  yourself  at  wliat  was  once  tlie 
inniii  ^'ntc  of  the  fort.  Ihit  now  lioth  the  ^te  and  stoat  wall 
thmii^h  which  it  was  once  the  only  h*;^timate  means  of  in«pness 
and  ej,'ress,  are  fallen  from  their  once  hi;;h  estate,  and  not 
Ifeiinis  leapt  more  easily  over  the  nascent  walls  of  Uome  tlian 
any  r'uemy  mi^ht  ski])  over  the  cflete  outer  defences  of  llala 
Mur^^hab.  This  outer  wall  and  ditch  formerly  stretclied  right 
across  tlie  neck  of  the  peninsula  on  which  the  town  and  cita- 
<lcl  were,  or  rather  are,  situated.  This  peninsula  is  formed  by 
a  westward  lK>nd  of  the  river,  which  with  its  precipitous  l>anks 
]>rotects  the  jdacc  to  the  south,  wcsi,  and  north.  Only  ti»  tlic 
oast  were  strong  defensive  works  nixtissary.  At  tlie  southern 
extremity  of  tlie  eastern  wall  the  river  was  once  bridged.  Of 
that  bridge  tlie  tracers  are  now  but  faint.  Tlic  citadel  lias  liecn 
entirely  rebuilt  within  the  last  two  years.  It  stands  on  a 
bi^^liisli  mound,  wlicthcr  natural  or  artiHcinl,  ami  its  nortlicni 
fjicc,  in  whicli  is  the  gale,  rests  on  the  river.  Around  it  are 
.scatlere<l  hovels  of  mnd  in  which  are  quartoretl  tlie  garrison. 
This  consists  at  ])re8ent  (most  of  the  troops  lieing  at  Panj«leh) 
of  four  guns  oi  a  battery  and  a  ])ortioii  of  a  Kabuli  rrgiment 
4»f  infantry.  Tliere  is  also  acconnnodatioii  for  troo|)s  inside  tlie 
citadel,  wliere  the  CJovernor  of  Herat,  Kaxi  Saad-ud-<lin,  ami 
(icncral  (Ihaus-ud-din  are,  or  recently  were,  residing.  I  doubt 
if  the  walls  would  long  stand  artillery-fire.  Tlie  lie  of  tlie 
valley  here  is  approximately  from  south-east  to  north-west. 
S)me  seven  miles  south-east  of  llala  Murglmb  Fort  Uie  river 
emerges  from  a  narrow  defile,  ten  or  twelve  miles  in  lengtli. 
cutting  the  Tirband-i-Turkistan  range;  and  some  eight  miles 
north-west  of  the  same  fort,  the  valley,  bending  westward,  places 
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>  limit  on  tiM  nnsfl  if  \-iwnii  in  that  (liraction.  Thia  nllej: 
i%  UhiimId)  on  citlier  ihIc  hy  hi;;li  >ntl  »t«cp  niKliiUting  bills 
rot-vml  with  emm-  A  nmntli  nr  mx  wcekt  later,  it  b  «til, 
iIkim  liilU  will  lie  a  lovely  oiqvt  of  rmcuMi.  TIte  Imlba  cw 
tainlf  alnaixl,  ami  alrawty  Mime  of  im,  wIm  Imvo  ttrmig  horli- 
rHltvnU  procliviiioa,  liave  1ir;nin  to  )ilant  IIkoi  out  in  etaptj 
wine-csMa.  RRahlkm  of  tlw  iiniUliilitjr  that  m  titejr  nn  bod 
awl  librntn  tlie  ComniiiwKm  majr  liarv  (tnirlc  cmu|>  and  ba 
•callrml  nlon^  llw  (mnlMr  o(  titc  tutiirr.  Hownvtr.  hantan 
iMlim— «\'rii  with  olil  iiiaitl*  ami  IvtrMnn — Itaa  a  cnniqt 
f'lr  •mnrtliiii;:  In  romllv  nm)  Icml.  Olil  luaiih  Imv«  tltfir  caia; 
■imI  ohl  InHwInr* — wvll.  iIh-jt  iMve  ilmircmcnar*.  TIm  senilf 
i>lc>|<iii^  I^Ditnl  lii-twnii  lite  ItilU  niul  river  on  cillwr  ai<la, 
var^  MIS  tfttn  <hm  ami  n  lialt  to  two  mile*  iu  bruflth,  i«  kImmM 
rntirvly  umltr  rullivatton.  |n«t  nr  |irr4cu(,  ami  Mmlilol  with 
iilU;.-r*  <>t  tiMl-it.  Vjit  •>(  llic  riviT  llw  ■etllrnwiit*  are 
iiHHily.  it  n<<  riitin'lr,  llnne  <•(  ilio  Finijtktilii* ;  wliil«  wcat  n( 
it  arv  tlic  ■law^liiilik,  with  a  ii]irinl(liiiu  of  Hannw. 

Tltcn  i%  liulr  or  iMilliin;;  Wrr  tn  |pra|it  u*  (o  Ifave  cmm|>- 
lintitH  pxcr|i|  f<«  li(->  Of  miiall  ;^iite  *lt<«>ttii|;.  Tlic  party,  nni- 
■iMiii;;  <■(  <  Iriirral  Ijinuikn.  Major  lli>t>lii-li,  Captain*  Ihiniwl, 
Yalr.  Itiim>ir,  ami  IIhiiIi.  aixl  Mr  Mrrk.  wito  wviit  'oit  on  tlw 
2iil  !■•  hIhii*  Wa  «»»•<■  on  tlH-  Tirlvtml-i-TiirkiMnn.  n-tnmril  on 
llw  JItli  with  iwrnly-fonr  IhimI  of  iU-x  am)  mriftt.  To  um 
tlir  |-illiy  atiit  ca|>nrMive  wiinl*  of  ■  |ianiri|aitor  in  tli«  linni, 
ihrar  animaU  w«rr  "ninnin;;  aUnii  liko  raUiiia."  Th« 
tpnttauien  wrn  rantjeil  al-m^'  tlip  loji  of  ■  lii^h  cliff,  a|>  whirli 
the  gamr  wai  ilntm  hy  n  kxi;;  Iiim-  of  Imilrra.  The  amiuing 
{■rt  of  tite  thins  "t**  1I>"I  the  iMilrra.  witn  all  hail  ipina, 
liUanl  away  at  tlxt  uainc  to  tlirir  iMwrta'  cntilrat.  How  muij 
bMtl  nf  piNM7  wrrp  kilKil  in  all  it  ia  iw|i)iwili|«  tn  vy.  Aiwrnu 
the  twmiy-four  aUivr  uratioacil  wvrv  aennl  tin«  haa<b. 
■NM  at  which  will  1:0  in  pnrkh  tlw  IrrMvrva  of  nataral  biMiw^. 
Tlie  irmt  place  (or  i-Ikmnui*  ia  M«r  Kanwulkhana,  aota* 
t«i  miIm  ilown  the  n\tT.  A  very  \tnt  coran-,  bowewr.  «u 
•liKiitfTcil  withta  fete  niilra  of  ramp,  whm.  in  Mkbtioa  M 
pbB^'aal.  aaii^,  and  a  f«w  gcxae,  dvck  and  tanl,  and  eran  am 
oiU  ^mJ.  any  b*  bna*d.     Ii  ia.  bvwwmr.  pnUy  wvU  pUjrsd 
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out  by  this  time.    The  same  place  is  a  favourite  rcwnt  for 
pi^',  ami  in  a  few  days  we  hope  to  make  up  a  party  atul  get  a 
"ood  run  out  of  the  bristly  denizens  of  its  reed-lietls.    Another 
ganio-birtl  occasionally  seen  aliout  here  is  the  obara  or  trfur  (a 
siKJcies  (»f  bustanl).     Among  the  rocky  clilTs  of  the  Tirlmnd-i- 
Turkistau  chikore  simply  swann,  but  to  shoot  them  is  another 
thin;:.     Kiding  liere  is  no  pleasure,  the  country  is  so  cut  up 
by  ditches, canals, inundated  patches, plougheil  fields; and  then 
there  is  nothing  whatever  to  make  riding  attractive,  no  lieauty 
of  scenery,  indeed  nothing  to  see  at  all.     A  cluster  of  kibiikns 
once  socn  is  seen  for  ever ;  the  Jamshidi  )ieasant  is  not  tlie 
sort  of  fellow  one  cannot  see  too  much  of,  and  his  wife  ami 
daughter  liave  ncitlier  tliat  U»auty  of  feature  and  fonu,  nor 
that  coquettish  i'U»gance  of  attire,  which  tinils  favour  in  the  eyes 
of  the  stronger  sex.     I  have  lK»fore  remarkeil  that  tlie  Turko- 
man and  Chahar  Ainiak  womon  are  not  veiled,  although  on  the 
near  apjjroach  of  so  strange  a* phenomenon  as  a  Itritisher  they 
i»p])arcutly  deem  it  discreet  and  wise  to  half  siTeen  their  loveli- 
ness Ijc'liind  a  corner  of  their  liead-goar,  in  a  manner  sugges- 
tive of  •'  ]Mv,  and  seek  "  or  "  iHXijMih."     Then  there  is  not  a 
,  tree  or  shrub  anywhere,  and  the  crops  are  still  in  emlir}'o;  so 
vnii  will  easily  understand  that  we  seek  our  annisements  more 
in  camp  than  out  of  it.     It  is  oidy  tlie  i»lheers  of  the  Sur\*cy 
and  Intelligence  departments  whom  duty  calls  out  of  camp. 
The  rest  of  us  are  detained  in  camp  by  duty,  except  our 
zealous  and  energetic  pit »vost- marshal,  who  hovers  on  the 
outskirts. 

Now  to  see  what  sort  of  camp  it  is  in  which  we  can  amuse 
ourselves.  Let  us  take  a  binl's-eve  view  of  it.  You  see  the 
liag-staff  antl  the  liritisli  ensign  in  the  centre,  whence  four 
roails  radiate  north,  south,  east,  antl  west.  The  tents  that 
line  With  si«les  of  the  road  running  north  and  south  are 
those  of  the  olHcers  of  the  C'omnii.s.sion.  West  of  this  r<»ad 
vmu  me  a  mixture  of  tents  and  kihithm,  ami  rows  of  hordes 
and  jMiiiies.  Those  are  the  cavalry  lines,  and  <m  their  left 
Hank  are  our  two  lawn-tennis  courts,  not  exactly  as  Hat  as 
a  billianl-table.  The  road  running  east  and  west  bisects  the 
cavalry  lines,  and  severs  the  infantry  from  the  conuuissariat 
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attil  hotpiub;  in  nhoit,  th«  inhntry  occupy  Uie  Borth<«Ml 
quarter,  and  the  cnmrniMiuriat  ami  UospiuU  tHe  acMtth-faal. 
Tlieiie  are  the  general  featurea.  Do  ytm  tee  that  big  ainglo> 
{iolnl  tent  touth-eaiit  of  tlie  flag-eUlTf  Tliat  U  the  Com- 
uiMoner's  tent,  ami,  at  it  thoukl  be,  the  lai^eit  In  bet 
joQ  may  very  well  gauge  the  rank  and  importance  of  each  of 
na  bj  the  ntze  of  onr  tenta,  exceiit  in  one  or  two  caaea  wheiv 
a  lo\*e  (4  Mmplicttj  or  a  ienae  of  anngneta  haa  outweighed 
the  claims  of  priile  ami  dignity.  Next  look  at  tlie  lag 
doubled -pokil  lent,  linkc«i  to  a  aingle-poleil ;  tliat  ia  the 
mcAt — llie  ffinncr  the  dining,  tlie  latter  the  ante-roow.  We 
l«eakfaflt  at  9,  and  dine  at  6.30;  and  aome  fellows  with 
enviable  digesticmii  Innch  in  lietween.  Till  very  recently 
we  had,  to  all  iutenta  ami  purposes,  no  Knglish  papers  or 
|irrt(«licalii.  Tlie  fact  is,  tliey  were  aent  rid  Huidiirs,  Teheran, 
ami  Masliliad,  ami  took  tlirre  months  in  reaching  na.  It  ia 
cHily  the  but  two  mails  tliat  have  brmight  ns  the  English 
papers  np  to  17lh  ami  22d  November.  In  tlie  meantime 
week*  and  weeks  of  the  prodncta  «if  tlie  Knglisli  daily, 
weekly,  ainl  monthly  preaa  are  careering  al«»ng  tlie  high* 
mmls  cif  iVnia,  and  will  rracli  us  about  the  time  we  leave 
thi<  ami  tirc«i  waste*pa|ier  for  |iarking.  So  tlieyll  come  in 
tttrful  after  all,  if  nitlR*r  dear  at  llie  |>rtce.  It  is  |4easant 
*mc9  mofv  lo  look  cm  tlie  familiar  covers  of  *  lUackwoml  *  ami 
the  'Nineteenth  Century,'  the  'Fortnightly'  and  tlie  'Con- 
lewporary.'  You  see  we  only  patronise  tlie  higher  lltghta  of 
Uterary  eHort.  None  ol  your  Sidety  monthliea  fur  those 
who  are  about  to  say  unto  Itussaa, "  Thus  far,  and  no  farther,* 
and  who  are  to  mark  an  era — an  important  era-^n  the 
history  of  the  Central  Asian  question.  Our  msas  tablee 
groan  not  l«neath  the  wetglit  «if  the  scandal  or  guasip  kmng 
pages  of  •  Tmth,'  the  '  Worbi;  and  *  Vanity  Fair/  And  aa  for 
onr  dmira,  they  would,  I  verily  l«lieve,  eollapaa  at  the  v^rrjr 
eight  of  such  ruldiiah.  You  never  saw  such  chairs.  I  hear 
they  ars  the  outcome  of  jail-Ubour.  Verily,  if  they  ars,  the 
(•oramment  nrcd  have  no  fear  that  jatl«indu8triea  will  tn« 
larlm  with  independent  enterpriaa.  Ko  one  would  ever 
iviea  tvuuUe  the  jail  that  made  auek  chairs.    One  oAear  ef 
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rntlicr  portly  dimensions  lins  bronght  to  ruin  no  less  than 
tive  of  these  delusive  seats;  ftnd  the  writer,  wlio  may  lie 
classed  as  a  middle-weight,  has  twice  measured  his  length 
on  the  lloor.  These  chairs  have  but  one  g«)Ocl  feature — 
viz.,  that  they  are  adniirahlc  promoters  of  merriment;  they 
cidlape  so  suddenly,  and  yet  so  harmlessly;  they  are  the 
most  perfect  of  practical  jokers — they  pro<lucc  unfailing; 
merriment,  and  inflict  neither  iKHlily  nor  mental  hurt  We 
have  one  or  two  <ither  jokers,  equally  incorrigible,  in  our 
mess ;  not  practical,  however,  but  verlml.  In  fact,  so  free  at 
tiiiK's  is  the  flow  of  puns  and  jokes,  that  it  has  been  often 
sii^'l^osted  that  a  collection  of  them  should  lie  made  and 
styled  the  "A.  K  C.  book  of  jokes."  However,  the  most 
prolific  i>eri>etrator  of  these  jnu*  (Vc^prit — and  marvellous 
indocil  are  some  of  them— declines  finnly  to  assist  in  per- 
l>cluatinj4  them.  See  now  how  good  oomcth  of  cviL  A 
treacherous  chair  and  a  terrible  pun  are  distinctly  evils,  are 
they  not  ?  And  yet  sup|>osing  you  are  a  bit  down  in  your 
hick,  and  you  are  sitting  silent  over  your  rc)iast  with  an 
expression  that  recalls  to  your  neighliours  that  line  of 
Horace — 

"  Post  c< I II item  WMlct  atra  cum," 

suddenly — crash,  an<l  opposite  you  aliovc  the  convivial  boanl 
peers  the  visage,  half  vexe<l,  half  amuse<l,  of  the  latest  victim 
<»f  our  jail-lHirn-and-hretl  chairs,  while  i)cals  of  laughter  fn>m 
the  nffirirw  shake  the  very  tent-side-s.  Or  suddenly  A's  or 
IVs  latest  atrcK?ity  bursts  on  the  astonished  cars  of  the 
asscmhled  autlience,  and  elicits  rounds  of  good-natured,  if 
somewhat  ironical,  merriment  and  applause.  And  of  course 
you  join  in  antl  lnu;:h  too,  nnd  at  the  sound  of  a  hearty 
gullaw  away  Hies  dull  care  to  seek  refuge  on  some  otlier 
shoulders.  So  springeth  gtHxl  out  of  evil.  Ami  yet  what 
sajiient  tongue  is  it  that  hath  said,  "Thou  shalt  not  do  evil 
that  goo<l  may  come  thereof"?  Fortunately,  perhaps  jail- 
birds and  punsters  think  otherwise. 

It  is  a  i>leasant  life  here,  because  it  is  a  life  of  work— a  li^e 
in  which  there  is  no  occasion,  as  in  cantonment  at  times,  to 
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MNnunr.  "  How  the  ilencc  am  I  to  set  ihronfth  thii  infmwl 
Vn-j  ilnjr  i '  We  are  nnt  earlj  UnU.  We  hat-e  had  cnoofth 
of  oix-kcrnw-rojnit  ainra  l«t  Scptenilwr.  Few  of  u  now  boir 
HmlU  iJajeil  bj  tlie  ilninu  jiniI  ntrvnitu  nf  iIm  30tli  ISiiuab 
Inhnlrf.  If  one  dne*  iMppen  lo  *wake  Ju  lime  ami  limr  Um 
Mran^^e  enlJvenii^;  atniiii  limkin;;  in  npnii  llw  (lorkncM  o( 
nifdtt.  one  wnmlen  >t  fint,  wlint  w  tliis  f  Can  •njr  trirolou 
iiMit-ft  ibn  In  *n  infriiipi  the  •'4min  ilwtilr  o(  IhU  cunp 
■•  In  dance  ami  niakr  mt-ny  in  the  Muall  iKwn  of  llw  mum  f 
AihI  then  you  miiciiilvr  vImI  it  u.  atnl  lia|>i>]r  in  ilie  know- 
ViVje  that  fou  i-an  >l«cp  iuvpral  iHMin  ronn-.  ym  drink  in  (be 
nM-l<iiliH«u  •••umK  ami  a*  tl»e  iMt  iK>le  »l  tlw  pipe  anal  lap 
nf  ilie  drum  dira  away,  ynn  aink  •aire  im<re  into  toinnalent 
■•(■livinn,  nnlit  yoar  M-nanl  ent<*n  tn  anmianoo  tliat  'tha  bot 
waier  i*  rrail}-,  ami  llie  Imaklaat-hujile  <rill  amiml  verjr  aona." 
iNtrins  tlie  Amy  each  irnhvalnal  i«  aocii|iir<l  with  hia  own 
dalie«  ami  ditrninn*.  lUit  al  dinner  all  nicvl ;  awl  after 
dinuer  tlvre  '\i  whirt  ami  iVarf/,  &t..  !<«  tlKM  who  llln 
piiuca  of  cnmliinctl  *kdl  ami  clMnce,  ami  a  wiile  liekl  ol 
rarmit  lileratuie  fnr  tiMne  wlm,  after  a  puid  iioare  lacAl. 
|if>rfer  In  Mnrk  llieir  )itaii»  with  r\im  kmiwlnl^e  lather 
than  exrrri»e  ilie  knoa l»il;.f  i>rc\ inunlv  attK-kFiL 

r»r  li.i-t  »ia>.BAa.  V  J——f% 
We  iMie  patanl  thmu;;h  I'liriMtna*  wn-k.  ami  tltcre  ia  %m 
■urkt^l  inctmtc  '4  tl>e  uiintlvr*  nu  tlie  ■ick-liat:  I  meaa, «( 
ciwr**'.  aBMiMK  tite  Driiiah.  •«  aa  I  ■ImmiIiI  rallier  af,  with  dtM 
rr;:aT>l  In  prrriunn,  the  Eam|ican  nteiiilirra  of  tlw  C'ntMait- 
•««.  Ihit  ctm  in  nain;;  tliat  term  I  fNil  to  be  •nlBcieBlIf 
naMpeeltrasire.  *rctn|;  that  nne  (if  our  nunilier,  who  almwtl  ■ 
trrr  jaW  appterialinn  f<>r  tl>r  tmlit»<iiial  Mrl>itii  and  pins- 
pwl-hnjL  oanee  nf  ntienlal  liacase.  Indeed  wa  an  all  a 
MN;n*Url]r.  I  Mi^ht  alu»t»l  aaj  a  drtenninnlly,  Iwallbj  In( ; 
ami  wliat  b  Mid  of  tltr  oAmvt*  ia  rt|aatlf  tne  nf  the  men. 
When  I  ioiik  )«ck  im  llw  Ati:lwn  rampai|ni.  ami  tlw  alwiwl 
ap|allinc  n^irUlitjr  that  deciuiaieil  antae,  «|wctaU7  llritiali 
rrginwto.  ami  ihen  cumpare  it  with  the  alnMMt  unl«MtclMii| 
titalil)  «if  thia  C'wnmi«on.  the  natniml  aH|waiif  to  to  lnc« 
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llie  eflbct  Kack  to  the  cause  Ami  what  is  tlie  cause  ?  It  is 
not  the  cHumto  nor  tlie  nhscncc  of  toil  and  hanlship;  on  the 
contrary,  the  thcnnonictric  and  hnronietric  variations  were 
exccj)tional,  and  the  strain — Ikj  it  mental  or  physical— on  the 
cniwcitics  of  all,  no  li«,dit  one.  To  attrihute  it  to  ••luck," 
were  to  take  refuj,'c  in  a  suhterfuge  worthy  of  oriental 
fatalism,  hut  unworthy  of  the  scientifically  practical  spirit 
of  the  aj;e.  (Jootl  health  is  an  edifice  erecte<l  hy  care  on  the 
foundations  of  a  j^m^l  constitution.  Care  is  of  two  kimls 
]»or.sonal  antl  professional.  That  the  Coniniission  as  a  body 
is  hlosscd  with  a  ;;«xk1  constitution,  mi^ht  he  safely  premise«l 
from  the  searching;  medical  ins])ection  to  which  all  were  sul»- 
mitted  before  slartin;:,  and  has  now  heen  jiroved  by  )>ractical 
test.  Let  it  l»e  conceded  as  a  point  of  little  or  no  moment 
tliiit.  as  stated  some  five  or  six  months  back  by  a  critic  in  the 
]>uMic  press  (it  seems  not  unreasonable  to  conclude  that  the 
critic  in  ciuestion  is  on(^  of  the  fairer  sex,  for  men,  with  all 
tlii'ir  faults,  do  not  indul<:e  in  invidious  comparisons  of  malf 
personal  api>earance),  "  there  is  not  a  sin^de  fine  specimen  of 
the  liritish  race  in  the  Commission."  What  is  of  infinitely 
hi^^her  importance — viz.,  that  it  is  made  of  gocnl  grit — lias 
hern  satisfactorily  demonstrated.  The  critic,  whoever  it  be, 
did  n(»t  stop  to  consider  that  the  Russian  Commission  is 
eomposL'fl  of  men,  not  wt»men.  Had  we  lieen  dealing  with 
a  nation  of  Amazons — for  chaste  and  im])ervious  to  male 
Mandishments  as  they  were,  yet  a  weak  jioint  was  found  in 
IV'ntlu'silca's  armour — then  it  were  indee<l  not  unworthy  of 
tlie  dij)lomatic  foresi^^'ht  of  our  late  Viceroy  and  his  Foreign 
Secretary  to  allow  manly  beauty  to  score  heavily  in  Uie 
com]>etition  for  apiHiintments  to  the  Afghan  Ikmndary  Com- 
mission. Si»cin;^,  however,  that  mm  were  aliout  to  enter  the 
lists  against  7/fr/i,  we  think  that  stress  was  rightly  laid  on  more 
soliil  fjualities. 

It  is  now  time  to  s^iy  something  of  recent  events.  Cap- 
tain (Irieshach's  little  trip  was  i»roductivc  of  two  results— 
a  sketch  of  Herat,  and  a  sus])icion  of  cmd.  Ho  crossed  tlie 
lland-i-llaha  from  Khushk,  and  cam]»ed  near  (tazar«gah,  iliroe 
niiles  north  of  Herat.     Arrived  there,  he  found  liimself  at 
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<NK«  nm)«r  tW  Mrvoillutn)  of  Uie  Hent  aoilioHtiM,  aiid  kh 
ncnrt  mMuinetl  iIm  lunctiniia  of  «  ganpL  Ilv  raccivnl  >  vwit 
ttmu  tin  linillicr  nt  (tencnl  Kvniiinn  Klwtn,  Iml  wm  nnt 
invited  to  ratnm  tJuit  vini  in  llcraL  Wticn  In  omuiiienml 
[mianitinni  lor  Ukinfi  t  \AtiiU\  hh  c^cnit,  <«  ntlMT  punl, 
mlkol  tin  with  tlie  I4ack  clnth;  imr  wai  Ira  pvniiittotl  Ut 
mmaiit  to  lira  Uip  of  ano  <■(  the  MiMn  in  tlio  UumIU.  11a 
vu  bIIowtiI,  liowcvcr,  to  lunko  «  |>iiHHl-skc<cti  n(  tlw  Bnrtli 
Ami  nut  tncc*  ■•(  the  ritf  Ipnu  n  )Mtinl  almut  I )  luilo  north- 
mat  o(  it.  The  A(;:)Mri  olliciaU.  lliou^h  olxtniclivv,  ajiprar 
lo  Imve  1>M-M  I'llile  riMNitrli.  Tlw  |>i3i>|iIp  wen  vwrymhepe 
rin)  anU  nlk'ntivp,  ^wpt  at  K«lah-i>iMU.  Tlmt  lira  Ximiu- 
wl^iLiMloh  wa*  nrsWidil,  lltcra  ia  no  ili>al4;  ImU  tint  Ira  mu 
■n.  anrpriar*  inc.  My  rxpcricncv  n(  liini  w<ml<l  Iwvd  k»l  nw 
In  an^.-wr  tlw  vt-ty  rwrne.  Altrt  t  utay  of  two  tlajra,  Cai<t«iN 
<irie>i1«rh  n-tnni(it  hy  lira  llanil-i</aniuut  to  KaUh-i'iMM. 
aiHl  tiranrc  l»  llaln  kliiriHta'i-  In  tlw  innantaiifraituo  nofth 
ol  llmt  (llai<<l-i-)laU  aixt  Zarmaai)  Ira  touoA  tnuwa  u(  the 
foMiraof  lihlia,  llir  lowtwt  n(  tlw  Imlian  CMl-iunuoKa,  ami 
wliirh  in  Ihtitral  awl  tlw  Onlrwl  I'rorinoM  alwaya  nmldrlia 
titr  |>fi>1iM-|i«*a  OMil-lola  (^■'/•maniV  Tliit  iliacntrfj  IomU 
him  til  U-liev«  tlwt  nail-oitiiH  wmihl  |mtlail<lf  Ira  utrt  with 
in  lira  nu-jn  en*  '4  tlw  ltiti»d-i-/anna*t,  bimI  ivt)m)«  in  tlw 
HatamUr  Tail;?'. 

i>)4ain  I'ranaki'i  wiiit<k-rin^-«  in  Siallrani  bihI  Ccnttal 
IU>lki«  Imw  k^^wiIj^  inrrtnaol  latr  k»««kil}ta  ul  tluit  trwt, 
ami.  cntalannl  with  lira  <<)icniiiiHia  <>(  Majnv  Ikiklich.  <.'«|itaiMi 
lion  ami  MaitUml.  lioiii-nant  Talli>it,«ml  Hmvcyvt  IntuN 
Miarif.  ha(«  (urniahnl  a  (airly  c»<n|>l<-te  tnmj  ot  ami  rpimt 
(•M  thr  mill,  walrr.  ami  •ai{i|>)ii'a  iif  llw  onnntry  bnumkil  hf 
the  Hari  Itml  on  tira  wfNkt  ami  wmilt,  tira  nwl  tmM  ll«mt  n* 
lCaUh.i<aii  to  llaU  Unntkak  r«  tira  cwM,  ami  mi  |ha  iwnk  if 
a  liM  ilrawn  aknt;  thv  MnnHwk  rallcjr  to  ita  JnucUoa  wHIl 
tba  Khmhk.tlran  npthe  Khvahk  to  ChMnanilwiI.aMl  tlwM* 
thraaeh  AkraUt  atMl  KunKnuli  to  tha  llari  Knd.  I  Mijr 
MWHinn  hen  that  it  i*  mM  nnlikrly  lltal  Hir  rotav  HtiiiIbi 
wiQ  hMom  Ihia  rawts  tn  I'wl-i-Khatun  ami  hinkha. 

AhMit  tha  3Mi  nltwo.  CaptaiM  UaUlud  and  Gon  ud 
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Licuteimnt  TftllM^t  arrival.  Haviiij;  moveil  from  Kuluuitt  riVI 
Kafir  Kalali  and  Toiuan  Aka,  ami  thcnoc  throuj^h  the  Cluwh- 
iiia-i-i>al>/  Taxs  in  Colonel  Uuljreway'a  track  to  Khiishk  ami 
Kalah-i-nau,  they  seiwratctl.  Captain  Maitland  fullowinp;  in 
tlie  steps  of  the  surveyor,  Imam  Sharif,  ami  the  other  two  in 
those  of  Colonel  Hid^'cway's  jwrty.  Tlic  rcsnlU  of  the  Mir- 
vey  iun<le  ai-e  entirely  .satisfaetor}'.  On  the  Ist  inntant 
Captain  IVacoeke  and  Mr  Merk  siarletl  on  a  trip  to  Amlkhui. 
On  the  5tli  instant,  weather  i»ermittin;;,  a  party  ccmAistin^  of 
Colonel  lliilj^eway.  Major?*  J5ax  ami  Meiklejohn,  l>r  Owen, 
Ca])tain  Maitland,  and  myself,  *io  to  Panjdeh,  returning  abimt 
the  14th.  Colonel  I{id«;eway  and  Cajitain  Maitland  arc  com* 
hinin;;  tluty  with  pleasure — at  least  I  trust  so.  Anyhow,  I 
can  answer  for  the  duty.  We  ouj;ht  to  ^a  j^wil  pheasant- 
si  lootin;;  m  rovfr.  A  i)arty  of  six  of  us  went  to  Karawul- 
khana  a  week  aj'o  and  haj,';4e<l  seventy-4»ne  phcosantu,  besides 
duck,  snipe,  teal,  and  <juail. 

l>r  ( )wen  will  extend  to  the  Saruks  the  lioon  of  that  medical 
skill  and  devotion  to  his  ))rofession  which  should  have  made 
his  memory  dear  to  many  a  human  creature  lietwcen  the  llel- 
muntl  anil  the  Mur^diah.  The  rest  of  us  are  j:«>in«  to  see  and 
Id  he  sren,  and  to  hny  the  fruits  of  Turkc»man  industry,  quan- 
tities of  which,  however,  in  ilaily  increasing;  pn»] tortious,  are 
hrnu;;ht  into  oani])  here.  The  Turkonmns  ahuost  in\'ariahly 
(•nn»h»y  .lews  for  tliis  ]»nrjH>se.  And  yet,  curiously  enough,  the 
Turkomans,  wlio  trade  on  their  own  lumk,  are  less  amenable  to 
a  hnrj^'aiu  an«l  h'ss  wilhn;,'  to  abate  their  ori«;inal  ]>rice  than 
tlie  .lew.  1  cannot  say  1  am  n»ueh  taken  with  their  jewellery 
(silver  or  silver-^^ilt  inlaid  with  e(»riudian,  a  stone  that  here 
fetches  a  eoni]»aratively  hi;;h  ]»riee),  but  their  car]iet-work  is 
Very  Iiandsonu;  and  lasts  for  an  indefinite  time,  the  coloum 
scciuin;^'  to  soften  and  lose  none  of  their  distinctness  by  Aj;e 
and  wear  and  tear.  Tlieir  ntjhari,  a  very  expensive  kind  of 
line  cloth  woven — the  brown  of  the  Hue  under-ilown  on  a  two- 
year  old  camel,  and  the  white  of  the  tinc.H  shccp's-wool— it  a 
product  nmeh  in  demand  amon<;  the  hi;;hcr  and  wealthier 
classes.  In  reality  tliero  is  ayhari  of  all  prices  from  Rs.  6 
or  7  a  yard  down  to  as  many  annas.    Its  great  fault  is,  that 
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lo  Um  Eampean  eye  it  itoet  ttnt  lonk  ita  raloe.  Of  their 
•ilver  nm«ia«aU  none  an  pretlier  than  the  UtUe  at\»,  orer- 
Uiil  with  lltin  •nwl)  plate*  of  Mlver,  and  dccontol  often  with 
little  ailver  IwlU,  Ac,  worn  ^ly  tlie  women.  Some  decent 
Tnrkouian  Imne*  have  Iven  Innglit  hen  for  mm*  very  amaU 
in  cniH|«mnn  with  what  i*  |«itl  in  India  (or  Atala,  tnilrrt, 
at  ronniryAtntW 

Tlie  olfifpn  •■(  the  Sunej"  tlcfartment  are  at  pment  reiy 
Imaj  rrmnrftinc  tlie  \-ariou«  unri-ej-a  Uken,  awl  working  oat 
llieir  cakulaliiHia,  TfMtay  tlie  WMtlier  liaa  taken  a  ilerialeil 
turn  (•«  iIm  wonei  the  lti};her  liilla  are  cnreml  with  tnow, 
awl  tlown  here  it  rain*  and  drinlca,  ami  altnprllier  looka 
t'rrr  ntipiti|>ttMHia  eitlier  (or  onr  trip  to  Panjdeh  nr  (■«  (ntnn 
fttinpr  "peraliima.  A*  nnon  a*  it  rlenn,  one  or  two  ex|iedi- 
itnat  will  Imtv  i<>  lie  Hiaile  lo  the  tO|>  of  the  Tirl«nd-i>Tnrfcia- 
l^n.  auil  ••ne  or  two  to  the  »e«rer  hill*.  Ibith  the  Han'aj'  and 
lulrllijienre  vnnt  a  man  to  p>  into  t lie  Kiraikuhi  conntljr; 
l<nt  no  one  i*  avNilal4e,  to  ahnrt-hanilrd  are  thejr.  It  ia  nn- 
(••ntuiate  that  iliive  oflkvra  of  the  InlrUiKenoe  branch  wer* 
not  *eal,  a*  wan,  1  hrlievc,  the  <tnire  of  the  lioTenimeat  of 
Inilia.  Tlie  oOiren  i<i  tlie  Snr^ejr  have  km({  forewen  th* 
dilhmltv  iliej  would  ei]<rrk-nre  in  rarrrin];  out  all  tlie  work 
etpn-lol  of  thrm.  Kvrn  ■>  it  i«.  Captain  I^Eaeocke  haa  for 
tlie  lax  ail  wrvk*  lir<^  en»i1<inini;  the  dutiea  of  an  ofllcer  al 
the  Kar\e7  awl  the  lnlelli}:pnce  ilrpnrtnienta. 

Ii  Inoka  a*  il  hml  wmther  had  aet  in  in  enme^L  Thfa 
m>imin]|  a  fall  iif  mi»w  MircewM  lo  the  henvj  rain  of  the 
lerrinna  crening  awl  nij^liL  thir  fymUutmt  en  the  lit 
infant  waa  a  omplcte  anoeeaa.  AmMifi  the  apectator^  In 
widilioa  to  Sir  IViter  LnmMlra.  wa*  Kan  Xnnd^Ml-din.  tlaneml 
<:iMwa-«d-din,  and  their  aMite*.  We  had  eJired  priaea  tot  a 
rar«  Ofwi  to  all  hnrwa  the  prnprrtj  <d  Afghan  antijeela.  W 
tWf  TnrluNnan,  Jamahidi,  llaaiTa.  Afghan,  or  of  anj  ethar 
rare.  The  fnl  daj  net  ■  aingla  entry  waa  madai  lint  when 
tbejr  fand  h««  onr  aperta  they  wen  fred  with  a  apifit  W 
rirahj.  aad  at  an  entl;  bovr  jwua^j  ■eewnj  a  tot  ef  than 
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were  to  Iw  seen  gallopinj;  over  the  course  tlie  stcdli  tliej 
projioscil  mcinj;  in  the  afterncwn.  Luckily  for  those  steeds 
it  soon  l>o^mn  to  min,  and  all  idea  of  a  second  day  of  the 
ffifmkhann  was  al>andoneil.  On  the  first  day,  in  addition  to 
such  lau^^litcr-niovinj^  events  as  the  races  for  Persian  aiwl 
Iiulian  mules  (the  Indian  mule  is  nnich  swifter  though  less 
of  a  wci;,'ht-carrier  than  tlic  rersian),  Btfcfs*  [xmies,  a  caniel- 
racc  an<l  a  f/Wtr-race,  we  had  a  vcr}*  j,'ooil  race  (the  ^V.  H.  C. 
])erhy)  for  all  horses,  w«»n  hy  Captain  Dnrand's  Arab  Mcro- 
(lach,  ridden  hy  Mr  Dnminiond;  Tlie  Chicken,  a  tm/rr  be- 
l(iii;ring  to  the  Sj\)iie  owner,  ridden  hy  Mr  l^awlins,  \ni\\\\^  a 
^'(hnI  second.  Distance  one  mile.  Tlic  half-mile  flat  nieo  for 
ponies  was  won  easily  hy  l)r  ()wcn*«  Tlie  Shovel,  ridden  by 
Mr  Wri«;ht.  The  Hadkis  and  lUda  Mur;;hah  Chases  for 
(lalloways  and  ironies  fell  tliron;^h  owinjj  to  the  sulise(|uent 
had  weather.  The  tu;:s-of-war  Ixjtwecn  Sikhs  and  Mtdiani- 
nieclans  of  the  11  th  r»en^'al  I^ncvrs  and  the  ri^^lit  and  left 
wind's  of  the  20th  Native  Infantry  were  hanl-fou;;lit  con- 
tests, that  aroused  ;^'reat  enthusiasm  and  excitement  anion«; 
j>artisans  and  sjiectators  alike.  Tcnt-jwgjjinj;  and  limo-cut- 
tin;^,  thouj^h  interesting^  as  feats  of  skill  evincin*;  ^mmI 
horsemanship  and  a  true  hand  and  eye,  are  less  attractive 
to  the  ;^eneral  public.  On  the  eveninj^  of  New  Year's 
Day,  after  dinner,  hy  the  kind  |>ermiKsion  of  Major  Me iklc- 
jolni,  tin;  Kattaks  of  his  n»giment  performed  several  of 
their  native  dances  for  our  amusement,  Tliey  dancvil 
in  a  circle  round  a  hu^'c  lionHrc,  sometimes  with  swords, 
sometimes  witliout.  Kach  dance  l)i»fjan  with  a  slow  measure, 
which  ;^duaI1y  c[uickenod  an<l  (|uiekcneil  until  it  culint- 
naled  in  a  movement  to  the  tunc  of  the  dnuns  and  suromtu^ 
of  sudi  rajudity  that  the  few  who  had  stren^h  to  join  in  it  At 
all  very  scnm  cf»lla]>sc'«l.  The  eiithusinsm  and  endunince  of 
the  ]»iiH'rs  and  drummers  was  even  more  surprising  tlmn  tliat 
of  the  dancers.  Finally,  two  i>r  three  of  the  most  expert 
han<llers  of  the  swonl  went  throu;:li  several  exercises  wiUi  it 
in  time  to  the  music.  The  si^lit  of  all  this  provwl  too  mucli 
f*»r  a  (ihilzai  camelnlrivcr,  who,  seizin;,'  a  swonl,  joinwl  in  and 
certainly  ecliiwe<l  the  others.      The  |ierfonuance  concludwl 
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with  a  mock  IlinUa  Y<fn  (Unee  pnfornwi)  bjr  a  Uol 

of  the  SOlh  Nali\-c  Infantry.      If  raiher  ghuU/,  it  wm  aln 

■mnMns.  and  a  vciy  pnd  pMca  o(  ■ctiIll^ 

ltiilil«rMi  are  no  uocunironn  aocarrmcv  inonr  camp— wwUjr, 
hciwcTM-,  nf  tlw  nature  t4  potty  thcfu ;  but  laU  niglit  OM 
of  onr  HMUilwr  waa  i«>litiwl  of  Kngluh  gcM  aud  natm  lo  Um 
vdnrofabuutXoO.  Tlini!  u  lilttednuUtliat  tlMrobberrnNiU 
iMily  Imvc  licm  ellcctttl  \ty  or  witli  (Iw  cnnait-ancv  of  one  of 
lite  (iwnor'a  wnaiita,  m  kmhc  one  familiar  with  liia  ItaUtik  I 
mj-«rtf  waa  in  unfortunate  aa  lo  be  i«>1>hc«l  at  Kuhaaa  bjr  a 
llaaara  aenaiil  nf  innney  aiMl  otiier  articka  to  tlie  ralne  of 
i:*.  GOO.  I  aiwrtainvtl  atterwanb  tluit  the  raacal  liad  cvca 
al  (JiM<la  n|Ntil]r  avowtil  llMt  liia  only  ulijnH  iit  arctHMiMnyiMg 
lite  UiwwNi  aaa  lo  pA  hia  eximut-a  ]«ii|  to  Xlaalil»i)-i-Unk> 
BitiU«,  ami  lline  a«k  [nr]hvtnM<«  fi«  all  his  aina  at  tite  alirine 
<>f  InMiu  lU*!*.  Kndmtlf  iIm>  lainlcn  of  hi*  »int  iliil  do( 
iret;;h  Ixvtiljr  ■•»  biui.ninre  lie  Utal  or*  ami|>le  I"  aiM  to  than 
a  iJirft  <if  lU  COO.  In<lve<l  I  'to  not  feel  Rure  tliat  lie  did  Mt 
rruanl  aurh  a  dml  aa  NHDrtbinK  in  liia  favowr,  lo  be  wri^Md 
in  ibe  l«lanre  a|^inal  bi*  mim  |«cnliaH/  MuhammnUa  ainii 
It  ia  mth  relnrtann  that  1  wuubl  a|i)4«r  lo  nccwae  an  ImaM, 
far  InB  tiM  IVipbet  bimwif,  nf  cuanivantv  at  crime ;  b«l 
nrmUj.  mltm  i\f  mjumi  i*  a  KaGr  an>l  tlw  injnivr  a  tiw 
Irlkeirr— capecialljr  if  lie  h:«tawcil  a  |Mtti>Hl  of  hia  illi:«tlaa 
jniioa  in  lAiimf  and  mhtl  (alm*>— it  ia  hanl  to  my  in  whM 
li;:ld  tlie  I.MMkT  i4  iIm  Failliful  uislit  lepinl  aach  an  act. 
Awl  aa|i|naiii{;  W  dHl  dcvu  tvrh  a  ain  |NnlnnaUe,  mwU  ha 
ni4  be  atuns  op  to  the  ivlf-auno  Rpiiit  which  aai— tail  tht 
t'alhi4tra  and  llrfcwmefa  of  the  Sfteenlh,  usleeMih,  aMi  m^mt- 
tornih  rralariea  f  What  me>«  oolile  aim  fue  a  tnM  I'alhotia 
tha«  to  nmi|Maa  the  ilmth  »f  a  hdhnrer  U  Hum  or  Wieklif.  • 
LnUwtaa  cc  C'alriniai,  a  I'roUalau  or  Hngmmei  f  A^  dii 
Ihay.  ia  their  lars.  rw  apare  the  Catholic  t 


E»»iirwh»ro  mmw,  aa  f ar  aa  the  eje  ea>  aae.  Not  vety  Iv, 
it  ia  tnm:  10  or  16  mika  north  lo  8a«th.l*o  "t  thno  aaly 
aMt  bhI  ml    The  Boat  dMaal  awl  aoM  atrikiaf  lanMna 
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of  the  snowy  laiulscape  are  the  coniiwratively  high  (0000  to 
10,000  feet  above  sea-level)  peaks  of  the  Tirband-i-TurkUtan, 
n'^ainst  the  snowy  sIoihjs  of  wliich  stand  out  in  dark  relief  a 
few  scattered  juniiHjrs  with  their  sombre  evei^RTcen  foliat^c. 
lAM)kiiij;  from  camp  southwanl  to  the  Darband  or  gorj^e 
wliicli  ;:ives  i>assa<(c  to  the  Murgliab  through  the  nionutaiu- 
mn^'e  above  mentioned,  the  eye  rests  on  one  broad  sheet  of 
snow  cast  into  folds  and  furrows  by  the  undulations  and 
iueciualities  of  the  mountainous  surface  on  which  it  rests. 
This  is  the  northern  asix?ct,  lUit  ritle  out  to  the  nicmtli  of 
the  Darband,  turn  nmnd  and  look  northwanl;  the  southerly 
.slojK's  are  )»rown  and  )H»reft  of  snow.  Cold  as  it  is  (the 
ihermniiieter  rej;istercd  zero  last  ni';ht,  and  stood  at  8^  at 
10  A.M.  tliis  moniin^O,  the  sun's  rays  have  their  |¥>wer,  and 
<:la(l  indeed  are  we  all  to  catch  a  ^lim]ise  of  the  sun  after  its 
week's  imprisonment  amid  clouds,  rain,  and  snow,  and  to 
con^^'ratidate  it  on  its  restoration  to  its  ohl  established  rights 
and  privili'^^es.  Since  the  1st  instant,  when  it  kindly  lieanic«l 
u)M)u  and  encoura;;ed  our  f/tptikhana,  it  has  Iteen  unable  to 
hohl  its  own  against  the  cond»incil  forties  of  the  other  meteor- 
olo;;ieal  jKiwers.  On  that  day  too,  with  a  genial,  but  I  fear 
rather  deceptive  smile,  it  wishcil  Mr  Merk  and  Captain 
IVacocke  (Io<l-siK?ed  on  their  journey  to  An«lkhui  and  Khwaja 
Salih.  Its  intentions  were  d<iubtless  of  the  Ijest,  but  have 
proved  <iuite  unequal  to  conciliating  and  |iacifying  the  notori- 
ously acrid  and  uncertain  temjier  of  old  Father  Christmas. 
r.y  ilie  agency  of  scnne  good  fair}'  who  sat  on  his  knee  and 
thuckcd  liim  under  the  chin.  stroke<l  his  snowy  lieanl,  and 
saw  that  tlie  thrtrus  of  his  holly  wreath  did  not  irritate  his 
veneral»le  brows,  and  of  some  Ininign  genius  who  plied  him 
steadily  with  U'ef,  idum-pudding,  and  jwrt  wine,  and  amused 
liim  witii  snap-dragon  and  Christmas-l>oxes,  Christmas  week 
on  the  Murgliab  was  peacefully  tidetl  over.  Hut  when  the 
ohl  gentleman  woke  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  Janimry  with 
a  faint  suspicion  of  having  livc<l,  n<»t  wisely,  but  too  well,  for 
eight  days,  ftn<l  with  possibly  just  a  touch  of  gout  in  one  toe, 
then  burst  forth  tlie  vials  of  his  pent-up  wratlu  "No  more 
i/f/mkhann  meets  for  you,  my  fine  fellow,**  said  he  to  the 
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hntKinrjrwcrrUTTodhe  A.]t.C.G7inkliuM;  "  bo  men  Gnl* 
•limU  nml  |4auniit  jtmmcjrt  (or  jran,  rin."  tlMNiteil  )h  after 
iIm  wayhnn.  Am)  at  his  bUltnft  the  chmil*  nwuMd  in 
martial  am)\anit  wiml  ami  nin,  anow  antl  alcM,  miat  am) 
cnkl,  •Ifwnnl  t\teu  murky  nmow  am)  Inml  their  cnicl  nt- 
tin;!  IJaitei  for  action.  Thrn  th«  ran,  thiKking  (liRctHioti  tlia 
letter  |«rt  of  nlour.  witttUreir  into  hta  own  altell,  am)  left 
the  <leni»n*  ol  Itailkia  to  fijrlit  their  own  iNtttka  with  tlw 
hiMtile  rk-mrntt  ■«  Iwat  thejr  raiilil. 

llowpvpT,  to  make  a  bing  MtiTj  •Imit,  we  ha\'«  aunived  it. 
ami.  1«rnii;!  an  almnniwl  incratae  ut  riienni*  awl  catanfa% 
h^l-li|>|M^I  m«MH  ami  rhillilaiu*.  are  none  the  worae  for  H, 
True,  we  wctv  fain  to  <tf«  nor  Inr^  aruiotir,  ami  qoAinl 
imltT<I  wan  oxiw  if  •mr  war-fwinL  Wiite  wutiM  hare  afcMil 
tlir  ryr«  i<t  mpilieval  rhiralrf  ronki  1IN7  ]mw  acen  na;  (ur 
vi«m*l  lirlmrta,  lUiUrlni'a  r«|M;  fnr  ruinwi-*.  1«va>t>p)ate«, 
o>ai*-4t(>mail,  am)  lhi;;li>pircn,  \-olttwimNia  ftilk  cmtvoMleml 
;««l/i«i,  rlli-ctiiallj  ahivMmK  the  wearer  fmtn  noek  to  anklo 
(nun  llie  on«bo;Hit"  of  mtil  (alaat  not  tlie  Amir'*  '  •fwcialljr 
•rk'^irtl  '  /HaAd'ju — 1  lie^pn  tn  ft-ar  tltejr  are  \mt  a  mjlh) ;  and 
tlim  llw  amWntamlitt;:* — ■>  larHil  wen  tlMjT  in  materia), 
hor,  *iar,  fit,  ami  ahaiw.  tlMt  1  pve  np  in  ilcaiaiir  Utf 
ailt^l4  tn  •Warrilie  (lirtu.  Ttiai  ilwj  have  llteir  atlractioM 
i«  n-rtain.  I«  ii  (mm  a  im-tuireiinr  nr  ritlicnlo^  point  of 
Ticw  —  ao  mnrh  an,  tmkrcil,  Utat  a  |if»pnaal  tn  luira  owr 
'nmlenumbnga*'  ph<4<Hd  waa  nrnveil  with  neaeral  ap- 
|iUaae.  )  Btiall  hope  to  aemi  jron  a  ropy  of  tlwt  ph««s  awl 
ihra  the  iwUie  will  )«  alile  to  dcriile  which  ol  tw<nii]r>MiM 
IMita  of  (dl  (W  (nr  faoi4a  t«at  nenlnnea  tlie  attrilailM  of 
wanmh.  l«nnly,  ami  elegance,  ami  ran  awaid  the  pnbn 
araifitin;;)/.  IVrantMlljr  )  am  inrlineal  to  give  the  pa)m  la 
the  Unmian  taMta.  Iine>l  with  I  km>w  mat  what,  ami  hee^larai) 
with  anaaa  <lark.  wft,  ilcltc»a«a  (nr.  with  which  the  Coaunto* 
atcaer  ami  ilwiaa  who  acea«|«nic<l  him  (raea  Englamt  hmtm 
eonae  pro«i<led.  At  IcMt  when  I  coatnat  them  with  tha 
alipahod  (oi-akin  omoarm  aoteal  with  tliick  (elt  which  pt^ 
tac*  mjr  pmw  leat,  I  cottlasa  In  a  aiaum  of  envy,  aapecinSjr 
whe»  mjr  lnmi»  emnpaie  ma  t»  a  Inw-rnmeiy  bd^ml  tm  ft 
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fifth-rntc  provincial  stajje.  Ikjauty,  however,  apart,  life  here 
now  wouM  Ikj  intolerable  without  tlicni.  One's  own  tent 
is  all  very  well:  some  favouretl  mortals  have  been  able  to 
construct  fireplaces  anil  chimneys,  and  less  favonrotl  ones 
toast  their  toes  over  pans  of  charc(»al.  Alas  for  chilblains! 
liiit  the  mess-tent  is  like  a  damp  cellar — it  j^ives  y<iu  the  cold 
shivers  to  ;;o  into  it.  Where  are  those  stoves  of  which  I 
have  hoard  talk  ?  Why,  even  the  earthen  utensils  HUed 
with  live  charcoal,  which  we  use  in  our  own  tents,  wouhl  be 
K'ltcr  than  nothinj: !  Some  fellows  say  they  cannot  stand 
sitting;  over  cliarcoal,  it  pves  them  a  headache.  I  am  no 
lover  of  charcoal-fumes  myself;  but  with  the  thermometer 
at  zero,  one  will  put  up  with  a  trifle  to  ensure  warmth.  The 
night  before  last  the  water  froze  in  our  ^dasses  at  dinner,  and 
the  ink  in  our  inkstands  and  in  our  ]iens  as  we  wrote  after 
dinner.  Tliere  was  only  one  place  of  refu;^e,  and  that  under 
the  blankets;  an<l  yet  even  there  some  jMior  fellows  said  next 
niornin;^'  they  could  not  shv)*  for  the  cohl.  ]>e  thankful  for 
merries  great  or  sniali.     1  sle]»t  like  a  top. 

The  advent  of  this  intense  cold  was  nioMt  sudden.  Up  to  tlic 
Glh  it  was  raining  in  the  vaUey,  while  sn«>w  fell  <»n  the  lii;:]ier 
elovalitins.  At  tlie  same  time  it  fn»zc  slightly  ever}'  ni;^lit. 
Oil  tlie  Gth  and  Ttli  snowKalling  was  all  the  go.  I  shall 
jiot  f<»rget  in  a  liuny  the  |K'lting  1  got  from  some  twenty  or 
thirty  of  the  20t]i  Tanjab  Infantry,  headetl  by  that  iudefatign- 
blc  old  warrior,  Subadar-Major  Mowla  l)a«l.  ISawlins  and  I 
in  a  thoug]itIess  moment  challenged  them,  and  a  hot  half-hour 
we  had  of  it.  I  dt)n't  mind  <-onfessing  now,  that  when  Major 
Meiklijolin  calle<l  "H«»l<l!  Enough  I"  I  was  pretty  nearly 
nMliRcd  to  crying  jKYmri,  Indeed,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
tiiiK-ly  assistance  of  our  stalwart  camel-contractor,  AUluUali 
Khan,  the  same  who  lost  four  teeth  in  a  scrimma*^  with  tlio 
Afghan  Commissioner's  ftdlowing  at  Kliwaja  Ali,  we  must 
liavi;  railed  jnir  siMMier.  On  the  Sth  the  cohl  comnieneiNl 
wiilidut  the  slightest  warning.  During  the  day  the  sun 
shone  out  pleasantly,  but  as  the  shades  of  night  drew  in  the 
Cold  made  itself  felt.  Even  then — so  blinded  had  we  bocoiue 
to  the  iK)ssibility  of  cold  by  the  previous  mildness  of  Uio 
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wcMlher— w«  nqnind  not  onlf  tlie  evidence  of  enr  wimm 
of  touch  ami  (eelinf;,  1<at  iIm  tcMimonx  of  oar  vrn,  in  tb« 
fonn  of  ■  lltemnmetn-  high  ml  ten  ftml  water  vwtMj  frau- 
ins.  to  ennviiKw  ni  that  the  rumoarrH  cuM  of  lite  Centnl 
Anan  atrppM  mu  not  a  njrth.  Tliu  momiiiK  oar  tm 
tlMNi^ht  VM  of  ikatinit.  \\>  aonn  (ounil  a  aiual]  partullj 
Sonlnl  fi«U  ;  it  wma  liant  fnxFn.  Imt  llw  water  hail  been  too 
•ImIIow  to  pralnce  Uiirk  anli<t  ice  tit  to  l««r.  We  at  «ict 
Wt  nmre  water  in,  ami  lo-UHimw  we  lio|ie— i.r^llKwe  who 
have  akain — (n  akate,  awl  tlwae  who  have  nu  akatea  tn  alkle. 
I  hrar  wrmilerful  rtoiic*  of  the  mar^ellouo  akill  of  lite  Kabolia 
in  aliilinf;.  No  doatit  aome  of  iIm  anwira  of  the  11th  llenpil 
Ijinrrra  awl  llie  irpoya  of  the  20lh  I'nniab  Infantry  will 
1«  aUe  In  teach  m  a  ihing  or  Iwn,  Theac  men  are  bow 
alt  mnglj  rUd  in  nwta  and  lroa«pr*  of  the  warmeat 
htnti-,  pimided  I7  (iovrmment  and  ma<)e  np  at  lleni. 
In  fart,  on  the  •core  of  warm  clolkinj;.  I«4li  tW  tnoi« 
am)  fnlliiwer*  of  the  (.'ommimiam  are  ailmimMy  SiImI  oat. 
The  wen  of  the  20lh  I'a^jab  lnfBntr7.  tnn.  now  a|aKt 
the  a]we|>kin  hat,  the  Mtional  iMwI-diraa  nf  the  (.iMhar 
Aimak  and  the  TarknwutB.  It  ii  a  ■plendid  he«d-cmvr. 
ihU  •lter|i*^rn  hat.  in  the  n4tl  weailier.  hnt  inl'^eraUe,  I 
•iMMkl  Hf ,  in  a  hot  chmaie.  It  luti.  Monorer.  a  dtvidcdlf 
martial  air.  T<>  it,  I  lielieve,  the  favoaratile  eflect  pmdacod 
17  tlie  irTe;nilar  eavalrv  nf  ttw  Chaltar  Aimak.  reviewwl  hj 
C<4n«M-l  ItH)f:Fwa;  n«ar  lilxwian.  ownl  net  a  little.  Xot.  I« 
it  antleritood,  that  I  aeek  to  delrart  fro«n  the  peneoal  ijooU- 
tiea  of  thene  fine  irretptUra.  t'ar  fmni  it.  I  Intb  like  then 
awl  think  Ihcf  are  mwW  oI  r*«l  gmml  MnK  Thef  are  at 
|««newl.  I  Iwliere.  lavoaraMjr  dtafnacil  f  the  Uritidl  ti«v- 
efwment.  awl  Inwl worthy  |mrti«nM  i4  AUInr  Ilnhwan  Khm, 
the  alljr  and  f'tUft  of  tiMt  Gorerament  It  waa  mainlf  \ff 
their  awHaarw  that  Kardar  Ahdol-Kwha  took  Herat  ae«w 
three  jann  a^a  It  i*  JHt  aa  w«U  that  Ajrab  Khaa.  If  Ma 
■  ■amiaaling  of  Khan  A9.  chief  «f  the  Jamal.klia,  abaoU 
hn««  iliinilil  that  tribe  from  himeeU.  It  Ajab  Khu  b 
to  boeeoM  a  Rawian  Iwd  and  it  m  men  thai  ppafaabla  llmt 
he  wii?     lamiiy  to  Urn  mar  nip  ia  the  bod  aqr  greartb  ol 
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Ilussian  proclivities  among  the  Clialiar  Aimak,  or  at  least 

among  the  Jainsbiilis.* 

Our  skating  schemes  have  not  met  with,  or  ratlier  perhaps 
have  met  witli,  tlie  success  tlicy  merited.  Tlic  water,  after 
l>eing  allowed  to  run  in  all  day,  was  shut  off  at  niglitfalL  In 
the  night  all  tlie  water  ran  off  mysteriously,  so  that  the  ice, 
although  strong  enough  to  bear  one  or  two  skaters,  was, 
iKjing  unsupiwrted  by  water  beneath,  quite  unable  to  licar 
tlie  weight  of  any  numlier.  I^st  night  wo  liad  only  24* 
of  frost,  but  it  is  cloudy  to-day  and  freezing  liard.  Again 
we  have  lloo<led  our  skating-rink,  and  tliis  time  we  intend 
to  let  a  slight  How  continue  all  night  May  success  attend 
our  ellorts ! 

I  s))cnt  the  sunshine  hours  of  yestcnlay  in  riding  out  with 
a  ]K)litical  oflicor  to  visit  a  Finizkuhi  chief,  Mohammed 
Azain  Khan,  bend  of  the  Firuzkulii  settlers  of  tlie  llala  Mur* 
ghab  district.  It  was  very  cold  work  riding;  and  when  all 
was  done,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  I  might  just  as  well 
have  stayed  in  camp.  Our  visit,  I  fear,  put  its  recipient  to 
sad  inconvenience.  He  had,  we  f.iund,  but  a  very  small 
house,  occupictl  entirely  by  his  wife  or  wives  and  family. 
Now  it  is  well  known  that  a  Mohammedan  is  nf»t  in  the  habit 
of  admitting  strangers  into  the  liosom  of  his  family.  Fortu- 
nately the  native  nffochd  with  us  had  riilden  ahead.  Tlic 
ilabbergastered  Khnn  in  his  dilemnm  first  suggested  enter- 
taining us  sitbJovr,  nnd  as  a  happy  afterthought  recollected  an 
empty  stable.  Happily  it  was  clean.  There  rugs  were  spread 
nnd  a  welcome  fire  lit.  Presently  the  Khan  came  forth  (lie 
bad  l>ecn  titivating  for  ten  minutes,  and  now  ap]ieared  resplen- 
dent in  the  cast-off  tunic  of  an  infantry  staff-sergeant,  cliev- 
rons  and  all),  an«l  greeting  us,  ushered  us  into  the  stable.  In 
course  of  conversation  it  transpirtnl,  what  I  had  not  before 

*  It  MwniN  now  ftlmant  c«rUin  that  nn  the  withclrawiU  of  tiM  British  Com* 
mumion,  Uie  Chiih»r  Aimak  will  ere  loiif^  succumb  to  KuwiMi  influenetL  At 
any  r»te,  it  in  contriu^-  to  reiunm  to  exjiGct  Uiat  they  wiU  in  anj  wi^  tM  IIm 
AfghAim  in  the  defence  of  HeraL  An  early  tm  May  1SS5,  tht  RumImw  tarn* 
meucetl  intriguing  with  the  Jamshiaii  thrtiugh  Ewm  KImm,  a  thtf«k  of 
VuUtiin. 
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mlwed.  Uuit  lite  pilitical  oIKon-.  mjKlf,  uxl  the  tmUn 
mtlmrki  Wl  nmw  out  la  t\\xttX  ni  tikitmr.  utii  ttaling  U  RimI 
■nj.  KmI  KHii^t  ■oUon  in  Um  |>lMuan  of  fMyinit  tha  Khui 
■  TuiL  TIm  KiMn,  of  roune.  Iwww)  hu  «ck■lOwle<lKl■>•■ltJ^ 
■ml  while  inwaplljr  caniiiK  <»  for  ilirinrlMiig  liim  from  hia 
<t)NiK3<tc  tirMtili!,  unA  olJiKint:  litm  <<>  il«i  hit  IwM  UwcnT* 
pi|>TeMr>l  hinwell  i^lifioil  lif  the  •tteiilion.  lueiwibl/  tht 
ntnvrTMttoa  vamkntl  amijr  fmu  aliiitr,  «ikI  I  rvmarkol  that 
thr  piiltlinl  iiftitvr  iiikI  i)m  native  ii//<mA/  apiicunl  to  ftel 
ft  iiml  Mtnnmhn;;  iiilefvU  in  lite  Khan's  thlv,  ivUtino^ 
UllwT,  UDck'S,  Imtlier^  n«>|>howa — I  tutcht  mUl  his  naUm 
•ml  hi*  mnuns  bimI  lii*  aunts,  wen  it  net  tiMt  Ui>luininM<)Ml 
rtiiiMptie  t;:n<>l«  the  exiUenre  of  feniste  rrUlivcK.  I'unnttdf 
riKM^rh.  t)ie  uf'tv  )wnnnal  the  iineMtintu  Ivraine.  the  nof* 
VB;n*e  awl  ;:rneral  leramc  tite  anawm.  NMliinc  mnra  iM- 
nitc  than  lite  tenu*  ■etv«I,"  "anisll."  "vety  gtmlT  "»wy 
iiMnjr,'  "vitjr  Mtwll,"  'wry  few,"  *t  toil  k»"W«,"Jfcc,  trnM  Iw 
rItrtUil.  IVIk^  twr  l»"tt  lltmi^ht  fit  to  alarnhm  pweralitiM, 
hr  UuiicIh->1  f'ifth  inin  r«a;s9Tnl»i>ni.  Kit  iiiataitee,  wim 
ai^eil  iIk  Urcn^h  of  tIte  Kinukiihi  lh1a>,  he  lH4illjr  lianTdeil 
"  40.000  familint.'  Ni>w  it  ii  |iri>lnl4c  llaa  the  Mtvnglh  ol 
lilt*  tnU  (hv*  w*  eirvtil  10.000  familm.  TIm  Xlun,  mnfe- 
mrr,  M-rtuc^l  !•)'  nn  inmna  iLiilnnt  X^y  llieae  temter  iwinitiM 
aflrr  tltiMe  nntrr*t  ami  ilniRvt  to  hiM.  Was  it  moAaty  er 
ivtiTTiKV  lliat  tuaaW  htm  trjr  In  turn  the  ci>averMtin«i  t  tty 
hw  kule  aal  ■  aevt  of  Kdlua  Arhalei^  to  wbnm  lie  nuttl*  a  point 
<>f  rvft-mtt;;  rtrrj  semiMl  <|w«ltti«  at  k-ntrlli.  hUns  Achate^ 
lantetfT,  «■•  wrn  umm-  Mu|>mI  ami  wiirw  inbmed  ihaa  Ua 
Mualn.  Ileth  wrTc  a;n^«il  on  nne  |a>iitl.  tltat  none  bat  MM  ti( 
ihr  i:rr;liair*U  ti:i*h«a6(Uii>af  the  Inlw  emitil  miittm^Mily 
aMwrr  Mt-h  ■Iranj^e  bimI  aearrhins  (iiwattmis  as  hia  iatrrloc** 
Iota  |Nt.  Alt<^9llm  tlw  Klian  mmhiI  U>  K«e«.  hr  he  mU 
a  p^at  <lral  without  iin|«rtini:  iIm  kaai  tnfainnatkai  nf  an/ 
tatw:  la  lart  lie  bnu  tlie  i«liliral  oArer  cm  hi*  owa  ijiwanJ. 
I  IwWre  Mf  arlf.  aaU  ollien  Mjr  llie  mom  thtug.  thai  to  oteaia 
aoaad  iafiWMBttna  roCTwne  mu«t  l«  had  to  the  hawWaf 
eUMti.  who  hate  aeitber  wit  nor  olijrrt  for  Ijias.  The  paaa- 
aM'a  kif^lads"  •■  luatl*!.  I^t  the  lillle  he  Icnowa  b*  ia  ■•■« 
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likely  to  relate  tnithfulljr,  tlinn  a  i^ersoniige  of  some  rank  who 
sees  a  siinro  in  every  question.  The  only  elrnnco  of  asccrtAin- 
iug  approximate  trutli  is  to  interrogate  many,  ami  to  Iwwe  the 
result  on  tlie  ]>reponderance  of  evidence  and  the  general  pnv 
baliilities  of  the  case.  In  fact,  obtaining  statistical  informa- 
tion from  the  Biluch,  the  Afghan,  or  any  other  Oriental,  is 
very  much  like  taking  an  altitude  by  an  aueroicL  ]b»th  the 
results  are  so  influenced  by  extraneous  circumstances  as  to  be 
but  dubiously  reliable. 

Captain  reacocke  on  his  way  from  Panjdeh  here,  was 
directed  to  prepare  and  submit  plans  for  the  temi^orary  re- 
)»aii*s  of  tlic  Maruchak  bridge.  It  was  then  discovered  tliat 
no  timber  large  enough  fur  constructing  bridges  across  the 
two  broken  arches  coidd  be  obtainetl  this  side  of  Kadis, 
one  of  the  head  settlements  of  the  Finizkuhis,  distant  50  or 
GO  miles  south-east.  It  was  accordingly  determined  to  send 
Ca})tain  Yate  up  into  the  mountains  lieyond  Kadis  with  a  |iarty 
to  cut  the  lira  or  pines  reputed  to  gr(»w  there.  The  juniper  of 
the  Tirband  is  too  small.  However,  no  six)ner  Imtl  this  onler 
l>een  issued,  than  down  came  the  snow;  antl  now  they  say — 
1.'.,  the  Afghan  Commissioner  says — tiiat  not  only  are  the 
]>asses  blocked  with  snow,  but  that  neither  man  nor  benst 
could  endure  the  severe  cold  of  the  altitude  at  whicii  tliese 
firs  or  |»ines  gn)w.  Had  this  project  Ikjcu  carried  out,  tlie 
logs  were  to  have  l)een  either  dragged  to  Manicliak  by  camels, 
nr  floated  down  the  Murghab.  Having  procured  the  timber, 
Ca))tain  Vale  was  then  to  have  gone  to  Marucliak  and  repaired 
the  l»rnki'n  bridge  in  acconlance  with  Captain  Pcacocke's 
plans.  This  bridge  was  intended  for  the  imssage  of  the  Gen- 
eral's  party  on  its  way  to  Sarakhs.  The  Murghab  is  liable  to 
IIockIs  later  on,  after  rain  and  snow,  csjiecially  in  the  early 
•**pring.  Had  Captain  Yate  gone  to  Kadis,  I  shotdd  ha\'e  ac- 
cfjuijianied  liiin,  as  would  alwi  a  native  surveyor.  It  is  to  be 
regrette<l  that  we  couM  not  go,  as  the  Firuzkuhi  country  has 
uever  been  visited  by  a  European,  and  l)oth  the  Foreign  Office 
^ud  the  Intelligence  branch,  as  well  m  the  Sur%'ey  depart- 
'"cut,  are  de.sijous  of  obtaining  some  infonuation  about  tliis 
^^'^^"^  and  their  countrv. 

P 
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Similarlf.  lh«  l'an>lch  iwrtj-.  cmuutine  n(  Coloiie)  Ru1|.ih 
war.  Hajm  Iks  aiHl  Mriklvjohn,  Ca|Miii  MaitUiMl,  IH 
4hrpn,  bikI  m)wlf  (l^^  Iwlun  I  «Wt«cl  to  f:n  to  lOtdii  in  pre- 
fnmccX  witioh  nlmuM  lwv«  ■uitnl  on  iha  5th  iuUnt.  having 
lifcn  tklay «l  a  few  lUfi  )>}r  tba  unpfT>|>itiooi  itata  of  tha  wm- 
thrt,  will  ptitlMliljr  now  nc4  |tn  at  alL  Aa  far  aa  bajinti 
rarpru.  jcwelliiy,  amt  otlwr  Turkoman  pralticta  ipca,  w«  art 
all  lijr  thia  time  prvlijr  well  fitted  out  with  ib«m.  Er«rr  lUy 
a  nnnber  of  Tnrkoniana  enter  camp  with  a  cmipct  or  wvvral 
<4hrT  article*  (•«  which  itte  Itrilnti  ia  kimwn  lo  haw  a 
hanLrrini;,  alrapprO  m  U-himl  thetr  MMhtlr*.  Thia  nr  that 
lltpy  acll,  awl  "IT  tliejr  |^  \mck  to  I'anjik-h  a^ain.  Thejr  travel 
li;:lit  aiiparrnlljr,  with  nnthinft  Iml  tlie  chitltea  thejr  wcnr,  a 
aailille  aixl  lihilk,  ami  a  trille  nf  (nral  fiw  tliemaelrea  and  tlieir 
lf#<r«.  I  wu  much  cilitwil  tlie  iillter  <Uj  Iit  tlie  acronnt 
•^\m  me  hy  one  of  njr  tycm  of  a  Turk<>man  lw>n>e  lirnu|:ht 
into  ramp  for  mIc.  After  *ev«ral  laudal'iry  muimeiita  on  llw 
hri;:hl,  diape,  nimI  action  M  tl»c  animal,  he  aiMnI— ~ ami  from 
lite  day  'if  iia  liirth  it  ha*  la-en  ft^l  nn  nothing  Iwt  Jmmdmt' 
uik**  *  I  lirlirve  thai  tlie  Turkomana  were  in  the  liaint  of 
trivinf!  thrir  Imnra  ^hmJU  fat  wh«^  in  trainin^i  lor  or  on  n 
rawL  I  have  alwi  Iwant  that  kmr*t  (drieil  ami  comlenao) 
mnit.  a  kimi  of  aour  nnU  much  omatimeil  hy  iIm  people  of 
IVr^,  Aft,*hani«tan,  ami  Central  Aaia)  ia  {.nren  hy  the  Tnrko- 
mana  to  iln-ir  Ikww*  wimi  thej  have  antra  hard  work  l«fera 
ihcM.  t'rrtaia  it  ia  lliat  l-mr*l  ia  aliuoal  if  not  tha  oalr 
thinj;  lltat  will  remler  imprrre|4il4a  tlie  nnplraint  iMte  nf 
•ah  m  lir*rki*h  water.  Stajr !  Thara  ia  o«a  i4her  thins,  and 
that  i*  a  ktmI  tlitnC 

It  ia  a  WfiwferfMlljr  nent  ramp,  ilii<  rtt  onm  Uwring  oat 
frf  the  i|tw«KNi  tlie  nivalij  amt  infantrjr  Ium*  and  tha  olHccn' 
^■artera,  which  noRht  tu  \m.  it  thaj  are  w4  (and  I  dn  not 
Wartala  to  mj  tliat  thejr  ai«t.  mmleU  of  nantnaaa  and  order, 
lat  aa  paaa  on  to  tlw  trBn*|B>n  linea  and  the  iinainiaaaiiai 
"l^ilown.'  t«ok  at  tha  wulea  arran^  in  linaa  nf  prrfrrt 
raE^lnntJ.  ■  MMdel  in  point  of  claanlinaaa  lo  ujr  |m*nU 
MaUa  in  cninpL.     For  andi  aaiaMl  a  m 
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bccti  constructcil,  and  tlio  pack-saddles  and  gear  of  each  two 
or  quartet  of  mules  carefully  wrapi)od  up  in  a  stout  tarpaulin 
tlmt  (IcHos  min  and  snow,  stand  each  in  front  of  the  string  to 
Nvliicli  they  belong.    Then  cross  tlie  rood  and  look  at  tlie 
commissariat  stores  piled  on  platforms  surrounded  by  a  ditdi, 
niul  covered  with  taqmulins.     Itain  and  snow  will  aflfect  tliem 
little.      Ivoimd  the  platforms  are  arrangeil  in  symmetrical 
rows  the  tents  and  kibitkas  of  the  warrant  ofticcrs,  sergeants, 
habits,  artisans,  and  coolies,  the  whole  being  girt  with  a  wall 
and  ditch.     By  the  by,  our  long-ex]iecte4l   caravans  from 
Mashhad  have  arriveil.     Khan  Ikilxi  Klian,  one  of  the  nati\'e 
affffchtfs,  was  sent  there  from  Kuhsan  tm  the  24tli  November 
last.     Ap])arently  he  finds  life  in  Mashhad-i-Mukaddas— Uie 
scone  of  martyrdom  and  burial-place  of  Imam  Keza,  the  pn>- 
viiH  ial  capital  of  North-]*^stcm  Persia,  and  an  important  social 
and  coiniiiorcial  centre — more  seductive  tiian  the  rigid  routine 
of  oanip-life.    On  the  Sth  some  200  mules  arrive<l,  and  yester- 
day ahoiit  100  camels.      Tea,  {MUatocs,  charcoal,  and  warm 
clothing  are  the  i)rinci]ial  contents.    Of  tlie  two  last,  if  we  are 
to  have  more  than  32"*  of  frast,  we,  or  nit  her  our  followers, 
cannot  have  too  much.     As  for  the  ]>otatoe8,  long  depriva- 
tion of  that  luxury  has  made  us  all  Irishmen  on  that  point; 
and  as  for  those  who  are  genuine  natives  of  the  Emerald  Isle, 
not  the  name  of  shamrock  or  |M>teen  couhl  sound  8weeU*r  in 
their  cars  than  tl(»i's  now  the  wonl  "pratie."     I  hear  also  a 
rumour  current  that  the  first  consigmncnt  of  the  potiht%n$  pre- 
pared at  Kabul,  and  sent  by  the  Amir  as  a  gift  to  the  CVun- 
niission,  has  arrived.     Anyhow,  I  s*»c  the  guanls  of  the  20th 
Tanjab  Infantry  attired  in  j>oshtins,  the  softnes.H  of  the  skin 
of  which,  ami  the  silkiness  and  length  of  the  hair,  attest  tn 
their  excellent  (jnality. 

Passing  from  the  connnissariat,  we  enter  the  precincts  of 
the  hospitals,  civil  and  militar}'.  Nothing  c«ndd  lie  smi;9:i*r 
than  the  kMktts  of  the  sick.  It  is  cany  to  regulate  tlie  teni- 
]>erature  in  them.  1  have,  indee<l,  hcanl  one  or  two  oflicert 
domiciled  in  these  nomad  dwellings  complain  of  leakage  from 
the  roof.  Such  is  not,  however,  the  case  with  tlie  hospital 
kilntkan,  whose  numdahs  arc  too  solid  and  carefullj  ammged 
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lA  atlinit  a  Am\t  of  water.  Ilat  what  an  Umaa  two  kMikat 
orar  there,  iMlaU<l  aiiil  unnvaikil  hy  a  fonr-fMt  wall  1 
Tb«7  enfMtilnta  the  'frtnale  ward'  n(  th«  DnU  UNrshah 
dril  hoapital.  The  dril  tatKeon  t«IU  ine  he  haa  a  in«at 
nRtnl«r  aI  female  fMlienU,  and  vrry  craii>fal  tltejr  teem  to  l« 
ffv  Ilia  aUentinn  to  theiii.  I  Iiat-e  nm,  howerer,  jret  IteanI 
thai  he  ha*  fmind  aajr  iwrnpanta  |nr  tlte  'fetnak>  wan).' 
HappMinjt  U»e  lailf  betarlf  b>  !«  wiltint;.  her  nUlirei  wiwM 
<leaiRf.  It  will  Uke  tiine  (a  iniltate.  halwtitate,  awl  revaBctte 
the  inmmeIkO  mimi  nf  the  Tnritniuan  and  Hialur  Aiuab  to 
ancb  an  anwimieil  dUpUr  nf  cwnMenca  la  tJieir  wtNMWkiwl. 
and  tA  aniift  In  litem  unrh  an  anheanl-of  defirea  of  fraadoB. 
T1»e  Hlen  nf  nne  Af  ilN-ir  ladiea  UavinK  the  taniiljr  ctirla  and 
Itntnit  u<  live  under  the  lutelani*  awl  ran  of  the  kmkim  eaM  / 
—a  Rreat  ami  wiar  idijrwnan  no  ilnal4,  a  very  tnajticiaa  far 
•kill.  ImH  jnttnu.  Im  ymng.  aiul  tnn  ;pnl-laolcinil.  Umnim. 
what  wamM  iltejr  <ln  wilhont  lite  w-imra  of  tU-Jr  hunaelidUa  F 
It  if  the  vimien  wlm  do  all  the  dm<l;:tr7^«lin  Make  Imad. 
atMl  rarry  wkaiI  and  wslrr.  who  aptn  and  weare,  and.  with  the 
aul  o/  llx-ir  lui;  lenvimu  •Itrep-tk^*,  ptidect  llie  villaiie  while 
lite  wm  are  itkait-hin;;,  MiwinK.  o"'!  ■•'ndins  tlteir  hrnla.  In 
lite  tirti  ien  dav*  nf  Jainianr.  I>r  <>wvii  liaa  haal  al«Mt  SOO 
|Mltrut«.  imallj  nuiiliair.  Iiat  a  i^ibhI  titan j-  iif  ihe  wen  have  n- 
waincd  a*  iwtm-r  (witeuia.  Tlte  llnii*li  Cmwwtiwtoner  haa,  I 
hear.  win«l  to  bmthia  tnr  a  M|<|>ly  ut  a  iwkI;  diarAvnvd  anga- 
thrtir  ivllml  '  roraine."  Tttw  dni;:  )»!»;:  raUMl  or  pniMail 
a«rr  any  |Mrt  imalncva  inaenMlalitjr  In  |«iii  withn«t  any  at 
tlw  «n|4eBa*ni  aller-eflirct*  <>f  ntlter  awotlictiea  nr  aafontoL 
Wrth  anrh  an  inatnuieiit  ai  bw  omwaml,  the  fawa  of  onr 
i«hai  MiltA  wdl  aaMirrilly  W  wiihunt  nial  in  the  iHiaaL 

TItrfv  teemt  In  Ir  liiilr  «t  nn  diflrrMKa  in  tlw  kafatla  awl 
wanner  of  lit-inft  of  the  Tarkoaana  and  ttw  CIbUmt  AwMk. 
TlHtr  honMa  an>  the  nnte.  and  thetr  ttjie  of  dreaa  tdenticnL 
We  ban  alnaalj  tnt  aotncthini:  of  lite  Jnwdiiitis  awl  llaMiaa 
wltfnwe  paaw«lthrea|tkKlituJik  anJKakb-i-uaK.  Uoraenr, 
w«  a  lew  travrllan  bare  alrvadjr  t  Miad  awl  wnitnt  of  tltaiL 
Wiib  tai^  howvrer.  to  iIm  deaUt  of  Kbaa  Afft.  iIm  lain 
elnaf  of  the  btaMT,  iJwf*  aeaMi  lo  \m  wrcnl  nrn 
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I  have,  for  instance,  hearil  it  statc<l  tliat  lie,  in  conjunction 
with  other  chiefs  of  the  Herat  province,  some  of  Af^lian  ami 
otliers  of  Persian  race,  conspired  to  overthrow  Ayub  Kliau. 
The  latter  ut  the  head  of  his  own  trou])fl  met  Uie  oonspiraton 
near  Ghorian,  close  to  tlie  ^^round  on  which  tho  Af;;luin  escort 
was  reviewed  by  Colonel  liid^uway,  and  defcntin^;  thoin,  took 
Kliun  Aga  prisoner,  and  snbseciuently  pnt  him  to  cicnth  at 
Herat.  Tlie  true  story  of  liis  murder,  however,  would  ap])oar 
to  lie  this:  In  1880,  Khan  A^^a  was  at  Kabul,  ami  accniu- 
paniod  General  Kolterts  on  his  march  to  Kandahar  in  August 
of  that  year.  Aynh  Khan,  defeated  by  Itoberts,  tied  to  Itermt 
Khan  A«;a  re]Niiri*d  to  his  own  trilie  (Jamsliidi),  and  then 
coininenced  intripiin*^  a<(ainst  Aynb  Khan  anion;:  the  otlier 
tril>os  of  tho  (linhar  Ainiak.  While  thus  occupied,  lie  wrm 
seized  by  Faiz  Molianinied  Khan  and  Moliammed  i^dik 
Klinn,  chiefs  of  the  Tidnk  and  Ta^^ao  Ishlnn  sections  of  the 
Taiinnni  tril)e,  taken  to  Herat,  and  hauiled  over  to  Ayiib 
Khnn,  by  whose  onlor  ht^  was  pnt  to  tleath. 

Of  the  Tainianis  less  is  known  than  of  the  other  three  trilies 
of  the  Chahnr  Ainiak.  They  are  settled  at  and  around  the 
liead-waters  of  the  Farah  Kud,  and  their  lN>undanes  may  lie 
rou^^'hly  laid  <lown  as, — un  ihe  nortli,  the  Hari  Itud;  on  the 
east,  the  Ha/arajat  and  Zaniindawar;  on  the  south  ami  we««t, 
the  road  from  Girishk  throu<^'h  Farah  to  Herat  Acconliii;; 
to  such  infonaation  as  eould  1n^  withered,  the  country  of  the 
Taiuianis  is  inlinbitcd  by  a1>out  10,000  families  of  Taimaniii, 
and  4000  to  r>000  fainibes  of  Tajiks  and  Mu^diak.  Tlie 
names  of  tlic  ndin^  eliiefs  and  the  estimated  numliers  of  tlieir 
adherents  arc  as  follows:  (1.)  Sanlar  Ambiya  Khan,  chief 
of  the  (iliorat,  alM>iit  8000  families,  of  whom  nearly  half  are 
Tajiks  an<l  Mu^'hals.  (2.)  A;;a  Kahmdal,  chief  of  Slialirak, 
al)out  2000  families  of  Tainianis.  (3.)  Sultan  Moiiaramcd 
Kliau,  chief  of  tho  districts  of  Farsi  ami  ('hadnid,  about  2000 
Taimani  families.  (4.)  Faiz  Mohannned  Khan,  chief  of  Tulak, 
al)out  1500  Taimani  families.  ('>.)  Mohammed  Sadik  Kliaii, 
chief  of  Ta^'ao  Ishlan,  altout  1000  families  (Taimania).  It  is 
estimated  that  the  Taimani  chiefs  could,  if  they  combined 
their  forces,  put  about  10,000  horsemen  in  tho  field.    In  eati- 
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■Mlins  ilw  flKloin);  power  of  *11  ihcw  trilwa,  it  ii  nulMaaij' 
ft  Kckoa  naif  t)t«  Itoracmen.  jituinurli  u  Utejr  fttone  an 
knthhle  fnr  Krvk«  mil  n(  llidr  own  oxiiilry.  Ko  ilimbt 
ervrjr  alile-Ualie)!  nian  wou]<l  bkI  in  ilefcnc*  ot  Itia  ovn  vil- 
lafT :  and  if  rvtr  Uw  llritiih  (lovrrnmcnt  were  tn  dwira  to 
drill  ami  <liK-)|>liiir  tr\'tca  fmm  the  Aimak  tri>K«,  Otty  wnaU 
IwnhaMy  fiml  tltmi  exrallenl  mat^riaL  The  Ftnuknhia  hav* 
IIh?  rr|ialaltnn  nf  liriii;;  the  Imircat  of  tlte  Ainuka.  Itjr  iba 
wotxl  Aiiuak  ii  lipkl  (n  1«  expraweal  armi-iaittnral,  aerai-asri* 
mllnfal  ttilico,  ^^-nrrally  <if  I't-niaa  nrifon,  anil  opeakitig  IVfv 
■Mil,  ami  nf  ihe  Sunni  fnilk  Tlie  term  AJnutk  ia  newt 
a|>|*ti»t  In  TurkHnuin*.  tliouj;!)  I  liave  lirani  it  a|)|ilicil  to 
»i<iMil  Af;,'liana.  Antl  yet  it  l<jr  no  mmna  mrtiwaril/  in- 
plira  ikiiiuh),  iltnnsh  mniiiiiMiU  H|t)iliiil  In  inniuiU.  Nettlier 
iW  (luiliar  Atiiink  nf  ilw  llrnl  jintvinrv  (•lainaliiilia,  llaa- 
ara«.  Kinttkuliii,  ami  Taiiitani*),  m-r  tlie  TaJmuria  <>f  Kliaf  in 
IVr«ta,arr  nntnarlt.  ilmiisfi  iIh-j  cltanffB  llicir  ilwellinc-iilac* 
Iftrnt  tiiiir  to  liiiie.  AltlKwt^d  tlip  iMltertat  enntitj  anil  enn- 
tinnal  (rail*  riiat  1q4«««n  tlie  arveml  Aimak  tril<ea  ami  aec- 
tintw.  tlirre  i*  a  rertain  limtlterlKnl  liimlin;;  tlirra  t«KetJi«r 
B^^ina  tlvir  ramimin  f'M«.  lite  Afi:tuin  ami  lite  TarkotMan. 

lint  t<>  tHam  to  tlte  Taimania.  Tlieir  minlrjr  ia  a  vi/fAnyi 
<if  ar»l  utnuntain,  iMrren  >lr|>|ie.  ami  here  ami  tlierv  irnm 
raliitaleil  vatlrya  ami  |«(rlie«  of  mhI.  U'alfr  ia  fairif  almn- 
■lanL  TW  taltrji  are  nartnw,  ami  o>mn|amtly  not  nrj 
|irn|artive.  Tlte  rlnaate  ia  m  wine  |iarta  wltiy  in  anmmer 
ami  mikl  in  vinter,  ami  in  <4ltera  eraj  in  aauuaer  ami  latlari/ 
cnl>l  in  winter.  In  many  [tarta  <>f  lite  otnntrjr  niin*  nf  Mmm 
ami  licirk  Imiklin^  trarea  of  an  oarttrr  and  higher  drill- 
Mimn,  are  |i>  Im  wvn.  ('tmaHlerin;;.' Itrawe^er,  that  th«  djra- 
aatx  of  filtnr.  wliirli  weeeedwl  tlte  tiltaiMariiU  djmntty  an 
(«M^nme«  ot  India,  emanatdl  tnNn  theaa  |»tta.  that  ia  aot 
wriwiaine. 

TW  Kiratknhi  lemtnr;  ia  Uiumled  <i«i  the  m<rth  bj  the 
TWt«m)-i-T«rkiMan,  on  the  cmt  Uf  iha  HasatB>U.  na  the 
aB«lh  t7  iha  Hari  Rnd  and  )*mM  Knh.  ami  an  the  waal  by 
the  Hwaa  o(  Kalah-i>mui.  Thia  tril«  ia  dirideil  iato  ihnt 
pi«i|>nl  atctteM  amlar  thn*  diflimt  eluali,  ami  iwmfiaa 
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three  separate  districts.  One  faction,  uumbering  some  2500 
families,  under  Sayad  Molmnnncd  Khan,  is  settlccl  at  and 
near  Khwaja  Chisht  on  tlie  Hari  Ilud.  Tlie  second,  under 
l>ahraia  Klian,  estimated  at  1500  to  2000  families,  occupies 
the  wcsteni  districts,  Kadis,  Bala  Muighnb,  &c  The  third, 
under  Fnthullah  IWg  (an  Achakzai  by  descent,  wliose  abOities 
liave  raised  him  to  his  present  influential  position^  comprises 
those  Firuzkuhis  wlio  dwell  in  tlic  eastern  ^lart  of  the  Finiz- 
kuhi  territor}',  about  Ta;:^o-i-kncha  and  Chaltar-tak,  and  in 
the  t'tiffros,  or  valleys,  on  the  rij^ht  l»ank  of  the  Mui);1iab  lie- 
tween  Kar.i  Jangal  and  the  I)arra>i-Sanvan.  Fatliullah  Ho*; 
is  now  at  Kabul.  Some  say  the  Amir  has  conferred  on  him 
the  title  of  Xizam-ud-ilaulah.  Anyhow  he  ap|)ears  to  lie  in 
favour  in  liijj:h  (juarters  now,  as  he  was  also  with  A}*ub  Khan 
in  1880-81.  His  son,  Niyaz  Khan,  othciates  as  chief  of  the 
eastern  Firuxkuliis  in  his  absence.  Two  hundre<l  and  fifty 
families*  have  latrly,  by  the  Amir's  onler, moved  frtmi  Tagiio- 
i-kncha  to  (iulran,  20  miles  north  of  the  IVand-i-chashnm-i-sabx, 
by  whiih  we  crossed  the  rai-o)iamisus  on  our  march  from  Kuh- 
snn  to  Khushk.  (tulran  is  repr^rtwl  to  1k3  a  most  fertile  spot, 
with  abundance  of  ;i<)od  water  and  excellent  soil.  It  is  also 
a  centnil  and  im]K)rtant  \>inn{,  in  that  there  conver^^e  almost 
all  the  roa<ls  of  lladkis,  whether  fnmi  the  north,  south,  enst» 
or  west.  It  is  a  ]»lace  jMissibly  with  a  future.  Tlie  Firuz- 
kuhis take  their  name  from  a  mountain  named  Firuzkuli, 
north-east  of  Teheran  near  1  )a ma vand,  whence  they  were  re- 
moved, it  is  said  by  Taimur  I-^in;^,  to  their  present  aUidc^, 
towanls  the  close  of  the  foiiiieenth  centur}'.  They  claim  to 
l>e  Kurds  ami  descendants  of  Zuhak.  Nadir  took  them  bock 
to  Firuzkiih ;  but  on  his  death  they  returned  in  increased 
numbers  to  the  country  they  now  iK?cupy.  Tliey  arc  now 
estimated  at  over  10,000  families,  and  they  can  put  3000 
horsemen  in  the  tiehl. 

In  adtlition  to  the  three  main  tlivisions  which  I  Imve  spoci- 
fietl  alx>ve,  there  are  said  to  l»e  Firuzkuhis  settled  in  Maimena, 
and  at  Handar,  50  miles  soutli  of  Maimcna,  and  some  also 

Wlien  the  CommiMion  wm  enc«niiie«l  «t  Oulrmo  In  Maroli  1896, 
^M  to  b«  Meu  or  heard  of  theae  260  fminilie-. 
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awajr  at  Italkli  with  Rftidu  UohBmmed  ]m  Khan.  Th«  M- 
Inwcn  o(  KathnlUh  IteR  an  RBnmUjr  known  aa  the  ZaU 
hakim ;  >wt  tliu  ia  raiUj  onlr  the  name  o(  ao«  of  the  targeat 
vt  the  uauj  afclinna  <if  ()m>  Finiikuhia.  A  nnilar  remark 
a|>|<)in  to  the  name  2ai-mura(l  given  to  Raliram  Khan'a  a<t- 
hrrentft.  Ai  ClMharOak.  on  the  Uarjihah.  anine  80  milee 
ai<t  f4  itala  klnrchali.  500  or  600  (amilii-a  nf  T^iiha  are 
■rttM.  ami  an  aalherrata  nt  KathulUlt  lies;  whibi  in  Iiam< 
i-ltam  are  arltM  manj  (ihiini  nnnaiU  (Umauaia),  who  ac- 
k»a«lr>);:e  tlie  rule  n(  Itahram  Khan.  Daring  tite  hi*t  ten 
or  twelve  jeara.  if  nnt  nmre.  >'alhnllah  lint  «nil  llahram 
Khan  have  lieen  al  enmJIv ;  ami  the  laller,  fmn  hi«  pmilifei 
nn  the  Ifaaam  hxrtWr,  luu  fnuitil  It  pnlitk  bi  )«  im  (rieiHtlr 
terma  witli  the  llatan*.  <'>ini>e<|neiillr.  in  (Iw  not  unfre- 
(|nent  frava  helwtvn  ihr  Ifannw  anil  Kiruaknhia,  Ikhnm 
Khan  haa  •hM  with  the  t-vnter.  N  even  Mew,  Fathulbh  neg 
ha*  ;:enefall]r  mana^ml  w  iiAA  hi*  own.  Thetr  ia  amKher 
amatl  farlinn  nl  aaue  VM  famjlie*  «hn  f<4>nw  llie  fiwtunea 
c4  ime  Mirra  Mahmnd,  wlwiae  lirotlHT  Kathullah  He^  killed  a 
p"«l  manj  vfarm  agn.  The  laller  rrKlraivNin'il  to  wii»  ont 
thr  l4oni|-fmi|  hj  ^nviiig  Mim  Mahmth)  hta  ilauKlitrr  in 
kMrna;.'e.  Kvra  ihi*.  Intwe^-rr.  lia*  laitnl  to  enlirrlj^  ohliter- 
Bte  the  m«-mnrT  f>f  iltr  '<n;,'tnal  mmei  ami  »(  late  Miisi 
Uahmml.  iiLlnMl  .if  a«i*lit.;:  I.lhullah  Kef.  Im*  ailo|4(tl  a 
BTMtral  allitmlf.  I^wm  fiwr  In  Kve  yrar*  a;:n  Kalhrllah  fWg 
ami  llahnm  Khan,  tau-knl  If  the  Iloiani*.  were  en  the  ]<iaii»i 
>J  ttmumnntiji  hnatihlti-a.  Ajrah  Khan,  «ho  waa  iInmi  jaat 
aUmt  la  Mart  on  iha  esf«oltti«w  whtrh  tvMllerl  in  (he  miaar- 
a14c  •baaairf  t4  Mainaml  ami  the  -roe  M  Kamlahar,  frit  that 
it  waa  nna<hi«l4*  |»  b«ve  the  tnlwa  in  hi*  rear  in  a  MaU  of 
ariira  warfare.  Me  armnhnglj  m-nt  Vabntnali  Khan,  tha 
feeaeni  ehief  nf  tlie  Jamvhuli*  (Arnh  hml  nnt  )^  alWnatail 
Iha  JamUiMlia  bjr  ihe  wnrtlrr  <>f  Klian  A;^),  U  Unirfinr  le 
mediaic  bHwcm  the  iwe  tntwa.  ami  ao  awrcetM  in  averting 
aa  apes  oathceak  t«twN«  ihc«n.  The  iwimaiy  eanae  of  en* 
miHf  between  llahram  Klaui  ami  Kaihnllah  ia  aanl  tn  U** 
iMan  tha  (en|>iacnl  ahlnrtton  of  mrh  elhcr'a  wii«a.  U  ia  le 
ha  hafad  that  in  tha  inlereat  e(  mncaHiy  tkaaa  tw«  tmUaa  ban 
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obtained  a  formal  divorce  from  their  first  htisbanda.  It  is  to 
be  feared,  however,  that  this  mutual  exclian^  did  not  please 
nil  parties.  It  cannot  have  been  a  fair  exchange.  One  or 
the  other  got  the  best  of  the  bargain,  depend  upon  it  For 
they  have  ever  since  been  at  enmity,  and  on  several  occasions 
this  passive  enmity  has  broken  out  into  active  warfare.  Now, 
had  tliese  two  modem  Helens  been  e^iually  lovely  and  attrac- 
tive, it  is  not  improltabic  that  those  two  followers  in  the  steps 
of  Paris  would  either  have  agreed  that "  exchange  is  no  n>b- 
l)ery  "  or  have  settled  tlie  feud  by  clianging  back  again.  N«» : 
my  iningination  pictures  one  of  these  ladies  as  fair  to  see  and 
in  the  heyday  of  youth  and  Ix^auty;  and  the  other  in  the 
aiituiiui,  perhaps  in  the  winter,  of  life.  Tliink  of  tlic  incon- 
solable grief  oi  the  husband  liereavwl  of  his  Iteautcuus  bride, 
and  saddled  with  an  old  harridan ;  and  conceive  the  fiendish 
joy  of  tlie  other,  uidiurdened  of  wrinkled  old  age  and  the 
proud  cajUor  of  his  foe's  favourite  wife !  What  a  tlienie  for  a 
dramatic  jhxiu  !  Will  no  one  arise  and  write  a  Firuzkuhiad  ? 
Some  fifteen  miles  from  camp  is  a  s]M»t  calletl  the  DarlNind- 
i-kilrikhta.  Here  the  spurs,  on  l»oth  sides  steep  and  rocky, 
nni  down  to  the  edge  of  the  Murghab.  The  ruins  of  a  solid 
St  (me  wall  carried  on  either  side  along  these  spurs  and  into 
the  river,  nmy  still  l)c  seen.  It  may  have  licen  built  as  a 
defence  against  Turkomans.  Ihit  legentl  says  that  the  lovely 
daughter  of  the  chief  of  s<mie  neighliouring  tril*  prcmiiseil  her 
hand  in  marriage  lo  that  one  of  her  w<MH?rM  who  oaild  dam 
the  Murghab.  One  of  them,  Mohammad  Hanifa,  more  de- 
tonuined  or  more  madly  in  love  than  tlic  rest,  essayetl  aiMl 
succeeded.  The  fickle  fair  one,  incitcil  bv  an  aversion  for 
matrimony,  not  usual  with  K^autiful  women,  having  fulfilleil 
her  promise  so  far  as  to  go  through  with  the  marriage  «*re- 
mony,  straightway  sought  the  shelter,  not  of  her  huslmnd  s, 
but  her  father's  house.  The  unfortunate  husliand  in  despair 
drowned  his  sorrows — not  in  drink — but  in  the  waters  of  the 
Murghab. 

Tlie  jYOsscssion  of  the  IJala  Murghab  \'alley  seems  within 
the  last  thirty  or  forty  years  never  to  iiave  re8t4jd  loiig 
>^*ith  the  same  tril)c.     In  turn  the  Hazaras,  Jamsliklia,  and 
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Flmktibu  1m^«  all  Kca|i«e«l  iL 
IncalUjr  mi  nfmaad  to  iba  rmida  of  Um  Su«k  TkrkoaMU 
■hoakl  haw  Iwen  »  ksenlr  cobUMmL  Iu  nil,  how«T«r,  ta 
wowferfulljr  pmlttctiro.  Kuw  all  thiw  tribes  ban  aoUk- 
MMta  at  llalii  Utit];lwls  awl  tlw  JaaialiMlii  tmith  with  tboir 
aid  loH  tlte  Karaka  Mar  Kanwulkliana,  wImmb  HttlnBeBU 
■ii«Bd  thn»rc  lo  Yalatan  ami  Katah  Wall,  and  in  anall  wun* 
baca  np  thr  Khwhk  valley,  and  for  paatotal  pnrpoaw  ertr 
Uadkk.  Tliej  naniber  aomc  TOOO  tarailiaa  (oxclnrivs  «f 
atHMt  4000  undn  Ituauan  ruk  at  YnlataaV  wmI  on  ^"B 
Mbdirid«.l  :— 


I.  KnkMi,                          {<lMaKWk.      .        .        .  t 

lllailrbl^ll.    ...  7 

t  H«-A       .         .            «. - 

I  lih»rMi>li..                   ;, - 

4.  IWra).                               a, — 

1.  Ak-lMh,      .        .            «. - 

The  .Sanik*.  aa  a  1"lr,  nwe  allrKiance  to  nn  mm  nan  ;  rack 
tnl*.  IwwrM-r,  and  nnh  koImhi  nr  talMoctinn,  acknuwlcdgM 
ll>e  kwk-nlii|>  ••(  "huc  im-iulirr  ol  tlw  tnlw,  MCtiiM,  ur  auW 
■rrtttai,  «lirtlH-f  lit*  int1um<«  Iw  due  ti>  limdilarjr  cUiM  or 
|vfwi«ud  ihUmmmv  anjiitml  liy  at-ilitjr  ami  Uavrrjr,  Thaf 
aUs  nn^w  tlH-  iiiriurtM-r  t4  c«'rtaia  ffli;:MMU  IcMlcta  known 
bjr  thr  tiik  ol  Hun  ami  KUItfa.  Tlw  (nlWwin;)  ara  mmM 
ol  ikc  RHitt  iitduciitial  tA  tlwir  th1«l.  aMlional,  and  RU|;ia«a 
rkieh:  Klvlifa  lUhman  Vrrdi.  Taj  Naur  lahaa,  Kan  Annn 
tiakb.  Ak  Midianowd  KUti.  Moham»»l  I'Mnan  Khan  Uim- 
kaaki.  Su<  Khan.  Karaja  Klian. 

In  tiNM  of  any  grrat  navrj^ntcj,  inrli  aa  a  war,  in  wlucfa 
tJia  vbnla  ol  Ihr  Kanaka  ara  invidvctl,  ttw  aapmne  fatwar  i* 
lif  anit-efaa)  nr  irmrnl  mnwnt  vialn)  in  ooa  or  tarn  peraoiM 
ohoaa  iTputaltiMi  h«  tuilitary  tktil.  vakitir.  ami  la^TKity  aiamla 
b>shML  TIm  atiora  nanml  am  among  lh«  nnwW  ol  tkoat 
nhnoa  tha  Mi  imuM  amvnl  km  tmm  I'a^^dah  ami  akw 
vkcir.wd  |«id  their  r«a|«cta  to  Um  Ikitiak  Cuwiwionat. 
TWa  wen  alnnt  130  in  alL     Opfnaunkr  wm  lakw  of  tki* 
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visit  to  present  each  of  them  with  some  small  token  of  the 
value  which  the  British  Government  placed  on  their  goodwill 
and  fricndhncss.  Hierc  is  every  reason  to  helieve  tliat,  at 
present  at  least,  the  Saniks  are  favourahly  disposed  to  tlie 
British  (tovemnient.  Of  their  aversion  to  Knssian  rule  tliere 
is  no  douht:  tlie  fact  that,  when  the  Tekkes  submitted  to 
Knssia,  the  Sariiks  promptly  sent  deputies  to  Herat  to  tender 
their  allegiance  to  the  Amir,  is  sufticient  proof  of  tliat.  I 
doubt  not  that  they  viewed  sucli  a  course  as  merely  the  choice 
of  two  evils.  Still,  as  they  naturally  chose  what  was  in  their 
eyes  the  least  of  the  two,  it  is  not  diflicult  to  sunuise  in  wluit 
light  they  regarded  the  greater  one. 

IMA  Jmmmmrg. 

Life  here  is  getting  a  little  momitonous.  We  are  tire^l  of 
rain,  snow,  fog,  fr«).st,  chills,  and  sitting  still.  We  actually 
hogin  to  miss  tlic  early  rising  and  the  marchhig,  the  toil  and 
turmoil,  hustle  and  wony.  We  wantinl  an  excitement.  We 
have  just  liatl  one.  A  tiger,  a  real — no,  not  a  live,  a  dead 
tigor  !  The  news  of  its  advent  spread  like  wildfire,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  hiafers  of  all  sorts — including,  I  must  neetis  om- 
fess,  many  of  niy  coinimtriots — ha<l  collected  round  the  door 
(»f  the  Coniinissiouer's  tent  to  sec  the  Central  Asian  tiger. 
Wonderful,  what  a  lot  of  itllcrs  there  arc  in  camp !  SigiM  of 
the  times! — riuitc  time  that  we  were  off  fnmi  liere.  It  is 
lovely  weatljer,  a  bright  clear  sun  and  a  genial  wmtherly 
breeze.  Why  stay  heret  Khuda  janr/ — which  meaucth, 
Cun\  knows !  Sonic  sav  the  Cabinets  in  I/mdnn  and  St  Peters- 
burg  cannot  agree  alnmt  the  zone  within  which  the  boundary 
is  to  Ikj  tixed,  and  tliat  tlie  Kussian  (Jovenmient  is  not  dis- 
l>osed  to  \k'  acconinifHlating  anent  the  ([Uestiou  of  withdrawal 
of  tlieir  out|K)sts  from  that  zone.  Other  spreaders  of  rumour 
say  that  General  Zelenoy  is  still  at  Tillis — nuiylie  sleighing,  to- 
bogganing, antl  otherwise  dis|M>rting  himself  as  Kussiaus  are 
wont  to  do  in  winter, — anything  but  thinking  of  lioundary 
settlements  ;  and  that  M.  Ix'ssar  is  at  St  Teterslmrg  deliver- 
ing lectures.  What  on  ?  I  shoidd  not  wonder  if  he  is  taking 
as  his  text  M.  Vandiery's  essays  cm  the  A.  B.  C.  in  tho 
*  National  Bcview,'  which,  it  cannot  Ihj  denied,  are  excellent 
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tcxt'lmdu  for  Iw^nnnen  in  the  Mljcct — utd  vtnlj.  nolr  !»■ 
pniMT*  wouM  acvriit  tlicni  m  i^wpeL  Itnt  BlNHit  that  liRvr, 
or  nllM-r  tign**:  il  wu  metuared  tml  (uonO  ta  be  8  feet 
3  iiM-lin  rpm)  Die  r«m  to  tlw  tip  u(  ibe  l«il — not  ■  l«il  mm 
fnr  ft  (rauike;  >>ttt  the  Uil  «u  an  oncaniiMnl/  hmj;  one. 
(M]ieT  nraunrciitpiil*  liiut  tlie  len;:tli  from  tip  of  Bme  t»  Rwt 
n|  uil  In  )«  4  ft-vt  0  incliM,  and  n|  llw  tail  W  inrhc*.  Hcifri)t 
■I  •houMrr*,  44  inclm.  Ttteno  lonti  taib  air.  1  am  l<4il, 
rhanKlvmric  ■•(  tlw  liill'tiKen.  Well,  one  can  pet  linil  vnn 
nf  kir>kinK  ai  ihc  hM  MiitkImIi  tip-r;  ami  nnnlly.  I>r  Aitriil- 
■>«  4-iirTivtt  it  olT.  ami  hi*  inynniibma  will  praaerre  il.  IM 
vlniJH'r  it*  ■iMlt^i)  t'Dtio'  will  ill  year*  In cnuie  keep  walrh bbiI 
w.ipI  in  (ipnrrnl  Ijintxirn'*  linll,  (ir  wIh-iIkt  it  will  l«  i-Mteit 
in  a  iun«rum  !'■  •nliiditen  (lie  ltriti*h  {Hiljic,  I  ranm4  mf ; 
|ir>laM]r  ilie  Utter.  TIktp  w  little  iloiiU  tltnt  I>t  Ailrlihm 
will  lake  K  aeml  \mk  Inmi  Niiftliem  AftHwiniXan  a  ralnaUe 
rKlto-tion  ol  liihU  ami  MHue  l<ni«t«.  Then  are  )>*»  •>(  ipina 
in  mi>i]<,  ami  liitaot  iiuii  wlm  lane  nn  'ijiiirtnnitjr  ctf  omtrilNt- 
in-j  to  iIk:  ailtanninent  <•(  tl>c  iL-i<-i>rc  n(  natural  lii«l»ry.  Mo 
thr  i-oHrrli-m  waii-a  a]wre  ■  *■  ninrli  ao,  imired,  tlwl  il  i*  now  . 
a  iwaitiY  n(  ibatU  wImi  l>inU  arv  wantnl  awl  wlutt  wt.  I 
Uiiuk  a  daily  Inillflin  <>f  '  Waniiol  the  uiMlrr-ntenlinmvtl  B|a<ri- 
MptiB,  itc.  *•■..*' paMcil  in  lite  ant^-rt-Hn.  mi)tlit  aimplif  j  Mallrr* 
— anlcM,  imli-«*l.  mtr  k-anieil  naliira)i*t  |>[^r<>ilnl  in  nains  jaw 
)«rakins  Ijilin  li-mw:  i*  ila-re  anyihinjt  im«e  jawdwvnkinc 
tkan  mnlieal  ami  ■rteniihi'  l^tin  t  What  a  jarp'"  >t  smMla 
Ivnile  llie  wririn;:*  i4  tlNt  Jnlmn  and  Anipmljui  a;^*:  I  am 
■nriifwit  to  Iml  tliai  no  nm-  in  ennip  ha*  a  cnpjr  ■•(  tiM  ancMMl 
vxtaMe  ••!  Nr  l''rvikTM-k  ( inkUnii-ra  '  KaMen*  IVfaia.'  cmi* 
tainms  Mr  Ittamirnnfa  Trp"n  on  Itw  lank  ami  l>«ai*.  and  I 
think planta, fd  the  mantrr  Intnramt  lir  the  r^Mtan  ami  IVao. 
Ildack  Umimkry  Oaniniminm.  If  thara  ia  a  enpj  in  cmi|k 
it  ia  not  where  noe  wnukl  mn>€  nataially  eipart  In  <ml  it 

It  ia  aa^l  iliat  ln(b  Cn|>i«el  Ht«wart  ami  Mr  llattwtt  aic 
om  llwir  way  lo  jnia  the  CoMMtimiMt  Ihil  no  on*  aaeaaa  la 
kavw  wbatliar  they  wdl  coMt  han  or  await  Omeral  LiMa. 
•bn'a  arrival  at  NarakhA  H'iw*»t.  no  aaa  votaa  to  know 
aaytlifaif.     Both  individnak  and  tiiwrarwiawta  oltea  dna  it 
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advisable  to  veil  tiieir  actions  in  niysteiy ;  hut  in  this  case  it 
is  inaction  that  is  mystified  If  Itussin  is  teniporisiii^,  would 
it  not  be  as  well  to  employ  our  leisure  moments  in  visiting; 
the  Poi-so- Af;(han  frontier  ?  Tlie  boundary  between  Persia  on 
one  side,  and  Boluchistnn  and  Afj^hanistan  on  the  oilier,  from 
tlio  IVrsiau  (iulf  a  little  west  of  Owadur  northward  to  tlie 
llandan  ranp^e,  was  surveyeil  and  more  or  U»ss  definitely  fixcil 
in  1871-72;  but  thence  northwanl  to  Sarakhs,  what  is  tlie 
lN)undary?  Frum  Itandan  to  Kafir  Kalali  the  lioumlary  i^ 
])robk>nmti('al,  1»ein;;  fomie<l  by  an  uiiinhahiteil  desert  callotl 
in  its  .southern  {Kirt  the  Dasht-i-Xnuniitl.  Tlie  llari  l%ud  is 
\isimlly  accepted  as  the  Imunilary  lietween  IVrsia  and  Afghani- 
stan from  Sarakhs  to  Katir  Kalah.  Jhit  there  are  indications 
that  this  is  luit  the  caso.*  llowcvor,  th«ise  wlio  take  an  interest 
in  tliis  question  may  ftinn  a  very  fair  idea  of  how  the  land  lies 
fnaa  Marvin's  'Mrrv'  and  Vandn'ry  h  recent  article  on  the 
Ayian  lk)nndary  (*onnnission  in  the  *  Xational  Keview.'  Any 
liUssian  pretensions  in  this  direftinn  have  as  little,  if  not  lesH, 
foundation  tluin  their  chiiins  on  Panjdeh  and  Ikulkis.  Tlic 
voluntary  submission  of  the  Sjiruks  of  Panjdeh  to  the  Amir; 
the  occupation  of  Ak-ta]>a,  Maruchak,  and  liala  Mui^hnh  hy 
Af^rhan  j;aiTisi>ns  ;  the  colonisation  of  the  Mnr;;hah  valley  hy 
Hazaras,  •lamshidis,  and  Firu/.kuhis — that  of  the  Khunhk  by 
the  Saruks,  and  of  (lulran  by  a  stronj^  section  of  the  Finiz* 
]i\x\xis^ — aiv  indications  unfavourable  t<i  ]!nssian  ambitions.  I 
see  a  rumour  in  the  pai»c*rs  that  the  Kus8iaii  (Government 
have  thou^dit  til  to  represent  to  the  llritiKh  Cal»inet  tliat  clio 
presence  of  our  hir;:i;  escort  is  protlucin;;  a  diHturbin;^  efl'ect 
aiuon^'  the  Turk(»nmns  and  TzlK^ks  under  their  rule.  This  is 
really  an  extraordinnry  faree.  And  what  diies  Kussia  supiMme 
is  tlie  iulhicnce  un  Tui  koinans  and  UxU'ks  under  Af^rlmn  rule 
t)f  the  i»rcsence  of  a  jiarrison  of  600  men  at  Sorakhs,  of  out- 

>  In  1884  hiu\  ]^Kt  h  Hu-MxilVrKinn  n«»uiMlAry  CuiiiiiiiiMtiiiti  wm  «ii|tl<i}*c«l  fai 
(letnnrvMiiiff  tho  norUirm  fniiiticr  of  IVn>iii  fmiii  Ui<«  (*Ai«|iiaii  at  llauMi  KttU 
lUy  to  HarAkiiM.  Whon  U-iivcHiiiK  in  Kl»«»mMMi  in  July  l^Sfi,  1  wm  gircs  tut 
uiulemtaiitl  th»t  tiin  <1cii>Arc*tioii  wiu  nliiuMt  oi>nii»l«teil  Uui  UkUely  a  IviUr 
lit  one  of  tlio  Iciuliug  UuKMliih  jounialu  utatctl  lUat  Uie  fnnitirr  brtwvra  Anhlui* 
1>«(1  and  HamkhM  wm  utill  un<lrnne<1.  It  in  exactly  in  that  <|uari0r  xWtX  Ra«4% 
U  int«reti««l  in  kcr|iiuf(  tlie  quaaticm  o|K>n. 
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pnata  m  VulalAR  mhI  Ihil-i-Klulun,  kml  «)i{n  in  tli>im'K  *U 
ovvr  Uw  plM«  f  ll<>wi>\'n,  it  wiralil  iiiiiimt  tliat  theao  cAvta 
at  iIm  Itiuaiaiw,  iMh  o|im  ami  amtrriuintl,  han  failed  to  pn>- 
dM«  aumd]*  lite  %nil»  UHt  Cluthu  Ainutk  even  a  litho  o(  tlw 
■iMaaiiiMa  tlul  tlxi  ailont  ptneaM  o(  a  mimII  llritiali  aaoon 
iwialurea  at  ^Iirrv,  nml  \vt\M\m,  Un).  Iwyoml  Uerv.  U  ia 
e\'iih-tit  tluit  ilic  fimtwr  at  fint  tij  uo  iumim  ckMrljr  nntlp^ 
Mini  tiM  pntrcfnl  clutntctrr  <•(  lliia  <'nuiini«w«,an>l  it  la  («nt» 
al>)<>  tlwt  tlH-y  atill  cnUntain  iIm  lilnt  tluU,  anittpr  or  latrr, 
ilMtv  will  l<r  an  •iI'mI  t'>  arm*,  tiuch  Miift  llteir  bulict,  llw 
■lliiwlf  •■(  tlirao  trila,-*  liiwanU  iha  llritwii  Cmumiaainn  ia 
<li¥iilc«llx  MiiaraclmT.  Tlwj  liavo  virlaallx  it<i;ivc<l  aw) 
«cli«M>H^I  llriliali  im»pa  M  tlK-ir  allita  ami  fricwita.  What 
■■H>fr  iIm  we  want  f 

Liti-  f<ir  lira  ]ia*t  wci-k  Imu  bcrii  unrvnitful.  NiithtiiK  tm 
ImivI  l>y  wnr  "t  •wnoiiK'nt  IhiI  iIh*  iM-ra*i»nal  |<arMit  ••(  the 
ni)<»<lljr  lliiniiiii;:  |>lra«*<inU  aiNt  ihe  wary  <lttrk,  Thr  fJicaa- 
aiil*  hen-  arv  Mxiuiimly  of  an  aiiiiiliiliiiina  aim-k-a.  Thtf 
h\t  aini>l<t  walcr-  i>n-p  watvr— «n<l  n>Ml  nti  nvik  or  lafta  iif 
era**.  TIm'iv  is  itnt  a  trt»  anjTwIirn,'  (nr  lltcM  to  mi<  '■«. 
ll»rr"irr,  lltej-  <an  iwiiit.  A  mrk-iJtnwnnl,  Um4  lijr  ikm  «<< 
(ienrtal  I^iiw>U-n'«  imrtjr  at  Marailiak,  ft'll  inln  Uh-  MNklU 
•4  tlv  Miin:lMli  (wWh  i*  40  lo  .'lO  )'anU  l<fn»il,  tlcrp^ «») 
■wiflt.  awain  In  llie  far  ■t<k\  p4  nut,  ami  rvnninj;  n|>  tha 
laink.  •li«a|iK«n'<l.  I  mw  a  hi-M  i|n  jirvt  iacljr  the  mmm  ikhift 
It  (Warn  witli  rtHiM<b>ral4p  Mmii.'tli  («hlMNif:k  it  h»A  at  IcmI 
a  1>r»krn  wm;;.  it  do  arirrr-r  iiijHfy),  auJ  na  nMrhiii)t  tlM 
Unk.  ran  n|>  it  intn  Um  januk  wilhoat  •iHiwing  the  a)i]thta* 
atjni  nf  (alit:«r. 

Tn-HMifToW  llin-r  iiff  fiXir  '4  »•  arv  <iff  fnr  a  lliic*  iMJt'  trip 
In  a  apit  IC  Mik-a  •ktwM  iIm  n\rt.  whn*.  it  U  m>l,  tin 
«rf]r  l<r«  |ilM««ant-«hoii(iii('  l«tw«r«  h««  aiMl  I'anjilcfc  la 
t»  Im  ipiL  It  ia  MW  itM-rv  thai  lite  tignaa  wu  alMt.  Xo 
aorh  lack,  I  fi-ar,  a*  oar  CHMiBf:  acmaa  aoMher.  Ami  evMi  it 
we  iImI.  Mr  hllM  Mi^l  nnt  \m  liamljr ,  ami  titeu  we  aiirht 
U  emlfT  the  painfM)  Beecaaitjr  of  tavinff  it  a  wide  botk— 
■■  b«her  wonb.  uf  Ivattnn  «  jwlirtMM,  ud.  let  it  be  bopad. 
■MMUrlr  miMt.  iJm  pace  t«  k«  ngwkleri  ij  dwattaeaa 
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over  which  wc  would  of  course  have  no  crttitml.  ]k»ide8 
shikar,  wo  hftvo  still  one  (»tlicr  but  niiher  oiic-Ri<le«l  (the  fun 
is  nil  with  the  seller)  diversion — nnnudy,  bciu<;  lleeccil  lij  tlie 
Turkoumn  nnd  his  middlemen.  Car)x.'ts  Imth  frum  Mcrv  aiMl 
rnujdeh,  jeweller}',  and  indifferent  horses  and  ponies,  luivc 
just  nl)out  hnd  their  day.  llut  the  Turkoninn  is  like  Mr 
]Mt  in  *  Put  Yourself  in  his  rince ' — vi*.,  ••  l«d  to  lieat.*'  One 
never  knows  when  ho  has  shot  his  Inst  ML  One  of  them 
turned  up  the  otiier  dny  with  nn  enormous  donkey.  Never 
«1id  I  see  n  1>i;:;;er — nnd  such  cars  I  2  fiH*t  3}  indies  from  tip 
to  tip;  I  nicnHure<l  them.  Tlie  fellow  iKwitively  nskeil  Its. 
80  for  this  donkey — nnd  rhnrj»ed  extm  for  the  eiirsl  It 
would  not  iuiprolmhly  have  won  the  donkey-rnce  in  our 
tji/mkhana  ;  hut  IN.  80  is  n  huig  price  for  a  qnat1ni|iod,  wlK*n 
the  n«1(l<'«l  money  is  nil  nnd  tlu*n^  nn?  no  hitteries.  If  this 
line  weather  continues,  our  secoiul  fftftnUutHH  day  will  cimie 
off  lifter  idl.  The  other  dny  we  luul  n  camel  shnni-fi«;hL  I 
say  slm)u-li;:ht,  l»eeause  thi»ir  numtlis  were  Keciirely  timl  u\k 
1  think  it  is  well  they  were  tied  up;  for  they  sIiowimI  a  most 
dctennined  intention  to  sjMiil  ench  other's  lieanty  and  |inMi- 
]H»cts  f«»r  life. 

There  is  not  a  sij^u  of  any  cn»jM!  sprin;;in*»  up  yet  in  Uits 
vallry.  The  snow,  Iniwever,  which  as  it  lies  an«l  melts  seems 
to  act  like  a  hothouse  to  the  ve;;c*taiion  1»eh»w  it,  hnn 
hron^^ht  out  Innulreils  (*i  yellow  cnK'Uses.  ThtjstJ  rain-lnndM 
only  )»r(Hluce  one  crop  every  year.  Much  c»f  their  fertility, 
it  would  seem,  is  caused  hy  the  snc»w,  which,  unlike  rain 
which  falls  nnd  Hows  away,  lies  and  melts  slowly,  at  once 
fertilisiii;^  the  soil  and  turning;  it  with  its  warm  coverin;;  into 
a  veritahle  hotlnid.  This  Iniin;;  so,  why  tlo  not  tlie  culti\'atinrs 
here  ]>lant  their  seed  in  the  enrly  winter,  so  tliat  it  may 
ppriii;^'  up  nfter  the  snowfall  ?  l*ossihly  tliey  fear  thai  n 
casual  si>i'll  of  very  sharp  fn>st,  sueh  as  we  had  ten  days 
a;^'o,  nii;,'ht  ruin  the  whole  cn»p.  We  have,  I  hoar,  luul  n 
tlircateninj»  of  ninu^^e  auicni;^  our  iiorses.  This,  however,  it 
not  to  l»o  nttrilnitcHl  to  the  qunlity  of  the  focMl  pven  to  thorn, 
hut  to  the  fact  thnt  the  Uirley  nnd  l>hoa$a  wliich  tlicy  oon* 
sunie  has  heen  hrou«;]it  into  camp  hy  mangy  catueU.     LnCa 
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of  tlM  ckiaeU  arc,  or  mrc,  atMOgf.  Ckwe  on  300  of  Umm 
hftt-«  BOW  Lccn  lurnw]  nlT.  Iwvinit  bwn  repboad  bgr  MtUMl 
ouaelii  that  Imvb  jiut  uriveH  fiua  UtuhluuL  It  wh  bopad 
tkat  cuaeU  wouM  ba  obtainctl  bera  for  a  leaa  nOa  than  lU.  3.^ 
ft>mniith ;  Imt  it  woakl  ac«m  that  iJm  aatira  mUitU  depatwl 
U»  Uaalihail  liaa  nther  found  iIm  marlcot  vnjr  hiflh,  or  baa 
■ot  cxetvtMil  on  belialf  of  UonntiMnt  thai  aatnlonaat  which 
MKMt  Urientala  diipUjr  in  atrikiim  a  lmT|tatn. 

titt  U«t  Irw  ikj*  rvmoan  of  a  mm-v  hava  Uca  va(n«l7 
flnaiins  atMMit  camp.  Dat  jvHrrd^j,  when  tha  tranaport 
tilhcrT  ■eiit  roan<)  a  circular  tnema.  callins  f<>r  indenia  for 
airTia;,T«  rf<i|«iivil  in  virw  t4  a  |HM«iI4a  mova,  tlw  «•  Ma, 
wItM-li  lirfiirr  hail  lirra  of  a  fliuuj.  airjr  tvstnn,  fa«|taa  l» 
aiHiinK'  a  taiitpMi-  alia|n.  TIm'  ftcnnml  o<M»aMWua  of  pnbUe 
n|<in)»n  in  ramp  fivnt  aa  iIm  pmlialila  data  of  thia  mnnwntona 
rvrnt  tli«>  8ih  iir  lIMh  |ir<>«intn.  ami  nor  dntinalion  M  tha 
banks  "I  Ote  Hari  KimI,  to  rnrh  which  wo  aliall  march 
•(rai;:ttl  arrnM  llaaiki*  hjr  tlia  rmtt*  eiplortd  bjr  Captain 
IVaoaka  in  I>m-m1irr.  Uarrhinft  frmn  Ittn  ti>  Uuwrhak, 
wc  crow  tKi*  river  ilirn-  (llic  oooo  |imjcrlrd  Uidj^  ia  no 
kinsrr  nconMarv,  aa  wi>  tliall  crua*  tiM  nvar  t^ncv  tlia  mtlu 
mC  ••!  llw  niiiunlain  >n"w«  awelU  it  t<>  Aood-lorvl:  if  a 
;:inl  fnrtl  ran  l«  ^Htnd  iimr  Karawnlklwna  Wf  iho  Uw- 
mnm  wdl  miM  liter* :  ('a)iiBiN  Yalo  atarta  lo-nxviow  to 
rumine  ami  repiift  on  all  tlic  (ovila  Iwtweni  here  and  Uam- 
chakK  ami  (oJkiwinji  ih*  W-fi  Unk  of  tin  Uartrlmb  to  the 
nnf^dmorifnl  of  Ikwd-i-Nadiri.  thence  torn  weatwaid  into 
the  Khnalik  >  alley.  I  aee  thai  tha  kloat  nMpa  ahnw  tha  mad 
frnM  lUla  Mun.'hab  to  I'anjdeh  m  followinff  iha  Mt  bnnk 
of  the  n«er  all  llw  «a*.  Now  it  ia  irao  that  f i  muriy  thia 
nad  daJ  riu« ;  bnt  «f  laU.  «imm  few  mdaa  bolow  Hala  Unr- 
Chah,  the  actino  of  (he  nr«r  hna  waahwl  awajr  ihe  aoil  nf  to 
tha  twy  fnot  iif  the  ataep  hilla  boMMlinic  Iho  rallar  on  iho 
mwtL  There  w,  I  hear,  a  tnck.  Meep  and  diAcnk,  rmaainn 
the  hilla  at  llw  point  when  Ihta  fanwh  in  Ihe  Wral  rond 

euau.     Ihu  anch  a  tnck  ia  Mt  anited  le  tha  x g~  of  tha 

<lBMniiiiinii  with  iia  tfnin  of  1300  wela.    FaUawin(  tha 
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Klmshk  valley  southward  to  Chanmn-i-bcd,  we  then  turn 
westward,  or  rather  south-westwanl,  to  Gulnui  (three  marches). 
It  will  be  i'uno  enough  for  us  to  move  forward  thence  to 
Sarnkhs  when  it  is  known  that  the  Kussian  Commission  is 
there  and  prepared  to  set  to  work.  All  our  heavy  camp- 
eijuipnge  will,  it  is  said,  1)C  sent  to  llerat,  until  our  sunimer- 
(i\iartei*s  are  tixeil  upon.  It  is  to  Ikj  hoped  we  do  not  summer 
in  the  neijihlnnirhooil.  Tlie  heat  ought  to  be  excessive.  We 
inarch  from  here  as  light  as  |xissihlc.  A  caravan  leaves  here 
in  a  few  days,  l»y  wliich  all  suiHiHluous  Iwggage  ami  stores 
will  l>e  sent  back  to  India.  It  will  take  us  ten  days  to  march 
from  here  to  (iulran.  As  only  one  day's  supplies  will  lie 
laid  in  ]>r(>bably  at  each  stage,  it  is  to  1>e  ho|)cd  that  no  heavy 
fall  of  rain  or  snow,  or  excessive  cold,  wrll  ham|)er  our  move- 
ments. The  sni»plies  for  our  march  as  far  as  the  Hari  Kud  will 
l>e  laid  out  by  the  Afghan  authorities  from  Khushk,  Herat, 
and  ]n()bably  in  part  fn)ni  Cihorian  an<l  Kuhsan,  from  which 
latter  i>lace  (Julran  is  only  distant  two  longish  marches — vis., 
Kidisan  to  Cliashina-i-sabz,  25  miles,  and  tlienoe  over  the 
Au-satid  Pass  to  (tnlran,  22  miles.  Gulran  is  an  ini)w>rtant 
centnd  ]>oint  in  ]>adkis,  on  which  most  of  the  ruads  in  that 
district  converge.  Captain  IVacocke  found  Saruk  nomads 
with  large  Hocks  settled  there. 

This  niarcli  across  Kadkis  lays  at  rest  the  question 
whether  or  nctt  that  ti*act  in  its  ]>resent  state  could  be  crosseil 
by  a  considerable  force  hanijHTed  witli  a  long  trans|)ort-train. 
It  is  known  tliat  the  roails  are  passable  fttr  all  arms,  and 
tliat  water,  thongh  often  more  brackish  than  sweet,  is  prix:ur- 
al»le  from  wells  and  springs.  In  olden  times  there  was  a 
good  caravan  -  route  from  rul-i-KIiatun  and  Nauruzaliad 
through  Kungrnali  and  (iulmn  to  the  Hari  ICud  valley  near 
(thorian.  In  fact  the  whole  of  Jiadkis  is  seamed  with 
practicable  tracks,  except  that  jwirt  lying  between  Ak-ralnt 
and  (unnbazli,  alx)nt  50  miles  west  of  ranjdeh.  Wlicn 
AlikhanolV  last  November  came  down  on  Tanjdeh,  he  pn»l>- 
nbly  crossed  from  Sarakhs  to  Yulalan,  and  then  came  up  the 
Murghab.  Tliere  seems  little  doubt  that  but  for  the  prompt 
action  of  the  Afghan  authorities  I'anjdeh  or  Ak-tapa  would 

Q 
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now  W,  u  ISil-i-Kliatun  u,  iIm  nto  ol  *  IIomuiii  outpcM. 
It  U  intleed  mhI  tlxt  wlten  Uto  ItrilUh  C«intninioner  tntchetl 
UmIiIuwI  at  the  end  of  Octolvr  UM,  a  nport  wm  then 
cnrmit  of  a  pmjceled  KiiHian  viait  to  I1inj<leb.  It  U 
periuja  flue  (o  lliU  arcident*!  inftmnnlMMi  tliat  Colond 
AliklianofT.  wlien  he  waa  ao  foilU  aa  to  nill  oa  the  Af^wit 
pmml  at  l^aiijilrh,  ImiI  (Im  ;:nod  (nrtune  |i>  final  hini  at 
hnine,  ami  tn  mivt  with  a  «ann  ihtmjjh  not  ■  ronlial  kcc|>- 
tii«.  At  iwnent,  ft  aMine,  tuiiplie*  are  |iracnnble  nowhen 
in  llaalki* ;  conaeqocnti)'  a  lorre  m<MmK  it  niuat  citlicr  hn\-« 
•«p|ilie*  Ui<l  oat  IwfufelMml  (<ir  it,  or  nrrf  then  with  it. 

Ai  far  aa  the  mwl  ii  cnnrcnml,  llm  ronio  ia  |>tvfenibU  to 
lliai  wlitrli  waa  fi>lloweil  Itj  Ctcnenl  iMtnaden  on  hia  tuarch 
(nmi  Sankh*  to  Kuh«tn.  Sacit  olntaclea  aa  llie  fukumnnr 
an>l  S(i>i  |*Ri«an  an  avnttlriL  Tlie  fart  i*.  tliat  to  march 
a  ran«HleniMr  \**\y  nl  ravalrjr  arrma  lUilkta  deioanda  the 
rlnnrat  pnaaiMc  hilnrlinn  iif  kit  ami  tand-«i|>pliea.  ((mmI  ntile 
(IT  jamj  lr«n<|-itt,  ami  ttw  |»roiuiiMi  of  nrrj-ini;  rooknl 
ralinvw;  ami  In  llteaeaii^  well -«r}:aiii<eil  Imtian  mvalry  rep- 
mmt  H  r<|<ial.  At  llic  MiDctiim*.  it  luuM  l>c  lentenlwml  that 
in  llie  «intrT  nHHilli*  lite  tevrritj  ol  (he  weatlier  nereaaitotea 
imia  aiitl  a  Iteavy  wri;;lit  ■•!  warm  rlMliini;  for  man  ami 
Imrw;  iImi  iIm-  mmk  an  mmklj^,  lira^jr.  aliiivfj.  awl  apt 
In  tv  1<(iirknl  lijr  tw>«tlrifl* ;  ami  iImI  Imliler  la  llten  at  il« 
trarmM.  ami  Mititrtituce  I>unc0  amkr  tl>e  anow,  K\perwnca 
and  hnl  rrpirt  pn  to  fftnt  that  fmoi  lite  l.'ith  l^«vint«r  to 
tiar  l.'>ih  Marrli  one- eann(«  l«uiiv<i|  tine  wnHherloriwndajra 
iKf^hrr  in  IWIkia.  ami  mn>«<)npntljr  a  UMtch  armw  it  at  tlMl 
»t«K«  winaWI  in^<ilte  luth  gTM  li«nl*hi|ia  aml;;n«l  dilKrahin, 
It  i*  nliviiMia  ilwt  m  Ect  irter  a  mairh  anthow  ia  fine  thins,  'ml 
to  arrive  at  tlic  rml  o(  a  luarrh  in  a  wcll-or|:uiianl  ami  eOi* 
«Mil  Mate  ia  amither.  U  at  the  rml  n<  anc^  a  march  half  the 
huncn  of  a  Ttvimcnt  were  Aer*  ifr  mhW  trrwi  espuawv  aad 
M«rt-ali(H,  wivtc  ia  Ilia  piin  t  What  ia  laiil  of  nivalrjr  ajifdin 
•<|MUy  to  a  haij  of  mnnnltBl  inlantry.  ImlccU,  now  that  it 
Imw  basM  aaerrtaiaed  that  there  ia  tlmMchont  Umlkia  aa  «!•• 
^■aM  water-ani^jr  available  or  enalj  capable  of  ilewlopaMni 
«t  iMervsla  within  the  eoMpMi  o(  a 
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is  no  reason  why  a  iKxly  of  infantry,  carrj'ing  its  owii  supplies, 
sbouUl  not  traverse  it  in  fair  weather.  An  infantry  ropiuent, 
equipped  on  the  same  scale  as  those  with  which  General  Phayrc 
proposed  (unfortunately  for  his  force,  General  Koberts  dis- 
]x>sed  otherwise)  to  relieve  Kandahar,  wouhl  answer  tlic  re- 
quirements of  the  case.  One  of  General  Phayro's  native 
regiments  (the  5th  Boml>ay  Native  Infantry)  on  that  occasion,  * 
notwithstanding  the  very  «,Teat  heat,  marched  from  Timl 
Chotiali  to  Kandahar  without  tents ;  nor  was  such  exp06ure 
attended  by  any  unusual  amount  of  sickness. 

These  remarks  have,  of  coui'se,  licen  niatlo  solely  witli  refer- 
ence to  the  mobile  power  and  jrfiifniqut  of  Indian  native 
cavalry  and  infantry.  The  march  of  Kuro^iean  cavalry  ami 
infantry  across  r>ndkis  wouM  Iw  attended  by  many  more 
(btticulties.  Tlic  march  of  this  Commission  must  not  1w  com- 
pared with  that  (if  troops  marcliing  under  the  conditions  I 
have  specified  alK)Vc.  We  sliall  find  all  our  supplies  stored 
in  readiness  for  our  use,  and  liave  neither  to  carry  nor  collect 
them.  It  may  Ikj  that  l»efore  Uadkis  iKX'omes  the  scene  of  war- 
like oi)crat ions,  settlements  of  the  Amirs  subjects  in  it  will, 
in  many  jdaces,  chanjje  its  now  dei>opulate<l  wihls  into  culti- 
vated fields.  Pastures  j;reen  there  always  have  lieen,  and 
always  will  be.  The  sword  of  the  <lreade<l  Turkoman  lias 
been  turned  into  a  ]>b>u;4hsharc ;  and  now  the  ancient  pros- 
jHTity  of  r»ndkis  and  the  valleys  of  tlic  Hari  IJud  and  the 
Mur^'hal) — of  which  the  ruins  of  towns  and  forts,  brid<^  and 
caravanserais,  canals  and  a«iueducts,  am  the  infallible  proofs 
—will  be  revivi'd.  It  app<Nnrs  that,  owinj;  to  scarcity  of  water, 
central  T.adkis  has  never  l>een  iKTuiancntly  settled  and 
cidtivated,  but  merely  temjwrarily  occujued  by  jio-^itoral  no- 
mads. The  wells  used  by  the  latter  are  said  to  be  fnim  1(K> 
to  ITiO  feet  deep. 

The  slan<,'bter  of  the  duck  and  ]>heasant  has  l)Ocn  goin;;  on 
much  as  usual.  Several  shoot in;j- parties  have  liccn  out  cither 
down  the  Murj^diab  towards  Manichak,  or  throup^h  the  hills  to 
the  valley  of  a  stream  which  runs  past  Chahar  Shamba  and 
Kalah  Wali,  and  falls  into  the  Murghab  at  Karawulkliaua. 
In  the  latter  valley,  al>out  20  miles  from  here,  we,  while  beaU 
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i*g  «p  tha  nmlM  tor  phctMiit,  mim  mtom  Um  fnali  tncM 
ot  a  Ur):«  tij^— w  fmh,  Uwt  it  woukl  appMr  Umi  he  h«) 
ml;  juM  retTpnivil  Ixfon  Um  muihI  ot  our  Runa.  A  few 
dafs  previiKi«ly,  Uiree  of  lu  •hooiini;  near  UuvclMk  aMn« 
mnvm  a  niinilar  Imt  mnrlt  KiiMllvr  fuiy.  One  of  Uw  Afffhen 
(•(Kern  IwR  inf><nit«l  inc  tltat  at  the  rtnl  of  k<t  Komnfaer. 
«1ira  Um  (Invmtor  of  Ih'nt  waa  marehiiift  to  ji>tii  Hir  V. 
L«iM*>lm  at  I'Miijileh.  ■•••■w  <>f  tlw  amtara  nf  liia  eacwt  kilM 
a  tt;:iT  at  Kan-la|tt  in  tlw  Klinnkh  rallrjr.  Tlw  onljr  nMr)il(it 
nf  altniitint;-lri|>*  U  Uw  wr-ntlwr.  It  inaiata  <«  niniRS  or 
aamrin^  evrry  arrond  or  thin)  <Ut.  TIm  Ual  UnM  I  waa  mtl 
<tlir  pail]r  rtmaivtnl  nf  Sir  IVHn  tiim«lra  am)  tnur  nthcfi), 
ii|>  IIk-  Kalali  Wall  vallrjr,  it  lic):Kn  to  nin  almiit  miilHlaj  jbb( 
««  wtf  imrlM^I  oair  mvi-r*.  UVII,  wc  laDshnl  at  ihe  nin,  ami 
almi  (in  III!  iluak,  rfttintiii;:  in  nnr  trnia  Ii4frel4r  ilrmchoL 
Am  iMKir  taliT  it  vaa  frM><iim  lianl  ami  Itrnvjr  annw  fallinit, 
T1»l  «riit  •>■)  all  iii;:lil.  aiHl  Ivcntue  >r<  Iwnvy  I7  10  A.II.  the 
m-\l  liny  llial  «c  lUviikil  m  javk  np  nar  tTa|ia  ami  make 
IM<  k<  (•«  cmtu[t  U'f.fv  «!•  wa-rr  aa»wiil  n|>  withimt  |>ft«vi*intHi 

)tr«l<k->.  Uh-  !■■*  ■rnnitla  WftV  miarrnlilr.      W«  IhhI  |(i  nunp 

fw  «fl  i.'r>>MiKl,niHl  liter"!'!  ttaaliitUT.     TIm' wn-tclxil  tVrwaii 

mull-lint  m^  (•■•l«  Uiat  Uhj  arv,  rn nut  «illH»it  Intta.    We 

timki  m4  k-t  iIh-ih  alnii  niit  lii  Miuw  ami  fr<*4,  »>  tlicy, 
ri-^tinii  in  nnmla-r. kii>l<lk'<l  iti  a  muim  in  •tir  ■null  im^t-taitl. 
I'aiLnii;  u|i  «.>■  a  l<in|:)i  j»K  Tito  Imt*  liavinit  lint  IwMi 
Kill  >ul>»l  villi  min.  «<-n-  (mn-n  lianj  ami  Miff  in  tlw  nijthL 
Tln-y  »vi;:lir.l  at  k^M  .'Jl  |«^  n-nt  iH-xtirr  ilian  when  4iy. 
Iln«,trr.allami«-<l  l<u-k  at  lUU  Uaii:lul>  aafo  ami  ao«UMl. 
ri<v|>{  iitM-  lit  HIT  ■■nanU.  wlm,  with  titc  clufwtrTiaiic  kliecy 
t<4  a  lliwlu,  <lr\-«nl  liiiiio-ll  OM  a  mli]  anowy  ilay  in  tlw  light* 
rM  prl>  hv  rimlil  liul.  ami  mk  in  rv^Hiii-m  Hitra  Ml  a  mmIb. 
ita  arrival  he  «aa  |->«i-rkM,  ia  fart  hia  leM  awl  hamU  wen 
fmM-lattcn.  Then  I  (••eml  lain  lyiMg  cleae  tu  the  lii»  Im  Um 
acrraBU'  tththi,  a  brl|>trM  ae»i-|«rBlyaN)  maaa.  Ha  wee 
cWTwd  to  b(a|ittal,  ami  I'Mbtn  aat  en  to  nb  hin  warn,  la 
l>mt  tlaya  ha  waa  aUa  la  Mora  abunt.  tluinka  to  pnpar 
raaenbae  bewf  eaed  ic  tieMi 
The  reriatjr  ef  water-kuda  ahot  hare  ia  cowaiilifaUn     We 
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Imvc  the  nmllanl,  ^dwnll,  teal,  rdl-headed  poclmnl,  tiift4!«l 
IKKjImnl,  rcd-ci-cstcd  ixKlianl,  wliite-cyed  and  g»lclcii-cyetl 
pxjlinnl,  shoveller,  smew,  and  incrganser,  licsidcs  one  or  two 
8i)eoie8  not  identificil  I  have  heanl  that  the  Ilrahmini  duck 
has  been  seen  here.  Olwra  ((elur)  are  plentiful,  and  one  very 
fine  bustard  was  shot  by  Mr  Kawlins.  It  may  or  may  n«it  be 
^euenilly  known  that  the  bnstanl,  in  connnon  with  llic  skunk 
and  other  anininls,  if  not  binls,  has  the  i>ower  of  eniittin*:, 
wlicn  attacked,  a  fluid  of  a  most  offensive  odour.  As  in  duty 
bound,  a  bird  so  rare  (it  difTors  fnnn  the  fcnmt  Indian  Imstanl) 
was  ode  red  up  at  the  shrine  of  natund  history,  ami  laid  at 
the  feet  of  our  naturalist  in  his  tent  The  bird  Imd  been  dead 
sonic  time.  Who  can  tell  how  it  c;une  aUmt  ?  Suddenly,  as 
a  ;:roup  of  admiring'  Kn«;lislnnen  were  ^zin;;  intently  on  lliis 
truly  nin^niificent  bird,  an  oihair,  a  horrible  odour,  far  worw 
tlian  tliat  of  the  sulphur- waters  of  Harmpite,  per\*adetl  the 
air.  The  Kn;;li.shiuen  all  turned  tail  and  ran  out,  defeatc<l  by 
a  stench,  ♦:as|>iuj,'  f<ir  fresh  air.  1  have  never  seen  nor  snielt 
a  Chinrs(*  stinkinit;  but  if  tbosi*  wea]ions  of  CeU*stinl  warfare 
can  rival  the  secretions  of  a  bustani,  tlien  the  lonUof  the]n^- 
tail  should  ]K)ssess  the  l>est-arni(Ml  and  niont  invincible  anuy 
in  the  world.  A  day  or  two  later  we  ate  tliat  buMtanl  for 
breakfast ;  but  it  pmved  soniewiiat  cc«ir»e  and  taKtelt*ss.  Therw 
is  no  ;^'au)c-bird  uj)  here,  or  indenl  anywhen%  I  think,  that 
8nr]>ass(s  in  tenderness  and  llavour  the  Mit^hsimt,  or  block- 
luvasled  sand-;jrons(». 

I'bis  niornin;;  we  had  a  ^Teat  hunt  after  a  wild  cat  which 
])r  Weir's  f^reyhounds  nni  t<»  earth.  1  riMle  Mhar|i  Iwck  to 
camjj  an<l  brou;4ht  back  one  of  Captain  Vate  s  fox-terriers,  o» 
well  as  a  lM)bbery  nondescript  jmck  of  do;^  who  M*cnic«l  to 
smell  a  cat  in  the  distance  and  W(»uhl  foHow.  lly  the  time  I 
^oi  back,  Dr  Ailcliis(»n  bad  arrived  on  the  scone,  and  with  tlie 
aid  of  bis  scientific  tools  tb.e  hole  was  oiK;neil  up  and  every* 
tiling  rijKi  for  the  fox-terrier.  It  proved  a  very  shallow  liole, 
and  very  soon  cat  and  terrier  were  at  it  t<K>th  ami  nail — ami 
did  not  the  latter  get  it  hot !  At  last,  in  a  momentary  loll, 
the  cat  Ijolted  out  like  a  Hash  of  li;,'htnin;{,and  but  for  a  amort 
greyhound,  which  nailed  it  by  the  Itack,  would  have  foand 
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tvfii;:*  in  mnw  other  IkiIc.  With  iniue  iliffcnlir  we  beat  oJT 
all  Dw  iki;^.  aimie  of  wlmin,  in  ilic  iiitrn*iiy  ot  ilw  exriteinml, 
fnrpit  llxr  flit  awl  wrnt  liv  mrli  othrr.  awl  tcfl  Captain  Vate'a 
little  l>i\-ietTicr  Tiip|>}-  to  ii^'lit  it  oat  fairlj ;  ami  it  waa  not 
ln«s  U-tixv  «i;:lil  of  pttMjr'a  niite  Uv«a  were  rxtinrt.  I  do  Mi 
lliink  tit  ninth  cvit  •lira,  it  'mlf  tratiAmi;n«tM. 

While  <>n  tlie  Mtl>jcrt  nt  s^tae  and  ■port,  I  uiajr  nwtttioa 
llial  lite  iiltraMiita  Iterr,  mt  tlie  lint  aoaml  of  a  jptn,  if  feolins 
in  llie  Svlila,  iiiake  nit  ■trai;jht  for  their  mvrn.  I  waa  unch 
aniii*e<l  <inc  <Uv,  after  Grin;;  a  o>a|tlc  of  iMmU  into  a  Hock  of 
tinrk  tin  the  riter.  In  utt  |ilM«nnt  after  iJtMaanl  niine  Bjrinit 
in  fnm  everr  »i<le  aint  M-tlle  in  a  |Mlrh  nf  ret^l*  ami  gnm 
within  tmiit  ■•(>  li>  100  yanl*  of  me.  r»>ir  aitupW  hinia:  if 
iIn-j-  liail  only  Mnyiil  in  ll>e  M'U  tlier  trmiM  liave  lieett 
ninth  Mfi-r  Ami  yrt  il  «a«  with  a  hrmlish  j»y  lliat  n 
«at<-lH^I  llM-ni  Hyin^  iiiio  tlieir  •k:«tnicti<>n.  Tln-y  Imn  • 
jTval  trii-irily  <>f  life  iIh-m-  ]>l>eawnla.  awl  rwrh  a  |»wrr  n( 
hhlin;:  iluii  alien  lliey  ■rrni  Imrely  aUe  to  crawl  lltry  annie- 
litm-a  •nrcevi  in  ew-aiHtiK  fnnii  invkr  llie  ii|ii>rtHiwn'a  wry 
iHiw — nay.  HHire,  (r"«ii  un>liT  aihij;'*  iHMe.  Talkiiit;"'*'i>nn'l«<l 
l-ir>l«  i-*i-a|>tii;;.  I  lii-ani  iIh-  folUiwin};  M-iry  tlir  Mhrr  ilny  (nun 
(DH-  "t  iMir  jntty  «)i«  mj*  •ImxiIiii::  in  iIk-  KaUh  Wall  \-allejr. 
He  IumI  *Ih>4  a  'hiik.  aixl  led  it  <•«  tlie  ;:T<iunit  terminal;  t)ea>l 
Mitne  }apl«  tfta  tW  «.il<'r.  «liile  Iw  oeiil  ofTlnMalk  anntlier 
fl-a-k.  (''Xiiins  lark  afli-r  B»  internal  *4  bI-mI  ImK  an  hnar. 
In  III*  ■■■r]>hir  w4  a  ■i;n>  "f  l)>e  •Ini-k.  )Iuntin;i  alwint  f'f 
il.  a  ■li;Hit  ruMle  in  IW  reoU  niu;:lil  his  ear.  tining  la  iht 
nirr-lauk.  «lial  alwMikt  1m  kv  Imt  hia  ilurk  i^ilf  awiMniinit 
awy  arpiM  ilie  drntn'  lUtinjt  »•■  ikic.  lie  rvtrainnl  frian 
wartiii;;  a  i«ttnil;:e  •it  il.  Tliia  little  auenlut*  lireil  awAhcr 
at  onr  |<iny  wiih  rmnlatHW.  ami  eliriial  tlw  fnlhminj;;  ll« 
«a«  f«it  ■ui|<e-alM>n(ins.  ami  aher  arveral  lit<«ra  llie  |«ftjr 
tvMnI  for  ieat'«  Mke  or  Ut  rrfmtlitnesta.  Thejr  beaan  nnini- 
ing  tlie  UtiU,  ami  one  n(  lliem  aeeinK  a  Ural  note,  ahrmteil  MM, 
~t1i*rk  that  bint  Iwre  and  111  jMit  hint  o«t  of  hia  Miarfjr." 
TV  btnl  waa  ehnrkwl,  ami  hia  nerk  <l«ly  wranft.  ami  tbea 
dinrkml  htek  lowanla  tba  oonnlvr.  1  my  lowanla,  kr  tW 
hmi,  as  tht  wborj  gam.  mtw  watfcad  kin.  Ui  if  ding  iu 
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wings  flew  gnily  away !  As  no  one  felt  equal  to  beating  tliat, 
we  got  no  more  sporting  yams  on  that  occasion. 

Tl)is  is  bad  weather  for  camela  They  arc  helpless  in  niwl 
and  shish.  If  we  have  bad  weather,  as  is  most  probable,  on 
our  march  to  the  Hari  Kud,  onr  camels  will  give  no  end  of 
trouble.  Kiding  in  from  Manichak  some  da^-s  ago,  I  saw  one 
that,  having  slip|x;<l  and  rolled  down  from  the  |inth,  lay  on  its 
back  on  the  very  verge  of  a  straight  drop  of  30  feet  or  »o  into 
the  river-bed.  The  sensible  brute  apiiarenlly  knew  what  a 
ticklish  ix)sition  he  was  in,  and  lay  quite  still  till  his  owner 
could  get  help  and  extricate  him.  A  few  hundred  yanls 
farther  on  I  found  anotlicr  camel  in  distress.  He  was 
hobbled  (the  two  fore-legs  tic<l  ch»se  together),  and  with  liny 
steps  was  working  his  way  all  alone  acniss  a  fortL  No  doubt 
he  had  often  done  this  before.  Somehow,  liowever,  he  got  out 
of  liis  reckoning,  and  instead  of  finding  himself  o)«|iasitc  the 
lamling-place,  he  was  Inirne  by  tlie  strength  of  tlie  current 
into  a  tleei)isli  rai)i«l  o]>|>osite  a  jirecipitous  |iart  of  the 
bank  20  vards  lower  down.  There  he  stcxMl  for  sonic  time, 
nieditatiu''  on  the  situation.  l*n»senllv  two  or  three  Turkoman 
h(»r$enien  came  along,  and  seeing  his  dttliculty,  caHe«l  to  him 
as  only  camel-owners  can  call.  That  decidwl  him.  He  tumi*d 
round,  and  slowly  came  back  the  way  he  went  Perluiiis  lie 
iui\i\v.  a  second  essay.     If  so,  let  us  ho|xj  lie  succecdeil. 

AVe  have  all  been  expressing  some  sympathy  for  Ca|>lain 
Peacocke  and  Mr  Merk  on  their  trip  to  Andkhui  and  the 
Ox  us.  Hie  latest  news  from  them  is  dated  2'M\  instant  at 
the  last-named  place.  They  ap]>ear  to  have  met  with  con- 
sidenihle  hardship,  c(»ld  winds,  sn«»w,  and  severe  frosty  much 
the  same  as  we  had  here,  only  nither  worse.  Captain  Pea- 
cocke, 1  regret  to  hear,  was  afl'ected  with  snow-blindncaa  fur 
some  days.  I/)ss  of  sight,  even  temporar}',  is  a  serious  thing 
at  all  times;  but  when  the  i>erson  affected  is  engaged  iu 
surveying  a  new  country,  and  collecting  information  for  a 
reliable  report  thereon,  it  is  still  more  iiiop])ortunc  However, 
I  understand  that  Captain  Teacocke  and  Mr  Merk  have 
thoroughly  succeeded  in  carrying  out  the  object  for  whidi 
they  were  sent,  despite  drawbacks  and  obstacles.    lYesumalilj 
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ibey  are  mt  litfit  wav  Wk  hy  thia  time.  Ii  ia  about  flftven 
luaMie*  rr»in  Kilif  rui  Maiincnn  to  llaU  Mnrchab.  \V«  mar 
|ifti)alil}- IimJ(  tor  llirir  arri^-al  bore  «1mmiI  lilh  FelmMTj — 
tluil  !■,  if  wv  aiv  *tiU  Itm  tltcii. 

SInrr  lite  arrival  i4  t>w  Amir'*  pi^lim*  Irn  ilaya  as>\  oar 
mtm  uMr  <•«■  a  i-"l<l  iii;:lit  lui«  tirvii  '|iiil«  guy,  at  Imal  in 
|H<iiit  irf  nili'iinii;:.  I'nwinj;  incr  iIm-mt  imiM-iilHl  t"  llw  chief 
auil  awiiitaut  ('••iniiiiw>iiini'n,  wliirli  wrn-  n-rtaiiilr  wry  liamU 
■Htw.  in  fait  •h'fr  rrilirioin.  k-t  hi  t.'lanrr  at  iIhhp  <lv«;nM^I 
f'lr  ItiiiuUcr  UfiHnl*.  It  ttinnol  oiii  lliat  tltcn!  «vi«  Bnt 
i)utlc  ciHiii;:)!  fur  all  iif  u*.  ■>  wc  •Irritla.il  In  tmw  a  kiltcrjr. 
TImi  hhmmhiI  iIk-  fun.  <-|><vm)lj  Ut  iIhw  itli><  ilu\  w*  draw 
I4aiik*.  ami  for  iIk>  i»ilwllrraa  «Ihi  «iiuIiI  Imvr  («m  out  >(  il 
if  rLitmn  lu'l  lirvn  Inwil  im  ■ri)i«iritv.  For  mj-  part  I  qnile 
B;:Tt'<il  villi  iIm*  Hiil-nltrni  trlnt  •n;3ptinl  itiat  Iwrv  wa*  an 
ailiMinlilv  (iim-iiiii;:  ft>r  ;,TnFii«itT  aixl  M-U-ilt-niaL  What  atntv 
UiiHuii);:  lliuii  tli.it  iIh-  •ciiMir*,  in  llx-  |-lvniiiHl<'  '4  tltrir 
«nilili,  *Ihhi|i|  «4i\e  llx-ir  iljim  iii  fn^-nir  "t  llH-ir  juniiira  <4 
iiHin-  Mmil<'iH>l  tnraii^'  Ittit  tliry  •Ixt  tu*  4crm  In  m«  it 
Sivr  IumI  a  l<4ti-rr.  ami  •■■tm-  «fiil  a«ay  ilH-tvfMWi  amrivl 
in  liiii-  rjiiut'iil.  nml  'itlM-r*  vtiit  awajr  M-rnmin"  In  ihm  lltrir 
tM/.aAhm:  Tlx-y  jurt  •aiiM' m  limr  fnr  mir  la<t  aiwll  (4  r<4iL 
wlvn  tlx-  tbrnminwicr  n-.>i«lrti->l  aUait  ■'W  nf  (r<i*t  iim  lh<> 
ni^lit  <if  iIm-  I'Tlli.  Tlwt  ni;:l>l  iKtr  UKwIal-h-  «aa  uiniiuwlnl 
aith  •■•titv  t«('iilj^  "T  iixirc  (•TH-ntal  h:;iifr«  MiTmiMinlnl  \>y 
tmi-r*  |ji|;li«lt  >ii<1  iV«(>h.  Imli  aifl  Ti'iit»«ir.  TImi  rubra 
«vr«  all  ti4»un,  fmtM  lliv  niuol  tint*  -4  l'a*linN-rr  alu«l  mtA 
the  (jDrcmu*  Iium  nt  IbJiliara  ulk.  to  Mni|>k;  l«DMk-|utlH  nt 
Uark,  alaU-,  li;:l)t  Ultir,  ilark  |:Trm.  ami  |>lnm  cnlnur  Tlw 
fur*  Mcrv  e>|iial)y  «anr<l .  lint  nui  licin;;  a  fumrr,  I  aa  at  a 
Ina  In  p««  a  Miiw  lo  bmM  oI  tlirM.  SnuvoI  thrm  wen  c«r> 
tatnljr  very  ttandwane. 


AmI  whjr  are  we  nlT  wratwa^l  t  Why,  at  leaal.  wlheCoM- 
aMaMNi  bouml  t»r  (iulninr  Till  rwcntly  it  waa  iteneraUjr 
UtiaraJ  that  wheu  Iter  MajMly'a  thirf  aad  aaMaiant  C«*- 
■nawnaria  wHh  a  iMall  eaoort  MMtd  t»  Karakha.  tb«  bulk  «< 
tW  CaiMiMioM  would  i 
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plan  of  o|)emtions  had  been  anmn;;cd  with  the  niissinn  Com- 
missioner. Dut  of  late  M.  <1e  lUowitz's  telc«^m8  nml  tli« 
frequent  rumours  of  the  disfavour  with  which  this  Coniiiii.'<- 
sioii  is  reganleil  l»y  the  Kussian  (ioveninient,  or  at  least  hy  a 
very  strong*  party  in  it,  have  led  those  of  us  who  depeiM]  f<»r 
our  informntion  ahnost  entirely  on  the  n*|M»rts  of  the  press,  to 
conchide  that  the  end  nuiy  not  he  far  off.  It  is  doul»tU*ss 
owin^  to  the  prevalence  of  this  Wlief  that  the  topic  of  our 
pruhuhle  return-route  to  India  Ims  frc<|ueiitly  of  late  Km 
brou;:ht  on  tlie  (ajtis,  Sucli  discussions  appear  to  lie  quite 
])r(nnaturc,  so  a  reix'tition  of  tlieni  now  wouhl  Iw  usele>«. 
AVe  are,  however,  all  unanimous  in  one  thin;;,  and  that  l«, 
in  the  iiope  that  we  may  not  lie  dii-ecteil  to  return  the  way 
we  came.*  The  unknown  is  ever  envehqKnl  in  a  hnlo  of 
attraction  and  excitement.  To  traverse  a  ilesert  and  make 
a  forced  march  tliroujjh  a  semi  -  hostile  country  once  is  nil 
well  eiiou^^h ;  l»ut  to  do  it  a^'ain,  wh(rn  the  channs  of  novelty 
and  uncertainty,  and  the  curiosity  Inirn  therefrom,  no  lonp*r 
miti^Mte  the  monotony  of  toil  and  hanlship,  is  a  wry  diirfniil 
thin^'.  AVe  stait<'d  from  Xushki  animatitl  with  the  si»nse  of 
an  arduous  task  to  |K'rform,  and  the  detenuination  to  do  it 
well;  jnul  altlion^^li,  if  we  were  ordenvl  to  return  the  same 
way,  there  is  not  one  of  us  hut  wouhl  do  his  duty  nuinfnlly, 
the  keenness  and  elasiieity  of  spirit  would  l»e  wantin;;.  It 
would  he  just  the  dill'erence  l»etween  doiti^  a  duty  for  <hity's 
sake  and  making'  a  pleasure  of  a  duty.  However,  why  dwell 
on  this  dreary  jjrosjx'ct  ?  AVhat  couhl  any  one  ;jain  hy  a  Iwd 
n^chavffi!  of  our  march  fn»m  Quetta  to  Herat,  ini^wirtant  as 
were  its  results  in  the  first  instance?  Arc  not  llalklt  an«l 
llamian,  the  Hindu  Kush  and  the  upper  waters  of  the  Oxn.H, 
await iuLj  our  surveyors  ?  Wouhl  it  Ikj  impossihle  or  impolitic 
t<>  try  and  o|hmi  uj)  one  or  more  of  the  routes  from  lUidaklislian 
and  AVakhan  into  Kashmir  ?     Should  we  not,  after  our  uuiny 

'  NcverthelcM  the  "return  {Mirty.*'  in  December  1883  and  jMiiaary  ISSt, 
fiilloweil  thi«  Mine  route,  exce|»t  Umt  tliey  inftrclie«l  frucn  th«  HelimaaH  W 
Nunhki  rtd  Chagai,  and  nut,  aa  in  <>ct«>)ier  1881,  viA  Kani  and  KiMh 
^>oln«  tliink  the  Chagai  ntutc  |»referable,  but  I  think  it  probabit 
route  haa  afiecial  a4lvantaKc«  at  certain  MaiMiiM.  Tba  wat«ri«V|«|4j  it,  ol 
At  all  timaa  the  chief  consideration. 
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vatMWinsi.  <lc«m  i)m  Happr  Valley  ■  iwrfwt  IViwIiav  t  Or 
■iujrtMp  the  Amir,  if  we  nM|i  out  a  Mtulartof^  frontMr  lor 
liim,  miKht  wikb  to  m«  u«  in  KhIniI.  ami  lliank  lu  penoaally 
for  nuT  rlKifU  in  liia  brlMlt^-Mporialljr  if  ttw  Itritiah  (^ovcni- 
DK-nt  will  aMuni  liim  cimrljr  am)  cinpliaticallr  tJtat  it  will 
■Irfmil  ilial  frontier  fium  the  machinatioiu  of  Ittuaia  and 
lluwia'i  ail'a-|Mira.' 

In  llie  mraniJiiic  mir  war  lira  wcMwanL  It  will  l«  olivi- 
M*  In  all  that  llala  Uur;HMl>  i«.  m  rvpinU  trleerapliic  ran- 
rannicatWin  with  b>ni)«>n  rU  Uaaliliail,  a  tntMt  cNtt-of-tlie- 
waj  |>larc.  It  |m)tivcl]r  taket  a  mnnlli  tn  get  an  anawer 
from  iW  Knrri^ii  OfTir*.  Tlii«  i*  tlie  <Mtrn*ilile  muna  wliy 
tlw  <*<fmniiMMiiMT  i*  bent  on  fMtin;;  to  (inlran  vitltnul  tlrlajr, 
AVi-  rxjoit  to  Italt  tltcn-  mmw  wrek*.  (hir ■njipliM  at (iulran 
will  1w  iJilainnl  rroni  lite  llrrat  valky.  OiiinNn.  Ar.  HariBR 
iImt  Um  tlirrr  'byi  iIn-  wratlMf  haa  rluinpnl  •»  luwli  t»r  the 
la-(t(-r,  lliat  «r  ran  nnly  rrtnvl  titat  we  arc  not  alrrwly  m 
IIk  uHiip.  Tliat.  Imvc^tf.  i«  imiI  nl  tite  c|iM^ii<n,  Uw  tevm) 
n-atim*.  Kir*l  of  all,  tlw  Ar;.'luiti  aiilltorilii^  raannt  lay  ti«t 
M|1>lm  for  ua  wiilHMil  line  nKtirf.  Sromilly.  tlie  lrana|i)«t, 
wIihIi  ilunn:*  ihv  ]wtt  two  uw>nlli«  lw<  In-n  iMHly  eiu|4ny«i)l 
linn;,in;;  in  ■uj>|4ir4  f<ir  oiir  n*r,  ha*  m  l«  r<4lerled.  Snme 
«f  iIm-  <>tiH'l4  tn  atill  a«>r  at  Ka<liii.  in  the  FmfknU 
oMinliy.  ami  ihrir  lone  al-n-m^  mihiM  jii<iiit  tn  tlte  fli)|i|n4- 
twin  iImI  tliey  an-  iin«w«il  ii}i.  Vrvterilay,  iIm  IClh  iMtant, 
laa*  (MrntWKtnl  at  tlw  |in>l«l4r  fbtc  <>t  nvr  ilrfMltnra  fmM 
hrrr.  Totlay  il  ia  tlxMuHit  tliat  all  will  W  nwily  liy  iha 
l^th.  A  caravan  of  l«;s.'ape  ami  aliim  fnv  t|e*|iairh  to  Iwlia 
haa  ir*>  tn  l«  pit  riil  nt.  awl  then,  in  mutiirMily  with  the 
|<kN  ail<>|iteJ  tm  tmt  Marrh  hillter,  MMNe  MO  In  400  oumH^ 
wHh  all  ihe  lieary  tenU  ami  a(uni.  will  \m  aent  ea  ewe  day 
Mnc*  the  (aain  body,  in  cl»Mff»  of  Haawhlar-Uv*'  l>*h«- 
iMl-Jin. 

Cnlxnrl    Ridceway,   arrmuiDtnieil   l>y   CB|«aiiM    UaitlaMl. 
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Yate.  and  De  Laessoc,  startcil  for  Panjcleli  on  tlie  6tli — o« 
hick  would  have  it,  just  at  the  commencement  of  the  fine 
weather.  A  day  or  two  previously.  Sir  Peter  Lomsilen  re- 
ceived from  the  Government  of  India  a  copy  of  a  tele^i^ani 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  congratulating  Colonel 
]!id<;eway  and  all  who  accomi>anie<l  him  on  their  successful 
march  to  Herat.  The  njesRagc  also  contained  some  wonls 
of  commendation  from  L*)nl  Dufferin.  Tliose  who  look 
part  in  this  march  are  perhai)s  apt  now  to  undermte  its 
dirticulties  and  risks.  Everythhig  jiassed  off  so  smoothly 
that  it  is  diHicult  now  to  realise  that  wo  crossed  225  miles 
of  desert  naturally  devoid  of  water,  fotnl,  and  forage,  autl 
some  450  miles  of  country  in  which  we  were  liable  to  atUick 
at  any  moment.  That  no  catastrophe  occurred  is  the  liest 
proof  of  tlie  lii;;h  merit  of  the  jierfonuance ;  and  yi*t,  para- 
doxical as  it  may  seem,  it  is  that  very  absence  of  cata.stn>phe 
that  tends  to  depreciate  it,  not  oidy  in  the  eyes  of  the  actors 
themselves,  1»ut  also  in  those  of  the  onlookers.  I*e(»plc  arc 
l»ronc  to  ar;4Uo  that  absence  of  misliap  im]dies  alisenee  of 
(htlicully  and  danger.  It  must  not,  at  the  same  time,  lie 
overlcK)ked  that  mndi  is  (hie  to  the  Amir  and  his  oilirials. 
One  of  tlie  native  ai/ffcln\  a  Kabuli  by  birth,  gave  it  me  as 
]iis  opinion  that  tlie  Amir,  in  selecting  Kazi  Saad-udnHn  as 
liis  representative  witli  ns  on  <iur  march,  had  chosen  a  man 
who,  more  tlian  almost  any  otlier,  was  calculated  to  exercise 
intluence  and  control  over  tlie  Afghan  triltcs  through  whose 
territories  we  liad  to  pass.  He  is  the  son  of  the  Khan-i-Mulki 
Khan,  the  liighest  religions  oflicial  in  Afghanistan.  He  is, 
however,  by  no  means  a  favourite  with  those  British  ofHccrs 
who  sec  and  know  most  of  him. 

To-day  has  Wn  the  first  really  fine  day  we  liavc  had  for 
nlK)ut  a  fortnight.  The  sky  was  clear,  and  the  sun  shone 
nierrily.  The  cloudless  starry  sky  we  saw  last  night  was  a 
harbinger  of  to-day's  fineness.  Fcmr  or  h\o  days  without 
rain  or  snow  had  permittctl  the  soil  to  dry.  I  got  out  my 
horse  an<l  had  a  most  enjoyable  ride  to  the  moutli  of  Ura 
l>arban<l  (gorge),  some  nine  miles  south  of  camp.  Tlie 
ground  was  firm  and  yet  springy — perfect  for  a  gallop.     A 
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frrm  tinsc  p>Ti'a<lrt|  eniytliinn.  S|iHng  moM  Iw  at  hamL 
On  llie  liill  t«|ii  Riiil  tXitfm  wn«  ihi-ii  niatijr  a  |muMiit  lm*y 
Willi  tlM>  |>liMi;:lt.  VtliM  tnn;,niit»cv>il  ml  tlib  U!  Hill  ami 
tUIr,  all  alike  f.-nJIc,  lipiwn.  frial4e  iiioaliL  AihI  wliat  a 
ntriini*  lurtlHiil  IIm-^  Aiiuaka  Iuivp  nf  jdnnsliint:  t  Tliev 
(iM  <lf*i^ii  a  aiHTx-^ti'ti  «f  |)n>tnitpi1  arriviilinr  wimliiitt^ 
a<  a  rraiiH-wnrk,  ami  llirii  iIh-t  |>rmi.iil  !■>  fill  in  the  inter- 
atio-^  <Ni  all  nitU-^  liny  ji-Ilnw  i-m-tiK-*  wirv  livriitn^  sp 
al-iw  (Ik- ■■il.  <hi  rtfirliin;!  llir  |t.irl«ii>l  I  initicvt  a  niwl 
■«  M<>«M-  bi«iT  ••> i'rlMii:,-ih;;  iIh-  ri;:lit  l«nk  •<(  iIk*  mvr.  Tliia 
i«  iwR-  trf  ll»<ni>  «»ti  lfl'iiti-r«  fn-iii  vliii-li.  Uit  a  yt-nf  or  l<m 
a;.i>.  a  \i;:tlan(  ^■■kHlnl  fur  Turki-nian*  »n«  ki-|<t.  Ki-w  ili*- 
Irnl*  \t»\c  kuflV-n-il  mmv  (pmii  tln-m  llrin  iIk-  valW  »f  llw 
Miir.-lkiU.  N'lif  «u«  tlie  pw]  titmi  iH-rv  tlinHi;;li  Slaintma 
bihI  Aiflkliiii  I..  IIh-  Otiii  ).j-  fliij-  »H-an<  *afv  fn^n  llH-m. 
S.t-  VaitiU'-n''«  Tntrh  an-1 4:r»l<-k<-ir<  i:»>lc  l<>  llrrat  Na, 
iiHtrr.  rvi-ii  now  iIh-  Kara  Tiirkixtiau*  raiil  nMwl  Amlklinl 
S-^rral  nthU  Imvr  l^vn  iiiimIc  ilutiii;:  iIm'  )■>*(  winirr.  T1ir*v 
Kara*  arv  mkI  !•>  l«  a  ImiiMli  of  tin-  flrvari*.  A«  f'>r  llw 
Altrli  Titrk'iiian*.  llwjr  tmly  i-xiat  in  iina^.'iiMtiaia.'  \Vr  ikall 
IiihI  iIh-  AiHlLliiii<-*r  ■•tHiltna  iIh-  |>i<4v(-li>Ht  of  lliiwian 
Ipafi*  rpHn  1Ih-«>'  (nx-l—trr*.  niik-H  ilio  lilmnl  MiniMry 
MaL>-4  ii|>  It*  iiiiimI  Uiaqi  tltnl  •••nw-tliiii;:  more  Itian  IIiilHli 
p4>l  <m;:lii  lo  !■•  irn  oti  lU-  n"Mli  fr»ntH-r  iA  Af::liani«Un. 
ir  i)h-w  Kan  Tiirk(Nuan«  an-  iHit  dMTkttl.  iIn-jt  will  pr»1iire 
Miw  liH-f  liptt-ahrr.  Tlirjr  a|i|«ar  t«  rrai<W  in  ■  Nn  •  nan'a 
Linil.'ai>(»>:«lH-rcinora1i«ut  tlie  lhi*lit-i-Cli«l— tlial  HwUil- 
iChnI  sitirli  «<i;;lit  In  make  an  rxcvllml  ln«lirr  Iwtwfrn 
Ar;:han  awl  l!ii«Man  l«Tni<«M-a  in  OMilral  Ama.  In  IVrain^ 
t/ .  iliat  |«n  (•!  it  *(|biw«I  m  TnrkooMn  nul* — a  raM|4rt« 
arrie*  <4  «aiclt-l<iwrr«,  iiv  rallwr  Wf  wi-towcw.  mnl  to  k« 
kr|it  np.  an  mtB|tlv*«  tliat  within  an  Uamt  ot  aii^iing  an 
ml»m»*,  ind-nnatHin  tkmul  conld  ha  mu  tntm  tha  nMli 
(faMaat  «atrh-|nwrr  ovrt  ailfa  ol  conntrj  l«  iba  ];amao« 
iBwn.  TWj  alao  appanr  lo  har«  had  ioaaa  Batbnl  of  MfMl* 
Im;  tha  Kmcih  ol  iha  mUmmm. 

•  1W  UM  aXM  >«  iMwrij  haatol  tBiiliili.^il   li  ■!      ■lUil  li 
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Towarils  evcninj;  Mr  ^fork  nnd  Captain  Puacocko  nrriveil. 
They  Imvo  Ikjou  alisent  since  the  l«t  Jniiuiiry.  They  niitl 
their  followiii;;  hml  to  put  up  with  much  t1i<(i;ouiftirt  ami 
hanlship,  owin;»  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.  CajUiun 
IVncocke  wns  for  Aonic  clny»  afTectiHl  with  snow-hlimhicM ; 
hut  nevcrlheh'SH,  despite  foul  weather  ami  iMNlily  ailment^ 
he  has  cflecletl  an  excellent  survey  of  the  wiuntry  travur>«ciL 
It  was  Mr  Merk's  duty  to  collect  such  evi«lence  an  wouhl  liear 
upon  the  question  of  the  delimitation  of  the  ]tUA.so-Af;:lian 
frontier;  and  that,  I  understand,  has  lieen  KatiMfactorily  done. 
Owl  11^'  to  the  intense  coM,  8t?veml  of  their  Mer\*ant8  were 
frost-hitten.  ])urin«;  this  intensi*  cohl  all  the  8er\'anUi  ^^lU 
doulile  rations  of  yhcr,  meat,  tea,  and  su^r.  One  of  them,  it 
is  feared,  may  lose  his  toes.  Another  Ri'r^•nnt  has  n*lunie<l 
completely  paralysed — a  condition  attrihute«l  to  a  fall  fnuii 
a  liorse,  hut  more  ]»roli{ddy  tmceahle  to  the  ;^*ait  cohL* 
Captain  IVacocke's  thennonieter  only  n»pstereil  a«  low  as 
zero;  consequently  the  actual  de;nve  of  cold  couM  n(»t  l»e 
ascertained.  That  it  was  considerahly  lielow  zero,  however, 
is  certain.  While  niarchin;^  in  the  daythne,  handkerchiefs 
were  found  to  freeze  in  the  hreast-|MK'ket.  On  the  2Gth  ami 
'JTlli  ultimo,  the  same  days  that  (ienend  I^unsiloii  and  |inrty 
Were  out  siiootin;^  in  the  Kalah  Wali  valley,  and  ex|ierienced 
sneli  un])leasaiit  weather,  Mcrk  and  reac«>cke  alMo  luid  a 
very  rou^'h  time  of  it  on  the  hanks  of  the  Oxus.  Towanlsi 
midni^'ht  on  the  2Glh  their  kihitknR  were  hhiwn  down,  ami 
they  had  to  seek  refu;,'e  in  an  l'zl»ek  or  Turkoman  hut. 
Fiutnnately  the  elements  were  tJieir  only  enemies.  Every- 
where the  Af^^diaii  ollicials  and  inhahiiants  rcceivcil  tlicm 
courteously  ami  hos])itahly,  an<l  in  the  towns  they  were,  as 
a  rule,  accomm<Klated  in  houses.  The  coldest  wcatlier  tlioy 
experienced  was  from  7th  to  9th  January,  just  at  tlie  time 
when  the  thermometer  here  went  down  to  zero.  l>urin;i  tlie 
heavy  fall  of  snow  from  the  4th  to  the  7tli,  thoy  were  in 
some  dan^^'er,  and  had  thou;:(])ts  of  turnin;;  Ijack,  as  their 
guides  and  escort  declined  to  ])rocee<l.  Fortunately  tlie  mow 
censed  on  the  7th,  nnd  they  were  nhlo  to  go  on.    About  this 

'  H«  died  tubMiiaeiit]/. 


S54  AFOHAX  moimni  COlfVIMtOK. 

tin>«  thrjr  ratiM  mmm  the  <tM>t  ImmIt  of  >  TurknnMn  IfinK 
in  tiM  Mmw,  wHn  hail  evitlviiltjr  ilivtl  n(  c<4<l  a  lUf  or  two 
|«rvin«i«lj-.  Annlbrr  tieait  Imaljr  tbcjr  (ontid,  had  eridenllT 
bMen  »  victim  to  beat  ami  thint  aotM  moniha  bedve.  Ito- 
•|>«ie  tlw  lr}'ms  «Mtli«r  tliat  w«  liave  ri|wnMieC(l  nsoe  Um 
2il  ft  Jannarr,  inietix'  old  ami  rontinonl  tain  ami  anow. 
tlirrr  ha«  tiprn  vrry  li((|«>  aickiM^w.  It  i«  a  gnU.  thins  K>  W 
wrll  hnaanl  ami  waniili-  rintlicil.  Ami  rrt  (h«  llimitt  never 
fail*  In  ulNtw  lii*  •upcrlalh-ft  mntmiil  Vt  tho  warm  rlnthinji 
lati>ltMl  u|inn  lijtu,  lijr  |irr«i*lriitly  rrfnitin;:  to  wear  iL  Ha 
Itai  a  /aMA/ra,  1ml  Im^-n  it  in  hia  tihUlM  vh«n  Im  walk* 
al>rt«il.  Il«  ha*  aloiit  ammunitinn-laMU  ami  /natfi'a  aocltt. 
l<nt  ht  jfrfm  niiinins  alnat  in  t)»e  mow  aiHl  alnali  in  hta 
Morkin^'-Hilp*  nr  willi  Ure  rt>rt.  Itut  llw;'  ilnn't  itte  aont- 
Itnw.  Hie  nntf  ilradt  lliat  lia*  ncrarral  in  oarap  ia  that  ol 
a  >r|mj:  ni  tiM  20th  fanjali  Iiitanlr;. 


,  *  Sir  I'l'lrr  Ijint*ilrn  tliia  tminiin:;  rcvtvwrH  hta  racnrt,  caratiy 
Ln>l  infantry.  Ihi)  Iw  widi  (n  auurc  liimwlf  lltat  they  woaM 
r<im|«rr  f.ii-rMral-lr  wtDi  tlic  ItnMian  tMn|«  r  I  ilo  «nl  thisk 
fte  nrcal  luv«  any  iI'miU*  tm  llut  amrv,  wlirther  for  dnm, 

|la«nn;:.  ilnll,  •«  •liviplim-.  I'nfxrtnnatrljr  it  wouhl  (wnM 
llial  Uil  a  ainnll  ]inrtK>n  of  ihi*  •raoirt  ia  liirly  to  mow  im 
nmtait  with  (Iw  lEnMtana,  if  imlml  wp  <lo  rxtr  aer  IImim. 
,'ll  i*  Mn-ljT  an  r«tn<>nliiiarjr  a<lniMi>ia  <«  their  put  thai, 
a*  rr|«<r1nl  in  iIm*  l^in>l«a  rt-tcvrain*  of  9th  •lanaaij,  llicf  art 
.  aiiwrlirn^ivc  i4  tlw  o>n*r<jiK-ni>'«  nf  ll«  [Trafacti  ol  two  hUK* 
>-Mmi>M"na  tm  l1>>  mirtlicTn  (rimtifT  of  A^haauUn.  MThal 
)  thrv  fiwr '  TIm  onlr  apfwivnt  smnml  fir  tlmr  Ivan  Itai 
I  in  ibr  an*rttlr<l  l(>Mi[wr  i>f  llN^r  own  (Vntral  Aaiu  inhjarli. 
It  t*  m>  an-rM  lltat  the  TnrkniMm*  ar«  no  tovara  ol  iha  Mrw 
Wpmr.  Iinoa  llw  lluaaian  « wiwmincnl  (ear  that  iIn  ftwanee 
nf  MO  Itntiah  aniiltm  nn  iIip  Uinlpn  ol  their  Irani  f^afaaa 
wiaiMNa  micht  rau*e  the  aUirw  at  dieenntent  ami  di»- 
aOectom  to  borM  F  Ami  yet  wr  fimi  nrndakntT  nMartinf,  ia 
I  accnnnt  of  hia  r>>le  fron  SaMarcawl  to  HenO.  that  thn 
inhali^taata  of  the  khaaataa.  from  ItaUih  to  MaiMtwa,  wmo 
•U  MM  teifou  of  •Mwdiiatioa  (ma  iJ^mm  f«k  *ml 
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prayed  for  the  day  when  Ilussin  would  fulfil  their  desires 
and  take  them  under  the  a*p^s  of  its  imperial  ini^it  nnd 
justice.    How  does  tliis  assertion  tally  with  the  fact  that 
tlic  Sanik.s  souglit  Af<;han  protwtion  as  soon  as  the  oecii- 
pntion  of  Mcrv  gave  tlieni  cause  to  apprehend  that  I*aiijdeh 
would  not  long  evade  ISussian  territorial  ^jeed  1    Tlierc  is 
another    opinion    to  wliich    Ctrodukofl*  gives   vent    that    is 
equally  erroneous.    He  says  that  Merv  is  not  the  key  of     ■, 
}Icrat;  and  allcgc5<,  as  his  ground  for  hohling  this  opinion,      ' 
that  the  roads  Ifotwecn  the  Muighah  valley  and  the  losses     j 
over  the  ]»aha  and  Kaitu  range  (I  mean  the  range  north  of     « 
Herat,  styled  by  some  geographers  raroi>amisus,  and  of  which     : 
the  several  ]x;aks  are  known  locally  as  ]iand*i-Bnlia,  Kara-     j 
Kaitu,  and  Siyahhuhak)  are  quite  impracticahlc  for  troo|is.     ' 
Now  our  recent  march  alone  is  stitticient  to  prove  the  fallacy     / 
of  this  statement.     It  is  also  known  tliat  two  liatteries  of    ^ 
Afghan  artillery,  mounted  on  carriages,  have  within  the  last 
two  years  marched  from  Herat  to  Maimena  hy  some  nmte  i 
l>assing    through    or  close    to    Kal:di-i-nau.      Ihit    ])crhaps 
Colonel   (trodvkoir  is   not  aware   that   the   In^st   ntad    from 
Mvrv    to    Herat    leaves   the    Murgliah    near    rul-i-kliishti, 
follows   the    Khuskh  vaUry   up  to   Kara-ta|ia,  and   thence 
crosses  into  the  Herat  valh\v  hy  the  Anlewan  Pass.     Kvery 
one  who  has  seen  the  Ardewan  Pass  agrees  that  tlie  road 
tlirough  it  is  eoiuimratively  easy.     On   this  route  there  is 
no  scan'ity  of  water.     Supplies  are  at  present  unprocurahle 
anywhere,  excei»t  fuel,  an<l  grazing  for  camels,  and  to  a  cer- 
tain  extent  for   horses.     This   means  that  focwl   and   grain 
must  l»e  carried  —  no  great  obstacle  surely.    One  feels  dis-   I 
])ose(l   to  doubt  the  sincerity  of   this  ])uhlished  opinion  of  * 
(innlekoirs.    AVere  it  only  true,  it  would  be  no  small  gain 
to  Afghan  and  Dritish  interests. 

So  far  indeed  is  the  l^ritish  i>ress  (nm\  adopting  an  exag- 
gerative  tone,  that  it  could  l)e  wished  that  \hA.\\  press  and 
public  would  evince  a  stronger  feeling  and  deeper  interest 
in  this  subject.  There  seems  every  reason  to  fear  that  the 
(tladstonian  Ministry  will  not  even  now  oppose  with  requisite 
firmness  the  immoderate  demands  of  Russia,    If  that  be  so^ 
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•  i)i«  anoncr  the  llriti^li  |<(>»|>le  (li<«vow  the  j'Airj  nl  liinr 
I  |tn4rat  MiniMry  (Ixi  k-ttrr.  Kumm  tuu  »<  the  faintMt 
I    ku<)itci<>n   of   n   riclil   to   nny   '4   ttw  'iMuUlile'  tprricnj 

Iwltii'li  kite  nnw  rill  ill) «.  Wluit  iHwvriiilira  ri;;hl  luu  alw  to 
nilr  llic  TiirknHMnn  r  V't  tnatiy  yvani  llicy  Imvd  nWMetl 
■lliviAnrr  In  no  priinilntf ;  llK-n.-fi>r«  Ott  ItuMMiti  nutnot 
I  fM-u  idrwl  tlint  llM-y  an-,  »r  wi-n*.  tite  nuliiirlii  tA  tln-ir  fea- 
I  tLiii<n<'«,  ilic  Klutn  <•(  Kliiiti  -r  iIm  Amir  of  Ibiktiart— <«r- 
/  l.itiily  iM<t  M  n-vonl"  iIh-  Ninik*.  Siu-t)  n(  iIh-xp  i)iik'i«n- 
.'  <k-i)t  Tiirk-ntnii*  a*  tl»-  KuMintt*  liavr  •uUlufl,  Ik  then 
J      nilf,      l!in    IImv  lunf   iH>   ri;;lil   I"  clnim    Mrtt-n-ixiny  ««■« 

)      Turk"! «  wlxiare  Af^luirt  MiUjn-t*.     It  U  nHitiuiinly  iiMin- 

I.iit>n1  1.V  iIh^ii  IImI  iU  IIiihIh  Kii-h.  ami  mn  IIm-  (Kn*.  U 
l.4h  l.i.'|..ri<»l]y.  ■■llim-.'ra|>)>H-«lly.  nml  ».».•?« Hii.-.. 1 1y  tho 
i>.-iliinil  l»tiiiil.inr  U-t«i^n  Af^luiHiMim  nm)  tluuia'*  (Viilntl 
A*un  |«u>-«K>ii«.  S«ii'li  an  ■••'■(•ninH  i«  nltfrly  niifnumlnL 
SiMv  tJK-  •lay*  i<t  ItiHi  M<>liaiiimp<l.  it  m>t  U-I»r<-.  iW  Osm 
li.li.  cxn'i't  ilitnii;;  tvrtitiii  ]irrt<a)«  <>f  intcriiAl  •I)>lni1«ur«, 
Utn  till-  rixnlH-ni  Utitnliiry  <■(  A(;,'lMtiiMan.  AH  tlic  |n4tf 
LI...IMI.-.  (••MMin^'  AUmh  T»tLi>UM~ti<..  KiiihIi^.  KImlm. 
lUlkl).  Ak.  I».  A<»lk1iu>.  Sliil.<r.:.<ti.  S.ir-i-].iil.  ami  Maim^tw 
li.itf  a>  a  ni1<-  w  kiH>wl<il;,i-l  nml  |*.u*l  rriUitr  (••  lite  Ainin, 
rv.  ,4  »Ihii  (In-  Lll.r  liaM-  Ui-n  i.l.|i;.-<^l  to  <U-\.<r  all  llim 
rmn-'H-*  (>■  iIm-  lU-d-ltrr  ••(  llu-ir  lliMiki-  fhxii  trili-nial  a*Miilla, 
■ihI  r<Mi-*--|iu'iiily  In  n-Ui  tU'ir  ^n|i  im  lln-ir  mitltiii;;  |ifm'- 
im-ps.  A(;;h.iii  Tiirki4lnH  *x%  inUtiary  !•>  Aliimil  SImIi, 
lilt  iimlrr  iIm'  la\)-t  nilr  ••!  Tnimar  Mull  oxtM'  i>(  iIh-  LhaH> 
Btr*  In-aiiM-  tirliiatly  tiMk-)--mh-iit.  U  <«  al--«it  IH.''4I.  Ilnat 
M.JumiiH'')  n-<-*til>ti*linl  A(::lMn  mk-  (lirrf  ami  in  lU>Ukk- 
•Imil  TIitr-  I*  IXI  •l<i)U  iImI  tlir  |><'lly  |.<(<-ittalM  ol  tknw 
kiMiiaIr*  Itatr  bmihwiI  tlM-u«-Kp«  l<y  ri»|«rtti>is  villi  iIm 
oHirt*  »(  Kaliul  ami  li>>kluT«,  ami  ihni  In  [4ay  iIm  mm  <itf 
a;9im4  tlte  other  Knan  ll<«  ilMth  ••(  IhMl  3>l<4MinMc*l  Ut 
lift  MTTMiia  t>(  AMur  lUhman— l'^  (nM  IMCt  to  IRHi— Uw 
{vm-e  ami  nniiy  >•(  AfzhaniMan  have  la-«n  refinUnlty  dialwUd 
W  Mrv^clra  l«tw(«a  lM<4hrr  ami  U««lHr.  wnrk  ami  nr|4w«. 
naw^  ami  ctaiaiB,  and  the  klm^tca  m«th  vt  tha  Mokhi 
Kwh  WuM   IB  mM«iMar«  M  tUMa  fmcttodl/  filapwi 


; 
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dent.     It  is  true  that  the  Amir  of  Bokhara  in  1869  made  a 
military  dcinonstration  on  the  Oxus  with  a  view  to  cnftirciii;; 
his  claim  to  several  of  tliese  petty  khanates ;  hut  ultimately 
his  army  was  withdrawn,  and  the  Oxus  recognised  as  the 
iMmndary  tietwccu   Ikikhnra  and  AfghaniHtan.      No  twioner,        j 
however,  had  Alxlur  Kahnian  driven  Ayuh  from  Kamlaliar 
and  Herat  and  consolidated  his  power  at  Kahul,  than  he  not 
only  reasserted  his  sway  in  Afghan  Turk istan  and  Jtaihikhslian, 
hut  also  annexed  Shignan  and  Wakhan.     It  would  ap|H»ir, 
therefore,  that  from  a  historical  point  of  view  l{uR5in  lias 
not  tlie  faintest  claim  to  the  territor)'  l>etween  the  Oxus  and 
Hindu  Kusli.     Geogniphically  a  river  is  just  as  good  a  lionn-  ■ 
dary  as  a  chain  of  mountains.     As  for  ethnographical  claims,  I 
they  are  maiidy  a  matter  of  sentiment,  and  uuIchs  supfiortcil : 
hy  force  of  arms,  deserve  to  Ihj  ignoretl.     I^ouhtless  Slavonic 
liussia  is  l)urning  to  unite  in  one  great  empire  all  the  Slav ' 
States  of  Kuroi>e ;   hut  until  Germany  and  Austria  lM*conie 
oflcte,  the  tiro  of   Tanslavism  will  have  to  hum  in  secret.  1 
The  droam  of  one  vast  Slavonic  and  Mongolian  empire  is, ' 
it  nnist  he  allowed,  a  s])lcndid  aspiration ;  hut  while  England, 
(Jerniany,  and  Austria  jmisscss  the  will  and  p«»wer  to  dis|iul. 

its  illusions,  it  must  fain  feed  itself  on  its  own  sweetness. 

• 

Tn-moiTow  morning  we  start  for  (iulran.  To-ilay  the  con- 
voy for  (^>uc'ita  ami  the  heavy  Iwiggage  were  dcsimtcheiL  We 
('rc»>s  the  Murghah  at  Maruchak.  S<imo  ten  days  ag«»,  (.'aj»- 
tjjjn  Vate  was  scut  d<iwn  the  river  to  re|>ori  on  the  fonls. 
AfiiT  oxnmining  tliem  all,  lie  decideil  that  that  of  Maruchak 
alone  was  julapted  to  the  passage  of  a  force  such  as  ours.  In 
reality,  however,  it  is  not  so  much  the  ford  itself  as  the  nature 
of  ih<>  land  across  which  tlicr  ford  must  lie  approiu*he«l  tluit 
l»resrnls  dithcullies.  The  aj»j»i*oaclies  even  of  tin;  Mamrhak 
ford  are  had  enough,  hut  have  l»een  materially  improv<Hl  hy 
rani]»in;4  the  hanks.  Wu  leave  the  Murglmh  valley  s«>me- 
where  near  liand-i-Xadiri,  some  10  miles  north  of  Maruchak, 
and  strike  across  to  the  Khushk  valley,  (hir  i»arty  is  not  to 
complete  as  I  at  first  imagincil  it  W(»uld  lie.     Colonel  Kidgo> 

It 
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way'*  i»Ttj  Imi  lemoned  oar  nuratwr  hjr  four;  while  Oi|Uin 
IViic«ckc,  wlw)  Mvm*  In  ivg«nl  n«t  m  k  iniieHiiiniM  Iant7, 
M  nff  alniw  lo  Ktiuvlik  nwl  ih«  Kaild  or  IluHl-i-lktha  nD^e^ 
It  i*  wpII  for  no  to  make  the  racM  of  oar  time  ami  tee  all  we 
ran,  fnr  wlio  knowi  what  maj-  lie  in  the  fulvre  f  Y«M«r* 
da}-  Captain  Core  bimI  Ur  Tallmi  rrjniitMl.  hannj;  bcvn  avay 
nearlv  a  wn-k  mr«ntpe(l  in  the  Darlattid  waiiinit  for  a  Ine 
clear  tUy.  thi  the  ffth  tl»ejr  were  lewanlcil  fnr  their  (Mtiaaea. 
awl  aacemlint;  the  niowjr  Iteit^hia  («aiil  tn  l«  about  3000  leet 
ht^MT  (h«n  tiar  «»]>)  went  nt  the  Ilarliand,  inmoiM  in 
fotiii'lrlin;:  llie  tank  they  tud  in  %-iew — ria..  tn  mnnect  lb«r 
aar\Tj-  with  tltat  of  Mi^>r  Hndlich.  The  TlrUml  haa  l«e« 
Mppnl  wrih  aiKiw  fnr  aix  wc«k>  |«at  It  ia  a  Ine  n^Uu 
Shim-  of  tite  [imk*  arc  nvrr  9000  fi'^H  hi^.'h.  Surrn-or  I«Bm 
Miarif  will  innTrU  Mr*i;;hl  fpin  Ih-k-  mn*im  In  ihi>  Khoshk 
rivfT  at  llaiif-i-Khan,  l»llnwin;;  mmtt  cntHparaltvrIf  m(l»- 
qnmln)  riHiie. 

It  mar  ]<rHta|ia  he  wiirth  while  l»  Male  Iwrr  what  infer- 
Maii><n  I  li«\p  !■*»  al>lr  I"  *»'liiTt  al-mt  lite  ountry  Iw 
l«em  the  Mnr.-liali  nml  tite  <>\a*.  TIm-  an«.  (4  whi«-fi 
I  Itaie  •■■•••e  kmmlnlje  (laiied  luaiiily  nn  infntiuaiinn  ol^ 
laiiH^I  (hMn  ('n|i(ain  I'lvuxke  ami  Mr  SIi-rLt.  riiilnreM  llie 
|Ttlr  Male*  ••(  Manttenn.  Aiftkhiii.  .VkrU.  ami  Sliil«rsan, 
the  o«ua  (rtM  Kilif  ttiT<in;;h  Khwi^*  ^^r  (n^  Khw^i 
Hahh.  aa  it  l>a«  hilUrtn  Iwen  *t\\fU  t<>  Kltam-i-ah.  atMl  iba 
Irart  uinatnl  1wtw<^«  tlw  niant  m*!  frnm  lUla  Mnishah 
tn  Maimena  on  tlw  anaih  tn  tin-  (*lje  <4  tlw  Ihulit-i-ilml 
on  rlie  mirlli.  \\y  the  If.  it  a|i««r«  tluit  the  name  of  tiwi 
U  mit  a]<|>litil  in  l>ral  (mrUmv  lo  Nunly  dr«rrt,  Ini  to  the 
rt|«itae  of  li»ht,  riayrr,  nmlahitiM;;  hilb  ami  tiowua  thM 
etietwl  frntn  the  foot  <4  the  nnttbeni  B{mr«<if  tW  Tirhuad* 
i-TutLt<(«n  to  lite  cd»e  «f  Ihe  aamly  tract  tlMl  Im  l«lw«aa 
Urrr  ami  tlw  Oiaa  ai  Karhi.  The  aeUleMMmia  <w  llw 
UarirlMtt— vu.  Uaraehak,  ("ai^lrh.  and  VnlalMl — an  tmt* 
naeUd  with  thoa*  of  Alffhnn  TnrkiMaa— via..  UaineM.  D«nl< 
Blnlad,  and  Amlkhni— bjr  diraei  roeUa  acnaa  thia  timi  Nat 
tiMl  tiMM  nmtm  uv;  nt  Inat  new,  anch  m  wmU  h»  tmtlif 
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selected  by  a  large  cani\*nii,  or  Ijo  suitable  for  the  march  of 
even  a  sninll  Ixxly  of  troops.  It  api^ears  tliat  tliere  arc  wclU 
to  1)e  found  at  intervals,  f^reatcr  or  less,  all  over  this  chnL 
These  wells  are  said  to  In;,  as  a  rule,  from  50  to  60  feet  in 
doptli,  and  lined  with  brick.  As  they  arc  uiipronded  witli 
drinking-tron<^bs,  or  even  the  traces  of  their  former  existence, 
it  may  be  conclude<l  that  they  are  intended,  not  for  waterin;; 
iiocks,  hut  for  the  use  of  casual  travellers.  Tlio  water  in 
thoni  is  brackish  naturally,  and  from  stagnatiu*;  in  the  wells* 
which  are  rari*ly  used,  1>ccomes  vcr}'  foul.  There  is  no  doal»t 
that  these  routes  have  been  matle  use  of  even  in  recent 
years  by  caravans  seeking  to  avoid  the  main  road  through 
Andkhui  and  Maimena,  and  so  escajie  tlie  heavy  dnas  escocted 
by  the  rulers  of  th(KSc  petty  states.  How  exorbitant  thciso 
dues  wore,  any  one  who  has  read  Vanil>ery*8  Travels  knows. 
The  risks  attendant  on  travelling  by  tliese  routes  are  sutK- 
ciently  attested  by  tlie  fact  that  tnivellers  often  pi*rish  in  the 
midst  r)f  this  iidios])i table  waste.  Nor  are  tliase  risks  confineil 
to  any  r»no  seas<ni.  In  summer  ami  winter  alike  the  tniveller 
is  cxi»f)sed  to  tliem.  He  may  die  of  thirst  under  a  broiling 
fiun,  and  lie  may  i>erish  of  mM  in  the  snows  embrace — fatal 
and  vet  so  seductive  to  the  lost  wejirv  wavfarer.  For  the 
Turkoman,  the  rzU'k,  and  the  Aimak,  who  tliinks  a  change 
of  wearing  ajjparel  a  .suiK*rthious  luxur}',  and  airries  his  lietl- 
ding  stra)))>ed  on  the  saddh^  liehiud  him,  water  in  a  mhsumI; 
and  food  for  himself  and  gi-ain  for  his  steed  in  a  stiddlc-liag, 
such  a  journey  presents  ])erl»aps  but  small  ditHcullies.  Tlii\ 
however,  is  calculating  without  the  chapter  of  accidents.  Let 
him  but  lose  the  track,  and  how  shall  he  fmd  it  agahi  in  that 
intricate  waste  of  undulati(»ns  ?  He  may  have  water  enou«;h 
for  himself  for  two  or  three  days,  but  his  horse  cannot  work 
without  water,  and  must  ere  long  fall  down  exhausted.  And 
then  he  must  leave  it,  and  struggle  along  burdened  with  his 
own  water  and  fo<Kl.  And  even  if  he  1k5  so  fortunate  as  to 
c<^nic  across  a  well,  sui)iK)se  it  Ik3  dry,  or  that  he  has  aban* 
doiied  his  60  feet  of  rf>pe  necessary  for  reaching  tlic  water  I 
^^r  even,  given  him  the  water,  his  stock  of  fooil  will  inevitably 
*^^l  hini  ere  he  can  reach  the  habitations  of  man ;  for  tlia  raad 
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b  Uma.  ami  Iw  iiwjr  Iw  nnrljr  100  iiiilc*  fmtn  all  hniMn  M 
wht^  hi*  evil  lute  nvcrUkca  him.  AihI  iii  iIm  winicr,  wlH*n 
tlte  annw  w  il«:i'|i  nn  iha  uphiimI,  Rmt  olnruri'*  ihr  Inirit  aiMl 
nl«4ncU  iIm  vi'iiin,  Itkirku  iltu  rnul  in  ilnfm.  ivml  wiik  ita 
piiilr«a  cUrr  ppiitncn  anoW'tJiixlm-M ;  wIhti  llw  r><hl  U  in- 
l«n*a  ami  fiH-l  i*  nowlim  m  )<■  finin<l ;  wlu-ii  tlir  i.'na*  mul 
•mill  ilMt  •IpMili)  alliinl  nntriiiimt  !•>  lU-  Ihitw  i*  Ixiiidl  iW)! 
in  iW  •nijw, — lU-n,  imlavil.  irui/  iIm-  mfpinit  diill  ft  iU.-*\miT 
rinuHnr  irilli  tlic  Iv^nniUtti;  ii>l<l  iif  llw  i-lvtiKnia  nihl  l<i>l  llw 
Inii-lli-r  fviiv  to  h<>|ir.  Wtuit  availa  it  ltK>M  iluit  -ihiw  lin 
arniml  liw  nit\i-*t — nnow  for  wliirl)  tlw  |«ri-lMi|  liuvi-lli-r  in 
Mtiiit>H-r  wnatlil  ;nvc  ■  (•ifltine.  It  ia  n>*  ■■•••«  Im*  wnnla  to 
•kki'  lii*  thin>(,  Iwt  fufl  W  n-*'<n  vilaliljr  tx  hi*  tiMwU*! 
liinto.  Knrli  arr  aiiMir  nf  tW  tlxii^p-n  !••  Iv  riHiHinla-n*l 
In^rfMnK  llii*  rkul.  NiUDnitljr  (Itv  inliMlitinnU  ••(  tU-  ilix 
Ihct*  Uitilfhni;  (wi  11  afv,  a*  a  mk'.  ntrt'lnl  bi  t'l  liiw  lltpir 
)»iimcjiiii:»  arn"a  it  a*  in  n-liiT  ilo-^-  ri>l(*  t"  a  ntiiiimttM, 
Mill,  jrrar  l>y  yrar  MA  a  (I'W  imti-llcn  pa>|>  iMit  llia-ir  la<4 
Ivraili  ■•»  it*  IMR-Iwil  ■tr]«|ira,  iir  Milk  wmnly  t"  iIm-  amiil  ila 
IrarklcM  an>>«^  Tlie  [iwcli-  •titiik'  tin*  wintrr  hen-  int"  |wn 
|irn>aU  t'l  (iirlf  •lav*  mu-h,  rallnl  n-«pirti\rlj-  riiHii-hal-m 
ami  fkilU-i-lknnt.  •«  tlw  irrral  ami  l<-wat  f<>flT 'Liv*.  TIn 
f-murr  U«l<  (rxii  1*011)  |lii-ciiiUf  ta|i|«i\iiiMlt-l>  >  i<i  ilic  :IM 
Janiuiy,  ami  llir  Ultrr  fn<ni  IM  tVI-niari  !•>  bI<.u|  liHh 
Uarrh.     Ihirin;:  lliriv  )wn>i>l«  \\vy  nmNaki  it  nimiIc  t'l  rroM 

In  iiHirwvin;;  acntM  ■u-li  a  (-"tinir^  iIh-  ■t.■;^«  iMtnnllf 

•k-|rml  itti  [In-  [nNltixn  •■(  lltr  «flt*  4ml  '4  IIh'  knalilh-*  wIipW 

(nrl  ami  (■■l>l>-r  an  |4taural4r;  ami  il  u  *ivMin;:l)r  |>i  MM-h 
|4an«  akmp  lliat  iui»r«  arv  airailH^L  Marlin;;  Iran  MmTh- 
r)Mk.  we  iMrh  tlw  hnt  wpIU  at  (iab  tlM>liiiM.  -Hm-  :!0 
niilr«  minKmat  ••!  ihr  ■l4itinv'<|"Hnl-  Kmiii  tiala-llu^lima 
tn  Kanlil,  the  m-it  «.l).  u  al>i)t  ^7  miU-*.  KaraUl  it 
ailMaldl  nti  a  Im^il  la*>cl  |>Uiii4ii.  ^i^*  !•>  'J'>  luilro  in  Wfltli.  ami 
•raaa  3J00  («pt  alnvr  ml  Irtil.  wlmh  •INtclir*  tnwi  llir  fn* 
<4  Ihr  Tir(Mml-i-Turk»*lan  inl»  !)•«  <l««-n.  ami  r<««M  llw 
watwaliaJ  Ivorani  th»  UmsImI-  ami  Uw  (Xm.  IIm  (mI  ia 
t«  b«  foawi  is  (Im  km  of  mb  umI  low  Uwha^     TW  ilmiw 
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n^'e  from  thin  plntonu  niiil  iU  outlying  H\nm  colh*cU  in  a 
Yiilloy  iiunioil  A<(Iixkiii^,  niid  n  few  miles  alM»vo  Kamwiil- 
khaiia  j(»inH  t)io  valley  wliioli  cnrrieM  to  the  Miiiv)uil>  tl>e 
(Iruinn^'c  from  Chalmr  Slinm1»A  and  Kaliih  Wall.  The  river 
Ki/.ar,  that  wo  nee  in  the  ma)M  ili.sap|H*arin^  to  the  northwanl 
ill  the  ileserl,  i8  purely  mytliioal.  What  a  ^KlMi*ntl  it  woukl 
Ik?  if  it  <lid  hut  exist  I  FnMii  Karahil  there  are  twi>  nmti*«— 
one  to  Andkhui  and  the  (»ther  to  Dauhitaliad,  an  KrNtirt  NiHtk^ 
nicnt  on  tlie  Shirin  Tapio,  nonie  l^o  niilen  south  hy  went  of 
Andkhui.  The  whole  country  \h  of  an  undulating  natun*. 
From  Karahil  to  DaulataUid  is  a  distance  of  mmie  tH)  niiles*, 
and  wells  are  fianul  at  intervals  of  fn>ni  ITi  to  20  mi1i*i«.  The 
names  j'iven  to  some  of  these  wells  are  Yar;;han  Cliakli,  Ki- 
yamat-i-Shur,  and  Var;;han  Kui.  At  Kiyanmt-i-ShnrHcnihand 
hushes  suitahlf  fur  fuel  >;i*ow.  The  f<Hhler-MU|H»ly  de|H*nd»  i»n 
thr  siMisou  of  tlieyear:  it  is  most  plentiful  in  Ri»rin«5,  after  the 
wintur  rains  aud  snows.  This  r«»ule  was  taken  rceently  hy 
the*  party  under  Captain  lVac<K*ke  and  Mr  Merk,  eimsifttin;; 
of  sih(»nt  100  mi'ii,  IK)  horsos  and  |Niuies,  ami  9.*)  c:inielM. 
Tiny  started  from  Marmhak,  carrying  with  them  three  ilays* 
waur  in  nn/ssitks  aud  lliree  days*  fuel.  After  that  they  de- 
pended for  water  on  tlie  snow,  and  for  fuel  on  the  res4»un'eH 
of  the  chtl.  I'ortunatelv  neither  failed  them.  This  was*  in 
•ianuary.  wiien  the  cold  wa^  most  intense,  and  snow  and  niin 
fell  evi'iv  second  nr  tliird  <iav.  The  entire  distanoe  hy  thiH 
route  from  Maruchakto  Daulatahatl  isalMiut  l.k'i  mile^  Just 
l>e1i»w  Haulatahad  the  waters  of  the  A1»-i-Mainn'na  (wliieli  han 
iK'en  joined  higher  up  hy  its  atlhicnts,  the  Xarin,  and  the 
streams  from  the  Almar  and  Kais;ir  vaUevs)  and  the  Shirin 
Tii;:.io  nieet,  and  lh»w  thence  towanis  Andkhui  nndiT  the 
name  of  Ah-i-Audkhui.  At  Haulatalmd  is  a  strong;  well-hnilt 
f«»it  hrl()n;:in^'  to  the  Krsaris,  who  lH»th  cultivate  a  lai^e  area 
«»f  land  in  the  valley  of  the  Shirin  Ta;:ao,  and  graze  their 
tlorks  on  tlie  rliifl  to  a  distance  of  siuue  25  mile.^  fnnn  their 
'^^'ttlement.  A  radius  of  alM)ut  the  Siune  len^^h  repreNonta 
rou;^r),|y  i^Ij^j  ^listance  u]»  to  which  the  inhahitanta  of  Andkhui, 
^f ainieua,  nnd  all  the  VzWV  settlementft  on  the  hidiroad  fnnn 
^^iniinona  to  Ikla  Murj-lmb,  use  the  chut  for  pastoral  purposes. 
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Fmm  ItaulaUUil  Ui  AwlkUiii  it  is  two  uMiehM  foUowiBg 
the  )«nk4  of  the  AUi-Amlkhni,  which  (■  hhI  to  U  in  ImadUi 
kUtit  -2^  feci,  ami  in  drplh  klmut  liw.  The  tnt  •(«;:>  M  to 
Oiap  liiuUr.  14  milvs,  ami  ilttatct  to  Awlkhni,  30  twra.  TIm 
valUj  ihMa;:hout  if  Ivwl,  and  tlie  tnil  exeelleni ;  aixl  f  ot  it  U 
niui|>|pt<'l)'  (ti-wrteil.  To  tnXer  into  a  oriarate  •lc«rri|<tiaB  U 
Aixlkhui.  Akclia,  Slii1«ri:an,  ami  Maintotui  w<iul<l  Iw  wha^ 
Mcin;:  lltat  tlicjr  are  nil  mi*)  to  Ik  of  llw  aaiite  iyv<::  tha 
■ame  riKirrling  walls,  imire  or  In*  in  ruin*;  the  same  cibMld, 
niit  iguite  *■>  raiiml  a«  iIm  wall*;  the  aaine  lonilJi'Mim  mad 
mm>w  Mni-tii;  ami  llir  MUte  l«<aar,  with  iIk'  Mine  Mjrie  of 
■Ifijo.  nml  ilic  aamr  Liml*  of  wan**  ami  gianlt  in  jrmtcr  or 
Ifv  |ir»fu*i<in.  Tlw  Imlk  of  iIm-IT  iiilMltiiani*  an  I'lbrhi^ 
Willi  a  ■jmiiklin;:  "f  Tiirk<i«iun«,  nml  iirolwlily  n«ne  Jews  nmI 
llimln^  Dm;  |><]Hilatiiin  (•(  Maiiiwna  iU*U  i*  p>tiinali*l  at 
3(it)0  (.iiiiiIk-b.  ami  <4  iIk-  Maiinnui  Rtnlf  al  in>.000.  Thuw  of 
tlu'  ••(■■•-r  ilmr  Mait^  im  mmh  !(■*«.  It  is  i-umKis  iliat  whib 
till-  llin^-  Lillfr  arv  (iimnitMUil  villi  Iri'ea  ami  wnllnl  ;,>antatM. 
llw  oninirT  at*>mi>I  llir  (•■niirr  slHaihl  )«  ilt^lilulv  »(  buth. 
|li-t«ii'M  >iMtim-iH  ami  |ti>LlMra,lf7' llw  n-ntv  of  Amlkhniaad 
Katki,  llirn-  I*  an  fM<-ii*itv  rarr^iD;:  Irwiv.  Knm  Awlkbw 
l»  Maiim'iia  llie  naki  |>n:iirti)«  im  ihlHrtiltin  as  n-^'anU  ih* 
n>nh;;iin(i--ii  of  tin-  oiuiitrT.  fori,  irrntiii;;.  walrr.  ami  *ti|i|iliM, 
Knaa  Karki  i»  Amlkhui  titp  r<M>l  w  l>y  mi  im-an*  w  May. 
Tlir  tail*  apwml  llir  l.illrr  l<>wu  <-\lrfi<l«  Mwne  U  wile*  tO 
lltr  mmh  "f  it,  wlH-rc  llir  ntrt-wAliY  U-nimra  ci«i|ilrtcl}-  »&- 
lutimtnl  Uj  Iv-in^  tinwn  oil  (tir  im;.-aiiiat.  To  trm-b  fnai 
Karki  tlw  vlip.-  '4  lliu  <*ui*.  tir*t  mhim-  30  Miln  iif  mumI; 
■lr>rrt  fivm*l  with  ^vmut  (a  •j^ir*  irf  tanunvk  which  ia 
fiMiml  all  i»rr  llir  IViiimI  A>m»  .k-«nts  ami  whk-h  the 
Unauans  ftmmi  lw>t  taIiMl4c  a*  fNel,  mi(  owlf  fiV  ltwi|w 
ami  iknnrMk  jMriaaM,  l>at  alwi  fur  ihiit  Mnmla«ta  mi 
tlie  Aral  ami  the  l>i«a,nnul  na|i|illia-l<«imtntf  nt-^nr*  mm 
tNlri>l<*n<il.  ami  iviMlram-tlTu*  hntishl  fnnn  llic  alMifM  «l 
the  C«a|wanlaml  tltra  alwl  30mik«»f  «mlMkitin{;nlai,l«s«* 
U.  In  IravmnL  VaMla^,  if  I  nMewl^r  nirhllj,  «imm  hjr 
thii  nml,  ami  ckacnUa  it.  Iho*)^  wot  |«rha|w  ia  ittWfl 
Than  mm.  of  amm,  wcUs  ahiai  K  mw  whtdi  nnnm 
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l)ivoiiac.    The  20  miles  of  chid  is  simply  desert  from  want  of 
water  to  irripitc  it.    The  latitude  where  the  uortlieni  ed«;c  of 
this  vast  undulating  stepiX3  (chul)  merges  into  Uie  drift -sand 
of  the  desert,  may  be  roujjhly  rciiresentcd  hy  a  line  drawn  fnnu 
A  point  a  little  north  of  Balkli,  and  thence  ])assing  some  10  or 
IT)  miles  north  of  Akcha  and  Andkhui  to  Sari  Yazi  on  the  Mur- 
ghah.     North  of  this  line,  to  the  Dxus,  stretches  the  desert  of 
drift-saml,  wliich,  lietween  Kilif  and  Akcha  only  some  18  miles 
hroail,  increases  steadily  in  breadth  as  it  extends  weiitwanl. 
There  is  also  another  caravan-road  from  Andklnii  to  Kliam-i- 
ab  on  the  Oxus,  a  distance  of  aliout  GO  miles,  divitled  into 
tliree  sta^^es — vix.,  Ihdut-kak,  24  miles ;  Jar-kuduk,  18  miles ; 
and  Khani-i-ab,   18  miles.     Tlie  wonl  kak,  a  cf>m|H>nent  of 
r»u]ut-kak,  is  tlie  name  ^ivon  to  tanks  cimstnictetl  alnn;;  these 
caravan-mules  ft)r  the  purjKise  of  collectin*;  snow-water.     Tlie 
water  of  the  wells  is  invariably  brackish.    At  Jar-kmhik  there 
is  an  Af^^han  fnintier  outiHist  located  in  a  small  fort,  the  hind 
arnniid  which  is  now  bein«4  brought  un<U*r  cultivation.     This 
f(»rt,  it  is  said,  was  fonnerly  used  as  an  Af«;han  convict-pris«»iL 
The  ilistance  from  Karki  to  KiHf,  ])assin;^  tlirough  Kham-i-ab, 
Dali,  an<l  Kliwaja  Sahir,  is  alM)ut  TO  niiles.    Tlie  trou*j;li  of  tlie 
river  Oxus  Ijcre  is  of  j^reat  breadth,  and  in  its  centre  lie  at 
this  season  ^Teat  mud-tlats,  which,  durin;^  the  IIckmIs  which 
co]iiiii(.nce  in  A])ril  and  subside  in  »Septend»cT,  are  entirely  or 
innsily  subiuer^'i'd.     On  either  Uiuk  f»f  the  river,  lietween  the 
ilnod-lfvcl  and  the  descri,  is  a  slriji  of  ver}'  fertile  soil  var)*in«» 
finni   two  to  three  inile»  in   breadth.      On  l>oth  banks  are 
si'itl(Ml  the  Krsari  Turkomans,  who  live,  some  in  kihilkaA,  some 
in  niud-liouscs,  jind  cultivate  the  fertile  strip  aUive  mentioned. 
The  s|»rin«,'  croj)s  (wheat  and  kirley)  dei>en<l  mainly  on  the 
rainfall  for  arriving'  at  maturity,  while  for  the  autumn  cmps 
(jonxr)  tlu'  land  is  irri;;ate<l  from  llootl-water  canals.     Silk- 
W(»rni  farming  is  an  imi>ortant  branch  of  the  Krsari  indusir}*. 
Tlu*  nndberry-trees  for  the  nutriment  <»f  the  cateq»illars  are 
^'rown  along  the  banks  of  the  canal  an<l  nmnd  ever)*  field. 
Tlie  raw  silk  is  exiK»rted  to  rMikhara,  and  there  manufactured 
^»^to  iliosc  shawls,  handkerchiefs,  antl  welw  of  silk  which  ans 
^^'^11  known  throuj^hout  the  East    The  Ersaris  are  said  to  be 
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|iCM|»roiu  ami  wcaltliy.  Fartlwr  to  ibe  nofth-cut.  Mar 
Clwrjui,  ilwcll  ilie  Kara  Tiirknuian*,  a  Mrtii>n  o(  llir  Erwri. 
Htcf  are  thr  mljr  TiirkamaiM  who  Mill  niiL  \l*a  have  iNanl 
ni  M-rvral  of  ihrir  raiilo  Tnnnd  Aiidklmi  ihU  wintrr.  A*  fev 
tiw  Alirli,  wl»»in  Mir  nM|i«  cnnaipi  ragueljr  to  itie  licawl 
lanoi  n(  iIm  (k-acTt.  llirj  HTT  fnunl  to  l«  an  al>ii4at<'  fittiim. 
Uki-  the  Ti-kki-n  and  Sanika,  tlw  Kmaria  are  trmtt  luaitafac* 
liirrT^  i4  nrpctins  1  >>til  tn  iiijr  uiud  tlw  atticka  Ihrjr  tnm  <Mt 
are  ilprHlwIly  inf<rri«r  U'  ihiMc  i-mliirtN)  l>j-  (Im>  two  f>«iNrr. 
Ibilh  f»r  lH*ti>  m  minnr  ami  for  ■■•ft  vrlidimiM  <if  leiinK,  the 
Saniki.  I  think,  moily  Ivar  awnjr  Um  |«Itn.  Tlir  Trkke  col- 
nirin-r  !■  ln»  \i\til;  1<ul  it  murt  t«  a>)mittrtt  llial  the  Icxtnn 
••f  ik-ir  t>r*l  pnahidion*  in  womk-rfnltjr  cloiw  ami  Ivatttifnilf 
■••(l.  Tltry  ircni.  Iwwrvrr.  to  |<tnlticv  a  lar;:c  <]nautity  of  ■»• 
frri-t  BitH-k^:  ami  lliU  mav  !«  atlrilwKtl  !»  thr  fart  that 
tlx-  KiiuUii  aiim-iBiKm  r4  ilmr  lia^  o|rm-<1  llw  nwrkHa  '4 
KufKiv  !•)  llw  Trkkp  imlnatrw.  AhmiM  emy  raqirt  fmaa 
a  S<niL  !•■•»■  lltat  I  lui^t:  -urn  ha*  l.vn  «—>>  "I  ■!•  kimL 

In  lite  utraniimr  llir  Conimiwimi  U  nMkia;;tTr]rmilital4t 
|>ri>„Ti-«(  ■'•«anU  K|B<ilin2  t\f  ntatkH*  I  l«lir«v  I  aM  mat 
t\a;:i:rnuif^  i(  I  Mate  lliat  (•<  Ihi'  iMirrltaar  n(  ltnr«r«,  rarficts. 
ami  jrsrlhn-  m4  Ina  tlian  Uk  IO.OWi  liave  tfowcil  frntM  the 
|aa  Li-t«  of  iIh'  ( iMnmiHif >n  intu  llw  nA-n  nl  IIh-  Santka  nl 
l'»nfUii.  hi  till*  Mim  I  <)ii  iiM  inrlmir  tlic  nrliiiar)  r\rrftl»y 
tnllo  of  r\rry  >li-*<-ri|>(K>n.  f<"«l.  iltvw.  Ac.  tlial  atf  jaitrhaanl 
in  llir  niwi|>  ltt<a.ir  l-j^  all  rank*  ami  rlaaara.  It  wdmI<1  in>le*tl 
br  ■!»»;:«■  if  lli«  I'onuniwnn  wefr  m*  i^iNilar  hrre.  Whrthrt- 
il  Ir  (Itc  tfutcnitartit  r*  a  (inratf  imlittilwil  wlm  baa  Itri* 
Brta  tnnMrtHNM  with  lima  pro)4<-.  iW  lailrr  an-  Mira  of 
nukinv*  a  ^-inl  l«ir;:Bin.  Wlaea  we  nMrrb  ftow  }tm  w«  Imia 
Irhiml  u*  -nmr  I'.'KI  liWi>u.  iNirWanl  )>jr  iHnmMrnt  W 
alwal  lla.  K.taM.  Tlwar.  aflrr  iriMi  wcvka*  ur.  ar«  ilnvt  1a 
Iv  liamhtl  (i\rr  t»  the  Amir'*  oAtriak  hm,  to  be  ilia|aNCt|  ol 
a«  llirjr  think  il. 

The  p4<k«  krjr  ha<  MimniRiiljr  faanNne  the  vmIiImm  of  ■ 
*«<IU  ami  iraJitmwl  Itniiah  I'itj.  Will  it  lu<«t>  tha  ffOmul 
Hcvbt  WkIwiI  r  H  It  wen  |wrwuail4a  b>  lajr  a  vacar  o«  a  mh- 
)mA«imAnial  inlanat to ladia,  I  wmU U diifaaMl l« aiak* 


IN   OUR  WINTER-QUARTERS.  205 

my  money  on  the  Kussinu  pick-lock,  eomi^oscHl  of  two  inscrn-     j 
ments — iliplonmcy  and  niilitai*}'  force.     It  would  nppenr  UK>re 
than  probaMe,  from  the  attitude  of  the  KuAsian  Govcninient, 
tl»e  dulay  in  withdmwin;?  the  out|K»t  from  l*uI-i-Kliatiiu.  tlie       j 
eil'nrts  made  to  ;^uiu  a  h<»ld  on  Panjdoh,  and  the  uiicourtoouif       ■ 
dilatorincss  of  the  Kiis-sian  Conunissiouer,  that  the  pre^Mit  is      / 
dtiMued  a  favoundjJe  op|M»rtuuity  for  forciu;;  the  hniid  of  the      / 
British  (lOVcrnnuMit  in  this  (piarter.     Kiisjtia  sees  Kii;;land  in     / 
ditUcultios  in  K^ypt,  and  on  1»a<l  terni»  witli  Frnnct;  and  Gvr- 
many,  and  very  natumlly  pn^nises  to  Uike  advanta^re  of  her 
eniharra.s.smo!its.     From  her  1»e]iaviour  now,  it  is  iierlia|M  Ufii 
ditlicult  to  detect  the  ;:nme  that  8l)e  has  fn»m  the  Hrst  liad  in    i 
view.     Un.'ihle,  or  deeniin;:  it  unadvisahlc,  to  refuse  jioint- 
Mank  to  send  a  Commission  and  deHne  a  frontier,  she  con-     > 
sonted  to  Kn^daiHTs  proix»sal,  trusting;  to  time  and  circum- 
stances to  aid  lier  in  evading  the  consummation  of  tlie  umler- 
takin^L^'.     It  wouhl  ap]H.>ar  that  time  and  circumstances  have 
answered  only  t«M>  wrll  to  her  ho|)es.     At  the  very  lime  when 
the  frontier  sliould  he  Hxe<l,  she  ri»i»s  Kn;;laiid  involvetl  in 
ditluuhies  on  all  hands.     Now  is  her  time  to  )>ut  <>ii  tin* 
screw,  an<l  she  ci»nse<piently  raises  ohjections  to  all  Eii;:lamrs 
proposals  and  demands;  and  as  the  work  of  the  two  ComniiH- 
.si«»ns  cannot  ]>roceed  nnlil  these  preliminary  ne«^tiati«»us  arc 
cHucliuled,  it  l»ecomes  a  matter  of  indeHnitc  uncertainty  wIhmi 
tljat  work  will  l)e;^'in.  [ 

l»ut  to  return  to  Af^'han  Tnrkistan.  The  |)opulatioii  of  the 
oasis  of  Andkliui  is  estimatiMl  at  *^000  families,  alni«Mt  all 
r/.lK»ks.  Tlie  ^^arrison  and  ;iovernor  (hy  name  AUlul  Haniiil 
Klian)  are  Af;:han.  The  s^'mi-ruined  town-walls  euchisc  lar;^ 
unoccupied  spaces,  a  pr«M»f  that  it  was  once  nuire  ]M)pul<nis 
than  it  is  now.  There  are  no  villa«,'es  ronnd  the  city,  hut 
n\unerous  walled  ;^Mnlens  in  which  the  well-to-<lo  Uzlieks  live 
in  sununer.  A^aiculture.  silk-worm  fannin;;,  and  the  carry- 
in;r  trade  between  Maiinona  and  l»okham,  are  the  pnnci|ial 
<H>cupations  of  the  inhahitanls.  The  fields  round  tlu*  town 
'^iv  still  dotted  with  towers  of  refn;,'e,  mementiw  of  the  now 
*^hn(»st  hyj^one  nj:e  of  the  Turkcunan  raids.  Kilif,  on  tlie 
^•^^^^  is  describecl  as  a  ndniaturc  Att<Kk.    On  the  Afghan 
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•kk  cliSi  m-criiui|;  Um  Mreaiu,  ami  mi|ipMr  on  thtt  Bokhu* 
•kle  in  a  Twk  on  which  ia  |wrcttc<l  tlir  ■rmII  fntt  in  whidt 
rcMik*  Um  Ikiklwn  tiavemnr  of  Kilit,  an  ohi  MUm  naiMd 
Toktamiali  lies.  Tlw  nvrr,  wtiich  lower  iknni  at  Khw^ia 
Sibr  ant)  Kliam-i-ab  ll»w<  in  ae^-cnl  rluinnpU  in  a  Aal  bad 
and  i*  (lankwl  Ujr  manliy  irrmiml  llnnktl  in  tlte  hot  wmiIkt, 
i«  lirre  L-mthCTTCl  into  a  *iHi;le  Mroun— a  fin«  volume  of  wator 
•mar  .150  ranis  wide.  Kilif  ia  nn  (lie  tnain  rararan-roote 
)iK<t««-n  IhikUra  ami  Ikilkh.  M.iuir<i-«lMri(.  Akrltu.  S«r-i<|Nil, 
and  SliilMr^n.  awl  ia  ni*i«'*|unitl5  an  ini)mrtant  Ivnj, 

TIk  t->Ul>li«tin>«iit  rn(i«ii>iii  <i|  m\  ImnU  (liit4>alUHUcil  pnau) 
atmut  45  tvri  Inn;;  and  15  wide,  with  (wtnlrd  atrw  aw) 
■imi :  lltear  )>1y  U-twrrn  two  mimII  iiatunl  harl'wn  fi««Mil 
l>v  •|>t)n  ••(  (lir  cIiITk  iwijt^in;:  into  llie  attvam,  and  an  tuwed 
a'niu  y-j  a  «iii);h-  Ihitm-.  ■ilorhnl  l»  ttie  |ifi>w  if  a  n^« 
fa«lr»e<l  U>  a  collar  wliiHi  ii  tinulj*  fixnl  to  a  i^inh  )aMWi;t 
niuml  tU  Ihitm'!  )»l]r  I«-Uiik1  tU  »lw>ahli-r.  Uy  ihi*  ranUiv- 
anrr  llie  Iwirw  wIm'm  in  lite  wairr  i*  a»*iwn<lc<l.  an*l  Iwins 
ivltrtnl  ••(  III*  own  wri;:1>t,  Ita*  nnlliinS  to  «|n  Ixtt  kKk  nwl. 
Ilr  II  ;:ui>lnl  l-T  a  1<n<ll<-  fnxii  iIh'  I'wt  ;  wlwn  llie  rivrr  ia  ia 
|l«.*|  iwii  lH>r»-«  nif  lianH-vMil  t»  llie  UwL  itkrlia  i«  di«Unl 
(i<«B  Kdd  al-Mit  :iO  imli-*.  Tlir  nml.  ritawiny  a  *in|i  iif 
di'«tl  MtiMt  |H  iiiili-a  III  whIiIi.  Mnki-<  llie  WiTtlieni  i<at-„'«  ol 
tlir  ALi-lu  fnti«.  Ilin-.  liii>.  ia  an  Af;^n  ;?)m««  and 
piKTiKT,  Al'lid  IIImih  Khan.  I«<4lirr  •<!  ihr  lti>vnn<«  •>! 
AmlLliHi.  Tie  water  -  tni'iiljr  id  ilii«  itiwn  i*  uikl  l<i  U 
1iri>a;:>i(  m  iwn  Ur^  r^iiaU  lni«n  (he  lland-i- llariaiT  <«  Uw 
lldlLh  nttY  wirth  id  llalkh  inicwMiiU  aro  (•«»■  Itm*. 
Shil«r;:an  t*  duuni  aUmt  :tj  miUw  tfm  Akcka,  awl  k 
ftwrhnl  in  («•>  nun-hr«  ol  aUnil  20  awl  15  miloa  re<|we- 
Inclf.  Tlie  fi^  'd  (Im-  >4iilNirt:an  nltivaliiia  w  t'tnrlwd 
a(  lh«  Md  <d  the  ferH  nwrrh  at  a  |dan  wiMed  Chickki 
Mit)air9in  ia  alio  omfwd  )>T  an  Alj^tiaa  pmwm.  Ilm,  m 
apiaml  Uaimena,  WNch  <d  (he  cahitalti«  ilefwwU  wdi-lr  on 
tha  rainUII.  wheiMa  al  Awlkhui  awl  Akrha  th»  raiulall  ia 
iRHtflW-irnt  (•*  (kai  par^-Mc:  Hie  r><ad  bewc*  to  Uaiwean 
rriMej  the  tkmt  for  i5  aulaa  (two  waichea  of  U  awl  30  wika 
rnfmeun^yi  to   Khainbwl.  a  awdwi  aitMlad  «■  Un 
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Shirin  Tngao,  seven  miles  south  of  Daulatabad ;  tlicn  for 
some    25    miles   follows  the   1  Minks   of    the    Shirin   Tnpio, 
and   fiuiiUy   turns   oiV  in  a  south-west   direction   to   Jioi- 
nicna,  which   is  distant   about    10   miles    from    the    river. 
The  valley  of  the  Sliirin  fn>m  Khniralmd  upwards  is  well 
cultivated  and  coni]>aratively  thickly  iwpulated.     It  will  be 
seen  that  our  present  maps  are  far  from  correct  hera     For 
instance,  the   jH^sitious  of  Khairahad   and    JMulatahnd   are 
reversed,  and  tlie  distance  of  Maimena  from  the  Shirin  Ta;:ao 
is  more  than  doubled.     Maimena  is  ruled  by  a    hereditary 
Uz1>i'k  cliief  with  the  title  of  WaH,  but  is  now  held  by  a 
strong'  Afglian  f^arrison  coni]iosed  of  two  n^inients  of  infantry, 
a  re^'iincnt  of  cavalry,  and  a  Imttery  of  artiller}*.     It  is  the 
lar^'est  and  most  imiK>rtant  of  the  iH^tty  states  west  of  llsdkh, 
where   resitles   Sanlar   Mohannned    Isji   Khan,  (h)vemor  of 
Af^'lian  Turkistan,  a  cousin  of  the  Amir.     Maimena  lias  on 
luore  tlian  rme  occasion  doHeil  the  ]N>wer  of  the  Anitrs  and 
sustained  j)rotriKted  sie«,'es  by  Af;;lian  tn>o|is.     A  brief  sum- 
mary of  the  recent  annals  of  Maimena  may  be  of  interest. 
The  ]>resent  AVali,  Mir  Husiiin  Khan,  bavin;;  put  to  tloath  his 
bnaher,  succeeded  to  the  cbiefship  some  twenty  years  a;ro.     In 
ISGS,  Maimena  was  unsuccessfully  l>esiej;e«l  by  AUlurKuhman 
Khan,  the  present  Amir.     Al  that  time  Slier  AH  was  hoMin;; 
Herat,  and  AUlur  l«ahninn,  who  was  advancing;  from  Ikilkh  t<» 
attack   him   there,  was  ohlii^ed  to  take  Maimena   lieforc  lie 
eniild  advjince  farther.     Meanwhile  the  successes  ;;ained  by 
Shcr  All   and   his  son,  M(»hammed  Vakub,  had  pbu*ed  tlie 
former  on  the  throne   (»f   Kabul;   so  Alwhir  Kahnuin  with- 
drew fmni  l»efore  Maimena  to  r»alkli.     lk?fore  he  de|iartetl  lie 
is  said  to  have  e\chan<:ed   Korans  with  Mir  Ilusain  Kluin, 
and  tlie  two  swore  to  sianil  by  one  another  in  tlie  liour  of 
need :    a   curious   compact  as  U'tween   two   men   wIk>  ju->t 
before  had  K'en  en;4a;;ed  in  active  warfare  the  <me  a«^iinrtt 
the   other.      After  his  visit   to   Umlialla  in  18C9,  Slier  AH 
proceeded  to  consrtlidate  his  ]M>wer  iu  Af;;hanistan.     Sardar 
^b>hannn(^l  Alam  Khan  was  sent  to  take  Maimena;  but  it 
^vas   only  after  a   six   months'  sie^^e   that  he   succeeded  in 
^'opturing  it     A  breach  having  lx*en  elfectetl,  the  place 
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M'lntMtl  hj  iIm  A(;iImu  t<>rrt\  ■ml  Kn  inilm-rimiiMla  n 
■ihI  ]f<  •M-III4  III  Imw  t<>11iiwiiL  Mir  tluuiii  KIwn  «-«■  M-ut 
■  |wiwHH-r  t'>  KnIhiU  Mill  n-|4iK\'<l  l>y  )iU  ivUihc,  INkwar 
KImii.  WImh  AI-l-ul-KiKlua  (o-k  IlL-nl  tiw  iIm  imwnt 
Amir  ill  IttHJ,  )h-  initMwil  lliitWr  iIiuhikIi  iIm*  lli>MniJ«t, 
ttiii*  ■viHiliii;'  >laiiiH-iiA.  It  wn4  xiiljr  |ia«t  oi-niin  tlwl  a 
(••nv  WM  m.'tit  to  rolurc  it  Wltnl  Ninlar  Al-lur  IImIiimu 
f..il.il  |»  .!■•  1.y  i<.nv  ill  tfWri.HiHl  Mht  Ali  witli  ;:rv>ii  aitli.iih]r 
t-llirttil  N  vi-nr  iv  two  lul<-r.  Amir  Al>l<ir  lUlnmui  lomirlit 
alonit  liy  iiilri;;ii<-  in  n  few  wn-k*.  Tin-  rtpm;;  Inrty  williin 
tlw  t»wit  ••Ivi-nH-  111  IhUwur  Klutn.  lakiti;:  wIvrtiilMKi-  <>l  hii 
nii|ii>|Hil.iril]r  witli  tlir  mm«  <•(  iIm-  |«-"|4r,  •iiin::tH.'>l  apiinH 
I.M...  nml  --.ii  (-^uii'llt- 1  liim  l»  Mim-iHltT.  Slir  tliKwin  KImh 
»««  llii-ii  ttii|i|->iiiliil  )•■  iIh- i'liii'Mti|i,  ntHi  Ihtawmr  n-iwiVMl 
In  K.-iIhiI.  Tin*  Wall,  Imwcti-r.  i*  nl  )<rfwnl  ■  iwrv  ixitutiMd 
mW.  TlH'rt'  ■•  nil  AMkim  lla-nKk'nl  tlHif.  an>l  iii  lii<  ImimU 
t*  ti-«tiil  tlir  nsil  anlldinir.  TIm?  -likt^iKV  t^»n  Mmiim-wi  to 
IUl.1  Mi.r/l>.->l>  i>  -lii.'lill)  im.k-r  lOl)  m<l<->.  TIn-  mmit-Ik^  an 
— Ahiur  17.  Kaiwr  IN.t'lwlMt  slMimli  IH,  Kal-iU  W.ili  -JO. 
lUU  >Jui::lia1>  :'4.  TIh-  «r.tti-r^H-l  lilwn-ii  tlw  Oxm  aitil  th* 
Mtir^liali  14  jii«i  m^  nf  1 1>i<  lukiii.  (puti  « liirli  |>Uci>  tit  Kalah 
Wall  llH-ri'  i«  •-••■iliiiii'ni*  •  ■iIii^bIkhi.  Ilir  Uml  Ivilttf  im^Mcd 
tfin  iIh-  ■trraiii.  wliH'h  ■■■•'••iih'*  rtluuMiil  ■■■•nt  m«  MiIn 
«rtt  <4  KaLili  Wall.  Kkkii  iIh-v  •liMixt*  a  Kr«Ml  |iart  •>(  ihv 
•ui'iJivs  uxil  I'jr  iia  at  ILiU  MurJuU  am-  l>r<Mt;:lil.  Tlvtv  H 
a  «^il<iiHnit  ••(  >4niL<  at  KaUK  Wall.  Ttir  «<Im«  arttlcMCMa 
art'  tifiBlljr  «(  I'llaka.  AltlfWUh  itirir  laltiU  atv  »nw  M 
■rTi;,-at»l  artifiiialh.  llicrp  ■•  m>i  n-.i«Hi  «liy  mif*^*.  w  «l 
U4inM-na.  lUU  Mur^UKK-Ulii-naii.  Kl>u>lik.an.lrl>rwlwn; 
Blt.Hit.1  ■•.<(  U  \t<-iun-\.  Tlir  Mtl  i«  M.aiiktfalljr  frrtil*.  TW 
tallrj  troui  Katali  Wall  l<.  KantawlkliMM.  mw  :!0  (<•  Si 
miIh  in  Irnirili  auil  a  Mtln  in  «i<llli.  i«  atlMifaMy  Mbirtdl  lor 
rwllivaliiin  rirti  )■*  raiit.  TIktp  aif  alwi  mnmc  Muall  aiifinea 
IN  It.  T\te  trwto  '4  a  dmnrr  tiwn  <i|  ktnw  rtirat  HMjr  ka 
■r«n  in  it.  mime  cii;lit  Mil**  wr«<  n|  Kalah  Wall. 

UawMM  ta  Ml  iMiaifiaBl  iraJr-cvntrv,  mh  an  ttwrniri 
Imimi.  in  whirk  ¥j>f^t^  s^nb  an  aanl  la  |ir«kNniiini«  n««t 
Hmmul      TIn  givM    u»    uU    iban  i>  Bartlj   tMpdttaJ 
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tlircmj^h  l*M»iuUay,  ninl  the  while  cottons  nml  hroadrlotlis  arc 
nil  c>f  Kuj^'lisli  nuimifaelure,  iiii]M>rtc<I  t1irr>ii;{h  Inilin.  TJhj 
coltMirod  (Mittons  nro  iiHMlly  liussinn.  Silkft  nrc  fn»m  IWikliam. 
Itn.Msian  IciitluT  \n  inurh  \\mh\  for  Hhtmn  nml  Imotn.  Mnny  (»f 
IIh^  clotlis  in  \\m\  Huch  nn  /wmfc,  Zwril',  nii<I  aghari,  nrc  woven 
lo(*ally  or  Ity  tlic  Hurrouiidiii;;  Tnrkonmn  nn«l  Aiinnk  triU*^ 
Many  varit'lii's  of  fnrH,  Um),  are  ))nK:nm1»U\  fmm  eoniiiioii 
hIico])  and  fox  skins,  to  tlif  liner  otter,  fupiimd,  iiinrten,  iin<l 
Astrnkan.  SIire)>-skins  ami  Astnikan  nre  nniMl  IniIIi  for  Imts 
an<l  (>a)>s,  and  for  linin;^  fmshtinA.  Ikitli  otter  nnd  Aiitmknn 
(tlie  Ik'sI  and  trne  Astrakan  is  tlie  Hkin  nf  nil  unlioni  1aiii1») 
are  nnicli  in  vo«riit*  as  lriniinin;;s,  while  the  olhem  nre  p*ner* 
ally  nsod  for  lining  ^W^/Z/m.  One  of  the  |M?ciiliar  iiiMtitiitioim 
of  the  ciMintry  of  the  r/U'k,  the  Tnrkoninn,  nnd  the  Atiiiak, 
is  tlie  kihithf  {Uunsin\  locally  tenne<l  I'hinjah,  Of  tlicm;, 
two  liavc  rcienlly  ln'on  desjmtehtMl  to  Kii;(lAiid  hy  Sir  I'eter 
Lnnisdcn — one  to  the  Ff»rei.i:n  Olliee,  the  other  for  the  Indian 
and  Colonial  Kxhihition  of,  I  think,  188G,  of  whieh  ho  is 
(»ne  of  the  directors.  Tlie  latter  is  a  p;irticiilnr]y  hniidsouic 
one,  circular  (as  ihey  all  are),  with  a  diameter  of  16  feel 
The  framework  is  made  of  wiHow.  Tlie  walls,  which  nre 
eiu'Iit  or  nine  fed  in  lieij^'hl,  consist  of  a  sort  of  trellis-work, 
foMin;^  up  into  a  small  compass  for  paekini;,  and  ex|iQiidiii;; 
wlu'ii  tlie  I'ihitbt  is  erected.  The  rtxif  is  8iip]M>rted  hy  a 
nunilM'r  of  curved  willow-siavos,  the  up|)cr  ends  of  which 
tit  into  slots  in  a  woinlcn  riii;^  some  two  feet  in  dintnetcr, 
forminL,'  the  centre-piece  of  the  roi»f,  while  the  lower  nre 
ali;i(li('<l  to  the  top  of  the  trcllis-work  wall,  llie  whfdc  is 
c<>viT((l  from  crown  to  foot  with  numatl^  a  8|)eeieii  of  thick 
piiahh'  t\'ll.  Tliere  is  of  course  namad  and  Hftmad,  Tliat  of 
the  khi/yn/f  in  •ini'^lion  is  remarkahly  j^immI.  Over  llic  wooden 
rin;^'  in  the  centre  of  the  riK)f  tits  u  conical  cap  of  namnd,  my 
rtiran.u'ed  as  in  allow  sm<»ke  to  escajHj  and  yet  prevent  min 
'»r  snow  drijjpin;;  in.  Tiic  interior  is  linwl  with  hrij^ht- 
colniiriMJ  (lotli  of  native  manufacture,  and  the  Irellis-work 
r^'Tdeil  round  hy  a  hroad  hanil  of  Tiirkoninii  wehhin;^  some 
•^O  (^.^^^  hnv^.  S»mc  of  these  hits  of  wehhin^  arc  of  admiimble 
^*-'<turv,  desi^'n,  and  workmanship. 


CHAPTEU    Vin. 

AT  nUUUX. 

Ki-tacuHiiis,  IM  A4ra«y. 

IVr  l>-ft  lUIn  Miir::lMl>  llii<  lu'iniiii;^  Tn-in«nnw  wv  mwm 
tlM>  loTil  III  MarnrUk.  aixl  tin'  im'U  iLty  iiuin-li  *tnt;:lit  ttnm 
(mm  ihrrr  In  (lMnuin>i-Uil  •■«  llw  Kltmlik,  a  ilitUnea  n( 
41   luiW 

Wr  arritcil  yi-^trnlny  at  tliia  o»ir  «iH-»>t»il  wtn(rr-<|nartm  in 
IU.Ikt«.  an-l  )-«il<)j  lit.-  (rrnr  i>(  iIh-  laM  art  >4  the  IbmrnUrr 
('•miiin><H>n  dranui  n(  IHAI-K.V  I'.rxn-.  Imwctrr.iloalins  with 
tlir  niTUl  rvpnU  UmI  IiAtr  mnlh)mlnl  In  Xtting  alaml  ihna 
lifptiuilMrrljr  a  t-hMi  in  iIm-  afUin  li  ll>i«  <'<i«nMiMi»a,  H  ia 
tlr«ml>l<-  (•>  ;:»<■  an  arnHint  ••!  iu  mi>>tinmta  <lurin|t  lb* 
rvrrmt  tifxiili.  Ihi  iIm>  C«h  indaHl  i\4i«rl  ltiil0F«a)r, 
•mminiitnl  lif  rj[4.iin*  UailLiiMl.  Vair,  ami  |ir  \jumm. 
Kan  Malxmiol  A*Uiii,  arvl  a  luiiiw  Minryiv.  atut«l  ((moi 
lUU  llnr^Hiat.)  r«r  I'au^U-K.  iH  tU  pi>titiral  nl.jfict  «(  Ihia 
Wfov  litll«  nr  nxtliing  «aa  al  tlwl  titur  known.  Il  wsa 
«n-lrrUi«l  iImI  <'-l<«>rl  UxU-rwajr  ami  ('a|iUin  dr  Lmm« 
wvmikl  trynn  tu  al  fanjilrh,  iw  at  mimm  |sNnl  (w  tmr  NMifti 
to  (i«ltmn,  of  whirh  Um  nwt*  wa*  n«<  ihra  •U-kntlrljr  ImiL 
C'a|iUin*  UuiUmI  awJ  Vale,  wiih  Uw  aaiivr  Minr*]r«r.  wnv, 
on  Um  mher  hantl,  m  Murh  wr«(wanl  froM  I'an^lrli  ihrnaitb 
(inalMxli  loward*  ih*  Han  Bntl,  and  tlwnra  wkiag  MMlJb- 
vmH  thfonck  lUdkia.  It>  njaut  na  ■(  Gnlnn,  «r  a*  ik* 
TwkoMua  [WDMnnM  it.  Gnrkn.      l>  Ia  Um  Mi  umIh* 
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movement ;  but  from  that  clato  to  the  10th,  fortune  allowed 
itself  to  1)0  nt  times  the  kind  friend  of  those  who  must  march 
in  foul  weather  or  fair.  Unfortunately  it  eaunot  be  said 
tliat  Mr  Merk  and  Captain  rcacocke,  who  rejoined  us  on 
the  Till  or  8th  instant  at  the  termination  of  their  some- 
what arduous  trip  to  the  Oxus  and  liack,  of  which  I  luive 
given  some  account  in  my  last  letter,  met  with  similar 
considerate  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the  fickle  goddess. 
The  do])anur<>  of  the  main  l)ody  of  the  Commission  Imd 
1>een  tixod  for  the  10th;  and  in  anticiimtion  thereof,  at 
Major  Hohlich's  request  Surveyor  Imam  Sharif  liad  liecu 
despatched  hy  a  more  s«)utherly  route  than  timt  taken  by 
us,  with  instructions  to  meet  us  at  Chaman-i-bed  on  tlie 
Khuslik.  This  ho  did  on  the  20tli  iiuitant,  having  made  tlie 
following:  marches: — 

Vtixhx  Mur^lial)  in  Miiii;;1inii, 18 

Mun;^Oian  to  Ral>nt*i-Kn«'1inii, IG 

na1int-i-Ka.H]mii  to  Ch:iIi-i-Nnkkni*h,  .         .  17| 

Cliah-i-XakkiU*h  to  Haiu-i-Khaii,    ....  15 

Hauz-i-Kliaii  to  Cliaiuan-i-bed,         .         .         .         .  li 

Mun^'han  {afi'tfi  Man«j;an)  is  the  place  where  the  i^irtion  <»f 
the  Commission  which  marc]ie<l  from  Kulis«'m  under  Coh»nel 
Iii<l;:L>way's  command  halted  the  night  licfore  it  reached  Kala 
Murj^hah.  IJabat-i-Kaslian  is  an  old  caravanserai  in  the 
Kashan  valley  (alon;;  which  Hows  the  same  stream  which  we 
before  canij^ul  on  at  Kalah-i-nau,  Au-shara,  ami  Tur-i -Shaikh), 
some  14  miles  south  of  the  i»oint  where  it  debouches  into 
the  valley  of  the  Mnr;^'hal)  near  Ikmd-i-Xadiri.  At  Chah-i- 
Nakkasli  tliere  is  a  single  well  of  <lrinkable  water.  Turko- 
mans graze  their  Hocks  in  its  neigh1>ourhoo<l.  Tlie  supplies 
laid  in  for  us  at  Chaman-i-l)cd  from  Panjdeh  were  con- 
veyed thither  in  three  stages  by  this  route,  the  intermediate 
halting -places  l)cing  Kabat-i-Kashan  and  Chali-i-Nakkaslu 
Hauz-i-Khan  is  the  name  of  a  ruinctl  edifico— be  it  covennl 
tank,  as  the  name  implies,  or  caravanserai,  as  some  think- 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  Khusbk,  half-way  between  Kalali*i* 
niaur  and  Chanian-i-lH;d. 

Tims  by  the  above  route  the  Khushk  can  be  reached  in  four 


ST2  AroHAX  rwHiTiu  couuiniox. 

ra>r  Ma^m  fruii  ItaU  MnrKlMti.  TIh*  t*tti)  »  pml,  with 
n*j  jmtlntilH  f'W  the  taxnt  ]«irt.  ((itlntrin:>  IiamiI  n|«n  v«llr]r«, 
Utr  iMity  nMai-le  i«  llw  arniit.r  aH[>|>1y  kI  watvr  at  tluih-i- 
NaLka'L  ll  in,  liitWevrT.  •liHiciilt  t<>  uiMlontaml  wlif  llie 
('i>«iiiiit<MHia  iliil  m*  ailopt  llii*  nmrc,  wliicti  H  ahnritY  aual 
)-a>M>r  llian  that  aflrnnL  An  (•«  waliT  at  <*linli-i-Nakkaali, 
it  vmM  linvr  tm-ii  rn*ilr  rarneil  iii  mwmkI*  ami  fmrh'lt 
fnmi  KalMl-i-Kn*linn,  jnut  »>  «i'  m  tnally  <liil  i-arrj  it  frtun 
AUiKniliaii  (••r  29  mihM  l»  K.iLilt'i-in.iitr.  I'rniii<*iiw  wu 
flirt iN-niHWi-  aiTimkil  !•>  ('u)4niii  IV.K-mki-  t<i  n-turti  lliimiKh 
Klindik  to  iIh-  I'aroiMiiiiaiK.  )h-  U-iii;;  •li-«iitMis  <>f  Making  m 
iiHTp  llHtpMi;;!)  p\aiuinali>in  "t  it,  ami  niaift  mi  tita  |m»w« 
mrr  titai  ran;.-*'  fnm  IVuIki*  inin  iIm-  Il4n  Idhl  valley.  Thit 
l^-nyiuion  i>a<  wiihilra*n  at  llnr  Ut  tu«iufHl.  Or  tlie 
ririiin;:  ■>{  iIh-  (KIi  «<•  nil  ttinH'-l  in,  fitlly  (•\[i>iiiH:;  tn  )v  M]' 
atnl  "-ff  at  ilnilfi-nk.  .\»  n  iiinllrr  ■■(  (art.  »p  w.-rr  l»i>Mly 
u|>.  iHit  IH<t  I'll  ;  fnr  iHi  iioHHT  IuhI  rfritlU  antiiilnl  lliaa 
■11  ■■^llT  ni|<i-lly  <  m iil.il>->l  oiunlrniMnihHi;  iIn-  nianli.  Krw 
<•(  II*.  I  ilihik.  Win-  lialli  In  take  "n  little  twtv  *\*\-\>  ami  « 
little  itHMf  •liiml.-T.''  ll  lia<l  U'<'ii  kiMiwn.  «r  )<i-r)ia|«  nllirr 
(ell.  m  rBi»|i  iIh-  [>rei»ini*  iii-.-lil,  ttial  lliefv  ««■.  a*  lltry  ^y, 
wowtlilii;:  III  llie  «iihL  Ttn-  Ma*lilia>l  tuail  luil  nMtie  in 
■•riii;.nii::  ileojolclH-*  (rtii  {/•m-I'Ni.  ami  a  aiwar  Iwil  amvral 
Nitli  k-il*-r«  lr<Hii  ('ol-iMel  lti>l'^-*ny.  lUit  fruu  wliirli  ijmrtflr 
raiue  lite  iiwitMr  fiir  r\<  tlciitnil  Init  f<'«  nRil*l  uy.  ami  ibaat 
wlm  riHiliI  ke|<  it  l»  lliPlu*-hr«.  SiMir  tU-li  a  ftifltilKht  Iwa 
rla]a««l.  ami  lo  HItirt*  at  nmrvaliiH-iil  liave  aiicmnkil  M 
alernmllii;;  iIk'  ;:IiIi  IoIijcW  '4   MaiLtlU   Kniundr  •■(   ll«   m^il^ 

A  |<ift»<n  'i  «ttal  ■!■■  it'ti-alnl  I  lia«c  imiiqa«»i)il  ■■  Mjr 
trk'.tatH  ••(  ><-*li'nl4t'*  'hte.  flMtf  t*.  Iniwnrt.  little  |«  W 
]^ivin\  I7  iliiti;:  lliiii^-a  \-\  ttald*.  IWHIeT  !•>  aalt  ttU  iha 
IMlmM*  <>l  Ibe  Male  un  Vnv^yt  n«MMt  taitb  ll»i«c  M  tW 
!«««•.  ami  llim  •li-nl  (iilly  «ilh  llae  toUKumliaM  ormnmcr*  ■•( 
i\»  |mM  f»nat;:ltt.'     Milhiv  It  t»  aay  ftm.  tliM  i(  lite  -  .'Mliuilajr 
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lleview'  aii<l  llic  '  Times  *  were  Ixitli  ngrectl  six  weeks  or  iiionj 
iv^n  that  l\ussia*s  attitiule  towanU  this  ]V>iitidaT7  Coiiiiiii»sion 
was  an  alVi-oiit  to  the  ]>ritish  nntioii,  they  niul  the  entire 
press  will  proKaMy  feel  justiHed  in  using  still  stron«:er 
lan^'ua<^'e  when  all  that  has  oeeurreil  since  is  nmile  puhlic. 
It  ean  only  Ikj  fearcil  that  the  timidity  of  a  Ministry-  whose 
forei^'n  i)<)licy  has  been  censimMl  ahm»st  ns  severely  hy  its 
own  orj^'ans  as  by  those  of  the  0|>i»osition,  and  has  drawn  even 
from  the  '  Times '  the  most  unfavourable  coninicnts,  has  eu- 
cotiragcd  IJussia  to  venture  on  a  forwanl  and  ag*^ressive  polic}'. 
It  is  of  cnui-se  well  known  fnini  previous  exiieriences  tliat 
the  Russian  (Government  never  hesitates  to  disavow,  and  at 
least  to  outward  a|>iK\irancc  disf^race,  its  agents,  should  such 
a  course  l»e  deemed  advisable.  ]>ut  unless  snfHcieut  pressure 
be  bnui^^lit  to  l>ear  <»n  it,  it  will  not  disavow  them.  Will  tliis 
LilxTal  Ministry — if  indeetl  the  fall  of  Khartoum  and  Gor- 
don's <leath  have  n(»t  1»een  the  signal  for  its  downfall  and  n*- 
placement  by  one  thai  more  ade^juately  represents  the  feel- 
ings and  wishes  of  the  i>eople — im|Ni5Hs  the  retpurcd  amount 
of  jnessure  ?  The  C<»mmis«ion  which  has  Iwen  des|Kitelieil 
to  Central  Asia  for  the  imrj^ose  of  settling  in  peact»ahlc 
connnunication  with  the  Kussian  representatives  the  1%ua«>- 
Af;,'lian  fi-ontier,  is  first  subjected  to  the  insult  of  lieing  kei»t 
waiting  indetinitely  fi»r  the  arrival  of  those  representatives, 
and,  in  the  second  place,  finds  itself  op^Mised,  not,  as  it  had 
reason  to  anticipate,  by  the  arginnents  of  diplomacy  and  by 
claims  based  on  historical,  geographical,  or  ethnological 
grounds,  but  by  a  numl>er  of  armed  ^Nirties. 

Tlie  une\i>ectcd  i>oMtponement  of  our  march  on  the  l(Hli 
instant  siTnicd  almost  pn)vi<lential ;  for  ere  the  day  was  over 
it  was  raining  hanl,  and  so  continued  till  the  13tlt.  It  Uieu 
brightened  up  a  bit,  and  on  the  15th  we  got  under  way. 
Our  first  day's  march  was  to  Karawulk liana,  a  distance  of 
alnnu  11  miles.  Two  roads  were  at  our  disjiosal  —  one 
running  ah>ng  close  under  the  foot  of  the  hills  on  llie  east 
side,  the  other  down   the  centre  of  the  valley:  we  utilised 

Tuli  klii-htt,  m-M  (iccupied  hy  an  outiHitt  of  VuUtMii  Htfuka  oa  Um  fOUi 

^'cl  »nnir)-. 
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ImhIi  wm'  IV  lr<M.  ('•  >!■■>■•  Wiitc  llic  rerrnl  Itnvy  raina.  lite 
ppHiivl  WMi  iiur|>ri*iiii:l]r  firm.  At  we  tntk  akxtt:  wc  I«<b 
■tlipii  (o  llie  mftl-loK  wIhmp  tlfiiiirn*,  iJnmwiiI,  duck,  awl 
•tit|K*,  \uf\  inini  \n  iiMnr  a  ^.-oal  liour'n  ai'irt.  TIm  naiue 
KanwulUiaika  k  Iml  a  rclio  >•(  a  |«iit  riwtrimv  Tlie  wtVil 
uiraii«  ail  «uI|bi«I.  aiHl  il  ii  naiil  ilMt  in  fimiicr  vi-ar*  tlwen 
«4*  a  Munll  Utx  aiHl  Af>.'linn  nul]i>a4  \wn.  TliPfr  an 
rthkiii  tract*  <•(  tin*  fiinwr  cxialfiirp  nf  •»»•«  v<lilM«  or 
nliti<>-«  Itrn-  in  iIm*  ftlia|<i>  (>f  inin,-*  of  liTH-k*  •Irrwn  liitlm 
ami  iIiiiIht,  aiHl  iiMniwU  «>(  Ji'hri:  owl  ■  ;7nii)i  nf  |>uUi-hm 
•ImiIiii"  iIm!  I'DiiIi  Iff  KNw  IwJr  M<i)MmMv>Un.  The  verj- 
I>Hitii>n  ii<4-If  1*.  Iniwi'vcr,  iiiirnial  cviilriMv  in  Bn|i|airt  nf  the 
|>n-vinH«  r\iM<*nn-  ul  lhi«  iHili-aL.  Ilrtr  llic  vallry,  whk^i 
nnM-«  imI»  iIm*  Miii:;1mi1>  nil  (lie  itnina;?.-  fmu  (Ik  Chaliar 
MiaiiiKi  nii<l  Kabli  Wall  iliMni-tii.  aiHl  (rtHH  llw  fMit  u  hr 
a*  ilir  lUihl'i-Kanl-il.  ami  ii|>  triiirh  rnna  an  rm*y  Wvel  ft«d 
t'>  Kalilt  Wall.  aiHl  tlH-nrr  !••  Uttrltitktn  nn  llw  MaimcM 
ftwi.  iiMi'li  tlir  talli'v  U  iIn'  M»n:l«lt.  All  ••<il|*iM  ■laltfloctl 
lirfv  wiHili)  (tmiiiuiHl  llie  mil  ii[i  rilWr  x^illr}',  au>l  in  |ar- 
iM-tibr  ai-t  n*  a  cIm-i  k  <ai  lln-  TiirL<>i»nn  niikTt  w}m  mvtv  tlw 
lrn»r  "I  rarttaii*  aii*l  trmtrlla-n  •m  iIm-  MmI  fnmi  Ihimrua 
!••  ilir  MunfluU  A/'ntfrn  >4  Tiirk'HiMii  niHk'n.  I  will  rf|mi 
a  *t«rv  l>4i|  l<>  iiM>  llw  i4lH-f  >Uy  If  an  .\(;:1ian  ■•llirrr,  wkn^ 
kli»«(  ilir  Miimb'trnl  iukIhIiiv  >•(  iIm>  AMmh  imviikr  rwv- 
•Irt  iK1i-iw.ini  Stwnti  1  m)Tt>»k  my  inlnnuaut  lowanb 
IIh-  iIov  ••!  "tir  iiuanli  iiil»  tiulnin.  Ha  ««<  r«i>lpn<ly  ■*• 
IjKMinMr  iiti|in-««l  l>v  imii  rt>iii|4t-lp  <le]«niilnKv  nm  bmluiit 
WJlt-r  nikl  m]>|4h-«  at  nvihir  an*!  n>*  I'"  l"*!;.'  inlmaU.  mmi 
lil«  aMmtl<4i-  wa*  inlatiiki)  l»  illn*tntl«  llw  ku|vh>ir  iii»lNlilf 
(4  III*  inin  ■>  nrtn-.  Skuc  jiwrs  am  la.'  mtA,  hr  w»«  ••wi-  ii|  « 
UbIv  "<  Kltawaiii  Nta*r,  T'Nl  Mnw^t  •|nart<tv<l  al  TniNrlii, 
aiNw  HO  Milr*  »•(  ••(  lialnn,  ai  whH'li  btlif  |4aiM>  wm  « 
•hmII  (wI|bsI.  One  rimiiij;  mnut  aiwan  uf  ibr  nal)a>4  rwMw 
arfiiM  tite  (ftili  Irark*  ol  m  (iaMi>lml4e  ]»ny  u(  u»>wHtnl 
■ar«i.wl*«ntli^v|<*«amol.  «r  nwkTil  knrw,  nin^  )wTnrki«HUi 
nhk-i.  In(-«iMi»i«  waa  at  •mkv  h-m  to  Tnlnchi,  and  Ij 
dawn  mU  ilajr  lU  wlmW  nl  ilte  700  hona  vcn  m  rwtir  |w 
Oaliaa    Tim.  |«rkii«  np  iW  Uacka  a(  IW  Tnrkowa. 
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they  foUowc*!  them  up  to  Chamnn-i-bc(l  on  the  Khiiskh, 
wliere  they  arrive^l  towanls  evening.  There  they  ovcrtiwk 
and  captureil  several  Turkomans,  hanng  in  the  space  of  fmrn 
twelve  to  fourteen  hours  covered  not  less  than  70  mile^i.  TIic 
pace  that  they  aih^pted  was  no  doubt  that  of  five  or  six  wiles 
ail  hour,  nil  amhlc  which  their  horses  can  keep  up  for  very 
long  distances.  And  yet  these  horses,  with  all  their  jiowen 
of  I'uduraiue,  wouhl  Ik;  considered  neither  in  siase  nor  wei«»lit- 
cavnin;,'  iwiwers  suitnl  to  the  re({uircments of  a  native cavalr}' 
n\i;iment.  In  a  recent  issue  of  'The  Tioneer,*  it  was  rc- 
niaikod  that  of  the  horses  of  the  detachment  of  the  lltli 
liongal  Lincers  with  this  Commission,  the  vYi/rrs  have  liest 
stood  the  test  of  hard  work,  (hie  of  the  olUcers  of  the  detach- 
nu'iit  t(»Id  me,  with  reference  to  the  subject,  that  this  fact  was 
to  l)e  attributed,  not  to  the  iiiitural  sujieriority  of  wah-rt  over 
country  and  st\id  breds,  but  to  the  youth  of  tlie  former.  It 
a]»)>oars  that  all  the  irnfcrs  of  this  dctichment  are  aliout  six 
years  old,  whereas  the  h<»rses  of  other  classes  are  of  all  n^n*^ 
No  (uie  will  (U'liy  that,  m  frrls  f>nrilftt.%  any  animal,  be  he  man, 
horse,  d(%  or  nnylhin;^  else,  will  in  the  jirime  of  life  stand 
nioi*e  hard  work  than  one  ver;^'in;j  towanls  old  a«^  Howe%'er, 
to  ixnirt  to  the  story  of  my  Af;^dian.  1  |»ointe<l  out  ti>  him 
tlial  to  ('oin|iarc  the  movements  of  a  InMly  of  cavalry  minttA 
nil  imprditncnia,  with  a  mixed  force  cumliered  with  an  abnonual 
<iuaniity  of  bag;,'a.Lje  ami  stc»res,  was  quite  out  of  place,  ami 
thai  though  a  horse  couhl  cover  70  miles  in  one  day,  he  couM 
iu»l  kee]>  up  that  ]»{ice  for  more  than  two  or  three  days  at 
most, — I  he  truth  of  wliieh  strieluri's  he  was  ]>1ease«1  to  admit. 
On  our  niarrh  from  Karawulkhnna  to  Manichak  (to  tlie 
fort  ulMiut  1 1  mill's),  wv  lia<l  to  face  fr«»m  daybreak  to  |mst 
mid-day  a  imMlerate  snowHtorm.  Suiie  lialfMioxen  of  us  deter- 
mined to  have  our  last  day  with  the  plieaM4ints;  Sf>  four  pins 
cr«»MH4nl  the  river  and  shot  down  the  left  Iwink,  while  two  guns 
folh»\ve<l  the  right,  Tlie  former  made  a  very  j^i^^mI  Iwg,  wliilo 
the  latter  hanlly  saw  a  binl.  On  several  previous  occasions 
when  the  right  bank  fi-om  Karawulkhana  to  Marucliak  Itad 
been  shot,  birds  were  abundant.  It  seems  inqiossihle  to 
conceive  any  reasonable  explanation  of  tliis  sudden  emigim* 
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ikiii,  cxctiit  riH»riiT  or  ncTMrnt.  One  iinyu  •in»|w«o  tUni  tlie 
|4i€fiMitiK  n*markiii;;  tlint  tlio  «|M*tl4tiivi)  wore  tiivtiHiiMjr  <tti 
lite  n;:ltl  Uiiik.  hikI  timt  Iti^^lit  !«»  llic  loft  iii\*nriAMjr  1»nHt$:lii 
iwciiniy.  «U*ti*niiim*(l  to  n*iiiniii  mi  tlio  Ifft  Imnk.  lint,  nii  tlic 
9ii\wf  linn«l.  wlH*ti  niKMiCiii;:  in  n  1»it  (»f  fovor  <m  tin*  ri^^lil  l«ltk, 
I  ItAxr  fx^en  tlic*  |»lHtiiMinl<i  nl  tin*  Hn»t  wtnml  f»f  tlio  ;rnn  cnaie 
llytn;:  nrriMii  fnmi  tlio  lii*l«U  <»n  tlic  K*ft  l«iiik  ^\wn*  tlu*)*  werv 
IvvUtnf!.  iinti  mt'k  ref««v  in  tlie  very  n>ver  wlierc  I  wiw  »lKMiCiiio. 
Aliout  Imlf  A  mile  cani  of  tlie  f<inl  nt  ]kliirtit'link  wo  (vi^m.*!! 
to  tlie  umitli  of  tlio  t»M  fort  nn«l  town.  Tlie  outer  wnlU  of  tlio 
Utter  cnrlofie  iin  Anm  in  Aixe  nUmt  Imlf  a  mile  M|iiarc,  aiMl  in 
i4ui|ie  %eeniin;:ly  nn  im-^ilnr  «|itii(1nlntrnil.  Hie  wnlN  arc  in 
a  fttatc  (»f  iliiin*|iair.  ami  tlie  moat  in  clioked  witli  loit^  ffnum 
ami  if^hriA.  thie  nii;;lit  ii<*t  im|HiaMilily  p*t  M»niopM«l  plHUoiant* 
aluvitin^  l»y  U^ntiii;:  it  %i\k  Tlie  main  jjfite  face^  ui^it — Lf^ 
fowanU  tiM*  river — ami  wii«i  ilefemU*«l  l*y  iIk*  n%nal  l«i%li<in  on 
rttlirr  Ri«le  ami  a  hnftle  in  fmnt.  while  all  n»nml  tiK*  city, 
alcifi*;  tlio  exterior  nlofie  of  tlie  cartliwfirk  on  wliicli  tlio  walla 
mtt  rmi«nl.  niii*  a  alN'lter-trrnclt.  Tlii<«  latter  fcatnrv,  fkiiil>lc«l, 
h  a  rlia  met  eristic  f>f  tlie  Hemt  flefemx*«.  Witliin  i«  an 
al«tnlnto  wililentc^,  l«in*ly  tite  trace  of  a  liaiUlin;;  left  Vf^n%\ 
the  wMitlicm  wall  jntt  (Hit  tito  necoiMl  line  of  ilefeiice,  ami  in 
the  •riOtli-we«t  corner  of  tlie  »|«irc*  it  eiicl«Hii«fi,  ami  aUtittin;;  on 
the  amiilt  wall,  utamU  tlie  cita>k*l.  wIikIi  towen  lii;^i  aliovo  tIte 
fe«l.  Tlii«  rttailel  Itaa  U*eti  coin|»l<^ly  ami  neatly  rrpairoil 
liy  tlic  Af^tan«,  tlie  materia U  nficil  lietn^  tliooM  lirickt  strewn 
•rouml;  ami  of  tlie  aame  nialeriaU  tlioy  liave  ctmaintctetl 
a  Ion;*  line  of  neat  l«rnick«  witliin  tlie  inm^  lino  of  walla. 
TW  tlrlcniera  of  tlie  citatlel.  thnn;;|i  a  ^«l  emai^li  bit  of  work, 
are  not  raktiUitctl  to  reaiai  artillery-firt*.  About  lialf  a  utile 
wort  ol  tlie  old  fort  ia  tlio  old  lirid{:o — tliive  okl  arcHca,  ike 
cvotrt  one  crownoil  Ity  a  tower  which  aa|iin'a  to  be  a  linnil4o 
rival  of  ike  leanin;*  tower  of  |*i«l  .Ina  Wlow  tlie  l*rid|;e  ia 
Uie  fofd,  ilirve  feet  tleqi,  a  awift  euntmt  ami  none  too  l«oatl, 
aa  asmliy  eameU  ttmwi  o«t  tltal  alKnred  tliemaelvca  to  be 
boma  away  a  little  I7  the  for\«  of  the  ttrvaitt.  Mote  iUaii 
hall  a  do—  t«aiela  |^  eiitattglcd  in  a  treAchoroita  little  hole 
JMI  Woar  Um  fold ;  aad  oaoa  llitra,  lliej  fovml  tlieiaaelvea 
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8ul)jocte(l  lo  a  incrciloss  ikjUiii^  i»f  clods  niul  Atones,  iiieoiitivos 
t«)  extrication.  The  few  numntcd  Turkomans,  Iiowewr,  wIm) 
lined  t1i(;  for<l  and  piidiMl  ilie  caniel.H  acnms  it,  did  more  to 
extricate  these  camels  in  distn^ss  tlian  nil  the  stone?*  nnd 
elotls.  They  ]>rovefl  theniselvw  just  a»  handy  nt  this  work  as 
the  Jaiushidi.s  ditl  at  ]>ala  Mnr^dmh.  As  illdnck  would  Iwve 
it,  one  of  the  camels  fated  to  come  to  ^rief  was  laden  with  a 
porlinantean  hdldin;^  all  my  liest  nnd  mont  ;;fir;:e«»us  n|i]Nin*l, 
my  i>eacock'.s  featliei*s.  They  came  out  «>f  the  Mnr^^lmh  sndly 
dra]Lr«iled,  and  have  not  even  yet  ipiite  recovere*!  themselves. 
]>ut  indeed  I  have  everv  reason  to  t»e  thankful  tlmt  I  did  not 
lose  tliem  altoi^etlicr.  1  had  l»een  enj^;;ed  for  several  hoars 
in  sn]Ka'intendin^  the  safe  transit  (»f  the  l)n^;;:n;:c ;  nnd  nt  last, 
seeing  that  nearly  all  had  }Kissed  over  antl  the  rear-{0<J*ril  l^a*! 
arrived,  I  rnde  across  myself  ancl  went  on  to  camp.  Anum;; 
the  camels  hft  In'hind  were  those  carrying  my  own  kit. 
One  of  tlieni  was  carried  into  the  tlee]»  water  lielow  the  ftml, 
and  onlv  tlie  exert  inns  nf  a  Turkoman  lad  Siivinl  its  load  It 
was  a  very  cliilly  day,  I  can  assui-e  you ;  and  to  i^i  wet 
tlirnuLrh  to  save  a  stran^'r's  kit  was  no  small  sacrifice.  AXlien 
the  <ircnnisiances  of  the  accident  were  relateil  to  me  after- 
wards, I  recollected  havin;,'  seen  a  wretchc<l,  wet,  shiverinjj 
hoy  sitlin;,'  near  my  tent  trying  to  li^^ht  a  tire.  AUliouj;li  m»t 
then  aware  of  the  dee]»  ohli^alion  I  was  under  to  him — f«ir, 
stran^^'e  to  say,  he  did  not  even  nlhale  to  what  he  had  done, 
far  less  ask  for  reward — I,  from  mere  conn ui.semt ion  for  nny 
]»oor  hc;i>;ar  in  such  a  i»lii;ht,  ;,'jne  him  some  wood  and  lent 
Iiini  an  old  pasJitin  ami  hlanket.  It  was  not  till  n  week  Inter 
that  I  a;4ain  came  across  him  on  the  line  of  march,  nnd  was 
enahled  to  present  him  with  a  more  suKstnntial  token  of 
recognition.  I  must,  however,  admit  that  similar  sjiccitnens 
of  his  race  appear  to  he  excee<lingly  rare.  Thofic  with  whom 
I  have  had  ]>ecuniary  transactions  have  evincisl  a  most  in* 
ordinate  ;,'reed  f<»r  lilthy  lucre.  Kven  the  very  Jews  who  live 
anion;^'  them  and  un<Ier  their  jirotection  are  mo«lemte  in  etna* 
]>arison.  The  fact  is,  these  Turkomans  arc  very  wealthy — tliat 
i*<,  for  ]K?asantry.  Irresi>ective  of  the  profits  on  aj^ricultiire, 
ilocks,  and   manufactures,   they  did  a  very  good   Imsineti 
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fnnnerly  in  a  miniDoilily  nkJn  to  lliat  whirh  tho  nld  Krmcli 
•Uv-c-tmlcTn  n*nl  lo  tvnii  hnU  if/Umr,  nut  (n  meiilion  thfl 
nthcr  |>n>rcv*l4  i>f  tlwir  Mrt/mn*.  Vrr)-  ■nniiy  c.f  Uicir  aitirln 
tt  <l<in>Mtic  nw  tjcing  »(  Imnic  tiuuintoctntv,  tita  Ihiuiwi  or 
kiiillyu  nr  eu-n  tlw  ]>ai>rvr  rlitMm  air  pmiialMtl  with  carpet* 
ami  <>nMntrntit  tliat  cWwIhto  Hirtilil  Ic  rrptnlul  «•  nct-i-Mtbtv 
to  ilie  wf  II-IimIii  tlawm  mil}-.  Ttw  \'alite  nwl  wi-itrlil  nt  n  rom- 
|4rte  -rt  o(  jcwrlK-n-.  ^ncli  »■  a  Tnrki>iiiaii  wnHun  linlcrk«  l»er- 
i«p||  will).  U  •riliil  xilvvr,  <-r  mIvit  iiilniil  trilli  roHM'linn  ami 
ovcrUiil  with  p.I.I.  i*  vm-  onmiih'rnlilp.  A  ymins  native 
•lna:;ht«uian  fr»«n  llic  .Inl)nir  Srlmul  '•{  Art.  in  l>r  (hten'a 
<-ni)>l»r.  IxK  iiuwlr  n  M-ric*  <>f  drawin;:*  nf  tlH-^>  umaMH-nla, 
whxli,  it  |>ul>lik|ir<l,  woiiM  lir  nn  iiilcrt^tin;:  i-<HilnlHiti<>n 
lo  ilx'  hUlnrr  •>!  iIh<  pihNmilh'ii  art.  K<>t  llmt  Tnrk'Miiaii 
jtwptltTT  ran  I-**t  "f  iIm'  fMint-ilf  viirkiiuin>lii|i  ihni  cliar- 
Klrriar*  llw  liHlian:  far  fniiii  il.  Ifait  it  i».  !••  tlw  licat  of 
MT  Lm>«> h-lp-.  unti|w  <>f  it*  kiixl.  TIh-)*  uw  no  M»m.'  Iwt 
(nriH-lian,  ami  nuirr  inn-ly  iIm  tiin|iii>tar,  awl  iIm-*c  loo  of 
infrr>>r  i|un1ily.  Unir  {n^i-in  f<>r  mnH-lian  i%  Inily  uu- 
ammntal-k.  What  l«^niy  i-an  th'-y  *er  in  it*  •lull  rvit 
rtitiNinii..' '     IlitSfVcr.  i-vary  iiinit  !<•  hi*  I.ihIc.    Any  tnnn  with 

•  ~...|  >t--k  »r  r.<nH-li.>n  im  Imixl  niiM  nut  •]••  UlU-r  tlian 
■^■•v*  It  I'l  iIh-  Tiirki-iiinii  in-iikw.  nnw  that  l)H-y  iMtv  linrn 
Uu;:hl  to  tf*|in-t  tlx'  lid-  kihI  (•r>i|*1ly  ••(  aliali*.  Il  i<  Iml  a 
trw  >.^n>  a;.-  ih.tl  iIh-  T<  kL.-<  a».|  Sinik*  u>fl  lo  l.nn»  to 
iW  Mnilihixl  niiirki-i  larnt.iii*  lathn  wilh  iIh'  |tpi>lit(l«  •>( 
llM-ir  a.'TH-iilinralaixl  iiwnnf^rtiirm;:  kilioiir.  ll4iiii;,'<]i>]KM(iI 
•4  tU-v.  tlH-y  atiiUMil  llH-)iiM-lt<-«  <Hi  Hie  i\-tiim  ji>unM-y  liy 
'lidiM.:.'  In  uv  llic  In-hitH-al  l*itTih-r  ti-nii.  an}  thin;;  iltat 
ramr  liaiwly — nun,  wmnan,  rhihl.  U-.m,  it  '^In-r  lairtatJa 
["•npi-rty.     Si  ini'>l<-r.il>te  tUI  ilirtr  •iti>mLitinn«  lavumc.  iImI 

•  pn*"tm>ru(  Kl»"ra«n  (-xlaile  iltr  a-lmifcti  of  Tark-tuan 
fsnitan*  intn  IVr^ian  l>-ml->rT,  IhiI  iIh>  IVriwn*  ('Htnil  tlH>y 
evM  tf<  prt  un  witlpnii  iIh'hi,  ■»  iIm  nMiMli>Hi*  a;,-ain«t 
thrm  Wrftt  rrUlr<l. 

yS-  nxain(>c<l  iw  (Ik-  ni;:hl  of  itt«  Ifith  <•<■  tlie  left  hank  of 
iW  Mur^haK  NcMrour  mii[i  va«a  pnl-ujnl  S«ruk  ^illaura, 
dw  dvpUiMg*  Wtng.   mit  hAi/lxj,  Uil   horcU  wiili  cutvkr 
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occnrml  no  tht*  l^tli,  reiMihtii^  in  tlio  iiinlAnt  <lcath  of  Uw 
htiTM*  Aiitl  wn*  M?vtTe  iiijiiiy  u>  Ohj  ritler.  After  miwtiii;  a 
Mtvp  iuim*w  lt4al.  Always  |inMliictivt*  of  iiimnificil  inlcnub 
lii*twi<i*ii  fi\vn,  tlic  iU*tnclitiieiit  of  tlio  11th  IWtipil  Ltncert 
rkMcvl  up  At  A  trnc.  <>itc*  tif  tlic  lK»fM*s,  |Hitiiii^  lits  f<iui  in  a 
Ril-lH»le,  fvll  Mrni^lit  on  Iua  IiooiI  And  1»rtikc  Iua  nock.  The 
n«k*r — tlic  ini|ieltiA  Itrin;*  in«iifYicieni  to  tlin>w  liini  cIcAr — fell 
ntHkr  liini.  tlit*  iv^ult  U*in;«  a  c^mi|MHiiHl  fmrtiirc  of  tlio  lower 
JAW  aihI  a  l»n»kcn  r«>lUir-lM»tio.  Iii«l<*r«l  it  wa<  foAiv«l  At  firnt 
tliAt  Im)  KiiHikl  iH»l  Mirvive  m>  Aevrn*  a  i^li«ick  to  the  syiletii. 
TIhtp  n«>w,  liowcwr,  m*<*iM*  f\er}*  \%**\*c  of  hiii  riTtivfr}*. 

Altli*Ai;Hi  wr  MW  iH>  i>ipi4  of  exifitMi;;  (lwcllin;;i«  in  the 
KA«JiAn  vaIIcv.  tlH'Tnrk<HiiAM«  wrre  ovvfywlH^n*  IhimIv  CM;;AJ^«^1 
in  |»l«>ii;:liin;*  up  tlic  w»il,  pn*]iAmtor}*  to  dntpiitn;;  tia*  iicf«l  of 
tlic  AuiutmT  rn»|*i.  TIm*  •••il.  ulit*ilK*r  •*(  tlio  vaIIc}*  «»r  tlie  Mir- 
^«ulHlill*^  uiHlukitin;:  n»untry.  i%  rxivllrnt.  And  iHn««U  no  Aiti* 
iMial  tm;:Atioti.  It  i^  luinl  to  hiiik  at  tlii<  kind  i»f  pr«4ni«e 
Ami  ihink  tliAt  it  tuny  U*  lK*ctllc%«l}'  AU«»wr<l  to  |iii«^  into  tlie 
IiaimU  of  Kn««tA.  AUil  wIhmi  once  |Hi|iiikit<*«l  and  l•^»ll*4llt  umler 
ruliiVAtion,  l«v«»iiie  A  I<im»  fi»r  I  lie  futun*  A;:;:rv^vr  cIPirlA 
of  lliAt  l*«*wer.  Anil  cvity  Acn*  of  it  tliAt  in  n\nkrv*\  Uy  tlio 
|»kiu«rli  in  Ml  niiM*li  '^mmI  |«iMMn*-]Aii«1.  N(*Ar  our  f^nnip,  on 
llir  nl;,v  t^  A  j»n^ipit«m^  Mull  ovcrltaii;:in^  tlie  *trcAiu.  Moi«l 
An  <4«l  fort.  A  n*lic  of  tin?  fofiiH*r  r^U*k  |M*piilAtH>n.  Wlic^tt 
dul  tlnMc  r£l«*k<i  vATAte  llii«  i^Ninlry  '  An  Ap|«til  on  thiA 
|«<int  to  A  fAirly  intclli;:i*nt  Af;duin  e%<»kv«l  tlic  n?!«|iiHt^*  Uml 
lliry  wt-rv  lirre.  Iio  tli«m«^*ht.  in  XAdir'«  tinie.  lUit  liin  con« 
c^*(i««a  of  tlie  era  of  XAtlir  ninU  liAvr  Uvn  \*a;:iic;  for  lie 
••kk^l,  "  NAilir.  yen  know,  mnie  after  TAinmr  Ijinjt*  I 
tlmn^'hi  it  Urrly  wttfth  tlic  while  to  inform  hint  llmt  An  in- 
ters a1  of  thrtc  ccntoric^  HinI  eU|«iixl  lietween  I  lie  ik^Ui  '4 
the  one  Ami  tlie  Urth  <if  tlic  nclicr.  CHIicn  any  tlmt  Uw  Us* 
WkA  tiAoUoil  iWMlkiA  in  llic  rrt^ni  «•!  Hluih  ItmAil  Sufairi.  Tlio 
Ycty  rnittt  tluU  Are  \  tAil4o  Are,  At  Any  rate,  a  dtttincl  proof 
ihAl  Booe  \m%  Umnintory  aettlcra  lui«'e  tirrtip«e«|  the  nmlnlAliR;; 
*<r|1^  aofth  of  Uie  I'ArvytiAmitut  for  2U0  ymra  or  mot%. 
Thrrt  it  ftoC  a  rotipe  ol  any  rain  of  very  roceai  date.  To- 
waiUt  thm  cloAt  ol  the  Un  Aod  heginnin}*  ol  tho  |««aettt  am- 
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tury,  the  llnzaras  and  Jninsliidi.M,  or  a  |K>rti(»]i  ni  k»n8l  of  tlu«c 
Iri  1)08,  successively  settlcil  here. 

TIic  more  iiiarkecl  niul  pnniiineiit  feiitiiit»  of  the  c«»uiitry 
K'tweeii  the  Mur^hab  ami  Khuslik  contrast  strikingly  with 
tlie  gonily  undulatinj*  downs  (which  l»oar  a  close  n*s4.>nihlance 
to  tlio.  South  Downs  of  Sussex)  west  of  the  latter  river.  Tlic 
soil  of  the  >irst-nnnie<l  tract  is  li^^diter  and  more  sandy  than 
that  of  the  Mur^^hah  valley,  a  quality  that  has  no  <loulit  en- 
deared it  to  the  heart  of  the  marmot  It  may  l»e  noticetl  tliat 
liere  none  hut  while  crocuses  ;:row,  whereas  only  llH>se  i>f  saf- 
fron hues  patronise  the  Kinks  of  the  Mui^haK  Tlie  valley 
of  the  Khushk,  from  the  i>oint  wliere  we  enten^l  it  to  Chnnian- 
i-hed  (24  miles),  has  an  aven»j;e  hreadlh  of  little  more  than 
one-third  of  a  mile,  except  op|M>site  Kalah-i-manr,  where  the 
downs  recede  wesiwanl  ami  form  a  hmad  ilet»p  luiy.  Tlic 
water  of  the  river  is  very  sjilt  at  and  Kdow  Kalah  i-nianr,  hut 
becomes  less  so  hi^jlier  up.  In  the  dry  si^asim  the  stream 
entirely  disapi)ears  for  a  s|Kiee  Ik'Iow  Chaman-i-Utl. 

AlK)ut  mid-day  on  the  10th  Kehruary  it  l»ej^in  to  r.iin  heav- 
ily. As  ni^^ht  came  on  rain  lHH*an»e  snow,  and  frost  settin;^ 
in,  the  tenls  were  frozen  stiff  ere  morn.  Many  retinrtl  to  rest 
with  the  confident  hojK'  of  a  Kur«HH»  niornin;;.  At  7  A.M.  on 
the  I'Oih  the  inexorahh*  a'/v////  s(»unde<l,  and  amid  a  heavy 
snowstorm  our  luckless  servants  unpitched  our  tents,  stam|)oil 
I  he  frozen  masses  into  ]M»rtahle  sha]H*s,  and  finally  .succeeileil 
in  socurin;^  them  on  the  hacks  of  our  niucli-i^ndnrin*;  U'asts 
of  hurden.  It  was  10..**»()  ore  all  was  ofV  and  the  n^ar-j^ianl 
under  way  fur  Chaman*i-lH*d,  tlistant  20J  mih*s.  And  wlmt 
a  road  !  Fetlock-deep,  and  more  than  fetUH*k-<leep,  in  snow 
and  slush  and  mud,  crossing'  the  river  ciuitinnonsly,  and, 
what  is  nu»st  fatal  to  camels,  slip|>er}'.  Seven  <>r  ei;^ht  miles 
from  cam])  a  deep  ditch  createtl  a  hlcK-k.  There,  as  nsnal,  tlie 
20lh  Tanjah  Infantry  came  to  the  front,  and  first  levelleil  the 
hanks,  and  hy  throwin;^  in  hrushwcxHl,  furnisheil  a  firm  foot- 
hold for  the  camels.  Then,  as  luck  would  have  it,  up  canie  A 
camel  laden  with  a  dozen  or  so  of  stout  ifw//tVji,  api>ertaining  to 
the  (.'ommissariat  hakery,  if  I  mistake  not  However,  whatever 
their  proper  sjiherc,  they  were  very  soon  tan<;lit  to  aecouiiKK 
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ifarte  tbeniHh'w  tn  tlte  exisenctM  of  the  luotarat,  wmI  apecililjr 
bill  K-nwa  tl)«l  ililvh  u  llw  iHi|t|mft)i  <■(  an  imjtnmplm  \>ni\gt ; 
MkM  HHne  Itruiliwnal  antl  cartli,  ami  all  wm  •kme  attd  Ute 
camel*  tiliit;;  nwr — iio,  ii<it  Knilj,  txit  wcATilf  ami  |iloililiii;;1}'. 
Wc  an;  m<  all  klark  Ta|>lpyR.  I1i>w  nintiy  cnutela  mearaivil 
tbnr  lni;.tli  in  IIm  trracli«rn<M  iiiml  <>(  tliat  tlittht  K<A  a 
ttw — aimm;;  Mlirn^  one  U-lcii  willi  a  l>i;:  lent  liaitl-fruicn. 
atmnnually  wci«liiy.  Five  I'l  u*  ai-t  t"  work  to  tna  iho 
Init  oat  of  tlte  water.  In  tnin  wc  jiullol ;  it  looviil  mC 
Tbe  raiiioUlriviT  •uii'l  im»inifiill>'  Uit  nilmiriii^itjr,  "  Wlwt  a 
oiiarl  in  ilii*  tliat  nntlil  i-nrr}'  mtrh  a  l<w>l  twn  to  fart"  ^^'t 
rrwaHol  llw  rmlurin;:  U-n^t  ■•)'  tliviilii);:  it*  l«atL  All  ilaf 
w«  l<>«k^l  in  iIk'  he*  "t  •Iriviii};  imm>w  ami  oltvl,  ami  it  was 
not  till  I'ni;:  odi'r  'lurk  tlinl  iip->t  nl  uk  ff*  imr  tent*  )iilctMil, 
awl  »Uvt  a  ■rriii'li  iih-jI.  tiliinl  t"  ml.  Kiitiam*  rimkl  mH 
ti«  iwnail.  rimI  *••  ii'it  a  f<-w  «r  (Ih-  M-rvaHt*  ami  f-llowns  wvnt 
til  Uil  Mi|>[ii'rl>-w.  nml  |>ii>*i)  iIk-  iii;Hi>  ■«  ■■•''  ••\vn  air, 
rfiMii  IhiI  riHiM-I  a  i-lwrli-^*  Htv  •>!  MUtrnlcd  «i<i<il,  "t  liu'lilkal 
«p  ill  tltrir  <lniH-lHi|  rl»<lii'«  nml  Icililin^'.  .S>  luurli  iiiiarry 
wa«  l<«  nimli  fiir  •nte  |»»r  (vll-iw,  a  laikir.  lie  wa*  Imrivil 
Lrf'itv  wc  wnnlMil  iirU  iluy  (•*  l«lini.  K«r  wt-  had  (h  niarvh. 
Albir*  ■•(  Mull'  a-linit  «t  m>  lUtnj-,  iht  ran  llir  livr*  >•(  ila 
•cr\jnl*  U'  Wfixln-*!  in  IIh-  Inlamv  ii;,-Hin*«  iIhiii. 

Ca)<l>iin  rivnili-,  ihIiii;:  iiai  <-n  tlw  »>!  In  in«|iert  ihf 
^«.l  f  loilran.  Mi.l.Unlj  UwA  liimM-K  within  OO  jranU  iif  a 
•mall  l*-nl  u(  «iM  »•••-«,  iIh-  Iip4  -vn  lij:  anr  ••(  »•.  No  lar 
rn«i  taking'  I"  il*>-ir  IhiU  aiili  (ho  ■ja't-.l  ••(  wtml,  llM-f  an 
■aiil  to  Ibiii-  irolUil  iifr  «iih  (In  a  man  williuut  a  rilW)  »• 
a*|a-Tatin^  roxlm-w. 

Mr  K«iu|— II.  i1h<  •ini.il  artt-t  ii(  (lie*  llhirtralnl  l>Wili« 
Nrw>.*  Wt  tlH-  liiNimUrj  ( '•HuniiMtnn  al  liulren  ••n  llir  2'>(h 
>*cl<r«ari',  tii  n-tum  llinNi;;h  I'l-TMa  m  Kun>|^%  The  (art  i^ 
tliat  awHi  ilwtinrlivc  (vaturvw  wiirtlir  i4  nrutil  lijr  tlie  )vnril 
of  iIm  artiM  aa  lhi«  emiuirjr  [awai— ;■  are  w»«  riltaDi(«>L 
Awl  nnw  thai  nearly  four  UH>u(ln  liat'e  ela|Meil  •inct  Hr 
IVtcr  LauMiku  n«rlM*l  Satakha,  ami  the  aihmt  t4  ilie  )Iaa> 
timm  OMiMiaaiou  M^cina  man  tlian  rtrr  a  vajiwe  nMrrtainty, 
tW  artiat'i  oeni|«ti<«  ia  geiM.     I  hiwt  lliat  Ualonel  AIiUmm* 
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o(\\  when  I^Ir  Simpson  visited  him  at  Old  Samkhs  about  the  9th 
NuvciuIk?!  last,  courteously  expressed  a  hope  tliat  he  would 
visit  liini  later  on  at  ^lerv.  Circumstances  liavc  pivvcnted 
Mr  Simpson  fn>m  taking  advantage  of  this  offer;  but  en 
revamhc,  Colonel  AlikhanoH*  has  done  us  the  honour  of  paying 
one  <»r  more  visits  to  our  Afghan  prot^t^s  near  Panjdeh  with- 
out any  formal  invitation.  Mr  8im|)son  took  the  op|iortunity 
of  accompanying  tiie  nudes  going  to  Mashhad  for  treasure. 
Captain  (iiiesbach  also  went  with  iiim;  but  leaving  him  at 
Turlmt-i-Sliaikh  Jam,  pur]N)ses  to  g«)  south  acniss  the  llak- 
harz  and  Karat  Kuh  nmges  to  Khaf,  and  after  that  return 
northward  and  examine  the  Jam  range. 

At  Islim  oil  the  21st  we  were  met  by  Colonel  Stewart, 
Assistant  Commissimicr,  At  the  time  of  Sir  Peter  Linns(k*n's 
departure  from  I^jndon  lie  was,  owing  to  ill  health,  unable  to 
accompany  him.  lA^aving  Kngland  in  Xovendier,  ho  came 
ont  vid  Till  is.  Telieran,  and  Maslihad  to  Kulisan.  Thence  he 
went  t<»  Shikiwan,  s«»nie  :»0  miles  west  of  Herat  on  the  Hari 
llud,  anil  after  interviewing  the  (Jovernor  of  Herat  there, 
crossed  the  ran»i»aniisns  and  Joinnl  us. 

It  lias  l»een  foun«l  by  ex|H'nenre  lliat  even  native^  tlieni- 
s<*lves  pronounce  i\u)  names  of  plaet\H  with  slight  variations, 
and  when  it  comes  to  foreign  tmvellers  hanlly  any  two  of 
then  I  will  agree.  If  we  consider  that  Ikidkis  and  iiH  en- 
virons are  tenanted  by  Afghans.  Persians,  Uxl>eks,  Hazara<<, 
and  Turkomans,  is  it  surprising  that  we  should  hear  nameii 
variously  pronounced  ?  Take,  for  instance,  the  name  «»f  our 
])rr>(>nt  can)]»,  (iulran,  as  the  Afghans,  Persians,  and  the 
(  Iiahar  Ainiaks  pronounce  it.  I/sik  for  it  on  the  latest  map, 
an<l  von  at  once  reco'^nise  it  in  (lurlin.  You  dcmlitless 
tariily  credit  tlie  authorily  for  that  s|H!lIing,  with  ignorance 
(»f  Persian  or  an  unconnnon  Imd  ear.  Ihtt  go  to  a  Tiirkonmn, 
and  you  will  find  that  he  invariably  says,  if  not  (furlin,  (tur« 
Ian.  In  the  snutluTn  half  of  P»adkis  the  names  ant  all,  or 
almost  idl,  of  Persian  origin,  as  also  along  the  Uniks  of  the 
Hari  Pud  as  far  as  Sarakhs,  and  of  the  Khnslik  and  Murgliab 
as  far  as  Pul-i-kiiishti.  Xorth  of  the  jKunts  mentioneil  f»ii 
the  rivers,  and  of  a  line  drawn  acn»ss  Padkis  from  the  Zul* 
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(ilar  l'>i<M  tlmniiili  Ak-nil«t  Ui  tlw  KliHilik.  thcjr  nrv  alinott 
ftll  Tnrki.  Iktwnii  llw  31ar}:lmli  «ihI  th«  Oxnti  Tnriti 
naim-a  imrrail.* 

XlikJhfA. 
We  Imip  IumI  a  t^mrl  ilatil  tA  aiKiw  niiil  rnin  ilurinj;  llie  [Mat 
tall  '\a}».  iiilcniiilthii:  Kitli  ■|«-11b  ••!  Riindiiiic;  awl  n»  n  con- 
Mt|nmrr,  itic  l^n*")  (Jain  >•(  (Jnlrnii  i«  mte  va»t  cximiiw  of 
•ptiHiliii);  ;,Tiiu,  aiKl  will  itc  km^  lip  ■  inn;^ilirvnl  iiKiiikw. 
WItat  mil  tlHMo  ::00  fniiiilkii  ••[  Kinuktiliia  Iv  'i^wa  wlm  m 
Vm-^  n;,-<)  na  IVivinU-r  la*l  »trR  miiI  In  be  mi  thrir  W47  !•■ 
••■tiU-  }wtr  f  Wliv  .!.««  all  t)>i«  t.-riJIi-  aiiil  lie  untilW.  ami 
«lt<TP  an- iIh-  (l-K'kinixl  IhtiU  |i>cn>|>  llii^  n«-lt  inMiiivr  Oar 
lH>rv«  ari<l  mir  liaii>|>>rt  linve  i\*e  i»iHi<>|i>4]r  "t  tl.  Wliat  ■ 
omtni^t  to  iIm-  pnut '.  lliiK  n  uiik-  %-a<  ••!  <Hir  <-aMi|>  oUml  the 
niiii*  «>f  wluit  iiiiiat  •HKi'  Imvc  lavn  a  Mroiiji  (ort.  iIh-  Mnm;'* 
linl<l  r<(  iiini-^Mvr  M-llli-im-nl^  kIkih-  )uUt:il  ioriR  ami  ImihIi- 
«»rk  IU.IJ'  \f  tmciil  III  wimm;  iliMatirc  on  nil  ajilc*.  It  U 
|ifi4>il4r  iImI  rl)i*  Im4  UfH  till!  al-aloBiHl  n'fn;:c>if  iimii  [rmii 
a  tt-ry  miH<(c  )>rn<iil.  Kf)>>n.  iHiVcvi-r.  *as*  tluil  il  wa>  la«l 
r<-|Min-l  axA  -niifiiil  \<y  lliiiiva'!  Klmn  llamra  nl  (1h' coM- 
MctMviiHiit  nt  lliia  rt'iiltir}-.  TIhti-  i<  nt»>  a  (••tt  naiuol 
KaUli-i-ltutiVNil  KImii.  f'Hir  iiiiltii  iHftlM-n*!  M  Tmuan  Aka. 
IIa£4T«*,  •laiH*lii*li<,  aii>l  TdiiiKina  lutit:  ■ui-i'v^icly  M|iinU«>l 
Itm-,  aiHl  MWTiiMivt-ljf  witlflnawii  WUvt  llw  tt-rtiir  oC  Turk**- 
MMii  milk  Tin-  Tniiunri*  an-  n»w  kmtnl  anmtHl  Kliaf,  ami 
uliile  iltr  ^mtt-r  [art  '4  ilto  Jamalihlu  aiwl  Haiaraa  liave  Uit 
tuanjr  yran  >«i-u  pmiiaiHiitlf  M-uk^l  ariMiiHl  KtiH>ltk  autl 
Kakili-i-nao,  hhut  ivm  Umilm  of  rillirr  lnl<c  tav  Mill  In  l« 
frntwl  near  Miili*iiialnil  ami  TuHial-i-Sluiikli  Jam  in  IVnt*. 
TIm  hmhI  rxicHMcp  iracr*  if  |innr  ncrupQituii  n(  tliia  vkUi-jr 
an  In  1«  aiva  r>mr  wiln  Tarther  MMitk  In  tlie  cmliv  of  Um 
ttMlran  plain  ruea  a  kni^  V>i>  n\s:e  niiinin;!  mirtli  ami  tovtli. 
<>■  iu  awUH-ni  citrvMity  luay  \m  nam  iwm  llw  ilitlinrt  nut- 
liMM  <if  a  Mnall  fnrt  (lltiw  wa«  oncv  a  vrll  iMMk  il ;  it  ia  now 
KIM  ■!>  ami  alutcNt  ■•(iJilentnl)  ami  utlirr  atrvrtuna ;  wliJU 
kr  a  Mila  ta  lite  Mat  ami  mvih-cMt  ntaj  \m  •*««  mit  oaljr  tha 
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most  distinct  intlicntioiis  of  the  cxisteiico  of  a  lai^  towii  con- 
taining; many  j^cHxl-sizotl  otlificcs,  but  also  the  fnintor  trnct*s  c»f 
the  walls  anil  irri«;ation-cliniiiicl«  of  the  outlyiii;;  ;^nloiis. 
The  nn»st  marked  featnre  is  the  stronjrly  fortifietl  citailcl, 
situated  txUnxi  the  centre  of  the  town.  The  hand  of  time  and 
the  workin«;  of  the  elements  have  chiakcil  this  site  in  a  ;;arh 
of  soil  and  ve<;etati(Mi  similar  to  that  of  the  8umnin«Un«;  plain. 
]iut  k'neath  this  cloak  the  trntlines  of  its  salient  features — 
the  citailel,  the  mos4«e,  the  canivanserai — arc  rcco«;n]8ahle. 
The  surface  reveals  nothin;^  more,  unless  it  be  an  occasional 
brick  and  scraps  of  jnittery.  Who  built  and  |io]iulated,  and 
who  laid  it  waste  ?  To  the  first  half  of  this  question  we  niay 
with  some  probability  reply,  the  ancient  rersinns,  and  after 
them  the  i>n»solytisin;;  soMiers  of  the  early  Caliphates ;  aiKl 
to  the  seonid,  the  devastatin;;  honles  of  Jhengiz  Khan  and 
his  descendants.  At  the  eastern  extn»niity  of  the  town  are 
the  ruins  of  the  caravanserai,  clase  to  which  still  ])asses,  as  it 
<li<l  in  former  times,  tlu»  caravan-route  from  Herat  to  Pul-i- 
Khaiun.  rntlerlyin;;  the  ve«;etation  that  has  now  ovci^iwn 
this  little-used  track,  may  Ik?  detectcMl  the  indications  of  a 
once  mnch-frequentcd  traile-nnite.  Tliat  the  caravanserai 
should  api>ear  youthful  by  the  side  of  the  other  elTaciHl  remains 
is  in  n(»  way  surprising,'.  For  in  the  interest  of  coniniercc  tlic 
final  decay  of  this  essential  convenience  of  Asiatic  trade  and 
travel  must  have  been  stave<l  oiX  by  ]x;rioilical  rc|)airs,  lonjj 
after  Gulrann  antiqva  had  Ijccome  the  home  of  the  fox  and 
the  coney.  The  brid^'e  at  Pul-i-Khatun  was  built  byagniiMl- 
dau'^btcr  of  Taimur  Ij^w**  some  4.')0  years  a;»o.  Tliis  Btrai 
wa.s  undoubtedly  habitable  then,  if  not  later.  Tlie  ruincfl 
si:r<iis  which  we  now  sec  on  the  road  from  Herat  to  Mashltad 
date,  I  believe,  from  the  rei;<n  of  Sliah  Abbas.  Tliey  are  but 
cnnublin;:  ruins  now,  whereas  the  one  hero  has  not  ono  brick 
left  standing'  on  another.  Near  it  is  a  zinrai  and  an  exteush'e 
cemetery,  which  has  evidently,  even  in  recent  years,  been  uaed 
as  a  resting-place  for  the  dead.  From  here  the  road  runs 
8f)uth  over  the  Au-safid  and  Chashnm-i-sabz  l^ttaaes  of  tho 
Taropamisus  into  the  valley  of  the  Hari  KuA 
It  would  apiKjar  from  rejwrts  that  have  of  late  been  carrant» 


SS6  ArOHA!(    raoKTIM  COUUIWIOX. 

(ihat  1Ih>  nllitu<1i'  o[  ilic  I'trnUn  official*  townrtb  lh«  nritUh 
CMiimiiMiim  u  1-y  im  iih'«ii>  w>  frirmlly  ni  il  wm  Uu  Ortal«r 
<i«  N"vpnil«r.     WIiciIht  iIio  SImIi  i<  a  r"il7  to  thia  cnr«rt 
braitilitr  nr  not  is  unknown ;  ihh  uiitintoniHjr  it  u  ailriUiU*! 
In  KuMinn  inlliiprirc.    \l  n\>Kn  l-c  tnir,  llic  |irt-4«ni  (iovenior 
:    4tf  KliiinKAn,  cnliilci)  AMf-it<lHlanl«1i,  iitnkva  no  ■t'rTrl  f»f  hu 
■    anii-Hriliah  |>foclivitiiiL'     An>>llMrr  n-]"*!,  IciwevM-.  «yi  tluit 
:    lie  )4  liLrljr  m  l«  en  l»n-_>  rtTalKtl  !•>  Tctirnin  nml  Kumret) 
,     (nun    lii"  K"*'""""'"""'.  '"'t   wIi'-iIht   l>ir   injiutirc  or  rxlor- 
I     tinn.  iiH-a|nt-ilj'  i-f  t"<>  ]>nl|Ml>li'  ltu-k*ii|>liiliHtt,  is  unknown. 
!     I1iy«inillj-  tlie  I'tTiiian*  nre  )>y  ih>  inroiia  «tntcin|itil>l« ;  mhI 
|Na«illanini<>ii<  ni  tlicy  linvp  of  Inte  n|<|iiiiiT<l  in  trarwilli  na 
•wl  «il)i  tiM-  Af;;)iaii4  ntHi  Tnrkoniniii,  (lirr  wiiuM.  i(  Ceil. 
rl<i(lHil.  |niil.  nml  ilnlW,  nml   (iHirrfv*!   Ity   nicn   in   wbote 
luixnir  mihI  i-(Min;,i>  tlx-y  nml-l  tniKt,  xltow  ilut  llH-y  nn  not 
wantiii;:  in  Ui'riin;:  i|Mnliii«-<.     I(  '-n  tlw  'Ivniiw  ■•!  tltr  rnlinjt 
nxiuifTli  iltr  /ill-ii*-S«liAH  ■IhiiiIiI  Iv  |ii>wrr(iil  mh>u;;1i  !•>  win 
Oir  llirtxtc  (ittii  llir  Wali-nlMl— M  wc  khnulil  aincrrvly  Im[w 
he  way — llirn  wo  nii;,'lil  l«i>k  Ut  iIk-  inaut^iimlinn  nt  an  alilcr 
■ml  ]K-rli.i|H  Jii»u-r  nil«,  anil  alw>  f<ir  tlic  revival  n(  t)M>  prv- 
1  <l<i«ninnn<v  i-l  Mntiali  ovit  Itituinn  inrtnciuv.     Itoth  iIh-  ZilU 
1  «*-.-^ilian  aifl  titc   NaiU  M«.Stt|tanal).  llw  Sliali'a  rl<k-«t   ami 
I  thinl  ■«■.  an-  M,t  incn  ikin  iIm  lH-ir-aii|iarrnl.  «Ih>  i«  too 
I  nurli  i>i  iIh-  k-iM-U  '<!  ll>c  MulLu  |.>  U-  a  likHy  a'lvomte  of 
j  «>lhjil.-n.-.l  nn.1  ;i.h:<iHv.l  xlmv     TIh-  (-nmr  i*  in  f.»t.  Iik« 
m»t  riluiithil   IVr*i.in«.  a  •k'<'iilr>l  fn-rlliinkfr,  nlllHni;:li  ha 
Miiniain*  an  outwani   alfiw  of   R~>pi-rt   (or   ll»o   Tfli}:iim  n( 
Kii  (••rrfatlicn.     I'nf<>niiiui<-ly  ilic  MmIi  Iui  I<vu  mi  liule 
lavrsinlOy  ini|ir(««^l   t<j   lii«  ••«»  vtot   !■>   tUti^iv.  llttt  be 
tkclinn  lo  allow  any  of  In*  ■«*  fnHuwin;;  In*  «uint)4a.     In 
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1881,  when  I  was  in  Tsi>nhnn  anil  had  the  honour  of  an  inter- 
view with  the  Zill-ns-SuUan,  he  cxprcftftcd  a   vcr^'  strong; 
desire   to  visit  Europe.     He   is  a  man  who   woukl    in    his 
yoiuif^er  years  have   profiteil   considembly  hy  a   |>ndon;7i*«] 
travel  and  residence  in  Europe,  an«l  have  utilised  his  enlar^ped 
experience  for  the  InjueHt  of  his  suhjects.     Now,  ]icrha|»s — ho 
must  he  ni;;li  forty — lie  is  loo  ohl  to  inihilie  and  ada]>t  him- 
self to  new  impressions.     He  is  ;,'enerally  rc^mtetl  to  lie  the 
ahlest  «;overnor  in  Persia,  althou;;h  lie  is  known  to  lie  des- 
potic, unscrn]>uh)us,  and  an  advocate  of  inhnnmn  modes  of 
execution  as  the  hest  j)reventive  of  crime.     It  is  impossilde 
that  any  chan;,'e  for  the  lielter  in  the  system  of  ^iveniment 
can  take  ])laco  in  the  lifetime  of  the  present  Shah ;  and  i>cr- 
haps,  ere  that  comes  to  pass,  should  events  precipitate  the 
delivery  of  that  which  is  surely  lN»rne  in  the  womh  of  the 
future,  Persia  may  have  ceased  to  Ihj  an  independent  kin<^h»m 
and   he  mer^'cd  in  the   r>ritish  and   liussian  empires.      Ihit 
presuminj^'  that  Xasir-ud-<lin  dies  Shah  of  Persia,  wimt  will 
he  do  with  all  his  hoarded,  and,  I  think  I  may  aihl,  iU-;^>tten 
;:ain  ?     It  lies,  they  say,  huried  in  the  precincts  of  his  |ialace 
or  jialaces.     If  lie  were  a  wise  man  and  had  an;;ht  of  the  gift 
of  foresi«^'lit  or  j^rophecy,  he  would  have  invested  it  in  ccmsols 
h>\v^  a;,'o.     I»etter  to  W  a  free  man  with  an  inde]»endent  in- 
come, than  either  a  liussian  or  I»ritish  }»ensi(iner.     Ihit  we 
can  easily  understand  his  belief  in  honesty  as  a  pn»tty  lhoor}% 
hut  never  a  reality — only  at  least  in  Utopia,    It  is  exiiHxlin;»ly 
<|n(StionaMe  it  he  has  ever  come  across  an  honest  man  in  his 
own  country,  and  lii^  relations  with  Eun)|)eans  have  |»erha)»s 
never  been  sueh  as  t<»  permit  of  his  accurately  ;;nu;;in;;  the 
extent  of  their  virtues.    The  h»llowiny  anecnhites  illustrate  the 
Shah's  character  and  Persian  justice.     The  Turkonmiis  came 
down  an<l  carrieil  oil*  all  the  cattle  of  a  village  near  Xishapnr. 
This  villa;,'c  paid  a  yearly  tax  of  fifty  cows  to  the  Shah.     S> 
they  represented  that,  as  all  their  cows  had  lieen  "lifteil,"  they 
could  not  pay.     The  Shah,  after  tlue  eonsideratiim,  issued  Uie 
f«»llowin;;  remarkable  edict:  "It  having  l»cen  proved  to  iny 

satisfaction  that  all  the  cattle  of have  been  stolen  by 

Turkomans,  I  hereby  remit  the  tax  on  that  vilhige  of  fifty 
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niwa,  ami  lit  luUin!  will  I'lily  (IiiimimI  (•>rt.r .'  An  ill-bled 
IVrtMii  i>)H-|>l)i'r<l  wIpi  Ii.kI  Ut-ii  mrri«tl  i>fr  with  liia  tlnck  l>j 
Tiiik'xnan*.  wpf  «•(  fn*c  alti-r  five  jpnn' cft|4ivity,  <>n  hU 
nlum  i»  liM  iMtivp  |>ltu-i-  lu'  vui  mllol  upon  I  if  the  laral 
tni-pillH'nT  l<>  |<ny  tiji  llic  tax  (m  liii  llnck  (•«  tlie  put  fit-o 
yi^n.  l>iH>  iif  tin-  Slmhii  iiMirtiiTii,  iiiuru  (imiripitl  niKl  m- 
li;:l>trn<«l  tliaii  lii*  Mu>-«ty.  tU-piMitml  all  M*  Hvinv*  in  tW 
lUnk  <■(  I'lif^tniHl.  Tito  Slinli  iMvinuin};  CKcniMnl  of  it, 
bttrmol  will)  •k-irv  to  hii;,vr  tlii«  wmlili.  A*  •  ptvliniituiy 
■tr|tlicwa*;;rari<>u>ly  I'ltii^il  !••  ;:ivi>  hiiiinttrof  Itia  •InuKltten 
in  nuirria;;!-.  II.it  iii;:  ilin*.  a*  Iw  iiMiiiiiWnil,  lmiit<l  liini  t<> 
liimwlf  ami  |Jii>f*l  liim  uipk-r  a  <ltv|t  'ilili^sitMiii.  Im  l«~^n  In 
lliniw  inil  >ln>n;.')>li  liinl*  al-mt  llic  aiiH^  liltiv  nrM<<^  in  lite 
Itduk  <>/  (ln;;liiiHl.  Tlw  linnMircil  nHirtior.  Mi^nf:  Ihiw  tlie 
UihI  by,  oxi-itlii-'l  1<i<  n>yn)  1<ri<lc  Tlutt  ln<ly.  with  ttve 
rnnjii;,-al  Biri-*  tti-ii.  •ai.l.  "  Hjf  fnmi  lliiit  uiijiiM  n-aliu.  ami  I 
«ill  Hy  mill  ilHt-.~  Si  tiM-y  tlol.  aii.l  livi'.l.  |  (niat,  lia|<|>]r 
ry<t  ntUTm.inU.  TIm'  sImIi  rnnharalol  all  tiM-y  k-ft;  Imt  In 
IImI  (licy  tniKl  liavu  niadi'  it)i  tlwir  miixU  Mnfv  tlify  atAdnl. 
I  I«-afil  a  rt'wy  llw  •■tlirr  'lay  »liRh,  if  <[uite  mnw*  <ii 
mattrr*  <•(  (ail.  illiiMnii-f  in  a  rrtimTkalila  way  ht>w  arriafent 
at  Uiiira  nmir^  t"  IIm'  aiil  nl  rlinrlatnniain.  My  infunitant  i> 
m  NHot  frlial-h-  anlln>nty  —  omiIiI  nnt  be  mu|w  m> — |ImmI|Hi 
■•4  an  r\c«iln<-M  "f  (lie  vteitt*  lie  r«-tatnk  In  iulililii<a  In 
■mkNiUcil  viTj-iiy,  lie  |«MM-ue«  at  Ii-a*t  one  <>f  llw  i|nali- 
btntiiia*  wtiirh  AirhilMniti  I'aley  iWiunl  eMrntiol  lu  tnut* 
wiNiliy  te^iatnny — ^ix.,  almiliite  fivc<l>itn  fn«i  all  Mm.  Aa 
llw  tale  I  an  alwnt  In  n-jitjat  milaiiM  antne  featnm  thai 
\rrgr  nnt  twly  (Hi  llw  inirarukm*.  Wt  aUi  on  llic  iiupcnl** 
able,  awl  a*  I  am  ti'4  nne  «Imi  briwvea  in  wiraraVma  inter* 
tenliMi  im  Mialf  tif  any  «(  the  nnMrtnua  amy  at  UUnHbjr 
aainia,  I  pfewiae  tlie  al'»e  tewarka  Tl>t  ereat  I  am  ahMil 
to  rvbte  mnirreil  in  MH'i,  aixl  it  wna  wtue  yean  Mnn  thai 
t^t  a  native  nf  Mnru  aaw  rcaaon  to  brliete  lliat  llw  l>etty 
kad  ewkninl  liia  witli  p(u  ami  )■■««»  abura  lua  fellov^BMB. 
aail  IB  patttcaW  onbianl  liiat  lo  l«  ooe  of  tknaa  aelart  ttm 
Ja<iaad  to  ivraal  tU  dirina  will  oa  cank.  TUt  panoM. 
«kal«Tcr  aaaM  kia  |«n:Bta  or  gaanliaiM  piva  liiai,  dtnJed, 
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when  he  felt  the  divine  afflatm  stirring  within  hiiu,  to 
abandon  it  for  tlie  more  sug^stive  oognonien  of  El-lmb, 
whicli  is,  in  the  Arab  tongue, "  Tlie  Door."  £l-bab  founded 
the  sect  of  IVihis,  who  at  a  later  date  (1849-50)  suffered 
niucli  iK>rsecution,  and  of  whom  there  are  still  large  numlters 
in  Persia.  The  Mohammo<lans,  as  at  least  some  people 
know,  consider  Moliamnie<l  to  be  the  last  of  a  series  of 
l)roi>hets  ordained  by  the  Deity  to  reveal  and  preach  the 
divine  faitli  on  earth.  Adam,  Abraham,  Moses,  and  Christ 
wore  his  forerunners,  but  none  were  to  come  after  him. 
El-bab  arose  and  taught  otherwise.  Poor  fellow!  he  ran 
his  allotted  course  very  quickly.  He  was  finally  made  a 
prisoner  at  Zinjan,  between  Kazvin  and  Tabriz,  and  sen- 
tenced to  l>c  shot.  Of  his  followers,  two  were  ca|>tuied 
with  him.  Tliey  were  told  to  spit  in  his  face  and  renounce 
him,  or  die.  One  chose  the  former,  the  other  the  latter 
alternative.  P^l-bab  and  his  faithful  disciple  were  led  out 
to  execution.  A  coin|»any  of  Persian  infantry  fell  in,  and 
at  a  ^'ivcn  word  finnl.  When  the  smoke  cleared,  the  disciple 
lay  dead,  and  El-bab  was  nowhere  to  Ih5  seen.  The  con- 
sternation of  the  bigote<l  sohliery  was  indescribable.  Finuly 
convinced  that  no  human  intervention  could  have  saved  him, 
they  could  only  see  in  this  a  signal  manifestation  of  the 
divine  power.  For  a  time  they  were  incapable  of  any 
rational  action.  The  reiK)rt  of  a  miracle  spread  like  wild- 
fire, and  crowds  collected.  Some  of  the  spectators,  more 
incredulous  than  the  majority,  suggested  that  at  least  a 
search  should  be  made  for  him.  They  searched,  but  found 
him  not,  and  returned  to  the  guanl-room  whence  he  had 
been  led  out  to  die  but  an  hour  or  two  before.  There, 
cowering  in  a  dark  corner,  was  found  £l-bab.  The  storj 
says  that  the  bullets  of  the  volley  left  him  unscatlied,  one 
only  cutting  the  cord  that  bound  him.  Freed,  he  fled  to 
the  nearest  refuge,  the  guard-room.  I\e-found,  he  was  again 
led  out  to  Ixi  shot  The  soldiers,  still  under  the  spell  of 
sujKirstition,  absolutely  refused  to  level  their  guns  at  him. 
A  Persian  ofllcer  hacked  him  to  death  with  his  tword.* 

*  See  WaUon'a  Hiatory  of  Pertia,  pp.  SS5>9M. 

T 
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Bat  DOW  lei  tu  pMt  from  the  toene  of  a  horril4e  martjnlom 
to  lifter  themet.  A  ItUle  mieodoCe  from  the  Zalfikar  Vmm 
bM  jtttt  oocne  in.  which  might  cUtpel  grim  llioiightt.  Ami 
jc€«  wm  I  think  of  it,  tliit  t«le  emU  in  mi  attempteil  Micttle. 
It«t  to  my  ttorj.  You  know  there  ie  a  Ruiieiiin  |iQet  at  the 
Zttliikar  l*aM.  It  wa^  iilacetl  there  hj  a  Unsntan  oIKcer 
aUmt  llie  8th  Fel»niftrj.  ami  a  few  ilajra  later  a  hoilj  ot 
Afghans  appeareil  ami  en€am|iccl  in  tlie  vicinitj  of  tlie 
KnaKtana.  I  am  a  little  afraiil  of  luuanling  an  eatimale 
o(  tlie  frtrrn^rtli  of  each  |iartjr.  liecaaae»  aeconling  to  tlie 
atatementJi  of  vrviIiMe  peraont,  the  Uttafitan  pmit  maj  con* 
aiil  of  anything  fmin  10  to  CO.  ami  tlie  Afglian  fmin  100 
to  200.  SttfHce  it  to  km>w  that  tlie  Afglians  arv«  much  the 
•tmnger.  WItcn  iUvj  arrivvil  tlicj  fonml  tlie  ltn«Uan« 
enacuiictnl  in  a  Mining  ilcfiMi«il>le  |io<ittiiin  in  tlie  |««i.  After 
•lime  flays  a  1>nglit  i^lca  fitrm  k  tlie  Afglian  commainler.  ami 
be  went  *4f  ami  |<ii«l  a  vtMl  «»f  courleiiy  Ui  tlic  Knviian  ofttcer. 
He  |mintcil  out  tliat  lie  liatl  not  come  there  to  attack  him— 
in  fact  lie  ImmI  »|iecial  orih*r«  in  aUtain  from  IwwCilitiee  ami 
he  tlNatght,  tlicnrftire,  tliat  tin*  twn  |iarties  might  aa  well 
he  on  as  fnemlly  terms  as  circnmMiittces  wookl  |<nnit*  It 
wtmltl  l«  a  cniirenience  to  Uith  of  tlieni  to  camp  near  the 
nvrr*lsink  ami  benefit  hy  tlie  |*roximity  of  g«««|  water. 
Tlie  Kttssian  oOtccr,  mimhUe  iiiri$t,  omsi'nteil;  ami  «i  Uich 
imftira  tfansfcrrv*!  tlirir  csni|«i  to  tlie  lsuik«  of  the  Ifari  RmL 
\llicn  daylight  lin»ke  *m  tlie  scene  next  morning,  it  was  fcaiml 
that  the  Afglians  liml  oocnpieil  tlie  very  piMitimt  jnai  vaeatt^l 
by  tlie  UttsiMansLi  To  ivmonstrate  was  futile,  |o  Igbt  waa 
in  rain,  liir  tlie  Afglians  were  at  least  tlaee  in  one ;  ao  tlw 
Ui|«eian  c4llcrr  in  tlie  liitternosa  of  bis  heart  tried  to  iml  con* 
aobuioa  ami  olilivton  in  a  itipe  aiynateil  to  the  ridgo-pgle  ot 
Us  t«»t  His  men.  hi»werer.  inaiated  oo  piwmrriag  bia  life. 
Yo«  may  feel  rarpriseU  that  a  man  sbonbl  think  life  not  wtirth 
liYiaf  beeanae  be  bad  been  cangbi  in  the  trap  of  a  wiljr 
Affhaa;  b«i  the  fact  ts,  the  poor  feUov  knew  be  bad  to 


AT  GULRAK.  291 

cl  loose  between  death  and  almost  certain  professional  dis- 
grace or  degradation,  Tlie  Russian  military  service  is  a 
hard  and  stern  task-master.  Not  long  ago,  when  General 
Lunisdcn  was  at  Sarakhs,  an  Afglian  escort,  sent  to  conduct 
h'un  to  Knhsan,  passed  the  Russian  post  at  Pul-i-Kliatun. 
AVhethcr  the  Russian  officer  in  command  there  was  unaware 
tliat  the  Afghans  had  passeil  his  post,  or  wliethcr  he  did 
not  feel  himself  authorised  to  forbid  their  passage,  I  am 
unable  to  say.  All  I  know  is,  that  General  KomarofT  at 
once  removed  him  from  his  post 

Here  we  are  cncamixid  in  southeni  Radkis,  a  country 
that  for  a  century  past  has  Ixien  lying  almost  waste  owing 
to  the  tern»r  of  the  N'ery  name  of  Turkoman.  Rut  the  days 
of  the  alfotian  are  over.  Mast  of  the  Turkoman  trilies  are 
now  Russian  sul»jocts,  and  those  who  arc  not  aro  cither 
located  along  the  northern  and  north-eastern  frontier  of 
IVrsia,  nr  the  n<»rih-weslern  fnmtier  of  Afglianistan.  Tlio 
tribes  that  most  concern  us  now  are  the  Tekke,  8aruk,  Salor, 
and  Krsari.     I^'t  us  say  a  Wi»nl  or  two  of  each  in  tuni. 

Tlie  Ti'kke  Turkomans  at  the  Iteginning  of  this  century 
wcMc  settled  in  the  l»alkan  near  Krasnovoilsk,  on  Uic  cast 
sborc  of  the  Casi)ian.  Alnrnt  140  years  ago  they  ap|M*are<l 
in  the  Daman-i-koh  or  Akhal  c«mntry;  and  when  Xaitir 
Shah  died,  in  1747,  they  tt)ok  advantage  of  the  troubled  stato 
of  IVrsia,  and  dnne  the  inhabitants  out  of  the  villages  on 
the  northern  bonier  and  occupied  AkhaL  Later  on  a  porti«»n 
of  them  settled  near  Karaknnd,  on  the  lower  Tejend,  w)iei>c 
the  Russians  now  have  a  military  jxist  After  the  taking  of 
Old  Sarakhs  in  1834  by  Abbas  Mir/^  (when  ho  carried  the 
Snlors  cajUive  to  Mashhad  and  s<jld  them),  a  largo  body  of 
Tekkes  came  from  Akhal,  built  the  first  fort  called  Kalah-i- 
Kauslii<i  Khan,  a  few  miles  north  of  Old  Sarakhs,  and  settleil 
around  it.  Kaushid  Khan  was  the  name  of  one  of  their  moat 
inllucntial  headmen.  There  they  remained  till  1855,  wlien 
they  got  into  serious  hot- water  with  the  Persian  Government, 
and  fearing  the  Shah's  resentment  and  revenge,  went  off  to 
^Icrv,  drove  the  Saruks  thence  after  several  years*  desultory 
fighting,  in  which  the  Akhal  Tekkes  aided  them,  to  Ynlaiaa 
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■ml  I'anjileh.  amt  ootiMnictMl  Kabh-i-KanUiid  KiMn  N'n.  II. 
Tlie  T«kke«  Imvv  lienrvfnttli  l<Gm  diviileil  into  two  •rctionn, 
tht  Aklml  nml  tite  Mrrv.  Tlie  Sanikr  after  ■  pn4nii|^| 
flni;silr,  rlianictcriif^l  df  a  want  o(  imitol  artion,  fliulljr 
atowlonol  Mrrr.  Tlie  fart  i\  itiat  all  tho  wealth)-  Saniks, 
an>l  in  [larticulnr  tlie  Siiklili  *octioti,  prrceivtn;;  the  hnpclew- 
HTM  nf  retiolaiicc,  ami  fMriii^  llw  ]•»%  n(  atl  (Itnr  lluck* 
and  otiirr  |wn)i(Ttf.  atiani|r>tic<l  Men'  at  nn  carl}'  ata^jo  o( 
iIm*  mnllkt.  TIh'  iA\wt  «rr(i»nii,  tKiwevrr,  nr  (he  cimlrr 
|«H  ot  iIh-iu — vix.,  Ilainj,  llnm^.  AUitlutlt,  amt  Khnnuanli 
— kr\A  np  a  tlr«nll»r}-  fi};lit  Ut  three  or  four  ytta*.  ami  iIiom 
imthutlj-  wilhiln-w  to  |*aiij<Wh  ami  Chaiini.  Tliniie  who 
elnieil  to  «d(lc  in  (lie  lailrr  place  iliti  m>t  itaj  ibriv  loo;!, 
bat  iiii;:ralc<1  in  I'xDJilrh,  mxim-  lij  ll>e  tlinrt  roate  amiM 
(he  I-*"/  rit  .liliiii;:iT  ami  Knmliil  (Mr  Merk  ami  Captain 
IVarnrkc  fiJli>wr>l  thi«  nnitr  f<tt  •evrni  iXofX*  no  titrir  way 
(rotn  Manichak  M  Amikhui),  ami  (riltcn  lijr  llw  Hmn  rin-nil- 
ma  PNite  of  MaiiiieiM  omi  Kalah  Wali.  It  appean  lliat  at 
tlwit  lime,  a«  |irrlM|M  at«o  nnw,  (Itarjai  waa  ihirkljr  )io|ni- 
UimI  l-jr  |->««n  ami  Kan  Tiirk'iaan* — -t  tnnrh  •»,  ()hU  (ami, 
which  a«  a  nite,  amen;;  T<itk'>i»an*,  ran  l«  IukI  (•«  iW  Lakins. 
hml  In  1«  imtrhaanL  Hrmv  thin  re-niizTattoa  tn  I^iyiMt 
wlieiv  laml  wa*  more  plrnlifiiL  At  firrt  the  Hakhli*.  htving 
Mi;:ra(nl  r«  aMJa-.  ha>l  it  all  tlieir  own  wajr ;  Imt  aa  familjr 
■flrT  laiuiljr  n(  ihf  •4lier  arrtinn*  arrivdl  ami  awelknl  iheir 
nanliera,  lite  former  f<>aml  thrmachea  cnftatminMl  In  «m(\l 
theaa  C(|«l  i>ri\ih-cea  wilh  timuavlvea  aa  UmUiolrbra.  Tkt 
kwl  WM  tlien  appiirtMNwal  ihn*  : — 

To  iha  HvklitM,  the  left  liank  o(  the  Murchab  from  Ohl 
huijileh  lo  Sari  Vari — it  will  that  be  tera  that  frooi  the 
in«  the  nillcjr  of  iIm  Uarj.'hab  aa  far  m  Sati  Yaii  )m» 
brioi^eil  t0  the  Sarvka  of  l<iu^Wh;  to  tlw  Hararsii.  the 
Wfc  bank  of  the  river  wivth  uf  niM>M>i  *>>  Om  Ilaii^ 
awl  Aleabfth,  the  fi|;hl  hank  o(  the  rinr  mirth  awl  aovth 
■(   ravlah ;  la  the  Khotuanli.  lh«  Uml  ia  the  viciKity  el 


At  the  tlMM  whaa  this  anbdiriaiM  of  the  knd  waa  wmia, 
MM  MO  hMUiee  of  Knaria  wen  aetlka  e«  the  Ml  buh 
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between  Band-i-Nadiri  nnd  Marucimk.  Encroochcd  on  by 
the  Harzegis,  tliey  withdrew  to  iMtilaUiUacI  near  AmlkiiuL 
The  settlements  of  the  Harzegi  now  extend  to  Karawul- 

kliana  and  Kalah  Wali. 

In  1857  the  Persians  made  their  first  attack  on  tlic  Tekkes 
of  Merv.    Though  productive  of  no  decisive  results,  it  did  not 
terminate  in  a  disaster.    The  second  attack  was  made  in  1860, 
under  tlie  command  of  the  Governor  of  Khorajvin,  Hashnuit- 
ud-dauhih,  wlio,  however,  left  ever}*thing  to  his  Wazir,  Kawani- 
ud-daulah.    The  Persian  army  left  Mashhad  in  May — tlinn 
which  no  more  mifavourahle  time  of  the  year  couM  lia^ie 
l>een  selected  —  crossed  the  Tcjeud  a  month  latter  in  Jane, 
and  reached  tlie  Murghah  in  the  vicinity  of  Merv  in  July. 
Arrived  there  they  commenced  ojwrations  against  the  Tekkes, 
hut  with  such  a  marked  want  of  skill  and  ener^  tliat  no 
decisive  success  was  ohtaine<l.     They  also  detached  a  large 
force   against   the   Salors  at  Ynlsitan,  and  ohligcd   them    to 
retreat  up  the  Murgliah.     The  Saruks,  animated  by  enmity 
against  the  Tekkes,  sent  a  small  contingent  to  aif I  the  Persians, 
and  also  furnislied  tliem  with  supplies  of  food,  groin,  and 
fodder.     At  last  the  Tekkes,  emlxjhlencd  hy  the  inactivity 
and  incajmcity  of  the  Persian  generals,  mustered  in  strengtli, 
and  assuming  the  oM'ensive,  attacked  the  invading  force  and 
routed   it    with   terrible    slaughter,      Indce<l  the    Persians, 
tliuugh  vastly  sui)erior  in  numl>ers,  would  seem  to  have  ofTennl 
only  tlie  feehlest  resistance.     Defeated  hy  the  Tekkes,  tliey 
fell  hack  to  Yulat4in.     Up  to  that  time  the  Saruks  had  been 
the  allies  of  the  Persians.     Ihit  at  Yulatan,  in  a  quarrel  a 
Persian  killed  a  Saruk,  anil  was  in  turn  killed  by  his  victim's 
hrother.    A  tight  ensued  between  the  Saruk  contingent  ami 
the  Persians.     As  soon  as  the  (Jovcmor  of  Khorasan  heard  of 
this,  he  ordered  his  horse,  and  leaving  his  army  to  take  care 
of  itself,  made  tracks  for  Persia,     His  de|iarture  was  the 
signal  for  a  general  ilight,  and  the  flight  was  a  signal  for  a 
general  attack  and  pursuit  by  Tekkes,  Saruks,  and  Salors. 
Camp,  stores,  guns  (some  thirty  or  more — they  now  ornament 
Kalah  -  i  -  Kaushid  Khan),  cver}nhing  was  abandoned  and 
plundered.     It  was  simply  sanrt  qui  pent.    The  Persians  ara 
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Mwl  to  hat-e  fleil  np  tin  >Iuri;lutli  aiMl  Khoitlik  to  IC«lah>t'iuiar, 
omI  tliMKC  acTHM  llftdkia  luln  IVnU.  ludool.  what  oI)ht 
rawl  lta>l  titcj  r  K'jr  iltrtu  to  Iiar«  taken  to  Um  vttericM 
(An/  1vtw«en  YuU'an  awl  Sanklu  wa*  cvrtaiu  death.  N«T«r 
mu  an  anaj*  niiiclit  in  mdi  a  trap;  ilw  Tekkea  in  (roat,  ami 
llir  Sanliii  ami  Salon  in  rear,  and  (li;;lit  to  rifrfit  and  left  inf 
|wwil4e :  no  chanc«  tnii  to  nuh  into  the  jaws  of  ikatli  and 
■lamr.  or  40,000  hm-ii  wIw  Ivft  UaidilUHl  in  Majr,  onl/ 
DOOO  Rtnnicd  la  IVr*ia  in  Octnlpor.  It  lu|>|>nKil  (lo  at  kaat 
I  have  ItranI)  tltat  at  tlii*  lime  Sir  Lewii  IVlljr  wa*  in  or  naar 
llrtal.  He  Itad  l«en  tint  SccTcUrr  of  Le^atiaa  al  Teheran, 
nntil  in  IR60  tluit  l.r]?ition  va«  Iranslened  from  the  Indian 
t"  the  Huaie  l-'ort-ipi  tMRce.  Sir  Henry  Itawlinaon,  whowaa 
titen  Miiii«(vr.  rrM»t>e<l,  mhI  all  tlw  Sccretarica  hut  one  re- 
tame<l  to  duly  in  linlia.  Sir  Lewi*  IVlljr  mol\-ed  to  liavel 
nd  Hemi  an><  KaiHlalMr.  Hiiir-  lita  |>metic«  uenr  the  fnnner 
rity  in  tV-tnlcr  IMO.  IHrmll)-  lie  Itcnnl  llie  news  o(  tha 
IVrvian  iliwMrr,  Iw  Martdl  f<>r  tlw  Kvne  of  action.  Kint  ht 
n»r<  HaaliiiMl-nil-tbuUli.  and  olhTnl  tn  lake  nNumaiHl  i4  a 
mr-s«i>nl  awl  ctner  tlic  retrvat.  il  iIm  Covemor  mmM  place 
■■mM-  rrlulik  lrt*>ym  at  liia  ili«[»Mal.  H«  wa*  rt^orrcd  t« 
Katrau-wl-ilaulali.  Him  IVlly  (•>aii<l — an  the  M<iry  pw*— 
in  the  act  of  ilrawin-;  on  liia  InKi,  preparamrjr  tn  omlinning 
hi*  dislit  tnwardi  Ilia  native  lamL  He  received  I'elljr'a  ftn- 
|nwl  «iih  ilie  i«>iluniMlr<  iodiflrrmre,  and  indmatd  him 
that  nnw  a  tew  livea  \mt  more  or  km  wa*  (4  no  mutuenL  Hh 
pMM  miw  «aa  to  ahiekl  bimM-U  from  tha  8halt*a  •m'rfeipi 
!»(;•  and  di*|4eoaniv ;  ami  with  that  nliiect  in  view,  hti  oaljr 
can  wma  Ut  rtarh  Uaalihail  without  drlajT,  ami  emian  that  lb* 
tnt  TvfvioM  t4  the  aflair  thai  reached  the  Kliah  ahoakl  W  hia. 
A  wuethy  dea|*tch  '4  a  worth}-  niini«ter !  It  i*  laid  that  mit 
a«ljr  tha  Tarkoaan  men.  hat  alw>  ihetr  wraaankiwl.  Joined  i« 
tlw  ranfieaial  U*k  <•(  |dnmlrr  and  imnaiL  Anmis  thow 
raptand  waa  a  French  |>hotoenpheT  who  had  accoMpaaied 
tha  l\rwaa  torva.  Sach  waa  tlia  glHt  of  alana  in  tha  aauketa 
a(  Utrt  aad  l-aivdah  after  thia  wimlfaU.  that  the  Fraach. 
BMB.  who  waa  pefhapa  neither  jroaac  aar  gnod-loDhia^  Mf 
■lalwaft  mat  Anag,  waa  pat  ap  he  Mia  at  tha  prioa  at  alaa 
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tomam,  or  £3,  128.  However,  ns  soon  as  the  Turkomans 
found  that  a  fuss  was  being  made  about  his  ransom,  they 
raised  tlic  price  to  8000  Bokhara  iilat,  or  lU.  60,000,  and  got 
it.  The  province  of  Khornsan  was  specially  taxed  to  raise 
this  sum ;  and  what  is  more  edifying  still,  I  hear  tliat  this 
tax  has  been  raised  annually  ever  since.  How  little  are  we 
Englishmen,  with  our  Mansion  House  and  other  Relief  Funds, 
aware  of  the  charitable  institutions  of  our  neighbours !  Here 
we  find  the  people  of  Khorasan  annually  contributing  lis. 60,000 
for  the  noble  purpose  of  ransoming  an  ill-starred  being  who 
has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Turkomans.  Furthermore, 
with  a  display  of  confidence  in  their  moimrch  that  is  really 
touching,  they  have  begged  him  to  graciously  consent  to  re- 
ceive and  dispose  of  these  funds  to  the  best  advantage  of 
the  State.  There  seems  to  lie  no  doubt  about  his  receiving 
them,  tliougli  he  does  not  acknowledge  them  in  the  '  Teheran 
Gazette/  Xor  has  he  ever  been  known  to  publish  any  details 
of  the  expenditure.  The  Frenchman  having  been  set  at  liberty, 
returned  to  his  native  countr}*  and  published  his  experiences 
in  a  Freneh  magazine.  In  that  article  he  not  unnaturally 
omitted  to  mention  tliat  he  had  been  taken  captive  by  a  Tekke 
woman.  AVc  must  therefore  conclude  that  some  one  let  the 
cat  out  of  the  bag  for  him,  seeing  that  a  reix>rt  to  that  effect 
is  current. 

After  the  flight  of  the  Persian  army  the  Salors  did  not 
return  to  Yulatan,  but  settled  near  Maruclmk  for  a  time, 
and  then  niove<l  towards  Maimena.  The  Saruks,  taking  atU 
vantage  of  the  evacuation  of  Yulatan  by  the  Salors,  occupied 
it.  It  is  at  any  rate  known  that  not  long  after  their  settle- 
ment at  Panjdeh  some  4000  families  migrated  to  Yulatan. 
The  reason  the  Saruks  now  give  for  this  move  is,  that  ttie  area 
of  cultivable  land  Iwtwcen  Sari  Yazi  and  Maruchak  by  no 
means  sufliced  for  the  requirements  of  the  whole  tribe.  It  is 
too  sandy  for  rain-crops,  and  they  are  consequently  dependent 
solely  on  irrigated  land.  Even  in  the  valleys  of  tlie  Khoshk 
and  Kalah-i-nau  waters  and  at  Kalah  ^Vali,  a  heavy  rainfall 
flooding  the  streams  is  requisite  to  ensure  good  crops.  The 
grain  produced  at  Panjdeh  is  not  suflicient  for  their  local 
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wanii,  and  tliej  thcrefora  impott  Urfrelj  froin  Mainienii.  I 
wouM  rviimrk  tliai  this  eUiiiuite  ot  Uie  |>rnilucUveii6it  of  lh« 
tlmimm  or  rmtn-liimlt  in  no  waj  iipTot  witli  what  I  wm  toM 
erriywIirrD  cm  our  ninrrh  tlinitigli  Kliunlik  tml  Kmlah-i-nan  to 
IWib  Mur^tMln  Tito  fact  u,  tliat  nt  the  pnsaent  time  laml  It  ot 
•»  little  valtio  in  Itadkit  and  tlte  ai\}Acent  \*allejrB,  tliat  the 
Tnrkoniant  connidcr  it  n<it  wortli  tlicir  while  to  cnlii^'ate 
|iftcan4mt  rain-cn>|ia.  TImt  tlie  anil  of  Ikulkia  ia  tin^nil^rly 
|«irim«  aiMl  niixc<l  with  ihiinI,  tlK*re  ia  no  ihmlit,  lloavjr  n%  tlie 
rain  aiMl  mkiw  fall  't%  )K*rt\  nowlK*re  on  tlicae  rolliti|;  ihtwiia  can 
lie  dctcctdl  tlie  veati^'o  of  a  watcrcoarte.  Tlio  min  falla  and 
a»«k4  i4nii);ht  into  the  [[mun^L  Tlio  anow  Itca  ami  (ha*a  ditta 
Xfitic  llowt  away  tthnrr  tlie  atirface  of  tlie  toil  How  ilei*|i 
tfi'kjw  tlie  ivrface  lii*^  the  ini|«r\*tiint  atratuni  in  which  thia 
water  ootlccta,  ia  a  (|iieiition  f<»r  Ca|4ain  (•rieal«cli  to  ilcride. 
JiNlpng  hj  the  dr|4lia  «»f  tlie  okl  %rella  in  tJita  ciNintrjr,  it 
rariea  pvatly.  For  in^aiice.  on  tlie  Ma«l  fmin  Ak-ta|«i  to 
Nirakh*.  tlie  wi*llii  at  CtaniUili  Sanik  art!  alvntt  100  fix*t  ilcr|s 
and  at  KiriOi  140.  At  a  |iUce  calktl  Alli*liir.  Miine  30  luilea 
aonth  of  Kaitin-KuytiM,  the  welU  are  aai<l  to  bo  51  Mmrk  of 
fatlmma  (.'M>C  fc*ft)  in  lUiitlt.  Alli-l>ir  in  Turki«li  nit*an4  r»l. 
Kmlmtk  ia  the  k*n;;tli  of  tlie  aniit  oiitMnHiheil  fnun  fini:rr*tip 
to  fin;:er*tifv  Again,  at  A«laiu  Yulan  aitd  Knn^rruali,  on  tlia 
wr«tem  fti^le  of  Jkulkit,  tlio  water*l«^ii|{  Mtmtunt  la  very 
ninch  nrart*r  tlie  aurface,  tlie  mdU  U*in);  «(iiljr  aUntt  40  feri 
tleep.  Knrtlimnofe,  in  tlie  •|<niig  at  any  rate,  water  cuntil  be 
<»liCAinod  ia  many  of  tlie  liollowa  Ify  di^crinj:  ilown  a  few  fed. 
In  fact,  dariai;  the  winter  and  tiwin;;  tlie  •onrtea  of  water* 
••|*|4y  ff^r  trarellera  in  thi«  €kut  are  very  rarieiL  Imoaimxtiva 
of  the  oocaatooal  wrlU  and  a)inti|3,  there  it  tlie  anuw,  which 
Uca  OS  tlie  ndfthem  ftltifca  <if  the  higlier  apira,  and  in  abaltend 
hollowa  long  after  ii  liaa  di«iii|MUt<«l  fium  the  mocv  axiwaeil 
|«arta  Hen  and  therv  tlie  niin*watcr  ooUccU  la  liidlowa 
wheft  the  groaad  diancet  to  W  ngl  of  the  imfona  aatare  abotw 
deacfUied.  Ia  maay  of  tlie  ralleya,  nmiimks  thai  an  dry  ia  the 
kttat  half  of  tlie  year  an  lilWd  after  rnia  by  amWrgnmad 
dnfaafi  from  the  aeighhonnng  dofwna.  I  naiaikail  thai  the 
haila  el  iheaa  mmiimks  wen  often  ceaipoaed  of  tee  gnvet,  awi 
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tlmt  after  the  ilood-water  ran  off*  much  reinainctl  collectctl  in 
pools.  Unfortunately  it  was  often  too  salt  to  bo  drinkable, 
liorses  niul  dogs  even  refusing  to  toncb  it.  Tlicrc  is  yet  one 
other  provision  of  nature  here  for  tbc  relief  of  thirst,  ami  tliot 
is  nn  uiiiltclliferous  plant  ailletl  in  Turkish  J^VAvoUrrrrrM,  and  in 
IVrsinu  Tama,  In  its  gcnenil  apiiearanco  it  closely  resembles 
nsnfanida,  witli  this  diHcrenco,  that  from  each  noile  on  tlic 
stem  ;^To\V8  a  ]ar<;c  circular  cui>-8ha})e«l  leaf  in  one  solid  piece 
AVlicn  rain  fitlLs  it  collects  in  this  cup,  antl  as  each  cup  shelten 
the  other  from  the  sun's  rays,  some  time  ela])ses  before  tlio 
Nvatcr  eva|K>mtcs.  Xor  is  this  the  only  use  of  this  pUint, 
which  i.s  now  s])rin;;ing  up  in  countless  myriads  all  over  tlie 
chili  The  camels  browse  on  the  youn;;  leaves,  and  the  tender 
si  loots  arc  cfH)ke<l  an<l  eaten  as  a  vej^etable  by  the  natives  of 
tlie  country.  The  roots  nre  in  the  autunni  du«{  up  and  stored 
as  winter-fodder  for  U*n.sUi.  Of  another  umlielliferous  ]»lant 
that  ^Tows  here  in  abundance,  iMith  the  root  and  stalk  are  used 
fur  human  ftuNl.  The  thick  coatin;:  of  stnmg  fibres  that  pro- 
tects the  rcKits  woidd  make  r(»]H;  and  mattin;;.  It  is  very  like 
cocoa-nut  iibre.  An  edible  bulltous  ])lant  also  ^iws  here. 
lint  to  return  to  the  Saruks.  Those  of  Yulatan  devote  tlieni- 
selves  almost  exclusively  to  a;:riculture,  the  area  of  cultivable 
land  U'in;^  ample  for  all,  and  the  facilities  for  irri}:ati«iu 
excellent.  Water  is  drawn  off  fur  Vidatan  at  Ikmd-i-Kaxakli, 
some  GO  miles  north  of  ranjdeh.  This  huntf  is  constnicted  of 
fascines  of  tamariskdK)u;^'hs  liouml  together  by  twistecl  reed- 
switches.  Tliese  are  lirst  staked  down  in  the  IjchI  of  the  river, 
and  then  earth  is  ]uled  l»etween  and  against  them.  It  is  built 
out  fruui  eith(T  hank,  and  the  o]kmi  interval  in  the  centre  of 
the  stream  is  bridged  over.  This  is  said  to  lie  the  only  place 
l>etween  Tanjileh  and  Yulatan  where  the  river  can  be  croeeod, 

tliero  l»eing  no  fonls. 

llcAA/iirWL 

The  Saruks  of  ranjdeh  arc  rather  a  pastoral  tlian  an  agri* 
cidtural  j»eople.  They  have  always  pai«l  taxes  to  the  Herat 
<  Government,  either  through  the  Ifnzara  or  Jamshidi  chief,  or 
tu  a  resident  Afghan  Naih.  They  also  furnished  an  out- 
post at  Aimakjar,  25  miles  north  of  Ak-taiia.     Tlicjr  own 
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Utpe  fltirk*,  anil  (;nu  tltein  on  Om  ekwl  Utlx  edit  MmI 
vcat  o(  iIm  Unr^lutli.  A  tiKk  nitiully  conuMa  of  fma  1200 
le  1500  dKWp,  simI  m  tended  \>y  two  men,  Ibe  ihviihcnl 
(fllw/Ma)  «n<l  Ilia  HaiManL  Tlw  fumwr  ia  |Miil  ainnt  Sj 
Ibikliara  ri/H«  (lU.  13.'>}  |«r  aDnam,  and  the  Ullet  (MjrM 
alM^ii-)  fRKii  aix  to  cifHit  fifna.  Ikaitlca  lliit  lltej  ^vt  clotbM 
■Mil  foul,  ami  the  fAm/mn  lua  a  ri;:ht  to  all  tlw  utaimeil  ami 
woawlnl  (hcvii,  whirli  in  a  ytw  amounl  lo  a  vrr;  largB 
■mnl«r ;  for  not  otilj-  do  lite  wnh-M  aary  them  off  dir  [ooal, 
bat  alao  delilvratrljr  attack  ntnl  vanUiilj  maim  larc*  nsu- 
l<n*.  CnoM^neailj'  e>'PTy  flock  ia  pcovided  with  at  loat 
three  or  four  rnweriiil  alM«iMlopi;  but  even  tlicf  can  oaljr 
IMitialtj  avert  the  allarka  n(  the  wnlvea.  whith,  thoajHi  lareljr 
at«n  }'T  at,  are  endentljr  ver^  iiatnrruoa,  their  tntcka  Mrs 
Inand  al)  ovrr  lite  cimnlT^.  TIk-t  vtrty  often  Ret  niti(;ht  in 
(he  train  trt  Ut  (••tea  (in  wIhmv  akina  iIm  Sarvka  do  a  grait 
traile.  tn|<|iin:;  iIh'iii  in  tlte  antnmn  and  earl/  winter,  and 
armlinj;  tlie  ■kin«  l»  Iktkliara).  and  arc  tlten  Itdlowcd  np  antl 
bIhi*.  or  >a«len  to  death  with  Xtrka.  In  winter  tlw  alwep  re> 
f|aire  liltlf  •«  no  water  (annw  ia  ;Ttwrallj  availalde).  an>)  are 
then  ;:rajv<l  arotiml  tlie  NimalMtr.  i4  which  luocv  anew.  Tlw 
lamhin;*  aeawiti  tt  in  Mareli,  ami  wlirn  lltai  ia  o\rr.  Ilw  Rock* 
atv  takm  mtrthwanl  Mlong  tlie  Mnp.dMb  to  Aiuiakjar  ami 
Siri  Yah.  In  tlw  Itot  wcallicr  tlwjr  nrver  tmiv  ver/  far 
fm«a  llie  ritrr  or  a  aet  of  wella,  aa  thrv  innM  t«  watemi 
nerjr  hvoimI  or  ihtid  daj.  Tlw  «alcrin{;-|JarM  ra  tha  Unr- 
gliab  are  leraaeil  fttr,  a  wtM^l  nanaltjr  uteaninn  fonl ;  Iml.  aa 
I  hare  aatd  aUn-e.  titer*  ara  )»lwved  to  l«  no  h4ib  nocth  of 
■"anjileli.  Tlw  Saraka  are  aaiil  to  a>|Mtrt  annaallj  al  laaat 
tj.000  ahe«|i  (o  Ibikliara  alona.  The/  alao  exprat  thett  r*4 
Hatakba  to  Uaahliad,  ami  pcobaUj  u>  HataL  Ahhoittli  tlw 
alwrp  in  winter  do  not  rwiaire  to  Iw  walarad.  the  wrila  al 
Kanm-Kajnai  and  Ak-rat«t  ai«  abaolaldjr  indiapenaal4a 
(or  tha  ilw|4wrda  Whm  the  Tekk«  wet*  at  SarakU,  at 
which  tiaw  tha  8anka  were  at  Uerr,  and  oaljr  a  aaydl  aettla- 
nwM  ol  Eraaria  at  PMijdeh,  the/  aM»o|wUaad  aeal  of  tha 
graiuif  emintry  in  novthara  lUdkia.  Hat  whaa  tha  dwagaa 
which  1  bar*  ncoantad  abor*  look  plaea  ia  IBU.  thto  paa- 
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turc-lan<l  passc<l  into  tlic  haiuls  of  the  Saruks.  £xp<voil 
ns  this  tract  was  to  the  Tekkc  raicU  —  iiidGcd  oiie  of  tlieir 
most  frequented  raiding -routes  into  Persia,  Ami  the  salt- 
road  from  Merv  to  the  western  salt-lake,  both  pass  throu^'h 
it — tlic  Saruks  have  Injen  soniewliat  chary  of  veutnring  to 
Gumbazli,  Sarakhs,  Kirish,  and  Kaiun-Kuyusi  witli  tlieir 
Hocks.  However,  if  they  have  grazed  on  it  hut  little,  tlie 
Tckkcs  of  ^Icrv  and  the  Salors  of  Sarakhs  have  never  at- 
tcm])ted  to  «^azc  on  it  at  all,  ami  have  not  the  sli«;litcst  claim 
to  it.  Only  in  the  event  of  I'anjdeh  being  ceded  to  llu.5sia 
could  tliat  Tower  claim  any  )K»rtion  of  Ikidkis  lying  south  of 
a  line  drawn  from  Xauruzalmd  on  the  Hari  Rud  to  Sari  Yazi 
on  tlic  Mur<;hab.  North  of  this  line  the  uninhabited  and 
seemingly  uiiinhahitahle  desert  forms  a  natural  bouiidar}', 
just  as  it  docs  cast  of  the  ^lurghah  north  of  a  line  drawn 
from  Sari  Yazi  alon^  the  iNtnler  of  the  chul  to  Khwaja  Sabr. 
The  surveys  and  invest ijjat ions  of  ^Ir  Merk  and  Captain  Pca- 
cockc  east,  and  of  Cnptains  Maitland  ami  Yate  west  of  the 
Mur^'hab,  have  funiislic<l  a  mas-s  of  weighty  and  conclusive 
evi<lencc,  showing:;  clearly  enough  that  the  frontier,  as  under- 
stood to  have  been  dcliiic<l  by  the  agreement  of  1872,  rejire- 
sents  approximately  the  northern  frontier  of  Afglianistaii. 
That  llussia  has  no  sound  evidence  to  adduce  on  her  side, 
may  be  fairly  concluded  fnmi  the  attempt  that  she  has  lately 
made  to  seize  )>y  force  what  she  could  not  gain  by  argument. 
We  may  take  the  ]>ositions  of  the  Kussian  out|x>sts  at  Zultikar, 
Ak-r.il)at,  and  Kizil-tapa  as  demarcating  approximately  the 
limits  of  Russia's  claims.  As  shown  above,  the  possession  of 
the  greater  part  of  Hadkis  goes  ahmg  with  the  iMMsession  of 
ranjdeh.  The  Hari  Kud  is  fordable  just  opposite  tlieZulfikar 
Pass,  and  a  straight  road  (leaving  the  pass  to  the  left  or  east) 
leads  thence  southward  to  the  Nihalsheni  Pass  and  Kulisaii. 
This  latter  is  an  infinitely  easier  route  than  that  over  tlie  Stoi 
Pass,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Hari  Kud.  It  is  difficult  to  con- 
ceive by  what  error  or  oversight  Afghan  outposts  were  not 
placed  months  ago  all  along  the  frontier  claime<l  by  the  Amir. 
Colonel  Stewart,  I  hear,  warned  the  Afghan  Oovemmeut  fully 
a  year  ago  to  do  this.     The  Amir,  however,  or  the  Governor 
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M  Went,  iKclcctp*!  10  Mlow  hi*  advice.  AVhatever  th« 
Bc^tcct  ol  Ilia  A[;i)un«.  it  would  at  leut  Imvs  beva  rappnMd 
lliat  tiM  Itriliah  Cflntmiwioii  would,  wltca  ou  unt-al  ben  it 
hnuA  Pul-i-Klulun  occupied  bj  llnwian  troo|ia.  hkve  at  onc« 
MUrd  AffcJun  ]raati  to  be  pLiiitvil  ne«r  Um  GarUMib  and  Vm- 
kunnnr  I'm***  op|M«ite  l*ul>i>Kli«tun,  at  A<Um  Vnlan  and 
Kaian-KujuM,  atui  near  the  Zulfikar  HaM.  Il  i*  tnw  that, 
Jwl};ins  Iff  tiM  action  of  tlra  Ituwiana  on  tlM  UurKhali,  evcB 
the  |«Gaet»r«  ot  theae  pnata  wuuUI  not  h»\t  checkol  tlmr 
ailmirp.  Still  it  in  juat  aa  wi-ll  llint  iIm  mh*  o(  aggmaioa 
aluMiM  txiA  Willi  tlirni.  aa  imlrei)  it  liaa. 

The  ivUtiona  lirlwcvn  llio  >^n)ka  nt  I'anjileti  aiHl  thoae 
of  YuIaUii  have  alwaya  liciti  nf  lite  cKncat  <lciKn|itioa.  In- 
dfvl.  Ii»w  could  il  lie  iitlNTwi<o  t  Of  ruurx?  lltrj*  inti-r- 
Mamcil,  anit  altiniirt  cvrry  (nmily  at  (Im  <«a  i>lac«  IumI  imr 
rrUti'iiii  at  tite  otltcr.  Hh»>'  of  Vulalan  luve  uatutaU/  Ihwii 
jMUrli  ri|aMfil  lo  iltr  niiU  ami  attarka  of  tlic  Tckkca,  twtwcca 
wIhku  ami  tlw  Saniki  mt  l<>ve  ia  km.  The  only  |inwl  am 
which  lliTT  ajtprar  In  liavc  tacitly  a;nveil  waa.  tliat  the  partiei 
•rat  annually  Uy  (■•ih  to  tite  Niiuakaar  (<«  mU  ahttukl  Vrvp 
rlrar  of  carh  "tlier.  ami  an  avmil  llie  rhanre  of  a  braL  N«t- 
«ith*tamlin^  hawrter,  iWir  li'wtility  to  the  Trkkre  and  iheir 
inttnatc  BMnrialion*  with  I'anjileli.  Um  Vulataaia  ftnnil  theui* 
•rhr*  olili;:iil  to  Irmirr  tlmr  oul-miwinn  to  Ilnaata  wltra  Uerv 
wa*  anne\c>L  Vapw  and  nnrvlinlile  a*  have  hilhertn  bcm 
all  cMF  map*  of  lhi«  cnuntry,  il  ia  rl««r  llwt  YuUtan  n  MarcT 
l<>  itrrt  tiimm  I'an>leh.  It  can  luuilly  1«  kM  tluu  W>  Mika 
wieth  U  llw  Utitrf  |>Uce.  Tliia  (art  autticiratly  ciplaiM  whj 
the  Vnblania  fiiund  tlieoMelvca  ramiivlkO  t»  attach  thai* 
ael«-r«  Ia  lUtaia,  wluh;  tIte  l^ii>Wliia  w<u;:lit  b>  avert  that  fau 
I7  auliriiiai;  the  itrMcvitMi  of  the  Aniir.  TIm  Ctorernor  «l 
U«rv  MDuiMiiMl  Mrak  Khan  Itainch  to  the  chiefaUp  ot 
Yslalaa  after  iu  anncutkn.  The  abort  winatka  will  tz* 
|4ain  aufceiaatly  why  tha  Itwaotana  placed  u  o«ipoM  (4 
TwLrtanta  ai  Kuit  -  Up*.  Had  the  AtjthuM  atiackad  Umt 
th*f«,  tJwir  I^njdeh  l««hmi  wo«kl  in  all  praUbilitjr  haw 
(Mm  •(^iaiC  the  Afi^Moa 

TW«  ii  M  do«b(  that  tha  Sanka  ofua  toak  adnab^  «l 
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the  intestine  troubles  of  Aff^bnnistnii  to  iiitri<nic  with  the 
Court  of  lV)khnra.  Ihit  thou«;h  they  sent  deputations  to  tlie 
Amir,  and  accepted  titles  and  Ihiiluii  from  him,  they  ne^-er 
paid  him  taxes,  as  they  did  to  the  Af«;hnn  Governmcut.  In 
fact  they  had  doubtless  no  otlier  object  but  to  get  out  of  liiui 
wliat  they  couUl  by  nn  affectation  of  friendliness  that  they  cer- 
tainly did  not  feel,  and  professions  of  attachment  that  they 
were  ready  to  forswear  at  a  moment's  notice  In  1868  tlicy 
sent  a  contingent  to  assist  the  Amir  of  Dokliaro  a^inst  tlie 
liussians.  Never,  however,  was  Afghanistan  more  deeply 
involved  in  internal  warfare  and  troubles  than  in  this  year. 
Had  tliere  tlien  Wn  a  stable  Government  at  Herat,  the 
Saruks  would  not  have  l)cen  allowetl  to  have  any  dealing*) 
witli  liokhara. 

I  purpose  to  give  a  short  account  of  the  Salors,  one  of  tlic 
Turkoman  trilH.vs  now  under  Russian  rule,  and  residing;  around 
OKI  Sarakhs.  In  18^4,  Abbas  Mirza,  exasperated  by  their 
lH.'rsistent  raids  and  outrages  on  Persian  subjects,  fell  u)«nn 
them  and  carried  tliem  otV  rn  wassc — men,  wonica,  and  chil- 
dren— to  Masldiad.  There  he  otlcreil  them  for  sale.  A  branch 
of  the  Salors  at  Yulatan  and  Panjdeh  sent  over  deputies  and 
lM>u;,'ht  their  lil»crty  at  ten  tomans  (lis.  40)  jHsr  head.  In 
ISGO  tliis  tribe  was  settled  at  Yulatan.  When  the  Persians 
in  that  year  maclo  their  disastrous  attem|>t  to  suInIuo  tlie 
Tekkes  of  Merv,  tliey  <letached  a  force  against  the  Salors  of 
Yulatan.  Tlie  latter  Hed,  with  their  families,  houseliold  ppoods, 
and  flocks,  to  Marucliak.  The  Sarnks,  wliom  the  Tekkes  Imd 
e\i>elled  from  Merv  al>out  1855,  had  settled  at  Pai^jdclu 
They  refrained  from  molesting,  if  tliey  did  not  alieolutcly 
hefriend,  the  Salors.  Hut  the  Sidors,  who,  for  thieving  and 
every  other  kind  of  villany,  are  /acile  prificrja  amon^;  tlio 
Turkomans,  repaid  them  by  stealing  their  slicep;  and  a  few 
years  later,  fearing  reprisals,  went  off  towards  Mainieim,  ami 
settled  at  Sar-i-chashma-i-Cliichakli,  a  few  miles  cast  of  Cha* 
bar  Shamba.  Thence  they  conunenced  miding  in  eaniest  on 
the  Saruks,  and  in  1870  or  1871  came  down  on  Maruciiak 
and  swept  off  all  the  Hocks  l>elonging  to  the  Herxegi  section 
of  tliat  tril)e.    The  Herzegis,  however,  made  a  vigorous  pnr- 
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•nit.  orrnciok  iimI  aturk«l  Uten,  killed  n»n]r,  antl  retnrneil 
tniiui|i)Mnt  to  ilarocliak  with  tlivir  rcni|itiire(l  llocka  kihI  a 
BKialcr  of  cii|Auml  Sali>ra,  After  tliii  niia*tm|tl'^>  ^^  Utlrr 
diviilnl  into  two  KCtion*,  one  <>C  wliicli,  numlmin^  anme  2000 
Umili««.  veiit  atHl  MHilctI  at  I>aiit>ul*Ml  ami  KaUh'i-IUtU 
kkaL  TIm  mbvr,  nmurtine  "f  aliout  3000  families.  iMving  Ant 
Ma*le  a  raid  on  ami  m|«aml  niany  of  the  Aork«  ami  Itetib 
Wlntt^ni:  to  tlte  |>c<ii>le  nt  Uainwua,  cmaaeil  Ute  3iur];hab  to 
Kara-ta|ia  «n  the  Khiitlik.  Tliii  lM|>|iciwd  aUmt  elemm  Jtmn 
a;.-n.  \VhJI«  M.-ttk:il  at  K«Ta-U|M,  tlirj-  wen  cnntinnallr  cm- 
l«»«feil  with  tite  Sanika  of  I'aiijiWh,  wim  linallj-  fotrvil  tlmn 
la  uiijad!  to  Ziilinliail  on  the  left  Unk  of  tIte  Ifari  Itwl  in 
IVnian  temior}-,  U-wrrn  Zitllikar  ami  l^il'i-KlMlnn.  Laat 
jr*t  tlM*jr  inii;rml«>l  ■<■  OUI  ■'^raklia,  wliera  a  |ionii«  of  tlmr 
Inla-  hail  almMlj'  artlleil ;  ami  titer  ara  all  now  Ittuaian  anb^ 
jtrt*.  Pieir  A'icki  i^nto  m  far  armlh  aa  l*nl-i>Klua«n,  ami 
auath-eaMwaH  to  Khnm-^isaT.  Thrr  aUi  nceuintMlly  amm 
■Inwn  to  Apir-rha^ltiiia  to  piilier  pi«tncliiaa.  Tlie  tlurc  ■««- 
tmia  iif  llie  Salon  ara  nauie<l  Valatrach,  (ikhara,  ami  Kara- 
wan.  TlH-y  Itavv  an  evil  rt^mlalion  cveii  amrwi;:  Turkoauna. 
■ml  an  Mitl  t»  Im  Krnerallr  ItatciL  So  it  wnuM  aeem  th« 
■•■•ManB  tiate  ntaile  ntlier  an  aeriHiMtion.  Twelve  f««m 
a;:",  ilnnn;:  the  RKal  I'mtan  faiuinv.  lite  Tekkea  eame  >\emn 
amlnrriril  tlieia  alllalmut  ^WOO  (aMiilie*>oirto  Merv,  liecaaae 
ihejr  MMiteil  the  IVnuana  in  reiwUiu;;  Trkke  raiib.  Thtv* 
T(«ra  api.  when  llie  alim|i>w  ol  lIuMiaii  anncMtiiMi  waa  over- 
lMn;nng  Uerr,  llie  Silora  wen  |<emilt«t  la  retvni  to  l*tr*M, 
■Ml  ara  mm  UMHtlf  ae«tlf>l  at  Okl  SanklaL 

tMMmrrt 

Enr  aim?*  we  arritnl  here,  nmunra  at  iliaaJlerlMi  anK«g 
iha  Tirkomua  ami  t'il«k*  eathnlM  bjr  Rmbm  Imv«  Um 
rilr.  aad  o(  laU  Umw  f«nwHin  ft|>pear  lo  ban  taken  m 
UMpli4a  ahapa  On  inm>ml  thna  ripe  for  iha  mwI  oI  r*l«l- 
Itga  it  emiy  maaiM  In  aet  at  work  the  rrralntiroary  plunuli 
aad  kamw.  The  Tekkao  aod  Salon  caanot  kava  laaraml 
U  k.««  Uw  UmootiU  ir  a  jmr.  IwImiI  it  iom  aot  appear 
that  llw  Uttar  laja  hiiawlf  eat  U  Isd  tavoar  W  ikair 
ri|h4.    It  ia  trat  that  hat  a  neuk  aga  H  waa  aatktpaiad  tfa 
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Pnniks  nii;;ht  rise  in  revnll  any  ilny  ngtiiiiRt  tTipJr 
riili'rs.  They  nrc  now  saiil  to  Iw  quiet  nnil  coutcnlci]. 
lintrcd  (iir  tlie  Tckkcs  is  known.  Tliey  coiitcstol  wit 
Ilic  iiosscssioii  of  Mcrv  for  seven  ycnra,  niid  were  ult 
wiirstcil.  They  cannot  wish  to  live  nndcr  tlie  sninc  n 
ihcm.  Nnr  cnn  the  rupiitntion  tlint  tlic  liiissinns  linvu 
for  thcniKclvcfl  in  Ccntml  Aain  l>e  nn  inilnccineiit  tn  at 
seek  their  protection.  Kvcn  tlie  vcr)'  nets  of  liinnnn 
]:ii!<sia  hns  dune  nmon^;  tliu  UilK-ks  nml  Turkomans  Im 
iiicrcnsed  lier  unimiinkrity.  She  tins  stoppctl  miili 
nUilisheil  slavery,  thercliy  Mhhiii^  tlic  Turknnuiii  of  n  w 
weakli,  iinil  tlie  U/.liok  of  nil  ni'l  to  doiiicstic  couifoit 
\ife.  Xi>  wniiiler  tht-y  ni'c  Itith  ni>c  (or  rcvniulion. 
liie  J[iis<wite  if  he  Misiain  defeat  hefnrc  Hcmt: 
have  lieeii  wiili  retcreiice  to  this  cventiinlity  (proniol 
W'lliiiii  in  TiirkiHtan)  thnt  l»rd  Haniii^^'toii  snid  dnr 
Kaii'lahnr  de)>.ite  in  18S1  :  "  liu^sia  knows  tlint  we  lio 
■ielvus  jiiHtilied  in  resisting'  )iur  interference  in  Af;;luinii 
niiy  nieniH  in  niir  jMiwer — hy  any  nieiins  that  iimy  li 
cniivcnieiit  and  nu'st  F^iiilalile  :it  the  time.  It  is  luit 
snrj-  In  say  hefnrehand  whether  tli'wc  iiieana  would  bo 
Kuropc  or  Asia — war  hy  onr  own  troojis,  or  war  hy  . 
levies."  We  imw  know  that  wo  have  another  WL>n|Hiii 
oniiiiand,  and  tiiat  is  the  seiliti'ai.s  Hpirit  prcxnlciit  ll 
nut  the  Ihiwinn  possess  ion  a  in  Central  A^in.  It  wo 
ea-sy  eiioii;;h  ti)  utilise  siieh  an  nrui ;  imr  need  we  scr 
do  so  after  ]fiiKsin'<;  re]>enled  intri^tiiii^'  in  Af-fliniiiatiti 
have  every  reasion  to  .tiipjtone  that  lluivtinii  agents  nrc  I 
India  ;  nod  we  have  evidence  to  show  tlinl  they  would 
will)  tlie  Indian  escort  and  fnllowent  of  the  Coiiinnt 
llicy  could.  A  native  oMiecr  who  recently  went  to  M 
was  aecoHleii  hy  a  Tersian,  wlio,  in  course  of  con\-ci 
K';.'an  to  coiniiare  ]Ius.«ian  with  Itritisli  rule,  very  lu 
the  niKant.if^;  of  the  foniier.  "  I'niler  the  one,"  lie  nit 
can  iinly  l)ccoiiie  a  SuKidar,  niidrr  the  other  you  .nay 
l>e  an  Alikiianolf." '     Die  native  oDiccr  told  hiin  blunt 
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he  vnukl  rnthpr  !«  a  i>liin  wp"!  vwlur  Qnem  Victnm  tlutn 
t  i:n>mil  iiiiilfr  tlic  C'Kir.  In  tin  pnjiit  wm  (iciwral  KkolMilcir 
man  f.jnvi'twAy  tttf^jp-nlm  than  wIk-ii  Im  wmto :  '  If  we 
InvMlnl  Imtia,  ]>n>nii*ini;  (n  lilvnito  ttuit  emintijr  fran  the 
Kniiltah  yi^c,  w<>iilil  wc  not  liaw  niilliiiiiii  nf  IiMlian*  on  nar 
wlrf  Fintljr,  Um-  Imliaix  know  well  thai  a  ItntaUn  in- 
n«inn  mcnit*  an  ailmi]4  tn  m)«(itate  tlie  rulo  of  tlw  Cnr 
(nr  that  i4  iIk  )>m>rnt  Kipjnrw— ami  in  tliat  llipjr  wo  no 
ptin ;  ivmtitll}-,  it  ii  ikiUIiIp  tliat.  in  tliia  tltc  hnnr  u(  anceeM 
al  tlie  Maloli  ami  ot  a  immiIiIo  Ilnaiian  invaaina,  ttio  aifnu  nf 
Inyaltf  aiiHMi^t  t'x^  natJX'o  jirincpa  awl  pcopk  are  R<)i<u1il(«L 

In  tltp  |<rr<^rnt  cHm*  iIm  I^BT»ian■  aftjienr  tn  dlrntifjr  thnr 
inlrn^a  with  (Ihmc  '•(  KaMM.     The  ilunliiw  nf  Itwoian  <lnnf 
inathm   ••vrritan::*   llwit   vrry  <lnnr,  while  tiM  evvleiKva  of 
|tritt*h  pnwcr  arr  more  n-ntntr  ami  imliatJnct.    No  wmnlrr 
lltal  Hit  IVnian  oflicinl*  wm  take  no  |iaint  In  cnocoil  iWr 
|:uw<|i)iili*ni.  ami  tliat  An^Vtrthitivn  ia  at  a  tliamnnt    Wo 
liatv  Mfii  m-m  lltan  rme  inatance  of  thi*  hem  of  lain.     It  ia 
m«f  to  •i.'p  ItiiBiiii'*  ImihI  in  Ilii«.     Ma<lilw>l  la  caailjr  wiihin 
thr  ■|4N-rv  (>r  intlncnce  fniin  A'likaliMl  ami  OhI  8arakli% 
Jltm   ia   a    lluaainn   acnit  ihere.  !*•<   to   menttnn   RaAbra 
lladiim  Klian  ami  Tnhir  Kluin,  ami  i*h*r  iiiflnralial  Afghan 
atUK-rrnt*  »(  KM>Ur  U<ihaiui»(il  Aynli  Klian.    Tluit  lime  lat- 
ter are  iniH^.'nins  at  thi*  mmneni  ia  a  ncml  mtaintjr.    Knr 
tliia  ira>m.  ami  for  walchiii;:  )tii«win  niurementa  in  tnna- 
t'aii|itana,  a*  wiHl  a*  tor  inotr  (arilitj  of  tcleKraiilitc  conmn* 
niratinn,  niajr   Mr  I'nmlie    Sirt4ien'a  invaenM  then  have 
hm  tiertuni  necftawty. 
t        Allbraitrh  It  eanmit  Iw  iliml4Ml  that  Knaaian  inllneaen  h 
■hMNinant  in  I'tnim.  it  wnukl  l«  wtnng  to  anfpoar  that  Uien 
I  ia  so  Anf:lo|>hik)  iwitjr.    On  the  CMitfarr,  the  Khnli'a  edlm 
I  wnm.  ZiU-oa-Halun.  la  the  acknowMKOd  livaj  ef  it.  awl  aMnoff 
i  both  aiiwt  ami  lower  clajnea  manjr  kre  llw  welhwiahera  of 
I  EnclantL     It  ia  bnt  natatnl  tiMt  Ituaaian  (InninatMa,  wliieh 
*  M  ii  plain  icTOt  iMilljing,  ahonkl  be  eonUally  tbicateJ  bjr  a 
yfnaiian  ao  beiMmni;  orcr  with  hjpOTboliad  aeU-a|i|«wMaiaa 
Vaad  ■  am  of  hjUid  patriotieM  aa  the  Patwu.    IWpniid  aim 
ji^  if  Ihqr  vw  a  loophole  foe  eeoepo  llmj  wo«U  lake  m1vm»- 
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tajrc  of  it  promptly.  To  ntttMiipt  to  fitrctcll  the  future  move- 
)uent8  of  tlio  ConnuiAAifm  now  wouM  Iw  futile.  Kvorytliin;; 
is  nt  n  Htnndstill,  iK*nfliu<;  the  conclunioii  of  the  ne^itiiitiouii 
now  Wmn  ciirried  on  lietweon  Tiiniflon  nml  St  IVtenlnir;;.  It 
is,  however,  goncnilly  lielieveil  that  l»y  the  time  the  knotty 
])oint8  under  tliscu.sRicm  nrc  deciileil,  the  wc»ather  will  lie  too 
wnnn  to  ndniit  of  no  delicately  constituted  a  nmn  an  (leneml 
Zolcnoy  cx)K)8in^  himself  to  the  risk  of  sunstroke  or  lii*nt- 
n]K>plexy.  So  the  work  of  the  (VnnmiKsion  will  lie  ndi*pittHl 
to  the  Autumn.  Whnt  shall  we  do,  nnd  where  shall  we  go  ? 
Shall  we  stay  here  or  sIiaII  we  return  to  IndiA?  Nf>  oua 
knows.  The  oiriccrs  of  the  Survey  And  InteUi^^enco  de|inrt- 
mentfi  are  as  husy  as  ever — those*,  at  least,  who  arc  not  enga;^Hl 
in  drawin;^'  up  a  plan  for  the  defence  of  l(erat%  Hut  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  most  of  the  surveys  ami  investigations  that 
hear  on  the  (question  of  the  si>ttlenu*nt  of  the  Kusso-Afghan 
frontier  have  K'en  cnm))1ete<l.^  If  the  Russians  are  c<iually 
ready  with  theirs,  it  would  apiM»ar  unnecessary  for  the  (*oni- 
mission  to  stay  here  longer.  "With  the  niajw  ami  the  eviilence 
pro  and  can  In^fore  them,  the  two  (*ahinets  shouhl  U*  able  to 
lix  the  fn»ntier.  The  survey  o|H*ration8  now  licing  CArried  on 
on  either  liank  of  the  llari  liUtl  will  lie  of  assistance  in  mottling 
the  Terso-Afglmn  fnmtier,  which  assuretlly  should  lie  settled 
K^forc  we  return  to  In<lia.  It  will  certainly  lie  a  ga>At  ad- 
vantage  to  the  ]niblic  to  have  giMHl  maps  of  this  n*gion.  At 
present  it  is  very  evident  that  the  vaguest  notions  of  its 
geography  exist.  Indeed,  how  could  it  lie  othenvise,  when 
the  current  maps  are  faulty  and  unreliahle  ?  The  whcrealiouts 
of  Sari  Vazi,  INil-i-khishti,  Ak-raliat,  and  the  Zulfikar  Vtum — 
names  that  have  of  late  attracted  some  attention — is  evidently 
an  enigma.  The  first  named  is  a  point  on  the  Murghah,  some 
30  miles  noiih  of  Panjdeh,  where  five  or  six  weeks  ago  was 


'  When  Uio  Uuwiian  Ctifntiiiiwion  cUd  at  liuit  arrirean«1  work 
in  Novcuil)er  1  SvS5,  itn  to|MigrAplnc*l  nun'ey  wm  bu  •trmigly  rtfirMeniad  thai 
it  cfmltl  put  ncTen  iic|>ar»to  pMiiea  in  the  fioUl  at  oaoe.  It  wm  thtn  tliai 
the  Uritish  Hunrey  otHoert  roalbed  how  fortunait  it  was  that  Umj  had  bmW 
((ootl  u^  of  the  previouii  time  at  thair  difi|ioaaL  Had  buth  9urf9f  atariad 
even,  the  Ruattan,  owing  to  Dumcrical  auitarioritj,  nvat  hava  «ilalri|i|«d 
tha  British. 
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■UUncml  All  Af);liAU  uuliHMt.  Alioul  llie  18th  of  ImI  month 
tlM  ItuMMiiui  came  down,  ami  eitlicr  iimrchcil  nmiKl  or  drove 
im  the  Af|:h«ii  outpottt  at  Sari  Yaxi  nml  rru»h  IkMtian,  18 
miles  north  ol  I'aiijiieh,  ami  occupicil  KiiiNtiipa.  an  eiiiiiieiicc 
otte  mile  and  a  lialf  north  of  lNil-i-khi«hti,  which  ia  a  hritl|{e 
over  the  Khntlik  river  just  mImivc  iu  junction  with  the  Mur* 
ghab-^tjL,  about  six  mile*  north  or  iiorth*wc9t  of  Taigdeh, 
and  only  two  or  three  mile*  fmm  Ak-ta)ia,  the  |MMiiifm  held 
bgr  ihe  Af;:lian  (^arrinoii.  Since  then  thiM  );arriauii  ha*  been 
Mftiogly  n*inforcc<l  hjr  tnM>|«  fniui  llerat  SimultanctNuljr 
with  tlie  HuMian  ailvancc  on  tJie  Murj^liah,  a  Hutiiian  out|M«t 
wa«  poalietl  forward  to  tlie  Ziilfikar  iHun  on  tJie  ri;;hi  <ir 
Af;:ban  lamk  of  tlie  tfari  Uufl,  about  35  miles  south  of  iHil-i- 
Khatnn.  A  small  (loai  was  also  sent  t«)  Ak-rmlnt,  some  115 
miles  west  lij  souUi  of  Znlfikar.and  23  miles  north  of  CtQlran. 
Gnlran  in  not  on  tlie  Khushk  river,  lait  about  50  miles  dne 
Wert  fif  the  t«iwn  of  Khiishk.aiul  .10  miles  east  of  Tonuin  Aka 
nm  tlie  Hah  Itml.  ami  north  of  tlie  l'aro|Miinisus.  It  is  a  liroad 
fdain  co^^erod  with  tlie  ruins  ami  traces  of  ancient  lialiitations. 
lUms^hljT  Bpf«king.  tliese  movements  were  all  carried  out  lie* 
twveti  Uie  8tii  ami  20th  of  Kel>ruary.  Since  tlien  Uie  Russians 
have  neitiirr  ailvancctl  mir  rvtrvalctl.  In  tlie  face  of  tln^e 
tleiermtncil  act4  of  a;8:rvaisiuii.  (General  Lumsden.  wlio  had  at 
irsC  adviacil  tlie  Af;;liaiiii  to  avoiil  iMMtilities,  was  oUi^l  to 
omnsrl  them  to  mwt  any  furtlicr  attempt  to  atlvmioe  hjT 
armil  force.  The  husniau  {Mists  were  only  oumpfwed  of  a  few 
TnrknswMi  lionemen  anucti  witli  tlie  Itenlan  hHe  Af;*han 
esrtpnsls.  Krmtlj  cmtnnmbehnj;  tliem,  wero  set  duwn  face  to 
fate  with  them. 

I  }mvm  already  told  yon  how  tlie  Af;:ltan  cnmmandi^  at 
Zttlikar  aoored  olT  the  Uuaaian.  The  weakness  ol  tha  Af;{{Haa 
ilpuHi  oiaisists  in  their  want  of  system  and  diaciplinei  They 
mm  SMfuwaad  to  he  retievnl  erery  ten  days,  and  are  accottl- 
ingiy  pfwriamed  only  lor  that  time.  If  tha  relief  cornea  lata, 
aa  it  fSMwally  doas.  tha  ohl  onlpost  qoietly  marches  off  home 
whaa  timir  food  ia  aihansted.  Tha  antirs  fault  bos  with  tha 
A%haft  sgmi  who  permit  snch  laiity  and  nn|Niiicinality. 
Illhs^  tha  British  Goramment  demandad  a  foftaighl  t^ 
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the  witlulmwal  of  the  KiiA»iAii  posts,  tlierc  is  no  sign  of  their 
moving.  Indeed  one  of  the  latest  of  Mr  Gladstone's  stntc- 
mcnts  in  the  House  would  imply  tliat  tliey  will  renmin 
stntiounry  until  Knglnnd  nnd  Russia  have  come  to  wmie 
decision  or  ngreenient.  Mr  Gladstone  stated  tliat  there  would 
]»e  no  further  advances  on  cither  9uU.  lYesuniably  he  meant 
there  would  be  no  further  advances  from  the  Russian  side. 
The  Afghans  have  certainly  m>t  ad^nnccd.  It  is  irritating  to 
watcli  the  manner  in  which  the  Govennuent  liave  avoided 
giving  either  the  House  or  the  nation  any  reliable  information 
alM)ut  events  Iierc.  It  is  really  astonishing  how  calmly  Min- 
isters can  sit  in  their  chairs  at  home  while  tliey  sacrifice 
brave  men's  lives  all  over  the  world.  As  for  Uie  inadmissible 
pretensions  of  the  Amir,  the  Russian  Government  know  full 
well  that  they  are  based  on  the  grounds  tliat  Radkis  and 
ranjdch,  ^laimena  and  Andkhui,  have  acknowledged  the  rule 
of  tlic  Amirs  of  Afghanistan  since  the  days  of  Ahmed  Shah 
Abdali.  l^adkis  may  have  l)ecn  abandoned,  but  no  one  else 
has  dnrcd  to  occu])y  it.  Ersaris,  Salors,  and  »Saruks  may  have 
settled  in  turn  at  Pnnjdch,  but  all  alike  paid  tribute  to  Afglmn- 
istnn.  The  khanates  of  Afghan  Turkistan  liave  for  brief 
|)eriods,  when  Afghanistan  was  torn  with  internal  war  ami 
sedition,  thrown  off  the  Afghan  yoke ;  but  no  sooner  was  an 
Amir  seated  firmly  on  the  throne  of  Kabul  than  they  retunicil 
to  their  old  allegiance.  These  are  the  Afghan  grounds  of 
rightful  claim.  Now  let  us  glance  at  the  Russian  pretensions, 
whicli  are — (1)  the  Uzbeks  of  the  khanates  and  the  Turkomans 
of  Panjdeh  have  now  and  again  cotpietted  with  Uio  Ikikhara 
ix)tcntnte  (indeed  the  Saruks  of  Panjdeh  sent  a  contingent  in 
1868  to  help  Iiim  to  repulse  the  Muscovite  invader);  and  (2), 
that  most  Uzbeks  and  Turkomans  are  Russian  subjects,  and 
therefore  all  ought  to  lie.  Tliis  is  what  the  Rtissiana  call  tlie 
"  ethnographical  claim." 

The  following  extract  from  a  letter  from  Panjdeh  well  il« 
histmtes  t)ic  means  by  which  the  turbulent  Sanik  has  been 
kept  quiet  and  in  good-)iumour :  "  I  went  to  see  tlie  Afglian 
generals  yesterday.  Tliey  were  very  civil,  but  I  have  not 
yet  inspected  their  position.    We  gave  tlie  Sanik  headuien  a 
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fSnmi  cliniMT  laM  iii}:)it.  at  wliirli  I  prc^ulfti,  eniin;;  out  nf  tlie 
Muiie  chilli  with  tlio  iimftt  lM>ly  Klinlifn^.  Miillnx.  nml  KnzU  in 
the  pUce.     Wlion  we  n*tiinicil  fn»iii  the  Af;;linn  miiip  wo 
fnami  iliat.   in   tliie   pUcc  of   the   50   pie^ta   invited,   N»nie 
100  to  l.*fO  wen;  all  aitlin;*  e\|ii*iiiiiit.     Karh   trilic   filled  a 
kkiry^k  (tihiikn),     Tlie  Siikhtifi  were  in  one.  the  lfnrz«^A  in 
aiif4liiT.  tlie  llairmrh  nml  Ale^lmh«  ftlh*«l  a  lliini,  an<l  the  Klior- 
atAnlift  tlie  ffMirth.     We  hntl  n«it  ilidieft  fnr  wi  ninny,  mi  tlH*y 
all  dineil  one  after  the  oiIht.     f  went  in  to  thiiiier  with  tlie 
S«kklM  finity   and    nt    my   *  lliMuilhdr  all  fell  U\     Mutton 
fftimm  and  hc^e-aiid-niilk  %wix'U  uerv  the  only  courne^.     Hie 
Nikhti*  \tnn^  the  iiH>rv  rthiK<i1.  ate  thf*ni  one  after  the  «ifher; 
li«t  ilic  riee  ami  milk  lieiii;*  wry  thin,  they  could  ouly  dip 
their   lin;:m   in   and    Mirk    tlieni.      Othem    lf*^«   fmrtirular 
MUieal  tlie  tweets  with  tho  ;«i/f  h.  mid  m»  nto  nil  the  f|uif*kc*r. 
Snme  ti«>k  a  nntuthful  of  rn<  h.  turn  and  turn  nUiut.     Aa  fMM»ii 
a«  all  wenp  Mli>»ttt^l.  tlie  di^lu*^  wire  n*nio\r<|  mid  Hlleil  npiin 
foe  the  nr\i  h4.     Tt*n  wn*  tlN*n  hnni^'ht  in.  nt  which  I   left 
the  Stikhtiii,  ami  went  ami  nte  a  mtoimI  tlinner  with  the  If.ir- 
jp;:ia ;  ajnl  to  ofi  nil  thrvMi^'h  the  four  |<inii*A.     Tlio  rtiily  thin;; 
I  l<ir;:aiiieil  fttr  waa  a  napkin  nml  n  %|*(H»n.    At  tlie  end  of  iIm* 
limal  tlw  licAil  Mulla  or  Khalifa  mllnl  for  a  l»h*Miin^  fn*iu  on 
lu;:h  on  all  fimmt.  ami  then  aiiof  Iht  Meaain;;  for  iiie.  in  tlie 
alleriin^  manner — auch  a  atn»kin*^  of  lieanU!    The  «lin* 
waa  followed  Ity  ntti«ir.  ilunn;;  which  we  were  all  |»re«eiit ; 
tliiiw;:h  tlie  othrrm  ImmI  m4  felt  er|aal  to  ^wnUowiii^  fcMir  %iie* 
cWMive  MeaU  with  l«ft*ly  a  ten-niiuule^'  interval,  iiucli  na  14 
Mivambly  allownl  at  all   puldic   {lerfoniianeet  of  a  trying 
•atttre.     thi  ike  Xanrni  (New  Year's  Ikiy  c»f  tlie  M«>luinimnl- 
MM.  and  eapcrtally  a  rermian  fenlival.  falU  annually  on  the 
rifB*l  ecinuioi).  the  3l»t  inaUnt,  we  liave  a  rare-nic«tin$:  fur 
•n  %hm  Hnmka.  which  wdl  1«  rmtlier  fun.     lie  IjieMoea  Iiotm 
ii  Ml  hmid  irminini: ;  hiai  aa  hia  Ute  owner  doea  nochai^:  but 
wttik  iMBi  abowl  fn«n  nKimtn;;  to  ni;;hU  1  am  ikmU/nl  of  tlie 
ol  kaa  ao-<mlkil  Umintni^     Owen  ia  doinj*  Krand  work 
Om  day  lia  ia  away  among  Ute  H*mk«,  and  anoiltrr 
4af  m  Ak^ayn.  (ftoctorii^  aU  Ute  Af;;han   aoldieriL     He  ta 
vicJi  no  MtahliahmMH  to  help  him.  nnd  bna  to  mnke 
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up  all  his  incilicines  and  do  cvcrytliiii;;  himself.  We  are  all 
living  in  khirgahs,  pitched  in  a  capital  position  on  the  crest 
of  the  plateau  near  the  Sukhtt  hamlets." 

At  the  time  when  the  lUissians  first  threatened  an  advance 
on  ranjdeli,  the  Samks  o|)enly  infonneil  the  Hritish  Commis- 
sioner that  unless  a  British  otlicer  was  left  among  them  thejr 
would  be  constrained  to  make  their  snhmission  to  Uie  Kus- 
sinus.  Those  Saniks  were  in  fact  in  a  difticult  |K)sition,  and 
wliat  they  desired  was  to  remain  aloof  from  a  dispute  between 
the  llussian  and  the  Afghan,  and  to  give  no  excuse  to  either 
the  one  or  the  other  to  loot  them.  It  is  said  that  all  the 
ranjdeli  ilucks  that  were  grazing  lietween  Sari  Yazi  and  l^il- 
i-kliisliti  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Knssians.  It  is, 
however,  most  iiu]»rr>hahle  that  tlie  latter  will  injure  the  pro- 
piTty  of  a  trilni  wliose  countr}'  they  desire  to  annex.  Ali- 
khanotr  has  told  them  that  he  means  to  make  them  suhjects 
of  ilie  (Jreiit  AVhite  Czar,  and  tliey  are  consecpiently  ready,  if 
advisable,  to  cr}',  *'  I-,e  nn  est  mf»rt;  vive  le  roi!"  Four  thou- 
sand families  of  Saruks  settknl  at  Yulatan  had  already  sul>- 
niitted  to  the  C/ar;  and  those  of  Panjdeh  were,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  strongly  iuHuenced  tlierehy  to  follow  their  example. 
Vet  up  to  tlie  present  time  they  have  finnly  adhered  to  their 
old  allegiance  to  the  Amir.  Hut  when  they  saw  the  Kussian 
forces  at  tlieir  very  dcMirs,  they  felt  that  Afghan  prritection 
was  insuirieient.  They  i)erceiveil  that  their  choice  must  lie 
W'tween  Kussia  and  Kngland.  The  fonner,  it  would  seem, 
would  Ik3  only  their  last  resource,  the  res<»rt  of  des])nir.  So 
they  begged  that  a  Ihitish  otliccr  might  be  left  with  them  as 
a  token  that  they  wei*e  1  British  subjects.  Therefore  Colonel 
Kidgeway,  Ca]>tain  do  Licssoe,  and  Kazi  Mahomed  Aslam 
stayeil  v»'ith  them ;  whilst  Captains  Maitland  and  Yate  ex- 
plored tlie  chid  between  the  llari  Kud  and  the  Murgliab,  and 
completed  such  surveys  and  in(|uiries  in  that  quarter  as  were 
essential  to  tlie  demarcation  of  the  frontier.  On  the  20th 
February,  when  the  main  iKxly  of  the  Commission  marched 
from  Kalah-i-maur,  Mr  Merk  and  Dr  Owen,  with  50  lances 
under  Captain  Heath,  were  left  there  to  support  Colonel 
Kidgeway.    Dr  Owen  shortly  afterwards  moved  to  Panjdeb^ 
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Mid  as  hmM  been  tliom'ti  almve,  baa  been  of  greiit  tenice  there. 
In  iW  bOler  iwrt  ol  Febmarjr  the  weakneat  of  tlie  Afghan  gar- 
mm,  the  nneasy  apihi  prevalent  among  tlie  Samkt,  and  tlie 
iauMtmnioa  ol  a  Unimn  attack,  gave  juat  gronnda  for  appre« 
banal  cm  lor  tba  aafetj  of  the  Paigdeh  party.  However,  aa  the 
ttsMiana  reoMuned  qoiei  and  advanceil  no  farther,  while 
alroiig  Afghan  reinforoenenta  were  moved  to  IHugddi  from 
Banil,  tW  raatleaaneat  ol  the  Samka  anbaided.  Colonel 
Bnlisnnij,  who  arrived  here  ytaUtdikj  evening,  atatea  that 
tbaj  am  now  giving  no  trouble  or  canae  for  anxietj.  Cap- 
lanw  TaU  and  Da  LaoMoe.  Dr  Owen,  and  Kaii  Vahoomd 
Aakun  are  atill  at  riu^Mi,  with  Ut  Utah,  Captain  Heath, 
and  the  M  knoaa  in  rawrva  at  Kakh-i-manr. 
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CHAPTER    IX. 

THE   PANJDEH  ClUSIS,  AND  THE  RETREAT  TO  TIRPCL. 

I  I  VENTURED  ycstcnlny  to  predict  pence  for  Panjdeh.     I  wm 

I    preinatiire.     This  inorniiifr  n  letter  arriveil  from  Captain  Yate 

y  nnnouiiciii<i:  tliat  on  the  22(1  (tciieral  KoninrofT  and  Colonel 

'     Alikhnnotr  had  advanced  from  Ainmkjar  (25  miles  north  of 

Ak-tapa)  to  Urush  Doshnn  (18  miles  north  of  Ak-tnpa)  with 

a  lar^'o  force  and  several  ginis.     He  stated  nt  the  same  time 

that  the  Sariiks  were  quiet  and  contented,  and  wonld,  he 

trusted,  remain  so.     He  had  fully  expecteil  to  sec  the  IJns- 

sian  troops  in  front  of  Ak-tajKi  (the  Af;:han  fort  and  (Xisition 

in  the  an«,'1e  formed  hy  tlie  Khushk  and  ^lurghnb  rivers,  and 

I       alwut  six  miles  nortli-west  of  Panjdeh)  on  the  234l,  Imt  they 

had  apparently  halted.     Colonel  Kidgeway  left  Panjdeh  on 

the  21st.      It  would  almost  seem  as  if  his  departure  had 

heen  tlie  si^mal  for  tliis  advance.    This  rcadoption  of  offensive 

tactics  l>y  the  lUissians  su;^gests  that  the  brief  hurst  of  energy 

and  patriotism  exhibited  by  the  (Government  three  weeks  ago 

has  exliausted  itself.     Tliey  are  relapsinj;,  or  have  relapsed, 

into  tlic  old  jn'oove  of  lukewnrmness  and  indecision.    AVhat 

becomes  of  Mr  Ctladstone*s  announcement  to  the  House  of 

Commons  on  the  6lh  Marcli,  that  "  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 

moiit  is  a  national  policy,  and  one  approved  by  the  nation  **  ? 

On  the  13th  Marcii,  too,  he  stateil  that  ''England  and  Russia 

^      had  a^Tced  that  no  further  advance  of  troops  should  take 

1     place  on  eitlier  side."     Another  telegram  has  infonued  us 

that  the  British  Government  has  formally  demanded  the 


SIS  AfOIUy   FROXTIKR  COMMISSIUX. 

witlnlrawiil  of  RiiMiati  tnHi|«i  fmiii  Af};liAn  tcrrittir}'.  MliAt, 
tlicfi,  U  tlio  mcniiiii}*  i»f  tlii^  trvnU  mlviiiico  ?  In  it  tlio  oM 
I  Mofj  of  tlic  fecMo  rciiHiiifttmiicc^  aImmiI  Pul-i-Klmtuii  over 
•piin  f  Vc«:  if  tlic  llnti<«li  (H»vcniiiieiit  lirnl  put  iu  foci 
«l«ffni  finiiljT  then,  mill  pwii  HiiMin  to  iiiiflcnitiiii«l  timt  aIio 
iiii;;lil  clMiiMr  U-twcvti  tin*  evncimlion  of  riil-i*KliAtiiii  ami 
war,  X\h*  Coiiiiui«i^ioii  woiiKl  not  now  U*  in  llH!cri(ii*nl  |MMitioii 
in  w)ii<  li  it  fiiHln  iim^U.  iMirin;;  tliu  winU*r  montlui  tlio  move- 
mcnt  of  KuMtan  tnH*|Mi  acnina  tlio  Tnrkonuin  ate*! »|  11*4,  «»r  any 
|«n  ttf  Central  A»iii,  wimiM.  ciwiii;;  to  tlic  intense  c«>l<l  nn«l 
hr<a\jr  •tfiw,  haw  liv«*n  wry  ililliculi,  if  n«»t  ini|iiM«il»lc.  t>n 
tht*o4itnirj.tlir  n«lvaii€x*  t»f  a  llii(i«li  aniiy  from  Iinliit  to  lfi*nit 
in  wiuti-r  i«  |«*rfi*«  (ly  fcnMMr.  It  in  k\'u\  tlmt  tU*  tMiVfmnH*nt 
•«f  Imlia  wa<  wanu'il  fullj  a  iiMmtli  n;{o  to  In*  in  n%i«linc^  to 
clr«|<it«'li  a  fiifci*  (liitlKT.  It  <l<ii*A  n(*t.  however.  n|»|iiftr  tliat 
thi«  Mi};;:«'%ti«*n  lias  lin'n  arti^l  on ;  nt  K*it«t  if  it  lui^.  tlio  iK*wt 
Imi«  im4  r\«aclK<il  n«.  K«*r  nil  wo  kn«iw,  the  ijuelta  pirriami 
t«  at  lhi«  tifniieiit  onr  iKtir\>^  MUt^iur.  If  wc  IukI  10.000 
NiNlert  aiitl  a  niilli«4i  r>iiii«U  of  Sni«lor  1«ill  •  (iirtri«l;:t*n,  it 
YKmlil  lie  aoiiicthin;*.  Tlio  ^nmt  wiitknc*^  of  the  Af;:liAn 
•mtj  U  firvAnna.  TIh^  /»#:hi/  wn^  a  verr  piml  WififHin  wlK*n 
|4ttc«l  a;:aiii«t  tl»o  lin»wn-lW^<i  in  I  lie  earlier  Af;;lMn  mm- 
|«ii;nt«;  l*ut  it  <1h1  iHit  f^Mint  fi*r  niudi  a;:Min«t  tin*  Martini- 
llmrj  atnl  JMikkT  in  in*>r^-  rt^vtit  <»iK*a.  Xor  will  it  cMiitraH 
fa%ti«nilil/  with  tlic  iWri^Lui.  with  %ilii(  h  even  tlie  Turkmiiaita 
&■  thm  aervK^  iff  Iiumiji  arv  arme«L 

TIm  lalcat  rr|iort«  (ilatc^l  r^enint;.  2M)  rerritoil  from  Cap- 
tain  Yatc  at  Tanjileh.  ■late  tliat  a«  yet  no  furtlicr  atUanco  haa 
hem  11U  hjr  the  UiuNaan«.  AtkliticMia]  trtio|«  an«l  autiuuni* 
Ikam  are,  ii  it  ntmovml.  I«iii|:  lutMi^sht  np  fnun  Merv.  Tlie 
Ummknm  hmr%  pr^n  out  tliat  the  Kni'liAh  will  only  fi;:iit  then 
al  MaiBt.  ft»l  that  thefef<iff«  tliey  Mna  to  take  l*atij<hfh  a»d 
MaaawML  Cohmel  AltkhaoolT  ia  mid  to  have  viaiteil  tlie 
AI^^MA  caaip  at  or  mmr  Ak-U|ai  in  dtiptiac.  A  niuKMir  it 
•km  cmnmA  that  the  hmtuk»  ui  iNu^h  will,  if  tlie  Hnamiia 
mMmtk  thm  AfgkaM,  fall  on  the  cmaip  ol  tha  fihtlah  oAkstfi 
Hmtk  a  mmimmmmU  howtvar.  appcara  to  dmanra  Urt 
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little  credit.  Proverbial  as  Asiatic  troacherj  may  be,  it  would 
seem  to  be  both  the  interest  and  desire  of  the  Saruks  to  re- 
main aloof  and  nentral  in  any  contest  tliat  may  arise.  It  is 
]X)ssible  that  the  Russians  might  egg  tliem  on  to  make  pris- 
oners of  the  British  officers  who  have,  by  encamping  in  tlieir 
midst,  evinced  the  highest  proof  of  confidence  in  their  friend- 
liness. They  would  scarcely  urge  them  to  further  violence. 
That  these  Saruks  would,  if  supported  by  British  troops,  resist 
the  Russians,  I  have  little  doubt.  But  in  the  event  of  a  Rus- 
sian advance  now,  I  Itelieve  they  will  remain  passive.  Still, 
in  a  moment  of  excitement,  and  perhaps  of  indignation,  an 
outbreak  might  occur.  I  have  just  received  an  interesting 
description  of  the  gifmkhana  meeting  held  at  Panjdeh  for  the 
Saruks  on  the  Nauroz  festival.^  I  must  postpone  its  publica- 
tion ;  but  the  closing  remarks  I  will  quote  now  as  illustrating 
tlie  cordiality  and  sniis-fa^M  intimacy  existing  between  tliem 
and  the  British  representatives:  "No  sooner  were  the  races 
over  than  all  the  headmen  returned  to  camp  to  visit  and  drink 
tea  with  the  political  officers ;  and  as  a  matter  of  fact,  tlie  first 
night  they  all  remained  and  slept  there,  their  hamlets  being 
too  distant  to  admit  of  their  returning  h'ome  and  being  back 
in  time  for  the  next  day's  s|K)rt.  They  all  turn  up  at  our 
camp,  knowing  full  well  that  they  are  sure  to  find  entertain- 
ment there.  A  kxhilka  fitted  up  as  a  guest-house  ia  always 
ready  for  their  reception.  Even  when  asked  to  dinner,  the 
guests  will  often  insist  on  staying  the  night,  and  refuse  to  go 
home  till  morning."  {Xok, — Tliis  8|>eaks  well  for  tlio  quality 
of  the  wines.) 

"  At  a  dinner-party  given  the  other  evening  to  all  tlio  holy 
men  in  ranjdeh,  a  festive  night  was  spent,  with  nmsic  and 
singing.  The  revered  old  Khalifa  sang  his  song,  and  refusing 
to  go  home,  spent  the  night  in  my  pashtin.  Tliere  are  no 
caste  or  food  prejudices  among  the  Turkomans.  Tlie  hnmUest 
man  will  ask  the  British  officer  to  sliare  liis  meal,  and  give 
him  of  his  best;  and  the  same  with  the  Mullas  and  Soiyada. 
At  a  big  dinner  the  other  night,  tliey  all  ate  of  the  same  dish 

'  8««  Appendix  I.    The  ecoount  there  giren  ia  fron  Ce|>UiB  C  E.  T«to*e 

pen. 
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wiUi  BM  with  the  greatest  gitsta  TIm  British  camp  it 
Ihrooged  with  hetdinea  all  daj  long— each  one  oqIj  anxious 
to  sit  and  talk  and  drink  tea  with  the  Sahibs.  Dr  Owen's 
kospiuU  Hkilm  is  crowtleii  e\'ei7  morning ;  and  no  sooner  is 
bceakiast  over  than  Uie  Hakim  Sahib,  or  Tabib  as  lie  is  gener- 
ally called,  is  oflT  with  his  instruments,  medidnoH^hests,  operat- 
ing-lable.  and  (lene^-a  llsg.  on  a  conple  of  mnles,  to  one  or 
other  ol  the  hamlets  around,  where  he  spen<ls  tlie  rest  of  the 
daj  attending  to  the  silmcnU  of  the  manj  who  throng  to 
htm.  At  Ak-upa,  in  the  Afghan  lines,  he  is  most  cordiallj 
welcomed.  The  Hakims  with  the  trooiis  ha\'e  neitlier  niedi* 
canes  nor  implements,  bat  are  alwajs  rea<lj  to  help  and  learn, 
and  the  soldiers  onlj  too  glad  to  attend.  Often  is  the  ques- 
tion asked  if  he  will  staj  with  them  if  fighting  occurs ;  and 
much  sattsfaction  is  expressed  st  the  thought  that  lie  will  at 

l«  near." 
There  seems  onlj  ton  much  reason  to  fear  that  the  Hussians 

tno  wdl  what  thej  were  mring  wlien  thej  boasted  that 
EngUml  urould  onlj  figlit  for  Herat,  snd  that  iVinjileh  and 
Uaimena  were  to  belong  to  them.  X<»w  let  ut  cnntrasC  with 
the  mcn'emmt  of  a  regiment  or  two  to  Quctta,  550  miles  from 
Herat,  the  warlike  pfeparatinns  that  are  l^iiig  ma«le  by  tlie 
B—isni.  Information  received  fmm  sntlMiritati^'e  or  trust* 
worth/  •mirces  states  that  20,000  Ituwtan  iif^\m  hare  crossetl 
the  Cas|«an  from  the  Caucasus  into  trans-C'Aji|Hana.  Of  thcee 
■erne  portion  has  already  reacheii  4Vslikal««l.  to  which  point 
the  tadwaj  and  tclcgra|»h  are  being  cvmipleted  with  all  ex- 
peilition.  About  50  mUca  are  said  to  be  still  uncom|ileted. 
LtflBs  quantitiea  of  supplies  are  being  collected  ai  Ashkabad, 
§arakhs.  and  Chacha  (AO  miles  from  Sarakhs  on  the  Ashka* 
had  luadX  from  the  Akhal  and  Ti^iend  ««sca»  hmm  Uerv  and 
Haimkhs,  and  by  Turkoman  agsnU  in  iNneia.  Ashkabad  is 
ahem  WO  mike  from  Hamt  At  8aiakhs,  which  is  jusi  aliout 
SM  miles  horn  Heral»  the  ffkitmrn  is  mid  to  number  onl  j  SOO 
and  500  Kuasian  tnlsntrj.     Hmr  is  about  dOO  milsa 

HeeuC    Its  normal  gjunttm  is  said  to  be  one  or  one  and 
a  half  Inltslimi  of  inluUry  and  two  guns ;  but  aocoediif  lo 
lueshud,  sla  hatlalaons  of  infanHy  andlour  guns 
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are  said  to  have  recently  arrived  there  from  Turkiatan.  It  is 
not,  therefore,  unreaaonable  to  believe  the  reports  that  Kom- 
aroff  has  3000  or  4000  men  with  him  either  at  Umsh  Doshan, 
one  march  from  Panjdeh,  or  between  that  place  and  Hazrat 
Ininm,  25  miles  nearer  Merv.  It  is  also  said  that  the  fort  of 
Kaushid  Khan  is  being  strengthened  by  tlie  Knssians— douU- 
less  as  a  safeguanl  against  a  Tekke  insurrection.  It  would 
therefore  appear  that  if  any  immediate  advance  in  force  is 
made  by  the  Russians,  it  will  be  made  from  the  Merv  direc- 
tion. Five  weeks  must  elapse  before  a  force  from  Ashkabad 
could  reacli  the  neighbourhood  of  Herat  Moreover,  the 
flooded  condition  of  the  Hari  Rud  at  this  season  would  oblige 
that  force  to  take  the  route  vid  Adam  Yulan  and  Kungnili 
(on  which  water  is  none  too  plentiful),  instead  of  following;  the 
river  as  far  as  the  Zulfikar  Pass,  or  rather  10  miles  south  of 
it,  and  then  striking  south-east  to  the  Nihalsheni,  Khumliau, 
or  Knl»at-i-Surk1i  Passes.  The  Adam  Yulan  and  Kungruali 
route  mcntioncil  a1)ove  nnis  about  15  miles  east  of  and 
parallel  to  the  Hari  Kud.  It  may  bo  mentionctl  that  two 
forces  advancing  from  Sarakhs  and  Panjdeh  can  only  bo  said 
to  Ik;  on  a  counecteil  front  wlicn  they  reach  respectively  the 
Zulfikar  Pass  on  the  Hari  Pud  (if  tlio  Adam  Yulan  route  be 
taken,  Ak-rabat  or  Karcz  Klias  would  be  the  points),  and 
Chanmn-i-bed  on  the  Khushk.  The  latter  is,  as  the  crow  Hies, 
about  80  miles  enst  of  the  former.  North  of  these  points  the 
impassable  waterless  chul  separates  the  two  forces. 

Jk'fore  closing  tluH,  I  niiiy  mention  that  I  have  no  news  of  the 
recent  movements  or  present  wherea1)outs  of  Captain  (iricsbach 
or  Captain  the  Honourable  M.  (t.  TalUit,  both  of  whom  are 
pursuing  their  avocations  on  the  left  l»ank  of  the  Hari  Kud  in 
Persian  territory.  It  is,  I  hear,  intende<l  to  move  the  bulky 
portion  of  the  Commission  shortly  to  Tir]niL  Genoral  Lums- 
dcn  and  staff  and  the  cavalry  will  stay  hero.  Captain  Pea* 
cocke,  who  has  been  absent  for  a  montli,  rotuniod  to  camp 
yestenlay.  During  the  course  of  his  joumcyings,  which  ter- 
minated at  Persian  Sarakhs,  he  should  have  collected  at  least 
some  infonuation  of  Pussian  movements  which  may  prove 
useful.    It  was  originally  intended  that  he  should  be  <m«  of 
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tha  trio  aelcctcd  to  ilrmw  up  ami  tQUmit  a  pliin  for  ilefemling 
HenU,  or  |icriuipt  I  alHrtiM  ratlier  my,  to  dccklo  ou  antl  initi- 
ate  tlie  measum  nccesaary  to  be  taken  for  its  defence.  Ilia 
al«esioe  pfvventr«l  UiU.  Ilia  tni\*elt,  liowevcr.  procored  liim 
the  |4eaaarB  of  the  acquaintance  of  the  Ruaaian  officer  com- 
■uuMling  at  Tul-i-Kliatun,  wlio  came  to  visit  him,  not  of 
oo«ine  fniin  motives  of  suspicion  or  cuh^Miity.  Lei  us  liope 
be  cttltivatrtl  it  to  some  pur]insc«  Csfiiain  Vate  met  at  Ak* 
raUat,  ttywanU  the  emi  <»f  Kolmiary.^  a  youn}*  Hussian  ofllcer 
»«mnl  Lk?utenant  b»iiatin«iki,  who  ^mwly  aasuretl  him  tliat 
Ctetirral  ZrWnoy  i^a»  even  tlien  at  Ashkaljail,  if  not  at  Saraklta. 
S*rmin{«l3r  tliat  youn;;  ofticer  was  misinfonacil.  He  had,  liow* 
ever,  a  skinful  (pk*a5ie  umlerstand  that  I  do  not  refer  to  hia 
cfwn  cuticle)  of  tx^d  Caucasian  wine,  aiul  lie  incited  Captain 
Vatc  ti>  |4irtake  tlK*re»f.  Hie  hitter  in  return  invitc«l  him  to 
dinner,  ami  iiitrwlurevl  him  to  **oM  (ilcnUvet**  Their  sole 
ttM^hum  of  cntiimnnKiiti^in,  in  a<kliti<>it  to  sipis.  was  a  Kuaso- 
Eaj^ltsli  or  An*:k>-Husstau  INjcket  IHctiooary  ami  Vooalmhiry, 

•  A%  Um  %imm  «Im«  rttf4*HM  MaiilMNl  mmI  TaU  •t|4nr*il  mariimtn  IWUia, 
—  ■!!■■*  m  mm  UimmwA  W  I*  i>a>  V»  tWtr  %9%r^U.  tin  llili  F«lcMr)r  IMS, 
Ikvf  ttU0%»4  trmm  Ak  taf«  WtwOa  fWttklM.  CHi  Um  lyrti  «k]r  thfj 
04  Mtf  iU4  nmp  «*IW«I  (m  M«Im«mmiI  Amwi.  a  r«lk  «l  Um  f»d 
Wf   tiii>>wii>l    Atmm    KWmi   *4    KiMTa  »«m   UiiKy  §▼•  fmn  ^gn 

avmkiM.  Mm^,  mnI  rMi>iWk    Hm  !««««  u  mM  u  im««  n^iiitsH  M  ia.aio 

«ttl|— «UL,  ftl  Kaimm  Kmjwti,  wMr*  lli#r«  «r«  ikrm  tii4k  AA««liiif  mi 

•ft     n^  W  fm^mt  W  MwliiiMii  t  Amm  RIma.     LiW  Um  *■ — nr. 

thmi  M«^  «v«vj  MfiiL     At  Uitti  Ums  Um  JMMliiJii 

ft!  I(lii«%    TW  l*<tr«  «M  mmW  «f  fl4  Tw»«f •,  OwU^i,  Ckmh 

Vdmkm,  Jill  ilii  ill,  4«L     TW  fotlMr  •#  KIm  Atfi,  lo*  cIM  •! 

b  «i4  t«  Imw  Was  U  tlMt  imm  tW  Kkss  •!  KlMvs*t 

fttt  Um  TtU«  (tW  TirikS« 
I)  Utk*  Is  lU  «A«r.  MifciMiiil  Aaite  larilii  «•  !•  Ikt  Mar* 

Ms 
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Assisted  by  a  slight  acquaintance  with  French.  Tliey  certainly 
sccni  to  have  mode  tlie  most  of  the  lin^iistic  re^nrces  ot 
their  command.  Among  other  things  Lieutenant  Lopatinski 
succeeded  in  imparting  was,  tliat  General  Komaroff  had  formed 
at  Aslikabad  a  fine  collection  of  antiquities  from  the  sites  of 
ancient  towns  and  cities  in  the  trans-Caspian  province.  He 
mentioned,  as  one  of  the  most  curious  discoveries  of  anti- 
quarian research  in  these  parts,  a  mound  or  Ixurow  at  Yula- 
tan  in  which  tliree  tiers  of  tomlis  were  found.  In  the 
uppcnnost  tier  was  found  the  skeleton  of  a  human  being  in 
a  sitting  posture,  the  brass  image  of  a  dog,  some  Greek  coins, 
and  the  skeleton  of  a  rat  or  some  similar  animal.  Tlie  Pocket 
Dictionary  and  Vocabulary  seemingly  contained  no  words  or 
plirases  competent  to  describe  the  nature  and  contents  of  the 
lower  tiers.  If,  however,  as  one  may  suppose,  the  upper  tier 
dates  from  tlie  era  of  the  Greek  monarchies  that  arose  after 
the  death  of  Alexander  tlie  Great,  the  lower  ones  must  lielong 
presumably  to  an  earlier  pcrioil.  This  Lieutenant  Lopatinski 
is  the  Russian  oilicer  alluded  to  by  M.  Vambdry  in  his  recent 
article  in  the  *  Nineteenth  Century '  as  organising  a  squadron  of 
Turkoman  cavalry.  Talking  of  antique  remains,  I  was  riding 
a  few  days  ago  among  the  extensive  remains  of  the  old  town 
near  here,  when  I  remarked  several  huge  solid  blocks  of 
roughly  hewn  stone.  One,  I  found  on  insjioction,  was  hol- 
lowed out,  and  closely  resembled  a  font.  Tliough  not  an  anti- 
quary, I  would  venture,  adopting  as  my  guide  the  lucid  and 
sound  method  of  reasoning  followed  by  the  heralds  who  con- 
cocted Sir  John  Kidd's  ^  coat-of-anns,  thus  to  account  for  the 
presence  of  a  font  here.  We  know,  I  think  from  Marco  Polo, 
that  in  the  middle  ages  Merv  was  a  metropolitan  ace  of  tlie 
Eastern  Church.  It  is  obvious  that  a  diocese  must  be  consti- 
tutc<l  of  a  number  of  parishes.  What  more  natural  than  that 
Gulran  was  a  parish  in  the  diocese  of  Merv  ?  Consequently 
Gulran  had  a  church ;  a  church  must  have  a  font ;  and  here 
lies  the  font.  Quod  erat  dtmanslrandum.  I  also  found 
another  interesting  relic  of  bygone  ages  there.  It  was  a  tall 
rough-hewn  slab  of  stone,  on  which  were  engraved  the  words : 

'  8m  Mr  Bluckmore't  romanc*  '  Loma  DoniM.* 


SIS  AroMAV  pioirnKE  oominsioy. 


-  WMi  jmk  Shaikh  AdAin  "— ir^  **  Hera  died  Shaikh  Adam.* 
Wlaai  a  Mmpla  epiUph !  It  involaoUhlj  carried  my  thoughU 
awaj  to  thai  gloriooa  moDameiit  oC  Uie  aniiquarian  reaearch 
€i  the  illofliriooa  llr  Pickwick,  that  anif|tte  Ueasuie  the  iiija> 
Icrioiia  chancieri  on  which  were  tranililermted  by  the  tae- 
rilcgicma  Blottoo  iato  the  words  "Bill  Stumpe  hia  mark." 
Alaa  that  the  onlj  product  of  mj  anti€|iiarian  reaearch  in 
(#«lrma  ahooU  have  home  an  inacription  that  cannot  poaaiUj 
he  BMde  anaeeptihle  of  a  donUe  or  mjetic  signification  t  I 
fear  I  cannot  hope  to  as|iire  to  the  renown  of  **  that  inunoftal 


Bt  the  by.  Colonel  Ridgewaj  reviewed  the  A^han  purieon 
ai  Ak-lapa  before  he  left  Ihmjdeh.  I  liope  to  describe  this 
review  ea  soon  as  any  detailctt  information  of  the  Afglian 
forces  ceases  to  be  valuable  to  the  Rossis ns. 


I  reopen  this  to  inform  }*ou  that  the  latest  rrports  frtim 
ranjileh  state  that  the  Kossians  are  now  encamped  in  force 
before  Ak-lapa.  It  is  not  sp|irehen«led  that  they  will  attack 
the  A^:han  troopa.  Tlietr  hope  is,  that  tlietr  proximity  will 
incite  the  Hantks  to  rise  and  eitiier  attack  the  Afglians  or  cnt 
olf  their  snppliea.  It  is  now  no  longer  a  sscrei  that  abont 
the  30lh  February  the  Saruks  liad  actually  fixed  a  night  tm 
which  to  surround  and  open  fire  on  the  Afghana,  wlio  were 
then  very  weak  in  numbrra,  and  actually  had  no  ammunition 
hut  what  tbey  carried  in  their  pouches.  The  Saruks  can 
turn  out  5000  fighting  men,  many  of  wliom  are  armed  with 
hfuedi'ftonderBL  Th^e  is  not  much  doubt  that  hiul  AU* 
khaavC  whsn  he  first  came  down  to  INil  i-khishtt  (on  20Ui 
FeUnary),  known  the  numerical  weakness  of  the  Afghane 
and  their  small  stock  of  ammunition,  he  wonld  not  then  have 
lecinsl  He  approached  within  sight  of  l*ul-i*khishti,  and 
mas  then  warned  thai  if  he  pereisteil  in  advancing  he  wonU 
be  fifed  en ;  he  withdrew.  It  is  not  loo  much  to  say  that  tn 
Cslenel  Biilgenay  is  due  the  crsdii  of  havii^  kepi  the  Samke 
and  Isr  five  weeks  delayed  the  appearance  of  the  Bne* 
in  freni  of  rai^)dek    It  mnsi  be  enoo«fHii«  tn 
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to  all  of  us,  to  see  how  those  five  weeks  liave  been  utilised  bj 
the  Government. 

We  have  still  to  consider  the  part  that  Persia  will  take  in 
this  struggle,  if  it  comes  to  pass.  In  1854,  Persia  offered  to 
join  the  alliance  against  Russia,  proWded  Uie  Allies,  and  more 
especially  England,  would  guarantee  to  her  the  restoration  of 
the  territories  taken  away  from  her  by  Kussia  in  the  reign  of 
Fath  Ali  Shah,  and  tlie  subsequent  preservation  tlieroof  from 
renewed  Russian  aggression.  Not  unnaturally  England  de- 
clined so  much  responsibility.  It  is  most  probable  tliat  Persia 
will  now  renew  this  offer,  should  England  accept  it  or  not. 
It  is  no  small  undertaking  to  guarantee  the  frontier  from 
Tibet  to  the  Black  Sea;  and  that  is  really  what  England  would 
be  undertaking  on  l)ehAlf  of  its  allies  and  irrMgH^  Afglian- 
istan,  Persia,  and  Turkey.  And  yet  what  an  op|x>rtunity  is 
this  for  breaking  tlie  power  of  Russia,  for  annihilating  at  one 
blow  all  the  fruits  of  forty  or  fifty  years  of  conquest  and 
annexation  !  Persia  will  surely  see  tliat  in  this  instance  slie 
has  all  to  gain  by  joining  the  Anglo-Turkish  confederacy.  If 
she  does  not,  slic  will  find  herself  threatened  by  three  hostile 
Powers  on  tlie  cast,  south,  and  west,  and  on  tlie  north  sup- 
ix)rted  by  a  Power  who  values  her  as  a  tool,  but  not  as  a 
friend  or  ally,  and  wliose  semblance  of  friendship  even  means 
naught  but  the  fleecing  of  its  object  Were  the  Shah  to  de- 
part this  life  at  this  juncture,  and  the  Zill-us-Sultan  to  succeed, 
as  he  undoubtciUy  would  in  a  time  of  tunuoil  and  trouble,  in 
seizing  the  throne  from  the  Wali-ahd,  there  is  not  a  sliadow 
of  doubt  that  he,  and  at  least  the  nngority  of  the  Persians, 
would  unite  their  fortunes  with  those  of  England.  It  is  very 
clear  tliat  the  only  thing  that  would  induce  Persia  to  join 
England  and  Turkey  now,  would  be  a  guarantee  by  tlie  former 
Power  that  it  would  not  only  restore  to  it  the  tracts  on  it« 
northern  frontier  appropriated  by  Russia,  but  would  also  give 
it  the  same  assurances  of  assistance  against  foreign  aggression 
as  have  been  given  to  the  Amir  of  Afghanistan.  Now  it  seems 
to  me  that  there  is  but  one  step  which  wouhl  enable  as  both 
to  give  this  guarantee  and  to  show  conclusively  that  we  meant 
to  fulfil  it,  and  that  is  the  occupation  of  Herat  by  a  ttroiig 
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Inrne  of  llrilUli  tmnpn.  It  \\n%  nrctirmi  to  iih*  tlmt  if  Rn^lan«l 
intriHU  to  lt*t  Kliornsnii  \Kiiv%  into  tlio  linti<U  of  ISiimia,  tito 
fWfrm^*  fif  Herat  ii;n»ii^  i^^i  rnwiT  l«ifie«  in  a  ;:niil  ntniMire 
tt»  nfimm  ifHrt,  If  tlicfp  he  iiny  tnttli  in  tliiii  view  of  Uio 
nuilU*r.  tlien  the  present  i«  the  moment  for  extemhn;*  to 
ri-r«i«  our  |ini(ei-tion  on  |»rrriiH?ly  tlio  name  teniifi  ««  we  hii%e 
acf««nle«l  it  to  Af;:luinittiin.  If  we  nu^nn  to  hohl  llemt.  wo 
ou;:ht  to  e&cliHle  Kiimtii  fn»m  KliomMn.  Wo  on*^ht  now  to 
•let-iile  which  of  two  |infi»ihle  nontlieni  fnmtiert  we  ftliall  ncctml 
to  tin*  RuMJiu  iMUMf^fMioiia  in  (Vnitml  Aniii.  TlieMe  two  pon- 
Mhic  frtjnti<*m  nrr :  firvt,  tlie  Tnrkonmn  iiteppcii  fmni  tlie 
('ji«fiiAii  to  tlie  0\n«,  iin^l  then  the  Oxu«  from  Khwaja  Sabr 
til  it«  •ourre;  net^m*!,  tlie  iirvaX  Ka\ir.  fnith  of  Kli«»m^n, 
aii«l  tlie  lliD«ln  Kiulu  Mtmi  |ii*fif>W  will  agree  tluit  tiM*  Hr«t- 
kaiimhI  or  n<irtlM*nim<Mt  in  uvM  in  nnijM»n  with  nHtUli  in- 
trfr«l*.  lUit  iMily  tlie  ocni|iiition  of  Herat  \^  Urili*h  tmnn*, 
tk»\  tlie  Mfc^ianlin;;  of  Kli«>ra<iAn  fr^>m  RttMia.  mn  wemre 
to  tt«  tJii*  fnititM^r.  It  i^  neeilh*M  to  |«oint  ont  liow  ;,Trfitl]r 
rrr«Mi  mt'^ht  ai«1  ii«  liy  threatenin;;  tlie  Hank  ami  commiintea- 
tif<ci«  of  a  KuMian  army  a«lvAiicin^  on  Herat,  ami  withliolilin;; 
lf««c«  It  all  Mipfilic^.  AltlH*ii;:h  M.  Valentine  Cliirr4  lia«  a%- 
Miml  na  rerentir  in  tlie  '  F<»rtiii^htlr  iN^view*  tliat  IV*rita  i« 
i«  rxlnraiM,  1  %rtitnro  to  lio|«  that  tlie  liaa  a  kick  left  in  Ikt 
tCiU. 

iNi  the  .11  ti  of  Mar^h  a  iiioiinteil  mrMrn;5*r  came  pillofiin|( 
into  owr  camp  ami  n*|Miftnl  tliat  titere  liail  l«rn  fi;;htin;:  at 
l*iiQjilrli  on  tlic  |irrvKMta  ilay.  Hu  am%al  waa  at  once  f«>l* 
|niwc«l  Ity  thai  of  Kaxt  Saii«l-n«lH|in.  win*  liail  aUo  rvretveil 
■tflMJar  iwwm.  Hie  ;:rtieral  temir  of  ilio  ruimmr  waa  that  tlie 
Ai^l^mm  ItfMl  piiiinl  a  vtrtory.  It  cIkI  nol,  howovrr.  appear 
iJmI  etilirr  of  the  mraaonp^n  ImmI  lawn  eyrwitfieaara  of  ih« 
fttgH^^imfuL  l>iie  waa  aetit  frnm  KaUh*i*maar  hy  XIr  Merk, 
wtlli  a  IfUrr  ■Catin;*  tliat  lioary  tonni*  liad  l«ni  heartl  Utw«fii« 
riMi>lrii  tm  tho  :10th.  Inlnnnatioti  from  Af^i^mn  amirtva  mil 
tvffmlly  churned  aa  Af^a  victory.  Ilaay  were  tlie  aiir* 
m  to  iIm  acmracy  or  loacrwfary  of  iW  rvpott.  Hnig 
mM  tkal  Cbpuia  VaU  waa  to  kava  bald  a  rtia^awotiag  tiait 
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(lay  for  the  Snniks,  as  it  was  known  Uint  prizes  for  ritle- 
s1  looting  hn<l  been  proniiseil  some  time  before.  Others  sug- 
gested that  tlie  guns  lieanl  were  firetl  in  lionour  of  the 
arrival  of  KoniarotVor  AlikhnnotV.  As  Uie  wind  was  blowing 
hard  from  the  north  that  day,  it  is  possible  that  riHe-reports 
niiglit  l>e  heanl  at  Kalah-i-maur.  However,  now  that  the 
truth  or  approximate  truth  is  known,  it  is  no  good  discuss- 
ing tlie  theory  of  ]>n>l»abilities.  IWfore  gi\ing  such  brief 
details  of  the  fight  as  arc  known,  it  will  Ite  as  well  to  recount 
the  events  that  i»rocedetl  it. 

On  tlic  2r)th  March  information  reacheil  Gulran  tliat  on 
the  22d  of  tliat  mtinth  the  Kussians  had  advance<l  in  con- 
siderable force  from  Aimakjar  (aliout  30  miles  north  of  Ak- 
tapa)  to  Urusli  Doshan,  18  mih'S  north  of  Ak-ta]ia,  where 
(i.e.,  at  Ak-tapa)  the  Afglian  force  was  postetl.  Tlie  report 
stated  that  InHh  Komarofl"  ami  AlikhanofT  were  with  them. 
It  is  ncrdloss  to  say  tliat  the  Hritish  iillicers  ha<l  no  easy  time 
of  it  during  this  crisis,  tlieir  onlers  t)i*ing  to  avoid  a  collision 
with  the  Russians,  if  ])Ossih]e.  Had  their  onlers  been  to  fight, 
it  would  liave  been  sliorter  if  not  easier  work.  As  it  was, 
they  liad,  in  accordance  with  their  instructions,  to  do  their 
utmost  to  prevent  a  collision  Uaween  the  Afghans  and  Rus- 
sians, and  to  reassure  and  <piiet  tlie  Saruks.  It  was  exjiected 
that  the  Russian  force  would  ap])ear  liefore  Ak-ta])a  on  the 
2.*»d.  Thev  did  not  arrive  tliere  till  the  afternoon  of  the  2r»th. 
It  is  |K^rfeclly  evident  from  tlie  liehavitmr  of  the  Saruks  that 
they  Were  fmm  the  lir.st  actuated  solely  by  fear  of  and  not 
pjirtiality  towards  the  Russians.  WJiile  the  liritish  Conimis- 
sinii  has  been  allowed  by  Mr  (tladsttme's  (lovernmcnt  toi 
remain  five  months  in  ]>adkis  as  a  signal  monument  of  lius-| 
sian  insolence  ami  governmental  ajwthy,  while  such  rcstric- 
ti(ms  have  K'en  plaeetl  on  the  press  that  the  voice  of  truth 
has  K'fu  unable  to  reach  the  ears  of  the  British  ]»ublic,  durinj 
that  lime  (Jenoral  Komarofl"  and  Colonel  AlikhanofT  bavi 
spared  no  endeavour  to  intimidate  and  se<hice  fnmi  theil 
Afghan  allegiance  the  Saruks  of  Punjdeh.  Tliat  similar  in« 
Huences  have  Ix^en  at  work  among  the  Chahar  Aimaks  ami 
the  khanates  of   Afghan  Turkistan  is  highly  probable.     I^ 
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fthort,  wlii1«  Uic  Ilrtttiih  CciiniiiiMiion  luu  liccti  anuiMin^  infor- 
nuUion   nml  rvitlriicp.  Att<l   rxccutin^;  utincya.  for  tlio  ptir- 
|««e  f^  lifHinunililj  Ami  justly  tletiiarrAtiii^  the  fmntit*r,  tli« 
l(Q««uiti«  litive  \tcen  \niTnmn'^  «  cotimc  of  flu|)lu'it}'  aikI  litw 
treAclicrmul  intn;^^  tliat    tHitie  tmt  a  semi-onctitiil   Powit 
«nial«l  fftnitp  in  ctn|»loy.     Omltrz  U  Bume  H  r>m«  fntMrrm  It 
T^rfHtr,    Never  luu  the  UuMimi  evittceil  iiMin*  cKfirly  tlmn  in 
tlie  affair  nf  thii  Cmnniis«i«>n  tlie  touch  of  tlio  Tartar.     AikI 
yri    one   cannot    rrfmin    fn>in   a  confcAnion   of   aihuimtioii, 
rrlortantly  ai   it   may  l«*  elidtcil,  f«ir   the  conihinati'Ht  (»f 
1tf4<1neaa  an<l  «h|>l«Hnatic  skill  hy  which  they  ha%*e  tlapol  ami 
k«l  hr  tlie  now  tlie  HUtUtoiiian  (*alHiiei,     TItey  lia%'o  i^i  din* 
{rraci'vl  an«l  in«ulte<l  tlii«  l*<»niniiaai<Hi,  that  not  only  niufit  it 
ka^'e  hMt  all  tlie  |tre^i;^*  it  had  «>tice  gaioe^l  in  the  eyes  of 
the  Turkfimaiis  atnl  (Mulinr  Ainuiks,  Imt  the  very  Af;:lians 
dmiU  oiir  friciHlsliip  ami  will  to  ni«l  thriii.     I  nnH  a  l«irty  of 
Af^'lian  aowitr*  t«Mlay  pnnu'  to  Ak-raUat.     Tli«*y  waute<l  to 
know  why  we  were  pHiitf  tlie  (y)»|iiMite  way.     i/f^  rrpnmArt  t 
th^Ue  !     If  only  tliey  km^w  Ihiw  ewry  man,  at  lca«»l  evi-ry 
Mi/tl«vrf  man  of  the  Onuiui^Mton,  lia^  l«>ii;:«*il  to  \m  alloweil  to 
ftglit  siile  l*y  title  with  tlieiu.  ah«l  lia%  |Htieil  tltem  wlien  tliey 
wrrr  k-ft  to  fi;*lit  ahMie.  with  tin?  Ku%siaii4  AftMilinj*  tln^u  \%\ 
fnmX  ami  tlie  Hantks  iliruit4*tiin;;  tli«*ir  rv^r '    Tliere  wcrt?  500 
Caml  l4iyfim*t<i  ami  lancet  within  100  iiiil<*«  <»f  tlM'in.  ami  «oiiie 
rsO  Ithtish  olHcm;  ami  if  tJuy  ha«l  Ux^n  marvht^l  («»  ranjilrh, 
awl  the  Marvks  pvcn   rm^Mirap^inent  to  array  tlM*ir  fiOOO 
i;:liliii(;  men  l^  our  st<le.  tlien  eitlicr  tlie  ISus«t4ns  «Ur«  nai 
Waw  attacked  us,  or  tliry  w«>ul«l  hare  run  iinminetit  nak  'if 
ilrleat      Hm  hi^Mr^t  coiii|»utAti«»n  of  tlie   Kussian  forre  ai 
llcnr  It  4000.     It  shtmhl  U?  mHvil  tliat  tlie  Tekkea  n|  H^rt 
tvrv  oat  15,000  6;:ht>'*SS  <>*en  on  an  emergency,  if  tliey 
tmrm  oat  a  man.    Hie  }<iAniki  of  Vulataa  otwkl  |ifolatUly 
frooi  2000  tA  3000  men.      It  is  oliviooa  that  thia 
fanaadalib  l^^y  of  dl-dispuaod  suhjects  hare  not  only  to  1« 
k«frt  vmlcr  tuatrol  pomlinit  ancoeaa  at  ratgtWh,  but  harv  to 
l«  dwnJoJ  aa  opes  awl  ruthlcai  enemies  in  the  ereoi  of  a 
Dot  wbat  ia  the  naa  ol  07101;  or«r  tpUi  atlk  I    AU 
Wrv  hmm  tltfovm  awaj. 
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l>ctwecn  the  22il  and  25th  March — 1>.,  lictwccn  the  ilsite 
of  tlio  Ivussinu  advance  to  Unish  Ikwhan  and  their  ap]Huir- 
aiice  iKjforc  Ak-tajm  —  they  appear  to  have  been  htisy  in 
hriii«^'in^  up  aniuuuiitifm,  KUpplics^  and  reinforcements  fn>ui 
Merv.  A  nuiiour  ^)t  ahroad  tluit  Alikhan<ifr  liatl  visited  the 
Af;;liau  cam])  by  nij;ht  in  dinfruiJic.  l^roliably  a  fi<^nent ;  but 
if  tnic,  we  can  only  re<(ret  that  the  Afghans  tlid  not  catch 
him.  During  tliose  few  days,  too,  tlie  Kiuisians  inditstriously 
disscminnted  a  rc])ort  that  the  English  wouM  not  contest  with 
thorn  tlie  |)osses.sion  of  I'anjdeh  and  Maimena,  and  tliat  there- 
fore they  meant  to  occupy  lioth.  Tlie  Knssians,  of  course, 
had  not  the  slightest  ditliculty  almut  their  emissaries,  as  the 
Vulatan  Saruks  coidd  come  and  go  freely  lietwccn  Vulatan 
and  l*anjdeh ;  moreover,  the  »Samk  headmen,  in  tlio  int^^rvals 
of  their  visits  to  Colonel  Kidgeway  and  Captain  Yato,  usetl  to 
n^pair  to  Aimakjar  and  liear  (.*olonel  Alikhanoirs  view  of  Uio 
case.  During  this  ])eri<Kl  it  is  said  that  Alikhanoflf  sent 
thrcjitcning  messages  daily  into  Panjdeh ;  his  object,  of  amrm*, 
l»eing  80  to  alarm  them  tliat  they  would  break  out  and  |)er- 
])etrnte  some  deed  tliat  would,  in  tlieir  opinion,  ]>ropitiate  the 
itussinns.  What  form  such  an  outbreak  would  take  no  one 
cnidd  foretell.  The  Saruks  had  already  once  threatcncil  the 
safety  of  tlie  Afghan  garrison,  and  might  at  any  time  tlo  so 
again.  Hitherto  the  inthiencc  of  tlie  liritish  ofhcem  sent 
thore  had  ])reventeil  any  outbreak.  Ihit  as  the  Kussians  drew 
nearer  and  nearer,  the  diilicidty  of  contrvilling  them  increasi*«l. 
It  was  in  vain  to  assure  them  that  the  Kussiati  Govcniment 
had  promiscil  the  British  that  no  further  advance  would  lio 
made  on  tlieir  side,  and  that  tlieir  triNips  had  onlers  to  avoid 
a  colllMJon  with  the  Afghans.  The  Saniks,  with  a  sapicnctf 
and  insight  into  Russian  character  that  our  most  vetemn 
statesman  might  envy,  wei-e  not  to  lie  caught  in  any  such 
snare.  That  they  valuetl  those  assurances  at  their  pro|x*r 
Worth,  events  have  shown.  l(etwei*n  4  and  5  I'.M.  on  tlio 
25th,  the  Kussian  tnMips  came  in  sight  of  Ak*ta|ia,  and  en- 
campeil  l»etween  Kizil-tapa  and  the  river.  A  little  liufore 
4  I'.M.,  about  100  Vulatani  Saruks  in  the  itussian  tcrvioo  liad 
ridden  up  to  the  Afghan  position,  and  only  retired  when  tlicj 
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Uihl  tliat  if  tlK7  «tl\iincc«l  f«rtlK*r  tlicj  woiilci  be  firvil 
«|v*n.  Wlicn  i\%e  Uiiimmn  fcuro  arrivcil.  a  citltmcl  caitic  for- 
wani  ami  iuike«l  lo  mw  tlie  Naili  SaUr,  who  ci»itinian«U  tlie 
Af;:}uiii  force  at  Akta|«i.  Tlio  latter  iiifoniinl  liiitt  UmI 
Anrtliiti;:  lie  liftil  t«»  aaj  aliouM  be  aai«l  to  Ca|i(ain  Ynt<*,  tlie 
rp|itr«cntattve  of  tlie  llritiiili  (fovemiiirtit.  aikI  declinol  to 
^Md  liiin  akmr.  Tlic  cokmrl  tlieii  withtlrev,  reuiArkiiti;  tliai 
be  etprrttnl  to  nee  tliciti  Ui(h  tii  llie  moniiii;;— a  remark  that 
■ii;;lit  mean  aiiytliin;;. 

A*  «ni>n  a«  tilt*  Uu««iAii4  came  in  it^lit,  tlni  Af;:lmn  trrvf|ia 
IP4,  nn^Uf  tinun  ami  iK*rii|»icil  tin*  |«Milt«m  tlH*3r  lia«l  |>ffV|«inMl. 
TlM*r  ar«  il<*«rnl««l  a^  kiukiii;;  clit'rrful,  ami  by  iio  nitmii^ 
a|if«ff\*lKti*tve  t»f  tilt*  rv^tilt  of  mi  l*tt;^l;;l*tllt•llt•  It  in  wtirtli 
iN4in;;  tliat  tite  <lciiM*iiii«Kir  f^  tin*  Af;:liiiti  tnH*|»4  tnwnnU  iIhi 
llnti«li  ofhtx*r«  at  r«aiij«lfli  w.i^  itivan4bly  |ilt*st«iiit,  ror^lial, 
mmi  rv*|«tifiil.  llwy  wen*  •lft«*niiiiH^I  to  nnfii  tin*  tm  tlie 
KntAMti*  ••It  tin*  lint  ni'ti^tn  <»f  an  ntlvAnci*.  tin  tin*  U*ft  l«ink 
of  the  KliQftlik.  <  l«Mr  to  |*Ml-i-klii«liti,  wriv*  |«Mtt^l  iIk?  llemti 
c'a\alr^',  t«iu  pin*,  ami  iii*vt*rBl  t^iiii|«ihM*««  «>f  infantry  in  an 
imrt-mla^l  |««iti««i.  Si»iii«  ranala  <in  tin*  funn*  Jii«le  of  tlir 
l<^H^*.  ">*«l  tmiclic^  on  aoiiH*  ri*iii^  ;n^MiiHl  lialf-wny  t^.<iwivii 
tlic  l«>l;:e  aoti  Ak*ta|«i.  an*  aUti  «Kii*l  to  liti\i*  Uvn  ocTn|iit^l 
W  infantry.  Ak-la|<i  itai*tf  wa*  Im*I«I  by  tin*  KliA%«A«lar^  or 
trnvvbir  infantry  of  tin*  Cluili.ir  Ainiak.  Shih*  <I«»uU4  of  tin* 
tvliaUlity  ol  tlM?««)  bitt<*r  wi«n*  rntrrtaiiuHL  ap|Mn*iilly  with 
jii«€irr.  A  few  humlml  yanU  ii«rtli  of  rtil-i-khiAliti  ami  on 
tlir  Irft  lauik  of  tlir  Khn«lik.  a  tiiuill  mmiml  W4«  ht*l«l  br  two 
rucH|«inir«  c»f  Af;;lian  infantry  iiitn*urlir«L  TIm*  Af^liami  nv 
MMiiicvl  iM  ikff^tr  trruclic)!  ilttrinx'  tin*  wh«ik«  c»f  tlie  ni;;ht  ttf  llie 
2*'*llk  It  WA«  a  nii«rnal4«*.  o4<l.  rainy  ni;;ht.  ao  tliry  iuti<4 
Imi«c  MiHrfvil  mn*i*lrmUy.  t'af4ain  V.tte  nMie  tlown  fmtn 
i%Mi/lrli  to  Ak-ta|fli  lao  tin*  t*«min^  f*f  tlit*  *2Mh  ami  vtaiteil 
tW  Af;:lMUi  |»aMti>in.  In  tin*  rteiuiis;.  *m  lii«  i«*tani  fn«ii  Ak* 
U|A.  W  %iait«il  Jiima  I»lian.  the  rhirf  XlulU.  ami  hia  l*mclter 
iW  Kbabfa,  tiw  ummA  inHiirtitial  UMti  in  l*an|t|i*h.  ami  aim^  «i| 
iIm*  Uwtmrf  Kbalifa  ol  Mrtr.  Tliry  |imtitiar«l  t«»  |«TMMik*  tlie 
^afwka  to  fvwHiin  qnieC  ami  intrrlerv  iteitbrr  wiih  tlie  Itiieiiam 
mm  A§$jtmm§.     Howtrtt.  it  atwmnl  tmntm  tUaa  {ic^^bttUe  thnt 
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nny  efforts  At  ]K*rsuAsion  on  their  |inrt  vrotilil  prove  utterly 
inctVectual.  Xotwithstnniliii^  the  ]N)1itc  assurances  of  the 
.Finna  IhIhui  timt  *'  while  the  British  fln<{  is  flyin*;  over  us  we 
nre  happy  and  content/'  it  nii^^ht  be  safely  sunniseil  that  the 
sjf^lit  of  tlie  Hritisli  ila;^  wouhl  not  lon«;  counterlmlance  tlie 
presence  of  a  Kussian  army.  Tlie  Af^^han  estimate  of  that 
army  wjus  000  infantry  ami  300  cavalr)*.  Liter  re|K>rts  say 
that  U>fore  the  attack  on  the  20th  further  rcinfurcenients 
came  up.  A  Tckke  contin;;e,nt  was  also  pn^nitnt;  the  nunilicr 
of  r^uns  was  not  RiM.ritie(l.  The  Ktren^h  of  the  Af;;han  force 
can  1)e  Inst  cstimatnl  from  the  foHowini^  account  t>f  a  review 
held  hy  (lie  Xaih  S;ilar  in  h<»noiir  of  (*olonel  Ki<l;^way  lieforu 
his  <l(']»arture  from  Tanjdeh  : — 

"  yVf/n/VA/f,  lG//t  ^f^tr^h, — Tlie  Naih  S«ilar  hcM  a  review  of 
the  Aymn  tnM»]».s  at  Tanjilch  to-day  for  inM|H*ction  hy  Colonel 
lii<I;:('Wiiy.  Tlie  latter,  acc<im]ianie<l  hy  (*a]»tainM  Yate  ami 
|)e  bu'ssfie,  Ka/i  Mohammed  Aslam,  and  Stinlar  Sher  AhniiHl 
Kluin,  wviv.  nrrivcd  Uy  the  Xaih  Sihir  and  Valantush  Khan 
f^ainshidi,  (invrrnor  of  rmijdeh,  at  the  Xaih  Sidar's  tent  nt 
10..'iO  A.M..  whin*  tea  and  refreKhment**  wen^  Hi»r>XHl ;  while 
the  tr«Hi|i8,  inider  the  command  of  Ctencnil  (thauH-ml-ilin 
Khan,  were  )>ein^  drawn  np  in  line  imme<liately  lichind  their 
presont  position  on  the  nortliern  crest  of  the  plateau  between 
the  valleys  of  the  Khushk  and  tlie  Mur«;liah. 

"  (leneral  (Jhaus-ud-din  received  the  Xaih  Sahir  and 
Colonel  Kidj^cway  with  a  ;;eneral  salute,  standing  and  stdutinj; 
himself  in  front  of  the  line.  He  rcmainctl  on  f«M»t  after  the 
salute  was  over,  until  reque.ste<l  to  mount  hy  the  Xaih  Salar. 

"The  line  was  formc<l  from  ri;,'ht  to  left  as  follows:  (1)  A 
mule-hattery  of  4  hrass  .'J-ix»un«ler  monntain-<^uiM ;  (2)  a  tield- 
hattery  of  4  brass  G-iMmmler  smooth-lM»re  j^uns  ;  (.*i)  the  Kabul 
IJe^'iment  of  Infantry;  (4)  the  Kandahar  Itepment  of  In- 
faiitr}' ;  (5)  four  comimnies  of  Khassiulars  (Irrej^ulars);  (6)  the 
Kabul  i:e;4iment  of  Cavalry;  (7)  the  Ileniti  Irregular  Horse; 
(8)  the  Chalmr  Aimak  Irregular  Horse,  consisting  of  one 
8([uadrcm  Hazaras,  one  squadron  Jamshidis,  and  one  troop 
Firuzkuhis.* 

*  Of  th«  c(>rp«  here  enuiner»Ud,  Koe.  1 ,  2,  3,  4,  and  €  aloot  trt  etkl  %d  hm99 
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*  After  ri«liin«  down  tlie  line,  the  Xaib  Sahr  and  Oolooel 
Ili«l;?rwar  Umk  np  ii  piitition  in  fntnt,  and  tlie  f(»rce  mairhccl 
]««!  cm  thctr  war  tfi  qnarti*rm.  Tlie  marclt*|Kifl  wa«  a  ron^ih 
our,  \mi  creilitAlde  ctm^itlenn;:  that  ImU  of  tlie  trr«^  |ireieni 
lia«i  ne%*er  done  iioch  a  thin^  in  tlictr  livc«  licforr.  Hie  ntaie- 
l«tiri7  M  tlie  war,  an«l  went  pant  well,  one  divtiiion  on 
niak^,  the  «illier  on  |iotiie«;  tlie  latter  was  mpeciallj  goutL 
The  ftel«l-l4ittrrr  was  capitallr  hcvneil  and  lonke«l  «er%'iceal»le, 
krrf^n;;  di^anre  wvll  an  tliey  went  |ia<il.  Tlier  liad  no  line 
«tf  amniunitt*>n-wiip»r>*ni^  Tlie  Kalmli  rrpment.  alinoat  en* 
tirrlr  c^nniimril  of  I/>pir  men,  went  |«iat  a*  well  a*  could  lie 
et|iertr«l ;  l«t  tlie  iih^  hail  ik»  unif«»mi.  ami  are  «itilr  armeil 
with  Knfirl«l  rillt^  The  KiiiMlaltan  rrpiurnt  limi  iikcwite  no 
«nif««nti.  Ati«l  i«  otilr  lialf  armeil  with  KiitiekU,  the  rrniaimler 
with  •ii»n4h-l«ifra.  Ibith  tlie^  n^ntent^  went  \mM,  in  mx 
ri4ii|«anir«.  ench  «»f  wmie  rUt  fi)«iji.«.«  total  of  about  900  men. 
The  rv;:nlar  cavalrr  rr*^nient  kn«>wn  at  tlie  Sliahriyan  (Kin^s't 
thrnl  liepinrnt,  enliaeil  nt  Kalinl,  hnt  fmm  no  fwrtienlar 
Innliir.  Mlowdl  tlie  infiintrjr.  Thej  are  well  hornnl  and 
am4ttrt^l.  Imt  tliHr  caritint**  are  milj  Kalml-maile  unnioth* 
l«ifr<  Tlie  nH*n  appraml  to  l«  ^mI  material  Tliey  went 
pft*4  in  fnnr  liinailnint  of  iilvHit  .10  file«  each.  Aftrr  them 
ffdh^wnl  tlie  KltawiaiUn,  foar  companiea  i4  aonte  .10  filea 
each,  imnnl  aith  old  flint-hnka  and  weafuma  ol  all  aha|«a 
ami  makr^  Tlien  came  the  lli*niti  ami  C*haliar  Aimak  llofw, 
Imnpn;;  np  the  rt^r,  all  fairljr  monnteil,  Imt  ntterl)'  nndnlbd 
aad  latallj  armeiL" 

Fn«i  the  alim-e  ihracripiion  the  atreni:th  of  tlia  Af;rfian 
fnerp  at  IVi^jileh  mar  l«  pnt  dimn  at  abrmt  1?00  infantry, 
WlO  raialrr.  and  rt;:ht  ptna.  In  fad  thej  Un  little  ticeaded 
the  Hniian  liwre ,  and  when  the  coatraal  of  arma,  drill,  asd 
diicudini  ia  taken  into  cvanidcratiuA,  il  ia  obviona  tliai  a 
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ccssful  resistance  to  a  liussinn  attack  was  not  to  be  hoped  for. 
It  appears,  moreover,  from  the  Afglian  version  of  the  cn[:a<*e- 
ment,  tliat  a  body  of  Tekko  levies,  armed  with  IScnlan  rifles, 
took  }>art  in  the  attack  on  tlie  Knssiau  side. 

On  the  2Gth  March,  Captain  Yate  went  down  to  Ak-ta^m 
and  had  a  meeting  in  the  afternoon  witli  Colonel  Zakrchew- 
ski,  Komarofrs  Chief  of  tlie  Staff.  lYevions  to  this  meetin;^' 
lK)th  Afghans  and  Saruks  were  much  excite<l  and  anxious  to 
attack  the  Ihissians.  The  fact  of  this  inter\'iew  appears  to 
have  exercised  tom])orarily  a  quieting  and  reassuring  intlu- 
euce  c»u  the  Afghans  and  Saruks.  But  Kussian  action  itself 
speedily  di$])el]ed  that  short-lived  illusion.  With  Captain 
Yate  were  Captain  de  Liessoe,  I)r  Owen,  Kazi  Mohanime<I 
Aslnm,  and  Sardar  Slier  Ahmed  Khan.  Colonel  Zakrchewski 
was  attended  by  a  large  nundier  of  junior  oflicers.  Tlie 
]>ritish  olhcers  were  courteously  received,  and  invitccl  to 
luncli.  Meauwliilo  the  Cossacks  on  one  side,  and  the  sowars 
of  tlie  lltli  IVngal  lancers  on  the  other,  had  sliaken  liands 
(not  on  the  Oxus  but  on  the  Murghab)  and  taken  stock 
of  eacli  (ttlier.  The  Kussian  officers,  it  is  snid,  were  nmch 
struck  by  the  iHiaring,  jth^siquCf  and  sohlierly  ap]iear- 
ance  of  the  11th  IWngal  Lancers  escort.  And  well  they 
miglit  be.  However,  it  is  well  known  that  good  judges 
have  pronounced  our  finest  Indian  cavalr}'  to  be  ecpial  to 
that  of  most  Continental  Powers.  It  does  not  appear  thai 
any  imictically  satisfactory  result  came  of  this  interview. 
The  IJussian  "  pretensions "  put  forwanl  are  ilescribc^l  as 
"  extravagant,"  and  sucli  as  could  not  for  a  moment  lie  en- 
tertained. At  parting  on  tlie  2Cth,  Captain  Yate  invite«l 
Colonel  Zakrchewski  and  the  otlier  Kussian  ofhcers  to  a  a»ld 
collation  on  the  following  day.  Tlie  offer  was  acceptetl.  Tlie 
site  selected  for  this  friendly  interchange  of  civilities  was 
"  in  fn:>nt  of  the  Afghan  veilettes,  who  are  only  a  few  yanls 
from  the  Cossack  outivosts."  Sutliciently  suggestive  this. 
Whether  this  collation  was  ever  partaken  of  by  the  Hussian 
ofticers,  and  whether  the  political  discussion  of  which  it  was 
but  the  medium  ever  t4X>k  place,  has  not  yet  transpireiL  On 
the  1st  April  the  whole  of  the  Commission,  except  General 
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LsaBsileii,  Colonel  llkh^vwiir,  ami  Uie  mvalrr.  who  wers  nil 
pfuTtileil  with  luiilc  (niit^trt.  itArtcil  f«>r  tlw  liri<l::e  ovtT 
the  Hun  Kml  At  Tiqiul,  whfit*  it  arnvnl  on  tlw  lUl  A\m\. 
Tbe  first  utmrli  was  to  tlw  top  of  tin*  Au-fuiHil  Tam  (et|;lit 
miW— tlie  Au-ta5«l  u  a  wry  eaM*  |>ftM),  the  nudHKl  ti>  i  'lui%h« 
ma-i-«la  (11  wika),  ainl  the  thini  toTiq*iil  ('J4  ttiiU*s>.  T)m 
freatln*?  was  fi»r  tlie  Unl  thin}'-<ii\  iKnin  a  iiiif*ci*«»toit  of 
thnntlmtiinitt,  Ih^vj  rain,  ami  liaiL  It  14  |ii»uhn;;  hanl 
•ow.  TIm!  l^lnj«Wh  ami  KaUih-i-iiuiur  |iarti«Mi  wi-rv  to  liavo 
n^achctl  (tulmn  }'t*fttcnla3r,  ami  then  tin.*  wlH»li*  wen*  to  inarvit 
fnun  (tulnin  t«»-4Ur.     We  exfnvt  them  Iktv  to  im»rT«»w. 

SiMce  wt*  left  ttttlran  tlio  f«»llowin;«  iiif(iniuiti«»u  aUmt  tlie 
fi;:ht  tliat  Uftk  |4aix*  on  tlic  .lOth  li^ui  «lnhhle«l  iHit.  T\w  l«tt»- 
MJDft  arv  ULhi  t<»  liave  ihiiinmh'*!  tin?  withdmwal  of  iIk*  Af^lian 
tn»^«  fnun  tlie  }H«iti«>ii  %ii<»t  of  l^il-i-khi^hti.  TIh*  Af;:luiiia 
n*faiH*«l  to  wttlMlraw.  Tlie  KiiMitan«  tlnrn  attockeil.  Aceonl- 
iti;:  to  an  Af^lian  n*|w*f1«  iIh*  atltH-k  wa»  ci»mmriice«l  \*y  \\hs 
Trkkr  le%iea.  Tlirtt*  frll  l«i<*k  UM«ler  the  Af^tan  fin*,  ami 
tlirn  thf*  l(iit*ian  infantry  i»|«*m*«l  fin>  ami  ailvam>*<l.  Tin; 
Af;:lian  n^^ance,  aci^«nlin^  i**  n'|*iifti»  \mm^\  on  ft(lH*r  tlian 
Af;:lwin  MatemmtA.  %ia«  \erT  MuhUini.  <M*m*nil  <iluiii*-it«N 
•hn  Klian  ma*  wiKimlnl.  T«i<>  ei>tn|«iiiH*!i  <if  tin*  Af;Huin* 
Kim*  ktllcxi  to  a  man  in  iIm*  iteodH*^.  K\HU*nllv  llie  thick  «il 
ihr  Ii;;hlin2;  t<a>k  \4m^  <hi  iIm*  left  l^ink  o|  tlic  Khu%hk  ai 
iVli-kluftliti.  Kimillx  iIk*  Af^'luint  «ien*  o«nii4eirlv  nmtefl, 
ami  fvcn»itnl  ti>«AnU  Mannluik.  TIh*  llfiti«li  oltKvm.  wIhi^ 
ni  cii«rM*«  wvfv  onhrfnl  to  kei-p  ak»»f  fnmi  tlie  fi^htii^  n^- 
iiiiMwl  to  tee  tlie  i^ne  thert^^f.  ami  «i*ciie  luntn  after  tiM 
Af;:Uaii«  were  <lrfrate<l,  witlnln^w  Uy  tlie  Khu«lik  \n\U?y  to  jtkn 
Ca|<aui  Heatii  ami  hU  racoft  ol  TK)  aahrv^  at  KaUh-i^maur. 
It  m  Mofv  than  anqmsin;;  that  tlie  Sanik«  a|it»tir  to  lia\« 
kcf4  aioul  fnj«i  the  fi|*htin;:«  ft  liavr  mntlier  im4eateil  mif 
pMfMMil  Um  i«lnBatin$;  Af|;liana,  mw  inteflm«l  in  iiuj  wajr 
Willi  %hm  Itrittali  otftretm.  Tlie  l*an/*lrh  party  i%  vaNl  to  ha%^ 
Ml  Um  aenwol  artnni  abont  ninl^hij.aml  ao  tloithlleaa  hml  to 
wfmmi  a  rmrj  airnM^hU  coU  rmtnj  nigbi  on  tha  hkmk  tkmL 
Thay  laali  anl/  3|  Uaja  lo  ttnch  (•aiimA. 


\ 
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in  m  pmiiioii  to  ilrftfnil  ilm  Ak-rnWt  iViiit.  I  nuij  ttatc  cmco 
fur  all  thftt  ilirre  Are  mi  iiiaity  amy  jnuitcs  over  Uio  rAmpt- 
tttisiu  (Itiii  to  ilcfrtHl  Aiij  one  in  iiiiputMhle.  Man)'  |«e<»ple 
•trtn  to  believe  thai  we  lia\*c  1400  or  1500  fi;;iitin;;  men  Kere ; 
«re  )ta%*e  imc  500.  Nor  have  we  any  pinti ;  iHir,  if  we  liail. 
have  We  any  |aMiti«in  f<ir  ilifni.  Itcmt  itm*lf  ia  cmtAiilrreil 
aintctial»le ;  ami  tlianka  to  On*  Amir,  wIhi  will  iH*i  allow  a 
llriti4i  cilticer  within  ei^ht/rnvflAfof  timt  lity,  n«i  intreiiclM^I 
{•••tti(«  lia«  Unm  |in*|«in'iL  Hj  the  hy,  t  niHh*nititiMl  tlmt  tla* 
Auiir't  vi«it  to  Imlia  haa  \tcvn  ki*|»i  a  |»Mf<HiiHl  avt-rvi  in 
Herat.  Tlie  Xail»>ul-liuknnial  akme  in  niuI  to  \m  aware  of 
it.    T1ii«,  lit»fit*%'er,  may  U*  rvpinleil  nn  tkitiUfuL 

Tlie  Um,  l*ni  not  tlie  lenM,  thin;^  tlmt  wc  luive  IfX  hy  oitr 
inaciinit,  in  i\w  mtiBileiico  <»f  tlie  Af^ltan*.  TlN*y  my  ii«>w 
tliat  We  tktv  atsHtt  to  flh*<iert  tlii*nt,  a^  tite  ISuMtana  ih^ncrUM 
tlirtii  in  1M7H.  Tliey  are  nM;n7  ^'^^*  ***  *'^'  »n«|»icioit^ 
Kait  Naail-uilHlin  ia  aaiil  t<i  lia\'e  o|ii*nly  ilvclan^il  thai  we 
lia*l  nti  rt;;hi  to  t*;^;  tlieni  ••!•  to  ti;*hl  ila*  IhiM^iana,  ami  tlien 
ttrttlier  >*in  in  tlw  li;;hi  ihit  jrive  tlie  Af^lMit  tn«>|ia  p««l 
nflle«  to  li;:hi  wttlu  Wimkl  iJiai  we  ImmI  ilieni  to  ^five  1  We 
are  |«%»lfil*ly  in  m«ife  iUn;.n*r  ihiw  fnun  tlieir  rv^mtnK'iit  tluin 
«r  lia«r  liv«ft  at  any  titm*  niiice  we  cnvMol  tlic  llvlnmiHl  near 
Uinllar.  Krvu  tlie  llomti  tnio|t«  k«»k  a«kanc«  at  u«,  ami 
a»k  mhy  we  are  niakin;;  track*  tlie  wnm;:  way.  ll«*w  tlien 
al««it  tlie  Kalailu  f  Aa*  tlit*v  likelv  n<*w  to  welomie  ti«  a« 
thctr  frlkiW-^kfriKlera  of  Herat  f  Tlie  fait  ia.  tliat  a  <U*letia* 
«4  llrrat  arrm«  ihiw  |io|K*tc«a.  Tin*  rv|*»rt«  My  tliat  tlie 
lUttMM  liave  4O00  men  ami  CO  pina  at  H«irakh«,  ami  '1700 
mm  ami  Mmie  ignw^  at  Xlerv.  It  a|i|«c«ri  tliat  a  |«irtioii  of 
thr  rrtnf€ifv%*meuta  frum  TnrkiMan  liave  lireti  M*nt  on  fnmi 
Urrt  to  Karakha.  Now  what  liave  %re  or  the  Aftfliana  U* 
•lt***t  %0  ihtm  9  Had  tlie  Ctovemment  acted  with  |inim|<i- 
tmW.  W9  mijrlii  erm  miw  haw  hatl  6000  men  in  Hetmt  ami 
^JMO  mora  tm  the  rt«il  «|i  llm  fur  all  %re  know  brre,  aa 
ya(  mn  oM  man  haa  left  Qnatta.  In  three  weeka  at  tlie 
the  Knaaiiwi  ean  ent«r  Merat.  If  Ki^cUml  deelanaa 
they  wtU  nmni^y  do  an.    XoUaing  aa  inaier  for  thmn 
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IW  nercMttr  c»f  fort*iiitf  Ohs  UritUli  n*|irvAi*ttUiivr  ami  hit 
putjT  tni|tiit  lViiij«lclt.  lint  rit|i(iiin  Viite  f»)ii*wc«l  iiitvtittfHMi 
c4  Imltliii;;  lii«  own  tlN*n\  if  fimiiililt*.  Wo  i<aii  iliereffwv 
uttilrtvUiHl  mlij  (ftMirml  K(»ttiiin»IT  «lcliiyi«il  iii*ii<liii;;  tlic  c^'^tit 
Ik  %Uh*U  (*ii|4iiiii  Vau*  nukctl,  himI  in  tin*  imtinUiiic  un^nl 
tlie  Simk«  tA  ujit*  tlirtHitii  t«i  iiHlii(*«  liim  t<i  Ukc  lii^  (It*- 
|4irttirp.  rii|iCiiiii  Vatt*  tihiiimtt*ly  fiNiiHl  liiiii%*lf  •»l4i;^?tl  to 
iiiil»*lniw. 

•  hi  Nirival  at  Tiqnil  wr  f<itiit«l  i'«i|4»iu*l  Slowart.  Mnj«»r 
llt4«lirli.  «it<|  i*«|»tiiiii  iM.n*  tlirftN  It  Wii*  ;,viK'nilly  U*lii.*vt««l 
llial  tliry  w«to  ;:«hii;:  t«*  m^Un^  aii«l  iiitr\*m*h  a  |a»«iiif>ii  mtir 
lltt.it.  TlH*ir  i*ii;ntMHfiii;;  t^itiiiu  lia^  Uvti  Ittiiiti^il  t«»  tlu*  Tv* 
[«iinti*^'  ••(  tlw  Tiqnil  IitkI*^?.  r.i|itniii  l5n«'^Uifli  i*  Im^ix*. 
Im^iii;:  ntiiriK'il  (hmii  lii^  ^rt^^ltnci^-al  tn|i  in  tin*  IVr»inn  liilK 
('«|4.iin  TallaiC  in  Mill  in  l*i't«iii 

1  «|i*itil«|  lik«*  l«i  lia\t*  t(*l«l  y«Mi  M»tn«*lliih;:  •»(  ilio  ;:n<t*tiitt*^a 
«»il  fr\'«)iiM*«4  t*l  tilt*  tfHinin'  %i<*  luw  int\i*rti*«l  fnnn  iiulnin 
!••  Tir|«il— 4»f  llw  rriiii«»tti.  w-lltiw,  an*!  «i|lK«r  o»l«iMft'«l  tnli|«. 
|Im»  •|<>itiiiit^  n^ifiriHU,  tin*  l*vk  •»r  ;pirli«\  iIh*  f\«i'llfnl  vi%,i»* 
ul4i*  nalk'**!  in  r«*rkMn  :trtJkL\  tlit*  wiM  rlmUirK  tin*  ntu»li- 
r*4H.  binI  iiMny  HlM*r  ««»iHk*r«  «•(  iIn*  Kiii«I  iluit  wi*  «itt;;lit 

•i«lt  .  «li«l  ttf  I  In*   |it.iliV  i^ki  l**rt;,9   Ainl    irtt;:ali«*fl  rlulltlH*U  '4 

tlir  ttnlrjii  |4ain«  iiH*iu<*ni«M  «*f  ii«  am  h  iii  |«%«i|«*rity.  TIm* 
lart  i«.  lilts  rvitiMin  t«  a  natnrul  Vf.MiiMi-pink'tt.  Il«iwe%vr, 
tlw  |*4iii««l  laiMtHHi  iM^rv.  |m  iiiy  hiimi.  <|nitt«  il«i*irf4  all 
U44iiiiiiil  inii'n*»i«.  mliirli  I  nM%  «^iMr  Uww  in  iIm*  liaiabi 
§4  nur  UrfanM.  mlm  ik«*«  ih4  lK*»itatt*  !•»  a«iiiiit  lliat  in  lii« 
rtr«  tkr  ('«tiiral  A*un  i|tit*«li«iti.  lHinj«k*li.  Ili*nit,  ami  Mai* 
MMtM.  ami  iIm*  Mi|in*imirr  •*!  Kti^Uml  *<€  ltn«tM  in  .\«l4,  (in* 
Maltrri  «al  to  liiiM  l4tt  ft«^-4in;*  intf*r\*«t  ami  iiu|»<tamv.  F*ir 
hum  Ihrrr  t»  *H¥6  Yilal  iiiirfv^l^ilir  futilM*ninr0  of  tlie  m*i4e 
«MKii  f4  buCaajr.  St  lie  |*v«>«  ft<  m  bm*  ilry  tiar.  vttli  iW 
\Mrf  ol  tlw  Hah  It'mi  a*  a  m*kl  for  IvHanical  rr^mirli. 

If  %hm  M  iii«taiil  «a%  a  %t'rT  uu|»lea«ant  tUy,  mili  it*  lliun- 
^iHoiia.  rsitt.  ImU.  ami  UaMrmtit  blaau.  iW  4ih  naa  taii- 
MUl/  wvfie.     It  nuMil  all  llie  ni^i  ol  the  3il,  ami  ilia  wukI 
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n*cw  chillier  niid  cliillier,  niul  Inxt  ni^rlit  the  rain  liecniiic 
snow.  We  thou<;ht  often  of  tlio  ]Nirty  wv  lind  left  liehiml  at 
(riilran,  nnd  of  the  ntill  more  hnnlly  \\f*vi\  n^fu;^H.*8  fn»ni  Tanj- 
(leh.  Ihit  we  little  th<»u;;ht  what  they  really  were  auireriu;;. 
Surely  we  had  Uuter  have  lieen  at  Taigdeh  ami  fought  the 
IiU.s.sian.s.  We  nii;^'ht  have  ItMt  more  heavily,  hnt  in  a  lietler 
cause.  It  is  <le)>hirahle  that  such  a  <lii«iu»ter  kIiouM  lia|i|iun  at 
tliis  niomcnt.  We  nil  feel  that  it  has  lieen  hani  enou;;h  to 
retreat  nt  all,  hut  to  have  to  emulate  the  nrtrent  from  Mas- 
cnw  is  addiu;^'  injury  to  insult.  It  in  ditlienlt  to  May  where 
our  list  of  ohli;rationH  to  the  (ShuUtcmian  Cahinet  will  i«to|i. 
When  the  Oulran  ]»arty  n*aclied  the  nioitih  of  tlio  An-satitl 
Tass,  tlu'y  found  it  a  HW(»llen  rnnnin*;  8tream,  with  a  lieil  of 
soft  nnid  into  which  horses,  mules,  and  |K»nies  sank  fleep  and 
llouiMleriMl.  The  horsi»s  of  the  cavalry  could  with  dillicully 
strn;;;ile  ihiiiu^^h  it,  so  ynu  may  inni;(ine  Imw  it  nirt*ctc<l  tlie 
niuK's.  The  watrr  was  hitterly  c*ohl,  the  wind  |iim*in^;  the 
lailcii  animals  ke]>t  tlt»underin<;  and  fallin;; — the  drivers  had 
to  ]»ailille  alNuit  in  the  water,  an«l  mnmi  liecuimc  half  ]mmlyse«l 
with  rnlfi.  When  the  to))  of  the  An*siili«l  l*a!«s  wan  ruaclHHl 
hy  (ieiitTul  Luinsden,  tin*  main  tiody  of  the  cavalry,  ami  others, 
the  win<l,  irresiM'ctive  of  its  hitterness,  and  tliu  smiw  ond 
siret  that  acc(»mpanie<l  it,  was  si»  ]Miwerfid  that  it  hlew  (ten- 
end  Lums<len  and  his  horse  oil*  the  |iath  down  a  Htee|i  Imnk. 
Fortunately  nrither  was  much  the  worst!  ftir  iu  It  was,  in 
fact,  just  all  that  man  and  horst;  coultl  do  to  iitni«;^le  a^^inst 
the  vinliMK'c  of  the  wind.  It  was  then  ]»ro)Misc<l  to  Imit  ami 
('a:u)»  in  the  first  shettereit  s|Mit  come  to.  For  nome  inex|>li- 
(Nihle  reason  it  was  (hrided  in  *fo  fm  to  Chashmu-i-Malix.  ]ia«l 
they  cam]H'd  in  the  Au*Katid  Pass  many  livi*}i  would  luivp 
Wvu  savni.  Startin;^'  fnan  (iulran  at  7.30,  the  cavalry  rcacJitNl 
Chas]niia-i-sal»z  early  in  the  aflenHNUi.  Arrival  there,  tliey 
and  all  the  otUeers,  the  native  att'trfi/n,  and  othem  with  tlieiu, 
f«»und  themsi>Ives  without  servants,  without  food,  witliout 
tents,  and  nothin;:  to  drink  hut  muddy  water,  (^|»tain  Heath 
ami  Lieutenant  Wri;:ht  starte<l  Imek  with  some  sowara  ainl 
iMinies  to  hrin;:  in  helpless  stra^'lers.  They  went  l«ck  ilireo 
or  four  miles,  and  havin*:  then  pickeil  up  oa  many  mon,  utteiijr 


334  APOHAX   raOXTIEB  COM  MISSION. 

|ioiffeilcni  ami  •niiic  «lyinj:,  nn  Uie  piinies  cf»itl<l  cairj,  tliejr  re- 
tmiMBil  to  mill  p.  Tlie  men  of  Uio  1  lih  IWn;:fil  Ijiticen  Mm  veil 
•«lminililj  llirmi^lnrnt.  A  nntiilicr  of  tlicm  cniiio  into  cnrnp 
s1mh«I  |«irmlyac«l  with  coM,  nii«l  were  tcMiilvil  Mml  CArcil  for  lijr 
their  comnulat  witli  tlio  ^titcst  kiiulufsa.  Many  men  were 
«ren  to(k*|inve  tliemwh'ofl  of  the  wnnu  cloiliin^  Uiey  ao  much 
nenletl,  to  p%*e  it  to  their  luflenng  fellow-aohlienw  Tliey  \uu\ 
Iwt  one  tent  anions  titcm,  ami  tlirmi;;hoat  the  ni};lit,  it  in 
Miifl,  tliey  took  it  turn  aUmt  l*y  ten^  at  a  time  to  sit  in  thia 
tent.  Slcefi  tliere  was  none,  neither  for  officer  nor  man,  ex- 
rrpt  tlie  iile«*p  of  «lcfitli,  ami  tliat  waa  only  voaclmafeil  to  a 
few.  Tliat  many  nati^-ea  pmyeil  for  it,  I  liave  little  doubt 
ItntoQA  are  not  ao  fomi  of  ileath  aa  all  that.  Such  iier\*anta 
ami  ayrr^  aa  Itad  come  in  were  cither  proatrate  ami  nnmbevi 
—in  fart  "crumplctl  up** — with  cold,  or,  aa  it  wa^  ;:ni|ihically 
rxprr«ieil,  aliivcring  and  cliatteriii;;  iiliota.  After  atnuo  aeorch 
it  was  fcntml  tliat  a  few  mulen  with  tenta  ha«l  ilni^^ifleil  in.  Two 
or  three  ol  tlM*m  wen*  pvcti  to  the  aowan  and  Persian  mule* 
fln^Tni  aml/<f  rnrf «Arj,  ainl  in  two  small  itioiinUiiml«ittery  tents  a 
«loflDen  olhcert  hn<klle«l.  F«»r  f«ioil  tliov  Imd  lialf-anUixen  bia- 
rvits,  a  quarter-loaf  of  liriT^id.  and  a  siiinll  |»iece  of  tinnol  liecf. 
That  ts  all  the  f«M«l  tliey  tastevl  fniiu  8  a.m.  ycAtenUy  to  2  r.M. 
tc»^lay.  Any  small  «|uantity  of  %nne  ami  spirits  tliat  was  a\*aih 
aide  was  n<i«T>*i;«l  exclusively  for  tlie  use  of  tlie  exitausieil 
ami  bmaml«il  nativea.  The  crdd  was  intense,  tJie  lloort  of 
tlie  tents  were  pmldlet,  ami  tlie  vi«ih*nt  wind  rvpeate«lly  drew 
the  pe;:s.  Almost  e%*ery  doi;  in  camp  ilit**!  that  ni^it.  Xine, 
it  is  satil,  trade  refups  in  one  of  the  othd^rs'  tenta,  tlicrehy  |ift*- 
aerriii;;  their  own  li\es  ami  kee[i«ii;:  tlieir  owner*  warm,  Aa 
for  thoae  poiir  fellows  who  IumI  no  tents,  they  by  down  any« 
where  in  a  fmJkitm  Idanket  or  a  ntttm^k,  or  in  tlieir  onlinary 
cWhta^  and  paaaoil  tlie  ni;;lit  aa  Icat  tliey  cfmkL  Tba 
MMMb  stood  eCiu^riAg  awl  aliiverin;:.  emlilleil  aa  they  oama 
ni  awl  withovi/IWs,  amne  wamletinij  away  in  tlie  niglit  in 
ol  food  and  pelting  loat.  Those  that  wrf«  aocmvly 
tsraad  their  taila  to  the  aoow  ami  bitini;  bUai ;  next 
tlMir  uUa  were  a  banch  ol  iciclea.  In  the  morning 
poor  Mloiea  who  had  to  paaa  the  night  in  tlie  opta  air 
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were  found  covered  with  snow.    General  Ltimsden  was  mit 
nt  5  A.M.  on  the  5th  to  see  what  could  be  done,  both  to  aid  and 
rescue  stra«^'glers,  and  succour  those  who  hatl  lain  out  all  ni<:ht 
in  the  cold.     As  one  of  the  oflicers  siud,  when  they  first  went 
round  in  the  early  momin<^  anion^  the  ft^ires  lyin;r  motionless 
on  the  ground,  some  silent,  some  moaning,  they  shuddered  to 
tliink  tliat  half  of  them  might  be  dead.    Oeneral  Lumsclcn 
tlid  all  in  his  power  to  assist  ami  relievo  the  miserable  natives. 
Subadar  Mahomed  Husaiu  Khan  nianagi*d  to  collect  wooil, 
light  a  tire,  and  make  some  tea.    Here  all  in  distress  were 
welcome,  and  having  had  a  wann  and  a  cup  of  tea,  retired  in 
favour  of  tlie  next  batch.    Three  men  were  found  dead  in  the 
morning,  and  many  others  were,  it  is  feared,  frost-bitten.    Lai^ 
nundKTs  were  missing,  including  some  sowars.    Many  horses 
were  foimd  <lciui.    It  is  hoped  (but  almost  against  hope),  how- 
ever, that  most  of  those  missing  will  tuni  up  again  all  right. 
It  was  decided  this  morning  that  some  of  the  otKcers  should 
remain  1>ehind  and  collect  baggage  and  stragglers,  while  tlie 
remainder  should  come  on  here  and  send  off  S(»mc  food,  wood, 
blankets,  wine,  spirits,  &c.,  &c.,  for  those  left  at  Chaslima*i- 
sabz.      Captain   Yate,   l)r    Owen,  and    Lieutenant  Wright 
stopped   l)ehind.      Sir   Peter  Lumsden,  Colonel    Ititlgeway, 
Captain    r>arrow.   Major    Kax,  Captain    Heath,    Licuteimnt 
Dnunmond,  and  a  i)ortion  of  the  cavalry  and  Mr  Merk,  came 
on  licre.     On  their  arrival,  some  Afghan  sowars  with  wine, 
spirits,  nnd   tinned  stores  were  sent  olV;  and   Major   ISiiwI 
soon  nftcr  dcs])atchcd  fuel  and  rations.     Hut  the  latter  cannot 
arrive  till  to-morrow.     I  very  nmch  fear  we  have  twi  heanl 
the  worst  of  this  disaster  yet.     U  the  exposure  lias  told 
severely  on  the  British  and  native  othcers,  and  cavalry  and 
others,  who  were  well  clad  and  mounted,  wliat  must  lia\'e 
been  the  effect  of  it  on  the  followers  ?    Such  a  disaster  is 
particularly  sad  at  this  moment,  and  has  naturally  exercised 
a  deeply  depressing  inHuence  on  all  of  us.     Wo  wlio  liod 
marched  up  here  with  the  loss  of  but  two  men,  wlu)  through- 
out the  severe  winter  at  Bala  Muighab  and  the  trying  march 
thence  to  Oulran  had  lost  two  or  three  men  at  mott,  haYe 
now  at  one  fell  swoop  lost  perhaps  five  or  six  times  that  num* 
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to  iiteittinti  kit,  ofHcc-reconU,  tetitA.  Arc,  Scc^  which 
Muij  fir  uMj  not  he  recovcrviL  CapUin  fic  Lucsnoe  went  to 
Koh)«ii  thrert  to  request  Uie  Af^luin  odiciaU  to  tencl  out  m 
petty  to  Aftiitt  in  rponvennj;  iMifQ^nps  and  ttni*9;lcre.  Our  own 
tnin»|Mirt  lies  aIm  pmc  out  It  is  a  most  Innientiihh)  ini^ilieii, 
mm\  at  this  moment  we  can  ill  aflttnl  to  hwe  eitlier  men  or 
arms.  Fcirtuiiately  tlic  ammunition  was  saveil.  It  is  the 
Mofv  lawentalile,  as  it  mi^ht  have  lieen  a\xH«le«l  hy  ciun|Mng 
ritlHT  at  Uie  f<iot  or  ncnr  the  tf>|i  «tf  tlie  Au-sali<l  I'ass. 

Aa  none  of  tlie  f»flicrn  wlio  wvro  at  raig«irh  (hinn|{  tiie 
enpi^jettaent  of  tlie  30th  ultimo  luive  yet  arrivi^l,  Imt  little 
frrsh  news  lias  tranK|iiiv«l.  (>n  tlie  29th,  CafKain  Vate  ha<l  an 
intenrirw  with  tlie  Kusaiana,  ami  iliiring  that,  nothini!.  it 
»^cms,  was  sai*!  to  imply  tliat  an  attack  wouhl  lie  niaile  next 
flay.  Hie  kry  of  tlie  Af;;han  pi«iti4>n  was  tlie  trenches  on 
tlie  Irft  l«ink  of  llie  Khushk.  Nm  (tnlv  for  tactical,  Init  also 
fur  fioltticnl  rtniMms,  it  cvuhl  not  liee^acuateil  as  the  Uussiaiia 
t«*«|iie(ilt^L  N<4  only  w«hiI«I  such  an  act  liave  U*en  viewi'^il  hy 
t\m  Seniks  m  a  <listinct  pniof  tliat  tlie  Af;:lian<i  were  about  to 
rHire  l«forv  tlie  Kusnians,  hut  it  is  also  Mi«l  thnt  the  Af^rluin 
oeuniamler  himself  statc«l  tliat  his  own  men  in  tlH*ir  prt*si*nt 
trtii|«-r  wiiulil  not  staml  it;  mo  tlM*rv  tlM*y  n*nuiim«il.  Hie 
attaik  commencnl  early  on  tlie  m«»miii;;  of  tlie  CUItli.  mhI 
|jislt<«l  Isirrly  half  an  lionr.  Hie  Af;:hjiii«  liail  l«en  out  all 
ni;Hit  in  iIm*  trmciies.  ami  wrre  wet  ami  ctikl.  T1it*ir  nHrs  ami 
aMmnnit itm.  at  ihi  timrs  of  tlie  Umt,  wt*re  m»t  impr^t\eil  Uy 
r\\nmmfr  to  tlie  mm.  It  is  aai«l  tliat  tlie  Af;:lMn  lire  was  in 
ei«M«c|urttre  «|Uitt*  ineflective.  It  couhl  lie  ra%ily  ilulinpitahfil 
from  that  ol  tlie  lttt%Mans,  w1h»  tirr«l  ni|tiil  %'i»llrys,  while  that 
t4  the  Af;4«sn«  vas  likenni  to  tlie  tirv  «if  a  «erti«in  tirin;;  imie- 
iMMiketttly.  Hie  Tekke  ca\slry  lr«l  tlic*  KusAiiin  attark,  ami 
wkm  iwsr  tlic  Af;:lisn  tfmrlH«<i  wlierlnl  ontwanU  ri^rlit  ami 
lrlt«  mnmliif^  the  liiiai»iiin  inf«intry  a«h*amin}t  Hm*  latter 
imiMMltatrly  o|w*tieil  tirr.  ailvanrtn;!  «ll  tlie  timr,  sml  finally 
camfU  the  trmrhcs  with  tlie  laiyonet.  T«o  ct4n|sinir«  ctf 
Af;:leuM  umlrr  a  ci4<aiiel,  on  tlie  Irft  of  tlirir  |v«iticm.  were 
ktUeU  U9  a  MMMi.  Hie  rrmaimler  retrvatrtl  with  some  loss 
tW  ln%i  at  INU-i-khiahti    Tbete  a|»|«ar«  u»  have  hecii 
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little  or  no  ellort  iiimlt!  to  lioUl  any  of  tliG  ]iositions  near  Ak- 
tapa.  In  fact,  donlitful  as  they  were  a«  to  the  behaviour  of  iho 
Saruks,  it  was  scarcely  to  be  ex])ccte(l  that  the  Af^^hans  c«mlil 
fij^'ht  with  confiilenoc.  Indewl  it  was  fnmi  the  first  a  fon*- 
p^onc  conclusion  in  favour  of  the  Uussians.  Cieneral  Lunis<lcn 
adviseil  the  Afghans  to  resist  a  further  Russian  advance,  nnti 
Lord  Granville  expressed  his  ap]>roval  of  that  advice.  iVc- 
suinably  the  latter  was  not  aware  tliat  to  op|Mise  the  Aff^han 
troops  unaided  to  Russians  was  a  mere  sacrifice  of  life.  IVc- 
suniably  he  did  not  consi<ler  that  the  defeatetl  Afghans  would 
turn  upon  an<l  upbraid  us  for  telling  them  to  fight,  and  thou 
leaving  tlieni  in  the  lurch.  What  do  Afghans  know  of  dipl(»- 
matic  procrastination,  or  rather  of  supineness  and  indecision 
cloaked  under  the  garb  of  diplomacy  ?  The  Ssiniks  on  the 
whole  lx>havcd  well ;  and  for  this  wo  have  to  thank  the  in- 
lluencc  exercised,  first  by  Colonel  Kidgcway,  and  during  the 
critical  i>eriod  preceding  the  finah,  by  Captain  Yate.  Tlie 
Russians  did  not  attempt  to  pursue  the  Afghans,  nor  did  tlie 
Sarnks  molest  them  in  anv  war.  The  Rriti.Hh  oflicers  with- 
drew  alx>ut  mitUlay,  some  five  hours  after  the  fight,  when 
Captain  Yate  fouml  his  iM>sition  no  longer  tenable,  carrying 
with  them  all  their  kit,  only  to  h»se  the  greater  part  of  it  a 
few  days  later  on  the  Au-safid  Pass.  They  marchetl  fnMu 
ranjdeh  to  Gulran  in  le^^s  than  four  days ;  the  disUmce  is  over 
100  mile^.  Captain  Heath  and  his  escort  waited  for  tlie 
Tanjdeh  juirty,  and  then  retired  with  them.  Mr  Merk,  who 
had  been  to  Tanjdeh  on  the  20th,  left  on  the  morning  of  the 
30th,  as  soon  as  the  fighting  liegan,  to  give  Captain  Heath 
warning.  As  it  rained  and  blew  hard  on  the  30th  and  31  at 
March,  and  also  on  tlie  2d  April,  on  which  latter  date  tliej 
reached  Gulran,  they  must  have  hail  a  very  unpleiunnt  iiine 
of  it.  Rut  what  they  had  to  endure  then  was  notliing  to  tlie 
exjwriences  of  the  4th  April. 


Y 
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The  Rfirrmi  1/  Mr  /Vrr  UtindrtH, 

XHkAtHL 

We  are  aiiljr  SOO,  nui  1500  7*/m«  nrtillery,  m  tlie  Kii;;Ush 
preee  nuunuint.  A  retreat  of  500  in  but  a  atnall  alfair ;  ao 
we  can  Itanlly  expect  a  XotHipliun  to  arUc  and  write  it.  In 
dcCault  of  %  Xeno|4H>n  we  ratiat  make  tlie  bi*4t  of  tlie  mibati* 
tnte.  At  the  bq^innin^  of  liut  Febmary  it  wan  a  qnentkm 
whrtlier  we  aliouM  imivc  fnmi  lUila  Mnrgltab  to  ranj^leh,  or 
wlirther  we  aliottkl  man  It  to  (Siilmn.  TIh*  fumuT  |ireai*ntci| 
tlie  better  chance  i»f  imttinj*  a  chei*k  on  tlio  l%ii«iiiin  ii|tirit  of 
a;5:remtiiti ;  tin*  latter  acciinlr«l  with  tlic  timitl  |«>licy  of  tlio 
CMivrmmmt.  iK^ctaion  wan  finally  ^ven  in  favour  of  tin? 
latter.  So  we  came  to  (lulnin  antl  ii|ii*nt  aoinc  |»leaiiant  weeks 
on  it«  ;:n^en  \AA\nn — \\wm:  \Ask\\\%  tluit.  n«  M.  lA*«iiar  afnl  M. 
Krnfieti«kj  caliiilj  inf<»ni»c«l  a  lintinli  aiKlience  at  tlra  Cen* 
ttkty  Club  in  We*tniin*ter,  Kuaaia  rv«|aire«i  m%  fiaMura^  for 
hrr  anliiocta  tlie  Snbira.  Ami  lio  tliow  pi^ntlcmen  ctmceive 
that  the  Amir  may  not  wiint  tlic  miiic  for  hi«  iiubjecia  f  Ami 
aro  not  aalt-Uikoa  %%  much  a  iit*^i<leralum  to  nn  Amir  aa  to 
a  (*iar  f  It  i«  ci*nainly  <*nt<*rtniiiin;:  to  |ieni«it*  tlie  tm*tlioila 
by  nhirh  ltM«»tiin  ilt|4«im.iti«t<icn«lcavtnir  to  Inmilwiiik  Untiiih 
aoili«-tin*«.  It  t«  clelitflilful  to  »«<«  llio  '  Moiw^w  Ctan'ttc*  aa- 
anrtm^  tlie  wkUI  tliai  iln^ir  nultjeti^  tlie  Sfil«iri  are  a  t|uiei 
liarwlt*««  tnlii*,  *A  pi*«ivful,  |ia«tnnil,  ami  N^cultuml  iHiniuita ; 
wbrrvAa  evt*ry  one  lM*n*  kmiwa  tliat  a  uHice  m^^ally  ct»lkicti«iii 
al  unacr«|iitl«itt»,  miink^rin;:  thieves  nt*ver  vxintt^L  K%'efi  tlie 
Tekketi  ami  Saruk«  look  a«kance  at  ik^m.  Almut  IHOO  the  Hii* 
r«k«  ilrmrv  tliem  fmm  tlic  netghlioitrlio(«l  of  iVinjtk'h  ber«mM 
Iketr  thievin|{  liiiliit«  were  intolerable.  Tlim  tliey  went  to 
Maim6«a,  and  aetxtng  e%*t*ry  ox,  Iiotm*,  or  alieep  they  cvNild  \mj 
buida  on,  Made  t^T  into  IVrratan  territory.  There  tliey  tettled 
ami  lived  until  the  Tekkca.  wliom  tliey  hml  alao  exaaperated, 
carried  them  olT  boihly  to  \Lert.  At  an  earlier  )vritid  thr 
i\maaa  had  once  taken  tliem  all  itriaooen  tu  Uashliml — 
mmk^  woamn,  ami  clitUlmi-Huid  aold  every  mother's  ami  uf 
tkaai  aa  alavea^  aimply  becauae  they  wvri  an  anbearablt  piibUe 
Their  own  feUow-tribMaacs  booght  them  at  thrra 
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fommis  ])cr  licnd.  The  l%usi<ianM,  when  tliuy  occupitnl  Men*, 
settled  tlie  Salon  at  Old  Snmklis.  It  is  for  such  presen'erB  of 
tlic  public  poacc  as  these  that  Kussia  claims  lUidkis. 

The  article  puhlished  in  the  'Moscow  (lazetle*  of  the 
2r)t}i  February  last,  illustrates  only  too  plainly  the  extreme 
ne;;li<;ence  with  which  the  Afghan  frontier  from  the  Oxiis  to 
the  Ilari  Ihul  was  defined  in  the  a^*cnient  of  1873.  It 
is  worthy  of  notice  thtit  Mainicna»  to  which  the  Knssiaus 
here  have  of  late  advanced  claims,  is  therein  admitted  to  be 
Afj^lian  territory,  "the  tirsirt  beyond  lHdon«(in^  to  imli*|icnd- 
ent  trilies  of  Turkomans."  Tlie  mere  desi^^nation  of  the 
country  west  of  Maimena  to  the  Hari  Kud  as  dcuri  is  suRicit^nt 
proof  of  the  then  utter  i;;norance  of  the  jjeo*^phy  of  this 
tract.  It  is  indeed  doubtful  if  Amir  Sher  Ali  was  then  aske<l 
to  define  the  frontier  he  claimetl  for  Af;;hanistan  from  the 
western  l>oundary  of  Afghan  Turkistan  to  the  Hnri  Rud.  Vet 
it  has  since  Wen  repeatedly  demonstrntcHl  that  the  Turkomans  \ 
settled  at  Tanjdeh  have  for  years  ])aid  tribute  to  the  Amir,  i 
and  that  an  Afj^han  {'♦•vernor  has  frequently  residc*d  in  Panj-  'i 
deh.  The  '  Moscow  (Jazettc,*  however,  asserts  that  the  very 
vji;:ueness  of  the  agreement  of  1873  pv«*»  Kussia  a  n*fkt  to  * 
annex  all  the  territury  nc»w  occu]neil  by  Turkoman  tribc«. 
At  the  very  WhI  of  times  the  ])reHence  f»f  n  nomad  trilic  in 
any  one  locality  funiishes  but  the  shadow  of  a  claim.  Tlie 
Amir  of  Af^^haniMlan  divs  not  Imsi*  his  claims  to  I'anjdeh  on 
the  ^^nMUids  that  any  ]»articular  trilie  of  Turkomans  occupies 
it.  lie  asserts  that  the  land  is  Af;;han  territory,  and  that 
whoever  has  settk^l  th«*re  has  |iaid  him  tribute.  If  tlie 
liussian  Governnu'ut  ]H'rsi.HtH  in  its  the4»ry  of  an  ctlino«^iili* 
ical  frontier,  the  Amir  will  have  no  choice  but  to  onler  tlio 
Saruks  to  evacuate  Af^'han  territory.  If  they  ]irefer  Ktissian 
rule,  they  can  move  nortliward ;  but  I  will  pi^vc  {vresently  tonio 
ivasons  for  concluding  that  the  Saruks  have  of  late  evtncetl 
no  wiflh  for  Hnssian  rule.  Hut  where  rights  aro  vague,  tlio 
]»reponderance  of  one  over  the  other  is  not  of  mucli  im* 
iHtriance.  The  question  is  one  of  might,  not  right  It  it  a 
question  whether  the  British  or  the  Kussian  Government  it 
the  stronger.     The  Kussian  wants  to  get  hold  of  the  produc* 
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ti\*e  Milt-LikeA  (if  Vnr-YulAii  aikI  tlic  rirli  iMUtitn^  of  BiMlkU. 
mn*\  to  olKain  a  ;;noi|  MmU*<;tcal  fnmtier  »»iit1i  of  the  wAterK*^ 
fAmi,  which  c*flbrtiijiU}'  |»ivvenu  niiy  Interal  coiniiiiinicfition 
l«<twivtt  trno|w  on  thu  Khii^hk  and  f»ti  the  Itari  UttcL  Tlio 
*M<Moi>w  Gaictto*  o|iculjr  rliiiiiin  thi*  I'Aro|<imiMui  n»  tlic 
futnn*  fpHititrr;  in  other  wiinls,  it  wmiM  mhiincc  tlie  KtuMian 
boiiiiilAly  to  tliG  nioitth^  of  the  IMn,  Aniavnn,  San;;i-K<<Al« 
IUl«t-i*Surkh.  nn^l  othrr  ra^y  |iaMc^  c<*nnoctin;;  lia«lktA  with 
Ihe  \Mvy  of  tlH*  llari  Kn*l.  Tlio  Amir,  on  the  other  han«l.  f 
claims  all  lUilkiw  n%  far  nonh  n%  Nnnr«»juil«i<l  on  tlic  Hari  Ku<l 
att«l  Sciri  Vajti  «»n  the  ]^[un:imli.^  It  in  ot  connM.*  ohvi«itt«  to 
any  rttie  that  tlie  Mn«ly  uncuhtvnhh*  <le<«crt  north  of  Ikiilkt^ 
an«i  tlie  kliaiiateti  in  tlic  natural  fmntier.  If  I%u«%iii,  not 
cmitfMt  with  tliat.  m.^kn  for  one  drawn  farther  aouth,  it  ia  I 
aitnply  with  tlie  \iew  nf  ultimate  further  a;:;:Tv<Mi«<i«.  Any^ 
State  rtwlly  (k*%ir>>ii«,  ai  «lie  hy|»ocriticany  prt'teniU  to  U%  \ 
of  |<«ce,  wiiuhl  at  once  itt>o^iiiae  a  iiathlem  dem^rt  frontier 
as  tlte  lieat  ^n^Arantoo  of  fiiturv  al«tenti<Hi  fr^nu  conflict  and 
di%|itttc.  Ihit  l«uMia  i%  not  aniniat«*«l  at  Inmrt  hy  any  anch 
wiUi.  Slie  in  iii%ti;:att«il  M>lely  hy  terriu»rial  ;:rt^««l  an«l  tlie 
hfi\^  of  acv|ninii;:  a  pif»l  \^nin  for  a  further  advain^e  am  oppi*r- 
tamty  •dlert.  I  lia\e  iiideeil  lK*iinl  a  ri\diau  «if  tlio  Kti;:li«li 
K«»r%*t*^  tHtice  maintain  that  the  l'an>]«imi<ui<  waa  a<i  gtunl  a 
«irate;:iral  frontier  an  the  deM*rt  100  md(*%  mirth  of  it,  tVr- 
tainly  for  l%u«4ia  it  in  an  iuHnitidy  tufn'riiir  fnmtier  i»tnilt*;:i- 
rally.  Ii«t  for  the  Amir  and  f«>r  Herat  mKhiii;;  roiiUl  lie  wiir<i\ 
CoitMH|tM^ily  it  it  Kji^cUmrn  ihity  to  iiiM«t  on  Uh^  detiert  Wing 
maile  the  lftit«iio-Af;;ltan  UmmUry.  It  iti  for  this  reaaon  tliat 
Xlr  CiUtlftoiie  haa  diown  imMt  cul|iahle  wi*akneaa  in  admittin){ 
lur  o«e  nmiiient  tliat  any  |ii4li«ici  of  IWidkia  waa  **  tiebatalih* " 
laitiL  It  t«  Af{;han  ti*rTitory,  ami  almuU  ha%*e  heen  firwlj 
MatiiUttM^I  to  \to  anch  hy  tlie  llritlah  Gm-emmeot.  However, 
aa  Mr  C^lailatoiie  liaa  not  Ua«heil  to  ailmit  in  tlie  Hooae  that 
Kataia  hul  Nmetaber  pelumsd  poini-hlink  to  witli«lraw  fnim 
l*al-i-Khatan,  and  thai  the  Liberal  Gorrmtaent  etdUpaed 
wnlrf  wmch  a  rvfaaal,  we  may  anticifaite  aay  admtiaion. 

•  Ai  iIm  a^^y  jba  C  ■Imwii  iU  AmIt  Im4  Umkua  Mi  diki  W  Xsliiir. 
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The  Inttcr  part  of  the  nrticle  in  ihe  'Moscow  Gazette' 
is  A  good  specimen  of  8])ecial  pleading.  It  has  but  a  weak 
case,  and  makes  the  most  of  it,  not  hesitating,  of  conrsc,  to 
misrepresent  facts,  to  advance  false  statements  and  reasons, 
niul  to  i^^nore  contradictory  circumstances.  It  concludes 
thus :  "  It  is  dinicult  to  sec  how  30  or  50  vcrsts  (20  or  33 
miles)  more  or  less  can  contribute  to  the  security  of  Herat. 
It  would  no  doubt  be  possible,  if  lK)th  ]iartic8  wish  to  give  a 
prtx)f  of  impartiality,  to  withdraw  the  Ihtssian  frontier  some- 
wlmt  to  the  north/'  On  the  contrary,  in  such  a  country  as 
tlint  between  Merv  an<l  Ilonit,  a  few  miles  one  way  or  the 
other  is  of  tlie  liighest  im|K»rtance. 

We  left  the  Commission  at  Gulran.  Let  us  rrjuin  it. 
Towartls  the  close  of  ^larch  a  further  retreat  to  Tir|>ul  was 
mooted.  The  news  of  figliting  at  l*at\jdeh,  which  reached  us 
on  the  31st,  decideil  the  question.  On  the  1st  A]»ril  (some  of 
us,  I  think,  folt  as  if  the  liUssians  were  making  April  f<Mils  of 
us)  the  infantry  and  heavy  baggage  movwL  The  renminder 
followed  on  the  4th.  »er  since  the  20th  of  March  we  had 
had  most  un])loasant  weather.  On  the  4th  A]>ril  it  reached 
the  climax  of  unpleasantness.  I  have  given  in  my  last  letter 
some  account  of  the  disastnais  consequences  of  the  terrible 
storm  that  raged  that  day.  On  the  6th  April  I  rode  out  to 
Chnshma-i-sabz,  where  the  wreckage  of  one-lialf  of  the  Com- 
mission was  l)eing  collected.  The  camp  itself  was  a  symptom 
of  tlie  deinornlisation  that  follows  on  such  accidents.  It  liad 
all  the  api)carance  of  an  Afghan  camp  in  i»nlinary  times. 
There  was  no  attempt  at  onler.  A  few  dirty  tents  were 
standing  here  and  there.  Men,  kit,  ami  horses  were  here, 
there,  and  everywhere.  In  a  small  SO-jwumler  five  British 
oilicers  were  clnnnming  together  with  that  honkomu'  and  that 
sense  of  self-pride  which  will  not  jK'nnit  a  man  to  live  in 
luxury  himself  while  his  fellow-men  arc  in  want  and  miser)'. 
Tlio  first  claim  of  tentage  was  of  course  concctled  to  tiie 
hospital,  in  which  already  were  lying  many  men  frost-bitten 
and  prostrated  by  cold  and  cx|>osurc.  Nine  tlead  liodies  only 
Imd,  at  the  time  I  rcachcil  Chashma-i-sabz,  lieen  broagitt  in. 
Of  course  the  first  efVorts  had  been  directed  to  saving  life. 
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<  Hi  the  morniiii;  <if  the  5tli.  when  it  was  decitlcil  that  tlie 
majority  of  the  (ifticcri,  with  all  Uie  ca^-alrj  aiid  followers 
al4e  to  nuireh»  ahoukl  ino%'e  on  to  Tiqml.  Captain  Yate.  Mr 
Wright,  ami  I>r  Owen  voluiiteerctl,  or  were  mslectetl.  to  ttay 
l«hiu«l.  Mirxa  HaMin  Ali  Klian  aluo.  overcome  by  tlie  •enao 
ol  rt*ftpofitibility  rrttini;  u|M>n  him  on  account  of  all  tlie 
lV*riian  mulca  and  muleHlrivcr«  iimlcr  hin  cliarpe.  reqneateil 
to  Iw  alloweil  to  stay  U*liiutl  to  n*or:;;aniiie  his  mule-train. 
iK^te  titcse  praiscwurlliy  motive^,  it  is  with  regret  tliat 
I  must  relate  titat  the  Hiuh*s  and  miiloHlrivers  obstinately 
rrfttH««l  to  lie  leorpinisoiL  Tlie  former  strayed  wilfully  all 
«i%er  tlie  nmntr}'  (it  was  tnld  mo  in  coiifiiWnce  tItat  the  drivers 
k't  them  kioM*).  aii«l  the  latter  used  siHickin;;  laii;:ua^  to  tlirir 
su|ienoni.  If  Mime  one  liad  (laraileil  a  small  (mrti^Hi  of  tli<*ir 
|«Ti>ins  brfiirr  a  {^mmI  st«int  withy,  it  would  ha%'e  ser^i'd  thi*m 
ri^it  A  m«»n*  putnl  f<ir-iK>thin^  M*t  of  stxMimlrels  tlian  tlieae 
l\*rsi;in  muk*t4vr«i  %irre  nevvr  cnnitcil.  Not  only  wimkl  tlN*y 
ilo  m>  Wf»rk,  lait  tlH*y  |ocitt««l  the  kit  tliat  %ia<  Atrewn  all  o\i*r 
ttie  omntry.  No  •iMNier  «liil  I  ren<'li  Chn«hiiia-i>salis  tlian  an 
Af;;liAn  ttfiictr  caim*  oter  and  kiil^nl  a  cliar^  ai^ainst  tlie 
IS-ntan  mulrtem  ami  caiiH*l-dri\rni  of  rifling;  cor|M<*a  ami 
)<«4in*«;  l^ijcui^p*.  1  liail  |»n*vi4iti«|y  lienni  tliat  tin?  inluihitanis 
««f  all  tlie  rtMintr}'  nHiiMl  liad  |inim|itly  sniarmetl  to  the  acetic 
III  the  diaaMcr  and  l««*tt««l  all  thry  coiikl  lay  liamU  on.  As 
a  matter  f>f  fad.  Uitli  IumI  a  hami  in  it.  Tlie  kettle  was  Imt 
railing;  tlie  |«it  )4ack.  Imk^««l  so  in^*at  't%  the  tenifitatiiin 
afl^k«l  liy  Mtc-h  an  o|ipfirt unity,  that  I  lia\e  little  iloobt  tliat 
a  vrry  laipt*  nund^rr  ni  tin*  nati^i-^  |iffeamt  and  ca|ial*)e  of 
iti.t%f>tiMtii,  Ic  tliey  iVnian.  Af;:hitn,  or  Imlian,  all  hatl  a 
linp^  in  tlie  |iic*.  lYiilailily  tlie  «dM*|ihenU  |siAtnnn|{  tlirtr 
fluck«  on  iIm*  |iUin«  l«*low  ami  tlie  |«ii|ite  of  KuImui  carrinl 
iM  pmM  of  tlie  liraaty.  It  i«  «aiil  that  tlieae  atorm*.  callnl 
i-witfk  or  ^ra%  are  ««f  noc  uneiimmnii  uccurfence  lii*rD  and 
in  the  Klliuri  ran;^'.  No  erne  wnturra  out  in  tlirm.  If  a 
caimraa  i«  so  unlucky  as  to  be  cau;;ht  in  one  of  thrse  tcinhr 
«I>««M  while  cf^iMm}:  tlie  ISirtifsimtsoa,  it  is  invarialdy  htoce*! 
by  tlw  peofile  of  tlie  Kulisan  clntnct.  The  CUiwnior  of  Herat 
says  he  will  Pdcoxtr  tlir  ItMt  |ifo|icfty.      I  take  leave  to  donbl 
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it.  A  good  deal  of  it  will  \)0  found  in  our  own  camp  if  a 
search  be  made.  The  pack-saddles  of  tlie  mules  will,  I  feel  con- 
fident, prove  a  sure  find  for  hard  caslu 

Wlien  I  arrived  on  the  afternoon  of  the  Gth,  I  found  l>r 
Owen  in  camp  ready  to  attend  to  the  sick  as  they  canto  in. 
It  must  be  noted  that  although  the  llari  Kud  is  only  distant  25 
miles  from  the  raro]iamisus,  still  the  climate  of  the  latter  is 
infinitely  colder  and  severer  than  the  former.  Kain  on  the 
Hari  lUid  is  snow  and  sleet  on  the  Pantpamisus;  a  boistennis 
wind  on  the  one  is  a  violent  cyclone  on  the  other.  Hence  it 
was  that  we  at  Tirpul  had  no  suspicion  of  the  scene  of  misery 
and  disiister  that  was  lieing  enacted  within  30  miles  of  us.  It 
is  said  thai  the  torrent  that  iwrnred  down  the  north  side  «»f 
the  Au-safid  Pass  on  the  4tli  instant,  incn*nsc<l  in  volume  and 
vehemence  after  the  Chief  Commissioner,  tlie  aivaliy,  ami 
most  of  the  ollicers  had  reached  the  top  of  the  \n\s^  S<i 
stiHjng  indeed  wxs  the  current,  that  mules  and  |ionies  were 
swept  olV  their  le;;s ;  so  <leep  the  mud,  that  jwck  -  animals 
of  every  description  Ihmndered  and  sank  in  it,  never  U>  rise 
again.  On  the  morning  of  the  r>th  it  was  found  that  2.'* 
sowars,  a  very  large  nuniUT  of  folhnvers  of  all  sorts  an«l 
conditions,  and  nearly  all  the  Uiggage,  were  missing,  llie 
weather  on  the  5th  was  almost  as  severe  on  the  raro|ianiisus 
as  it  had  Ikmiu  on  the  4tli.  However,  Ca|>tuin  Yatc  and 
Lieutenant  Wriglit  sot  ofV  manfully  in  the  face  of  wind  and 
sleet,  and  toiling  all  day  (they  hatl  luid  nothing  to  eat  for 
thirty  lu>nrs),  brought  in  by  nightfall  eighteen  men  who  couhl 
never  have  survive<l  another  night  in  the  add.  The  htst  three 
men  they  brought  in  fnun  the  top  of  the  |iass  on  their  own 
horses,  they  themsi'lvos  walking.  It  must  Ihj  n'collecleil  tlint 
scarcely  a  sowar,  follower,  or  aninud  in  camp  was  fit  for  «luiy 
that  day.  Neither  man  nor  U'ast  had  had  any  footl  since 
I  ho  morning  of  the  4lh.  All  were  pinche<l  an<l  8enii-|»ttralyseil 
with  cold  and  starvation.  Of  course  the  first  object  was  to 
save  human  life.  No  attempt  was  made  that  day  to  bring 
in  the  dead  or  the  baggage.  The  Au-safid  Toss  must  liavo 
presented  a  strange  heartrending  sight.  Innigine  the  grouml 
deep-strewn  with  snow,  wafted  here  and   there  into  gieat 
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ilrifl^  a  wiihI  liiiterljr  c«4cl  ami  of  terrific  foit«  careering 
alon^  and  hurling  tlcet  and  snow  in  Uie  face  of  the  wayfarer 
with  Miiipn};,  Ulinding  \-elocity !  What  it  tluit  dark  silent 
ol>fc(t  lialf  liidilen  in  tlie  snow?  It  it  alive  or  ikad? 
Terhapt,  at  tlie  aaaiilaA,  or  patkiU,  or  otlier  article  of  warm 
ckiching  under  whicli  he  liaa  aonglit  tlielter  it  rattttl,  a 
■Mventeni,  a  tliiver,  a  {^^oan,  or  even  a  ciirBc,  and  a  |imyer 
to  be  left  alone  to  die,  in«licatea  life.  Many  of  the  imor 
frilowt*  naturally  dnnky  fret  weiv  enomi«Hi«i]y  twollen  ami 
perfectly  white  with  fmat-bite.  Tliey  are  liftotl  up,  |»bioed 
on  a  mule  or  lony,  made  at  wann  at  |iofwil>le,  nml  tlien  tent 
sharp  to  cam|i.  Sometimes  tlie  ^sin«,  cries,  almost  slirieks 
vi  I  lie  snfR*rert  penetrate  to  the  ear  tlinni;«h  tlie  mist  of  sleet 
ami  Miow  Irfiire  tlie  eye  can  detect  au^lit.  In  one  cate  a 
pitiable  band  ws«  f<mml  insulated  on  a  liilKick  snmmmlvil  on 
r\'rry  tnle  l*y  tnowdrifts,  ami  shout  in;*  for  aiil  in  tones  of 
tlr«|«iir — ilwi  i*.  live  «tf  tlie  iiumlier  were,  twii  were  already 
•IvwL  A«lil  to  this  tlie  ImmIics  of  tlie  dt*ad.  lyin;*  literally 
mtm|4eil  up  with  ddd,  ami  tlie  ttiflem^l  l«Mli«rs  of  Imnes, 
mnlr«.  ami  camels.  I  nmlerstami  tliat  70  milled  sihI  25  or 
M  cameU  are  now  mi«Miiii$;.  of  which  a  cofisi«b*ral*le  number 
arr  ilrmL  A«l«l  tn  tbi^  iIh*  Icmmcs  fif  iIh*  I  Itli  lW*n;9il  Imicvrs 
ill  linr«r«  ami  |«mi«*A.  It  is  a  fortunate  thin;*  tliat  no  lowars 
f»f  the  11th  i^rriftlN"!! ;  two  were  mingling  for  tome  (b}'^,  l»ttt 
•Itimalrly  rcachni  Tir|nil  in  safety  aftrr  coiiaiilcmble  waiMler* 
liters.  iH  tlie  follomi*r«,  24  dii^l,  iiKlmliii;*  Indian  mm|»- 
luUowrrm,  lVr«t4n  muk*trrrs,  caimd-men,  ami  Af^uins.  Kaii 
Stts«l-ml-4lin  a|t|«sni  to  liave  crustcil  tlie  pass  with  Cteneral 
Lnmsilm,  ami  to  luvr  »u(lcred  acconlincly ;  l^il  Xasmllah 
KImh,  a  iVruiin  who,  with  his  suite,  hat  for  private  reasuns  ^ 
■Mfle  Mir  camp  his  Imme  for  a  month  past,  thoui^t  disctetiiia 
the  letter  |airt  of  \alfiur.  ami  encam|««l  in  or  on  the  notth 
siile  of  the  |suhl      I  mrl  him  mardiin;:  into  Ctiaalima*t«aaht 
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on  the  7th.     He  probably  knew  by  experience  what  a  knlak 
is,  nnil  the  folly  of  marching  in  clctiance  of  it. 

On  the  Gth,  which  was  happily  a  sunny  ilay,  Captain  Yate 
and  Lieutenant  Wright  continueil  their  researches  on  tlie  north 
side  of  the  pass,  and  not  only  sent  in  more  sick,  but  also  col- 
lected the  dead  and  some  of  the  baggage  together,  preparatory 
to  conveyance  to  Chashma-i-sabz.  On  the  evening  of  that  day 
they  were  also  joined  by  Lieutenants  Drunnnond  and  Kawlins, 
wlio  on  the  following  day  went  up  the  \W8S  and  lived  tlicrc 
until  tlie  lOtli,  when  ever}'thing  that  had  not  \hx\\  looted 
was  recovered  and  brought  to  Chashma-i-sabz.  On  the  even- 
ing of  the  7th,  too,  50  men  of  tlie  20th  Tanjab  Infantry 
arrived.  Tliey  were  sorely  needed,  as  the  sowars  of  the  11th, 
weakened  by  exprxsure,  and  with  feet  and  hands  swollen  and 
stiflened  with  cold,  were  hanlly  lit  fcir  the  anluous  duties 
entailed  upon  them.  Meantime  rations,  nie<lical  comforts, 
mule  and  ciiniel  tmnsport,  had  licen  sent  out,  and,  with  four 
oiliccrs  and  50  liearty  seiHiys,  the  work  progresseil  apnce. 
On  tlie  8th,  over  l\0  sick  men  were  sent  in  on  mules  to 
Tirpul,  and  the  romain<ler  followed  on  the  9th.  Among 
them  were  two  Afglians  sh<it  thniugh  the  right  fore-arm 
witli  l>eri1ans  during  the  tight  of  the  «^Oth  ultimo.  On  the 
10th  and  lltli,  the  baggage,  troops,  and  followers  who  hail 
not  gone  before,  came  in.  The  drad  were  mostly  burie«l  out 
thcro.  It  musi  Ikj  rememljcred  that  the  baggage  was  lying 
strewn  all  (»ver  the  country  for  some  miles  around.  Tlie 
animals,  when  tlosorted  by  their  drivers,  wanderwl  whillier 
they  listed.  Both  alike  had  to  l)e  reeovennl,  if  iH»t  looted 
or  deail  as  the  case  might  lie.  The  two  most  important 
things  that  were  7wt  loote<l  were  prolwbly  the  cipher  coiles. 
Imagine  the  tluiter  in  governmental  pigeon-hole«  if  they  had 
l>een  lust  I  Not  a  few  rilles  were  stolen,  and  many  a  |>oor 
follower's  httle  hoanl.  The  medals  of  the  sowan*  of  ihc  11th 
were  in  many  cases  cut  olF  their  tunics.  An  Afgluin  camel* 
<lrivcr  tohl  me  that  on  the  5th  seven  Turkomans,  nnncd  with 
gfMKl  ritlcs  Uke  English  rilles  (l*»enlans),  ap|ieared  in  the  post 
and  looted.  Could  these  l>e  Tekkes  from  the  Uussian  out* 
l>osts  ?      Tlie  Afghan  authorities  were  so  good  as  to  place 
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at  I  ho  dU|w««il  of  (trnrml  LtiniMlcii,  for  tlio  rcfHivurj  of  the 
lfiu:;a*4i*,  a  IhmIv  of  Herati  •nwari.  It  in  p*iicnilljr  U*lic%'ctl 
that  thcnv  iiieti  ili<l  iimro  lootiii};  than  any  one  eUc  If  tlicy 
c%'<*r  UhI  cvaHlc^HTiHl  to  \muji  in  anythin;;  f««r  na,  it  wna 
in^ariahly  accoinfianictl  \*y  a  minute  lint  aa  Ion;:  ^^  J^^ir  ann, 
whi^'h  mime  one  wa*  expected  to  tally  an<l  rccei|*t.  Tlio  kit 
on  tlie  north  title  of  tlie  |iom  wnn  in  many  cafien  f«Niiitl  alnfMt 
etitin*ly  Imrioil  in  nnid,  aftrr  tlio  torrent  lia«l  aulMUtled.  Tlio 
e%iMmr««  «>f  mie  hmil  wan  nimlc  known  hy  the  |>nitnitling 
lH*a*l  i>f  a  |Hi|<»-iiti<*k.  Up  to  tlie  Mtli.  much  wan  hidtlen 
nn«lrr  tiM*  miow.  i  U%  tlie  evoniii^  of  the  Ttli,  I  came  acnma 
a  mttk*  ami  a  il«»nki*y  lyin^  tlnul  title  hy  nitle  in  a  titvp  tirift 
f»f  MKiw  whi<*li  twi*nty*ftmr  Innim  U*f«irc  liatl  |in>lial»ly  c«>n* 
r«-ah«il  tlH*m  alti(p*tlN*r.  No  |Mirtioti  tif  tlie  Ui^^^i;^:  waa 
|»liiiHlc*n*t|  more  fn*i*ly  than  1^  Owen't  iHMpilal.  Ilinatir^rical, 
nM*te«tn4«vi<*<>l.  i^ihI  rye  iimtmnient^  wt*rr  all  Inkrn.  an  wi*ll  a« 
many  «4lN*r  %filuahh*  articles  ini|MiNiil»le  t«>  l«  n*plnml  lM*n*. 
1li«  nH^liritif^  wrrt*  fiMiml  ttrvwn  on  iIk*  ^Himl,  Utt  tlio 
U4tl«*«  wtfv  iH«t  lir«»ki*n.  Tlie^  frei*liiMHi*ni  lunl  a  crrtain 
iiitilital  in  llN-ir  lt«iliii;;.  If  tlu*y  liml  tiim*.  tliry  invariaUy 
ttwl«Me«l  a  box  or  |airka;^\  ami  arr.1ll;^*l|  tht*  kit  mo  at  to 
tli^AimuUtr,  at  6r«t  »i;;ht.  tlie  alAimrtion  (»f  any  |M«rtton  of 
tilt*  (^ioti-nta.  S>mt*tiiii«-4  tlK*y  w«*re  um*x|«^iitlly  tltfftnrl<>iL 
I  hie*  n»l»l<*r  li:i«l  c\i«U-ntly  l«t*n  iiurprt««*«l  in  llir  art  of  cutting 
HI  a  liii;^*r  to  p<t  a  riii;;.  TIk*  knife  wa*  f*»iiml  lying  on  tlio 
flcwl  Miiin'»  l*rra<4,  ami  tlie  lih;^T  lialf  ne^en^d. 

Til**  ammiit  %i hit  h  I  ^%'e  in  my  la«t  ItHttT  f*f  wliat  tiniimsil 
at  ran>li4i  U-tfir«*n  tlir  2*.M  ami  VAhU  of  >larrli  wa^  im^ 
<«M  lirar^y  eviik*nor.  I  |inq«Mt*  m>w  to  p^t*  a  iiarTati\*e  of 
lh*tatf  ermta  an  l*4tl  liy  eu*wiineaM*^  Tlte  re|ain  oi  tlie 
i:««Man  ailranee  to  rnt«li  l^wlian  on  tlie  22d  waa  aomewlial 
|4niiat«rv.  Iltvwever,  it  a|t|r«r«  t«»  lMi\*e  l«*en  gmenilly 
kamiii  that  tlw  KuiMUi*  mrre  aUmt  to  aih-ancY>.  Metam* 
prra  cotttinaally  arri\t^l  at  lNii^k*li  rr|iiiftin}t  tlio  a«ai.mil4a|{0 
of  tmo|«  at  Aimak|ar  (1000  infantry.  500  ca%-alry.  ami  6 
pMM  waa  tl»  ttreo^rth  aa  firtt  rrportnl;  later  rf|iiiftt  my 
tlial  Ml  lead  than  .tOOO  men  encamped  at  Kixil-ta|aiX  •«»! 
iIm  fufwanling  of  irnwi  qnaniitira  of  ammnniiimi  fmui  Ifonr 
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to  the  fn)nt.  One  n^iMirt  Htutccl  that  no  troo|iii  uf  niiy  iif>n 
lia<l  l)con  loft  nt  Mcrv  and  Yulatan.  Hicflo  rumonrH  of  com- 
in<{  wan  naturally  uuAcltletl  llio  niimU  of  the  Saniks  of 
ranjih'h.  Tho  exertions  and  aAHuninccfi,  however,  of  Captain 
Vate  kept  them  quiet,  althou*;h  ItusAian  oniiKsariini  were  nnt 
wantin<{  to  eountenict  their  ellorU.  It  was  indeeil  ;;i\vn  out 
1>y  the  liU.ssians  timt  thoy  intendi*d  to  oceupy  not  only 
Tanjdeh,  hut  Mainiena  also.  To  C(»untenict  the  elliHrt  of  the^ 
disquieting  nq>ort.<«,  the  Uritish  enuKsarieM  ei»uhl  only  OMJk'inhle 
the  Iieadnien,  assure  them  that  the  Knssian  (tovemnient  liad 
promised  the  liritish  not  to  advance  or  provoke  n  collisiou, 
and  that  therefore  there  was  no  reoMin  to  fear  a  Kus-sian 
attaek.  Under  any  ciix^uniHtanoes,  whether  the  JiUMsianH 
and  Af^dians  f(Mi;^'l)t  ur  not,  they  (the  Saniks)  should  remain 
jK'rfectly  ([uiet  ami  neiitnd.  This  they  ]>romiMHl  to  do; 
and,  what  is  more  8ur|»nsin;;,  they  fultilleil  their  |in»miM*. 
The  Kussians  an;  said  to  have  h*ft  Ainiakjar  on  the  iMtli. 
ami  alxiut  4  P.M.  on  the  ^.'itli  arriveil  in  ^i^rht  of  Ak-tii|«i. 
AI>Mut  100  of  I  heir  Turkoman  horse  riNle  for^vanl  U^vond 
Ki/il-tapa  towards  the  Af;^Hian  ]M»Mition  west  of  Pn]-i-khishti. 
^Vheu  threatened  they  wilhdivw.  A  liUssiail  col«»lii*l  then 
eame  forwanl  and  asked  to  soe  the  Naih  Sdar.  lie  wa* 
referix'd  to  Ca|»tain  Yate.  lie  then  withdn*w,  remarkim^, 
"To-morrow  moniin;;  I  will  meet  the  Xaih  Sdur  and  lh«* 
Ih'itish  ca))tain  at  this  lacket."  As  siniu  as  the  neWH  of  the 
arrival  of  the  liussians  reache«l  Tanjih'ti,  Captain  Vate  ]Miid 
a  visit  to  Juma  Ishan,  the  spiritual  head  of  the  »Saniks,  and 
up^imI  lum  to  keep  all  quirt.  He  promisiMl  to  ijo  so,  and  did. 
Captain  Vate  th(*n  went  down  to  the  Af;^'han  lineii,  and  (mind 
the  men  occujiyin;^'  the  strong  intrenelimenls  on  the  h*fl 
hank  of  tlie  Khushk,  their  artillery  Umu;;  dniwn  up  n]Nm  the 
ri^^'ht  hank.  i»oih  oommandrrs  and  soldiers  were  chcH;ry  and 
eordial  in  their  manner.  They  remaine<l  in  the  tn^nelios  or 
near  them  during  the  nii^ht.  Captain  de  I^essoi*,  who  wjis 
ivsidinj^  anion;;  the  IIar/.e;,d  stTtinn  of  the  Saniks,  rtaumf*«l 
to  Panjdch  to  act  as  interpreter,  in  the  event  of  an  iuter%*iew 
with  the  Kussians.  This  was  askiil  fur  hy  letter  on  lint 
morning  of  tlie  26th,  and  was  at  ouoe  accorded,  although  llie 
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writer  (GJtwiel  Ziiknliewtki,  cliicf  o(  tlio  ttafl)  csrpfolljT 
<leni««l  miy  kka  of  lui%'in}{  su{;;;*«*stc<l  tucli  a  thing.  Mran- 
littM  all  tlie  Turkoman  lR*a<lmcn  liatl  c«mtc  flocking  into  tlia 
Itritisli  raMi|i,  ftnue  with  awuranccs  of  loyalty  to  tlie  Uritudi 
flag  ami  imHnijicii  not  to  nio%'e  a  han«lVtum  witlioiit  onfert, 
while  olhrn  ofTcrevI  to  ntinc  tlie  wIkUc  of  tlieir  MCtiona  and 
4lri%'e  the  Unainanii  cmt  of  I*aiij«lelu  At  tlie  same  time,  tlie 
Afglian  titio|i«i  wen*  bectmiing  ini|iaticnt.  and  eager  to  aettle 
niattert  at  onct:  l»y  an  attack  «in  tin*  KiiMiaiis — ■«>  iiiiich  ao, 
tliat  tlie  Naili  Salar  liad  to  n^nd  for  Jiima  Ii«lmn  ami  Iiia 
Knnn  to  \wkdty  tlicm.  in  tlie  afternoon  two  HuiniaiM  ami 
right  Turkomans  lia«l  tlie  insolence  to  entrroneof  tlie  Afghan 
trrncliea  <»u  tlie  right  bank  f»f  tlie  Mur^liah,  innult  the  men, 
ami  |>ull  tlie  Afglian  ofhcers  heard.  Tliis  olhccr  seems  cer* 
tainly  to  luive  sliown  lutich  f«irliearanoe.  ami  finally  taking 
tlir  two  i:uwiiin«.  |»la<T<l  tlH*m  on  lib  own  liorie  ami  con%'eyeil 
tlirm  l«M*k  to  tlM*ir  «>wn  lim*^.  Tliis  was  tlie  lint  of  a  scries  of 
gftMMi  insults  |irr|«rtrsteil  l*y  the  Hussians  on  tlie  Afgluins,  with 
I  lie  «4e  f>l«jei*t  of  inciting  tlie  Afgluins  to  fire  tlie  first  sImH. 

('<4<«H*I  Zakrrliew»ki  IumI  naiiii*«l  5  r.M.  as  tlie  iKHir  f«Mr  tlia 
init-r%iew.  At  tliat  Inmr.  acconliugly,  C*a|ilain  Vatc,  accom* 
|<ini4<«l  Ity  Ca|itain  «lc  LacMoe,  \H  Dweii,  Kaii  M<»liamtiieil 
A*laitt,  sml  Surdar  Slirr  Ahiiu'il  Khan.  nMle  |iast  the  Afgltan 
«edrttr»  lowanis  tlie  Ku<i«u*ii  pi(*ketA.  Tliey  were  met  l*y  two 
Kn«itan  «»tticers  sml  ruii«liM  tc«l  to  CVdoncl  /akrrliew»ki.  wlio 
in\itnl  litem  to  diumtninl,  Mt  flown  on  nmm*fnk$  tliat  hail 
l^^i*n  s|«t«il,  ami  |«irtake  of  refn-Aliments.  Tlio  interview 
U«tei|  al^Mit  an  iMwr.  Co|<»ncl  Zakrt*liew»ki  ilisclaimetl  all 
kmrwlnlge  of  tlie  Kus^ian  in«ult  sl«)%e  mentioiieiL  Ha 
ilmir<l  any  intention  of  attacking  the  Afglians,  ami  recognised 
tlie  |««rcal4e  cliaracter  of  the  liritish  Oanmtsaion  ami  of  the 
elbcers  of  it  pfrsent  in  l*anjih?li.  At  tlie  same  time,  be  wtmld 
mil  admit  their  right  to  tnteriers  Ivtween  Kwasisns  and  Af* 
ghans  and  mmle  no  effort  to  enncml  the  little  repinl  he  had 
fnr  tlie  r^ts  of  tlie  Utter.  He  «aNl  titat  for  miUury  rraaima 
he  conld  not  |<«aiw  to  focewam  the  Itntiali  oMicm  of  an 
tncemled  attack.  He  said  tItat  it  was  hia  desire  to  ari^d  a 
eoBikt,  Unt  that  would  de|«fid  upon  the  Afjf^na.     Uof»- 
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over,  it  was  his  duty  lo  secure  ns  fnr  ns  {lossible  tlic  iiitcre5&t!» 
of  the  Yulatau  Saniks.  wlio  were  liussiau  sulijert.s.  Wifu 
informed  of  the  assurances  given  to  LonI  (iranvillc  hy  the 
liussian  (lovernnjcnt  tliat  its  troo]is  would  not  ndvance  or 
provoke  a  conflict,  lie  infcnxMl  that  no  such  information  hml 
yet  reached  General  KonmrolK 

Tliis  visit  furnished  an  op]M»riunity  fur  noticing  that  the 
liussian  pickets  extendetl  from  Kizil-tapa  to  Yarim-ta|«i, 
with  a  line  of  vedettes  in  fnmt  and  close  to  the  Afdian 
vedettes.  No  idea  of  the  Russian  strength  couhl  lie  formeil, 
nor  co\dd  it  he  ascertained  if  they  had  artillen*.  Suttsi*- 
ciuently  it  was  re|)orted  they  hat!  only  a  few  niaehine-guns. 

The  ctlect  of  this  interview  ujion  the  Saniks  was  s;ihuar}*. 
The  rei>ort  that  the  Ilussians  had  disavowed  any  intention 
of  attacking  the  Afghans  spread  ahroad  and  dispelletl  ap. 
prehen.si(»n.     On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  the  Sanik  head- 
men again  rei>eated  their  oflers  of  calling  out  tlK»ir  men  f«»r 
an  attack  on  tlie  Kussians.     It  must  have  gi»ne  hani  again^^i 
the   grain  to  ivfusc  such    an   oiler.      Had  the  Commission 
heen  authorised  to  assume  the  character  of  a  lielligerent,  very 
eiVectual  use  might  have  U'cn  madi*  of  this  eofjis  of  Sanik 
vohmteers.      Unfortunately,  men  who  were  willing  enough 
to  tight  umler  the  Hritisli  tlag  and  for  r»ritish  pay,  were  not 
so  keen  ah<»ut  enlisting  in  the  Amir's  service.     Tlic  Afghans, 
too,  Were  not  very  eager  for  their  co-oi>enilio!i.     Tliey  fean*<l, 
indeed,  that  they  might  turn  round  uiK>n  them  if  defi^atiil. 
Any  temixjrary  feeling  of  conlidrme  estah]ishe«l  hy  tlie  late 
interview  was   doomed   to   W.   s|K'ediIy  dis|K*lled.      On   the 
morning  of  the  27lh,  Colonel  Alikhanoll',  accom)Kinie<I  hv 
some  100  Turkoman  sowars,  nnle  through  the  left  of  the  Af- 
ghan i>osition  and  up  the  Kliushk  valley.     (reneraHShaus-ud* 
din  at  once  turned  out  the  Kahidi  n^giment  of  oivair}'  and 
gave  chase.      He   ovcrtcM)k  Alikhanoll*  and  desinnl  hint  to 
withdraw  at  onca     It  will  be  renu'mlM»re<l  that  these  two 
oflicers  interchangetl  some  letters  last  Xovenil»er,  remarkable 
for  their  parliamentar}'  diction.    What  they  omitted  to  sty  by 
letter  then,  they  took  this  opi)ortunity  of  saying  now  face  lo 
face.    Among  other  courteous  remarks,  it  may  be  reoollcctcd 
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tluil  Alikltmioir  infontic<l  GltAun-iulMlhi  (Uuil  Xovembcr)  that 
tlie  nrxt  lime  Ke  caiiie  to  pajr  him  a  viAit  Im»  wouki  not  ask 
htm  to  tra,  but  wouUI  ctmic  ami  {urnr  it  lioiling  lioi  clown  hia 
llincit  It  in  a  curious  fact  that  iIn*  lir^  tiiin*;  llmt  ho  mk\ 
lu  (iliaus-U€l-<liti  on  tlieir  nH*vtin^  was  titat  lie  was  just  ^ng 
!<•  Iiave  Mmic  ti*a,  ainl  wouM  lie  join  him.  Tlie  Af^^lwn  cle- 
rliiM«il  with  more  curtiicMi  ilian  courtesy,  ami  tlie  Uussinn 
arrmiii};l3r  ihtniglit  it  m>c  a  favoumlle  op|iort unity  for  making 
him  swallow  it  wtllv-nillv.  It  tnun  be  mlmittcil  tItat.  acconU 
ing  to  n*piirt%  n*cei\eil.  tlic  Af;:lian  general  ga\x«  vent  to  his 
fei*ling«i  \erj  freely  c»n  tlii<i  <Kx*iui<m.  SiHne  of  his  remarks, 
mhich  were  tlirectnl  again^  (*oloiicl  Alikltanc^ir  (late  Ali 
Kluin)  as  a  renegatk?  Mussulman,  ainl  iutemh^l  to  work  on 
Mu«%uliiuin  sym|<itlitrs.  ili\*w,  ii  is  sni«l,  murmurs  of  api»lau«« 
fr^ifu  tin*  Turkoman  sowars  TItis  in  ilAi*lf  is  mi  small  |»nif>f 
of  tin*  ]imiti*«l  atk^ctHm  llic  Tckkes  atnl  Siniks  of  Vulatan 
l<^*l  fi^r  llH'ir  Ku%sian  c«HiqiN*rors.  Tliat  same  <lay  too,  so 
i^'|«ift  (iay«.  Sank  Klian,  tlic  clii<*f  uf  Yulalan,  si*nt  a  im<saage 
to  tlie  lH*a4lnien  of  I  lie  Sanik*  c»f  |'anj«lfh  ami  nr^^eil  tlM*tu  to 
fi'^it  agaiti^  ami  l>niig  <livmce  on  tiK*  Ku<iaians.  K%'erj 
Turkoman  lien*,  lie  a«Uk«l,  l«»n*^  to  si*e  llN*tn  ilefeateil  ami  ills* 
g?a<x«L  It  in  milrwiirtliy  lliat  <»ii  tlie  2Hth  all  tlie  Kuasiao 
\eilHt«'«  %ii*re  ciimfw^**l  €»f  CcwMac-k^  in  filaco  ol  Turkomans  as 
l«*f<iffr.  Ahkliamill  tinally  witlnlifw  frvttn  liehimi  tlie  Afghan 
line*.  %iith  rttiewol  I4casinpi  frmii  tlie  li|w  of  (fhau**ml«Uin. 
Tlie  former  is  s|«ikcn  of  by  tiNwe  wImi  Imve  aeen  him  as  a 
imia  of  singukirly  hne  |«vat*nce,  and  ol  im|<eiai%*e  manner 
ami  mtiile  of  »|«n<t*li. 

la  tlie  nnnintime  aome  200  Knsaian  infantry  liati  tmaaiH 
tlie  Mnruluib  m  a  Uait  ami  ascrmktl  the  rigitt  bank  tuwarik 
a  |«wl  of  Afglian  KhaMaibim  The  Naib  isalar,  aeeing  tUa 
maminvn,  pasai'il  200  t»f  his  inlantfy  om  in  a  boat  and 
mltiUKTtJ  to  meet  tliem.  I'oscing  his  men  on  an  eminanoe, 
ht  itMie  ahemi  ami  infurmod  the  Uitsaian  olhoer  in  enmmami 
thai  unkaa  ha  rrtirsd  lie  mnsi  dirvci  his  mm  lo  open  lira. 
TW  iSnsaMM  then  withdmr.  followed  for  mmm  500  yanla  bf 
the  Afghana  ahonting  and  cheering. 

Whm  iniofiad  ol  thia  iha  aaoood  ICnwian  edort  lo  pt^ 
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vokc  the  Afglmns  into  firing  the  itrst  sliot,  CajHaiii  Vatc 
nt  once  wrote  to  Colonel  Zakrchewski  and  pointed  out  Uiat 
sucli  acts  were  in  distinct  contravention  of  tlic  assnrances  of 
the  Kussinn  Ctovcmuient  that  its  troo^is  wouhl  do  nothiii*; 
to  precipitate  n  conflict  with  the  Afghans.  He  also  pninicil 
out  that  the  Amir's  orders  to  Iiis  gencnds  were  to  resist  any 
Russian  advance,  and  timt  they  must  sooner  or  later  take 
steps  to  stop  these  acts  of  aggression.  In  his  reply  to  this, 
Colonel  Zakrchewski  deprecatetl  any  intention  ou  the  i<irt 
of  his  Excellency  General  KoniarofT  to  hring  nliout  a 
collision,  ancl  complained  of  the  advance  of  the  Afghan 
troops  and  outposts.  The  only  ground,  apparently,  tliat  he 
had  for  this  allegation,  was  that  the  Afghans  luid  lieen 
strengthening  their  intrenchments  west  of  Tul-i-khisliti,  and 
had  )>ushcd  forwanl  a  small  outpost  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Murghab  in  onler  to  give  early  information  of  any 
advance  of  Kussian  troops. 

Tiiese  nets  of  aggression  on  the  ]xirt  of  the  Kussiaus  at 
first  ])roduced  a  restless  spirit  among  the  Saruks.  The 
headmen  came  flocking  into  the  l»ritisli  cam]»  with  reiR*we«l 
olfers  of  assistance  to  drive  out  the  Kussians.  Tliesc  of 
course  had  to  Ini  refused.  On  the  28th  Marcli,  Ca|Kjiin 
Yate  went  to  Ak-tapa  and  examined  the  Afghan  |Misition, 
witli  a  view  to  ascertain  if  Colonel  Zakrehewsiki  liml 
any  solid  ground  for  his  assertion  that  the  Afglians  luiil 
advanceil.  lie  found  there  was  none.  So  lie  wn»te  and 
asked  for  another  interview.  On  the  morning  of  the  29tli, 
he  got  a  note  from  the  Xaih  Salar  asking  him  to  como  down 
to  Ak-ta]>a.  On  arrival  the  Naih  handed  him  two  lottery, 
tlie  one  in  Kussian  and  Persian  from  Komanilf,  diitHrting 
him  to  evacuate  the  left  Irnnk  of  the  Khuslik  altogetlicr,  and 
the  right  hank  of  the  Murghab  aliove  the  junction  of  tlic  two 
rivers,  before  4  P.M.  The  other  was  a  letter  from  Colonel 
Zakrcliewski  acce])ting  the  invitation  to  an  interview  for  3 
r.M.  that  day,  and  requesting  tliat  the  Afghan  generals  and 
governor  might  also  be  present.  The  Xaib  tlien  gave  htm 
a  third  letter,  written  in  Persian  and  in  the  same  hand* 
writing  as  the  first,  re([uesting  an  inter\'iew  with  the  Naib 
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tfiikvmi  ikf  I'HOfrfniye  of  Ike  IlriiM  o/frrrt.  Il  will  lie  teen 
fniiii  tliH  Ih»w  well  it  wit^  tliat  no  direct  comiiiiiiiicatimi  wliat* 
r%fr  liii«l  ]io«iiim|  lietwceti  tlic  Af;;ltaiiii  nml  the  KussiaiiA.  It 
wn%  tlic*  cHiljr  WAY  til  |in*vciit  eirortiuilljr  even  a  ftUA|iicinii  of 
tnmeliory  ii|in*niliii^  aiiHHi;*  tho  Af^lmn  aoKlieiy.  IlAvin;; 
»<ht«c^l  tilt*  Naib  to  ltA%*e  hi«  troopii  in  |intiti«»n  lief«»rv  4  r.M. 
«n«l  l«»  nMiuiin  nl  tlH*ir  lit*n«l,  C*a|>lAin  Vat«,  acmiu|«inic«l  hy 
Mr  Mrrk,  ('Afilnin  «lc  I^<*moc,  l>r  t>wcn,  An«l  SAnUr  Slior 
AlinM«il.  |if«H^*<^l4*<l  tnwAnU  tlN?  Af;:lian  pickrK  ouUt<lc  wlitch 
tlirv  niri  t'«»l«Hitl  /AkrrlH*w«»ki  with  tlio  ollH*r  coliHivk  And 
fir\t*nil  jiiiii<*r  «»lhcf*ni  And  2'»  (*«i«Miickft.  Aftor  lunch,  tite 
rlMiii)<i«.'tic  «n«l  clicrdoCn  of  which  A|»|iinirt*<l  to  nnnrt  with 
il«t  Hh^l  a|>|inviiiti<Hi  fmtu  tin*  l%n%M*in  ofluvr*.  lHiftini*M  cnm* 
uaciid'ol.  ('o|«iiH*l  /;ikrrlM'w%ki  in«|iiiml  why  no  Af^luuiA 
mrrr  pn^M^nt ;  and  uhcn  infoniieil  that  tliej  now  cfin«i«k*reil 
tln'ir  |»ro|«rr  |iUoc  to  lie  At  tiM*  head  «>f  tWir  tfooiM.  lie  hvdceil 
mtlK^r  n«*n|»lu«H*«l.  Ilv  tlN*n  «lAtr«l.  in  foniuil  wi»nlii  which  hail 
r^i*h*ntly  U*cfi  |in*|ian«<l  for  tin*  creation,  tliat  liii  Kxctdlcncjr 
(M*nt*ntl  K«inianiff  nmld  n«>t  n*mn«l  hi^  ultimatum,  an«l  tliat 
tin*  in%oU*ncc  of  tlio  Af;:hAiui  could  not  lie  tolcratnl  any 
l*4ts^.  Wlicn  a«k<Hl  to  ^vr  in%taiicf4  (»f  Iho  Af^lian  in^o- 
l«  iNv.  Ih*  %iid  tlH*\  liml  dctAiiH<«l  for  t%irnty-foiir  iMHim  a  Ttirk«»* 
man  mln*  fia«a  Kiiimian  Mih}<«ct,  tluit  thrrc  of  tln'ir  vr«lctt(*a 
IumI  CI4IIC  cloN*  u|»  to  iIm?  Hu^ftiitn  vctWttt*^  An«l  n«c«l  ohjection* 
aI4c*  Lin;n>«iM«'.  and  tliat  tli«*y  had  advAncnl  Wyoiitl  ilic  pnni* 
tii«o  ocnt|iidl  l*y  tlN*m  when  iIk*  nu%*ian4  arrivril«Hi  tlic  2**»tlu 
I  If  furllirr  a<ldtHl  tltat  (iciN^ral  Koniar^tfT  liatl  rr|«irtcil  to  tlia 
liM^Aun  (to^fnim<*nt  that  l*ul-i*khi^hti  wa«  in  tlie  liandt  of 
the  ISn««ian«.  ami  tliat  nmdi  l^rm;*  tin*  ca«c,  lie  mii%t  make 
f»nm\  ht«  m<»ftL  (*a|ilain  Yate  drt*w  tlirir  attenti«in  to  tlie 
fart  tltat  the  tnfliti};  cliar;^**  uf  vifdctn^e  brou^^ht  Ity  them 
a;9am«i  tlic  Afghans  %ii*re  a  mere  fan-c  in  cumpartaoii  with 
tlie  advance  of  two  Uv^  Unlira  of  KntAtan  tfoo|««  on  tlie  27lll. 
To  tliit  Zakrcliew»ki  liad  of  cmtrae  no  rvply.  Ifr  then  iminted 
ont  that  tlie  Uuattant  liad  never  Urn  at  ISil-i-khiabti 
When  tliey  ftra  oune  down  alvMit  20th  Felmmry,  thn 
Af|;liaM  bad  ACofified  them  at  Ktiil*U|HL  Finally,  he  in* 
iofmed  tlieni  that  theur  intention  of  attaddng  tlaa  Afghana 
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was  ill  distinct  contravention  of  the  Assurances  pven  to  LnnI 
(frnnvillo  by  M.  de  (iicrs,  and  that,  although  a  triflin;;  ques- 
tion of  withdrawing  vedettes  and  pickets  to  a  little  distance 
vnVfiht  he  ntt(*nded  to,  no  aliandonnient  of  the  left  liank  of 
tlic  Khuslik  by  the  Afghans  was  possible.     He  furtlier  n*- 
<iue$tcd  that  the  matter  might  lie  again  submitted  t<»  (!i*ii- 
eral  Komaroff,  and  that  he  might  l>e  favouretl  with  a  reply. 
Here  the  interview  ende<l,  and  l)otli  jxirties  having  shaken 
hands,  witlidrew.     In  the  consultation  that  followe«l  with  the 
Afghan  otlicials,  the  Naib  Salar  said  that  if  he  altandmie*) 
the  left  hank  of  tlie  Khnshk,  his  troo])s  would  susfiect  him  of 
troac'herv  and  melt  awav.     Valantush  Khan  said  tluit  the 
withdrawal  of  tlie  Afghan  troojis  wouM  be  the  signal  ft»r  a 
rising  among  the  Saniks.     It  was  therefore  decideil  to  fight 
if  the  liiissians  attarke<l.     I  may  add  tliat  the  opinion  prev- 
alent among  the  Itritisji  odicers  was  that  the  Russians  would 
not  attack.     The  event,  however,  ]»n»ve<l  that  their  surmiw; 
was  wrong.     It   is  worthy  of  remark   that  as  the    r»nti«h 
otlicers  rcnle  down  the  Afghan  lincM  that  evening,  ahmist  all 
tlie  men  stood   n]),  salaamed,  and  welcometl  theUL     TliiH  is 
jHTJiaps  the  first  time  in  the  annals  of  histor}'  tliat  an  Afghan 
has  exhibited  snch  a  display  of  giMnl  feeling  towanls  Hrit«ns, 
lA't  us  h(»]>e  it  is  not  thr  last.     The  ISussians  and  Afglians 
having  been  disjMised  i>f,  there  still  remained  the  Turkomans 
to  l»e  soothed  and  put  to  WhI  in  ]»eace.     It  was  amsoipiently 
.S  A.M.  on  the  i)Oth  lK*f<»re  one  <»r  more  of  tlie  Uritish  olliciTs 
laid  their  heails   on  their  ]Mlh»w.s.      AlMiut  C.30  they  were 
aroused  from   their   .sluml»ers   by  the  sound   of  firing.     >lr 
Merk  (who  had  only  conu^  in  from  Kalah-i-maur  the  previ<ms 
<lay,  and  was  just  starting  to  return  to  liis  jKist)  rotle  straight 
oir  to  warn  Captain   Heath  al   Kalah-i-maur.     Tlie   otlK^m 
awaited  the  issue  of  evrnl.s.     Soon  the  Sanik  headmen,  in- 
cluding Junm  Islian,  Khalifa  Kahman  Venli,  Aka  Moliaiiinic«l, 
Mi'htar  1^1  i,  and  others  of  the  most  influential  men,  arri%\HL 
The  Sanik  ixipulace  was  seen  swarming  on  horso  and  fofii 
towanls  the  scene  of  the  contlict.     It  was  a  misty,  drizsly 
morn,  so  but  little  could  Ik;  seen. 

For  the  details  of  the  Kussian  attack,  none  but  Afghan 
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etiikticf  U  fi»illK'tiiitiii;«.  AUmt  7.30  the  mhiihU  ul  firing 
bcctiiM*  weaker,  aiMl  it  wn^  at  fimt  thmiglit  tiMt  the  Afglmnw 
lia«l  n*tMil^c«l  tin!  nii^iaiui.  It  wa^  itot  nn,  liowe%'cr.  TIhi 
distant  mhiihU  f»f  finti;*  lK*Anl  were  away  mi  tlio  ri'^lit  bank  of 
tht*  lUnnrliali.  u|i  wliirli  a  Imtly  of  Kiiiwiiiiit  infantry  luiil  atl* 
%aiKT«l  to  ili%loil;«o  tlio  Klia<«Ma4lan  tlH*tv  |M>Hti*«L  Ihith  iIn* 
Ku«Man  flank  attacks  U*in;;  uncciWul,  tlio  Af^^liaiH  rmnnionml 
to  rvtitvacpMatlir  KluifUtk  by  tlio  INil-i-kliinlitt  (lirick  liritl^*>. 
Tito  Af;:lian«  nta<lo  a  fatal  i*m»r  in  n«it  Ktivn^^tltonin};  tlK*ir  loft 
flank.  TlN*y  tni«ti*il  in  iIn*  «ii%'alry,  wliich  wa^  aiin|4y  nniwn 
fWnrn  by  tin*  Knviian  infiintr}*  fin*.  Autlirntic  iv|iortii  aay  tliat 
tlw  nnnAian  fnrrt*  at  Viiritu-lii|ia  wa<i  .*HH)0  ntnui;;.  If  no.  thoy 
tl«iuUk-«%  attai  k<*il  in  iivc*rwlH*lniin;;  ffirco.  It  in  nnci'rtain 
if  tlio  Klni«lik  w:i<i  fitnliibb*.  «ir  if  tlio  Af;!lian4  attoni|4oil 
to  n-iin*  arnf^i  it  ihi  h«irm«  «ir  font.  If.  liowovor,  n^fmrl*  lai 
trtH*.  itit-y  w«*n*  ti*rnt»ly  «lociniato«l  bofuro  tlioy  pH  acnMn  ami 
oat  <»f  nln;^?  of  tin*  Kn«%iAn  tin*.  I  lia^*o  lioani  tlio  loaa  mti* 
itiiiiiol  at  fnnu  .VH)  t«i  IKK)  killt^il  ami  wihiihIo«L  I  i^n  hanlly 
l«*ii<*\-o  that  o\cn  tlio  U'^m^r  IHv^rv  in  n<«t  too  hi«;lu  An  fcir 
tin*  i:u«*t*in  K*^,  nftthinj;  i^  kiH>wn  f^f  iL  Hut  a<i  tin)  n«in* 
Imlaut^  caino  to  lian«l-i<»-liait*l  ti;;btiiiu.  it  in  |»n»lMiblc  tliat 
thry  Imt  iKit  a  fow.  Tin*  |«Hir  Af^'luin*,  with  tlH*ir  Kiifk*l«U 
ami  «im«4h-lpon*«.  tlit*ir  cn\m  ami  iIn*  |iowtlor  in  tlio  nip|4o<i 
flaui|io*l  liy  a  tii;:lit  fi|iiiit  in  tiN*  miii.  cmtM  iki  but  littlo 
apiin«c  tlio  ltn«Aian  \*ti||«*y«.  Tlio  n»ll  of  tlio  lhnf«lan«  waa 
clrarly  •liMin;mi«liiililo  fnnii  tlio  |an|v|in|i  of  tlio  Af^iao  imk^ 
|«mlotit  firiii;;.  With  liti^  inin^loil  tlio  mar  ol  tlio  Af^lMn 
ft^UK  ll  i«  ih4  yot  kmmn  wltotlior  tlimo  ptna  won?  with* 
flmvn  or  al«iml«HH<<l.     It  wan  all  ovrr  in  \cm  tlian  nn  Inmr. 

Tm  continito  my  arciHiiit  of  tin*  o\*i*iit4  iif  tlio  .tOlli.  A« 
•no«  a«  tlio  firititf  Irpin.  t««»  aowan  of  tlio  Miiall  raroft  fif  the 
llth  Itni;^*!  Ijiiicmdl  ii*on>«offe  |M»toil  a*  aoiithea  oit  the 
tv«*  a|t|tn«rlH*a  to  tlio  llriit*h  ranifv  Stune  Turkoman  piiik*« 
woro  thm  amt  out  to  aaiYrtain  tho  nr«nlt  «>f  tlw  on;;«i:iniiont. 
IlHvrm  i  ami  9  A.M.  a  ^ninlo  rrtornoil  ami  n*|«ort<U  that 
tht  itatatant  had  tlriron  tlio  Afjrfuina  acmat  the  Khoahk.    Ity 
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this  time  nil  the  leailin;;  Snnika  were  nMciiiMcil  in  tlie 
r»ritis]i  camp.  They  were  toM  to  keep  quiet.  Tliat  tlu\r 
refrained  from  hnrnasin^  the  Af;;liAn4  is  a  sipml  pniof  of 
their  confuKMice  in  Piritinh  protection,  Tlioy  <lid  not  even 
Unw\\  the  wounded  and  Atrn^Iera.  Sonic  few  woundoil  mni« 
into  the  Urilish  camp,  ami  were  tcnde<l  by  l>r  Owen.  Tliey, 
as  well  as  ftevenil  stra;:^ler»,  ncconi)Ninie<l  the  Uritisli  c^nip  to 
(rulran.  Aliout  nine  oVl<H.*k  the  Af<;han  troofiA  wci\>  Mvn 
dimly  throu;,'h  the  mist  retroatin;;  in  |ierfect  onlcr  nlon«;  tlio 
rond  to  Maniehak.  The  Naih  Snlnr  wnt  in  r  nle!w^•n;^•^  to 
n»k  whether  he  .should  retreat  hy  the  Mur^hnli  or  tlie  Khn!«hk 
valley.  He  was  aclvi.siHl  U*  retreat  hy  tlic  latter,  lint  never- 
llu'lcss  chose  the  former.  Tlien^  would  jHtdiahly  have  lioiii 
a  diniculty  alnMit  Aup]die.s  on  the  Khushk,  wlien^an  at  lUla 
Mur;^diah  they  were  ohtainalde  in  ahundancc.  It  in  wiid  tluit 
all  the  Firnzkulii  and  Hazara  settlers  fin  tlie  left  Imnk  of  the 
river  at  liala  Mur;»hah,  as  soon  as  they  licanl  of  the  Af;;han 
defeat,  packed  up  their  ^oods  and  chattels  and  made  oflf  to 
their  own  country.  They  pn»hahly  dreadtnl  the  defeatc«l 
Af;^han  more  than  the.  victorious  Hums.  Thu  •TnniMiidi^  on 
the  ri;;ht  hank  stayed  where  they  were.  Why  ?  ]kH*au^*  tlio 
river  was  swollen  and  unfnnlahle.  latest  rep<»rts  say  tlie 
Af^^han  army  is  now  encam]K'tl  at  Kahdi-i-nau  niid  Khiislik. 

Shortly  after  the  Af;:han  fon^  Imve  in  sij^ht,  Vnlantiish 
Khan,  witli  a  InHly  of  Jamshitii  horse,  riMle  up  to  the  llritisli 
.  camp.  (*aptain  Vate  infornunl  him,  as  well  as  the  Turkuiiian 
elders  present,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  n*iiiain  with  them, 
and  Iiave  an  interview  with  the  Ihissians  as  scmhi  as  circuni* 
stances  jxTinitted.  Yalantush  ex]»ress4Ml  hi**  willin^niess  to 
remain,  and  sat  down  anionjr  i||(.  Turkiunans  in  (*a|itnin  Yates 
kliirfjfth,  A  letter  was  then  written  to /akHiewski  oncriiijf 
Dr  Owen's  services  for  the  wounded.  Tliis  was  iiitniste«l  to 
Aka  Mohammeil.  chief  of  the  Sukhtis,  ami  one  of  the  ni<ist 
inliuential  men  in  ranjdeh,  and  to  Melitar  Ikii,  head  of  tlio 
Dadakuli  Sukhtis,  for  conveyance  to  its  destination.  On  llicir 
return  tliey  re]Nirte<l  that  AlikhanofV  hatl  met  them,  taken  the 
letter  and  jwsse^l  it  on,  hut  liatl  vouchsafeil  no  reply,  excc|pl 
to  order  them  to  collect  their  men  and  attack  tlie  llritisli 
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aunii  at  tmcf,  Tnil^'  nii  iirtum  worthy  of  a  civilUi^l  Piiwer! 
<Ni  lininti{*  tlii«  iIn*  Tiirkoiiuin  eUetn  M  muX  that  tli«re  wns 
Mrr  to  Ijc  m  «li«tiirl«ti(x«,  ainl  tlmt  tlie  llriti«h  iilTicem  iilHmlil 
witliilniw  at  •hu'c  At  tlio  mtiiu!  tiiii«.  Mimt*  thn*atoiiitig  Uii* 
inta;«t*  wa«  tiiii*«l  tnwanli  VahiiituiUi  Kliaii.  wIm>  tliemi|Mm 
l«*niiitc  <lrriik<«ll3r  ahirtiKsil.  aii«I  was  f«»r  liriii^  <iff  at  oihv. 
C/iiitain  Vate,  liowcvt^r,  n*«|iH*<4i*«l  him  to  n*iiiain  UiihU*  him, 
att<l  \m  tli«l  mi.  A  ki^ciiimI  krttrr  mnn  tlH*ii  written  ti»  Xnkr* 
rlK*w«ki,  •IcttiaiHUii^  an  iiitfr\i<*w,  ami  a  pianl  to  |»Mte(-t  i\w 
mm|i.  T«»  thi4  likcwi«ie  mi  n'ply  wa«  trivfn,  an<l  iiltaiM  in>*w 
lotHiH'iiianlr  m<in*  <Titi<*til.  Tiirk««mNh  after  Turkmnan  t-amo 
in  til  Ak.i  M«*liammc<l  n*|ii»ilin}:  tliat  tlw  l»n«»>i4in^  hml  i*rtU*n*il 
iIm*  Sarukn  to  attack  tln^  llHli^h  ramp.  Finally,  a  man  rnaW 
in  ami  Mii<l  tliiit  Alikliam*fr  IumI  c»ni*n*«l  1000  Iftrftms  (400 
mpn-^)  f<ir  tlio  lica<l  «*f  ctu*h  ltnti«h  iHtitxT.  (HlK*r«  aay  tliat 
thi«  mihlv  <iffrr  wa«  Hr%t  nin«lr  to  Aku  M*«liamnK*«l  ami  >li*htiir 
lUi  in  |ii*r«*n.  an«l  rt*|ii»ni^l  hy  tliem  ac^mlintrly.  •luAt  at  tliia 
iMnmcnt.  ti«i,  the*  M»n  of  .Sinik  KIwn,  rhi«f  of  tin*  Yulatant 
hamk^  tmle  U}i  rla«l  in  a  ovit  fmi«l  to  luvc  U*k>ii;;i*«l  t«i  Sliah 
Murail  Khan,  tlic  »lain  ci»lom*l  of  tlic  I/i;:ar  rr;nMK*nt.  ami 
lirarini*  in  hin  luiml  a  |iair  «»f  Um^n  tvr^p^nwLnl  a«  Irlmi^nit^  to 
(nrnrml  ttliau»*n«Ulin.  T1h*««*  latter.  Ik*  Mii«l.  ( itrm«ral  Kom* 
•r«tlf  Itatl  M*nl  a*  a  |m*^*nt  to  (*a|4ain  Vale  A  in^nna  act  of 
tIaManllv  in«i>lt*m'v  »ii«  li  a<»  thi<»  %li«iwr«|  that  m*itlM*r  cnnrtr^r 

9  m 

•mr  ;:t*nmMiiy  wa%  t<i  U*  r\|«Hiei|  fri»m  «■>  i;;n«*l»lr  a  foe. 

Hit  fmlt*r  f«ir  i^ukin;;  ami  marchni;:  wa^  tlM*n*fcifi*  i^MinL 
At  tlio  l«««lins*  pr«i;?ft*«Mril  tlir  }^*neral  c\nt«*im*nt  n»cicn«nlahly 
innvA^nl.  Many  Samka  wrn*  now  lianpni;  rouml  tlir  camp, 
•ml  tlir  rltancr  of  a  ^^ooil  |«mi|  mn*t  Imiv«  aort'ly  temjitt^l  tlirtn. 
Itat  tlir  lirmlmrn  rrniatnetl  alaiicli.  Yalantu*h  K  han't  mm 
wrrr  llir  firM  tii  nio\e  off;  ami  thrtr  chirf  moitnteU  to  fi4* 
hfw  iliem.  Imt  ilitwonntnl  a;:ain  at  ('a|4AUi  Yat«*a  rminrat. 
It  waa  iMpoftant  to  a\iml  any  a|i|tmfanee  of  nmlne  bnrry 
or  pttntc.  Shortly  aftrrwar%U  YaUntutli  tocrMiilnl  ta  p*t* 
tiac  •|«iHly  away,  ami  {■rvn'iMvlin;;  with  hit  men  thniii;^* 
tW  Hnkliti  bamlHa.  took  up  a  poaitioo  on  an  tmitufnem 
WfottcL  At  laat  the  kaMtini;  waa  r>«i|»Wleil;  aad  tliea 
Caplata  Yat««  who,  with  Katt  Mubammnl  Aalam  and  Saidar 
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Slior  AIiiihhI  Klinii,  Mnycnl  to  th<*  wry  Xnni,  having;  w?cii  i\w 
mules  ncn>s8  the  bri<l':c  over  the*  limnd  deep  canal  lianl  l>r. 
ro«Ie  out  tlirou;^!!  the  Sanik  liaiiiletM,  etfcorletl  by  Jitiiia  Iftlian 
and  Aku  MolminiiKMl.  Only  a  few  ctrtinnissariat  stann  an<l 
one  or  two  tonls  \vuri»  left  lieliiu<l.  However,  it  wa«  veiy 
lit  til!  use  savin;:  kit  at  the  risk  of  life*,  only  to  liwe  it  in  a 
niisonihjo  liurricane  a  few  daya  later.  It  U  aai«l  that  a  ImmIv 
(»f  Tokke  horso  rotle  into  the  UritiHli  camp  a  fewmiiiuti^  after 
it  was  evacuated.  A  native  who  went  liack  f«)r  flomethin^  wan 
Imsiled  out  hy  Mfhtar  l»ui  with  the  wonK"  1^»  ii«»t  yim  aee  tlie 
Trkke.H  enmin;;^"  (.*a]»tiiin  ile  T4ae>4«oe*»  0<K»k  al?*o  waa  left 
K'Innd,  and  i*eseued  hy  a  Turkoman.  He  milMeipieiitly  «le- 
scrilKMl  vividiv  how  the  Tekk(*8  and  CoMackii  came  in  and 
8tripi»ed  him.  and  wnuM  have  killnl  him  had  the  Sanika  not 
inter<M'ded.  llnw  much  of  this  is  invention  in  lianl  t4>  »ay. 
The  Saruks  theni^elve.<«  undnuhtetlly  l<K»k  a  pMiniucnt  aliarc 
in  lc)ntin<:  what  little  \va»  h*ft,  hut  touched  mithiiig  till  after 
Captain  Vate's  ile]>arlnn\ 

It  was  afteninon  when  tht»  British  camp  ;;<»t  umk*r  way. 
Thf  ;,Miidrs  pivr  out  that  ihry  w«Te  ;:<»in;;  to  Manichak.  A* 
soon  as  ilie  |K\rty  was  rlrar  of  the  Sarnk  hamlets,  leave  wan 
taken  of  the  headmen  who  had  adhere<l  to  them  no  sKinchly 
throu;;h  thiek  and  thin  :  siniu  after,  Valantunh  Khan,  leaving; 
ten  of  Ins  men,  also  t<M.k  leave  and  nnle  on  to  join  the  Af;;lian 
troo])s.  Ahoul  seven  miles  from  Tanjileh  the  Uriti^^h  |wriy 
left  the  road  and  nnle  strai^dit  acn»ss  the  hills  towanU  Kalali- 
i-maur.  At  sunset  a  halt  was  made  to  adjufit  hvuU,  and  short 
halts  fn)m  time  to  time  U\  let  the  rear  mules  cloac  up.  It 
rained  ineessjintly.  At  midni;:ht  tht*  Khushk  waa  reaches  1,  and 
as  it  was  dillicidt  to  drsrond  into  the  river-lic<l  and  ini)Mmhle 
to  cross  the  flooiled  river  in  the  ni;;lit,  all  lay  in  tlic  rain  on 
the  l»are  hillside  till  dawn.  The  mules  stood  laden  and  llio 
horses  saddled,  and  everylMnly  huddl(Ml  close  toj^'tlier  to  keep 
out  the  cold.  At  dayli;;ht  they  descen«le<l  into  the  valley  of 
the  Khushk.  Then*  they  were  met  hy  a  Turkoman  sent  out 
by  Mr  Merk.  On  his  (^fr  Merk's)  arrival  at  Kalah-i-roaur, 
Captain  Heath  had  ]>acked  up  and  moved  a  few  miles  up  tlie 
river. 
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Il  AfvpcAn  Umii  two  <li(l<rn*nt  reports  at  to  tlic  route  taken 
UjT  the  PanjtMi  partj  were  Uoairlit  in  to  Ca|iUin  Heath. 
Hmcr,  no  <|4HiU.  lie  wan  nnable  to  •end  out  hi4  towart  to  meet 
ami  escort  tliem  to  Kalah-i-manr.    Tlie  ri^er  was  ao  deep  that 
mnka  coukl  not  crow  it,  ao  tlie  Turkoman  ie<l  tlieni  up  the 
riirlit  t«uk  ol  tlie  rivi*r  fur  ae^'eral  niiloa,  until  tliej  niet  Sulai* 
tlar  MalKicnetl  Hiiitain  Klian  with  aoiue  camelt.    Tlie  haitla 
were  tlien  trantfeneil,  ami  all  croaagil  over  about  9  A.M.    Cat»- 
tain  lleatirn  |«rty  wiit  fuund  kaidcnl  mitl  reatljr  to  start ;  to 
after  rmtin;:  aii<l  fG<<«lin;!  tlio  lioraca  ami  mules.  I  lie  nian*h  was 
cnniinunl  tn('haiiian-i-U*il  al«»n|;  tin*  left  l«nk  <•(  tlic  Kliuslik. 
Tlie  males  tl<nimlorL*il  ami  fell  in  tite  niml  ami  niin*.  ami  it 
was  hm;i  after  dark  wlien  tlie  cani|iin$*-placv  was  resiclieiL 
Tlicn  it  was  found  tluit  all  tlie  sup}»lies  which  IukI  Uvii  sent 
no  t\m  previous  ilar,  witd  on  the  n;;lit  Isink,  ami  couM  not 
cn««a  tlie  swollen  mrvam.     So  man  nml  lieast  liad  to  p>  mons 
or  lr«i  sup|irrl<-*«»  to  l^;«l.     Here  Ucsialdar  Maj«»r  Mahomed 
Hu«ain  met  llioni,  ami  reportc«l  tliat  tlMm^jli  tlie  Jamsliiili 
ptanl  weiv  Mill  taking;  rare  ol  the  suppliM  at  !»litn,  thej  wrm 
in  lK*urljr  ilrvad  of  U*in;;  attark(*«l  l>r  the  Cofwacks  ami  Akhal 
Trkkes  at  Akral«t,  w1h«^  nuniUTs  li.id  liren  iiicreaseil  to 
400  (<ithers  my  :\00\    <>n  llie  niontiw  (Ist  A|inlK  after  a 
ni;:lit  s  rest,  whi<*h  tlie  I'anjtMi  fvirty,  liavin;*  marrhe«l  60 
miles  in  thirty  iMHirs  ami  luul  no  skx*p  for  fortr,  certaiiilj 
ncrdc«l.  tliry  marrhnl   25  mik^.  cani|>ins  10  mile«  lv}*oiiil 
Isltm.      TIn*   rixrr  lietn};    in   flood,  tlie   wsier  was  not.  aa 
tt«tijil.  umlnnksl»l)r  salt     Near  I«lim  tlirx^e  Tekkrs  were  niri 
l<ir  tlie  11th  llen;rsl  binrrn.     The<ir  wen»  rempiiscil  \vy  Ca|»- 
tain  Vate  ami  his  onlerliea  as  lK*looinn;:  to  the  isirty  thrjr 
fovml  at   Ak-ral4it   at   tlie  emi   of   Fel«iisr}r.      Lientmant 
L^«tittski.  thej  saiil,  was  at  Ziillikar.    As  some  of  tlie  Af|;lian 
f«pti\ca  lietrajeil  an  unct^nmon  itchini;  to  make  dajlif^l 
tkm«;:h  the  ra}airea,  thrj  wm»  kept  undrr  (Vi|4ain  Yate*a 
pf«it«rtii«i  until  tlie  Af;:hans  lia«l  |«i«icil«  ami  then  (luietljr  lei 
fp9  with  a  pidite  note  to  I»|aitiaakL     It  aftfiears  to  me  that 
lhfmi|:ho«t  tills  Uiistne«a  the  Hntish  ol&oer  has  scuted  adecisira 
Ttcsofj  in  poittt  ol  pmeroaitjr  ami  display  uf  aoMiefij  and 
faatbrnanlj  fcelim;  over  the  Knssiaa. 
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Captain  dc  Lacssoe  and  Siilmdar  ^lalionieil  Htu«ain  Khan 
i*eniainc<l  behind  at  Chaiuan-i-licd  on  the  rooming  of  the  1st, 
to  ^'et  the  camels  with  the  supplies  and  onicc-reconlB  acnn 
the  river.  The  river  was  still  very  hi;;h,  and  the  caiucl-ineu 
refuse<l  to  cross.  At  last  some  stray  Turkoumns  appeared  <»n 
the  scene  and  bctraye<l  an  intentitm  of  looting;.  However, 
Subn<lar  Mahomed  Husain  Khan  pulled  out  his  revolver, 
and  at  the  8i;^dit  of  that  they  IiesitatetL  Shortly  after,  two 
or  tliree  sowars  of  the  11th  IWn^^al  Lancers  hove  in  hi^rht, 
and  then  tlic  chicken-hrarteil  thieves  bolted.  Tlie  camels 
then  crossed  witliout  hiss;  but  Captain  do  Jjicssoe  and  tlie 
renr-^^unrd  did  not  ^'tt  in  till  2  A.M.  on  the  2<1,  on  which 
day  tlie  marcli  was  continued  to  the  Commissioners'  camp 
at  Cfulrnn  (30  miles),  which  was  reachetl  about  dusk.  On 
the  3d  there  was  a  liah.  The  remainder  of  tlie  story  I 
have  alroadv  narrated. 

It  is  scarcely  necess;iry  to  exjiatiate  on  the  conduct  of  llic 
liussians.  The  facts  sin^nk  f«)r  themsidves.  Tlie  treatment 
accorded  by  them  to  the  liritish  ollieers  is  only  an  cxa«5^*ra- 
tion  of  tliat  which  the  Russian  (lovernment  has  acconled  to 
tlie  Commission.  It  slmuld,  liowover,  Ik;  notetl  tliat  KtmiamlT 
did  all  in  liis  power  to  jirnvnke  a  collision,  and  tlien  attackeil 
the  Af^'hatis,  eitlier  in  wanton  disn-^^ard  for  the  Oj^surances 
{^'iven  by  M.  do  (liers  to  Lord  (5ran\ille,  or  acting;  u\9im  Mwne 
Si'cret  nn<U*rstandinj;.  If  n-lianct*  can  Ikj  place<l  in  llie  n»jioriJ« 
of  the  Turkomans,  the  Kussian  trfMipHafler\vanl8  retire«l  across 
the  Kbushk.  Colonel  AlikhanoH  cnteretl  thedeM»rte«l  Afj^lian 
camp,  sent  for  tiie  Sariik  headmen,  infonnetl  them  that  tlnry 
nnist  now  look  to  him  for  orders,  and  directeil  them  to  sidect 
from  amon^  their  numl»er  a  chief  who  would  lie  responsible 
to  him  for  the  maintenance  (»f  order.  This,  it  is  saiil,  tlie 
Saniks  of  Panjdeh  refused  to  do,  assertin;;  tliat  they  were 
British  subjects,  and  meant  to  remain  so.  TlK»se,  of  c<iur»% 
are  the  reports  brou^^ht  in  Iicrs  and  n<»t  by  any  iiieaiis  re- 
liable. Still,  viewed  with  the  evidences  I  have  brou^dit  for- 
wanl  aliove  of  the  disailection  of  the  Tekkes  and  Yulatiin 
Saruks  towar<ls  the  Czar,  and  the  kei»nness  of  the  Soniks  to 
attack  the  Kussians,  they  are  not  unworthy  of  citMlencc    It 
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i^  aI«)  rppnrt<*«l  tliat  AliklMiioir  Itiui  l<«ft  Tiitijiloli,  ami  tlmt 
K'Htumir  lui4  not  n*tunic<l  thither  fnmi  Mvrv,  m  he  Mi«l 
lit*  w(Hil«L'  X<»iwithfiUiKliii;;  tlio  ricktHj  cfm<liii<Hi  of  llie 
MaAlilui<l-TelM*nui  wire,  which  lui*  t««cii  tiiiich  fthnttrrc*!  hy 
Ut«*  AUmii^.  tlir  news  of  tlio  IVinj«leh  t*ngnpMn<*nt  Im^  tv^m 
tranMiiittcil  to  L/MMhrn.  No  one  known  wluit  titc  ftttun*  of  ; 
tilt*  C<»iintii«it«>n  nmr  tn*.  TYic  CMn*enK»r  of  Herat  an«l  Knxi 
Saatl-inUhn  arv  ciicaiu|ieil  on  tin*  n;;ht  tmnk  of  tiie  river  \ 
(we  are  on  the  left)  near  iIh*  hri«l;^*.  Mr  llertiert  fnun  ! 
Ma«lilia<l  an<l  Mr  Finn  fn»ni  Turl«it-i-SlMikh  Jam  arriveil 
laM  ni*^lit,  an«l  CafiUin  TalUii  thi<«  nioniin;:.  Anit«l  tin* 
Mirrin*^  inci«Knit«  <»f  tlie  i«i«4  month  aiHl  UKtrr.  tlN*re  \ul% 
l«*m  little  h*i«itre  to  «leal  with  tin*  movenK*nt^  of  %ur^'ejr 
antl  otlier  |«it ira.  However,  if  we  are  to  ft|ienil  nome  time 
kete  in  inarti«Hi.  aA  aeemi  |ioiifiihh*,  there  will  be  am|ile 
letMire  f<ir  tliat.  Aftfr  three  week*  of  aliiMMt  iitce«iani 
min.  we  arp  n<»w  laxnriatin}*  in  a  tfiell  of  p»nial  unnaliine. 
It  i«  nrttlier  \ti4  nor  codl,  Imt  a  perfect  liappy  nieilintu. 
Mr  Merk  i«  almut  to  MUrt  for  a  trip  aloni*  the  Terao-Afglian 
frontier,  ami  I  purpoaa  to  pay  a  ra|ii<l  \  iait  to  Maaklia«L 


•  al^«tly  ilt«r  %km  Mi4  M  riHiJM^  Otwtttl  Kmmm^  mnwi  !•  Iift»« 
««lMim««  Mi  lf«M|«  t«  KiiA  taf^  Uunt^  m^j  m  m%fmA  aft  A4-li^i^ 
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CHAPTER    X. 


A     VISIT     TO     MASIIIIAP. 


Mashhad.  itJ  Afrii. 

Some  tm  days  n'^o  ^^r  Ilorljort  aii<l  Mr  Finn  joine«l  our  f:inii» 
at  Tirpul.  TIio  fonnor  lias  fi»r  tho  |wst  six  woelcA  Ui»n  at 
^^asIllla(l  aoliii;,'  as  scrretaiy  lo  Mr  Contlie  Stei>licn.  Tlio 
laltrr  rcsuU's  at  Tnrhat-i-Shaikh  Jam,  some  CO  niilfs  north- 
west  of  Kuljsaii,  ami  lioMs  ti»m]H>raril}'  Colonel  Stewart*^ 
fornuT  apiK)iiitiiu'iil.  As  Mr  IlerlH'rt  was  aUmt  t«>  retnni  to 
Masliliad,  carrviii;^  the  dospatches  that  Mr  Comlic  Sto|»hen  is 
to  War  to  Ii<»]i<lou  (ho  stariotl  this  inornin*;  fnnn  Maslihad  for 
Astnihad),  an<l  as  there  seemed  little  pnwiwct  of  the  occur- 
rence <»f  any  event  of  iniiK)rtance  for  some  time,  I  dctenninetl 
to  accomj>any  him.  After  several  days'  fine  weather,  we  for- 
tnnatelv  found  the  roads  and  rivers  in  a  condition  mucli  more 
conducive  to  easy  trjwelliu''  than  that  which  Mr  Herlien  hml 
exj>ericnced  on  his  journey  fmm  Mashhud.  The  rivers  were 
then  ahnormally  swollen,  and  fonlahle  with  ditUctiUy,  an«l 
the  roa«ls  knec-»leep  in  mud.  Indceil,  l»etwecn  Kalir-Knlah 
ami  Karez  (»n  the  ISth  instant,  on  which  dny  we  left  Tirpul, 
the  roads  were  still  in  places  mere  hnmd  running;  streams, 
and  the  soil  a  ;,'rcat  quapnire,  in  which  our  liorscs  frc«|uently 
sank  al»ove  their  hocks,  and  could  not  extricate  themselves 
until  the  rider  dismountetl.  At  Karcz  we  found  all  tlic 
|ieople  livin;;  in  one  of  Shah  Ahhas's  <»ld  hrick  caravanserais. 
Their  houses,  they  sai<l,  were  all  in  ruins.  In  fact  it  is  im* 
]>ossih]e  to  estimate  the  innnensc  amount  of  damage  tliat  has 
been  done  in  Khorasan  and  anmn«l  Herat  by  the  abiionuallj 
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wcftiher  tluit  fireirmikd  frtmi  Uic  20lh  March  to  the 
Hth  A|«n).  In  3^liuhlMi<l  tlic  fAlliit^  walU  rcmlcrDcl  it  ihn«:cr- 
«Hi%  to  walk  tti  tlie  utrfcUi.  Iti  tlie  orclumb  tlie  Uomcnu  af 
tlte  ii}»nctit-trvet  wat  UUstetl  tiy  tlie  Utter  aAd,  Tlte  oilter 
fniit-irt'c*.  UiiMoniing  biti?r,  Imvc  eecs|««L  All  tlio  vcnlnre 
•ml  vt%^*iatino  liave  tliu  year  lieen  mtich  rctanlotl  hj  thia 
aittiuM*!}'  detii<>nMniti4»ii  (»f  whitvr't  power.  However,  it  <loca 
mK  a|>|«^r  tluit  it  aiijwhere  caused  anj  luch  loas  of  life  aa 
attrttiUfI  iIh*  diMiitnitti  titan*h  of  tlie  (*ointiiiaaioit  acmes  tlie 
A«-satiil  rnmi  on  tlic  4th  instant.  On  the  18th  we  ste|iC  al 
T«rl«t-i-Sliiiikh  Jam.  on  tlie  lOtli  at  Kara iman.  and  reached 
HaUiliad  lit  luidHliiy  uti  tlic  20tli.  The  slapra  were  nm{tl>tjr 
as  fcdktwfi: — 

Tir|Mil  t«>  lUrrt, ;:7 

Kjffvi  !••  TnHvit-iRluiikli  J«m,        ....  215 

TutUi  I  SlMikk  Jam  to  KKjir4l4iil,  in 

KluumUwl  l«»  K«rftiHMia •ti 

F«rM«Mi»  %0  M90khmA, i«: 

T«44l I»i* 

Die  n«d  trivrmr*  a  l»rn<n|  \  alley,  in  nuwit  places  niliivaUW, 
l4it  in  ft*w  |iUrt*s  cultnatol.  <ht  eit)H*r  si<le — 1>.«  tH>nli  and 
Mnitli— It  I*  UmniU'il  hy  lii>;li  ranges  of  hills  still  rapfunl  with 
llir  »o«»w  tliat  fell  a  f«»nni;:ht  api.  Many  are  tla*  i4rt*ani«  and 
n%ttlrt«  mMseil,  ih»w  full  of  water  fnHu  tlie  nu^ltiii};  snows,  hat 
tmm  tt»  l9<««iiie  i\ry,  Kvrry  10  or  12  mikw  (Hie  of  tlu*  line  oh! 
hnt  k  cBra%  sntrrau  Uiilt  l»y  .sliah  Al4«u  is  |«iMed.  Now  tlieir 
n«*fs  are  fallen  in.  tlirir  walU  are  fisnunil  ainl  tolt4*rini:«  ami 
thrir  rhamU*rs  clwikeil  witli  tkl»rt^  TYie  niany  ca|aMrious  tlomcJ 
tank*  are  in  a  like  ruinous  state.  Ilccasiiatally  one  |«issrs  a 
rilU;:e  wb(«te  ofxrhartis,  pinlens.  ami  cnltivalnl  lieUs  relie%'e  the 
ji^*wrral  air  ol  drai*rti<«n  tliat  furvailci  the  country.  Hers  ami 
tbrtv  stami  hHifUHdt'd  towers  rvlica  of  tlie  now  hyj^me  era  ol 
Tarkmnan  dr|>feilati«in.  At  Karaintan  w«  %iftttctl  tl»e  Soran;; 
|c«tif«el>.  wIhi  was  ;^iial  emai^h  to  house  us  fi»r  tin*  ui^Ui  ami 
t^mnle  m€  with  lnvrses  for  tlie  juumry  to  Mafthliml.  He  waa 
sr%idmtly  a  l(tt*««|iliiW.  K«jr  AlikhanofT  he  t<^»fr«anl  the 
mlmirstiim.  whiW  lie  matutaiocd  tliat  the  Indian 
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native  trooi>s  \\cre  no  gooil  nt  all.  I  then  oskcil  him  if  he 
liad  no  recollection  of  the  taking  of  lUtshirc  ami  the  little  of 
Khushab.  He  maintained  that  the  victory  piineil  there  was 
solely  due  to  tlie  English  superiority  in  artillery.  Xo  d<»tiU 
liis  estimate  of  Indian  native  tmo^is  is  tt>  lie  attrihutml  sulelj 
to  tlie  successes  of  Ayub  Khan  at  Maiwaml  and  Kandaliar  in 
1880.  Although  Ayub  is  in  Teheran,  and  has  been  recently 
contined  to  tlic  citadel  there  under  strict  snrveillance.  vet 
his  partisans  aliotnid  in  Mashhad.  He  was  anvntetl  on  tlie 
12th  instant,  the  allegeil  cause  being  that  the  Kiisiiiiin  Lega- 
tion lias  of  late  been  strenuously  intercetling  for  his  liberati<«ii 
from  all  surveillance  or  constraint. 

The  tone  of  the  Sjirang*s  conversation  tlutiuglKiut  cvinnnl 
his  contempt  for  l^ritish  iM)licy  and  power,  his  disbelief  in  tlie 
sincerity  of  the  Amir's  friendship  towanls  England,  ami  his 
regard  for  Kussia  as  the  coming  racn;.  That  such  shoidd  lie 
the  feeling  prevalent  throughout  Khorasan  and  Afghanistan 
at  this  moment  is  a  natural  conse<|nence  of  recent  events 
here. 

I  am  staying  here  with  Mr  (5ray,  the  telegraph  sujieriiiteu- 
dent,  to  whom  is  mainly,  if  not  entirely,  due  the  satisfactory 
manner  in  which  telegniphic  coinmunicntion  lietwcen  Lomkm 
and  Mashhad  has  of  late  been  conductcnl.  The  line  fnnu 
Mashhad  to  Teheran  is  in  tlie  liamU  of  a  Persian  official 
rejoicing  in  the  grantliliMpient  title  <»f  "  Muklibir-ml-danhili«*' 
or  "  Newsmonger  of  the  State."  It  is  a  single  line,  and  lirviika 
down  on  an  average  once  a- week.  The  I'ersian  tvlegni|4i 
clerks  at  the  intermediate  stations  lietween  Teheran  and 
Ma.shhad  arc  niurh  given  to  devoting  the  daytime  to  aleejs 
or  going  out  to  amune  themselves  at  their  own  sweet  wilL  At 
Shahrud  is  the  junction  of  the  Teheran- Astralmd  and Telwrnn- 
Mashhad  line.  The  line  to  Tehenin  licing  single,  it  has  to  lie 
alternately  connected  with  the  Mashhad  and  AstralMul  litic^ 
When  the  work  with  the  A^iraliad  hue  is  eonipleti*«l,  tlie  clerk 
at  times  wilfully  or  neglectfully  fails  to  re-connect  tlie 
Teheran  with  the  Mashhad  line,  and  retires  to  snoo«e  <ir 
amuse  himself.     It  is  in  vain  then  to  call  from  Maslihml  to 
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Triicniii,  nr  rirt  prrM,  TYms  ilfliiiqucnt  iiutr  liu  n*priituuiife<t, 
Iml  Im  mn  alwajrn  fall  IkitIc  oii  tlie  |ili«  Ihat  tlie  Itghiniiig 
«ni«  <io  llir  lim*.  an«l  lie  wm  tlienffore  olili;:cil  to  |^  to  mrtli ; 
«ir  lie  may  iMert  that  the  line  wan  hmketi  down  near  hia 
•tatHm.  Surh  an)  amiH*  of  tin*  <lif!iailtiei«  to  lie  contemleil 
iritli.  VcMeplar  we  lieani  tluit  tin*  Kararhi-llualiiro  cable 
lia«l  ;^icM*.  anil  wouM  n<iC  W  in  working;  onler  f<ir  a  week.  In 
llit«  iVi^ian  OtKce  lK*re,  tlien;  are  four  tele;*ni)ih  clvrkn,  wlio, 
all  fMit  to^ftlier,  ilo  |m*rlia|M  lialf  an  niurh  work  aa  one 
llft*^li^iiiian  wtHihl  ilo.  Two  <if  tlM*ni  liave  royal  lilooil  in  tlH*ir 
vetn«.  4Hie  U*tn;:  ik^vi'nih^il  fnHn  NtKlir  Sliah,  ami  the  <<lier 
fnmi  K*ith  All  Shah.  aii*l  uU  f*Mir  an*  c«ih»iM*U  in  tin*  iV-r^ian 
anny.  lUit  wlH*n*  tlK*ir  n^pnit'tit*  niay  \n\  mi  one  km»w«,  n«ir 
9Um*%  iln'ir  rank  mrry  any  |my  with  it.  T«i-niorri»w  evenin;; 
I  |iiit|««%i*  Arf^Hii|«in) in*^  Mr  llfrU*rt  to  vt«tt  tin*  ttovcnncof 
Kli«*r.ivin.  AMf-ii«Uliiiilnlu 

Tlii«  iiMmiin;*.  n*tiiniin^  fn»ni  a  ri*l«*  l<»w»inU  tiK*  liilU 
lo  iIn*  •••nth  4»f  iIh*  rtty.  I  riit«*n*«l  !•}'  tin*  Ht*i«M  pite,  ami 
l«i«««^|  (!«#«••  1*1  iIm*  tHi\i»nior«  |«lare  ami  pinl«*n\.  Xi-ar 
it  i*  iIk*  .IAfi#/»»i»-i^«»/».  or  Artillery  PImv,  in  wliioh  tin* 
niilii^ri'  n*\i4*w«  taki*  \Atu\*.  In  tli«*  riu<lt*l  I  t««»k  a  I*it4*f 
l«"4  at  tilt*  lMm«  k<k  «»f  an  inf.inir%'  n**^ini*nt.  TIm*  iMrrark^ 
mt-n*  ;?»»l.  \mi  tin*  im*ii  n»ntt*ni|>lil»lc*.  thi«»  «ir  t%kM  w«»n« 
t*»4liU»^  «»M  iiH*ii.  TIn*  (Mi  i«.  tin*  l*er*i«n  •»-»Mi«t  rnli^*  f«>r 
lift*,  ami  «4ily  n*«f^'n«  hi«  ;^?m*nil  nunil*i«r.  if  lie  \%a^  tnw,  on 
tin*  %«-ry  ^iT^"*?  «»f  tin*  ;n^ve,  Fn»«n  tlw  infantry  Iwrrark* 
I  |M«ua<«|  iiit*i  mn  ar«t'iial.  I  «aw  an  etcei^lin;;ly  m'Atly  ki*|ii 
pir«h-n.  I«ut  mii  ninrli  in  tin*  way  *4  niuniti'ma  of  war.  Tlience 
I  «rmlt^l  my  way  into  Uh*  artilh*r}-  worktJH«|M.  It  Mnick  me 
iliat  tlir  «<4'k^i«i|>i  tlitnn^'heii  wouhl  have  to  \m*  rv'lwih  ami 
n-littol  U*ft«n*  tlify  owhl  lir  ev|«^*ir«l  to  tnni  «««i|  nr  r%*|«iir 
a  :nin-4'ama;^«  or  .1  wacrrm.  Tlifir  i«  miihin;:  tCnkinK  in 
3Ja4iliA>l.  e\<ir|4  titi*  iiin«|iie  ol  Imam  lUfJta.  with  iu  phlrtl 
«I><«M  ami  twin  pkleil  minAivta*  fUnketl  l*y  a  bltiMiWil  ilome 
with  twin  Moemlnl  minart4«L  TYir  real  ol  tlie  town,  aa  vk>wei| 
fn«i  a  ilitCamv.  U  lint  a  maaa  of  mwl-walU  ami  limlilins 
trv^r*.  in  the  mi<l4  of  which  the  pl«k«l  ilome  ;;limmenltke  tlie 
mirmr  of  a  helioera|ili.     A  coi»M«lrfmliW  |iorUoti  ol  Um  city  i«^ 
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Wf«%leil  fMnnrtliin^  mn  fulhiwn:  "I,  Mnluiiittuail  the  imn  o( 

Ahmf«l.  t«>  all  yt  wlm  believe  in  the  law  of  tlte  IVnfJiet, 

p\e  iif4i(v  tlmt  I  am  oiily  wapiti)}  a  jrk4^  [My  war]  fur 

tin*  ftnkf  «»f  tHal,  aikI  apiiniti  liin  etN*tiiii*i«.     Ix*i  o\Tr]r  cum* 

wlfti  il««*«  tHii   U'lieve  iiijr  wcinU  ati«l  acu,  c«>itie  ami  nee 

villi   lii«  own  eyeM;  <ir  <l«»  yon  aclcci  mmw  of  jrcmr  own 

lr«rnr«|  ni«ii.  ami   k-i  tlic*tu  cmrn*  ami  c«»iivi*rMe  with   nie. 

F«iili«*nmitr.  if    any   man    liavinit  iv>i*n  thi^  |iriiclaniati«in 

f^iU   t**  ac-t    in   m\^inliinc<*   with    it,   Im*   uliall    lie  ilc»|ii<inl 

ami  armr«*«l   1ii4h   in   thi^  worhl  ami   iIh*  next.      Ihit   if 

Im>   l«-lii*vi-«   ami   i4nii;:litway   c(iim*n   to   ai<l    lue,   lie    ahall 

lia\f  n-«t   ami  |«<mv   in   thin  wtiriil  ami  )ii*rft*cl  lia|i|iitM*Mi 

in   I  In*  m'Xl."    Hn*  r«i|iy  of   thin  finirlaniation   raiiie   fn»m 

Irak  ami   Far*  t«»  IlirjamI,  Kain,  ami  Kliaf,  ami  finally  to 

T«H<it-i-Sluiikh  •lam.  wlienoe  ii  wax  aent  on  in  Herat.     It 

nr^rr  r\cit«<«l  any  ftvltn;;  laii  one  of  nHiteni|>C  ainon^  tlie 

iVTMan   XInlbt  ami   men  c^f  nlucatiim,  ami  cettoinly  ImhI 

iit«  inHmnicp  on  tin*  nncilurateil  claMe% 

tuk  Ar^P. 

T1ii«  r\ttiin;;  I  %i%it  tlie  <t«»%mi*»r,  ami  tltrn  dine  with 
>lir»i  Ahl««  Klian.  llie  liritiali  n*^'nt  hrit*.  Hie  latlt*r  in 
a  \rry  a*.mnnit4r  ami  a|«|«irmlly  a  \xry  ahlr  maa  Hie 
(*«4iiini«*H<ii  Iiii4  4l«Mi«*  \i*nr  much  to  tmir  ilown  tlie  fanat* 
iral  ii\rr«itin  of  tin*  |«*«»t4r  «»f  >fatthlia<l  f«c  the  inintaioa 
Cil  rhri«liiin«  or  i«l«*lAtcT*  into  tlM*ir  "Uily**  rtty.  Mi^jor 
llir  lltimviiralth*  (t.  Na|iirr  wan  ••tie  of  iIh*  timi  t4i  enter 
ManlilMNl.  ami  Im*  wan  fain  to  uk<*  hm  mnncitnlionaln  in 
hi*  omrtYar^l  fir  ««ii  tlie  nvtf  of  the  lioune.  He  waa  fo|* 
l*#wcnl  liT  a  Mr  >rhimllrr,  wImi  laid  ikmn  ilie  trlepwfih 
lim*.  TKm  miiM*  Mr  Oimlie  Sir|ih<^  Mum*  two  yearn  ajsiK 
Wkm  tlir  r«iiMnii«mm  arrivnl  linv  neven  mcmtha  apt  Uiej 
mwtf  m4  allt>w«^l  within  tlie  rtty.  Mr  Siinpaim,  I  believe. 
wewl  to  the  lio«ne  of  Mim  Abbaa  Klian.  ami  ibencr 
•lw«rlii«l  the  titoM|ite  (»f  Imam  KriiL  Mr  I  tray  waa  pTen 
a  kavnr  nrar  tlie  tele',:fa|ili  ofKce  in  tlie  Khiyalain.  Tlien 
cwme  Mr  Srbwal«>,  I  lie  ap*nt  of  Zie}:lrr  A  C*a.  ami  he 
WM  ftdkfwnl  in  Frlifwary  lani  by  Mr  tVimlie  Scefilien  ami 
Mr  Herbert.    So  the   ice  liaa   been   bniken.  ami   m*w  ana 
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can  walk  anywhere  aUmt  Mnshliml,  cxcu|it  in  tlK»  ^»< 
without  evokin;*  any  clisphiy  of  fanaticism.  Sotno  of  the;^ 
(lays  a  Ivnssian  force  will  conic  tiiiA  way,  ami  then  UhIi 
fanaticism  an<l  the  bant  will  (li8a]))iear  at  one  fell  8Wiio|k 

Maamhad.  30fA  J/»rii, 

The  (.'nnunis^ion  in  jmssively  (*ncani|Knl  at  Tiqml,  waiting; 
until  till*  (iovcnunent  may  Ik»  pleastnl  to  deliwr  it  fn»ni  nn 
cxrtvtlinjjjly   \ni])Ioa.s4int  ]M»sitifm.     Fn»ni    the   ilay  when  Sir 
IVler  Lumsdon  first  n^arhe^l  Sarakhs  ami  AlikhanoR',  with 
a  sotnin  of  Cctssjioks  nt  liis  heels,  <^iiUo|n*(1  thrf>n;;li  the  Itritisli 
cam]),  to  the  liour  wlien  KomarotV,  e]ate«l  hy  the  nithleM  nui»- 
sacre  of  a  weak  f«)rce  of  half-i1i.sei|>1ine(l»  halfsirnie«l  Af;;han^ 
sent  a  son  «»f  Saruk  Khan,  chief  of  the  Vnlatan  Sanik^  to 
bear  to  Captain  Vate  as  a  present  the  lioots  of  one  €»f  tlic 
Afj^han  j^enerals — from  first  to  last  the  Conimi8si<m  Iioa  Iiatl  an 
irksome  and  unenviahle  ]>art  to  play.     At  this  nifuiient  tlie 
presti^je  «)f  En^dantl  stautis  lower  in  Centml  Asia  tlian  ever  in 
the  aimals   of   history.     Persians,  Af;:hans,  ami  Turk«mians 
have  almost   ceased   to  I'Mik  towanls   Hritish  aid  as  a  j*is- 
silile  har   to  Kussian  encn»achmeiit.     CiaiverMe  with   wlioin 
one   may,  there  is  hut  one  thou«;hi  underlying  every  wc»nl. 
In    short,  the   course    of   events    h<*re   durin<;   tlie    |inst  six 
months   has   invested    the    name  of  Kussia  with  additional 
lustre,   and    so   dinnue<l    the   hri^ditness  of  llritisli    presti^ 
that   only  some  si<;nal  and   successful  effort  can  restore  it 
to   its   pristine    state.      This    ln'inj:    the    case,   it    is    little 
won<ler  that  tiie  iN>sition    of   the   (*ommi.ssion  at   this  pre- 
sent   moment    shoultl    Ikj    Initli    ]ii;,ddy   unsatisfactory   ainl 
gallin;;  to  its  niendK»rs,  and  «liscre«litahle  to  the  nation   it 
ri^pivsents.      It    is   no   lonj^er    the    hf»n<»ure«l   j^tcsi    of   tin.* 
Amir.      On    the   coutr.irv,  ever  siuce    the   defeat   sustaitieil 
at    ]*anj<leh,   the    dissjitisfaction    of    the   Af;;hans   has    licen 
hidden    under   hut  a   flimsy  veil  of  outwanl   oanpUisatice. 
When  on  Ai»ril  4   tlie  Chief  Connnissioner  and  his  iwrty, 
e.sc<»rted    hy   the    11th    15en«:al     I-ancers,    enconnteretl    tliat 
terrible  storm  in  crossin;;  the  Au-safid  l'a.ss  over  the  l*nn>* 
pamisus,    where    twenty  -  four   camp-followers    |)enslied   of 
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ctihl,  ami  tlie  t«;;pi;^!  wm  ncatureil  ImAilcimt  over  the 
MimwticliiiK  cfiunlrjr,  wliat  mu\  <1h1  Uk*  Afuluitifi  j^ire  f 
TYm*}*  inaik*  n  aIkiw  of  mmhUu};  citit  |nitk*s  to  iii«l  in  ciJ- 
kriiii}*  tlie  ttni^leni  atHl  1«i;99Rp*.  but  i\wy  Imm^lit  in 
arxt  to  notliiii;;;  ami  wIkmi  tlie  inlialMCantfi  <»f  tlie  n4*t);li- 
lM«rlii««l  awannoil  to  tlio  n\tiii,  like  vnlturvn  to  a  carraM, 
ami  rillcil  Uith  Imi^cp^^b  ami  ilvatl  U«lii<ii,  tliey  aIniw^I 
tlM*iiiM*lvc«  m*itlier  able  t^i  firutcct  m*r  (|uick  to  imniMli. 
All  tliat  wai  iltmt*  wan  iliic  to  tlio  em*rp*tic  I'lTonii  of 
tw«i  ic  tlmn?  f»flKvni,  ni<lc«l  bj  n  |4iitj  (»f  tlic  11th  IWn- 
pil  l^nct-nt  fjitrr  on  iIicm*  wen*  j«iiti«*<l  by  two  imiro 
«illtrrni  of  tlio  4?acon  ami  50  im*n  f»f  tliv  20th  I'anjah 
Infant ly.  To  tlH*iH?  ahua*  in  it  <liic  tlint  tin*  n*4inlta  «*f 
thi«  <li<vi%li*r  wi«n*  m4  nnci*  w*n<Mifi.  Sncli  liikrwnnnm*^ 
no  tin*  |<irt  f*f  tlie  Af;;luin  autlniritira  MtlMmiufntl}*  ik- 
vrli»t«^l  itM*lf  intf»  a  mihl  Ry«tt*ni  <if  Uijrn4lin^.  K<*r  iMime 
clajrn  mi  »u|»t4i€^  whalvvcr  c^anR*  inl«»  rani|i,  Mlilimi^h  lira 
ti««nfi  ami  a;nk*iilluntl  <liiitnt*tii  <»f  Kulinan  ami  (tltorian 
wrffv  luinl  by,  ami  iIm*  ininicnv  rraoumm  «»f  tlie  lltmii 
%allrv  within  f<>nr  <bvV  inan*lL  At  iIn*  Mine  linn*  tlie 
Imlun  iiMil  ntim**!  t«i  nrrivr.  A  lAitk  f<ir  tht<i  wan  (••nml 
in  tiM*  ll<«ali^l  tiomhtt«m  <»f  tin*  YatnU  ami  Khiialik  ri%i'r«. 
with  wliat  «h*;n^x!  of  tnilb  mnmH  U*  ajici*ilaimil  Thu'ns 
i«,  iKtwrvif.  no  1I011I4  iImI  at  thia  liim*  tWrv  wt*ffv  aW 
m^mal  lW««U.  ami  tlie  nmtU  wmt  wry  lNw%jr.  At  laM, 
•41  A|«nl  ••.  <*i;;bl  ilayii*  luaiU  anivtnl  at  «4ire.  of  tUwn 
fn4M  Manh  22  to  A|cil  1.  fnmt  tnhntia,  Alhiluil«il,  ami 
Libiifr.  Ntvw  it  i«  km*wn  tlial  tlN*«t*  niailt  mn  U\  ami 
kave  Icen,  ei«nvfyol  fnan  llw  aUAC'iiaim'il  ciiiiw  to  iIm 
C««iiMiMioii  iMwr  Herat  in  liftA<en  ••€  M^tcen  «lajra,  inMcwil 
nf  fftnn  twenty  •i4ie  to  thiitjr*<ine  iUjK  Ibvw  fur  thia 
i«lcfni|4ii4i  in  tin?  |««tal  •i«nriei»  waa  ilne  U*  ihr  Aniir'a 
alavtire  in  Imlia  i%  f^AAvmmiic^ ;  aa  al«o  the  inHnmm 
Utrfvna  of  tlie  Amir'*  Mum.  Tlie  Af|Hian«  make  no 
aemi  of  their  ti|iiuion  Uiat  the  O^niniwiiiei  alumltl  liate 
•rr«<«h!iU  iheni  aunie  aaaiatance  m^tm  anl«iantial  tlian  mem 
nii«nl  anpfoft  It  ia  in  vain  to  ar|;ne  tlnil  the  Cumniia* 
te  a  |«ncBl«l  Ualjr.     An  Afghnn  ikaen  nU   nmhrMnml 
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such  delicate  distinctions.  Ho  believes  tliat  men  can  fight 
if  they  wish.  Nor  arc  the  grave  reports  of  language  on- 
favourable  to  England  used  by  high  officials  in  Herat  to 
be  disregarded.  Of  the  Naib  Salar,  who  oommamled  at 
Panjdeh,  the  following  remark  made  to  tlie  Governor  of 
Herat  is  reported:  "I  am  glad  tlmt  we  fought  the  Rus- 
sians at  Panjdeh,  for  now  we  know  who  are  oar  friends 
and  who  our  foes.  Those  at  least  who  bade  as  figlit  and 
left  us  to  bo  annihilated,  who  gave  us  advice  and  not 
anus,  are  not  our  real  friends."  A\niat,  then,  will  be  the 
feeling  of  these,  our  allies,  when  tliey  know  that  the 
British  Government  has  urged  them  to  sheil  their  blood 
for  territory  tliat  it  now  seems  disiK)6ed  to  yield  to  Rus- 
sian braj^i^adocio  ? 

While  the  Afglians,  then,  are  dlHapix)inted  by  recent 
events,  liow  liavc  the  Turkomans  and  the  Clialuir  Aiuuik 
triUvs  been  moved  by  tlic  i)ali)able  proofs  of  Russian  power 
and  Jiritish  impotence  that  tliey  have  just  witnessed  ?  Tlie 
Turkomans  to  a  man  liate  Russian  rule,  and  but  a  month  ago 
the  Saniks  of  Panjdeh  were  ready,  ay,  and  offered  to  rise 
and  attack  tlie  Kiissian  force  encamiied  before  tlic  Afglian 
]x>sition  at  Pul-i-khishti.  At  the  same  time  tlic  Saruks  of 
Yulal4in  assured  their  bn'thn»n  of  Panjdeh  that  they  longeil 
for  nothin;^  more  tlian  a  Russian  defeat,  and  tlmt  they  ]ier* 
sonally  would  not  tin;  one  shot  on  the  Ru.ssian  Hi<U».  Tlie 
Tekkes,  thou;;h  sworn  finvs  of  the  Saruks,  none  the  lew*  detest 
Russian  nile.  There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  tlie  genuine 
hatred  of  the  Russian  that  churacterisos  the  Turkoman  ami 
the  Persian  is  sluired  by  the  Chaliar  Ainmk.  Indoeil  tlie 
conliality  and  friendliness  that  them*  displaytMl  to  tlic  CVmi- 
mission  on  its  first  arrival  in  tlieir  countr}'  is  suflicieut  evi. 
tlence  of  their  ^'mxlwill  to  tlie  liriton.  Mon»ovor,  one  if  not 
more  of  these  tril^es  are  united  by  clost!  ties  with  the  Siiniks 
of  Panjdeh.  And  now  they  have  miMi  the  Rritish  Cciinmission, 
that  came  amongst  tlicm  five  months  ago  with  ofVent  of  friend* 
ship  and  protection,  ignominiously  oustetl  by  Russian  %'to- 
lenco.  It  was  the  men  of  thase  very  tribes  who  then  inquireil 
how  the  Commission,  with  so  small  a  body  of  troopa»  fto* 
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poted  to  fcsiiil  the  RtiMiiiiit  if  Um7  thooishi  fit  to  teulo  thi« 
frMtirr  qaefttinn  lijr  Min«  inttcafl  of  iltfilonuicjr.  litUo  wo 
thoQ^lii  tlM*ti  liow  troo  WM  tho  forccMt  of  tlKw  isntotorvii 
Amticii.  It  WM  not  fivr  a  month  or  two  aft4*r  that— >iiMlooil 
IM  vniil  Khftrtoum  frll^-ihat  Uumw  openly  tboweil  licr  haiid. 
WhjT  WM  a  Commiitino  ever  tont,  if  it  wm  not  to  lie  imp* 
pvcti^tl  kijrally  and  manfullj  f  Fmni  tlio  vcrjr  firai  thin  tnp* 
port  wa«  cWnietl  it.  It  ia  Ihii  tlic  otiicr  <bijr  that  tlic  painfnl 
admimiin  wa^  ilrawn  fmra  Mr  (•lailnt'ioe  tliat  tlic  <kfnian<l  for 
Uae  with«lrawal  of  Itnwiian  trrin|«i  from  I*u|.i-Kliatan  hail 
"virtftalljT  lairiH^tL"  Tliin  waa  in<lcr<l  the  fint  faul  /ayMNM^ 
ami  all  the  iiiiltwc|ticnt  e%'tla  are  ita  fniita.  C«irr  an  inch«  am! 
an  ell  is  taken.  Ho  it  Iim  l«rn  with  lta<lkia.  It  haa  gn^l* 
nalljT  **  lapactl  **  into  Itu«iian  handt. 

Since  the  earlj  fmrt  of  lhi«  rentiinr.  wlien  firat  tlie  inholiit« 
anta  of  CVntnl  Asia  hejtan  to  rroline  tite  itii|«n<lin|r  ilan^rvr  <if 
U««Man  a|3:rrMi%'cnc^  Knclaml  liaa  Ivrn  tlie  INiwcr  to  which 
iJirj  all  IfKiknl  f«ir  1h*I|i.  In  tin*  Inipr^  ami  fcara  of  thc«e  nieea 
ahe  might  liare  f«iiiml  a  MTvicenl»le  weafvin  to  clk^ck  Kalian 
amlatioii.  In  tlie  <laya  of  Sir  J<4in  Malci4m  ami  Sir  IlarfonI 
Jottca.  •trromma  effiift«  were  mailr  to  maintain  tlir  iMi|<vmac7 
of  IWitith  influence  at  tlie  Oairt  (if  tlie  Sliah ;  but  later  on, 
IVfiia  wa«  left  to  tlir  ten<k*r  mcrctca  ami  fcirul4e  eHil*rM«t  of 
the  RnMian  lk*ar.  Kortj  ^M  jrcara  a;^i  tlie  miMton^  of  Ah* 
hntt  ami  Sliakoiirarr,  SCmkUn  ami  Oim*lljr.  to  Khiva  and 
llokhora,  haii  Mmie  |«»liti(-al  tipiilirance ;  hut  nince  tlien  there 
haa  been  little  or  no  intereourie  l«tween  Knj:Uml  and  the 
Central  A«tan  klianatcii  In  fact,  the  polk*jr  «|«iii  which  the 
Eai:liah  (•oremment  ikricknl  a|ipcari  to  l«  thia— lliai  a  rer^ 
tain  antte  of  territory  l«yoml  the  Imlian  frontier  ihonld  \m 
ke|<  eiclmnveljr  under  Hriti^i  influence,  while  all  liejromi  thai 
aone  ihonhi  be  kft  to  Ituaaia.  Tliero  aeema  to  l«  no  ifnmmA 
Idf  ttodaag  fault  with  the  ■onndneaa  of  thai  puUcjr,  ptwUed 
il  had  been  opportunely  and  firmly  enforced.  Iku  tl  Iim  »sl 
becA  ao  enfureed.  The  Itritiali  Government  hM  ever  been 
*loe  lale"  and  too  undecided  in  ita  movoiL  In  li7Q,  when 
the  C1afunden*Gortchakoir  agreement  eauM  on  the  $mfU^  ii 
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niiy  "iicutml  zone"  iiorlli  of  llic  Oxu»  t'orrcMpoinlin^'  wiih 
Ayiniiistnii  lo  the  fioutli.  Sci,  fiiiiilly,  Kn*:lnn(I  hail  In  con- 
tent it.si>lf  with  a  rcco;{iution  fruiii  ItuHKin  t1i:it  Af<:)iAiiiytan 
wns  entirely  iH'yond  llie  s])herc  of  Iter  (Kiissia'ft)  inthunco. 
Hut  iivvn  then  the  fntnl  error  wns  inmle  of  deliiiin:;  wiili  hixil- 
h'ss  va^^iioness  the  northern  frontier  of  Afghanistan.  IVlwerii 
tlic  yenrs  18G9  nnd  187*i  our  relations  with  Amir  Sher  Ali 
Klian  were  on  n  fairly  nniicnhUi  footing,  nntl  n  (Sovenmient  i<f 
foresi^r]it  and  discriniination  kIiouM  have  tluMi  and  there  availiil 
itself  of  that  favounihle  ojUKirtunity  for  survey in;^  ami  «'lenrly 
demarcating'  that  fnmtier.  Had  that  Imvu  done,  nn  Comnii*- 
8ion  would  have  k'cn  neeessary  in  18S4-H5,  ami  Jiujusia  ami 
Knj^land  Vo\dd  |»ossihly  n<»t  now  l»c  at  ila^ers-dni wn.  i  Unv  the 
lUissians  had  installeil  themsrlves  at  Merv,  ami  drawn  within 
their  octo]HKliau  arms  tlu*  Tekkes,  the  Salors,  and  ]mrt  of  the 
Saruks,  they  therehy  esiahlished  just  the  shadow  of  a  «|h\  inus 
claim  to  the  su/craintv  of  all  the  Turkonwins,  ami  of  all  the 
tcrrit(»ry  inha)»iled  or  frc<]u<Mite»l  hy  llieni.  •*  Too  late  "  a«:ain. 
The  frontier  should  have  Imcmi  fixed  U'fontthe  Itussian.s  «'ot  id 
Merv.  |)ouhtlcss  (he  fanaticism  and  olistructiveneK8  of  tht 
Af^'han  have  Ikh'U  a  source  of  dillieulty  ;  hut  the  nustake  maiU 
was  in  not  ridin;^  mii^dislKHl  nvcr  such  ohstaeles.  The  Amirt 
have  l>eeu  t«M»  much  petted,  and  then  when  ihey  have  i»nivci| 
false  and  ohs(rcj»iTous  tUcy  have  Urn  ehastiited  with  ;nt'a^ 
sevcritv. 

It  was  rc]vf»rtcd  lii»rc  a  few  days  iv^a  ihat  Trinee  1>nnduk>»l)- 
KorsakolV  was  comin;^'  to  Sarakhs ;  then  it  was  said  he  wnuM 
nc»l  come  heyond  Ashkahad  ;  and  la*»lly,  we  hear  that  he  never 
j  i*|  crossed  the  Caspian.      (Jeneral    Kom.irofr  ami  C'olnnel   Ali» 

*    1}  khanoH'  havin;4  returned   frutu    ranjdeh   t<»   Siiraklm,  thenn* 

!^  ;  \  Went  tc»  the  /idtikar  Pass.     Knmar<»tr  ha^  sent  to  the  As.if- 

\  ud-daulah,  (lovernor  of   Khorasan,  twn  rifles,  hnUX   l«i  have 

Iwen  taken  from  the.  Af;;hans  at  Taujdi'h.  The  one  pnive*  to 
1h5  a  "NVinchesicr  rille  an<l  the*  dIIut  a  Snider.  Tlu;  ol»jec-l,  no 
tlouht,  of  si'udin;;  them,  is  lo  persuath'  the  IVrsians  (whu  love 
the  Russians  unly  from  fear)  that  the  Af^^hans  were  all  nnneil 
with  hreech-h»aders,  and  that  conseiiuenlly  the  Russian  victuiy 
was  n*ally  a  credit  to  Russian  military  skill  and  prowem. 
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Jhems  rifUvA,  !  ii«)w  liour,  wvrv  ptrt  ol  the  pre^tit  giren  to 
Tyrk'iQtaii  cUieh  iii  Jiinuaiy  Una,  oil  of  wliicli  pnsaetiU  Gen* 
ct»l  Knnuiniir.  iictimU<<l  >»>*  ii  tum)w-iiimilf«l  jeoioiiAy,  confix- 
ctitt^i  after  tliv  occti|Mitif>ti  «»f  IVrnj^Ush,  aii«1  tubiciiuettlly,  il 
•i5ntt\  «IUtnlHit«U  anHHiff  liU  frk'ixU.  I  |«i«l  n  vml  to  tlw 
(•«ir«mKc  two  tlajii  a^),  Atnl  I  tlK*u  t<Jok  tlio  npiaiitatitt}'  of 
taf«iniuii{*  hiin  tlial  the  Af;;llllnl^altllOll^l  they  int;;lit  pnaublj 
ha%e  IumI  one  or  two  ^ihmI  Tiiii*%  wrro  alinoat  excluAivelj  armeil 
with  iHffrufliiioii  muuic-locultTA,  ami  tliat  tlicae — tlie  troops 
kating  ti|ii*tit  tlic  ni;:lit  of  20th  March  in  the  tn?tichea— were 
tlaniii  ait«l  iiii«ieil  fire.  I  ulm%  iiui<le  a  poiut  of  brin^nn;;  to  hit 
•titire  I  Ik*  ibuitanlly,  un^^rtienHi*  brlMviour  of  the  Uumiiaiia 
to«anU  Ca|itiiiii  Vate  ami  the  other  Briti^li  (itlWni  tlierv  after 

It  in  a  ltt«l  oiiH*ti  tliAt  at  tlie  Sr%t  mtrvmirr  U*twefn  Ittiiata 
ait«l  ^Itt^Ull«l  in  A«ta  tlH*  Utt«*r  »lMHikl  l^iok  like  u»inf*  to  the 
wall  Smie  cimnnlrr  that  tin*  llrtti<%li  (*fHiinii<Mi«»ii  ahoukl 
lui%r  muainnl  in  PaiijiMi.  It  niaj  be  n^annaljy  aurmiaeil 
tliat  tlw  Kuaatana  wimiM  not  lia\e  <lan!il  to  attack  an«l  ormfij 
l^anjiMi  wlim  un«li*r  tlie  *i*p«  <»f  tlie  British  (.'oitimiaaiim ;  ami 
if  thrjT  liail  il«MK!  »»,  thry  HiHtld  luivc  lia«l  to  calculate,  not 
with  a  >iieak  f«irre  f>f  Af;:lMiii<i  <mly,  btit  with  tlie  o|irii  Ikmi* 
tilttj  id  .tOOO  tc  40W  Sontkt  <if  l'an>k*h  ami  tltr  cvArtt 
enauty  «»f  xMr  own  tubjvct  Tekkca  and  Saruka.  ||tfwe%Tr» 
a«  that  }4arr  liaa  now  |«ivicii|  itito  Rua«Mau  hamU.  we  may 
Irave  it  ami  fi%  oar  att<*ntHm  on  Herat.  It  may  be  rtmacmalily 
a|H»t'hemled  tliat,  «lr*|iitr  all  efl^»rt<i  of  tlie  Amir  to  rmMtire 
ItM  aubjerta,  tht*  fall  tj|  llrmt  U*fon*  a  Uuwnan  army  wii«U 
wtMiml  tliem  to  the  very  oin*.  What  winibl  W  the  nsank  of 
the  m|4«i«  of  Hrrat,  wlim  tin?  ca|ilttre  t»f  iVinjikli  Ima  alirrvd 
ia  At'Jtum  ln^AtU  excenling  bittmarMi  again*!  the  Kmgliak  f 
In  the  erest,  thefef<«e,  of  fnjah  difttcully  with  Rnatta.  it 
almeaC  certain  that  the  Commtaaion  will  withilmw  into 
Not  that  tlie  feelings  of  the  IVtaiami  are  by  any 
too  friemlly ;  bat  in  tlie  preaent  intcaace  theta  aaama 
to  brliete  thai  the  Shah  woakl.  ia  the  evaai  ol  war 
Kaiglaad  ami  Koaaia.  |irraen^  a  tuiet  aeatralily, 
wlab  pfayiaf  fervently  the  while  for  the  6dmA  ci  ihe  laUar. 
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No  P<}rsian  really  loves  the  Uussiaiin,  bot  tlie  latter  have 
persuaded  tlie  former  that  by  keeping  on  good  terms  with 
tlicin  they  will  best  consult  their  own  interests.  Hence  the 
liussophilisni  now  prevalent  in  Klionisan.  Tlie  Ruasuia 
authorities  in  Central  Asia  continually  send  {vrcsents  to  the 
Asaf-ud-ilaulali.  Tliis  accounts  for  his  discourtesy  to  tlie 
Oniimission  in  Fehniary  last,  in  neglecting,  if  not  declining;, 
to  collect  supplies  for  its  use  at  ZohrabacL  It  was  not  until 
he  received  peremptory  onlers  from  the  Shah  to  aid  the 
(commission  in  every  possible  way,  that  he  saw  fit  to  modifj 
his  obstructive  attitude.  At  tlie  same  time,  sex-enil  Penian 
noblemen  in  Khorasan  of  re]mte«l  British  sympathies  were 
either  removed  from  tlicir  a])])ointments,  or,  to  use  the  tenn 
commonly  current  in  IVrsin,  "sfjueezwr' — ur.,  made  to  |«y  / 
up  a  considerable  sum  of  money.  The  presence  of  an  Aw^Vt-l 
labile  governor  at  New  Sjimkhs  wouhl  obviowsly  he  higldy 
inconvenient  to  the  Kussians. 

A  few  days  ago  I  met  at  the  house  of  Mirza  Abbas  Khan, 
the  British  Agent  here,  Sardar  Hasliim  Khan,  son  of  Sanlar 
Afohammed  Sharif  Khan,  brother  of  the  late  Amir  Slier 
Ali.  When  his  father  took  refuge  in  India,  after  the  revolt 
of  Yakub  Khan  against  the  Amir,  alK)ut  1872,  Hasliim  Khan 
accomjianicd  him.  About  1877,  however,  Uic  Amir  having 
overcome  his  resentment  towards  his  brother,  sent  for  his — 
the  brother's — children  to  Kabul.  There  Hashim  Klian  was 
treate<l  with  marked  favour,  and  ultimately  marrieil  tlie  Aniir*s 
favourite  daughter.  In  1878  he  sliared  Slier  Ali's  flight  fn»m 
Kabul  to  Turkistan ;  and  it  is  said  that  the  Amir  died  with 
his  head  upon  his  breast.*  On  the  accession  of  Sanlar 
Mohammed  Yakub  Khan,  he  retume<l  to  Kalnil,  and  re* 
mained  there  until  the  conclusion  of  the  arrangement  tliai 
placed  Sardar  Alxiur  riahnian  Khan  on  the  throne.  Tlicn  lie 
withdrew  to  Persia,  and  attacheil  himself  to  the  fortunes 
of  Sardar  Mohammed  Ayub  Khan,  who  is  now  a  prisoner, 
with   Musa  Jan,   Yakub  Khan*s  son,  in  Teheran.     Sanlar 

*  For  A  good  Account  of  Hai«hiin  Khair*  couduci  After  8h«r  Alfe  dMth,  mmA 
th«  mAnner  in  which  hia  claim  to  the  Uin»ne  wa*  recciTed  bj  Um  AlglMUi 
P«>plA,  AM  YAToraki'e  Account  of  OenerAl  StotietoTe  Umkm  to  KAbvl,  lS7S-7t. 
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Haiihuii  Kluui  (or.  to  pjive  him  hit  fall  name,  Uoluunmed 
Ifaahim  Kluui)  in  tome  Ihirty-two  years  of  ago,  of  average 
liet;:lii.  rmthvr  portly,  of  aomewliat  irnkpendeni  ami  brusque 
Manners  aimI  imxieMieil  of  average  mental  vigour  and  iutel* 
ligrnce,  AltlMiugh  nominally  an  adherent  of  Ayub  Khan, 
thero  is  little  <kMiU  tliat  lie  aims  at  attaining  the  throne  of 
Kalml  himself.  Not  unnaturally  lie  is  somewliat  embittered 
against  thi*  rvigiiing  Amir,  and  tlie  Government  that  selected 
kirn  as  ruler  of  Afglianistan.  Hut  at  tlie  same  time  he 
admitteil  him  to  lie  a  ruk*r  |)omc«mx1  of  lioth  military  and 
administnilive  talents.  Tlie  featun*s  in  his  management  of 
Afghan  allain  which  lie  devmeil  worthy  of  censure  wens  in 
the  main  tliose  that  I  luive  heanl  censured  very  severely  by 
the  bi*tt*inf<»rmed  IVnian  autliorities  here — vii.,  the  indis- 
crintinatiii;:  seventy  with  which  lie  luu  removoil,  wliellier 
by  the  swtPTil  ami  the  coril,  or  by  exile,  every  individual 
cif  rank  or  influenci*  wlMme  fidelity  lie  suspectcvl,  ret»lactng 
them  by  rrvalurrfi  of  his  own,  wlio  am  invarialdy,  if  men  of 
rank  and  family,  inca|ial>le  and  void  of  intellect,  and,  if  pos- 
aeatHtl  of  aUlity,  of  l<yw  origin,  and  exercising  no  influence 
in  right  of  liirth.  With  such  suUmlinate^,  it  i%  argueil.  tlie 
Amir  canmii  fxissibly  unite  anmnd  his  own  |ifnnn  tlie  sym* 
pat  hies  and  attachment  of  the  diverse  elements  of  Afglian 
natmoalitT.  No  Amir,  in  fact,  since  iVwt  Xloltammed  Khan, 
has  ftttccriHlctl  in  doing  so.  llencr,  altlioiigh  at  tlie  pit«ent 
mmmeni  Al^lur  I^shman  Klian  makes  his  power  felt  and  his 
orders  obeyeil  in  tlie  rem<itc*st  comers  of  his  kingdom,  the 
military  rv»«orocs  of  the  natioii  would  ne\er  rally  HMind  him 
ta  the  t\  rnt  €4  a  srrions  danger  throatening  from  wttlioQi — 
as,  for  instance,  a  Hussian  invasion.  That  one  should  fre* 
«|nc»tly  hear  in  Mashhad  ofiealy  expteased  donbla  of  Al^ 
dnr  lUhman's  fidelity  to  Enghind  is  only  to  be  expacUd. 
Howwvar.  one  reoMirk  made  by  Haidar  llaahim  Khan  sirwek 
beoanas  it  had  the  air  ol  a  ptophecy ;  and  I  had 
to  belitve.  fnmk  information  rsotived,  thai  it  was  not 
iar  lewired  from  the  truth.  He  said.  *  I  wtU  tell  yon  what 
the  Amir  will  say  at  the  conkraioa  with  the  Viearoj  of 
Iwlia.    He  will  dscline  the  aid  of  Britisli  tioupa  if  th&y  are 


A   VISIT   TO   MASHUAD. 


I 


\  \ 


.;  "■ 


.1  I 


I 


1 

■I 


I 
i 


* 


1 


ii 

'  i  • 

...  t  i! 


i 


.1 


ofTorcd  to  him  ;  but  he  will  ask  for  money,  rides,  and  p 
I  may  as  well  acid  that  the  Sardar  did  not  hesitate  to  i 
uate  tliat  the  money  and  anns  would  all  lie  promj'tl 
sixitchod  towards  Snmarcand ;  and  that  when  the  Amir  I 
lie  could  p;et  no  more,  he  would  declare  liim5K.df  o|H.Mdv 
friend  of  Kussia.  Tliis.  however,  is  a  statement  lliat  nii 
received  with  very  gn»at  caution.  Allieit  Alidur  lu'ihman  '. 
sjHint  tliirteen  years  in  Ihissian  Turkistan,  any  char) 
liussopliilism  a;::unst  him  seems  to  be  l<isele$s.  Tliere 
flouht  that  he  is  very  reluctant  to  admit  Hritish  troo]!^ 
Ills  territorv,  and  that  he  makes  use  of  the  traditional  f; 
ci^fm  of  ilie  Afghan  ]>eople  as  an  arpinient  apiinst  a  li 
occupation  of  any  }><irtinn  of  his  dominions.  That  si 
.st;itemeut  is  au<;Iit  but  a  tliphimatic  falsehrKid  no  one 
will  Wlieve.  Since  the  Connnissif»n  left  India,  tlio  i 
has  liad  ample  means  of  ^au;^in<;  the  depths  of  Af;:han 
Here  it  is  invarialdy  maintained,  alike  by  Af;:han 
IVrsiau,  that  tlic  people  of  Herat  and  Kamlaiiar  wouKl. 
fear  of  JIussia,  wclconu'  a  iiritish  uccujisition,  if  nut  am 
tion.  Tlie  Kabuli.s.  on  ilio  contrary,  are  (»p|iosed  th( 
Sanlar  Hashim  Khan  exprrssrd  ilio  self-snme  views;  but 
extremely  doubtful  if  he  would  n-jvat  them  from  the  tl 
of  Kabul.  Tht?  fact  i**,  that  llu?  Amirs  liavc  always  fi-lt 
their  ]K)wer  and  impHrlaiice  wimld  sulVer  a  serious  dimiu 
as  s(K)n  as  the  rivalry  of  Kii'dand  and  liUssia  in  Central 
canu:  to  a  decisive  i<sue.  They  knnw  tlieir  own  value 
bulwark  a;:ainst  Uussian  :i;j:4ressin]i  towanls  India,  antl 
desire  to  suNlain  tliat  value  as  Ion;;  as  (Kissildc.  C 
«|Uently,  wliile  tlu'y  consider  that  llie  accejttance  of  l\ 
piM  and  arms  in  no  way  (h'tracls  frnm  tlieir  importance- 
indeed,  since  it  may  Ih!  reprcsi-nled  in  tlie  li;:ht  uf  iributi 
not  a  subsiilv,  rather  enhances  it^m  tlie  other  hand, 
know  that  the  defence  of  Af;;l»an  territory  by  Hritish  t 
ai;ainst  a  Kussian  invasion  wouhl  strike  a  fatal  blow  at 
inde|)endence.  They  could  no  lon;;er  ]Hise  as  the  allien 
ordy  as  the  proUfjH  of  Ctreat  ISriiain.  The  same  \\\\ 
have  urgeil  tliem  ever  to  t>]>i>«ise  t)ie  establishment  of  It 
a^ueies  or  residencies  in  the  capiUd  and  otiier  lar«^  cili 
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AfitlwaisUii.    They  refsanlail  it  u  bat  the  thin  ed|{e  of  the 

wfdge;  bat  thdr  aUepUkms  of  Afi^han  faniiUcitai  haire,  as  a 

nile,  been  f^rw  exag^^eratkms— and  where,  aa  in  tiie  eaae  of 

Caragnah,  a  Brttiali  Reftkleni  haa  aeemingljr  fallen  a  vtciim 

to  that  fanaticism,  tlie  outrage  haa  reallj  hail  its  origin  in  the 

falae  impreaiiont  an<l  apprehenai<ifia  to  whicli  the  Amira 

have  given  currencj.  and  by  which  they  ha^-e  made  an  out* 

ward  display  of  regulating  their  cooduct.    Sardar  Hashim 

Khan  attriliateil  Cavsgtmri*s  murder  sidely  to  the  jealottsy 

with  which  Yakub  Khan   |ireventc«l  him  fmm  associating 

either  with  the  Af;H>i^n  chiefs  or  the  people*    "  I>o  you 

think,"  saiil  Hsshim  Khan,  "tluit  if  lie  had  gone  abcoml 

among  the  pfO)4e,  and  liail  liad  open  dealings  with  them, 

whether  social  or  commcrcisl.  tliey  woukl  ncH  Itsve  lesnit  tt> 

appfrciate  his  gmul  qualities;  ami  if  he  had  U*en  |«rmittcd 

to  eichange  simisI  courtcnii^  with  tlie  Afghan  chiefs  ami 

wMc%  to  entrrt.iin   sihI    U*  cntcrtnincd   liy  them,  titat  a 

mutual  friemUliip  would  not  liavt?  sprung  up?      What  tlie 

Amir  di«l  was  to  cut  him  off  entirrly  from  everylKnly,  ami 

to  receive  him  only  in  arici  |irivacy  and  in  the  prescttce  i»f 

twn  Of  thn^e  of  lii«  cfMifNlants.    C<Hi«eqnently.  when  an  out* 

lif%Mk  of  )«»pular  ftvling  t«iok  |4aci%  (*avA;nian  was  c»f  m^vsaity 

aacrilirrvl.'*     Such  i*  tlic  o|iiHi<4i  of  an  Af^'lmn  «»f  high  rank 

pteernt  in  Kalwl  during  tlie  massacre  <»f  Ca\*agnari  ami  liia 

rnwruih*s.     Itut  wlmt  struck  me  aa  <»f  r<ipcrtal  mtmient  in  the 

pteernt  criMs  was  Ha»liim  Klian'*  \cliemmt  iniiMencr  that 

the  Afghan  \Atuul  slinl  at  INii^deh  by   KtigltUi  in«tigutinn 

must  1«  avfttgcil  liy  KngUml.     Otlterwifle.  he  •aitl,  Irt  Kng* 

kml  never  again  Imdc  to  tlie  Afgliaits  to  light  her  Isitttesi 

Ami  yK,  wlim  tins  is  the  state  nf  excttal  Afglian  fcrling  (aa 

tyewitneaa  tcikl  me  that  wlien  the  news  nf  tlie  iVnjikh  ilefeat 

waa  rrpoffted  to  the  Afghan  onrnmnnity  here  many  of  them 

almd  silent  taars  o%*er  it),  one  aeea  ptopnaals  cvnenl  that  the 

svry  land  they  fonght  for  shonld  be  ceded  to  Knsaia.     It  b 

/  imposaible  to  rrad  or  think  of  snch  pfvipnaals  with  calmneas^ 

In  the  event  of  a  war.  it  is  impofianl  to  ns  not  only  that  the 

Afghani  should  be  our  allies,  b«l  that  the  iVtmana  shonki  W. 

if  Ml  our  allien  at  leass  nentmL    It  is  a  matter  of  vital  im« 
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pnrtnnce  to  niiB.<iia  to  Ix-  alik-  ti>  ilraw  niii>i)|ic»t  fi 
for  her  forces  optrntinu  in  traiis-Cnspifiim.  1 1  sin 
lip  the  eiiilonvoiir  of  lliu  llritisli  Cinri'riiiiiuiit  t" 
lli'lialjlu  nutlioritics  Iiurc  siiy  tliat  "  I'crisiH  wiJl  si[ 
folilud  IieiiiJr,  nml  [iniy  O'ld  tlini  litisnia  iiiny 
Howuvcr,  tlicre  is  im  rcawin  In  Mijittose  tlint  tin 
rereivwl  niilliciuiit  ;;imrniitcc.s  nf  fuiiirc  .siipjii>rt  fr 
would  not  stand  forth  as  her  iictivi-  nlly.  Will 
clmicu  ln'Uvucn  Impc  fnmi  Kn^lniul  ami  ilrvail  of 
iiii^^hl  ri'slnre  nttiiirs  to  sec  a  llritinh  fnrcc  iwcii]i; 
hnr  by  the  cinieni  r.f  n  Itritisli  Ministry.  Tfii!«  J 
sadly  ncudt'd  l>otli  fiT  the  safety  of  India  ami  tlie 
and  rt^fi •nun lion  nf  j\f}')iiini stall.  Fmiii  Kaiidnh.i 
iiilluL-nLV  and  judiciuiiA  nmlnil  iiii^'lit  well  lie  csi 
the  arliitriiry  uxiTcisu  nf  jwiWiT  of  llic  Ainir.", 
hult'iice  i>f  thu  trilLiI  cliiufs,  ami  on  tlie  tuicivili'x 
'if  the  ]i>ii<nlarc,     It  it  iinili-  liiiio  liiat  tliis  ('(intm 

that  ('\i.'ri.'isci1  nn ;:  ih<>  fi'iulattiry  iiriiiicn  «f  Ii 

lie  I'stnlilishL'il  in  Ar;;l>iini~[^in.  An  iinleinMuk'nt 
Pill  with  a  siil.sidi-i|  AlViinnisti.n.  A  jmli.-ioiwl 
It^iLi^h  coiilrn]  u'.iiild  trill!  IkiiIi  |m  n-iiiovu  A^'hai 
a^^ainst  fi>]vi;:i>  iii(riisi<in.  In  ['iilliviili'  and  rivili-<.> 
and  to  iiii]>rnvi'  -.'luTMly  lln'  n>iidi[j.iii  of  tl«'  roil 
hill  ri;;h[  that  Kn-hiii<l  shi.iild  .■wn-i-i-  llu'  mikk- 
iiillnenti'  in  Af-I>aiii>iiiii  ilnl  liii-.-iii  dtn-^  over  llo 
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allowed  tn  enliT  l)u'  I'iiy  al  all.  or  liava  lieoii  «l<li;i 
frei[ui<ntin^'  the  imlili''  tliiiniii;.'lif  iri't,  invi'iiit  ii  wii 
halo  of  inVHtiTy  iimi  ni>vi>liy,  'lakin;;  n  Iiinl'si' 
the  city,  one  ni'.'h  nt.iliin^-  l>nt  iaii<l-wiiU»  and  in'f< 
)iai>.t  a  tall  Ixf/'jir  (wiikI-Iowit)  stiiiiilin^'  oat  r'>i 
liere  nnd  there.  Tlie>.e  h>-h/ir»  an-  :i  ;;n'at  pxl* 
Biiinnier.  Soinu  liiiyf  a;:ii  I  wn-:  taking;  a  ItMik  iit  c 
n  (ill  the  ^'nrdun  ojij^uiii:  ilii:  lelL<j:rii|iti  ol 
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WM  beiag  preparcil  Ibr  Uie  rooe|iCHm  of  tlie  CoiitiiMiiidQr4ii* 
Chief  hm.  I  f«Nifi4l  thai  the  wiml  frmii  Uie  hmlfin  wm 
carrieil  ilown  into  oclkn  bolow  tho  }*rouiid*flfiar,  and  then 
<li««ctitiiuiteil  tiirtNi|;h  tlie  iKMue  hy  grmtiti;^  in  tlie  door  of 
each  rtMm  ami  paaMi}«e.  Tlie  advanta^  of  this  ananpnuent 
ia,  tliat  the  air.  which  when  it  enters  tlic  batiyir  ta  in  auniiner 
warm,  Iwcomen  ciioleil  in  ita  paanai^  thrtNi};li  the  cclUii.  anti 
ia  ih«iril(Utctl  cihiI  tlirnu){h  i\w  iKMina  One  of  tlie  moat  ailmir* 
al4f*  arrattj«imienta  in  a  iVmian  Imane  in  tlie  central  tank. 
Thin  ia  prncrally  «itiiaU'il  in  a  hifty  «lark  cliamlajr,  an«l  ia 
often  fivo  or  MX  feet  below  tlio  level  <»f  tlie  nurroonilinit 
fuoouL  It«  d*Mir  in  of  oofil  iitiHir,  or  in  tlie  hoiuiea  of  tlie 
wraltlif  atnl  imblc  of  white  niarble.  Around  tlii«  in  tlie  hot 
weather  the  ft^haritic  IVrman  tita  (wlH*n  hi*  iUn^  not  feel  die* 
|BMi^|  fur  tlie  ttK'it*!)'  fif  the  inmates  o(  hit  i^tuinrmn^^Am^ici^ 
haim).  ilrtnk«  wine,  arrack,  or  idierbet^  tea  ctr  colR<c,  aa  tlie 
afant  iM«»%eth  hint,  and  «iK>ke«  tin*  evcr-cirrlinj;  kalittm. 

Mathliail  \%  (nil  «»f  tetit|i(atitavi  to  ii|ien4l  tnoney.  In  the 
inc  idai'e.  aMociaticm  with  any  <>f  tliu  \sr'cai  men  of  tlie  fiiaoa 
14  an  ei|«*n«ive  luxury.  WIh'U  \ix  CVuHlie  Sitf|ilicn  wan  hero, 
the  lMi%-em«ir  n^^l  tt»  acntl  liiiu  «aico  <ir  twice  a-week  a  trifltn|{ 
|<Wient«  tuch  aa  fruit«  ve;:eUl»le)i.  swivtmeatft,  a  lamb  or  a 
dnrk.  Fur  carh  of  iheae  attciition^  a  ifometmr  t4  £\  waa  fmid 
t**  the  terranti  <if  tlie  (HnvriKir.  Wlien  Mr  llt*rbi*rt  iiaul  liia 
farrwell  vt«it  m  tho  (•fi%*cnMir.  1  ac^^*iii|ianie«l  him.  C)n  onr 
iHnra.  we  urere  eacurtc^l  Inane  by  a  liaU-anbiaen  4»f  fnrrmtkr%^ 
who  r«oetveil  a  |iartini;  ti|i  cif  £2.  Tliey  liad  tlie  iiut4enoe  to 
■ay  thai  it  waa  not  aufhcient.  Si>  much  f«ir  IVraian  i;ratitnde. 
I  am  thankful  to  wiy  that  at  a  humble  Mibaltem.  ami  one 
rp^lin|{  hefv  in  no  ollictal  ra|«city.  I  liara  bom  able  to 
ramfv  thcae  irrc^kr  aonrrea  of  ex|«»litnre.  ll«iwever,  I 
hava  been  lei  m  for  an  arriilental  one  tliai  promiaea  to  ooii 
nw  a  t««Uy  fvnny.  It  may  !«  rrmembcml  that  I  meniioweil 
iluii  a  tkmf^mm  in  my  aanrtca  r«»bliad  ma  ai  Knhaan  of  |«o* 
petty  to  tlm  value  of  aboni  Ra  600.  I  alwaya  anapecieil  he  hftd 
fDwe  to  Maahhad.  A  few  ilaya  a;^>  a  rerolv^  waa  bmnglii  lo 
aw.  with  a  reqnmi  from  Mirta  Abbaa  Khan,  the  Rritiab  Aicawi, 
ilml  I  wonbl  ki  him  know  the  value  of  it    I  kmkad  ai  it. 
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nAiuod  ilA  worth — it  was  one  of  \Veblcy*8  latent  and  best— bat 
never  drcanie<l  for  a  moiiient  it  was  the  very  revolver  that 
had  been  stolen  from  mo  at  Kuhsan.  Two  days  ago  a  |»rivate 
servant,  who  had  come  from  Tiqiul  on  a  pil«^magc  to  the 
shrine  of  Imam  Iteza,  came  to  nic  and  said  he  hail  just  seen, 
outside  the  limits  of  "  hati^  the  man  who  had  robbed  nic  at 
Kuhsan.  Had  ho  been  in  ftost,  no  one  could  have  toudiod 
him.  I  at  once  went  f»fr  to  the  HritiHli  A^nt,  and  sent  llinx 
of  his  men  with  tlie  informer  to  seizo  the  thief.  Within  lislf 
an  hour  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  sccin«;  him  in  custoilj. 
Allieii  he  has  8inco  tlien  persistently  averred  tliat  he  hai 
(li.six)sed  of  all  tlie  i>rojx!rty  he  stole,  my  revolver,  witli  |M)uch 
and  1x*lt,  were  found  in  liin  dwelling,  ami  my  watch  in  a 
shopkeei>er\s  alxMle.  Tl^e  latter  I  liad  to  rcpurdiase,  anil  bj 
the  time  I  have  ronninerated  evcr}'bo<ly  wlio  lias  had  a  fin{«cr 
in  this  pie,  I  shall  proltahly  be  fer>'enlly  wishing  I  liad  never 
cau^'ht  the  delin<[U<Mit.  However,  iMkaiiak,  ho  will  have  li» 
toes  tickled  ri  la  JVrsr,  Indecil  the  merciless  minions  of  lite 
Kar^Mi/ar  .su^^^stiMI  tlit!  curtail mi*nt  of  one  of  his  earn  this 
niornin;;.  IhiL  I  doprocatrd  mutilation.  I  was  desiriNis  of 
takin;^'  the  man  to  cjunj)  and  there  detding  with  him  eillier  as 
a  Hritish  or  Af^'lian  suhji^ct.  However,  I  was  infonncd  tliat 
Iiis  removal  fmm  Persian  territor}'  might  lie  resentoil  by  tlie 
IVrsian  oilicials,  and  In-in;;  rci>ortcd  to  Teheran,  lie  made  a 
fluhjoct  of  coni]>laint,  and  so  cause  some  unpleasantness.  1 
sliall  therefore  leavo  him  in  the  liands  of  Mirza  AblMis  Klian, 
wlio  promises  to  see  thai  lie  j^rls  his  chie. 

A  lliird  and  purely  voluntary  source  of  getting  rid  of 
s^xire  cash  is  the  treasures  of  the  bazaar.  Tliey  are  of  end* 
less  number  and  variety,  and  uuoonnnonly  seductive.  Ijci 
us  divide  them  into  two  classes,  hanl  and  SfifU  Under  tlie 
first  we  may  class  ilanuiscencd  swords,  daggers  (kkanjar  or 
pis^ikahz)  and  knives,  coats  of  chain-mail  and  steel  helmets, 
and  a  great  variety  of  utensils  carve<l  from  a  Sfirt  of  iiiia]>- 
stone,  and  what  is  much  more  valuable,  fnini  a  )»ink-liueil 
alabaster.  Of  old  ^xjitery  and  tiles  (kaM)  I  have  aoen 
nothing  here  worth  buying,  and  not  one  8])ecimou  of  lliai 
old  glass  with  the  rejlct  mHctlliqifc  which  fetches  sucii  high 
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|«icr«  m  iKe  Eompoin  markef.  TIm  foci  it,  il  has  almott 
M  Xmen  Umpht  np  bj  Mcfttrt  Zief^ler  k  Co,  and  other 
final  In  PenUa,  not  to  mention  firivata  |Nircha«en,  who 
^ifiply  tlie  prrat  maru  of  Rnrope  with  tlteae  articica  of 
trrfir.  Il  ia  ntarh  the  tame  with  ImsfkL  Onlj  in  oitl-of-llio- 
war  |)larf«  may  apecimcnt  now  l«  pi<*keil  up  bj  the  chance 
tra«*eUer.  Some  i^ooil  MS.  copira  of  the  Ptmian  danatca  iitajr 
he  oliuincd  here  at  moilerate  |tricca.  Tlie  intMilnctioQ 
ol  printing  into  tlie  Vj^ni  hat  materialljr  loMened  tlie  value 
of  &f SS.  V'ff  two  or  thiTY*  piinoaii,  a  yrar'a  laliiHir  of  aume 
acromplialie«l  ncrihe  can  \m  lioa;;!ii  Tmlcr  tlie  hi*ail  of  noft 
UhncM  comr  the  manufacttirea  of  tlie  Ti*kkc  ami  Sanik  Tnr* 
knmant  (which  are  much  dieafvpr  lH*rr  than  at  IHrnjileh  or 
IlaU  Murpliah^  the  rarpi*t«  of  Kain.  Maaliliail,  ami  llirjand, 
the  ftilk  eralcoiikrnon  *4  llokluira,  the  ailkt  ami  aliawU  <»f 
llfikhara  or  kical  manufacture,  ami  a  icore  of  oilier  thinpi. 
Ak  ho«ir% rr.  aniline  ilyr^  an*  now  lar^f^rljr  uac>l  in  Teraia  ^ii 
it  tm\y  A  year  or  iwa  a;^)  that  I  n*a<l  in  a  l*eraian  wei*kljr  tluii 
the  Sliah  ha<l  forlmMcn  the  use  of  aniline  djet  umler  pain  of 
ar%ere  penalty).  iIm*  carpett  now  nuMle  there  canm4  comfiare 
with  tlie  oklrr  cUm  nf  article.  Some  of  tlie  ohl  Kam  carpeia 
are  <if  heatttiful  pattemt  ami  texturr.  Ilowrvcr,  at  ilie  |«r»- 
eni  m«imrnt,  wIm^  one  lia»  collectcil  a  quAnlity  of  tlie  articlea 
a|iectfteil  alim*e.  it  hroonM««  a  matt<*r  for  p^ve  cntiiucieratioti 
hnm  to  prt  iliera  io  Knf*laml  or  Imlta.  With  war  impcmling 
with  KutMa.  it  it  acaircly  ailvitahle  iti  aopncnt  imp^itmemim. 
Ihte  f»f  noi  the  Irani  intciv^tin;;  featnrea  of  a  vtatt  ai  thia 
juncture  to  Matlihafl  i%  tlie  o|i|«irtunity  it  otitn  lor  leamin;{ 
the  opinions  cif  wrll-infarme«l  IVr^tana  ami  Af;H»aii«  of  hi}^ 
pnattioii  GO  ilie  Central  Aaian  queMioii.  It  it.  of  nrnrm^  noi 
to  1«  Mppnaeil  thai  tliej  woukl  fs^vt  rx|«raaion  withoul  r»- 
atnre  to  tlirtr  rral  viewa;  hui  ai  the  aame  time,  li  may  no| 
without  reamn  be  prvrameil  thai  they  art  noi  enlinrly  iaka 
TIm  pnoeni  Cfovemor  of  Khoruaan  haa  the  repvtalion  of 
being  moat  amicably  diipneeil  towarvU  Huaria.  Imlreil  hta 
unfnemlly  altitmle  towuriit  the  Bhtith  Commitaten  in  Feb> 
mary  laai.  when  reported  to  Teheran,  <lrew  down  upon  him 
ihe  cmanrt  of  the  Shah.    Xalurally  hit  Ri 
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arc  not  imradeil  1>cfore  an  Eiiglislitimiu  He  was  foniHTlr 
Kai^izar  (tlie  oflicial  in  each  province  with  whom  the  a^mu 
of  foreign  Powers  transact  their  business)  at  Tabriz,  and  then 
Governor  of  Itcslit.  The  Kussiuns  seemingly  maintain  inti- 
mate relations  witli  him.  Tliey  now  keep  up  a  native  ap^nt 
at  Mashhad,  by  name  Mirza  Karim  Khan,  on  a  reputetl  (liis 
own  statement,  I  believe — crtjo  divide  by  four)  salary  of  £800 
\K'Y  annum.  The  Jlritish  Agent  gets,  it  is  said,  alNUit  X4r>0n- 
year.  The  Russian  emissary  who  brought  the  rifles  from  Tunj- 
(loh  is  one  Vuhya  l»eg,  and  is  said  to  be  engaged  in  puri'liai^iu^ 
supplies  in  Khorasan  fur  tlie  Kussian  troops  in  the  tran^- 
Casj)ian  territory.*  It  is  scjircely  to  be  ho|it»4l  that  llie  Shah 
will  have  tlie  courage  to  declare  himsi*lf  at  the  outset  actively 
h(»siilc  to  liUssia.  He  fears  too  much  the  aftcr-cunse^^uenc-es 
of  her  resentment,  if  victorious.  Like  a  true  Oriental,  he  will 
probably  await  the  i>n>gress  »»f  events;  and  then,  if  he  sees  his 
way  to  i^rutiting  theri'by,  unite  his  fortunes  to  th<jse  of  tlio 
a]>|)arenl1y  winning  side.  Wheliier  Knglanil  csui  or  will  hold 
forth  to  him  iiKhicements  suiUcient  to  secure  his  co-o|H*ratioii 
against  Kussia,  is  a  ]H»iut  for  tlie  Ministry  to  decide.  Kutten 
as  IVrsia  is  to  the  very  core,  and  voiil  as  the  IVrsian  army  is 
of  organisation,  and  even  of  couragi*,  she  nught  still  bei*«ime 
an  unpleasant  thorn  in  thr*  Kussian  side.  Her  hostility  would 
necessitate  the  niaint(>nance  of  a  JiUssian  force  on  the  fmnlien 
of  Azerbaijan,  and  the  strengthening  of  the  line  of  comniumca- 
tions  in  trans-Caspiana,  supiMjsing  always  that  Kussia  electdl 
or  was  able  to  make  Herat  one  of  the  tlieatresof  war.  At  all 
events,  the  hostility  of  Persia  wouM  detain  a  largi?  liody  of 
Russian  troo)>s  on  her  northern  frontier,  and  eflectually  prevent 
their  o]K*rating  actively  elsewhere.  It  is  just  iKissible  that  tlie 
presence  of  a  ])owerful  British  army  at  Herat  might  turn  tlie 
scale  of  the  Shah's  wavering  mind  in  favour  of  a  Hritisli 
alliance.  With  a  victorious  Hritish  army  it  is  more  tluui  I 
probable  he  would  evince  cordial  .symjiathy,  and  sym|«ithy 
would  doubtless  develo])  into  co-o))eration.  It  would  ap|iear, 
however,  that  the  desimtch  of  an  army  to  Herat  is  mil  at 
present  part  of  the  English  ]>lan  of  cani]Kiigu.    ^)tiU  an  Aiiglo- 

■  I  Mw  hiiu  At  KuHnui  in  July. 
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Tttrkifth  armj  in  Annoiiia  wcmhl  1«  no  lets  peniuutw.  What 
Kr  woulil  fmr.  if  Kr  iiidecl  «j«Ainti  Ruwui,  U,  Uuii  he  would  fimi 
thr  CVwuickt  in  Tclicnin  before  llritith  ai<l  could  arrive.  With 
hit  cafiiul  aocnrvd,  and  pnncMcd  of  tatttfactory  fruarantees  of 
fnturv  |irnCi*cti<m,  he  would  douUlcta  oon<iiil<*r  it  conducive  to 
hit  own  advanta;«e  to  beeome  the  active  ally  of  Kn^^Uml. 

Thai  the  Hutaianii  are  ImiI  l>idin|*  tlieir  time  to  encroach 
fart  Iter  cm  the  northern  frontier  of  Teraia,  there  ta  htUe 
donlc  Thai  they  luive  filed  their  covetous  eje  on  Kalai- 
i-Nadtrt  t«  well  known  Tlie  entire  water-«ii|ifdy  of  the 
Atak  it  at  prr^eni  in  tlie  control  ol  the  Kurdiah  and  Turkiah 
ifihm  dwf>llin|*  in  the  mountainout  iract  from  lHirai:ei  to 
Kalat-i-Nadih.  Tlie  Itnaaians  are  houml  in  aelf*intefeai  to 
hue  no  time  in  getting  the  aourcea  of  ihta  water-aup^dj  inio 
ihetr  own  hamla. 

I  fttarl  for  Tirpul  to-morrow.     I  have  confinevl  rov  walka 

and  ridea  ntncr  I  arrive«l  rrrr  mnch  to  tlie  aoutliem  ntde  of 

• 

the  city,  and  ooniequently  knt>w  little  of  the  oilier  qnartera. 
li  ia  unpleanant  frrv|ttentin{;  the  more  cmwde«l  |«irtA  anti 
the  hataani  uitlcM  attended  l>y  an  ini|aiiiin;;  rrtinoe.  Al* 
thfio^  the  (•o%cnH«r  it  rr|iortr«l  to  liave  rrrently  lioatted 
thai  ihr  wtUt  of  M^thhatl  wcHild  lioM  in  check  a  Ka«atan 
anay.  I  may  at  well  rrmark  tliat  wrakrr  drfrncet  I  m^er  ati 
eyra  im.  ]n%tead  of  the  ma^ite  Ihicknc^it  (»f  tlie  drfrncrt  of 
Hmt  and  Kan«lahar.  there  tt  nuching  Imi  a  wrak  atructure  of 
mwl  tome  20  feci  hi;;h.  Tlte  cttaikd  it  on  tin*  touth  title  of 
the  ctty.  and  ia  no  atailrl  at  alL  The  (•o\Tnior't  |ialae«, 
whirh  it  of  cnntiderahle  eitrnt,  ai^na  it.  KjuC  of  the 
pitr  it  the  ld;:ah  ptte.  and  weti  the  Sarah  ami  llala- 
itia  satetw  Kaimn^  Ity  the  Utier,  which  laeot  weal* 
waid.  one  tra%*enH3a  the  KhiraUan  or  main  alreei  of  Afathhad. 
which  runs  caai  io  tlie  |>rvcinctt  of  tlie  moaqne  of  Imam 
Ren,  and  |iati  that  to  thr  ratiem  pite  of  ihe  ctiy.  li  ia  a 
fiat  wide  aiff«i«  with  a  \mm\  canal  full  of  ninnin;;  water 
in  the  centra,  boih  aidca  of  which  are  lined  wtih  ine  fAimmw^ 
pofdara.  mulberrica,  wiUowt,  ike  Of  ihe  haMara  I  aaw  liiila 
•r  Mthtag,  aa  th&f  art  moally  wiihta  ilm  limila  of  laA 


A   VISIT  TO 

Of  the  buililings  and  inniinicT 
Ik:  »it<l,  except  in  execration 
or  nillier  Iranlders.  with  which 
nlly  one  acts  n  (;liinpsc  of  n 
liiiililm^!  ntiil  t>loomin<;  trees  an 
of  course  I  Iinvc  ntily  nceii  at 
r>f  tlie  interior  arc  tlcscrilietl  n 
ii)H  cmwilH  of  devotees  within 
n»  n  innrvellims  .si<;ht.  I  pniil 
ud-ilauHli  yesterday.  He  was 
ami  ^nve  nte  in  niystcrinus  tm 
!,'rcss  ill  Central  Asia.  I  amli 
Ktill  nifire  edifying  lecture.  II 
o1)taine<l  from  a  Kiis.'tian  Imdk 
iiilo  IVrsinn  l.y  tlic  SShah'a  . 
which  the  Shnli  had  preK<.'i)ted 
liy  n  hniad  pitewny  jKiiwin;;  in: 
tin;  nflicerof  lliefjniinl.  TIil'  a 
frnnt  of  llie  Katcw. 
Ill,'  bayniirts  >.{  ll 
colonr  (I  saw  only 
is  Artillery  Stuian 
of  giin-shcils  (a  do/.en  or  iii'ire), 
giMiD.  In  front  staml  two  a 
Hani  hy,  new  artillery  l.arrar 
A  few  ni;:hts  a;;o  one  nf  t 
here  entertained  ns  at  dinner. 
Ali  Shnh,  a  colonel  in  the  IVrsI 
of  48  riiiKX's  (1:2  lontfiHi)  a- 
he  lives  like  ii  [Tince,  as  hi 
licn.icti  Inlinnx,  sjkviti.^  of  silv. 
fully  iiilniil  hack^nnnon-lM<nr< 
creign  in  five  ininiiteN  with  t 
could  not  hflp  adniirin<:.  He  jil 
Mirza,  ncion  nf  ilic  huiiKc  of  } 
heavily,  remained  ignite  nnrnlllu 
exactly  as  we  play  it.  A  staki 
was  comiuunccd  witli ;  and  the 


l,n,,l  un„s 

i.cj.orii,..  1 
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clumcev  (>f  iiikhx^m  itiiproviti;;,  lie  tUkcd  ah  extra  knrmm  or 
tmo.  no  tluit  frequently  in  an  exctttu;*  pitne  tlie  ttiikaa  amcNint 
tA  from  two  to  three  tommtu,  IU*fi»re  wo  retired  our  liott  hiul 
kM  •r\*en  iommmM,  tn  more  than  ludf  liia  month't  laliirjr.  TIm 
winner  liccauie  very  1i\'ety  (lie  drank  frvely  of  raw  arrackX 
•ml  invokc«l  re|ieiiie<lly  tlio  uanie  of  lier  MigeiAy  the  Queen 
ami  tlie  llriti^di  <H>\fninient,  and  a«  frrely  cunicd  the  Itnaaiana. 
Thi*  Tenian^  do  ihiC  actually  dine  till  a  lute  Inmr  of  tlie  even* 
in;*.  10  Of  11  r.M. ;  tlie  earlier  InMiri  tlH*y  while  away  wtUi 
tea.  wine,  arrack,  and  li;:ht  refn*iditiH*nts  i^uch  an  bread  ami 
cKee^r,  twi^etimMtn,  |Hckle4.  lc*ttuce,  apriiif;  onioiia,  Ae.  The 
i>«/iita  an<l  citrttrettea  are  fiiiM»ke«l.  aihI  probably  clieaa  or 
l«ick:;aninH4i  pUyetL  Finally,  tliey  fw|iuit  down  to  llie 
•rri*i«i«  nieal.  an«l  liavin}*  fiartaken  freely  of  tliat,  retire  to 
^*M.  l'i*rM«it  ci«»krry  i«  worthy  «»f  all  |irai<ie.  I  liave  tanlctl 
wtiiH*  excrlU'iit  di«lie*  AiiKti  1  ranie  iN-n*.  Frtimmjttm  ia  a 
ih'lM'iotta  ili«li,  cmmiHinK  of  chicken  «»r  mutton,  with  a  lanot 
i4  malnnta  ainl  |>time;n^anate*juice.  A'AtrrMAf-iHi/ii  ia  meal 
cni»keil  with  driol  |iliiin«.  I'enian  meat  is  a/ifwjiff  tentler, 
C*an  we  «iy  iliat  for  onr  ltriti«li  ciM>kery  f  We  mi^hl  learu 
much  from  tlie  IVr^ian  r«Mia^.  Sniio  of  tlie  IVniian  iweet* 
Mnil«  are  ilelii  i*in«.  TIk*  AMif*ti«l««Unlah  liaa  jitat  aeni  me  a 
trayful  It  i<  mn  hontiur  <hittUk*«a.  but  I  had  hoped  to 
ha%'e  Ux-n  «|«irpd  that  li««Hiur.  It  ia  fn*  dear  at  the  iirica. 
t>pini>in«  aUwl  the  Amf^ud^laiilah  difk-r.  Ilia  Umn  pad* 
dr«re  at  lh-«lit  and  Tal«rii  haa  lirtia|{hl  him  much  m  oon* 
tatt  with  Unaatana.  ami  benee  Ida  o|«iiiniia  abutti  tkmm 
ihunld  rmrry  anme  wrinht.  iH  hta  ability,  I  tbiidt  tiMffv  ii 
mn  dottbi ;  but,  nnkaa  rr|Hift  mnch  MaUfpia  him,  ha  ii  a 
tyrant  ol  the  dee|ieat  dya. 
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nr  two.  The  CrmiiiiiMkHier  and  hit  |iri\nite  aecreUry  tUrt^tl 
for  Kii;*Uih1  Ml  tUybniik  on  the  0tli.  Tlie  pre%imii  evening 
thrj  (lined  with  \\n  at  the  Rij;  Mnui,  and  the  cordial  manner 
in  which  Colonel  I!id«;cwajr't  |iro|«wil  of  Cieticral  Lnmaden'a 
biwlth  and  safe  journey  was  n*ci*i\'cd  hj  all.  proved  thai  while 
auMin^  at  Ite  had  aecured  tin*  iijmiivithy  and  (jooilwill  of  alL 
In  hi«  rr)»ly  tlie  General  iitntrk  a  t^rmiiatlMHic  clnml  in  the 
brarta  of  all  hin  lintmcm  wlicn  lie  mu\,  *  I  iniat  to  God  we 
have  all  done  our  duty  to  our  ooontry."  It  is  a  great  aolace 
to  any  man  to  feel  that,  despite  governmental  atttmUtng- 
lil<ck«.  lie  lias  walked  stmighi  in  tlie  |«ih  of  duty  to  his 
country. 

(ht  tlie  6th  of  Fclmiary,  (*o|onel  Rtd;:eway  left  IWila  llnr- 
ghabk  On  the  8tli  or  9ih,  witen  nearing  INinjtlch,  lie  liear^l 
that  tlie  Humiant  ha«l  driven  in  tlie  Afghan  oiitpoaial  Aimak* 
jar.  lie  liastetietl  on  to  I'anjdeh.  reporting  at  the  tame  time 
t4»  tveneral  Ijinimlen.  After  antue  correspondence,  it  was  de* 
ciik^t  tliat  CV»l<»nrl  Kid^^eway  sliouM  place  himself  in  com* 
muttitaiHm  with  tlie  Kusstans,  and  ctMleavour  to  fix  a  limil 
hryoml  whi<*h  neitlier  Afglian  n«(r  ISu^Atan  sliouM  |SUul  With 
this  %irw  Ite  sililmMr«l  a  letter  to  tlio  Knsstan  olltcer  in  com« 
mjintl  on  tlie  line  fnHii  >lrrv  to  llmrmt  Ituam,  and  on  tlie 
r%rnin>;  of  tlie  12th  February  slarteil  from  iHi^jileh  down  llie 
Mur^Hisli.  Ad\*ancin;;  s«  far  as  Hamhik  Kualuin.  some  30  or 
35  miles  north  of  I'siijileh.  lie  was  met  by  no  Ititastan  olRcer. 
They  ilerlined  the  |irotuscd  inters  lew.  aa  it  wouki  maailcally 
interfere  with  their  liosiile  pmjecta.  On  the  l6Ui  Febntary* 
Colonel  Hiiltfefiay  rrlumed  to  I'aa>leli,  and  found  thai  lti»« 
sian  mtrigne  hatl  to  alarmed  the  Haruks  thai  an  ooUireak  was 
tmmineni.  This  outlifeak.  it  was  feared,  wonki  lake  Uie  totm 
of  an  attack  on  the  weak — miserably  weak— A^than  igarrisow. 
K«r  wonM  the  Hamk  hea<lmen  vtsil  Colonel  Unigeway.  TUa 
was  aalirrly  due  to  the  iigmiictows  enwdncl,  promplad  partly 
by  jealoQsy  and  |«rtly  by  a  dastra  to  amgnify  hia  own  tm« 
portanct.  of  Kan  Saatl-wd-dta,  the  Amir*s  agmiL  He  from 
Int  lo  bat.  by  Uiraau  and  aloM^st  by  violanca,  had  tiood  in 
llm  way  of  frsa  inlaftoarsa  between  the  Sarmka  and  the 

of  Great  UnUan.    Cohmal  Kidfiway  aaw  Wn 
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tluit  if  be  ailvftnccil  fftrtlier  tlie  AfgliAiui  would  m%  once  o|iett 
f  rv.     Afirr  tmke  |«riejin^  ilurinf;  which  references  had  to 
Im  maile  on  the  one  Me  to  Colonel  AlikhanolT.  and  oo  tlie 
citlier  to  Genenil  Gluitui-ud-ilin.  it  wm  arranged  that  a  Ru«« 
aian  oIKcrr  un<ler  Af^'lian  ewort  thoold  be  allowed  to  advance 
a«  far  a^  I*ul-i-khtiiliti  io  ctmni  the  «jtA<«,  and  that  then  tlie 
KttMiant  ahonld  witlMlraw.    It  ia  impoaaiUe  to  conjectnre 
whj  tht4  imlmle  conception  wa*  made  hy  the  Afghan  gen* 
ctaL    Siilhce  it  to  mj  tliat  the  Ruteian  olRcer  counted  the 
arrhe^  vUk  ^rrmi  r*trr  (|ioMihlr  tl»e  c«>ntor  of  hit  ejre  took  in 
a  general  Mincj  of  tlio  Af;*liAn  |imitiiiii),  an<l  the  Uoman 
aqnailrmit  th^n   n*tirrxl      llati   Aliklianoff  Imt  known  tlie 
weaknefi4  of  lite  <l4>fending  force !    lint  lie  conld  mit  anbtil  to 
ri«k  a  diiattrr.    An  it  wan,  iMh  Sanik  and  Afghan  lookeil 
•|»«n  lii«  r\*tintiH*nt  a4  a  n*|mlw,  ami  the  British  cauv  pn>- 
ftcd  tliervl>3r.     I  muU  mention  tliat  prior  to  tliit  ilemomitra* 
tinfi  «ntne  c**rTr«|ii>n<lencc  liad  |«<iaed  lietween  Coloneh  Ridge- 
waj  ami  Aliklianoir.    Tlw*  time  aiioptcil  hjr  the  former  wa« 
|«M-tlir.  a%  ci»mtitg  from  a  meml^r  of  a  peacealde  CcHnmimion ; 
the  fr\Aj  ni  iIm*  latter  wa<  ofienlj  hoiKile,  ami  a|t|«rentlj 
aiivglit  to  invent  tlie  llhtidi  CommiMion  with  tlie  character 
ol  a  Wlligmrut.    t>n  tlie  morning  of  the  2Ut  Feliraary  it 
waa  f«mml  tliat  a  |iickri  of  Yulalan  Hamki  (llonman  Mihjrt  t*) 
hml  Iv^n  iaii«te«l  on  a  imHimI  alvMit  a  mile  north  of  l*uUu 
kki«hti.  km»wn  a<  Kifd-ta|ia.      I    »|«rify   thi«   l«cau«p    it 
ttbiitibl  1<>  ricarly  nit«l«*rafMKl  tliat  the  Rnwiiaiit  never  nrcn* 
ptetl  fnl-i-khtthti.    Tlie  fact  i*.  titat  in  ^la^ing  about  occur* 
wcmn-n  in  a  country  of  which  tl»e  world  knowt  neat  to  nothing* 
il  t«  iiecv^^iry  to  make  uee  of  names  of  |4acea  that  have 
Altatnni  tome  notnnetx*      Wlio  has  heanl  of   Kiiil«U|si  f 
Ilu«l4ieM  it  uill  lw<cnme  morv  familiar  in  tlie  fnlnru.    Tlie 
j««Uieatinn  of  (General  KomarofTs  attack  on  l*ul4*kbiakti  on 
thr  Mth  Xfarch  hinges  in  part  upon  this  disSinetion  beisreen 
Kiisl4a|si  and  iNil-t-khishtl     As  a  matter  ol  (act,  the  at« 
%mck.  un|4ovokcd  as  it  sras,  admits  ol  no  eicuaei     It  was  a 
€lrlal«fale  brmch  of  tlie  agreement  of  the  16th  March  matle 
Wtwera  the  two  (Wyrcmmenta.    Had  the  Unsdans  •ver  held 
ria4  Uushti,  thejr  miglit  opmUmA  that  the  terms  of  that  agraa- 


S90  ArOHAW   FEOXTIRK  COIIMI86IOK. 


leiricniy  to  «vi»iil  a  colliiMoti.  A  «liir  or  two  kter  Af|;luiii 
mnf«irtt*mofit<i  arrived  frmn  Herat.  AikI  thua  a  tcooml  criaU 
warn  ti«le<l  o\*rr.  On  tlic  11th  March,  Capuin  Yate  arrived. 
04«iiK*l  I(i4l;:rwa3r'«  dutien  required  hia  preaenoe  at  (tulraii; 
m  tm  the  20th  Uarrh.  the  outlook  lieing  then  •eeniiticljT 
IKMrful,  he  left  rkti>leh.  What  ha|>|ieticd  afterwaidt  I  have 
alreaily  recorded.  I  uiaj  lafclj  laj,  thai  but  for  Colonel 
Kidgrvaj't  effort n  tlie  Uunaiant  wnukl  have  l«eii  in  iVitgdeh 
akx  werk<i  Conner  tlmn  titey  aiiiiallj  were.  Tlie  taak  of 
bnliltii*;  th«*m  in  c)K«ck  wa%  n«)  It^it  one,  or  unfrau|*lit  with 
dan;:er.  an<l  it  wan  aMj  ami  tnanfullj  exccuteiL  It  may 
f««««ial»l3r  be  iia|ipnMe<l  that,  with  tlie  exception  of  tlie  e«litor 
el  the  *  Tall  Mall  tUxette'  an«l  Mr  Ijilioncherp.  every  llritim 
U  cnttvincnl  tliat  frmn  firat  to  la%t  Kttsata  alone  of  all  tlie  three 
|«irtie«  c«inc(»me«l  in  the  settlement  oi  the  Iloiiar>-Af^ian 
f^«ti«'r  lia^  U*t*n  I  lie  ii}:;;Tv*^<«<>r.  It  is  olniona  that  mtch 
a;5n^*^Mon,  carmtl  mtt  a%  it  was  tnsaclierooaljr  ami  in  delUnce 
of  all  n^^TcvmetiK  and  oblipition«,  mn«l  lia\e  tome  moCi^t*. 
ami  that  tliat  m<i(ive  miK  !«•  tiHiie  |«oii|iecti%'e  gain.  If 
ll«%«iii  rrally  <k^inpil  an  e<iaitaMe  ami  a  Mron;:  frontier.  Uie 
w««kl  nnr«»;:iii%e  at  <«nce  that  a  line  drawn  froni  tlie  reimtml 
Khwa|a  Silar  on  tlie  t)&ns  tlimii;;h  llasmt  Imam  on  tlie 
Mur^hjili.  to  .^ier-ta|ia  on  tlie  llari  Kud,  wouki  |«r«eot  inch 
m  fmotirr.  OHuinence  from  tli<*  t-aM.  Tlie  Akclia  oa«i«  h 
tor|«rateil  tnsm  the  Oxu%  Iff  a  ttrip  ol  waterleaa  ib-^ert  M 
mty%  I«««m1.  WrMwanI  to  tlie  Mur^hab.  tht«  ilnp  ;:f«>w« 
I^^hWy  ami  limailer.  ami  it  iwiy  1«  lafelj  wml  tliat  Mer^*  ami 
ittarini  are  cnonected  with  Maimena  by  no  poMible  difcct 
f««iitea  acr«wa  tht«  almuil  pathle^  deaett.  Arrived  at  the 
Mwfylail*.  It  ta  irvti  that  the  Yulatan  aa«a  ta  •eparaieil  fivnt 
tl«  I'iuiideh  oaAM  liy  a  tract  aUmt  90  milea  in  Wiiirlh.  whkh 
k  alawaC  enttndy  ancullivaUe  tk?<ieft.  Tlie  ■amUuUa  lamlrr 
am  the  ^-rry  bank«  ol  the  Mnrijliab,  which  flowa  Mwecn 
liiirh  |«mpitoua  banka,  whence  water  can  either  mil  at  all.  or 
o«ly  wuk  irreai  dsflicwlty.  be  drawn  lur  imi:atMm.  Them  h 
a|n(  that  eerrfa  at  a  connect  inf-lmk  betwvea  INugilali 
Ynkoan.  and  that  U  the  broad  bay  ol  faitiW  aoil 
%hm  aimihilU  at  l^mti   YaiL     The  iO  milea  that  inlen< 
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between  that  bay  and  Yulatan  is  a  desert  that  ooulil  noc  be 
crossed  by  a  lar«;e  Ixxly  of  troops  witiiout  8iH5cial  and  tediuo^ 
l)reparations,  and  that  means  so  much  valuable  time   Cuiue- 
quently  the  Kussian,  who  has  his  wcathcr-eyc  opeu  for  fatare 
eventualities,  has  decided  that  a  foothold  south  of  tliat  dcseit 
would  be  a  mo<«t  desirable  acquisitiou.    Lookin;^  a  little  faither 
forward  he  sees  I'anjdeh  at  the  junction  of  the  ^iilleys  of  tiie 
Khushk  and  the  Mui^hab.     He  sees  tluit  it  is  fertile,  ind 
that  its  {Xiople  own  many  flocks  and  some  wealth ;  Uiat  it  ii 
a  good,  defensive  jiositicm  against  an  attack  from  Men*;  aud 
that  it  commands  on  tlie  one  hand  the  dircctest  road  to  Uciat 
vid  the  Khushk  valley  and  Ardawan  Pass,  and  ou  the  otlicr 
into  Afghan  Turkistan  rid  Manichak  and  Kalah  WalL    He 
decides  that  it  is  more  advantageous  f«>r  him  to  hold  a  |)otnt 
whence  he  can  menace  Herat  and  Maimena,  whence  he  can  at 
any  moment,  if  he  m  pleases,  sever  C(»mmunications  lielwtx*D 
Herat  and  l};dk]i,  and  wliich,  if  held  by  a  hostile  Tower,  would 
be  a  hanl  nut  to  crack.     Yet  another  jioint  or  two  unveil 
tliemselves  U^fore  his  ]K'iietrating  and  prescient  glance.    Tlie 
pf>sscssion  of  rnnjdeh  airries  with  it  a  claim  to  all  territory  as 
far  as  Mnruchak  (if  not  to  Kalah  Wali,  which  is  also  a  2>anik 
settlement)  on  the  Murghab,  to  Chaman-i-l«d  on  the  Khu^ik, 
and  westward  to  tlie  wells  of  Kaiun-Kuyusi  and  Ak-raljot, 
used  by  the  raujdeh  shephenls  and  salt-parties,  within  35 
miles  of  the  Hari  Kud.     The  strip  thus  left  on  tlie  right  lank 
of  the  last-named  river,  the  Kussian  will  claim  m  tlie  ap|iaii* 
age  of  his  jxit  moilel  of  virtue  (riV/#-  the  '  Moscow  Goxelte ')» 
the  Salor  Turkomans,  who,  I  have  Ixx^n  told,  occasionally 
come   and  gather  the  ])istachios   from  the  IHstalik  aiound 
Agar-chashnm.     Similarly,  the  fact  that  the  Tekkcs  of  Menr 
and  the  Saruks  of  Yulatan  annually  remove  a  few  cauel-loads 
of  salt  from  the  Ximaksar,  will  be  allegetl  as  a  conclusive  proof 
that  that  promising  source  of  revenue  should  swell  tlie  coHers 
of  the  Czar  and  not  the  Amir.    Tlie  Kussian  will  also  have 
foreseen  that  two  at  least  of  the  tril>es  of  the  Cliahar  Aimak, 
the  Hazaras  and  the  Jamshidb),  U*ing  separated  from  Hent 
by  somewhat  diflicult  passes,  will,  as  a  matter  of  course,  sooner 
or  later  come  under  the  influence  of  the  stronger  and  bolder 
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m^ilimt  Tower.*  Imketl  the  tics  UHwccii  tlie  IlanrM  mkI 
Jaiii«liiilu  oa  iIm  one  Me,  ami  Uic  Hnrtikt  on  the  oChcr.  have 
lirm  of  no  frieiKllj  a  natum  Uuit  the  Amir  haa  often  (uiand  it 
nmvfnient  to  collect  hta  revenue  at  llanjtkh  throngh  the 
MMlium  of  the  chicfn  of  the  two  former.  Hairing  won  over 
thcae  two  tribea,  tlio  Kuaatan  tclicmcr  eitemb  hta  rule  to  tlie 
nf^ihcm  ontWu  nf  tlie  IWiU.  Anlawan,  ami  Zarmatt  l^nmvt^ 
ami  tlicrelij  cl«riiea  clfectualljr  tlie  onljr  roaila  livtween  Ilvrmt 
an*l  Itelkh.  Tliiin  tlio  Hank  of  Af;:liau  Tnrkiiitan  ia  tnmcvl, 
an«l  it  i«  ■cvrn^l  fnnu  one  (»f  it«  l<im*a.  For  w«vvral  UHmtha 
in  iIh*  jcar  tlmt  |«rDvince  in  cut  olT  from  Kalml  an«l  tlie 
llaiamiat  hy  tlie  anow  that  bloclca  tlie  |«aaoa  of  tlie  HiihIu 
Kn«li.  A<i  a  iiAtuml  rcault,  tlie  Tilick  |H»|mUtion,  no  l«Hi;^«r 
atloiiMtclj  oinln41c«l  hj  At^uiu  <l<4uinatlon,  ainl  iHtt  iiu* 
naturallj  ilrawn  t<>wnnU  {v^ople  <»f  kiii«ln<«l  race,  will  ^ivk  a 
rmpi*ro€h*mfmt  with  Ibikliara,  iiiiitipit<?«l  \^  l(u«iia«  or  dirvci 
with  tin*  CMivt*nH»r  i>(  h'uaaian  Turki«tan  hiuim*lf.  iNtring 
miiiiiT  tlie  Amir  wiNtbl  have  to  maintain  in  Ikilkh  aii«l  tlie 
«4lirr  klwinatca  pmriwma  atrong  enough  to  nip  in  Uiv  biMl  tir 
rruttli  anj  revi4t»  h«iwevi«r  •i*ri<ma.  Can  lie  «|«ire  the  tmf»|ii 
fiir  ihi«  |Mir|Bi%o  f  Call  lie  tilfonl  iiivn'A«c«l  military  cx|vnili* 
tan*  f  U  it  |«^»l«iM«*  <ir  iin|ir»l<iK|<*,  Jmlgiiig  hj  tlie  |ia«t,  tliat 
i:u%*tan  intr{;rue  wnukl  lie  Ihi^j  ahke  with  I'lU^k  aul*ji*ct  anil 
Af;HMti  niU*r '  K%'cn  tntw  tlit*  ri*tatioti«  U*tWM«n  tlie  Amir 
ami  Sanlar  Moluimmol  I%a  Klian  are  •traiiMvL  There  i«  a  inal* 
mntmt  l^nj  in  Maiiuctta,  if  n«ii  in  oilier  kliaiiatr*,  ri|«  f«c 
iittn;:iie  ami  revi4u  All  tln*^*  things  c>iti»iiU*rvil,  if  mnj  leie 
%entufta  to  aMcrt  tliat  tlie  Utuniana,  once  ma«tm  of  lViig«lrli« 
mill,  within  a  few  ymn  at  tiie  mnat,  lia^e  rttcmleil  tlirir 
fr«4itivr  to  tlic  l*an*fmmi«n«.  the  Tirhanil*i*Tttrkix4An,  ami  tlie 
tiimU  K«4i.  lie  will  acnrtt^ljr  \^  accnaeil  of  undue  temerit/. 
It  ia  alfti  wi^tliy  of  ivmark  that  tlie  cwMinn  Ut  that  |V»wvr  %4 
all  territory  nortli  of  a  line  tlrnwn  from  C1aaman*t*la!tl  lo 
Znlikar  wiU  confer  on  ii  an  tm|«*njiut  ■Cnilc;n(^l  ailvantage. 


'  y^  Uii  %hm  %km  AfgWi*  «Mm|  a  l*M.|4tli  M  «w  r^m  mwA  ll«l  iIhi 
fv^iadMi  b»4  tW  —  •^  %hmg  ill  HIM  rt  u*  ilit  Aair.    TImp 
iTMJb  ^  llMft  f  ir.     ImImJ  U  I»  <Milalbl 
ftl  (A|«il  ItaCi  IflM  U  1^1  W  a  mmm  W 
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X«rtli  n[  thnl  line  itiu  Klntxlik  nii'I  Ilnri  Itiul  n?v  K)>ni 
nlxmt  100  mili'it  nf  wntcrkfts  riut.  Two  f<irm  nil 
from  ]^IiTV  mill  Snmkhs  ivN]x.-ciivoly  an*  nl>H(liitdf 
ilic  imu  [mill  ilio  oi\iCT  l>y  llii»  rhnl.  TUvy  hk  ux}' 
tlic  (liin^Tr  nf  lH.'iii[!  iHentinl  Jit  <1>-li)i].  Itul  fnmi  Clii 
Wl  llic  rt;<|iiiri.il  liiK-ml  tiiiiiiiiiiiii(Dli»ii  wiili  J!ull 
cstnl'linlieil  llinnif-li  lA\m,  Siimln  Kiin-x.  ami  Ak 
Tlii.H    Ijiiu  nlliinla  n  niiilititoil  fn>lil  iih  n   Uimh  fur 

HjHTlltifUlR. 

Siidi  1  U'liuw  (o  Iv  niiiii!  nl  llic  i-viU  tlint  will 
t'KiK'L'Hxiim  til  liiis,itnii  (li'iimiKlfl  in  iIiih  fnniticr  iji 
M'lioii  T  Rniil  nt  tin'  k';;iiiiiiii^  nf  tliis  Ii-IIit  lliat  il  n| 
iiiiiicccRHnry  In  nlaiii  ttiu  Cimniiisnioii  lii-n.>,  1  lUtl  iml 
[<i  imply  ilini  II  (tuiiiiiior  Njn-til  in  iIiih  iid^'liUtiirliunil 
ma  l>u  Will  I'liii'loynl.  Kvury  <lt'i>nmiu-iit,  R'iviiiiliv  <>r 
wise,  will  liiiit  ii]ii|>l(>  <Kvii|>tiii<iii.  Tiitliiy  |tr  Aiidii* 
siiirli'il  (iir  till'  iliiwii«,  riili  in  vi'j.tiiiiiini, «>(  vmillicni  1 
Oi1>liiiii  (irii-HLiu-h  will,  I  lu'ur.  slmnly  \v  oil'  mi  u  t»--" 
toiir,  Of  tliu  <illi(vn  u{  Iho  Siirvvy  iiiiil  Iiili-lli;,i>iiiv  • 
iiii'DlH  niily  CiiplniiH  Mitill;iii<l  !iii<l  TiiIImiI  nru  iit  (irvi 
•'iiiii]>.  Mr  :^l(Tk  stnrliil  li>-iluy  fur  M>i<lil>n.l  t.i  ii.i). 
iiHTi;isi>il  viiiiliiy  i.i  tlic  jHisiiil  iirrniitrriiH'iit*.  l'a|itHi 
rniiil  miiki'.s  n  tiuir  i<f  iii>)Krli<>ii  ruiiinl  lliv  Af;;liaii  «i 
nt  Znllikiir,  KiKil-lmliik.  llillmii.  Ac,  Ac.  S.i  lliv  •.tiim 
(.Tiiwiii;;  iuiiIlt  llio  firt  nf  llu;  CiniiiiiiMHiKii,  I  W-Iiu\f 
in't  iiii'iilioiinl — wlinl.  Ii'iwi'wr,  in  a  tnallrr  nf  rourx' 
Willi  il,.-  .U'lmrniri'  ut  Sir  IVHt  I.hiii-I.-ii  lia-  i-Ik.p^i- 
fi>miiii«i.iii  rcvL-nnl  I"  L'nl-iiL-l  l!iiti'Wiiy.  If  \>] 
Kunmu'r-c|ui\t-ti'r!i  ninl  it  iii'w  siilion'  fur  M-ifinitii-  nrliv 
lo  U!  Nni;:lit,  tin-  Cnniii-wii'ii  fiiiM  wanrly  <li>  U-IU 
iiii>vi<  miii;i  III  llic  iii>|>t'r  wuIitk  nf  llit'  liar!  llilil  li 
lll)Hi,  i<r  III  ihu  viriiiity  dl  iIjl'  l'MiiMl-i-/^triiin>il,  Hi: 
!■<  ri  iiKiltLT  llinl  n-jiiiix'S  tlui  iniuiirn-iii-u  ol  lliv  ; 
(iHi.iiilM.  XIucli  wnrk  yv\.  n-mnim  lo  U-  iLmr  in  i-<iiiti 
Willi  l!ic  snnuy  of  lVr>iiiii  lirrimry  fnaii  Siniklu.  < 
ii-rlh  tn  lliu  DaHhl-i-Niiimiiil  on  ll"'  ■"■"lli.  llivvntly 
I'liU'  nl«>iit  r\  \^i\iv  calli'U  lIuHl.ta.liiii, -mii-  4U  i.r  "d 
wt.st  of  clionniiJinHnrisoii.     Tliu  I'tTKiiiiit  Ittv  Imililili;! 
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Uirre;  wlierrA<i  tlie  Afghani  cUim  the  place  aa  tlietr  own,  on 
the  tn^Hititl  tliat  •nnie  tweh'o  jtta%  •(^l.  at  a  confcrenco  be* 
Imm  iVr^iiin*  aikI  Afgluin^  with  a  %iew  to  placing  aome 
dittrk  on  Turkoman  t%h\%  tlio  Sliorah  valley,  in  which  Hash* 
UNlnn  it  ftituateil,  was  liandctl  over  to  the  Af;:han«  to  prolceL 
Fnrtliennorr,  it  is  «r{nH?«l  that  a«  the  centre  of  the  %'allejr  into 
which  all  tlie  knrrzfs  fliaclian:e  Uieir  water  hekNi;;*!  to  Afghan- 
kun.  tlirreforr  tli<*  wlH>le  tiiu%t  tivlonj;  in  it.  Siiine  10  milea 
•ifnthweibt  of  Kafir-Kalah  tlicre  ia  a  \%im  oAM  Ilariiand*i« 
^4lnfnh.  in  the  hilU,  thrmiy^h  which  all,  or  almoti  all,  the 
mimmnmu  Umml  for  Kliaf.  ttltorian,  Kain,  lliijaml,  Anankni, 
MmwAr,  and  .Snttan  uaeil  to  paaa.  Once  through  this  if«r> 
hmmd^  thej  tliafaevl  tlM*ir  c«mrae  ea«t«  weiit»  or  aouth.  acoociling 
t'l  tlirir  «lefttination.  It  it  not  mir|iriaing  tliat  the  snbjnj^ation 
c4  tin*  Turkoiiuin%  %IhhiKI  liave  ^^incd  for  KujMiA  fauie  thnmgh* 
out  A«UL  Tlie  mere  lilieration  of  tliottMintb  of  Teraian  and 
Af'.'lun  cj|iii%fn  14  no  small  claim  to  gratitude.  K\*en  to  tiie 
Tark«iman«,  «iti<t*  •uliilued,  ilie  wenu  to  liave  lielia%-cd  with 
nm«  iliatftry  nmlenition.  1  travellcil  from  Uaalihad  recentljr 
nith  a  JsmUiMli  ;niidc.  Tlie  okl  fellow  told  me  lie  Itail  lieen 
tlin«Y  lakt-n  ca|4i%e  hy  tlir  Turkomans.  Tlie  firat  time  he 
wa«  tskm  to  Klina.  aihI  sohl  a«  a  <iUi%e  tlirrr.  Dcfore  (leneral 
Kaufmanii  MiUlncil  tlie  Khtn  of  Klii%a  in  1H73,  lie  liail  |Hir* 
rlM<r«l  ht«  frri'vl'tiii.  I^it  tiHiimiit^l  t«i  reside  tliefv  till  1874, 
wUn  Im*  rt-tunM^il  to  ht%  home  at  or  near  Turlait4*.Slijiikh 
Jjiu.  NmY  tln-n  he  luil  \vtm  twice  taken  prianner  hf  tlie 
Tvkkrs  «nil  rarrn^il  to  Mmr.  (>n  one  oooaakm  two  of  hia 
dau'^htcrv  mrrt  ca|4urt«l  with  htm.  and  aa  he  contd  net 
fan«iw  tlirm  (hia  cywn  rantocat,  lie  taiil,  eoaC  him  2000 
Imp^m— X6m»).  he  ;:a%r  <eie  in  marriage  to  a  Tekke  and  the 
mlirr  to  A  Nihir.  Thi*  Utu-r.  lie  tm«l,  waa  a  particnkrlj  good 
■uft  of  frIUiv,  ami  lied  joit  |iffv^mtrd  htm  with  twe  hnns'a, 
tmt  *d  whirh  he  wm«  riding,  and  wm  wilhng  to  aell  for  a  etm* 
•^letmtiiin.  ami  tlie  t^Xurt  lie  hatl  alf««dr  aolil  in  the  camp  of 
the  lliNiiiiUry  l*<immiia»>«i ;  etiti  at  tlw  reooUedion  of  all 
thia  he  agam  rr|«Ainl.  "  Hr  it  a  moti  e&eelle«t  aon*in-hiw.* 

The  UneMaaM  ha%e  ittaittc«l.  I  hear,  to  all  their  T^tfkemsn 
anli^fctt  all  t«tce  f«ir  tr%'en  jean  from  date  of  anaeislion. 


I' 
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mill  nfttir  lUut  a  titliu  uf  tlic  pmtiio!  •>/  tlic  mh'I,  ni 
CGtit  of  the  floclcd  and  licnla,  wril  Iw  UkciL  One  o 
fniilt  with  tlioiji  for  scokin};  to  conciliate  thuir  o«ni 
It  is  thu  right  [Milicy.  It  i^  wlicn  wc  see  theiti  emit 
witli  hafui  iniiKThnnil  iiitri;.iic,  tn  undcnniiie  tlii;  I 
tlidr  lici^'libniir's  siilijucts,  Hint  wo  linv«  good  ^nin 
si-titini'iit.  Siicli  iutrifjiio  is  p^-rfcctly  iitM-pRtnltli: 
MuiK.'nvitu  iintiiTu  mid  pniiciid<»,  niid,  if  I  tuistnk 
nlrcAdy  nt  work  aiuoii;;  the  ChaUar  Aiiiiak.  I  lia 
more  than  outi  Turk,  tnkcu  prisuiior  dnrin;;  tlic  war 
77,  laud  liiisiiiiiu  kiiidiicM.  This  is  part  of  a  pruicivi 
Kvuii  the  Afglmnn  woiiiidLtl  nt  l*itiijdch  lutvc,  I  hear, 
ever}'  cnrc  mid  nttcntion  in  tliu  Kiisstan  1in9|>i(ata. 
nn;  no  IIiiMiaii  trooiw  now  actually  iii  I'anjiich  jiDp 
I'nnjduh  Immlutsuxteml  coiitiiiiionsly  from  Mnnidia 
tapa,  but  I'aiijili'U  cultivation  extends  to  Kurlnii  > 
iiiilL<3  nonli  nf  Ak-ta|in.  A  Viilatani  Sanik  iiaiin 
Klimi  has  liccu  np]HiinUil  Ilus-sinii  rcpn.-scntativc  tl 
stroll''  1'its.tiaii  force  is  said  to  Iw  cncniiiiicil  near  K 
ill  tilt.'  iiiiilst  of  till!  I'mijilch  tiuMs,  with  a  weak  pickc 

l!ll«l. 

FarwaXa,  mar  HciuT.  M 

Wiu'u  it  became  known  smuc  (■i;;Iit  "r  nine  days 
ihc  Indinn  section  of  the  ('(iiiimis.<ti<>n  wnidd  in  all  jir 
.spend  the  summer  in  litis  nei;;hl)<>urhnnl, our  siiiiiniur 
Itecnmc  the  huniiii;;  iiiesti>^ii  of  Hie  moment,  l)ii  I 
a  |Mirty,  CDinposud  of  Caiitnins  Mnillnnd  and  tiricsV 
Lieutenant  'Wrif'lil.  was  leavinp  Tirjiul  for  tlic  nci;;hl 
of  tlic  Ard.iwan  I'nw,  wIutc  it  h  proposetl  to  cffliii| 
the  •iiiintner.  1  obtained  pcrmiMion  to  nccoinpnny  tli< 
the  evening  of  the  l^iih,  Colonel  Stewart  came  in.  II 
leave  for  London  on  the  15th.  Our  nwrclies  to  Kliu 
at  the  soiitliem  entrance  to  the  Unlinna-i-Ardnwan,  « 


lU]'  14.  Itaiiinniik,  . 
„  I.V  SlinikliiwBii, 
„     la  Kslali-i-Siiijitii. 


> 


390  AFOHAX   ritOXTIRR 

C>n  the  l.'iih  wc  met  Major  Holdich  and  Captain  IVacticko 
r«*tiiniin;'  fnnu  Ilrrat.  TIh*  f(»mier  continm*fl  cm  liia  waj  Uack 
to  TirfHil ;  tin*  litter,  with  (*a|itAin  MaitUnil,  we  left  eiicain|ieil 
at  l^i1«t-i-Cliarklia  (tme  of  the  manj  mhaid  Imtli  lijr  Shah 
AMwt  fHi  tlie  hi;:hmo<l  U*tween  Ma^hliad  ami  Herat),  ha1f*way 
Mwei'ti  lUiiianak  an«1  Shaikhiwan.  at  tlie  latter  of  which 
|4aM*ft  we  (<«rie«l«ich,  Wright,  ami  iielO  encamiied.  The  (tlio- 
rian  valK*y,  with  ita  viUfl;^■•,  onhanla,  ami  ext«*ttMve  arm  of 
ftrkU  iimirr  ntltivalion,  «|M»kt*  well  ftir  tlie  |»nMliictivi*iieM  ol 
tlir  tliMhrt.  Knitn  Miaikhiwan  we  titrnnl  <lne  iHirth  ftir  four 
m%lr%  to  tlie  ffH4  of  tlie  kiw  hilU  ftkirtin;;  tlie  Ilari  l«u<l  valley 
to  tlie  north.  Striking*  tlie  channel  of  tlie  Mn*ani  tliat  i*Mie« 
fnitn  the  Anlawnn  Taiui.  ami  thiwinf*  |«i«it  Sinjnii  falU  into  tlie 
Han  ICinI  al«>%'c  Shaikhiwan.  we  wemleil  our  way  u|i  it*  1^1 
fiir  ihnv  <ir  f«Mir  inih-«,  until  tlie  fm|uent  rerMrr»*ntxMif  quiek* 
•dmU.  •iml  tiiinlly  an  ini|«*ni*tr.-ihle  l<irri«*r  of  Umklcra.  ohli^^l 
u%  to  ai  nitiil*l<*  ii|i  to  the  n*;nih^^  ^^  ***>  the  |>lati*aa  al«>ve. 
We  wen*  n-w.-inli'il,  lHvWfV«*r.  ftir  any  nli;:lii  extra  flifliey|tit*a 
of  tlie  n<i>l.  hy  tlie  ni^ht  of  a  run<>ii«  |*hetHHm*m*ti  of  naturv, 
whirh  C*ai«(ain  ttrienliach  |4io|fi;^|4Nil.  Tliia  wa*  a  w>liil 
rby  fnlLir.  «<iim*  40  fei*t  lii;;h  ami  12  t<>  !.*»  fert  in  •liain* 
eirr,  fttinmniniol  hy  a  ra|iitA|  of  iYm;:lonii*nilf.  Tlie  rrn«l  «if 
tlie  fturr«>«imlui;;  |»Uin  i«  »iniibrly  (^>in|««eil  *4  i  lay  ami  %aml* 
Maine  oxrrlflNl  with  a  thin  lay«-r  of  f«»n;:lmiM*ratt\  The  arti«4i 
of  water.  |>anly  that  of  tlie  Mfram  il««*lf.  |«irlly  tliat  ««f  miii, 
lu*l  wa«lN^I  away  all  tin*  |ia««T  f<»nuatM4i«  aroaml  tlie  tm4w 
•i4i*l  plUr  t»f  rby.  ami  h-ft  it  with  it«  nm);h mierate  rfl|iilAl 
ftumliii;:.  AlvHtt  ImH  a  mile  aU»%e  tin*  tlie  ttiviiM  «le«remla 
ra|«lly  in  a  turv^e^^Hio  tif  raMa«le«  fnun  tlie  k*vel  of  the  |iUlua 
to  tliat  «if  tlie  clianiirl  or  tniii;;h  that  IumI  ai-rxeil  na  a«  a  naid. 
For  Aficluni«tan  tt  waa  a  pwtty  Ut  of  atvnety — lli«  ckwr. 
•Itarklinj;  water  UihUin;*  ami  b^liii;;  oirer  the  rorka,  tlw 
ni;qS*^l  lauika  <»xvr^r«rwn  with  trm.  Uirwl«,  ami  ^smm.  litre 
we  l«rakfaMe«l,  ami  then,  in  clrhaoee  of  all  mnlMvil  aiUini*, 
l«itlinl  in  the  hm|H«l  water*  of  a  h«;:e  liath  lit>lk»wnl  in  tiM 
watnral  rnrk.  Sveh  a  conlni%t  to  the  mnrky  flnul  i4  iho 
Han  Itml !  We  coultl  mil  rnfivy  il  t<«>  wi«eh.  whether  a|iplM 
Uilerwally  or  eitemally.     M  we  a|i|w««cKnl  Sii^it  the  hw 
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rniis"  cniRscil  by  tlio  ArJnwnii  I'nss  lay  ntmi^ht  nlic 
ODst  [if  it  toncnnl  the  Kiili-i-llabn,  and  east  of  lli. 
dim  ilistniicc  luoniml  the  coiiicnl  punk  of  tlic  Ilniid-i- 
To  oiir  ri<jlit  the  Dnwvndnr  nnd  Satid-Ktih  nin^-«i. 
winch  flows  the  Hnri  Uiid,  with  their  Kiinnnitf  rihI  sIi 
f,tirl)cd  in  snow,  were  clonrly  diRcvniihU',  AVu  miu 
inili^s  sonih  of  ihc  ruined  luud-furt  uf  }>irijnu,  nt  n  up 
the  soil,  owing  to  the  pmxiiiiiiy  of  the  water  to  ihv 
was  clnthi'd  with  luMiriaiit  grns-s  nnd  other  vegerfl 
which  our  luirscs  and  trnuHimrt-niiinmU  fcnMitl  rnviill 
iiuiU-H.  however,  were  not  dustinett  (n  an  undisturU'* 
nieiit  of  so  much  hixnr^'.  lu  tlie  nifjht  a  rou]i1o  of  (|i 
I'inizkidii  thiu^x-s  wnlkcd  oIT  witli  six  nf  thcni.  Tl 
WM  not  discovered  till  dnyhn'ak,  nnd  then  (Iiq  fn-nn 
tilled  liy  the  niiile-drivi'r  ami  sottie  siiwant  of  oiir 
escort  resulteil  in  the  disi^uvery  of  ilieir  tmcks.  T 
knew,  liy  evidence  that  would  be  caviare  to  the  nvnu: 
iwo  or  three  of  llie  mules  wrri-  numiitiil.  The  null 
and  n  Hnznm  sowar  stnrlnl  off  in  pursnil,  ovenmik  (lie 
(who  proved  i.i  l>e  two  in  nninlur,  Ihoufjli  ihe  Uak 
iji^'  Iheiu  llirnu^h  llie  dnuhle  K-ns  of  h>vc  of  a  f.'ool  y; 
di'sire  toi<nli;iue<'  his  own  prowess,  ma ^ni lied  them  i 
Rimie  distnnce  uorlh  of  the  .Sin;;-Ki>lal  I'asn,  tvcn]>ti 
mules,  nnd  lirou;,-1il  ihem  safe  to  Khush-rabnt.  On  tli 
iii;;uf  [he  IHth,  lli<-  Hiiiiiirn  graphically  dencrilietl  hoi 
he  si^^hted  llie  thieves  and  mules,  he  rnisiil  a  valiai: 
nud  'lischar^ed  his  mioket— hnrmlesxly.  Luckily  he 
sliKUt  (I  mule.  The  thieves  showcil  theiu  n  rh-nn  jmir  < 
Xo  nllempt  wna  made  to  purMie  or  cii)iture  thciu.  Tti 
teer  was  only  loo  happy  tu  see  hi^  nudes  once  niott'. 
llie  •.'idlant  Hnxnnt.  if  the  enemy  wnuhl  persist  in 
i^uouiiniously,  and  so  deprive  him  of  the  aatUfaclioii  < 
ill-;  theui,  as  he  undcmhtiilly  wiadd  h.ivu  dune,  alhcit 
one,  blame  cnuuut  justly  1<c  laid  nt  Ids  door. 

From  ><iujnn  to  Kluish-rakit  the  road  follows  tl« 
of  ihe  stream.  There  arc  uo  sif^us  of  humnn  lia 
except  nu  occasional  camp  of  nutUlart  {graxicra),  wil 
Hocks  of  Bhcep  nud  goats,  hcnls  of  kiiic,  and  occaau 
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lew  prmk«A.  Tho  i^rmiing  in  the  vmllejs  on  Uie  nmttk  slopes  of 
the  I*aro|mnitiiQt  U  verj  j^ood,  alihongh  it  is  nothing  in  eom* 
pfthsoo  with  the  miles  and  miles  of  piMs-grown  downs  to  the 
tturth  of  tliat  range.  It  is  sufHcientlj  well  known  hj  this 
time  tluit  IWdkis  is  as  fenile  a  country  as  anj  in  Asia.  Xo 
one  cottlil  wifth  for  a  more  lovelj  climate  or  more  fertile  soil 
tlian  tlie  downs  stretching  northward  fmui  the  iViropamisns 
to  Khuslik,  C1ianian-i-be«l.  Ak-nit«t,  and  Kart*i  Klias.  Ho 
cifiiotts  is  the  rainfall  tliat  no  artificial  irrigation  is  reqniietl 
to  mature  the  cro|is  grown  on  these  lands.  Tlie  waring 
gnuMit  wouUl  fiimtfdi  stutenance  to  conntless  thootajids  of 
cli4ne»tiaited  animals.  To  inhale  tlie  fnmh  bracing  l«feaea 
tlist  Idow  across  tlK*«e  ilowns  in  Maj  is  like  imbiUng  a  arw 
lea«e  of  Ufe.  Xo  spring -day  in  England  amkl  lie  mors 
driicious  and  n-invigorating.  There  is  but  one  want — trrea, 
and  tltrj  mii  )«  planteiL  Whr  not  ha^-e  an  English  colonj 
Itrre  ^  That  wmild  be  a  bcttt*r  barrier  to  liiiMiian  intrigue 
tlisn  tlie  Turkoman  and  Cliahar  At*nak.  It  would  also  be 
a  |«ractirs|  detmmstration  of  Knglan<rs  intent  to  yield  not 
aauClirr  ell  to  Hunus. 

(Hi  tlir  ITth  inMant  I  walkr«l  for  soiin*  f(*ur  or  H%'e  miles 
along  \\w  lUl«it-i-«attgi  Taas,  nml  on  tlie  IHth  rrale  thnrngh 
llie  Artlawsn  Ta^  to  Ziarat-i-Khwsja  Mallal.  a  »|«it  that  I 
%i«itnl  in  No%rniU*r  U«t  on  our  nuirch  from  Kuhsan  to 
Khuftlik.  Tlie  riitratice  to  tlie  Aniawsn  rats  is  aUmt  half  a 
Mile  n«>rth  «»f  KhuUi-raliat,  Two  miles  fit^n  the  entrance 
tlie  nmte  tn  IUI«it-i-Mingi  l*ninrlirs  off  to  the  weatwanL  tl 
t*  a  sicrp  but  not  rough  rua«l.  lra«hng  up  to  Ilalsit*i*Xlirfli« 
i%e  Mtlra  farther  ahcAil,  on  tlie  crest  ol  the  |«sa.  Rabat-i* 
sanp  H  ria^Hit  or  ten  mtles  bryond  that  The  crest  of  the 
Afdawsn  Ktitsl  is  seven  or  r^it  miles  north  of  Khu«h*rabal» 
while  Khwi^  MalUl  is  four  miku  farther.  The  ruml  follows 
the  atrpam  to  the  foot  of  the  kwimi,  leaves  it  thetu,  and  pkka 
up  a  new  streamlet  on  the  otlirr  side.  TW  Ardawan  rass  is 
me^  so  easy  as  it  has  been  reptirted  to  be.  As  I  aaad  belufe. 
making  could  be  mote  debghtful  (out  of  Europe)  than  the 
clunaCe  of  the  eouatry.  Every  Uttle  vale  openinf  into  it  was 
with  luinriaat  vefstatios.  ami  coathbuted  iu  little  rill 
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to  ewtll  the  bipficr  Btreniii,  ihnt  Reeiiiiii;;ly  ris*.-! 
ltati(l-i-Knra-Knitu.  It  is  not  cvgi^'wIktu  in  A^ 
cnn  gindilen  mir  eyes  with  tlie  sit;lit  of  ^laj  bki 
nppcars  ilint  the  hi;;hTond  from  Herat  to  llvrv  nn 
mil  rid  I'tirvnufk,  Khtish-nlKit,  nnd  Italmt-i-sniip,  f 
Tcjulc  only  nrc  found  cirnvansemis  and  wnter-tniiks 
intcTvnIs.  At  Khusli-ralnt  nrc  the  niins  of  n  tow 
si7^,  |ierhn)<s  ilcstroyul  l>y  fire,  and  of  n  liriek  1irir1|. 
arches  ai.T0.s3  the  Ardnwan  Mrmiii.  Fordin';  the  st 
this  liriilge,  we  marched  to-day  to  I*Arwana(]2  niilv 
on  the  way  Chii^hur-mbnt,  with  its  broken-down  i 
of  nine  nrclies  thrown  across  tlic  Ktrenni  hanl  1 
regard  to  all  or  most  of  tlio  mined  brick  stniciiit 
neighbniirhooil,  it  may  lie  noticed  that  the  foiindi 
conn)OStil  nf  larjie  unhewn  Htoucs  cemented  lup-t 
parcntly  these  fmiiidations  are  nnt  bnried  in  th<! 
erccti'd  on  its  surfiicc.  At  all  i-vi-nts,  they  nrc  not  o 
to  resist  ntnios|ihiTic  action,  ninci-  they  invarinMy  s 
i^i^'iis  of  decay  than  Ihc  brick  nhlirc  ri>slin^  on  Un 
qucntly  thi'  hiise  of  a  biiihlin^  has  enmiiletcly  i 
away.  Ifoih  the  liricks  and  cement  used  an;  of 
qiiahiy,  nnd  yet  the  walU  cvinw  a  delcrmineil  lei 
lean  away  froTii  ihu  Ixsiy  of  any  I'lliticc,  This  may 
llje  decay  of  ilie  fniinilntions.  or  to  the  nclioii  of  fr 
very  dry  ntmi>s]i|iin\  I'arwnnn  is  a  larfp;  rillii;^  si 
for  several  miles  l-y  tidtivnlwl  fieUis,  Tile  jiooi'le  i 
nnd  seemed  well  lo  do.  Tliey  own  Inrpv  IhickH  of  ki 
nnil  [.iinls,  tiic  milk  of  whiHi  ia  nil  «via  to  Herat 
The  towert  of  refu;;)'  Dlill  Klnndln^'  in  ihc  tielda  n 
incnis  of  the  f«niier  Turkoman  raids. 


We  linked  at  I'arwaiia  yostonlay.  C'n]itaiii  ( 
having'  a  letter  of  inlroiliiction  to  ihc  Xnib,  was 
uf  U'iiig  allowed  to  take  photo;:ni]ihs  at  some  of 
interiMting  featiirt-s  of  the  neit;hbonrlioo(L  Hnwcv 
renily  tlic  Xaib  (j,">vcnior)  is  not  nn  ardent  votary  ut 
progress.     He  is  prolktbly  busy  Bup«riiiten(liiig  iho 
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the  llenii  iK*fotux*«  tliAt  Aro  now  UetiiK  imnlicJ  fnrwanL^  U 
i«  tt«i  l<>ti;,Tr  tK«cr^Aiir]r  to  witlihokl  tlie  infontuUton  thai  Cobmel 
SU'wart.  Mig<Mr  llfiMich,  and  Ca|iUin  roacotke  vwiusl  Ilemt 
on  tlic  10th  and  llth  inatant  During  their  ataj  thcj  were 
tlio  giH*«t<i  u(  tlio  Xaili,  ami  rcaiileil  in  a  Itmite  cl«iau  to  tho 
piU'niA  If  trial  imIocq  nt  (,1iAliar*lW^;h.  Kmiii  ilie  Ikhisu  of  llio 
S|«Ui*SalAr  in  ih«*  citadrl,  tlH'j  1*H>kiHl  on  at  a  |mni*lc  of  tli« 
pmi^on.  T\h*j  wvtv  rcccivoil  f«iniial]y  in  ihiriiar  hy  tlw  XaiK 
altc*n«lc<l  lij  thi*  Si|«h-Salar,  XnilH.Silnr,  ami  iic\*cral  gmcrata 
«if  «livi«tnfi  and  liripMlo.  (:em*ml  (:iiana*iHlHliu  wa^  aluvnt. 
I  am  inf<tnm<«l  tliat  tin*  iiianmT  i>f  nil  claanva,  |inc»ta,  aoklicrjr, 
ami  |»|mlaitfin  in  ^*ncfiil,  waa  fric^mlly  ami  a^'t*al»k*.  It  ia 
a  rariou«  lliinj*  that  I  can  navt  m>  oim*  to  ii>m»lHirate  tlw 
Atuir't  rvpnrt^  of  iIm  latter  fattatici«m  of  tlio  I4««iilihiri»ljr 
KaIkiIi.  tHi  iIk*  aftermmn  of  tin*  llth  tlie  thnv  olUoi*fa 
•Ihi%o  nanK«<l  l«d  llt-nii.  It  p'**^  witlHml  aayiii};  llml  thirtjr 
\mmr%  wrffv  mit  «|iiiit  in  llrntl  f4»r  n«»thin|^  It  i^  Mtiafactory 
t'*  li«*ar  tl»at  Af;:lian  rvinf«irccnMfita  Imvc  aliitMly  rvachi'^l 
lli-mt,  ami  that  nnirt*  an*  em  T%mif,  ami  that  tiK*  jnttia.  riflca. 
ami  ammuniti«Hi  |in*«ctitol  to  tla*  Amir  liy  tlic  Vt^x^rny  aiv,  at 
kmM  a  i:n*ai  |»>rtiiiit  of  tlit*ni.  oii  tlK*ir  w*t3r  tliitlii*r.  Tliia 
t*«4c«  like  )m«im*«4  ;  Imt  it  '\%  t«»  U*  f«iirv«l  tliat  m»  ani(Hint  iil 
r&rttH«ti  «••!  iIm*  |<an  «if  iIm*  Afult*int  altHM*  <*sin  km;*  \lkx\*  tlm 
Ity%«i4ii%  (Hit  fif  llrmi  It  it  ^ti«frt€'tor]r  to  timl  tlie' |iri«atljr 
claM«*«  f«Mit*nii;;  and  miC  di«c«iiini;^n){  fa%«iiira)*h*  ftvlin;:*  tiH 
wanU  tU*  Anj:l«»-Af;:lian  alliamt*.  It  i%  n-|«irti^l  that  ilie 
MulLi«  Im\c  |Mtl>li<ly  lH*niltkil  iIm*  arrival  of  |lnii*h  oUkvfi 
in  Ilt-rat  a%  an  4u«|<i(*i*Hi4  mm-n.  .iml  invokeil  tlie  ili^imj  likaa* 
in;:  tui  iIm*  r*niidi  alli4nc%%  which  l»y  ilie  Amira  onlen  hat 
livv-n  \^m  l4iim'«l  tliMu*^*liout  Af^^liant^tan. 
Tin*  i'*4iiiiiiM|.«ii  tiunlM^I  fniin  Tir|Md  «4s  tlie  Mih,  ami  i* 

th  U*  MM*  Um  ai^  W  9iktmm^kmm  ««ifc  ywMi^    TVa  IW 
^j  km  II  MMfbl  Itm  %%m  U^  ffi  — I  W  IM  mt\k  m  •««  Uiwfc.     1%  K 
r.  lh«  «t««k«i  W  tlM«  Wit  111  till  I  l#  lm»9K  liiM  H«fttA  U  Mf^Ut  W 
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rvtvrning.  (*<i|iUitui  MaitliiiMl  ami  I'cucnrke  are  awaj  tfjtiig 
to  9nM  to  the  tittiiiU*r  o|  tlic  |inirticaM«  |4iam*«  o^-er  tlie  Vmn>- 
|«iuiMis,  thr  iiiiiitc-«  nf  whicli  are  alrra<lj  Iq^km.  C'a)«Caiii  (toiv 
antl  IH  Weir  arv  i^tiU  at  fir  near  Manlihad  I  Irfi  C'aplaia 
(trirft!«rh  lirrakiitg  ftt^moa  near  Kliiish-raWt.  Every  mm 
el«e  It  herr.  Sun*e\'nr  MalMHiiMl  Sharif  lias  jittt  cooipleteil 
a  Mti^fartary  tttrvrj  fnim  Herat  to  Dbeh.  There  U  no  cUniU 
tliai  iH4hiii(;  haa  irritateil  the  Ruaatans  nH««  than  the  gonil 
m»e  the  Cnintni«iion  luu  ma«lo  of  ita  time  hens.  Milea  and 
milea  i4  new  country  ha^-e  \wn  anr^Tjeil  antl  cxiilorrti,  ami 
tmmi  \aliiahle  |«»littcal  aiMl  atratepcal  information  piineiL 
It  faniH4  !«*  ilrni««il  that  llie  non-ailvent  of  tlie  Ilnaatan 
l*t«imiMi<iner  ami  tlio  omthirt  ol  (tem^ral  K(iniari»ir  antl 
Colonel  Aliklian«»lt  lia%'e  ilania;;;ei|  llritith  prrtli;^*  ami  iIia- 
rmlitt**!  the  liriti«h  OmimiMifHi.  lint  after  all.  tin*  lan^h 
lui«  tmc  \v%*u  nil  «(n  tlM'ir  atiU*. 

With  r«v"^l  t*^  tin*  r«inn*|4t«m,  which  I  «ce  in  piintni*  ciir* 
imr}*.  that  .Sanikh«  "^nv***  l(ii«iia  a  practical  cnmmami  of  the 
opi-n  omuiry  U«twei*n  tlie  Muf^Hiah  ami  the  llari  Kml.  ami 
that  ilio  only  •rK*niiHc  fnnitier  tlM*n  t*M<Ml»le  fur  tiK*  Amir** 
«l> 411111  !•  414  was  tlie  line  f»f  the  l^bropaniiMi*,**  I  ran  <»nly  tmU 
tiMt  mmi*  iA  my  n^v-i^ni  k*tt«*n  m^y  temi  to  fli«|iel  tliat  illn* 
M«4i,  whU'h  tmt-n  i*.§  ori;nn  9tM\  to  want  of  ae«|itaintamx* 
with  iIn*  ;^^i;:Tii|»liiral  featiin-^  of  tin*  ierrit«try  in  «|m-%ti««.  I 
flk^-m  It  Miflim-nt  m»w  t«»  ri'i^tit  eiii|4iatically  tliat  Saraklta  tinea 
iii4  r««iuiiiaml  lU«lkt«.  tliat  a  fnmtier  ilrawn  fmnt  Slier  Tapa 
t«i  llairat  Imam  ia  a  arientitic  fMntier,  ami  tliat  tlie  *line  of 
the  Tarof «imi«taa  *  t«  a  acientitic  fitnitirr  unwoctliy  ervn  of 
tlie  M-tmre  of  the  «lark  agra.  It  mchta  notice  that  nr|Kirta 
Mpe  alrr»«lr  cnmmt  tliat  the  Ktmiknhta,  taking  ailvantaise  of 
the  rfbrement*  trm|iorary  if  not  permanent,  of  tha  Afghan 
Wrli«v  lUMian  niW  in  IWklkt^  hav«  prudaiaMd  thcoMtlvfa 
inile|»iUnt  of  Herat  Tha  rrport  ia  fleniail,  it  ia  triM,  bni 
n««e  the  leaa  im  a  harUnper  of  tha  ine%italib  raanlta  of  a 
Itn^tian  ocmpation  of  iVinjileh. 

Urpi«t  aaya  tha  Unaaaana  hava  wmrae«l  tlia  Afghana  at  llak 

kafeia^i 
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Mur^'lmb  not  to  send  An  ontpoet  to  KnniwulkhAnii.  Svk 
interference  is  more  nnwarmntable  than  an  ofien  occupatit« 
of  ]Manichnk.  The  Afghans  slioiihl  place  tlicir  outpnit  a: 
Knmwulklmna,  and  leave  to  the  Kussians  the  tmtu  of  cabl- 
ing it. 

Camp  RixjAr,  91  ic  M^f. 

Wmtcver  differences  of  opinion  may  exist  as  to  ilic  M 
method  of  utilising  Afghanistan  for  the  defence  of  IndiA,  i; 
has  l)een  long  iinnnitnously  agree<I  that  it  must,  if  possiltk*.  l( 
used  as  a  safeguard  to  it     Tlie  foreign  ]M>licy  of  India  Km 
lieen  giiideil  by  that  settled  principle  ever  since  Kus&ia,  iwii;' 
Persia  as  a  cat's-]>aw,  liesieged  Herat  and  tanijicrcfl  with  tlx 
Amir  in  1838.    The  result  of  this  policy  is  that  at  thepn-Aiit 
nmniout  the  Amir  and  the  Afghan  race  stand  forth  pntfi'itMiIlr 
the  allies  (»f  (iront  Britain.     In   the  event  (»f  war  betwit-tt 
Kussia  and  Enghmd,  the  value  of  Afghanistan  as  the  fii9t  line 
of  Indian  defences  obviously  dejx'nds  mainly  on  tlie  attitihie 
of  the  Amir  and  his  subjects.     Kven  at  this  nicmient.  wIhh 
llu*  Amir  and  the  Vicemy  of  India  have  just  nH*l  in  oHlfl•^ 
ciu't',  and  when  the  iiiwstiiure  of  the  ft»niier  with  one  of  tin* 
most  ])rizcd  (»f  Hritish  ()nU*rs»  and  the  pn*J!i«*ntation  to  him  *4 
matrrinls  of  war»  constituting  a  ni«iHt  ini|w>rtanl  aca*sMimi  to 
bis  military  striMigth,  the  ]uiblic  entertains  grave  doiditx  of  the 
Amir\s  fidelity,  nnd  is  a]i]irehensivt*  that  that  very  material  ti 
war  may  W  employinl  in  the  attaek  and  not  in  the  defence  «f 
India.     Nny,  moiv;  I>>nl  KindH.*rley  stattil  in  tlie  Hcm^Mif 
Lords  on  the  12th  May,  "our  frontier  shtudd  lie  defensible  in 
case  of  Afghanistan  lieing  assailetl   or   hostile."     Even  llic 
Sc'cn'tary  of  State  for  India  admits  that  Afghanistan  may  Ic 
hostile.     However,  at  this  moment  Afghanistan  is  pn»fewivillj 
friendly,  and  in  discussing  its  value  as  a  defence  to  India,  we 
will  assume  that  it  is  entirely  friendly.    Tliero  is  one  oilier 
imi>ortant  |X)int  aflecting  the  defensibility  of  AfglianisUin,  and 
tliat  is  the  attitude  of  Persia.    Tliat  countiy  may  be  nentnL 
the  ally  of  England,  or  the  ally  of  Kiissia.     In  tlie  jircsent 
case,  presuming  that  the  circumstantial  and  reiterated  repoitt 
of  the  Shah's  friendly  leaning  towanls,  and  of  his  offer  of  on 
alliance  with  England,  were  not  unfounded,  we  will 
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tlMl  iVr^ta  tlinm^  iti  Iht  l«*t  viiih  11%.  I  Imve  thmffoffxs 
•««fiiii»<«l  I  Ik*  ciiiHliti«4i%  iiHMt  fiivfiitr.tl»l«*  to  Kii«^UiimI  ftii«l  IikIiii. 
— yii.,  tiN*  Activi*  alltAiici*  f*f  tlio  lVr»i«ii4  ami  Af;;luin4«-tlt*Mc 
lift*!  f.iVfHirnl4i*  oHHlitiofi^  «»f  wliirli  tlie  |»it*^*iit  Military  \ui% 
tli'iii;:lit  fil  ii<*C  to  a^ail  itM'If.  AihiCInt  fni-ffrr  tlmt  U  tH4 
mitlfMit  tiiipiiilAiirf  in  tin*  U*lm%itiiir  of  tin*  lliixamt  aihI 
llmii^;  and  a«  tliat  i^  a  matter  of  iimvitaiiity,  we  IumI  U*< 
i%-|4^>««*iit  tlitiii  a^  |M^«i\i*.  It  lin^  Uvti  p'm'mlly  a^«vil  tliat 
tbr  iltTi^H*!!  nm\ tnl  at  l»y  tla*  Vici*n»y  ami  Amir  wat  tliai.  in 
r%«*nt  *4  «iAr  mitli  Kii^ma.  iIk*  Af^han^  «IhmiI«1  a^  kmj*  a* 
l«iftMl4«*  ni.iini.iin  niiaiiU.*<l  iIk*  (l«-f«'nci*  *4  tli«*ir  own  father* 
hml.  aihI  tliAt  «Hilv  wlK*n  the  Malnliiv  of  iIk*  Aniir'a  nik*  wa% 
«-ii(bnp'n^l  ^IhmiM  Itriti^li  tniii)H  «*nt«*r  Af;:linni<iUin,  ami  ihvtt 
tiffmwm*  furtlirr  l{u%Man  |»ni;:rr««.  With  tlie^*  |»rmiiMHi  ii  i% 
utA  liAnl  to  f«in*%v  tliat,  within  a  few  ntontlit  at  tlie  ni<Mt,  . 
•fit-r  tin*  n4iinii*iir«tm'nt  of  wtirlikc  opiTatHin*,  tlic  c«|»ital  <i(  * 
tlir  Amir  mill  1«*  in  «Lin:^T  t^f  Tilling  into  Kiiaiiian  liamk  It  1 
%^  cnM«ii.irT  to  l«»ik  t«»  Herat  a«  tlie  ol»j««rtivi*  of  a  Kn^ian  | 
attack  «in  I mlu  thniii;:h  Af'Jiani^nn.  Wliv  ««» ^  If  Af}:lian-  1 
Man  i%  I  In*  Imlnark  «»f  Imlia.  tln^n  tin*  ImiwArk  niii«C  U*  «ur*  | 
Miinntt-*!  U'ftiTi*  tin*  «t*iniiitf^  1^^'^y  ^•'^*i  triiin  a  f«B4in;;  <m  llit* 
ilrvk.  K.il«iil  i«  tin*  HtnHi;;li<*M  **t  Af;:lian  imle|ii*ii«l«*mv.  ami 
nntil  KaUil  i%  in  tli«*  luimU  of  Kn^^ia.  ilie  Imlwark  of  Imlia  i« 
•till  ttn«nnmmntol.  Ifrrat  ami  Tulkh  ami  all  Af;;lian  Tnr- 
ki«l.iii  ut.iy  U*  overrun  l*y  KntAMn  l«*^iii« :  llie  nilc  <^  tin* 
Amir  mil  it**c  tlirtrhy  V  c»%rtthn»wn.  tlio«i;;h  it  mar  lie 
•lukm.  If.  tlicf^*f«if%%  tin*  <o>%«rnnirnt  of  Imlia  ia  uinler  an 
ttt:*a;?rtiinit  to  %npf»«rt  tlie  Aniir  •*%%  hM  tliMiir.  it  Wtt«l  lie 
|««iurv*il  to  tnteqvM*  a  Unti^h  army  U-tmeen  Kalml  ami  a 
«ir|ffir>4i%  l«n«iian  anny  a«lvanr-tii::  tliermn.  lUil  at  I  lie  |«t** 
•etil  iui«iieiit  tlic  iMnrmuient  of  Imlia  i«  alittwiu;;  m;^i* 
t4  aeci%ity  •«4ely  in  tin*  iltn^tiim  t«f  tlie  lH«Hin.  Tlial  h 
the  ilrvlination  *4  tlio  lwt»  rvr^m  tTmrm/t  waroeil  for  mt%%\9 
•rntre.  Tliitlirr  Uma  npnti  |rm«  ^4  ftlnrra  are  \tnn^  hnrrinL 
Tln-n*  triii«|«irt  it  liefn;;  ri»lleetr«l  fur  2^fiOO  htrhtiA:;  mrti  ami 
2.\000  fullfffwert  (a  f^Ukmer  f*»r  r\rry  li;:liliii;*  man—far  l^i* 
iHaii%  I  Tlmlirr  two  milwa)*  arv  Iriits  omtinieteil — ilie  one 
nd  linrmi*  the  nilirr  up  the  IktUtt.    Tlie  new  Imliaft  k«n  of 
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£10,000,000  is  to  1>c  dcvotcil  to  the  JIunmi  and  l^^lm  nii- 
wnys,  to  the  constructiou  of  a  luilttnry  road  from  Dcra  ((ha£ 
Klmii  to  the  Pishin,  nnd  of  railways  to  tJic  ea^t  of  the  hulas 
This  Latter  system  of  railways  will  have  no  other  ohjfct  ttan 
to  facilitate  the  massing  of  troo])A  at  M<Kiltan,  IVilinwalicr. 
Sukkur,  or  Kiik,  thence  to  be  conveyed  to  tlie  l^isIiiiL  Tbe 
Sukkur  bridge  is  part  of  tlie  scheme.  Xot  tJiat  tlic  ]ierfc'cii'« 
uf  this  scheme  is  a  subject  for  cavil  or  criticisui.  On  tlio  coo- 
trar}',  what  is  remarkable  is,  tliat  while  snch  strenuon:»  cfl««ti 
are  being  made  for  the  defence  i»f  India  on  the  5iide  tif  tlie 
rishin,  nothing  is  being  dune  for  the  defence  of  Kalnil,  tl« 
seat  of  government  of  "our  own  Amir.**  And  yet  it  is  i^mth- 
tial  that  the  Russians  shouhl  not  oixnipy  Xtdml,  Ui^n^  tlie 
worst  results  may  be  apprehenditl  fmni  snch  an  ucrunvua; 
— viz.,  the  defection  of  the  Amir,  and  with  him  of  all  tlie 
Afglians.  To  see  Herat  with  its  Iranian,  and  lialkh  with 
its  Turanian  |K»|mlati<»n,  oecupiiHl  by  I%ussian%  wnuld  1>iit 
make  the  Afghan  bu\ast  burn  to  reeonqncr  them.  lUit  tlie 
liussians  in  Kabul,  the  Amir  a  refngi*e  in  India  or  a  renega«le 
in  tlie  liussian  camp,  the  Afghans  defeated,  deniondist**!,  atnl 
leadcrlcss — that  is  a  diflV'rent  matter.  It  wvre  Htrangc  iIk^u 
if  tliey  ditl  imt  listen  iu  the  voice  of  the  tenqHer  luring  lliem 
to  the  lcK)t  of  Hindustan,  and  to  the  ri*vival  of  the  g]Mn«Mu 
tlavs  of  ^lalimud  and  Taimur,  Nadir,  and  Ahnunl  Shah,  and  to 
tlio  i*rom}>tin;;s  of  their  own  judgment,  bidding  them  f*»nmke 
the  ransc  of  the  eflrtc  liriton  and  es|iouse  tliat  of  the  all-cou- 
(jucring  Kiissian.  Xay,  more ;  who  can  say  tliat  the  liU«i»iaiis 
may  not  render  tlie  arm  of  the  Afghan  powerlesn  by  ilic 
tliroats  of  s\ich  vengeance  as  they  wnuight  on  llie  Yamnds 
in  IST:^,  and  tlie  Akhal  Tekkes  in  1S80  ?  Under  snch  cir- 
cunistanres  fear  ami  self-interi'st  would  overrule  {latriiiti^m 
in  the  Afghan  breast,  ami  the  actual  evidence  t»f  Miivovile 
victory  would  outweigh  the  vague  jiossihiliiy  of  an  ultimate 
I'ritish  trium])h.  Therefore  an  Indian  anny  nuiMt  op)K)te  tlie 
advance  of  a  Ihissian  army  on  Kabul ;  and  tlien^fore  ihe  coiu- 
niunicati(»ns  In'tween  Kabid  and  India  must  lie  ftuch  as  to 
admit  of  a  British  a*r/M  <rartn/r  preoccupying  a  ;foml  defen* 
sive  position  on  the  IValkh-Kabul  road,    ^\*1lat  tliat  iiwdtiuii 
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*jiliiNil«l  1«  M  ftir  tlioto  wlm  know  tlto  ciMuitiy  to  tkctik*; 
iiii«l  tlie  uxiro  ilituiti  it  i«  fmni  KaImiI  towani«  llalkii,  tlio 
tmwc  |ierfeci  tiiiiU  lie  iho  amm^^cmenU  tnd  lucam  for  the 
tmiimpnft  UiitlN*r  of  HritiAh  tmf»|iii.  Viewing  tlie  extentire 
Iifr|«initt*iii4  in  |»r««;:rcM  fiir  nuusinj;  troops  in  Uic  lH«liin,  ami 
•U*  ilHi«e  iwMAiMy  f«Mr  an  oocti|)otioa  of  Kamlaliar,  tlie  i«lca  iioi 
nnuaturmlly  an«e«  tliat  it  %%  inlen«ieil  to  nicci  a  Kitnaian 
••1%'anco  fmiit  lUiIkh  hj  a  Unti«li  a«lvanrr  fnini  Kantlnliar 
rM  C^haiiiL  Itiit  on  reference  to  tlie  nui|i^  wo  fin<l  ilmi 
Kaliol  14  al«Mit  300  niikrt  fnNn  KamUluir  an<l  :U0  fnmi 
lUlkli.  T1ien*f*>rt\  etrtfris  jmnbug  (witli<Hit  coii^itlerin;*  tliai 
tlir  l*ihti%li  tn«*|«i  w«iul«l  mii  niovt*  till  nrw«  i»f  tlie  Af;;lmn 
clrlrat  ati«l  n*ln*iit  townnla  Kalml  aiTi%*eii),  tlie  KufMian*  w«niI*I 
pemch  Kalml  HnC  TIh*  lUlkli-Kalml  Mml  umj  lie  an  cxcvt'vl* 
iifjir  «li(H<uU  (HN*.  Irtii  i\w  KaiMliliar-Kaliul  i^  none  nf  the 
ra«ii-%l.  Hie  \w%^0^  of  tlH*  Hindu  Kii%li  are  Mi«l  to  be  iiwtally 
I4««*kr«l  with  ttiftw  ff»r  ncveml  n»oiiili4  in  tlie  yvnt}  lUit  tlie 
lCii«Man4  Iviii;!  mcll  aware  of  tliat«  would  ao  tinie  tlieir  in\'a« 
u»m  of  Af;;han  Tnrki<»lan  a^  to  rrn«i  tlmiie  |«mch  jii4i  a^  tlie 
Mii>w  Uad  Irft  tlimt ;  ami  during  the  atvcu  «ir  ri;rfit  f<4l<»wiii;: 
MiintlK.  tlie  |«i%«r«  hetuj*  o|irn.  i\%vy  cmilil  nrtrrat  at  any  time, 
if  di«*Mer  IWtdl  tlirtii.  It  i*  rlrar.  tlicn.  lliat  an  anuy  at  Kan- 
cbliar  i<i  toil  rvtiMrte  to  1«  «tf  any  certain  tiefence  to  Kalml. 
Hie  tame  ol»|c«rti«4i  woukl  m4  eiM  if  tlie  Af^ian^  w«ni|iI  lay 
IM  Mifi|4ie«  f*ir  20.000  im*n  at  rvcty  aa^re  from  KamUltar  to 
Katml.  ami  if  a  Umx  of  20.000  iiii*ii,  with  mnle  ami  \nHij  trmnv 
|«4i,  fia«  mamtaineil  at  tlie  f<*niH'r  {dat^,  remly  to  iiio%e  at  a 
da)'t  m4icr.  Tliat  f«ift«  could  reach  Kabul  within  twenty 
cla%t;  wlirfva«  tlie  nti%ttan«,  ci|«|a«icU  and  luraMi^l  by  tlie 
Af;:lian«^  ulio  ncmbl  fif  oiur«t*  dcvtrtiy  all  tlie  aiip|dira  they 
t^mUl  at  tliry  rvtrratcU.  w«i«t|il  do  well  if  they  covvrwl  ten 
milr«  a^lay.     Why,  li«iwv\cr,  look  to  Kamlaluir  for  mmcdut. 


f  llMft  tl»  Ink,  lUK  m4  N^  KUa  r^MM  -MV  tMMly  m-^m^i 
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when  Peshawar,  Thai,  and  Ikmnii  are  so  much  nearer  f    lUit 
it  is  not  suiVicient  that  the  Khnilmr  niid  Ktimnii  n«iiU  aiv 
available.     When  a  corju  (Tarmac,  with  ttn  vast  qnnntitics  of 
crnnnnssariat,  ordnance,  ami  lielcl-eqiiipniont  storcjv  Ima  Uv  be 
nioveil  nipidly,  nothing;  hut  a  railway  mipplion  the  rtijuirp- 
nicnt.s  of   the  via^,     llut  the   railway  teniiiiii  are  ihvw  at 
Peshawar  and   Kushal*^\rh,  and  there   ia  not  n  whis|ii*r  of 
an   extension.      It  c«in  lie  easily  underHt<MM|   that  the  Atuir 
would  loi)k  askance  at  the  idea  of  connei'tin;^  hiii  mpitJil  hr 
railway  with  Peshawar.     XevcrthelcM,  l»oth  in  his  own  in- 
trrest  and  that  of  India,  it  wonM  1»o  very  dcsirahlc.    Moivovi-r. 
irresiHJctive  of  the  defence  of  Kabul,  there  is  nnotlier  iuijiort- 
nut  stratcj^ioal  reason  for  construct in;j  a  railway  to  it     S«|>- 
]M)sin;^'  that  the  liussians  (Hru]»y  Herat  and  Af^^han  TurkUun. 
and  there  await  an  attack  from  the  cf>nihiiuMl  Af;:linn  ntitl 
l>rilish    forces,   where    would   it   lie   liest  to   attack   tlK*iu  ? 
S\ii>posin;;  we  defeatetl  them  in  Ilenit,  we  ^honld  in  no  may 
endan^'cr  tlie  security  of  their  i^)si( ion  at  Mainiena  and  iSalkh. 
]»ut  if  we  drove  them  from  these  last-nanietl  places  acniss  llic 
Oxus,  wo  sliould  din*<'tlv  threaiten  their  line  of  e«>ninmnicati<4i 
from  Herat  throu^'li  Panjdeh  toMerv.     Xor  must  we  ii%x»rl««»k 
tlie  im]Mirtauce  of  thr  road  from  Kabul  thnin;;h  the  Haxarajat 
to  I)aulat-yar,  and  thence  rid  OU'h  to  Hcnit.     Ft  in  known  l«» 
U'  i»racticabK*.     Slmuld  the   Kussiani)  at  Herat  answer  the 
]>riiish  advance  on  l>alkh  by  a  counter-advantx*  cm  KaiMkiliar, 
the  dctachnicnl  of  a  P>rili.sh  division  rid  Ihiuhit-yar  on  Hrmt 
would  i)rol)ably  neccssiiate  their  alNnid«»nin;^  such  an  cnlrr- 
]irise.      In  ])us]iin;;  a  railway  to  Kabul,  as  c«mii«iiv<I  with 
Kandaliar  there  is  one  objection — viz.,  that  the  proptm«clivc 
counnercial   advanta;:es   accruin;^   theri'tn   are    unini|Nirtant. 
From  Kandaliar  a  railway  couKl  lie  constnicted  to  Famh  (ir 
Lish  Juwain,  and  thence  across  central  Persia  to  IWi^^IhUmI 
and  Alexandretta.     If   Knj,'land  desires  direct,  or  appnixi- 
matcly  direct,  connection  by  ndl  with    India,   tliat    line  of 
railway  nuist  W.  s(.*cure  from  the  possibility  of  Kinwian  in* 
terference.     What   are   we   to  piin  by  linkin;;  our    Imliau 
system  with  tliat   of   Kussia  in  Central  Asia  f     At  pronent 
the  counnercial  dealiu'^s  of  India  with  the  few  milliont  tiuit 
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iiiluil«it  Tiirki«tiiti  ainI  Irmii^i-CaiipiiiMi  ato  imiC  »f  mich  iiui|{* 
iiitii«lc  A4  to  iiKliicr  tlir  lH*lit*f  Uiiit  a  railwiij  fmm  Kanclaltur 
to  Mt-n'.  c»r  fnHii  Kalml  to  SauuirciiiMt*  wouM  eviti  |«y  iuown 
r\iii*ii*r<i.  If  KitMui  %%  iiarticuUirly  kii*n  alv^ii  extcntlinj; 
bt-r  milwAjT  tVAtcMu  to  tlie  ooiifittcft  of  Af;;hiinifitiitt,  9tAv]j  ol 
amr^  for  comtw^rruil  |mriMii«*ft,  krt  lirr  in  tin*  antour  of  lier 
atiiUiH4i  twrll  Mill  tuoTD  tlie  iii«*iuiiir«  of  hrr  tiiumcitil  inii1«r* 
m^MiM-titi,  hinI  run  Iwt  railwaya  finally  into  a  eml  ^f  me  at 
8arikii«.  I*anj<k*h.  or  Kilif.  ]^lean«hik*.  let  India  nmtvnl 
ittt'lf  mitli  tlic*  coottniction  of  uncli  Mrati*;:ical  milarara  at 
ar«*  itrrv^kMry  to  tlie  ck*ft-nc«  c^  ita  north- wi«ftt  fnmtt«-r ;  ami 
if  flirt lM*r  r&tftB«Hici  l«  tlion^Hil  neciiiAAnr,  k*t  it  U*  mrrii*il 
tmi  thr^rti^k  tliat  tcrhtorjr  vhirh.  in  tin*  romin;;  imrtiiKm  f«f 
A*M.  '\%  fji;;lamr«  natural  lH•nta;^-< — vir.  M*iitlH*ni  iVr^w  ami 
TurkiUi  Aralna. 

A  («rt)r  «tf  \\%  f  r«A«Hf^  r«*«i«*nlnr  a  |«im  miiin*  ri^^lit  mik*« 
co*l  c«l  raui|i  mill  tli«-  Hi*nit  %allc3r,  oUaineil  a  tine  vk*w  ImIi 
of  citr  an«l  %Alk*r.  Itrk>w,  or  to  tlic  Mmtli.  at  <*ur  f«*rt.  kijr 
Kiii;:l«i«t.  mlM-n*  it  \\a%  Icrn  |iri*|««iil  to  miiMntct  a  4k*f«*n- 
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•  •  • 

lKi-*liakk  rati;.'**.  TIm*  llrrat  \allcy  itH*lf  i*  tif  o*iir«*  i>tH*  va«l 
rjt|«-t  «*f  iN-kU  Mii«WI«<il  with  f«>rt^  %ilkiL'«^.  i«r«hariU,  ami 
pifik-tt^  Away  t«(  I  In*  MNithnm^t  tow«-rv«l  iIh*  Mt«»w-m|itx'«l 
|«<ak«  f»f  tiM*  Si)iih  Kuh.  C*a|4atn  iMiraml  ami  1^  Aitclit«oil 
^turm'«l  i«»  ratu|>  tin  iIm*  .'Tth  after  a  tmir  in  •trntlim 
Iktolki^^tlif  f«inm-r  to  inii|«x*t  tin*  Af;H>an  tNii|«M(«,  tlH*  latter 
Ifft  U4;itti«r.  t>|i|m»iif>  Kaman«t-lahi*lit«  which  \%  40  luilra 
toiiiih  ttf  Zathkar,  ftiuir  *>war«.  »utpr<inl  !•»  Irkititf  to  a  Kim* 
•UN  «iirii-%tti;:  iir  ri|4nfiin;  |«irty.  wecv  •«vii  ««  thi*  iVt^n 
ImiiIl  TIm-v  tiiWArm  Mallei  tln-j  IhmI  lirii«i;:lii  thr  mail*  fn«i 
TurUl.  Uit  f^mkl  m4  ^i  arn«A  tin*  h%vr.  Tliu.  l»owr\«T. 
wat  a  |«itmt  falarhofsl,  ami  tin*  ai4e  cil*i^ct  tliry  hail  in  %irw  in 
9^wu%mj^  a  r<onvmatH«  waa  to  a*n-rtaan  to  whian  tho  liltb 
raaip  oa  thr  Afj^Min  l«ak  U*kifi^<oiL  Thi*  incident  mmta 
attmiii4i.  larautv  it  i%  wrll  kmnan  Uiat  KnMa  intnuit,  aa 
•nm  aa  <i|i|«<tanitx  '^'^  <<*  annri  a  lari:o  tiriii  of  trrritflfy 
«i  tW  krfl  Imnk  ol  tiia  Han  Uml.  aimtliwanl  to  Karu  ami 
TnH«t-i4<4iaikh  Jam,  a»il  wcalwarl  to  Fanuaum. 
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Much  has  bei*n  8|M»kon  of  Inte  nlioiit  fi<:litin*;  for  n  little 
Mrip  of  (losort.  The  o|>iiiii>n  here  prevails  that  the  h«»iioiir  t»f 
En;;lnn(l  is  the  n^nl  cnKt/s  Mix,  Htit  K*iivin;;  that  f»iit  of  tlio 
question,  the  subjtrt  of  dispute  iW's  no  ilnuU  resolve  itsi*lf 
into  "a  little  strip  <»f  <U»Si'rt."  I  have  alresuly  stated  why  that 
"  little  strip"  is  si»  valuahle.  I  now  ]in»|»nffi»  to  descril»e  some 
]>oriions  of  it,  es|KK*ially  the  Xin)ak.<qir.  Ah  on*  Ion;,'  it  is  to 
lie  liussian,  it  will  in  future  Ik*  fi»r  Kussians  to  di*scrilH:  it. 

The  Ximaksar  or  Yar-yulan  (sunken  jjnmnd)  is  a  valley 
some  .*iO  miles  in  ]en«^h  fn»m  I'ast  to  west,  and  its  ;;ri*siti*Ht 
breadth  from  north  to  s<»uth  is  11  mik*s.  Its  western  etlp* 
rests  «>n  the  niad  from  Knn<a^iali  to  Ak-r«il<it,  and  its  eastern 
on  the  iVand-i-l hizan  (5salt-ran;,'e)-  Tlie  niesniin«;  of  Ximak- 
sar is  "salt  country"  or  "^sall  distriet.**  The  ]»l:itfau  tlmt 
encircles  this  extensive  valley  or  depri'ssiou  is  coni|insiil  i»f 
undulating  downs,  similar  to  those  of  the  n*st  of  the  rhnl, 
Clntl,  I  may  explain,  is  the  tiTin  a)»plie<l  to  the  tin«lulalin*; 
downs,  often  of  fertile  s<»il — which  after  the  rains  allonl 
magnificent  grazing,  hut  arc  al»siilutely  flevoid  of  springs  or 
streams  of  water — constituting  tlir  greater  ]mrt  of  nortlH*ni 
]>adkis  and  of  the  cf»untry  that  stretchi*s  cast  fri»m  Paiijdeh 
antl  Maruchnk,  and  thence  skirting  the  north-tjastem  eilge  of 
the  oa5^>s  of  Mainiciia,  Andkliui,  and  Akclia  to  tlio  C^xiia. 
The  plateau  anaiiid  the  Ximaksar  in  alxiut  2200  feet  aUivc 
the  si'a-lcvel,  whensis  the  wcsiem  salt -lake  is  fully  KKK) 
fii't  lower.  TheR*  are  two  lakes,  western  ami  eastern,  sejicir- 
aleil  fn»m  each  (»th<*r  hy  a  ridge  s«»nie  180t)  feet  aUivc  the 
level  of  the  si>a.  The  m<»<.t  n*cniit  im]Nirtant  alterati«m  in 
the  hnralisation  (»f  the  several  Turkoman  triU*s  was  caiiseil 
l»v  the  invasi<»n  <»f  ]Mer%'  hv  the  Tekkcs.  Tliese  Tekke*  have 
gradually  worked  their  way  eastwanl  fn»m  tlie  east  slntre  of 
the  C*iis]>iau,  and  after  <»ccu]iying  Akhal  and  (Md  Snniklis. 
attaeki^l  the  S;iniks  at  Merv  in  overwhelming  nuniliers  alHmi 
the  year  18."»."i.  Tlie  Saruks.  after  a  stuhUim  ami  ]»n»h»iigHl 
re^iistance,  finally  abandoneil  the  ^Ier%'  rvisis,  and  seltUnl  at 
Tanjdeh.  The  Saruks  in  their  tuni  di^placeil  tlie  Salors. 
Since  the  year  1860,  or  thereaUtuts.  the  Tekkes  of  Men*  luiTe 
had  a  mono|K»ly  nf  the  salt  of  the  western  lake,  and  the 
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Amkft  III  YubUit  nuA  Ihnij^lch  of  the  i*iuiicrti  like.  It  waa, 
ol  coume,  a  mono|ii»ly  •(  tciT»r.  Tlio  Mine  n*nwYitft  tlmt  iimilo 
it  uapoauble  to  c«4<miM4*  IbiilkiA  iimdo  it  iiiiiHiMiMt)  to  (rvqiiciil 
tbt  KiauikiMir.  Dw  Salom  nt  Samkhn  oUaiiictl  nalt  frmn  tlic 
wviili«ni  Ukc,  ThiJi  latter  lie^  in  n  tlrpn^oii  iioim*  ei;«hi 
Milm  in  lrn;:tii  by  H%x*  in  bnni«ltli,  iiuiTniimle«l  by  |wr]icn- 
tlicttbir  clilTii  aliout  900  (wi  in  Innj^it  T\w  only  UH»in«  of 
«l«*9n?nt  to  it  14  by  a  rnail,  A]»fifii\*ntly  aitiHcial,  at  i\w  north- 
«utt  mnier.  Tin*  iirtUAl  nrea  of  tlio  Milt-biki*  i»  aUmt  tUtve 
by  iVfi  nitb*4.  Hn*  liankn  of  tht*  milt  -  lak(*«  an*  iioft  ami 
lutidtlv,  aimI  ttbiHtnd  in  i*i^i\  n\iv\W  TIn*  U>1  i^  a  niana  of 
Kilt,  coviTcd  (at  Vsmni  wImmi  viMteil  in  Kclvninn)  with  an  inch 
••r  twti  o|  WAt«*r.  A  thin  tmrthy  acvliinent  Uy  ovit  iIk?  milt. 
Tin*  eaiaifii  Inkr  i^i  ftitualt**!  in  a  vaIK'V  ^>nie  l.'i  l»v  10  niil4*<« 
ill  *i#e.  bnnl«*n«il  t*)  tlio  north  aihI  wc^i  by  |»riH-i|iit«Hi%  clilfa, 
which  •\n\tt^  ^^railnally  ilMHiiwnnU  in  «tiix-c«MW  iiiiibilnti<Mi« 
1*1  tin*  vnf4  nml  MHitlit-a^t.  11h*  c*Hi«liti*>ii%  «»f  lb«*  cmMcni  lake 
arv  iIm*  MtiM*  A^  tlHMo  of  tlic  wi*«lcni.  etc«'|»t  tliat  il  ia  twice 
lilt*  Him*.  aikI  1ii*a  fti*vrnil  Iiuii4lrr«i  f«*i't  lower.  It^  ^li.  itm\  i% 
IK 4  «ft  |mrr.  TIh*  |»i«ii*««i*Hi  of  tlK*«ie  wilt4iik«*^  i^  of  ;*ffAt 
im|»in4ii<v  a«  a  •tHim*  of  r^'Vciniv.  Ai  *«ii»n  a<  ilic  t^Nintr}'  it 
tran«|uilli<ii*«l.  Aiilt  WfHiM  U*  %ii|i]*lit^l  Ik*ihv  it«iC  only  to  tin* 
Turkomans  but  t«»  Kbornian.  I  Ik*  llrmt  firvivinri*.  Af*^lian 
TurkiMan.  iin«l  |«*rliJi|M  cvim  a«  far  a«  Afthkal^nl  an«l  liitmian 
Tiirki«tan.  It  it  «lti«^  iitit  in  llflki*^  al«Hit  f«Air  in«li4<ii  thick. 
l*0(k^l  (in  canM'K  ao«1  taken  oil  ft>r  ^il<*  jtiM  at  il  ik  It  it 
Mitl  iliat  tin*  ftopHy  I*  im*\liaii«tiM«*;  \mi  rtf  late  yt*«ri  tlicn* 
ha«  iif4  U'cti  a  «i*%crv<  <lniiii  ou  it.  Tlicrv  )ii*iii$«  no  tax,  iO  Ik 
€4  «olt  n«>w  tclU  in  l*Anj«U*li  at  abimt  c«tu'bt|amcr.  Ttw  thrw 
Aiiiiiiun  iii«4iib4  an-  iIk*  turn*  f**r  rarrvin;;  «*ii  tlit*  •olt'lrtMk* 
fnaii  I*anjik4i.  In  i*arly  •imii;;  tlic  |aii«U  arv  |4«iii|;ltii|  aotl 
rr^ifit  Mfwu,  llicn  f«4l«»««  the  lauilnit;;  •ra«*jii.  In  the  tiiiu* 
lucr.  otrin;*  to  the  |«r%ak*iirr  o|  a  noxitiiui  mtil  tMul4r««iM>  pNl- 
0y.  il  It  iiiai|vt«al4i*  to  take  catnrU  acr^wa  I  lie  ekml  In  (ad 
tlM-y  lia%r  to  be  kr|4  in  Ta^jiU'h.  awI  i^m^*!  Uvnui:  the  oml 
hi««rm.  lUit  At  tuon  At  the  crit\m  hmw  l«rti  )«Allirr%^l  ui.  ihm 
atlt-lrailrri  trt  olT  frtitn  I^injikrh  km  %hm  t— fm  AAlt-lakai.  ai»l 
the  •Ali-<«rm%  Aii«  cnnliuwr  tn  |m«t  to  a«il  fm  llU  wt»Uf  tvCt  in. 
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The  Turkoinan.s  of  ^[orv,  Viilntan,  Panjileh,  ami  StmikliJi 
each  hail  their  own  road  to  and  fnmi  the  Xiiiiakftar.  The  fuilt- 
cariivans  of  eaeli  came  invariably  escorted  hy  a  ntiinen>u4  and 
well-anncd  }»tirty  of  men,  hut,  hy  mutual  consent,  avoidcti 
contact.  Tlie  Merv  route  crosseil  the  desert  for  five  or  six 
walork'fls  sta;^es  to  Kuyun-Ooisi  (=  shee|HwellsX  on  tlie 
S;irakh.s-ranjdeh  road,  where  there  is  a  plentiful  supply  of 
wator.  Thence  they  marched  aljout  20  milen  to  Alli*hir 
(=  fifty-one),  a  name  <^ivcn  to  two  sets  of  wells  five  miles 
ajKirt.  These  wells  are  now  dry.  Tliey  are  said  to  lie  r»l 
fatlioms  in  ilepth.  Hence  tlieir  name.  From  AUi-hir  to  the 
top  of  the  rid<;e  di\idin<;  the  two  salt-lakes  is  a  distance  of  10 
miles.  Th(*nce  the  road  winds  for  seven  or  eight  miles  down 
tlie  wof^teni  sitle  of  the  ridge  to  the  lake.  The  Yulatan  stdt- 
road  follows  the  Murghah  for  threi5  marches  lo  Aigri-ya|n 
(near  Hazrat  Iniani),  ami  thence  crosses  the  dejtert  in  four 
marches  toCiumhazli,  whence  it  joins  the  Merv-Nimaksar  road 
at  Alli-hir,  and  following  it  onwanls  to  the  lop  of  the  dividing 
ridge,  tln'i-e  diverges  antl  descends  to  the  bed  of  the  eastern 
lake.  The  ranjdfh  road  runs  straight  across  the  ckttl  in  a 
south- westerly  direction  for  six  waterless  marches  to  the 
Ciunping-gnaiud  at  the  south-east  corner  of  the  lake.  On 
eaeh  of  tlie  alKive-uamed  routes  the  Sidt-|iarties  have  to  carry 
with  thum  most  of  the  water  tlu'y  reipiinj.  Arrivetl  at  the 
lakes,  {]\v  Tfkkt's  ol»tain  their  water  prrilwhly  fr»>m  Agar- 
cliashnia  or  Kungruali ;  while  the  Saniks  either  bring  it  with 
them  or  o1)tain  it  from  Ak-raKit,  14  miles  to  the  south  of 
the  eastern  lake.  It  can  thercf«>re  lie  understood  why  tliu 
]i*ussians  occupied  that  )>lace  with  one  of  those  out|iosts  with 
which  they  forcibly  demarcated  in  February  last  the  frontier 
as  it  shrmld  l>e  according  to  their  ideas.  Hut  the  ]iosse9siciii 
of  Ak-rabat,  irresi>ective  of  its  im|)ortant  bearing  on  the 
working  of  the  salt-lakes,  gives  tlie  Hussians  that  f«)othold  on 
the  fertile  plains  and  downs  of  southern  Ikidkis  which  will 
infallibly  constitute  a  seri'»;is  menace  to  the  security  of  Afglum 
rule  there.  The  Russians  will,  nf  course,  lie  nu>re  than  ^^> 
luctant  to  loose  their  grip  on  Ak-raljat.  It  will  be  a  groat 
error  to  allow  them  to  retnin  it. 
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JV«4<lc«  the  tlinw  iiuiiii  nmtt*^  iiietitioiu*«l  nUive,  iliore  it 
•l<io  A  clin'Y'i  route  frnm  Mnniclink  lliroii^li  Knlali-i-iiiAur,  on 
the  Khuilik,  joining  the  rniij«lch  route  iii  I>iixAii-ya|»iti,  two 
Ma«^  fn«ii  tin*  enstem  Like.  Another  nnite  niii.^  iliretl  from 
I  lie  afHtth-eaftt  comer  of  tlie  Mine  Uke  throii;;h  NHin  to 
C1uimjiii-i-beil,  on  the  Khu<ihk,  by  which  tlie  Jaiiishiflii  of 
Khn%lik  an«l  the  IIiuamA  <»f  KAlnli-i-nnn  tibtnin  their  Mi|»|»ly  fif 
mU  throa;Hi  (he  a^'iicy  of  tlie  Snnikiw  A  thirtl  route  in  tliAt 
u«e«l  1*T  tin*  Snhin  <>f  Samkhn. 

Xortlicni  IVatlkifi  niitl  the  Niiiiakinr  were  e\|*lorr>il  ami 
ftqrteyeil  hy  (a|iCAius  Maitlan<l  nti«l  Vate  in  Kelmiary 
Um.  Uii  at  that  tinie  the  iuien*KtA  of  the  <  •ovemnieitt  were 
iln*iiM*«l  to  (IcmaiKl  that  n«i  iiifoniiatiou  that  y^M  oUaiiail 
»)Mi«ihl  l«  inatk*  iKihlic.  Kor  thin  rca^iou,  much  tliat  wa« 
«lotie,  fir  lMippc*tie<l.  in  Kchninry  ami  Manh.  tlie  criticnl  era  in 
ilie  anmiU  nf  tlie  l*«4ninl«^<»t«>ii,  will  |mil«ihly  never  lie  )iiil>* 
Ii^Im^I  ;  ami  |H*Hia|M  the  fi*i*liii;:^  ami  o|>ini4*ii4  iIh*ii  pivxulent 
thr«>tt<^'lioat  tlie  Coninii<Mii«»n  will  never  hml  true  or  aileqttalo 
r\|ifv«At«in.  Aimiti;;  tlie  innny  re|tfvrt»  current  at  lliat  time 
tlM"ft*  n«>w  neemi  to  1«  ime  to  which  a  rt*rtain  c«miic«l  cliar* 
•4 trr  attaches  It  i«  mi*!  that  l«*wnnU  iIk*  iiit«hlk*  of  Kelifit- 
ary  a  l»iuuuan  <^uvr — a  (^»l<»iiel.  it  was  i^iitl— attemlevl  hy  a 
MamUnl-U-nrfr,  a  tniiM|«irr,  ami  a  Muall  Turk<«iujin  e«r«»rt, 
mt;:lit  have  Uvn  Bern  innkiii;*  tlM*ir  w.iy  ncn«^«  the  ilcnrrt 
clovn«  U-tneen  tlie  /ulhkar  Va%n  aim!  (1iJtiuAn-i-lv«L  At 
intmaU  thi«  |«rty  wiAikl  luill  on  t)i«*  l«>|i  t>f  mhhc  rlr%wlol 
nmlnlAl N*n.  A ihI  tlini  tht«  «*niivr,  with  tin*  ai<1  of  tlie  HamUinU 
U-arer  ami  tla*  tniniinifr.  w*hiM  |>rv«  litiiu  to  tlie  *lr«r4aie  wikU 
tliAt  llie  ('far  fif  all  tlic  l»u^*iA«  1ia«1  Ux<n  ):nir»ou*ly  |4rAaeil 
to  r\t<fiil  <»\«r  tlH*ni  tlie  A^^i«  of  hi«  »n«t*riiuty.  Tlin<s  it  U 
AAiil.  t%i  Ak-nil«ii,  Uliui.  Ac,  tU*  n*r%*tutifiy  i>f  AnnetAtititi  w«a 
ramnl  lAit  witii  m>  «4lM*r  witiie«Ni*«  tlian  tlie  liiMVrn*  aIaito 
ami  tlie  earth  U*li»w.  Ih«l  tU*  Tnrkoutan  c«r«<t  i-mii  fmtk 
pftvUiitation  with  cliei«r>  tlirvi<  tnmf«  three  f  History  ili«« 
m4  reUte,  PnMilJy  thi«  |HoiKx>r  of  l*n«M«n  a;2:rv«»iiin  fosmi 
•n  amlience  in  tlie  Alia|»e  of  wHue  pi|4n^  Cjtmm  in  tlie  gaHi 
of  a  Hantk  aliqihei^l  ami  li»«  M«4kil  fhck.  Al^mt  tlie  mum 
tiiar,  il  U  aaiil.  a  lU«aan  {wrty  rain*  ikwn  to  NIim,  wWf« 
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supplies  hncl  1)ccn  collected  for  the  Rriti.sh  C<>iiiiiiis8ioii  on  it;* 
inarch  to  Gulran,  and  expressed  a  desire  to  purchase  tlu^so 
supplies.  Tlie  precise  tenns  of  tlic  answer  joven  l»y  the 
Afghan  guartl  is  not  recorded,  Imt  it  was  a  decided  negative. 

Of  news  from  the  Russian  frontier  w^e  have  hut  little  nt>w. 
"Wlicn  at  Mashhad  six  weeks  aj^,  I  recollect  hearin;^  that  the 
liussian  general  at  Ashkaliad  was  in  the  liahit  of  marching  a 
portion  of  his  garrison  out  of  the  cantonment  one  day,  and  in 
again  in  a  din'orent  uniform  a  few  days  later.  I  hear  that 
this  edifying  farce  is  still  being  kept  up.  Is  it  to  impn*ss  the 
Central  Asiatic,  or  to  delude  liritish  8oun*es  of  information  ? 
Tiiere  are  some  800  Russians  still  oncam|>e<l  lietwcen  Kizil- 
tapa  and  Pul-i-khishti. 

Camp  Hixjac,  9tk  Jmue. 

Here  everything  seems  at  a  standstill  It  is  tnic  the 
Survey  and  Intelligence  departments  show  some  sign  a  of 
life;  hut  while  they  are  hurning  to  Ihj  oflf  to  Olieh  or  Ihiuhit- 
yar,  and  thence  to  exph»re  the  n»utes  over  the  Hindu  KusU 
to  Bamian  and  I^lkh  (now  that  I*us}»ia  threatens  tf>  clo^e  at 
any  time  tlie  roads  from  IIer.it  to  Maimena  |»aHsing  north  of 
tlic  Tirl»and-i-Turkistan,  these  nuites  become  of  the  highiMut 
im]Mn'tauce),  some  combination  of  untowanl  circunistamvs 
retains  them  in  enforced  inaction.  One  of  the  Survey  suli- 
ordinates  has  1»een  straight  to  OU'h  from  Herat,  and  another 
is  wfuking  his  way  thither  from  Ghorian  by  the  south  side 
of  Hural.  Captains  Maitland,  Tallmt,  and  Cirieslmch  have 
started  for  the  Davendar,  a  lofty  range  north  of  the  Hari 
Kud  Utween  Henit  and  01»eh.  J)r  Aitchison  has  transfrrre*! 
the  sphere  of  his  laUmrs  to  Turlmt-i-Shaikh  Jam.  Captain 
IVar<H»ke  starts  in  a  day  or  two  for  the  Ihi-Mhakh  ningi*,  an«l 
is  ho]»eful  that  he  may  \k*.  ]H'rmitlnl  to  pnNx*i*«l  tlien«x*  wailh 
of  llcral  to  Taiwarra  in  the  upjuT  watt'rs  of  the  Famh  l%ud. 
Tliis  country,  inhnbitiNl  by  the  Tainniris,  in  aliMolntely  un- 
known. Captains  ^faitland  and  TalUkt  are  not  without  ho|ics 
that  tlu'ir  travels  nuiy  1»e  extendt^l  from  the  iHivendar  to 
l>aulal-yar,  and  even  farther.  The  exphiration  of  tho  nmtes 
fr(»m  the  latter  place  to  Kabul  is  no  \vhh  imiNirtant  tluin  tlwt 
of  the  routes  to  Halkh.     We  have  Uhmi  ex|ieeting  to  uiovo 
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camp  fnr  wamo  days  |iatt;  two  or  tliivo  (lAjm  ajrn  it  wm 
mtttitlcd  to  mo\*e  towanb  (nioriati.  I  l^licvc  tlw  Iliiri  l%o«l 
is  M  jTct  acarcclx  fwliililo  for  lMi;;;«mi;o-iuiiiitalii.  Hie  eavulry, 
M  tbt  Mtp|4y  of  }:ruf  ima  nintiing  nlmrt,  iimrtlutl  11  milvs 
«|»-i4n«iii  titwunli  the  Anlawnn  Pass  five  clayt  n;:o.  Wo 
shall  ptr^lmlilj  ff41ow  tiKtu  directly.  Onr  |irolonp.*<l  »lay 
hm*«  aikI  tlio  liiiiiti«il  tfJK'n*  ih>w  f>|icti  for  tlie  f»|ii*nitioiit 
ti4  thr  Sunrcy  «ihI  nilirr  «li*|iArtiiM*tttii,  are  in  I  lie  iiiniii  due 
in  tlie  ttnccrtJiiiity  utill  felt  m  to  tlie  |<inHc  iMtie  of  tlio 
»i^4i«tioiui  U-tWi^m  Kii;H(iud  and  Himaia.  Ca|itAin  CSmv  is 
•till  at  Ma«liliail,  intent  npnu  fixing  with  icit*ntific  accnracy 
lit  |«ifiitkia  on  tlie  c*aith't  atirface.  He  lias  also  fnir%i*yinl  tlie 
ii«'t;Hil">«rlH»Ml  *4  Ma«lilia«l  l>r  Wdr  lias  startt**!  fn>in  tltat 
t«dtn  with  Mr  Finn,  liriiish  Consul  at  Keslit,  to  vi»it  tlie 
»f<tlirm  fmntivr  (if  IVrnia. 

Hw  MuMilla  is  (kiuiiK«d.  It  it  a  iiia^niificrnt  inliftce  «*f  the 
arrhitrrtural  i4yle  in  vcipic  in  IVrvia  fmir  ct*ntiirti*s  a;:u.  It 
wa*  l^iilt  t<*wartls  tlie  close  of  tlie  liftrt*nth  rt*ntury  l*y  Sidtan 
lIsMain  Mirta,  a  |nt*at*;n^<at-;:raiHlM>n  of  Tainiur  Laii;;.  Tlie 
|t4iiiih-r  lies  Isirinl  in  it.  It  is  ii«»w  sUmt  to  be  sachticed  to 
thr  nml  *4  rvtid««nn};  Ifrrat  di*fi*iisiMc. 

A  4mft94Hr  of  tlie  IntvUiprtice  l»rancli  wIh>  nrmin|ianir«l 
the  l«fty  uf  othn-rs  tliat  ivt^ntly  in^|«*cti^l  tin*  Ifcmt  futtili- 
rsiioiis,  rectipitiiMl  in  tliat  city  an  Arab  horse  a«  liavin;:  lie«'n 
ui  the  iwwcswino  of  tin*  latr  Sir  LAiiiii  (*ava;niari  at  iIk*  time 
of  his  asi««»inalif4i  at  KalmL  TIn*  own<*r  hini«*lf  aliio  ihI* 
Millnl  thai  it  had  Wlonpetl  to  Cavapiari. 


CAiir  mimr  Km  MiB«»%r,  \Hk  Jmm, 

An  l»flian  l«iper  has  jrravely  infonned  tlie  |HiMic  tluit 
ls|4aiii  •lrmiin}:s«  U.Ew,  liat  rtcmtly  dis(t»wrv«l  a  strip  (4 
aratiml  lefritocy  Iwlwven  iVrsia  ami  Af;:lianistan,  by  which 
an  af«iy-«ofpa  could  march  from  tlie  iV-rsiaa  Ctidf  litttiral  to 
llnml  wtthoiit  mterin;;  eitlirr  of  tlie  alHnve*naiiicd  ciHiiitri(*s. 
W1m«  we  were  in  Seistan  last  tVtuber,  Cokmrl  iCKlppway  liad 
aceasiiai  to  Make  soaie  i»c|uirirs  into  tlie  Umndary  fixed  bj 
Sir  K  CioM— wTs  arbittalino.  Moat  people  are  utNh<r  the 
thai  Ihsvs  at  least  the  fronliers  t4  IVrsia  and 
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Af;;liaiiiRtau  conjoin;  anil  ci*rtainly,  fnmi  all  1  miw  an«l  heanl 
in  Seistan,  such  would  seem  to  be  llie  ca«c.  CH)iUiin  Jonninpt, 
it  scums,  has  found  it  to  be  otherwise.  With  rej^anl  to  tlie 
IVrso-Ueluch  frontier,  I  was  under  the  ini])res8ioii  that  it  had 
been  survcyeil  and  approximately  lixe<l  by  Sir  K.  (toldsniid's 
assistants,  Captains  I/)vett  and  St  John.  From  Seistan  north- 
wanl  I  am  aware  that  the  frontier  is  but  va;^iely  defineiL 
The  fact  is,  that  the  "deliatable  zone'*  is,  like  that  whicli  luis 
of  Inte  all  but  cause<l  a  war  lietwi^en  Kn^land  and  Kussia, 
a  mere  "strip  of  desi^rt"  I  shall  be  jjlad  to  kmiw  how 
Ca])tnin  Jmnin*^  pro^Kises  to  march  an  nnny-coqus  throu«:h 
a  desert  200  miles  long.  Tliere  neither  water  nor  sujiplies 
are  to  be  found.  If  he  transgresses  the  limits  of  that  de.s4*rt 
track,  he  will  find  himself  either  in  Afghan  or  IVrsian  terri- 
tor}',  and  so  fails  to  fiUHl  the  n*puted  conditions  of  his  nniti*. 
]Most  })eo]ile  would  liave  U^en  dis]Mi6ed  to  doulit  whether  it 
were  jnissible  to  find  any  route,  even  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Perso-Afghan  frontier,  by  which  an  anny-coriis  could  nmrch 
from  tlie  Persian  (tulf  to  Herat  The  journals  above  quoted 
further  state  that  Captain  Jennings  arriveil  within  five 
marches  of  Herat.  Curious  we  never  heanl  even  a  nnnour 
of  his  pro])in(piity ! 

For  us  the  chief  interest  of  the  last  Knglish  mail  just 
arrived  centres  in  General  Komaroirs  further  and  detaiK*<l 
re|K>rt  (»n  the  afVair  of  ;>Oth  March.  This,  wc  are  told,  has 
l»een  published  in  cvtcnso,  tilling  seven  colunnis  of  tlie  'Othcial 
[Messenger'  of  12th  ]May.  As  all  the  British  oflioers  who  had 
a  ^KTSonal  share  in  the  events  of  that  i»ericMl  are  now  in  camp, 
it  may  Ikj  as  well,  seeing  that  the  (lovemment  has  not  puli- 
lished  the  re]X)rt  by  Captain  Vate  which  Mr  Coudio  Stephen 
carried  home  with  such  meritorious  exiXHliti<m,  to  state  Imiw 
far  their  version  of  the  aOair  agrees  witli  tliat  of  Ctenend 
Komaroir,  and  wliat  comments  they  have  to  make  tliereoiu 

General  KomarofT  states  at  the  outset  that  he  advancctl  to 
occupy  Dasli  Kepri  "pursuant  to  instructions.**  It  would 
therefore  a])iK*ar  that  the  Russian  Government  had  instructed 
him  to  occupy  that  place  in  force,  taking  advantage  of  the 
erroneous  report  credited  by  the  Hritish  Government  that 
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the  KivHiiin  oiii|iOf»U  Alrendj  lieM  LHiaIi  Kcpri.  In  oonnec* 
11^41  with  thU  fmrt,  however,  aoiiic  wonN  of  Koiiinroflrt  report 
BM*rit  «Uetiti«m.  He  myii:  "All  tlii«  while,  up  to  the  30th 
(XUrch].  not  one  of  our  out]wMtA  extemlctl  lieyoml  the  points 
hIivimIj  occu|iicd  bj  our  militia  in  fr«mt  of  Kizil-tnpa  on  the 
ITiIl"  In  this  sentence  wo  have  a  distinct  rcco^iition  l>y 
Kt«iuin»ir  ctf  the  exintencc  of  the  npvenient  of  17th,  or  mther 
lOch  Uarvh,  aihI  an  acknowle«lginent  that  the  Itussian  nut* 
I»«it4  at  tiiat  date  «li«l  n<*t  extiMid  beyuntl  Kixil-tA|ia.  An<l 
yet  he  lta«l  in^nictions  fn»ni  his  Ctovemnient,  in  tlcHance  of 
tin*  a'jnftufnl  f»f  IGth  March,  to  occupy  Dash  Kepri.  Ihit 
it  dul  nt4  iiuit  I  lie  Kussian  Uxtk  to  cake  it  hy  a  roup  i(f  mnin. 
St  lie  had  to  tlelay  from  tlie  23th  Co  the  'J9th  March,  until, 
in  ftliftrt.  Ik*  ftdt  Cliat  lie  cvndd  so  strain  atnl  ada|H  actual  facts 
a*  to  make  out  a  s|K*cious  rase  in  his  own  favour,  it  will 
ttatnmlly  Mrike  any  ivader  that,  for  a  ;^*iH*nil  advancing  with 
|««in*ly  |«iciftc  intenti<ms.  Kouian^n'  was  v«*ry  |«irticular  in 
rv^^icin«iitrin;;  and  a<icTrt;iiiini;:  the  wcakr^t  |M»int  of  tlie 
Af'Jian  |ii«iii«in.  He  states  plainly  that  the  Af;*han  left 
lUttk  was  "mtlier  weak.**  And  yrt  he  would  arpie  that  tlio 
Af;Hum4  werv  ih4  ju«tiHeil  in  stn*n;:tlK*nin*;  tlie  winik  point 
t4  llit^r  |«Miiioci  wlien  the  l%u«iiaii««  tlireatene«l  it  with  over* 
wliidmiin;  nniiiU*r«.  If  K**iiinn»(r  hail  k«*|>t  his  .'1000  Itussians 
at  Imaiii  lkil<i.  th«*n  tin*  Af;:hans  wiMild  lia\e  l«en  c«Hitente«l 
Iff*  Imltl  tlie  Wft  liank  of  the  Kliushk  n%  heretofore.  Uut  wIhmi 
Oil  altork  was  ck*arly  iniiitin«'nt«  tlK*y  windd  luive  ni*;:lecte«l 
I  heir  iluty  if  tliey  liad  n«it  taken  ever}'  step  cnlcuUtetl  to 
iMkr  ll«rfr  ttr«i«Cauee  a«  etiectnal  as  iwmtihie. 

1.  Krmtan>fr.  in  hi^  aci^mnt  of  Captain  Vate*s  hmt  int(*r\iew 
with  Ct4*iiiel  Znknliewidit.  iiay« :  **  TIk*  Kii::li%h  referred  to  tlie 
arranprtnrtit  U*twit^n  cIm*  lwotiovemiii«*nt«.  and  tlM*ir  «lilhcult 
|tfwflinit  in  tryin;;  tt»  |>rcM*r^v  tlie  siftus  ^»o  anioii;'  tlie  Sanik* 
ni  {"jui/leh  in  view  of  tlie  fUii};i*r  of  a  I»u«*KAf^lian  coHision." 
On  the  Itrituh  •'%iUe  die  convrnatiofi  i%  thus  n*|Mirtet| :  ra|4ain 
Vau  t«4«l  t'til^mel  /akrrlM*wski  tliat  tlM*rv  was  ihinpi*r  of  con* 
0ict  il  tin*  UnsAiaa  tniii|M  wure  alloweil  to  cotue  in  dirt*rt  cmi* 
tact  with  the  Af;HMUis,  ami  ho  a*ke«l  tlie  Kiisstans  to  OMtat  him 
b  i^tteniay  tlia  si^imi  f  ae  i^rmling  the  reaiilt  ol  Uie  oegQCi* 
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ations,  by  preventing;  direct  contact     Colonel  Zakrclicwski 
declined  to  promise  any  assistance  of  the  sort 

2.  KoiunrofT  says:  "Tlic  English  bcg^  for  a  warning  in 
case  a  collision  became  inevitable."  Hie  tmtii  is,  tliat  Colonel 
Znkrchewski  was  asked  whether  he  recognised  tlie  peaceable 
character  of  the  British  Commission,  and  whether  he  intended 
to  give  the  ofHcers  waniing  prior  to  attacking  the  Afglian^. 
Colonel  Zakrchewski  in  his  reply  denied  any  intention  of 
attacking  the  Afghans ;  but  while  acknowledging  the  jiosition 
of  the  British  oHicers  as  representatives  of  a  friendly  Power, 
said  that  for  military  reasons  waniing  of  an  intendoil  attack 
could  not  be  given  to  them.  He  affected  to  regard  the  Af- 
gimns  as  savages  with  whom  negotiation  was  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. Nor  would  he  admit  the  right  of  the  British  ofticers 
to  negotiate  on  their  behalf. 

3.  KoninrofT  says :  "  The  Afghans  continued  to  move  tlieir 
posts  forward  and  on  the  liussian  flank  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Khushk,  sending  out  daily  numbers  of  cavalr}'  and 
making  fortifications."  This  is  absolutely  untnte,  unless  the 
j>osting  of  Afghan  vedettes  ris-a-i'M  to  the  Bussinn  vetlettes 
and  pickets,  which  had  been  pusheil  forwanl  unnecessarily 
near  to  the  Afghan  jiosition,  and  the  construction  of  some 
shelter-trenches  by  the  Afghans  close  to  I*ul-i-khishti  (iHixli 
Kepri,  /imwiW).  can  be  iiiteriircted  into  acts  worthy  of  such 
exaggerated  term».  As  the  Afghan  veilettes  were  posted  ou 
the  25ih,  the  date  of  arrival  of  tlie  Bussian  force,  so  tliey  re- 
mained.   They  never  advanced  lieyond  the  line  then  taken  up. 

4.  Komarofl*  says  he  made  "a  reconnaissance  on  tlie 
2Gtli  with  five  jiffits  under  Captain  Brasslofr."  Tlie  Af- 
ghans state  that  some  Bussians  and  Turkomans  entered  tlie 
Afghan  trenches  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Murgliah,  and 
that  one  of  the  Bussians  pulled  the  beard  of  tlio  Afglian 
oHicor  in  command.  On  this,  as  on  other  occasions  of  similar 
provocation,  the  Afghans  showed  great  forlioaranco.  Tiiey 
escorted  the  aggressors  unbanned  liack  to  the  neighbourliood 
of  the  Bussian  camp. 

5.  General  KomarofT  calls  his  insulting  and  provoking  des- 
]Mitch  of  troops  along  the  left  bank  of  the  Khushk  and  right 

2  D 
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Ittak  of  iKe  Uurphab  on  tlie  27th.  a  "  reconDaiaMiioe "  and 
a  "  preomikm."  He  adds :  "  The  Af^'hans,  in  answer  to  this 
fwrcavtioii,  reinforced  their  posts  on  the  ri^^ht  bank  of  the 
Uitr):hab  bj  two  companies,  which  advancetl  to  within  800 
ranis  of  oor  company  and  onlercd  our  immediate  with- 
drawaL*  Tliis  is  a  distinct  misrepresentation.  When  tlie 
Xaib  Halar  taw  the  Russians  (one  Hiissinn  company  =  200 
to  250  men)  advancing:  alonj;  the  right  bank  of  the  Murghab, 
lie  sent  thrre  companies  acmns  the  river  to  nrinforoe  the  de- 
Uchuent  intrenclied  there.  When  the  ICusstans  came  near 
Che  Af{;lian  intreiichments,  tlic  Kaib  Salnr  himself  rode  for- 
wanl  and  Uirealrned  to  ofien  tire  t*n  thrni  if  they  did  not 
wiihilraw.  The  Hiissians  withdrew,  and  ncii  unnaturally  tlie 
Afirfians  rxulted  over  their  bloodless  victnry. 

6.  As  for  csfiturini;  a  Kiissian  intcr|in*tcr  and  detaining 
of  KomanvfTs  messengrrs.  nothing  u  known  alioiit  it,  and 

b  trumprd-up  cliarges  are  unworthy  of  attention.  Tliey 
are  pmbably  misrepresentations.  If  KomnrnfTs  Turkoman 
tnterpfrier  ha«l  not  l«rn  nearer  the  Afgluin  lines  than  lie 
ahoubl  hare  been,  lie  would  not  have  given  the  Afghans  a 
rhance  of  arresting  him.  He  was  probably  luinging  about  the 
Afghan  lines  for  no  lionest  piqvMe. 

7.  KomarolT  sa3rs :  **  AliklianofT  cnlereil  into  friendly  con- 
TTftatinii  with  the  commander  of  the  Afghan  left  fUnk,"  Arc. 
Whett  (•eneral  (•haus-utl-4lin  Khan,  the  Afghan  commamk*r 
rrirrrrd  to,  heard  tliat  (Vdotiel  Alikluinoff.  with  a  UHly  of 
TarkoMaa  borne,  had  ridden  tbnmgh  the  Afglian  line  of 
wtleUca  ami  gone  away  up  tlie  valley  «>f  tlie  Klmslik,  lie  at 

nfflrmi  out  one  or  two  sipuidnins  of  Kabuli  horse  and 
i  in  pursnit  of  hint.  When  lie  overtook  him,  he  foaod 
luM  pcvparing  to  drink  tea.  (leneral  (Uiaus-ud-din  used  no 
Uii  he  declined  his  invitatii^i  to  drink  tea,  and  the 
ol  bk  codvaiiatioii  was  from  all  accounts  the  rtrj  re- 
of  fricsdly.  In  fac(«  as  General  Komamff  for  ooca  in  a 
way  aeevralely  sUtea,  "  be  rtquestetl  Cokioel  AlikhanolT  to 
wilkdimw  aader  tbrrat  ol  asing  arms."  Constdaring  thai 
bad  grossly  insttlied  Ghaoa-ad-din  on  the  occa* 
allMa  ini  Yiaii  to  INdi-khiahU  Usi  Novambar,  ti  was 
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most  improbable  that  the  latter  would  engage  in  "fricmllj 
conversation"  with  him,  far  less  let  him  ride  with  him 
"nearly  to  Dash  Kepri" — ix,,  to  the  left  of  the  Afghan 
position.  There  is  barely  one  grain  of  truth  in  the  whole 
of  this  statement,  to  which  General  KomarofT  has  appended 
his  name. 

8.  KomarofT  states  that  the  Afghans  tumctl  both  flanks  of 
the  Russian  position.  Tliis  is  a  mere  exaggerative  pcr^'crsion 
of  the  truth.  After  the  hostile  demonstrations  made  by 
the  Russians  on  the  27th,  the  Afghans  placed  a  post  of 
observation  of  some  15  men  on  the  high  ground  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Murghab,  to  gi%'e  timely  warning  of  any 
repetition  of  such  manoeuvres.  Does  KomarofT  call  this 
outflanking  his  bivouac  ?  As  for  his  right  flank,  no  Afghan 
ever  went  near  it  or  in  ai!V  way  threatened  it.  Tlierc  was 
no  question  of  outflanking,  nor  indeed  had  the  Afglians 
the  faintest  notion  of  atUcking  the  lUissians,  as  KomarofT 
says  or  implies  they  had.  Tliey  knew  they  would  luive 
(|uite  enough  to  do  to  hold  their  own  when  attacke<l.  In* 
(Iced  on  thi.s  {toint  KomarofT  can  lie  confutctl  out  of  his 
own  words.  He  quotes  and  thereby  gives  his  sanction  to 
Colonel  Zakrchewski's  alleged  statement  to  Captain  Yate 
that,  "  if  necessary,  the  Russians  could  annihilate  the  Afghans 
in  a  quarter  of  an  hour."  With  reganl  to  the  ]iositit»n  of 
tlic  Afglinn  troops  on  and  after  the  2Gth  there  can  lie  no 
doubt,  as  all  tlie  llritish  otlicers  are  witnesses  to  the  fact  that 
they  in  no  way  threatened  the  security  of  the  Russian  iN«i- 
tion.  As  for  any  interchange  of  ctiurtesies  that  may  have 
passed  1>etwccn  tlie  Russian  and  Afghan  ve<lettes  and  out- 
posts, which  were  but  a  few  yanls  apart,  of  these  the  liritisli 
ofticers  cannot  be  cognisant.  Nor  can  they  lie  regnnlecl  as  a 
suflicicnt  reason  for  precipitating  a  collision.  If  the  Russians 
had  pushed  their  veilettes  less  far  forwani,  an  intercliange 
of  compliments  would  have  been  impossible.    KomarofT  has 

.exaggerated  these  cliance  remarks  into  "  insulting  messages.* 

9.  We  now  come  to  what  a))pears  to  have  been  the  real 
motive  that  finally  decided  General  KomarofT  to  bring  matteis 
to  a  crisis.     He  says:  "Observing  tlie  ferment  and  even 
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fthMiniitinii  of  reiiprct  among  tlie  Turkonum  khans,  ekler», 

and  milHta,  I  cletcnninoil  that  it  was  necessarj*  to  put  an  eml 

to  tkn  fitate  of  aflairs."    Tliis  ailmission  entirely  corrolioratcs 

the  rrports  leceiveil   from  tlie  nrittsh  oftircrs  at   Pnnjdeli 

al«Mit  the  dinaileciion  rife  at  thi^  time  amonj*  the  Tokkes  of 

Men*  ainl  tlie  Saniks  of  Vulntan.     It  is  bclieve<l  tlmt  Koiii- 

aft4r.  wlien  lie  ailvancetl  on  Tanjikrh.  left  scarrely  a  Huwian 

atikUer  in  Menr  and  Yulatan.    Seeminfjijr  ho  did  not  dare  to 

a|4it  ttp  hi^  force.    In  fnct  the  enterprise  that  he  was  en* 

Piffp*\  ttpon  was  a  most  linznnlous  one.     It  was  a  question  of 

Tictfl«]r  or  a  very  serious  tliiiii«li*r.    For  if  mere  seeniinfj  liesi- 

tMi¥m  on  the  part  of  the  Htimian  ;:enerml  suftici*d  to  incite  tlie 

Trkket  and  Suniks  to  diiuiuutiiHi  of  rcs|icct,  wliat  would  lia\*e 

lvt*n  tlie  result  of  a  repnifie.  or  even  of  a  retreat  without 

ii:Hitin;:  f     It  may  have  U«t*n  tlmt  KfHiiarolT  at  ftr^t  diil  not 

tntrtnl  to  n*ft*irt   to  ann«.  tniMinj;  to  a  n^in;;  auHmf;  Uie 

Saruk<  of  IVinj^loh  to  p\f  him  a  pn*toxt  for  iUrvci  interffr* 

ffwce,  or  to  olili;:e  tin*  Af):lians  and  the  Ilritisli  ofHcers  to 

rctixt.    lUit  wlicn  la*  fmiiiil  tiN*  latter  firm  and  unyiehlin;;, 

and  tlie  Samk«i,  so  far  fnmi  iiyin|iatliisinK  with  him.  actimlly 

hei^acitts  tlie  ltrili«h  oOict*rs  to  Iw  nllnwnl  to  tnke  tlie  ficM 

a;:ain«t  the  iSuMian^  and  to  m»wn  nil  llint,  th«*  t.'iar'^  Turko- 

Man  Mil«iixi4  were  l«*coiiiin^  o)«*nly  di)«ifrc(*tcd  au^l  diMe* 

•Ivciful.  he  wa%  oMiimI  t»  n*«irt  nt  once  t«*  extivnie  mca^rv**. 

It  I*  iM|tfw0il«|tf  mit  tu  a«lmire  I  Ik*  |»romptilti<lc  and  reaidutioii 

with  whii'h  fit*nerml  K<HiiaMir  aoteil  in  a  |Mwitioii  of  eonstik*r» 

aUe  flanp-r.    Tliere  is  no  ikiuU  lliat,  sittwtcnl  as  Imb  was,  |m» 

had  no  cli>4r«*  Imt  to  i^ii  alwtid  witliout  4U*lay  awl  rvpirdte«M 

of  that  |«f«-<«-rvation  iif  «li«niit  ap|camnce«  which  tlie  Kusstan 

^Mitrmnirfit  wouM  haw  )>n*f«*rTe*l    Hie  KUime,  however,  lies 

with  hiM«rlf  antl  with  tlie  ti«>v«*miiirnt  that  instnicicil  him 

tm  advance.     Ilaal  lie  mi|«ctvd  tlio  airrrvmeiit  of  10th  Uarrh, 

and  mnainnl  encmm|«t|  at  Merv  or  even  al  Imam  llalia.  In* 

w«nU  »nc  havv  fnuml  himself  ol»li;;eil  to  force  on  a  oolliAifni. 

TW  ttafinsiUlity  rvas  with  tlio  man  wlio.  after  the  ctmclu* 

SM  of  tW  agnBcnimt  in  f|iicitiiiu,  maile  tlie  Urst  forwani 

masne.      Otnsral   Konmrtiir  deliberately   and    aeemin|;ly  of 

aaUet  |<i  punas  htonglit  his  troops  face  to  face  with  tha 
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Afghans.  After  8uch  a  move  as  tliat,  any  subsequent  move- 
nieiits,  whether  on  the  Afghan  or  Russian  si«le,  fade  into 
insigniHcance. 

10.  Kouiaroif  says:  "I  still  hoped  for  a  peaceful^ agree- 
ineiit,  and  sent  Colonel  Zakrchewski  to  make  an  ap]x>int- 
iiiunt  with  the  £n^lish  officers,  adnsing  the  Afgluin  chiefs 
to  be  present."  Tliis  second  meeting  took  place  solely  at 
the  instance  and  request  of  Captain  Yate,  who,  after  the  un- 
accountable behaviour  of  the  Russians  on  the  27tli,  wrote 
on  the  28th  and  proposed  an  interview.  Tlie  Russian  ulti- 
matum to  the  Naib  Salar  was  received  early  on  the  morning 
of  the  29th,  whereas  Colonel  Zakrchewski's  letter  accepting 
the  ])roposnl  for  nn  interview  was  nc»t  received  till  later.  It 
is  now  clear  that  General  KomaroH*  had  no  desire  or  intention 
of  tr}'ing  to  nrmn<{c  matters  otherwise  than  by  force  of  armn. 
During  the  first  interview  of  the  26th  Man*li  the  Russian 
nDicers  are  said  to  have  ad%'ancetl  claims  that  could  not  for 
nn  instant  lie  entertained,  and  during  the  second  interview 
of  the  20th  they  adopted  a  tone  that  left  little  opening  for 
j»enrc«ful  arran;;enient. 

11.  As  for  Koniarotrs  assertion  that  the  Russian  ]iickets 
luid  patrolled  down  to  the  Dash  Kepri  bridge  on  the  17th 
^(arch,  even  if  it  were  tnic,  it  funiishes  no  pretext  for 
tuniin;^  out  the  Afghnns,  who  had  previously  occupie«l 
tlic  left  l)ank  of  the  Khushk  with  a  detachment  Rut 
Kuinaroff  previously  stateil :  "  Up  to  the  .SOth  not  one  of  our 
omjHisls  extended  l»cyon<l  the  points  already  occupied  by 
our  militia  in  front  of  Ki/.il-ta]»a  on  the  ITth.**  His  state* 
ments  contradict  each  other.  KomarofF  might  also  lia%*e 
})leadcd  that  on  tlic  20th  February  a  Russian  officer  under 
Afghnn  escort  had  advanced  as  far  as  the  iHish  Kepri  bridge 
and  counted  the  archrn, 

12.  Koman)fr  says:  *' Still  wishing  to  arrange  matters 
jienceably,  I  wrote  a  private  note  to  Naib  Salar."  To  tlic 
best  of  my  knowledge — i.r.,  not  having  seen  the  letter  my* 
^*lf — (;eneral  KomarofTs  "private  note**  was  coudicil  in 
threatening  and  peri*mptory  language.  It  oflerod  no  oonces* 
sions  on  the  Russian  side,  and  demanded  concessioiis  such  as 
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iMltlicr  the  Uritinh  nm  Afghan  ofKeert,  cotmiiilciitlj  with  the 
■^y^uietit  of  17th  March,  couhl  for  a  moment  oonaent  ta 

}X  KomarofT  e^imatcs  Uie  Afj*hana  at  4000  niron};.  The 
A^^haa  force  all  toM.  rcpilara  ami  irregnlan,  ditl  not  numlior 
5000  men.  and  of  these  barely  1200  (all  Afghans)  were  en* 
IMeil.  The  irregiilars,  numliuring  some  1200,  were  mit  relieil 
ott  for  rcfttnUng  a  Husaian  attack. 

14.  Tliere  seems  no  ground  for  KomaroflTs  assertion  that  tlie 
Afghans  ex|iected  to  be  attacked  In  rear  by  the  Saniks.  The 
latter,  at  any  rate,  altliough  thej  flocked  to  the  scene  of  the 
conflict,  nerer  attcm|ited  to  molest  the  retreating  Afglians. 
MtmC  €4  the  headmen  of  tlie  Saruks  remained  in  the  Hritisli 
camp  daring  the  fight 

15.  Komaroir  ssys:  "  I  wax  resolved  not  to  begin  the  at* 
tack."  lHHto  l«^ns  an  attack  ?  Is  it  he  who  ad\*ancvs  his 
tnm|«  t^i  within  r>00  yanU  c»f  an  enemy's  positi«in.  ami  tlieiv 
awiitt^  the  com|ileti<m  of  his  arrangements  for  the  attack  |)rior 
to  a  farther  advance ;  or  is  it  tite  enemy  who  remains  quietly 
fai  his  position,  ami  n\m*nM  fire  only  when  the  intention  to  pusli 
tlir  attack  Imme  is  mi  longrr  d<»uUfiil  f 

IC  In  acknowledging  the  recei|it  of  two  letten  frotn  Captain 
Yatr,  (ienrral  KomamfT  mit  unnaturally  omits  to  mention 
that  I'ohitiel  Alikluinolf,  as  soon  as  tlie  tight  was  over,  rnterol 
llie  Afglian  camp  ami  assutnetl  tlie  functiotis  of  (•o%*cmor  of 
iVuijilrh.  iMOeil  fr|icatetl  ofikrs  to  his  newly  scquirpil  subjcrtii 
to  attack  the  Hntimh  camp,  ami  even  went  to  far  as  to  offer 
rrwsr%ls  hw  tlietr  hemU.  Nor  does  (^etieral  Komaroflf  allude 
to  his  own  generous  courtesy  in  semling  (*sptain  Yate  a  pair 
of  CHVctal  Uhaus-ud-din's  lioots  with  his  compliments.  As 
hr  any  assistance  sent  to  Captain  Vate  l>y  Komaroir,  its 
arrival  was  too  tanly  to  be  of  the  slightest  use;  and  the 
Mamks.  had  they  been  mimled  to  break  at  tlie  inatigataon  of 
Ahkhanpy  tW  ties  of  honour  and  hospitality,  might  have 
mnidered  tW  Itritish  olBcen  fifty  times  ovsr.  Tlie  hutt-r 
Ml  iHugdeh,  not,  as  Komaioff  asserts,  summndeil  by  Dengal 
cavrnby  aad  Afghan  fugitive*,  but  escorted  by  tlw  two  most 

of  l^a^ideh.  10  sowars  o|  tha  11th  llengal 
ipanied  by  two  wounded  Afghans.    Tlie 
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only  sign  of  General  Komaroffs  assistance  was  tlie  appear- 
ance of  a  strange  Turkoman  or  two  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
ennip  just  after  it  was  evacuated. 

17.  Konmroff  then  goes  on  to  state  that  the  Hritish  ofti- 
cers  dircctcil  the  Saniks  to  furnish  1000  men,  &c  Tliis 
infonnation  he  obtained  from  wounded  Afghans.  Now  the 
Afghan  camp  was  five  miles  from  I\injdeh,  and  the  inter- 
course between  the  Afghan  troo^is  and  the  Saniks  was  ver}* 
liniitcd;  therefore  Afghan  evidence  is  untrustworthy.  Tlie 
truth  is,  that  the  Saniks  repeatedly  made  tlie  British  oflicers 
oilers  of  assistance,  but  all  such  oflers  were  systematically 
declined.  Tlie  Saruks  were  invariably  directed  to  reiiuiin 
strictly  neutral. 

18.  "  On  April  7tli,  General  KomarofT  wrote  to  Kaib  Salar 
that  he  had  no  further  animosity  against  tlie  Afghans.**  We 
must  strive  to  value  at  its  proper  worth  this  proof  of  a  for- 
giving spirit  on  the  imrt  of  the  victorious  Russian.  Victory 
makes  us  wondrous  kind.  I  regret  to  say  that  the  Afghans 
in  no  way  reciprocate  General  KomarofTs  amiable  sentiments. 

The  mast  noticeable  iHiint  in  General  KomarofTs  report  is 
his  admission  of  the  disaflcction  rife  among  the  Turkonuins 
under  Kussian  rule.  It  proves  how  very  tnie  were  the  re- 
IxjTis  tliat  reached  the  Commission  in  February  and  Mardi 
alx)ut  the  anti-KusHiun  fc*eling  prevalent  in  Central  Asia,  I 
liiive  heard  tluit  tliis  feeling. found  expresHiou  not  merely  in 
words  and  rumours,  but  in  black  and  white.  We  understand 
now  why  the  Kussian  Govcniment  were  apprehensive  of  the 
size  of  the  ]>ritish  Commission.  If  30  British  ofticcrs  and  500 
native  soldiers  can  light  the  spark  of  revolution,  wliat  would 
tlie  presence  of  an  army  coq)s  not  do  ?  An  insurrection  in 
Central  Asia  would  be  a  strong  weapon  in  the  hands  of  tlie 
liritish  Govenimeiit.  It  is  a  weapon  that  the  present  Gov- 
ernment has  seen  tit  not  to  use.  It  could  not  act  in  oniaon 
witli  a  policy  that  is  bent  on  defending  India  on  its  own  fron- 
tier. Nothing  short  of  a  British  occupation  of  Herat  coakl 
ensure  to  England  the  co-operation  of  Persia  and  Centxal 
Asia,  and  perhaps,  too,  of  Afghanistan. 
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CHAPTER    XII. 

KCBCLTl  or  Till  COMMtSSlOX. 

To  §Mom  the  Commitaioii  furtlicr  cm  iU  inarch  to  the  Humiv 
Xt^li^n  fmntier,  or  to  reeapituUite  iU  iioiii);t  up  to  tlic  lOth 
JttM;  oQ  which  «Uite  I  left  it  to  return  to  Imluk,  in  unnecct- 
mry.  Nor  do  1  iutend  to  recount  itn  hurtorj  after  tlial  lUte. 
I  have  that  for  tlie  [lens  of  eyewitneaica.  I  will  firmt  sum  up 
Wirij  what  the  lal«Nin  i4  the  Coinmiaaion  have  atklctl  to  tlie 
aciettic  an*!  military  knowleilge  of  ilie  trarta  it  luu  viaiteil, 
Mwl  then  I  will  entleavour  to  aliow  how  the  eventa  in  which 
llie  CoMmiaaton  hat  Uvme  auch  a  {ifoniinent  part  have  in- 
fMttcrd  the  Central  Adian  qneation. 

Hcience,  aa  re|irraente«l  with  the  Af;;lian  Dounclary  CVmt- 
mummm^  may  lie  «li%-i<lc«l  into  two  hranchea — the  military  ami 
the  pveiy  artrntiAc;  ami  each  of  its  iiection*  had  a  hearini* 
9m  both  thetr  Itrandiea  in  a  in^rater  ur  leaa  ile^^rvv  For  in« 
iUara.  in  the  lntelli|;ence  ilepartment  the  military  hranrh 
eielnaively  pmiominateii.  The  Uboun  of  the  Surrey  aie  of 
the  hi|:hrai  impoftanre,  lioth  fiir  miliur}*  pttrpiMea  and  for 
the  ndvnnrenient  of  i^enpvpliical  kwtwledge.  Geoki^y  ami 
hamny  nmy  tern  at  tlie  firai  i^lanca  to  ha\'e  a  solely  tcieatilic 
ialereal ;  Imt  in  ao  far  aa  they  deal  with  tlie  mineral  and  a;:ri- 
cwkniml  twioorraa  of  a  oountrr.  and  efjo  with  tlie  induatnal 
ffwincta    aot  to  mention  that  the  gaoinpcal  f«imiation  of  a 

hna  an  important  hearing  on  the  oondnct  of  military 
eqwcaally   emflneering   oprratioaa,  therein  —  to 

ami  hamny  alao  have  their  ndne  fur  military  emla. 
¥Biwnl  kialafj  aari  aitlwokgy  ara  two  additioaa^  Itanefaaa 
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of  science  that  were  not  uncultivated  by  certain  members  of 
the  Commission. 

To  begin  with  tlie  Intelligence  dep«artment,  it  was  repre- 
sented by  Captain  Maitland,  of  the  Bomliay  Staff  Corps,  and 
Captain  Peocockc,  II.E.  Their  first  work  was  to  explore  the 
routes  between  Xushki  and  the  HelmumL  These  routes  are 
of  great  strategical  importance^ — insonuich  as  a  branch  railway 
can  be  nm,  without  any  great  ditliculty,  from  the  Kandaliar 
line  across  the  Ikluch  desert  to  the  Helmuntl  and  Seistan. 
Throughout  the  march  of  the  Commission  to  Kuhsan.  Imtli 
officers  were  diligently  engaged  in  collecting  all  infonuatiou 
})ossiblo  of  military  im]X)rt  about  the  country  traversed. 
During  tlie  winter  of  1884-85  they  explored  most  of  the  routes 
in  ]»a(lkis,  and  the  countr}'  from  Manichak  on  the  Murgluib, 
to  Kilif  on  the  Oxus,  including  the  khanates  of  Maimeua, 
Andkhui,  Akcha,  and  Shibargan.  When,  in  the  summer  and 
autumn  of  1885,  explorations  were  n*commencod,  Captain 
Maitland  travelled  from  Herat  through  (Jbeh  and  Ihiulat-yar 
to  Hamiau,  thence  through  the  diHicult  passes  of  the  Hindu 
Kush  to  Halkh,  and  liack  vid  Maimcna  to  rejoin  the  Commission 
at  Chahar  Shnmba  in  Januar}'.  He  was  accompanied  through* 
out  by  Caj^tain  Hon.  M.  G.  Talbot.  An  accurate  survey 
and  knowledge  of  these  routes  cannot  be  valueil  too  highly. 
Captain  Teacockc,  in  the  meantime,  was  busily  engaged  iu 
superintending  the  improvement  of  the  defences  of  Hemt; 
and  on  the  completion  of  that  duty,  was  employed  through- 
out the  winter  of  1885-86,  and  spring  of  1886,  in  assisting  to 
make  tlie  sur^'cys  neccssar}'  for  the  demarcation  of  the  fnm- 
ticr  from  the  Hari  Kud  to  the  Oxus.  To  give  a  brief  estimate 
of  the  work  thai  lias  lu'cn  ilone  by  the  oflicers  of  the  Intelli- 
gence branch  with  tlic  Commissicm,  we  may  say  tliat  they 
have  acquired  an  intimate  knowledge  on  all  ]»oints  of  military 
interest  of  the  greater  part  of  western  and  northern  Afglian- 
istan.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  Commission  will  complete 
its  demarcation  lal>ours  during  the  course  of  the  current  sum- 
mer, and  will  then  return  to  India,  part  rid  Kabul  and  tlie 
Khaibar  Pass,  and  part  rid  the  Oxus  and  Kashmir.  An  oflicer 
of  the  Intelligence  bmnch  will  doubtless  accompany  each 


4SC  IKOLAITD  AMD   EC8S1A. 

|Mi1^,  mmI  an  impoffUni  extension  of  our  niilitarj  know* 
ledge  of  AfishanitUui  will  lie  the  result  We  should  also  beer 
in  Bund  the  Irevels  of  Mr  Key  Bias  from  Yarkend  across 
the  IVimir  to  join  the  CommuMton  at  Clialiar  Shamlia,  and 
the  expeilition  of  Colonel  Lnckhait  to  Clutral  Ka6ristan, 
IlsiUtslan.  and  Badakshan  —  both  of  which  are  intimately 
eonnectcd  with  the  nioreroents  of  tlie  Af^^lian  IWrnncUry 
Cooinussion. 

The  work  of  ilie  Survey  department  iucludetl  almost  all 
western  ami  nortliem  Af;:hanistan.  Ilut  in  atldition  to  tliat, 
C*A|4ain<  f  Mirv  ami  Tallmt  sur\'eyotl  KlK>nisan  ea^t  and  south* 
rmni  of  MasldiatL  All  tin*  thrve  oAiccm  of  the  Survey  de- 
famment — Mi^ir  I{ol«lic*h.  Ca|itain  Goiv,  ami  Ca|itAin  Hon. 
yL  if.  Tallmt — heinn  Itnyal  Kngineer  ofticcm,  wero  members 
*4  the  onmmittee  tliat  rr|Hirteil  un  tite  ilefences  «»f  Hemt  ami 
the  Mrasnrvs  necmi<ary  to  |4ace  tlH*m  in  a  satisfactory  con* 
dtttnii.  Ca|itains  Msitlanil  ami  I\*acocke  also  fonnetl  |MUt  of 
this  mmmittct*.  Tht*  surveys  ref|uired  fnr  tlie  fnmtier  de* 
msfauifin  were  all  exocuteil  by  the  three  fiAicers  almve  men* 
tii«t«l  awl  their  sulMirtlinsU*s,  assinti^vl  by  Cs|itain  Peacocke ; 
ami  %ery  hanl  wnrk  it  was.  For  while  tlie  Kitsnians  couhl 
|4a  sr%en  mm|4ete  sur\*ey  |sirti«*s  into  tlie  fiekl  at  nnct*, 
lta>ir  Iic4ilich  was  sn  sliort-liamle«l  that  Ik*  ciMild  put  two 
er  thfftv  at  m«isi.  Kurtunaiely  the  llritish  sur%'ey<»rs  lunl 
nuNlf  I  he  nwMt  uf  tht*ir  ytwr*s  start ;  otlNTWtse  tliey  cmiUI 
Mnc  pmAiUy,  dnhn;;  the  |sut  wintt*r  (18^5*86),  lisve  kept 
|«re  with  tlie  KitsMsn  topn|^|i|iers.  Mt^  liohlich  ami  liis 
aMssiants  havis  siiU  im}«]ftant  work  beftife  tlM*m  «m  tlie 
nrtum  marrh  to  Imlia. 

IH  Akchtson,  the  naturalist  and  botanist  of  the  expeilition, 
has  taken  to  Kew  a  %-ery  valualde  cnHecticm  of  liotanioal 
sfs-cwnens  amassed  in  wcetem  and  northern  Af|;hanistan 
and  IVfiia.  iK  binK  lieast*,  ami  nrptilea,  too.  he  had  ool* 
lectod  nnyiy  nspdmens^  but  thrtr  thwtination  I  do  not  know. 
I  belirrs  that  he  will  |iultlisli  later  on  an  instmctive  work 
on  the  pfodnrts  and  ssannfacturvs  of  IVstsia  and  Afghanistan, 
MMlar  to  a  work  prtvionsly  published  by  him.  tinnsd  '  La* 
dnUiMrodncU' 
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Captain  Oricslxicirs  geological  survej's  of  western  ami 
northern  Afghanistan  and  eosteni  Khonutan  aro  of  great 
iniiK)rtance,  as  Ixiing  an  iniiwrtant  contrihution  towanU  Uie 
conn)letion  of  the  geological  8ur>-ej  of  the  terrestrial  glohe. 

Archieolugy  found  its  most  enci^*tic  representative  in  Cap- 
tain (le  I^es80t\  who,  among  other  discoveries,  opened  np  an 
extensive  series  of  ancient  cavenlwellings  in  the  vallejr  of 
the  Murghab  near  Panjdeh.  I  saw  near  Kalah-i-nau  similar 
cave-dwellings,  and  others  of  less  extent  and  less  easily  ac- 
cessible were  to  Ih3  seen  in  various  jxirts  of  the  valley  "f  the 
Murghab.  There  is  no  dcuibt  that  Iladkis,  and  the  chul 
lM*tween  the  Murghab  and  the  Oxus,  would  yicM  valuable 
results  to  the  excavator.  lUith  at  Gulran  and  Kolah-i-maur 
were  seon  the  distinct  traces  of  large  towns,  and  I  am  t«>1d 
similar  traces  are  to  1>e  seen  east  of  the  Murghab.^ 

After  this  brief  Hsnmi  of  the  work  of  the  scientific 
brunches,  I  think  I  sliould  say  a  few  wonls  of  the  lalMMirs 
of  the  otlicers  of  the  IVditical  de[iartnient  On  the  march 
from  liindli  to  Kuhsan,  they  seeme<l  to  put  their  hanils  to 
any  job  that  turnetl  up.  ^Vhen  the  Commission  sett1e«l  down 
at  Chahar  Shamba,  Mr  Merk  was  stmt  off  with  Cajitain  Tea* 
cocke  to  the  Oxus ;  wliile  early  in  Febniar}',  Ca])tain  Yate 
accompanied  Colonol  Kidgeway  to  Panjdeh,  and  subsccjuently 
surveyed  and  n'j)orttMl  on  a  c<uisiderab1e  jwrtion  of  Iladkis, 
including  tlie  Nimaksar  (salt-lakes).  He  then  returned  to 
Panjdeh,  and  was  present  there  as  the  British  representative 
when  Koninroir  forced  on  an  engagement  on  the  30th  March 
ldS5.  Meanwhile,  Cai>tain  (now  Miyor)  Ihirand,  during 
Colonel  Kidgeway's  alwence,  ttiok  charge  of  the  ]M^itical 
otHce.  Among  other  duties  allotted  to  the  political  otKcers 
was  the  prejiaration  of  re]X)rts  on  tlie  }Ia»iras,  Jamshidis, 
Tainniris,  Firuzkuhis,  Taimanis,  and  other  tribes  in  tlie 
Herat  district.  During  the  slack  period  that  followed  the 
30th  March,  the  political  othcers  were  detached  on  various 
trips.      liiter  <m  —  i.r.,  from  July  to  October  — wlien    tlie 


*  CaptAiiM  Dunuid  and  Tftlboi,  Dr  Owen,  and  oUi«r«,  anterMUd  Ihw irtm 
in  collecttng  old  cuina  and  oUier  antiques  that  w«r»  from  tluM  to  Mmm  \n\tm%jk\ 

fur  nale. 
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•tVH^piiniiii};  of  ilie  fortificitiotit  oi  Hermt  wiu  Uic  Uurning 
qvaitioa  ol  tlie  monicut,  a  poliitcnl  officer  wm  «lc*tailcd  to 
•eeooipAiijr  the  £a;^neer  oAioers  oo  their  vUiu  to  Hcmt,  «im1 
to  (vmish  ttich  rr}iorU  and  infomuuion  m  came  wtUiin  hit 
l^tmace.  Tliit  datjr  was  («eiienilljr  allotted  to  Captain  Yate. 
Abovi  the  tame  time,  Mr  I^Ivrk  visited  tlie  cfmntry  of  Um 
Tainuuiis  with  Ca|itain  Talliot — a  omuitry  iliat  pi*rlui|is  till 
thes  no  £iiro|ican,  nnlem  it  be  M.  Ferrter,  luid  travfrsiMl 
When  tlie  Zulfikar  difficulty  was  finally  aettK**!  an<l  tlie  Itiis- 
Man  ConmiMiifNi  onlen*«l  to  anaeinhle  at  Zulfikar.  Major  I>iir- 
Ami  was  nocninateil  Assistant  Coiiuiiissioncr.  Since  then,  buth 
Mir  J oAepli  Kitlj^eway  and  lie  liavc  liail  enough  to  dn  to  n^ist 
HuMiian  sclieiiMss  (if  encmachnicnt  and  inadminaiVili*  «lciiiaiids. 
At  tlie  very  time  wlien  tlie  (ViiuiiiiA^iaii  was  Ic^nving  India, 
M«  VaiuU'ry  thought  fit  to  |»iil»li«h  in  tlie  '  Xatioiial  l!evtew' 
a  series  t>f  article**  inteii«lc«l  t<>  doinoimtratc  the  futility  of  an 
attetupc  to  deniarrate  a  lSiuM«o.Af;:lian  frontier.  In  a  letter 
fmni  IbiU  Muncliah,  dalcil  19th  January  IHHo  (chap.  viL),  I 
eii<lmv«iunnl  to  eximse  tlie  fnlkcy  of  his  anniinenta;  but  tlie 
alr««}«est  pmof  of  tlieir  unsouiidtic^M  i%  tlie  fact  tliat  a  frontier 
has  Iven  tleuiarratcil  froiu  tin*  Hari  Hud  to  llie  Murgluih,  nnd 
is  in  |w«*cnM  of  bcin;*  S4*ttle<l  l^ctwtn'U  tlie  Mur^^Mih  ainl  llie 

llefofe  I  pass  on  to  a  n»ii«i<k*raii«m  of  tlie  prn>ent  [losi- 
lia«  of  Kii;:land  aiMl  Uiuwia  in  (Viitml  A«ia.  I  inu«t  say  a 
lew  words  of  the  itfditical  citiiduct  of  the  aflnin  of  the  Com- 
iMtwioci  while  Sir  iVCer  I^iiiiisikn  was  at  its  liea«l.  Tlierv  m 
MO  ik«iU  that  at  tlie  outirt  tlie  recofnioeiKlations  maile  liy 
^tr  Trtrr  Ijamsilen  to  Ijml  tirnnville  were  iKMiiid,  an<l  entiirly 
M  kcrf^n-^  with  tlie  i'kireiiih>n-<tortchakofr  a^^rrenient  i4 
1872.  Tliat  a;:TeeUM*nt  drrw  tlie  line  «»f  froiitic*r  niiighly 
tnmm  SarakiM  to  Khwaja  SaUr  tm  tlie  Oius.  C'€ii»«c«|uently 
tW  oerapatKia  o|  iNil-i*Khatiiu  liy  the  Hiissiaiis  was  a  delil»- 
cfal«  uifnugement  ol  that  a;:rectiient.  ami  Sir  V.  Ijiinailen 
was  prrfectly  ni;ht  in  atlvisin;*  tlie  Uuvemntent  to  drtnaml 
tW  wttlidfawal  of  the  Uoasian  outpost  at  rul-i-Klmtna  If 
tW  fwo^strinca  ol  the  Ilhttsli  (niveniiiiciit  was  oouclied  in 
faaUe  terms  aa  to  encoiirsge  a  curt  refusal  from  ih% 
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Russian  CSovcmmciit,  no  blame  can  accrue  to  her  Majentj's 
Ofumuissioner.  In  fact,  at  a  later  iK*rioil  Mr  Gladstone  8tatc«l 
in  the  House  of  Commons  that  the  demand  for  the  withdrawal 
of  Russian  troo])s  from  Tul-i-Khatun  had  "  virtually  lapse^l,** 
which  is  seemingly  a  diplomatic  eu])hemism  for  utter  failure. 
It  sconis  ])robable  that  Sir  Peter  I^imsden,  when  at  Sarakhs, 
got  some  clue  to  Colonel  AlikhanofTs  projected  attem|)t  on 
Panjdch  made  in  NovcmWr  1884.  Sir  Teter  Lumsden  left 
Sarnkhs  on  11th  November,  reache<l  Kuhsan  on  19th,  and  on 
24th  startc<l  for  Pnnjdeh.  News  of  Aliklianotrs  attem)>ted 
visit  to  Panjdeh  reached  mo  through  native  sources  at  the 
end  of  Novcm1)er,  and  was  then,  to  the  liest  of  my  knowledge, 
a  fortnight  ohl.  The  credit  of  thwarting  AliklmnofTs  attempt 
%vas  atlributiMl(sco  chap,  vi.,  letter  dated  Gth  lk'oemhcr)to  the 
Afghan  (Jcncral  Gliaus-ud -din.  In  view,  however,  of  the 
actual  occurrence  of  Huch  a  harefaccil  attempt,  which  wan  but 
the  forerunner  of  suUsequent  acts  of  aggression,  to  gain  pos- 
session of  an<»ther  ini]M>rtant  ]Kiint  south  of  the  line  that  had 
l>eeu  recognised  as  the  Kisis  for  negotiations,  Cienend  Ltinis* 
den's  prom])t  visit  to  Panjdoli  was  a  judicious  step.  Hut 
unfortunately  the  extreme  jealousy  of  the  Afghan  ofticials, 
which  unwisely  incited  them  t«»  inteqiOMi  liarriers  between 
the  r»ritish  Connuissioncrs  and  the  Saruks  of  Panjdeh,  mate- 
rially diminished  the  U'UcHcial  results  of  this  visit.  It  had 
from  the  first  l>cen  the  ambition  of  the  Amir's  agent,  Kaxi 
8aad-ud-din,  to  endeavour  to  <lemonstrate  to  the  Amir's  sub- 
jects of  ever}'  race  thai  the  n*jiresentatives  of  the  Rrilish 
(Jovernment  were  mere  pupjHJts  in  his  hands.  The  desire  of 
the  ]»ritish  (Government  to  R>frain  fn»m  wounding  the  Amir's 
susccjitibilities,  to  a  certain  extent  furtheretl  this  aim — but 
only  to  a  certain  extent ;  ft»r  when  afVairs  liccame  critical, 
pressure  was  brought  to  licar  on  the  Kazi  to  oblige  him  to 
suspend  his  obstructive  jnilicy.  For  instanci*,  when  Cohmel 
Kitlgeway  fcjund  that  the  elders  of  Panjdeh  wouM  not  visit 
him  (solely  fn»m  fear  of  the  Kazi,  who,  throughout  the  sojourn 
of  the  Commission  at  l>ala  Murghab,  had  done  his  utnitMit  to 
check  intercourse  1»etwecn  the  Commissioner  and  the  Soruka), 
he  rode  on  the  18th  February  30  miles  to  Kalah-i-maur,  aikI 
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obutncd  from  the  Kaxi  a  written  peimit  for  all  Hanika  to 
rini  the  llritith  camp  at  Panjileh  ad  libUmm, 

All  evidence  goes  to  prove  that  tlie  attitude  of  the  Hrituh 
iio%*miiDeni  in  connection  witli  the  demarcation  of  the  Af^^han 
I  frontier  wan  frtun  tlie  firat  weak  and  indecisive.  Tlie  lUisaian 
j  iHi^-rmnieni  aaaerted  tliat  it  liad  advocatrtl  tlie  pn'liminary 
•eftlrmrni  of  the  main  features  of  the  frontier  bjr  the  two 
C*al«nrts,  and  tite  incorrectness  of  this  nsseriion  Ims  never 
hem  |«o%'ed.  If  it  was  correct,  then  tlie  despatch  of  the 
Itrittsh  Commission,  before  n  clear  understanding  wsa  arrivrd 
mu  was  a  pQl|«ble  errtir,  and  pivo  the  Itussian  (tcivcmnu'iit  a 
hantllr  which  they  liave  nianipuUtetl  only  t«Mi  shly  for  tlieir 
own  advantage. 

It  now  remains  to  give  a  lidef  review  t>f  cIh;  ahemtions 
that  have  taken  pUce  in  the  relations  of  KnglniMl  nml  HuMiia 
in  Central  Asia  since  Xovemlier  \HS4,  when  tlie  Itritiidi  (Vnu* 
Mtssinn  reaclieil  Herat.  I  am  m^  g^in;:  to  diwuss  tlie  <iik«s- 
tioo  wlietlier  or  not  Kussia  liati  any  solid  grounds  f«>r  di»|Hit- 
tng  tlie  Afghan  claim  to  lUdkis  and  rnnjcleh.  I  am  myself 
limily  convinced  tliat  tlie  Afghan  claim  was  a  perfectly  legili- 
matr  one,  and  that  tlie  succt*ss  of  Kussia  is  due  to  tin*  mote 
«lrtrrmine«l  policy  and  able  diploiimcy  of  tlie  Cxar  and  liisi 
laintUrrm.  The  groun<U  for  tlie  Afglian  claim  arv  fully  de*| 
lailrd  in  tlie  lettt-m  now  rrpubliiilic«l.  Had  tlie  lirittiih  (tov^ 
enimeni  acrrptt^  in  1H82  iIk*  |in>|tfisal  of  I  lie  Kusatan  Covem- 
mutmt  tn  aascitil4e  a  joint  (  ommi«sion  f«*r  I  lie  ilnnjircaticni  of 
tW  ItttsaD- Afghan  frontier,  it  teems  highly  |«n«l«l»le  that  then, 
wbrn  Merv  IumI  not  yet  fallen  into  the  IuhmU  of  tlie  Hnasians, 
a  mi^9  advantageous  frontier  would  luive  licm  securetl  for  the 
lemtnfM  of  cmr  ally  the  Amir.  It  is  umlmtrmd  thni  di|4f>- 
■Milte  agents  defrnted  liy  tlie  Itrilish  and  Imlian  (fovemmenta 
to  stndy  the  sute  of  allairs  in  Central  Asia,  ailvnrai(*d  an  early 
aHtkisnt  of  the  frontier  qtieatioo ,  Imt  the  Cabinet  in  Down* 
im  hUmH  appears  to  have  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  tlietr  ad\ic«. 
lUwfver,  wliat  we  ha^^e  now  to  recknti  with  ta  the  actual  state 
ol  aSstffi.  Tn  Itnasia  has  been  coiK««led  tlie  line  of  frontier 
Wtween  tW  Han  Hnd  and  the  Murghab  whtch  I  have  already 
and  it  stima  peHcctly  cettain  that  tW  frontier  from 
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the  Murghnb  to  the  Oxus  wi11»  when  nettlcil,  Imider  on,  if  it 
(Iocs  not  Actunlly  encroach  upon,  the  iiastUTc- lands  of  the 
klianates  of  Mnimena  and  Andkhui,  and  the  fertile  tract  on 
the  left  bank  of  tlio  Oxus,  between  Khwaja  Salar  and  Kilif. 

Considcrinfi;  that  the  aim  and  end  of  British  diplomacy  ha<i 
— always,  of  course,  with  a  view  to  M\fe<i:uardin<;  India — been 
the  security  of  Herat  from  lUtssian  and  Persian  a^^ression, 
I  cannot  do  lietter  than  say  a  few  words  about  the  present 
condition  of  the  capital  of  the  western  Afghan  province.  At 
the  amfcrence  between  the  Viceroy  and  the  Amir  at  Kawal- 
pindi  in  March- April  1<S85,  it  was  decided  that  the  military 
protection  of  Herat  should  be  left  entirely  in  tlic  liands  of 
the  Afghans,  British  assistance  being  limited  for  the  time  to 
a  grant  of  money  for  the  improvement  of  the  fortifications 
and  the  supply  of  war  material,  C(»nsisting  of  breech-loading 
rifles,  guns,  ammunition.  Sec.  The  Engineer  officers  with  the 
Boundary  Commission  were  able  Xo  give  the  Afghans  valu- 
able advice  as  to  the  measures  necessary  to  render  Ht*nit 
capable  of  holding  out  for  some  time  against  modern  siege- 
operations,  and  they  also  suiKTviscd  the  exectition  of  the 
measures  they  reecimmen<lcd.  I  do  n(»t  intend  hero  to  enter 
into  any  details  alK>ut  the  f(»rtifications  of  Herat.  Suflice  it 
to  say  tliat  enough  has  Urn  done  to  secure  it  from  lieing 
carried  by  a  coup  dc  main.  The  duration  of  a  siege  of  Herat 
will  depen<l  on  many  contingencies — the  unity  of  the  defend- 
ers and  the  energy  and  ability  of  their  generals,  the  activity 
of  the  liesiegers,  the  attit\ide  of  the  surroumling  triU*8  ( i.r., 
whellier  actively  hostile  to  the  liesiegi'rs  or  passively  ncutnd), 
and  lastly,  on  the  ix^liey  of  Persia.  In  their  present  condition 
Herat  and  its  valley  are  not  of  the  value  ustmlly  accredited 
to  them.  The  neigh)  Kiurh(»o<l  of  Herat  is  now  to  a  great 
extent  denuded  of  inhabitants,  and  a  great  part  of  the  soil  of 
its  fertile  valley  lies  uncultivated.  It  has  Inxrn  t^stimatetl 
lately  that  the  pcqndation  of  Herat  city  does  not  now  cxceeil 
12,000 ;  and  of  tlie  entire  valley,  whicli  is  some  40  miles  long 
by  20  broad,  50,000.  To  suppose  that  the  Herat  N-alley  could, 
in  its  present  condition,  supiwrt  a  Russian  army  powerful 
enough  to  advance  to  attack  with  a  certainty  of  socoess  (for 
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|RttJ^%ui  omM  imc  an* ml  t«»  rt%k  defi«t\  the  aniijr  that  Iiidin 
twoitld  iiiAit  on  tha  Hi'lniiiiid,  or  soiiie  otlK*r  |iniiit  in  advance 
Jof  Kamlahar,  U  a  mi^lakc.  IVimilily  20,000  or  :U).000  men 
Vnilil  n«fw  Iw  nuppfirtod  on  tite  lYfoduoe  of  tlio  Ifermi  and 
lihnfian  ^-allfjra.  with  tho  a^iAUuioo  of  tlio  su|i|iliot  that 
vnnkl   In*   Urouj^lit   up  hj  tlic  tmiit-Ca^ptan  lUilway.     To 

(ittitWr  Hrrat  a  rmWy  \*aluaMc  bane,  wlienco  an  advance 
ran  1«  made  on  India,  it  nintt  \to  carefully  aduiini«tcrvd  hy 
Ka««ia  for  a  poml  many  ytiirw.  Tlie  |io|iulatioii  ntiut  bo 
iBcrraniHl  !>}'  inniii^n^tiim.  th«*  whole  \*alley  niu«t  Iw  irri^ttnl 
ami  tillnl,  and  tlie  tnule  and  numufactures  devclo|>i*tl.  It 
tnn^  lie  n-Mrm**!  to  nomclhin;;  nppmachin^  il4  pristine  nplen* 
d«wr;  an«l  |«>i^<»il»ly.  un«h*r  the  nitervtl  ctmditionn  of  nioilem 
A«ta  (llie  ftteanier.  ii«4  tlie  cnravnn,  iii  now  the  inetliuni  of  oun* 
ittefrr).  this  may  |>n»ve  ini|HMAihle.  A«  fur  an  tlie  pnnipcct  of 
a  HttMian  in\^%ion  «>f  Indin  in  r>tiicrnied,  tlH*  sliortcominpi  of 
Herat,  or  any  «4lN*r  \tam*  of  militar}'  ofierationft  in  Central 
A  •in.  will  l*e  m«m*  or  \vm  r«*tnprnaated  by  the  completi«>n  of 
tlie  iranM'a«pian  and  TurkiiUan  Itailwny.  Any  f»iic  who 
lia«  Mu«li«^l  tlie  ;^'f1;:raphictll  conftimiation  of  northeni  Af- 
chani«Un  mu«t  rktirly  |ii*rreive  that  tlic  easit^  avenue  to 
India  i«  mi  Herat  ainl  Kan«Uihar.  N<irth  of  Herat,  and  west 
*4  it  In  tlie  Hari  iSud.  Mnirliea  a  low  ranp?  of  motinlainii 
|4>Tcr«l  by  a  »ucn'%»i«in  €»f  en«y  paM<-^  TIk*  cnneeiitration  of 
an  army  on  Herat  fnnu  llie  north  and  weiit,  c«|ierially  with  a 
radway  UdiiiHl  tn  facilitate  tlie  cooieyance  of  tn«»|M  and  sup- 
plir«  to  the  llM-atre  of  war,  i<«  a  matter  «»f  im  dilhrulty  for  a 
iMlif4i  that  nimmamU  all  it*  main  an*nav*«  of  ap|if««rh — vix.« 
inmik  Ma4diad  <m  tiK*  went,  ami  ri4  tlN*  H^ri  iSitd  and  tlie 
Kh«4ik  %alli*y»  'HI  iIn*  noftli.  liut  eoMwanl  fMui  Herat  to 
liir  fr^iHen  of  Ka^limir.  ilit*n*  exteinU  an  almoia  impcne* 
Inil4e  l«rner  f»f  ni«>tiniaiita.  I'eitainly  ilwvp  are  |ia%Mi  mer 
thrtti ;  l4it  all  tra\illeri ( Va%<iraki  ia  the  lateiit« ami  apparvnUj 
tlie  im»C  Acetirate  ami  rvlial4e)  a;*n^  aa  t^>  their  ;nt«t  difltculty. 
In  wtntcrr  tlie«e  |«umc9i  are,  aromlini;  to  Va%t»nd(i,  blocked 
liy  tsow,  ttMially  fMiu  liecrmirr  to  March,  altlioa;:h  m  mild 
yean  they  are  aoaMrtime^  o|^*u  for  a  few  days  duniig  tlioae 
Iml     b«cb  aa  intrKate   cooatry  •Ifmld  l«  ca|«ble  of 
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cfTectivo  (lefoDoo  n^inst  an  iuva<k*r.  It  follows  from  tlii 
tliat  tlic  route  most  likely  to  lie  adopted  by  an  invader  ( 
India  would  ))o  that  vid  Herat  and  Kandahar,  and  it  is  donli 
less  this  coDsidoratioii  that  has  letl  the  Govennnent  of  Ind 
to  concontrntc  most  of  its  encr^pcs  and  rusouroes  on  thedofcn< 
of  tlie  Knndalmr  line.^  As  is  known,  two  linos  of  railway  ai 
now  1)eiiig  constructed  from  the  plains  of  Upper  Sind  to  tl 
rishin  valley.  The  one  rut  the  lk>lan  to  Quetta  is  practical! 
completed.  In  its  present  state  it  is  liable  at  any  time  to  I 
swept  away  in  parts  by  a  Hood ;  but  adcfiuate  provision  lu 
l)cen  made  on  tlic  sj>ot  for  the  rapid  re|iair8  of  any  sue 
damage.  It  is  the  |)ortion  of  the  line  below  Mach  tliat 
lialile  to  l>e  swept  away;  ami  recently  a  much  more  rligib 
route  for  a  railway  from  Sibi  to  Quetta  lias  lieen  discovert' 
and  surveyed  through  the  hills  to  the  cast  of  the  lk>lan  Pas 
As  soon  as  the  Oovernment  of  India  is  ixicuuiarilj  less  en 
barrassed  than  it  appears  to  be  at  this  moment,  we  may  h(»| 
to  see  the  r.iilwi\y  line  transferred  from  tlie  lied  of  tlic  ]V>lu 
stream  to  the  more  eligible  route  aljove  mentioned.  Of  tli 
value  of  railway  communieation  lietween  the  Sind  plain  an 
the  rishin  plateau,  the  dilliculty  exiK»rience<l  in  sending  ii 
reinforeemouts  to  (^)uetta  in  August  1880,  and  the  sad  resull 
of  the  ]»i*evalence  of  cholera  on  the  Ibdan  and  Hunmi  tomU 
in  the  summer  of  lS8o,  are  conclusive  evi«lenco,not  to  nicnlio 
the  insu])erable  dinicultics  attending  the  proxision  of  sufliciei 
transi>ort  for  the  eonvcyanee  of  the.  bngg-.ige  and  supplies  of 
large  army  advancing  fmm  India  io  Kandahar. 

It  Wf)uld  ap]>ear  that  the  future  tvic  intended  to  lie  playc 
by  Herat  is  simply  to  delay  the  advatm*  of  a  Kiissian  fore 
long  enough  to  give  an  Anglo-Indian  army  time  t«>  assemlJ 
on  the  line  considered  most  suitable  for  the  defenoe  of  ImU 
rnsup])orted,  HtTat  must  fall ;  but  in  the  meantime,  tliank 
to  the  guns  and  rilles  lately  prest*nte<l  to  the  Amir,  and  a  fc^ 
lakhs  f>f  nijiees  cx]X!nded  on  the  iorti  Heat  ions,  the  army,  I 
which  the  security  of  India  is  intniste<l,  will  liavo  been  [daoc 

*  Tlic  Miiu<»  rcA^fm,  no  tlmiM,  liaM  1c<1  RuimU  t4>  c«ttii*truct  a  tin*  nf  rmi]w»j  I 
which  tnMi|M  can  b«  c(im*cntr»te(l  At  Mcnr  An«l  .Swraklui  both  frooi  ilM< 
AUil  Turkintau. 

o  V 
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'  b  the  fiekL  The  slren^lictiing  of  Herat  ia  not  the  only 
mtunn  that  the  Amir  hAs  taken.  Ho  lias  teen  Uie  nocetftitj 
ol  linking  Kabul  to  Dalkh  ami  Herat  bj  («oo(l  madn,  and  for 
a  jfcar  past  impreatod  labour  hai  been  etiip1ojre«1  to  improve 
the  road  from  Kabul  to  Herat  through  tlic  Haxarajat.  The 
girritoiis  ol  Afglian  Turkistan  lia\*e  aUo  been  strengthened. 
The  oeit  ooooestion  we  rcquirt*  from  tlie  Amir  is  his  consent 
to  the  continuation  of  the  railwajrs  from  Pealiawar  to  Kabul, 
and  from  I*isliin  to  Kandnliar,  and  the  construction  of  tele- 
graph lines  between  the  Intltan  frontier  and  Kabid  and  Kan* 
daltar,  and  between  Kabul  and  Knmlaluir  rid  Gliasni.  The 
ineans  of  rapid  communication  thun  nfTcinhnl  to  A n;:l«>- Indian 
armies  ofierating  on  far-distant  portions  of  llie  frontier,  wmdd 
W  inraluaUe.  It  is  not  enough  for  Imlia  that  it  is  quite  as 
much  prr|«re<l  to  muAt  as  Kussta  is  to  attack.  Wliat  i» 
wanted  are  facilitic*s  for  defence  far  superior  to  thnae  for  the 
attack.     In  ailopiing  measum  of  defence  it  is  difticult  to 

I  rrr  cm  tlie  side  of  exccsa  Iinlia  cannot  be  too  M^nire.  It  is 
rrtj  unfortunate  tliat  financial  difhcullies  are  putting  a  stop 
to  the  incft^ase  of  tlie  Sikh  and  (Mmrklia  rrginu'titi.  ami  also 
pffubaUjT  to  c4lier  items  of  iIh*  pn>;;niiiime  of  dcfi'm^e.  Tnie 
iliat  a  Usin  c»f  nix  millions  is  nnw  U*ing  m^gociatixl  hj  tlie 
Cknrromi'nt  c>f  Imlia,  ami  it  may  l«*  far  wcirne  s|«^t  tluin  on 
the  entniilctirin  of  tlie  anujT  of  Imlia  ami  its  armament.  It 
CfNiltl  Itp  wifthcil  I  list  the  Vi»luntrrr  service  in  Imlia  was  mnn 
clftctmt.liut  the  di(ficulti«^  t4  reme«l)ing  its  defects  are  manjr. 
It  is  »nw  pnfMiaed  to  fimn  a  Railwajr  S*r\ice  Vvrym  on  the 
Xorth-Wr^trm  Ilsilwaj- — %^^  the  railway  tliat  runs  from 
IMhi  tn  Lahciffe,  ami  tliencx*  branclies  to  Triduiwar.  Karachi, 
and  the  riUtin.  Such  a  eoqw  wdl  |ir«»baU/  lie  compneni  nol 
esdj  ol  radway  olRciaK  but  also  cif  arlected  men  from  the 
satire  army  reaer^ias.  Tlie  clianges  tliat  have  been  actually  in* 
Uodvoad  into  the  amy  ol  India  during  tlie  past  twelve  moiitha 
dtirHy  ol  angnwotalioaa  ol  the  esuldishmenc  It  has 
dectilcd  to  iocfvaae  tlie  British  ^rrisoii  ol  Imlia  by 
lOjOOO  mttm  in  all,  by  seeding  out  several  afl«liti«<ial  battalicma 
el  Miiaatfy  and  balieriet  ol  aniUery.and  addmg  a  squadrai  to 

ol  cavalry.    In  the  native  army  6ve  additioaal 
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battalions  of  Goorkhas  and  several  Sikh  rogimciits  were  to 
have  been  raised.  So  far,  however,  only  three  battalions  of 
Goorkhas  have  been  raised,  while  an  additional  squadron  has 
been  added  to  each  native  cavalry  regiment.  Most  of  the 
cavalry  regiments  that  were  disbanded  in  1882  have  apiin 
l)cen  raised — viz.,  two  in  Bengal  and  one  in  Bombay.  The 
strcnf^tli  of  (roorkha  battalions  has  been  raised  to  1000  rank 
and  file. 

Most  of  the  above  alterations  and  reforms  —  both  those 
projected  and  those  carrie<l  into  effect — arc  tins  outcome  of  the 
Anglo-Kussian  disagreement  of  the  spring  of  1885.  Tlie  tlufn 
imminence  of  war  gave  a  stimulus  to  military  prppnrations 
such  as  years  of  comparative  peace  and  inmiunity  from  danger 
had  failed  to  awaken.  It  is  tnie  that  in  1875  the  Russians 
tlireatoned  India  tlirough  Afghanistan ;  but  Geok-tepe,  Ashka« 
bad,  and  Mcrv  had  not  then  fallen  into  Bussia's  hands,  and 
no  trans-Caspian  railway  existe<l. 

And  now,  having  glanced  at  what  is  lieing  done  in  India, 
let  us  sec  wliat  the  Kussians  are  alx)ut  in  Central  Asia.  To 
obtain  any  reliable  statistic*s  of  the  strength  of  the  Bussinn 
forces  in  trans-Caspiana  and  Turkistan  is  difficult ;  but  from  a 
comparison  of  the  most  recent  n*i»c»rts  that  have  come  to  my 
notice,  I  sliould  sny  that  15,000  for  trans-Caspiana  (including 
alK)ut  1000  local  levies),  and  .SO.OOO  for  Turkistan  (of  whom 
3000  are  h>cal  levies),  would  Ikj  not  far  off  the  mark.  Tlie 
coni|)onent  parts  of  these  totals  may  be  roughly  estimated  as 
follows:  In  Turkistan,  23,000  regular  infantry,  four  or  five 
batteries  of  artillery  (about  30  gims),  3500  Cossacks,  and 
3000  local  levies;  in  trans-Caspiana,  10,000  regidar  infantry 
(inchtding  two  railway  battalions  working  on  the  trans* 
Caspian  railway),  3000  Cossacks,  two  or  throe  batteries 
artillery  (12  to  20  guns),  aljout  600  infantry  and  400  cavalry 
local  levies  (Turkomans).  Aprojios  of  these  trans  -  C*aspian 
local  levies,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  fully  a  year  ago  >L 
VaniWr}'  gave  to  the  world  a  very  exaggerated  statement  of 
the  progress  made  by  tlie  Bussians  in  organising  the  Turko* 
man  Irregidar  Horse,  whereas  up  to  tlie  present  moment 
they  have  barely  succeeded  in  raising  two  sqnodroni.    Bui 
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aflimtl.  M.  VniiiU'nr'ii  tmvi-N  worv  l»iit  liiiiitc«l  in  fXtrut.nml 
twmty*two  yvtktn  liiivi*  vla)»M'<l  iiiiio«  lit*  wniulcn'd  in  iho  pirh 
t4  A  ilrniiili  In  KliivA,  Ikiklmrn,  nnd  Uvmt,  Uut  to  rvvrrt 
In  iIm?  nii^niAn  |:fiiTiMin  n(  till*  trnnff^*ii<i)>inn  |»n>vinct*.  TIn« 
lii«ii«1#|iiiirton  i<i  l<«*(iti*«l  At  A«1iknlin(l,  a  )>lnf*o  tlmt  Ml  into 
tho  IuiimU  nt  Kui^tin  At  tlio  c\im^  of  ttrncnil  Skf»)Mili>n*H  mm* 
|«ii*^i  Apiin«t  i\w  AkIiJil  Ti*kki*«  in  tlio  wintiT  of  188(M<I. 
rii<l**r  I%ii%«iAn  nilf*  it  liii<i  flcvrlo|H<<)  fnim  n  Tiirk<>nmn  vil* 
Ui:>^  into  An  Atlniinii^tmtivc  Ah«l  niiliiAiy  cc*nti\*.  IIiti* 
n>«ttli*«  tti'iHTil  K«>nmn>nr.  tli«*  p»vrni«>r  Ami  c«»niniAn4kT« 
ia«cliii.*f  of  tlic  foiviii  in  tmn<i-(*ii«i|»iiinA.  Tlio  nrxt  ni<««t  ini* 
poftant  jJnn'  in  tin*  |»nivincx?  i<  \Ivt\\  wliirli  i«  piwnml  hy 
i^*Mmr\  AlikliAmiir.  In  lliin  «li«tn<*t  i«  tnrln«l<o|  l*nnj«l€*li,  An«l 
all  or  twr^i  of  tin*  l«*niloty  ilmt  Af^luiniMnn  Iiaji  nnvntljr 
ct'll*'*!  to  Uii««it4i.  Tlw  bry^t  pirri«M»n<  tkiv  l«cAti*il  ai  A«likA- 
l«t|.  Sornkli«.  anil  Mc*n' :  nn<l  UHJit*^  of  tnHi|«  An*  «|tiarti*n^l 
At  Kra«n«>viiiUk,  Miklinilov«k.  aimI  Cliiki4ilAr.  on  tlio  (ii^  tlnm* 
t4  ibi*  i'A«|4An;  At  KAhkA,  ]Hi.<»liiikli.  C'IiacIm,  aimI  KAmliAn«l, 
•41  tilt*  niAin  n««l  fnmi  A«likal<i4|  to  Sanikli^  An<l  Mi*n'; 
aikI  At  l*ul-i-KliAtnn,  Ak-niUit.  t1inniAn-i-U«(|,  iiii«|  r.utjili'li. 
nrnT  ill*'  Mt^ntljT  ilrnwirfnii^l  fnnitiiT.  Tim  li-l««;n^|»li  lim* 
fni«  oiiii|4«-i<nl  to  M<n'  aikI  Samkliii  kt%t  yc«r.  Ami  if  it  Ium 
not  Aln*A«ly  U^cn  f-vHiMntrtt^il  to  nml  U*yoml  tin*  Oxn«.  will 
ofiAinly  U*  bitl  a«  llit*  mtlwAr  AilvAnctMi.  Tho  enlUtnH-nt  of 
|i«*Al  lt*v««^  (Turk<tiiiAn<i)  «loi*4  m>t  «iTnt  to  Imve  lw<cn  Atti^mk**! 
Ait  Ut  with  tntich  sim^-aii.  Mill,  wv  Havo  no  |icoof  tliAt  tiM 
i:«iAtAn« ilc*«in*  to  «*nn>l  ni«»n'  iliAn  tlii*]r  Iia\i?  At  |*n-«i*til — vIl, 
altfHit  400  \¥*rms  Ami  600  iiifaiitnr. 

|lt«t  k  U  not  Ao  ninrh  ilic  |«n'4(*nl  Aifcn^'tli  of  titc  Ku««iAQ 
ffun^m%  in  Central  A«tA  tlMi  c<»n«vm«  n«,  a«  tlic  nn^AiiA  tliAi 
|%»«rT  |wMfMi«i  f»f  ntAA^iii;;  tn»»|M  on  thr  mirtlimi  fnmtirr  of 
AI|:liMiiaUn  to  iticnAci*  Ami  in\  ailr  Imlia.  TluMe  ntmii*  At  the 
l^fmM  Momrnl  coci«i«i,  Hmtlr,  of  a  »iti2:l«  line  of  railwAjr, 
mUkh  iM  nam  (VIajt  lflH6)ci4n|>li*teil  from  the  ItArUmr  of  Mik- 
iHttkn^k  on  tite  raal  aIhito  o|  tlie  l*A«|tiAB.  ti>  KAlika,  a  vilU^ 
al««l  liall*vaj  aloii|;  tlie  nuiin  mail  from  A»likal«<l  to  Sarmklvt 
A  faar  ai^  the  termintiA  was  At  Kiiil-Ar%*at«  U5  mile*  frooi 
MikiHMWvAk.     On  CtiriaUsiaAHlaj  IM^.  the  fifM  [iiiacumr 
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train  mil  to  AslikaUul,  1*)G  miles  further;  iiml  hy  tliifl  time 
(for  five  months  hnve  cla|)8Cfl  since  it  renchetl  Arthknlmtl) 
Xalikn,  .'>75  miles  frtini  Mikhailuvsk,  is  not  iniproUihly  the 
terminus.  At  the  same  time,  work  is  liein^  carried  on  im  the 
Xahku-Merv  and  Merv-Charjui  sections,  it  is  nntici|iAlc«l 
tliat  the  line  will  be  completed  to  Alerv  before  the  end  of  this 
year,  and  by  «)une  1887  we  may  ex|iiH*t  it  to  Ik3  completitl 
to  Cliarjui  on  the  (Xxus.  It  in  tnie  that  a  Kan;;nino  ilussiau 
l>a]>er  has  stated  that  the  line  wouhl  l»e  o|K*n  to  Merv  in  April 
and  to  Charjni  in  June  188G ;  but  that  statiMnent  is  not  worth 
the  \M\\H}.T  it  i?*  j"-M:ted  on.  Fn»i»i  Ashkaltad  t"  Clmijui  is 
alxnit  380  miles,  and  to  lay  a  mile  of  line  a-day  is  niicumiiion 
<^'o(hI  work  on  the  most  fav(mndile  p^mnd  (the  Kuk*Sibi  line 
was  laid  at  the  rate  (»f  a  mile  a-day,  but  the  work  was  rou^h 
and  of  a  tem]K>rary  nature).  In  trans-Caspiana  the  saireity 
of  water  is  a  most  serious  hindrance;  and  moreover,  a  [jowl 
deal  of  britl^^in;,'  is  required.  The  pn»j;rcss  of  the  Turkistxin 
secticni  of  the  line  dei)emls  on  whether  work  is  at  once  Ix^un 
indoix'ndently  at  that  en<l,  or  whether  its  eomnienci*ment  is 
I>ost]»oned  until  the  completion  of  the  line  from  the  Caspian 
to  the  Oxus.  It  is  pn»iMise<l  to  e<»nvey  the  train  across  the 
Oxus  on  a  steam-ferry.  The  distance  from  Cliarjui  vid  lUik- 
hara  to  Samarcand  is  alniut  230  miles.  The  line  once  com* 
])letod  to  Samarcand,  we  may  ItKik  u|)on  its  extension  to 
Taslikend,  the  se^it  of  ^^overnment  in  TurkisUm,  as  n  mere 
([uestion  of  time.  Certain  writers  in  the  Uussian  press  luive 
of  late  maintained  that  the  extension  of  the  railway  lieyoml 
Merv  is  for  strate;iiral  p\ir|H)se.s  useless,  and  that  commercial 
)>rosi>ects  are  not  sulllcicntly  pronn'sin;;  to  warrant  the  am* 
struction  of  a  railway  to  liokhara,  Samarcand,  and  Tashkciid. 
Nevertheless  it  is  authoritatively  reiMirted  that  (»em;nil 
Annenkoir  has  obtained  the  s;inetion  of  his  Govcmmeut  to 
this  extension,  and  recent  articles  in  the  'Journal  de  Si 
retersl)our^'*  seem  to  imply  that  the  eonnnercial  ailvanta^ 
resulting'  from  it  will  be  considerable.  As  far  os  the  strategical 
part  of  the  question  is  concerned,  this  opinion  apjicara  to  be  not 
without  foundation.  The  ^mrrison  of  Turkistan  is,  as  sUitetl 
above,  about  30,000  stron;^' ;  and  of  this  number,  at  least  half, 
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I  aliottM  Mjr,  arv  initUpctuiilile  for  controlling;  tlio  inliabiUmU. 
Ib  the  event  of  iin  invasion  of  Af^lmnifftan,  we  maj  take  it  for 
CT>Mtetl  that  a  Huaaian  amiy  will  occupy  Dalkh  and  all  the 
khanates  of  Af^lian  Turkistaa.  It  seetns  most  natural  tliat 
this  task  should  be  allotted  to  the  amiy  of  Turkistan.  It  is  of 
eourse  quite  poasible  to  detach  a  force  from  tlie  trans-Caspian 
amij  ri4  llala-Murghab  and  Maimcna  or  Ikilkli.  It  is  per- 
haps still  more  probable  that  two  forres— one  advancing  froiu 
Ikikluirm  or  Hamarcand.  and  the  otiier  from  Mcrv  tltroogh 
I^anjdeli — will  co-<Y|ii*rate  in  tlie  reduction  of  tlie  Afghan 
khanatr*.  and  the  expul«*or  cf  the  Afglian  ^nnj  beycmd  the 
llimlu  Ku%li.  At  all  evpiiU,  it  would  seem  that  Turkistan 
will  liave  few  or  no  troops  to  spore  for  operations  a;3in»t 
Herat ;  tt<»r  is  there  aujr  nre<l  for  the  trans-Cam|fian  arm/,  with 
all  tlie  rewourres  of  the  Caucasus  and  Kussia  at  its  back,  to 
look  to  TurkUtan  for  ai«L  At  Uie  same  time,  in  tlie  event 
of  an  cmrryrtirj,  it  mill  lie  a  ;rn'at  advantage  to  be  able  to 
frinfifrre  Turkistan  from  trans-Caspiana,  (»r  riet  vtrM,  aa  ctr* 
mmstanors  ma^r  require.  n«)t  to  mention  tlie  convenience  of 
rapid  communication  with  Taslikcnd  and  tlie  stiiiiulus  it 
shoulil  lend  to  commercial  advonccmcnL  Anyliow.  tlie  Hus- 
•ian  Ctormtnirnt  has,  it  is  rviiortnl.  dccidetl  to  prolong  tlie 
line  bryond  tlie  (>iu%.  Wu  ma/  an/  dn/  }K*ar  that  liranch 
linrs  are  aUmt  to  U«  run  to  Saraklis  and  Tanj^lch,  or  even  to 
Kara-tapa  on  tlie  Kliiulik,  tome  60  miles  north  of  Herat 

TIae  ncit  point  to  be  cf>nsidc*rctl  in  oHiiiectiiin  with  the 
Russian  ad%*ance  in  Central  Ania,  is  tlie  lurbour  acc«*mmoda- 
tioa  ol  tite  emst  coa<  of  tlie  Cas|nan.  I  travell««l  along  thi4 
coast  towards  tlie  emi  of  UtU  Jul/  in  Uie  KusMan  mail-boaL 
We  cmiled  in  at  CliikisliUr.  which  is  nothing  but  a  slielterlesa 
mailatead ;  and  KrasnovodUc,  a  well-alieltersd  and  commotlious 
hariawr.  btcamers  can  l«  moKted  alongside  the  fiier  quite 
doaa  to  the  shore,  so  deep  is  the  water.  Itut  in  tlie  ap- 
to  Uikliailovsk.  on  the  other  liand,  so  sludlow  is  tlie 
thftt  no  steamers  of  an/  draught  can  navigate  tliem. 
The  carso  has  to  lie  transferred  to  flats,  and  so  traiu|ofteil 
mf  the  shallow  channels  that  lead  to  the  siu  ol  the  railwa/ 
This  is  a  very  aehous  drawback,  aad  aeverml  pUna 
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for  roctifyin^;  it  have  been  proposed,  oue  being  the  wholesale 
trniisfcr  of  the  railway  terminus  to  Krnsnovodsk,  which, 
however,  would  be  a  very  expensive  undertaking,  owing  to 
engineering  diihculties;  and  the  other,  the  deepening  of 
the  approaches  to  Mikliailovsk.  But  this  latter  proposal  is 
Iiardly  likely  to  Ixs  a  success,  because  the  approaches  would 
again  very  fyoon  be  choked  by  the  drift-sand  from  the  desert 
At  any  rate,  incessant  dredging  would  be  obligatory.  Hiere 
is,  however,  a  thinl  project,  and  one  that  promises  more  satis- 
factory results  tlinn  either  of  the  two  first-named.  Wlien 
in  the  Caucasus  !act  Au^uol,  I  Trr"  informo^.  tK^t  an  eligible 
liarbour  of  suHicicnt  depth  to  admit  any  of  tlie  Ciift|.>y 
steamers  Iiad  Ix^en  discovered  on  tlte  south  shore  of  the 
Balkan  Bay,  vis-d-vis  to  Krasnovodsk,  and  within  20  or 
30  miles  of  Mikhailovsk.  It  is  said  that  the  railway  ter- 
minus can  easily  )>e  removed  from  Mikliailovsk  to  the  site 
(»f  tliis  newly  discovereil  harbour. 

Connuunications  between  Russia  and  its  trans  -  Caspian 
jJFovince  are  at  present  by  no  means  perfect.  The  line  to 
Cliarjui  will  probably  not  be  completetl  till  June  1887,  and 
the  line  from  Vladikavkas  cannot  l>e  completed  till  the  end 
of  1888  nt  the  earliest.  Now  the  Bolan  railway  is  already 
completed,  and  the  Sind-rishiu  line  is  timed  to  be  finished 
in  the  summer  of  1887.  Once  the  Khwaja  Amran  range  is 
passed  (it  is  roiw^rted  that  a  tunnel  will  be  constructed 
through  that  range),  the  railway  can  be  i>ushod  on  to  Kan* 
(iahar  in  at  most  six  months,  and  probably  much  less.  If, 
therefore,  the  Indian  line  of  defence  is  to  be,  as  seems  prob- 
able, on  or  near  the  llelmund,  it  is  evident  that,  as  far  as 
railways  are  concerned,  India  is  better  prepared  for  defence 
than  Kussia  for  invasion.  If,  however,  it  be  a  question  of 
preoccupying  Herat,  then,  to  the  best  of  mj  judgment^  the 
advanUige  rests  entirely  with  Kussia.  But  as  I  Imve  said 
before,  I  very  much  doubt  if,  in  the  event  of  war  with  Bu88ia« 
any  Anglo-Indian  force  will  be  sent  to  Herat  Tliere  are 
other  means  of  forcing  Russia  to  evacuate  Herat,  if  aha  soc- 
ceeds  in  obtaining  iK>ssession  of  it,  besides  a  diraot  attack 
from  India. 
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If  adeqaato  menmiivs  are  uketi  for  the  defence  of  India,  iU 
Gorrnimcni  ami  people  liavo  little  or  nothing*  to  fear  from  a 
Utimtan  invaAicm.  Humia  in  sepamteil  from  India  bj  1500 
miles  of  bleak  mountain-ranpn  and  barren  steppea,  sindded 
lirre  and  tlierc  with  oaaea,  ami  sparaelj  populated*  From  such 
a  coentry  the  canmii  draw  tlie  supplies  ami  transport  neces- 
sary for  the  snp|Mirt  ami  movement  of  a  force  larps  cno^^K^*  ^ 
invatle  Imlia  witii  a  rrawmablo  chance  of  succt^sft.  It  sliookl 
be  our  policy  so  to  win  Uie  friendnliip  of  Af;:lianistan  ami 
Ter^ia  at  to  rrmlor  tlieir  alliance  sure  and  prevent  Hussia 
frvim  obCiiinin^  tlio  t!*«^i!^t  .t^ifitance  frmi  tla^ni,  cither  in 
^«,ia»pii,  iiupplic*s,  or  tnint|Mirt.  At  the  Umcut  computation 
Rn««ta  will  re«|uire  an  army  t>f  200,000  men  to  invade  Imlia, 
ami  for  tlii«  force  all  tlie  nupplies  and  transport  tlmt  cannot 
W  raiseil  Kically  niiut  be  bmu^'lit  from  lCu«sia.  In  a  few 
ymrt,  no  d^iulii,  wi*  n^hnn  mhs  tin*  trant-Caiipian  railway  oom- 
plHr«l  lo  Samkli^  and  ranj<leli,  if  nut  to  Ak-mlidt  and 
Cluinuin-i-lvHl.  |lut  tiMt  still  leaves  tln'm  400  o<ld  miles  to 
•Dsrrh  to  tlie  Ifelmuml.  If  we  luive  playcil  mir  canU  well« 
tlM«y  will  lie  coiifMMti*fl  at  tl»e  outic^t  by  the  fortrt^ns  of  Herat, 
which  tlH*y  muftt  ritlicr  capture  or  ma^k.  I  mu«t  admit  tliat 
I  are  only  too  ^iml  );rmuHU  for  ap|)f\*licHdin;*  that  tlie  Af;:lian 
pirriMtn  of  llurat,  kn<>win«4  that  tlie  Amir*s  anny  is  powrr- 
k*^  to  aid  tlirm  and  nii«e  a  »i<vi\  nml  that  tlie  army  of  Imlia 
will  mit  advamt*  Ivyond  tlie  llvlmund.  am]  Mim>umlc«|  liy 
dnaflrrtnl  tnU*«  of  iVmiiin  on;riii.  will  mnkt*  but  a  half* 
lirsrteil  dffrmt*.  If.  Iniwrver.  an  Ait^kvlndiau  anuy  ailvanccs 
to  tlie  ilelmuiid.  tliat  will  si-t  fn^e  tlie  garriiM»n  of  Kaiidaliar; 
ami  that.  coiiibiiie<l  with  tla*  Af^lian  ^ma>*iu  of  Itirishk, 
Farah.  ami  Saloawar.  ami  iiup|»lcmentcd  by  lar^*r  Uvlic^*  of  irri*;^ 
•lar  levirA  tlrawn  fr^im  c%rry  Af;;luui  tribe  lirtwren  Herat  ami 
Iks  Khwiga  Amran  ranp*.  iiii;;ht  iki  much  to  dcLiy  tlie  pfograaa 
•I  the  Uf^  opersticms,  tlnfu^h  I  fear  tlM*y  couhl  m«t  |irevent 
tWtr  altioyite  socctm.  At  tlie  aame  time,  if  we  liave  terureil 
IW  allioAce  of  IVmia,  the  troitps,  and  especially  tlie  ine^n^Ur 
earslfy  of  that  nation,  mi^ciit  be  \ery  useful  in  crvatin^;  diver- 
SMM  akMii*  tlie  IcAgtliy  hue  of  UosstaA  caoini«nirati<iiit  froM 
Ueml  lo  Um  Caspian.      Hiipposuig.  however,  tliat  Herat  falla. 
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and  a  Russian  army  100,000  strong  advances  on  Kandahar, 
tlic  most  arduous  |)ortion  of  its  task  is  but  just  bepnnin^. 
It  remains  to  he  proved  if  they  can  collect  transport  for  the 
movement  of  a  force  of  100,000  men,  and  if  thejc  can  fec«l 
such  a  large  force.  In  the  Afghan  campaigns  from  1878-80, 
the  largest  British  force  in  the  field  was  aUiut  60,000  men ; 
and  witli  all  the  resources  of  India,  with  its  250  millions  of 
inhabitants,  at  Government's  disposal,  it  was  no  easy  matter 
to  i»rovide  an  anny  even  of  tliat  size  w^ith  transfiort^  How 
then  is  Kussin,  with  nothing  but  semi-sterile  step[)e8,  with 
some  half-dozen  millions  of  settlers  to  draw  upon,  to  trans- 
port 100,000  men  from  Herat  to  the  Hclmund  ?  And  even  if 
they  obtain  trans]X)rt,  will  not  the  Afghans  destroy  or  remove 
all  the  supplies  as  tlicy  fall  liack  on  the  British  anny  on  the 
Hclnnind  ?  If  tliey  do  not,  they  ought  to.  Moreover,  as  the 
liussian  force  advances,  the  dangers  of  a  defeat  multiply.  I 
iKjlieve  that  a  Kussian  force  repulsctl  from  before  Herat  would 
liave  a  very  troublous  time  of  it.  Tlie  first  ISussian  reverse 
would  encourage  Afglmn,  Tersian,  and  Turkoman  alike;  there 
mi<^'l)t  even  be  a  general  revolt  throughout  Turkistau  and 
trans-Caspiana.  And  the  nearer  the  Russian  anny  was  to 
the  Ilelmund  when  defeated,  the  greater  the  probability  of  its 
total  destruction.  Tressed  on  during  its  retreat  by  the  Hriti.«h 
army,  harassed  by  thousands  of  Afghan  guerillas,  and  its  rear 
threatened  by  Persians  and  rebel  Turkomans,  its  iMisition 
wo\ihl  Ikj  a  most  unenviable  one.  Of  a>urse  Herat-Kan- 
dahar is  not  the  <»nly  line  by  which  Russia  can  invade  India. 
There  is  also  the  Balkli-Ramian  route,  and  that  from  Herat 
tlirough  the  llazarajat  on  Katml.  Rut  lioth  of  these  routes 
are  ditlicult,  are  blocked  by  snow  for  at  least  four  montlis 
ever}*  year,  and  are  unfitted  for  the  secure  retreat  of  a  defeatc«l 
army. 

In  concluding  this  review  of  the  work  of  the  Afghan 
r»oun(lary  Commission,  and  of  tlie  consequent  relative  |h«u« 
tions  of  Russia  and  England  in  Asia,  a  few  wonls  should  be 
said  on  tlie  Central  Asian  policy  of  the  (lovemnient  from  which 
the  Commission  originated.  Tlicre  is  a  motto, "  better  late 
than  never,''  and  I  consider  that  the  desimtcli  of  tliia  Com* 
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WAS  II  step  in  the  right  direction.  But  unfortanateljr, 
ermts  hare  proveil  tluit,  prior  to  its  dcsfiatch,  no  satisfactory 
•nderslaiiding  with  tlie  Hussian  Govemtncnt  was  arrived  at ; 
and  at  a  Uter  period,  when  t)ie  Russian  Oovcmmcnt  aaw  ami 
sealed  its  chance  of  profiting  tliercbj.  Uie  UrittAli  Go>*emmcnt 
was  w>  emliarrasscd  bjr  its  unsuccessful  policy  in  Egypt,  and 
its  inharmonious  rt*lations  with  the  great  Towers  of  Kurt»pe, 
that  it  was  catupelled,  despite  tlie  employment  of  a  variety 
ol  nucs  prompted  rather  by  |«rty  spirit  tlian  |iatrioCic 
eantertness,  to  submit  to  a  complete  diplomatic  defeat.  It 
trmnsfiireil  during  the  negotiations  tlwt  took  place  between 
tKi*  Hhttsh  ami  KiiMian  Goveniments  in  tlie  spring  of  1885, 
that  the  I(o4isian  Caliinet  had  in  1884  urged  Uuit  a  general 
line  of  frontier  should  be  dcterminetl  by  the  two  Govern* 
mmts,  leaving  only  to  tlie  Commissioners  the  settlement  of 
drtad«.  This  being  so,  tlie  summary  deii|iatch  of  the  Hritish 
0>itimi«Mnn  can  oidy  lie  rvganle*!  as  premature  and  ill-con* 
si<lrft<d.  At  any  rate,  tlie  <fuveninK*nt  tliat  tliought  fit  to  de- 
ft|«t4*h  a  C*ommi«iion  in  defiance  of  ISussian  stipulations,  sliould 
liave  seen  its  way  to  uphold  that  Commission  through  thick 
and  thin.  Ami  that  it  n^ist  undi*iiubly  failed  to  do.  The 
l«t«ts  of  tlie  trttlemrnt  of  the  KuMo-Afgluin  fn>iitier  was 
tlie  Claieufkict-tKtrtchakoflr  sgrvctiicnt  of  1872,  wliidi  fixed 
Sarakhnand  KIi«b>i  .Salara«  the  terminal  points  rt«|iectively 
on  the  Hah  Kml  and  tlic  Ox%%%.  And  yet.  wlicn  Sir  iVtcr 
Lamsilrn  am%e*l  at  Sarakht  in  N<>vcml«*r  1884,  lie  found 
that  a  HitsAtan  oat|ii«i  liad  orcupivil  Tiil-i-Khatuii.  He  urged 
the  G«fvrmnient  to  demand  tlie  withdrmmal  of  that  out|iast. 
lUa  so  weak  tiete  the  remonstmnces  c»f  tlie  Uhttsh  i*o%*em* 
ment,  that  n<4  only  was  tliat  ottt|Hmt  not  withdrawn  (Xfr 
GUdslooe  sal«c«|ttently  statc«l  in  tlie  House  of  Commons 
thai  the  demand  had  "  virtually  Upsed  *)»  but  the  llnsstan 
Ifoops  scijid  in  Febmary  Zulnkar,  Ak-rahat«  and  Kiiiltapa^ 
TW  weil-known  agreement  of  16th  Xfarch  mnsi  be  scdl  fr^i 
wuhm  tiM  memory  of  sll  who  take  any  interest  in  tlie  Cen* 
trml  Aaian  qneaCkm.  FacU  have  proved  that  it  was  a  mere 
iaioa,  awl  tiMt  it  waa  ntilised  by  the  party  then  in  power 
im  Fagiaml.  not  aa  a  real  check  on  Rnaamn  am^amiim  in  Can* 
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tral  Asia,  but  as  a  means  of  maintaining  party  prcstigo.  It 
subsequently  transpired  that  the  Russian  Cabinet  had  added 
to  the  agreement  a  proviso  that  practically  left  its  liands  free 
for  any  sort  of  aggressive  action.  Tliat  provisional  paragraph 
was  kept  in  the  background.  As  a  natural  coiisoquenoe,  the 
British  Commissioner,  and  in  particular  the  British  ofticcr 
deputed  to  maintain  British  interests  at  Panjdeh,  was  cntirelj 
in  the  dark  as  to  the  real  policy  of  the  Grovemmcnt  then  in 
power.  The  agreement,  as  made  public,  distinctly  stipulated 
that  neither  the  Russian  nor  Afghan  troops  should  advance. 
In  defiance  of  that,  General  Komaroflf  advanced  with  a  force 
3000  strong  and  forced  a  combat  on  the  Afglians.  In  oonse- 
(^ucnce  of  the  governmental  attitude,  blame  has  been  at- 
tached to  tlie  British  olticcr  at  Tanjdeh,  who,  cognisant  only 
of  the  agreement  of  the  16th  March,  considered  tliat  it  was 
liis  duty  and  that  of  the  Afghan  troops  to  resist  Russian 
aggression.  Tlie  truth  is,  that  blame  attaches  solely  to  tlie 
Lil>eral  Govenmient  then  in  i)ower,  for  its  tortuous  and 
unstraightforward  policy.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  is  every 
reason  to  1)elieve  tliat  tlie  collision  of  Tanjdeh  on  30th  Marcli 
1885  was  the  Ijest  thing  that,  under  the  circumstances,  could 
Imj^pen.  It  brought  matters  to  a  crisis,  and  placed  an  elTec- 
tual  check  on  Russian  aggressive  projects.  It  roused  British 
feeling  to  a  pitch  that  warned  Russia  to  go  no  furtlier.  I 
have  lieen  informed  by  Russian  othcers  that  General  Koin- 
arolV  made  a  mistake  in  nut  pressing  on  straight  from  I*anj- 
dell  on  Herat.  Such  remarks,  however,  can  only  bo  re- 
garded as  ill-considere<l.  An  advance  on  Herat  must  have 
necessitated  war ;  and  as  Russia  was  then  unprepared  for  an 
advance  on  India,  K(Mnaroir  did  well  to  halt  at  Pa^jdelL 
The  Afghan  finding  was  very  bitter  against  Russia.  The 
memory  of  the  Stolietoff  Mission  of  1878,  and  the  complete 
failure  of  the  Russians  to  give  to  the  Amir  Slier  Ali  Khan  that 
assistance  against  the  British  Tower  that  General  Kaufinann 
had  led  him  to  expect,  has  not  yet  faded  from  the  minds 
of  the  Afghan  i>eoplc  There  is  little  doubt  tlmt  luul  war 
broken  out  between  Russia  and  England  in  the  spring  of 
1885,  a  Russian  invasion  of  Afghanistan  would  hare  met 
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with  ft  utrentioii*!  reniiiiAiice.  Tlio  tmn^*AJi]>iiiii  rnilwAj  wm 
tlM*ti  cifilj  coiii|i]eU*«l  to  Kixil-Annt;  nii<l  nuy  f>iie  wlio  kuows 
the  cmtiiiry  Mwchmi  Kiiil-Anat  niMl  Hemt,  ktiowft  tliftt 
witlNiut  II  railwajr  tlio  oonciMitnition  of  »  8ulliricntly  |iowerfiU 
Utt«itiiii  ftmx*  nl  Herat  for  iIh'  conriiieiit  of  Af^lmiiUt<m  iind 
tlie  iii\'ftiii«Hi  of  IimIia  i«  iiiiiii«iiil»le.  Knowing;  this  we  cftii 
c«ilj  fct*l  8itr|>riM0  timt  ition*  vi^^irniis  mipiiort  wnn  ii«i  nc- 
cnftlc«l  to  the  llritHh  (*«»tiiiiii<Mi«Hi  hy  iho  (tovcniiiient  Unit 
Mtit  it  to  CViitml  Aniii  to  puinl  I  lie  iiitrivftti  of  Af^liantttAii 
ftii«t  of  our  IiKliflii  cm|iirr.  Hut  n<>t  only  clitl  the  tnuiUtoniaii 
C'«)4ttrt  n«>t  iiii]»|«irt  it«  Cotiiiiii<%ii€>ii  n;:iitiiH  ]»uwiiAn  njorrv^ 
•i*iii.  I*ut  it  tli<l  iHit  i*vrii  make  niiy  (Ifort  In  vimlirfite  Itn 
oitKhi«l  ill  tlie  ey«*^  of  ihi*  HritUh  nation.  T1i«*  fact  i^  tliat 
no  viti«liiiiti«Ht  of  tJie  (h^^U  of  the  CoininiMiion  coiiltl  |ius»ibly 
lavir  n'tlminih'*!  to  the  rn*«ht  of  tin*  <«(»vemtiient.  iin«l  tlH*re> 
f<>fr  rtn-iMifM*  WA<i  hnd  to  «iK*nce— a  ikilence  that  coiihl  iK»i  be 
Uit  nnf«VfHiniMy  ititf*r|irrt4*il.  While  the  C/nr  iiikI  all  KumU 
w«*f«  |«ttin^  Koiiiaptfr  i*n  llie  Imck.  tlic  Itowriiini'iit  tliat 
thrti  nih^l  Kii;:hitHl  iievi-r  utteroil  one  wonl  of  limine  or  en* 
ccNinip-URTnt  on  U*half  of  tlic  Coiiiini««inti  tluit  it  had  |»lantcd 
in  Cmtml  A«iji.  Knrtiiiuitely,  in  June  1HH5  a  Connen-atirv 
34ini«try  mine  into  |iiiiier,  and  |>n»ni)it1y  ^ve  tht*  Conitniaaion 
that  atfive  and  r%*%i*hite  »u]>)«>rt  which  Mr  filad^tone  ami 
U<rtl  C*rin«'ilk;  liad  (Wnn^l  it.  TIm^  new  Ministry  wa«  of 
(%mf%r  nhh;:*ed  to  continue  tin*  ne;:«iliati<iii«  f»n  the  l«i«ia  al* 
maily  kit!  fhfwn  hy  tiio  old  one.  It  wan  t*«»  Utc  to  aavv 
i'Wnjtk'h  an<l  to  piuh  1«ic-k  th«*  Ku««ian  oiit|tuit«  frotu  tlic 
frriiW  Itfinler  of  toutlM'nt  llii«lki«  into  the  waterU^aa  ekmi, 
Tlir  i^ily  thint*  |ii«%iMe  to  do  was  to  cimreile  to  Knaaia  aa 
liuW  aa  |»«i«al4r.  Tlie  /ullikar  I'Wa*  «a«  iirpaennl  to  tlie 
Attiir;  and  a  atinly  of  tlie  inap  attarln^l  to  thia  Uiok  will 
thorn  thai  Kumu  lia«  oUaine<l  vtry  murh  Icaa  ilian  alio 
rUi«M«l.  allv^il  fthe  }ia4  inmt  uiMhniiably  ol4aitie«l  hy  far  tha 
brat  ffil  it. 

WKifo  rrpirding  l(u«aian  y*r%Trta  in  A«ta  aa  antai^iialic 
aaU  daaiffroita  to  liritiah  interrata,  we  ahoukl  at  the  iame 
•ol  alte|3«tWr  tupnnn  ita  civiliain;;  elfecta.     And  while 
%km  work  of  civiliMtioo  that  Eaglaml  and  Htiaaia 
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arc  cnrryin^  out  in  Anxa,  \vi  ii8  l<xik  Imck  for  n  nionicut  nnd 
recall  tlio  fact  that  those  mcefl  that  nrc  now  tcnchin;;  to 
the  Mon«;ol  and  Aryan  of  Aflia  the  artn  and  cuHtonis  of  Kuni)ie. 
wen^  nf>t  many  centuries  n<^  even  ;n^*ater  Imrlmrians  than  iho 
|HM»i»les  they  arc  now  refjencratin^.  The  UnKAinnn,  in  jiariicu- 
lar,  have  only  emerged  from  har1»ariMni  for  the  last  two  otMi* 
turios,  ftinco  the  act'os^sion  of  lN»U'r  the  <  treat,  or  nt  the 
earliest  wince  the  roj^ency  of  Siphia,  his  eUlcr  nister.  Much 
of  the  nxMlern  civilisation  of  Knn>iic  18  due  to  the  inva^titms 
of  the  Asiastic  honle.s,  and  to  the  inllueneo  of  the  Turkx 
and  Aral  IS.  We  now  tn*i\  the  cum»nt  of  migration  reverfw^Hl, 
and  tendinis'  eastward.  We  M*e  l«nssia  and  England  each 
annin<^'  the  Asiatic  races  under  their  rule  with  the  U*Ht 
tireanns  of  modern  times.  Iiotli  alike  Hwk  to  tuni  thoAC 
con(]uere<l  raees  into  useful  mercenaries,  and  to  utilise  lliem 
either  for  olleuce  or  defenex;.  It  lH»c<inie«,  however,  a  i|UeHtion 
whellier  in  tlic  lon;,'-run  the  Huhject-rnces  may  not  turn 
tlie  tahles  on  the  comiuerors,  an<l  turn  apiinst  them  with 
fatal  ell'ect  the  very  tirearuis  they  ]in»wnt<Hl  (o  them.  The 
liritish  nation  has  not  vet  for<'«itten  the  Mulinv  of  lKr»7*r»8; 
and  in  the  late  Af«;han  war  the  Af;;han  tnN>iM»  useil  aj^in^t 
us  the  vi'ry  rilles  that  the  Viceroys  of  India  had  prvsentctl 
to  Amir  Slier  Ali.  ^fany  hv^uh  fndie^te  the  ^»wth  and  ex- 
tension of  native  iniluenee  and  ))ower  in  India ;  and  ftlthon;^!! 
the  coneessions  that  have  Ikk'u  made  to  the  natives  of  In«lia 
are  conlined  entii*ely  to  civil  privile<^«,  tlio  daily  increasing 
share  in  the  jjovernment  of  the  c<unitr}*  that  is  Ihmu;;  aceonled 
to  them  nuist  necessarily  lessen  the  thi»roughness  of  ISritish 
domination.  The  policy  of  admitting  the  natives  of  India  to 
a  pnrtici])ation  in  the  goverinnent  is  one  of  uncertain  result. 
It  may  lie,  as  some  say,  that  it  gives  them  a  direct  interest 
in  the  stability  of  the  l^ritish  rule;  hut  on  the  other  lunid, 
it  places  them  in  a  |)osition  to  exercise  their  power  and  inriu- 
ence  for  the  subversion  of  that  ride.  As  for  Kussian  rule 
over  the  Tartars,  U/lieks,  and  Turkomans,  it  is  hut  of  sliort 
duration,  and  the  very  nature  of  the  country  renders  any 
combination  against  the  Muscovite  domination  diOlcult.  At 
the  same  time,  lK>th   Kriton   and   Kussian  may  remember 
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thai  the  hittorj  of  the  pftH  tcuchct  at  tlmt  tlic  tide  of  hiimaii 
ctviliMitioo  uml  pniprcM  eUn  and  flowi,  and  that  no  one  can 
foftlell  wlien  it  tnaj  take  a  westward  tnrn« 

I  am  perwmallj  quite  connnccd  tlmt  tlie  Knswian  Ctfivem* 
■K*oi  will  overstep  Uie  demarcated  frontier  at  the  firvt  o|w 
port  unit  J.  Kverj  care  haa  licen  taken  hjr  tlte  llritifdi  Com* 
mi«sioo,  hy  conceding  to  Knsita  the  heaiU  of  water-Mi|>pljr,  and 
imievd  making  anj  reaw>nalile  concemiont,  to  aroitl  diapntea 
hereafter.  Rut  to  leave  no  kiophole  for  a  watchfnl  toe  ever  on 
the  f  «i  rirv  to  aeiie  anjr  o|irning.  is  ob\ioiuljr  impomihle.  I>ia- 
pntei  mitat  arise,  and  tlie  nature  of  their  settlement  will  mainljr 
depmd  on  the  policy  of  the  Itritish  (tovemment  If  tlie  weak 
spirit  of  cnncesston  tliat  lias  licen  evincetl  for  tlie  |ia»t  two 
jrars  is  atllicftrd  to.  tlien  f»f  conrne  Kusaia  will  liavc  its  own 
war,  and  little  lijr  little  filch  from  the  Amir  tlie  little  tcrritcirj 
tliat  is  still  left  to  him  north  of  tlie  Hindu  Kusli.  It  is  indeed 
•Cmnge  tliat  tlie  0«ivrmment  of  Kiigland,  the  {lower  of  which 
in  Smithcm  Asia  is  firmly  cstnhlislieiK  slH»uhl  find  itself 
«nal4e  to  prrsmt  a  residute  front  to  tlie  unstahle  and  pra- 
esrirms  pnsition  lieUI  hy  Hunsia  in  Central  Asia.  Yet  sri  it  is. 
Indeed  fmm  |suit  events  the  wiirld  ami  the  nati«»nalities  of 
C*cntril  Asia  must  conclude  tlist  l%n<Miia  lian  tlie  stmn^rer 
posit  inn  of  the  two  in  Asia.  And  yet  mich  is  not  I  lie  caae. 
It  is  nmsi  clearly  a  false  |«4iry  to  M-ml  a  Cnmmiwkinti  to  tlie 
nofth  of  Af^tanistan  for  tlie  |Nir|«i^  of  conceiling  Afglian 
territnry  to  ItuiHtia.  It  was  the  hut  of  the  Seistan  IUinn«lary 
Commissinii  that  deci^led  tlie  wavering  miml  of  Slier  Ah  to 
trek  a  Itnssian  alliance,  and  it  can  scarrrly  lie  exfiecteil  that 
the  Amir  AUIar  Kahman  will  conceive  incrcaaeil  respect  and 
irpsrd  for  Its  if  our  Commission  curtails  tlie  limits  of  hia 
4omiaiotts.  Tlie  latest  repan  says  thai  a  frontier  has  bectt 
aKtlad  aa  ^  aa  the  Amikhui  territory.  Iml  it  seems  mnra 
than  donUlul  if  the  settlement  will  satisfy  the  Amir.  He 
may  dismmMe  hia  diamtisf action.  It  were  almost  IsHter  for 
na  to  hava  Ml  to  Russia  the  anas  ol  robUng  Afghanistan 
af  iu  tatriloffy,  than  take  on  ouraelvca  the  anuj  ol  conceJii^ 
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CHAPTER    XIII. 

MILITARY  STRENGTH  OF  PERSIA  AND  AFGIIAKI8TAX. 

WniLE  treating  of  the  respective  positions  of  England  and 
Russia  in  Asia  from  a  military  point  of  view,  it  is  scarcely 
possible  to  overlook  the  military  strength  of  Persia  and 
Afghanistan,  two  countries  which  must  of  necessity  be  in- 
timately connected  with  the  impending  stniggle.  I  can 
find  no  later  or  more  authoritative  information  on  this 
point  than  that  contained  in  a  series  of  articles  entitled 
"  Li  Kussie  et  rAngleterrc  en  Asie  Centrnlc/*  IiommI  on  or 
translated  from  an  article  written  by  M.  Lessar,  and  pub- 
lished in  the  '  Journal  dcs  Sciences  Militaires.'  Tlic  follow- 
iufj  is  a  r^sunU  from  the  article  (Part  V.)  in  the  numlwr  for 
Marcli  188G:— 

"  Tlio  IVrsisin  army,  acconling  t<»  tlif»  oflicial  dnctimonfs  to 
which  wt'  havo  had  accoHH,  hIiowh  an  <»frt»rtivo  total  of  10«VlOO 
nic'Ti,  mainly  compoRtMl  an  uiidfr:  artillory,  5(KNI;  infiintry, 
r.3,000;  cavalry,  regular  and  irrt-gular,  HljiKK);  niilifta,  7lHK). 
ThcBo  numln^rs,  however,  in  n'ality  exint  only  on  ivifier.  Accord- 
ing to  a  Hrmnn  iKKued  by  tlie  Shah  in  Jaly  lH7/i,  tho  IVmiun 
army  was  to  Iw  recniitcd  acconling  tf»  a  n»gidar  Myxtem,  and  to 
bo  maintained  at  a  fixed  poace-8tn»n^th.  Sorvice  for  lifo  wan  to 
bo  replaced  by  a  perio<l  of  obligatory  ^ervic<»  of  twelve  yvmrn 
duration.  This  firman  has  never  lK»cn  carried  into  effect.  (.Hirii*- 
tians,  Jews,  and  Gucbres  aro  excused  from  military  service. 

"  Abbas  Mirza  first,  in  1H23,  cndeavourc<]  to  intniduce  into  tlio 
Persian  army  somo  systcu)  of  or^nisation ;  but  it  waa  the  |ire- 
sent  Shah,  Nasr-ud-din,  who  fonncnl  the  idea  of  organiaing  liis 
army  on  tho  European  system,  and  employing  Oennan  and  Ana* 
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tmn  iniilnirtonL  Tin*  tmk  of  rjirrvin;;  into  cfr««cl  lliM  uUm  wm 
tiifni»tr<l  ti*  lii«  IVtRM*  MiiiiMtrr,  MirxA  T«kki  KliAn,  Atwl  •tilMte« 
i|iirtifly  In  liiilf-4Ml«uu*ii  f*flirr  Hmx*r«wiv(*  Miiii«lc*ni  «/ War.  Tli« 
rlti«^cliflSctilli<*«  viilli  wliirh  tlH*M»  tniiitiitcni  linvt*  IumI  to  crmf i*ihI 
ar»  tlie  |«tvrrlr  «/  tUv  InNnmrj,  tli<*  iMTulntMimi  uT  flii^  nflW»<*ri 
rkar;;^^  wtfli  iIm  |viytiH*nt  nf  iIh*  lni**|Mi,  aimI  tlir  cnti««^|iictit  itit- 
|tiwMMliilify  nf  rtiMtniiK  t«i  i1m«  lnM>|»4  tlii*  rt*ci*i|»t  nf  tW  pay  tlti<*  to 
tlH-m.  Wtfliiit  iIm*  UiiI  r*-w  ymm  llii*  SliaJi  Iiaji  |i1acv(1  flM«  rtitir^ 
c^vtifnil  ati<l  tii«tM;;«-iiH'iit  of  I  Ik*  nniiy  in  iIh«  Ii«ihU  «*f  Iiim  tliird 
•>4^  rtililltnl  N«il»iiii  MilLiiia,  l*ut  Willi  ii<»  viTV  iMli»fa«itiry  mmll*. 
TYmi  Mili%<«  «i|lM*fnt  arr  iiim|«il>]r,  bihI  i^iifittil  fl»f  t\m  tjiilt«*«  of 
titrtr  |if«ir«-«»i(4i,  i»liili*  tlio  Kiint|H*«n  iii»lnirlnf«  Iiavo  tM<vi*r  xvi 
mim*r«l«<«l  ill  r»i*ri  •■iiitf  aiiv  n^nl  aMllH^rilv  o%i»r  cith«^  i4Rerm  nf 
Mtii.  Ami  ^rrl  iIm*  IVthiiiii  f<wH-w»l«lirr,  if  wril  ilrilM  ami  dis- 
ri|*liiM'«l,  aitti  Ir*!  Iiv  ^*mii1  <>(li<*i*ni,  limi  all  tin*  i|iialili4*«  ihat  f^o  to 
Mak«  a  fir»t-nit«*  »*l«li«*r.  IUmIIv  (c«1  aii«l  can*«)  fur  as  Im  ia,  liia 
|«nr«<m  of  <*ii«lif riii^  (ali^^vH*  art*  aaloatnliiiK." 

Tlic  whirr  llirit  incittioita  tlic  tievrnil  }0^<lc«  of  ofltcen  iiimI 
i»>ifi<«iittiuti^totKMl  «»fliocri  in  tlte  IVrainii  ami}*,  unil  iiiaiii* 
tain*  that  tlte  lii;;licr  tlir  ^^ilc  tlie  lower  ilie  ttiitHUnl  of 
HHimlity.  I  liave  rcoaim.  liowevcr.  to  liclieve  tliat  there  are 
»>4  a  frw  liotiouraUe  cxc«'|Hi<mfl  to  this  ^leral  rule.  Tlie 
writer  oniiti  to  remark  tliai  tliere  are  two  iltf^tinct  claatea  of 
rfTnian  oOicrr*— oiie  coittp(Me<l  of  llie  iioliility,  wlio  earlj  riit 
t'i  nitu|«irati\rlj  litj^li  rank,  ami  tlie  oilier  of  men  of  lowlj 
cin;:in.  wli«>  \*y  interval  or  aliilily  attain  t<>  llie  cotnmiiMtoneil 
gT»«le.  ainl  ntrly  riM^  aliove  tlie  rank  4»f  rfi|»iiiin  (§9*finm)  or 
miguf  (jM'^rX  Wliatever  tlic  nionil  cliaracler  of  llie  lower 
eUa*  of  fiOierra,  I  ran  fr«tin  perwmal  ei|ieri<*nce  nay  Uial  aMNC  at 
lra«t  of  llie  fifheera  of  pooil  fainilj  ar«  far  from  neglectful  of 
ike  eflictencj  of  llie  corpc  umler  llit*ir  coinnuind«-«uqit  wlikh 
Af«  often  recnitUil  Aod  ofRcerrd  fr^jot  llieir  own  trtbet  and 
fanulir^ 

Aft^  •tatinj;  that  the  e«tiiUi<ihttient  of  m  IVr«tan  tnftintfjr 
ffvgimmt  cnmiau  of  33  ofiicmi.  40  iioo-eomniiaaioncil  ofHoert, 
mm!  700  rank  aiKl  file«  the  writer  coutinuea:— 

**  AltiiO«gli  iImi  rrfvaafi  GttTrnimetil  liaa  </  Ul«  yrmtn  Itfui^t 
mf  a  largv  »««ilM>f  of  moiknk  S^****  i^^l  iraafOM,  ami  baa  ratab- 
Ii4w4  ai  TeWraA  a  gmn  ami  aMall-arM  UtUwy,  tta  amnMi'Bla 
ba  rrgardid  aa  in  a  itiafaciofy  eondiiion. 
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"  Tho  regular  cavalry  consiBts  only  of  Uio  Sliah'a  body-guanl 
and  three  squadrons.  Tho  remaining  79  n^gimonts  of  cavalry  arc 
all  irregular,  and  composed  of  nomads^  oommandotl  by  tlieir  own 
chicfn.  This  irregular  cavalry  is  the  most  efficient  portion  of 
the  Persian  anny,  and  the  only  one  capable  of  doing  really  gooil 
service  in  time  of  war. 

"  The  artillery  is  supposed  to  consist  of  20  regiments  of  three 
or  four  batteries  each,  and  each  battciy  of  from  four  to  eight 
gun». 

"  There  is  one  battalion  of  engineers  500  strong,  and  a  police 
force  of  24  battalions,  with  an  effective  of  from  250  to  500  men 
per  battalion/' 

The  writer  then  makes  mention  of  the  tvfangcku^  whom  he 
tcrniB  militia,  mounted  and  dismountecL  From  uiy  own 
personal  ex}>erience,  I  may  say  that  the  (u/tnigchis  arc  quite 
useless  for  military  purposes,  as  they  are  only  armctl  with 
superannuated  muskets,  and  have  no  discipline  or  organisa- 
tion. As  internal  police  they  may  be  of  some  little  use ;  but 
from  all  I  heard  and  saw  during  my  travels  in  Persia  in  1881 
and  1 885, 1  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they  seldom  received 
any  pay,  and  that  they  were  conse<piently  obliged  to  ckc  out 
their  livelihooil  by  bcj;pii;^  or  extorting  contributions  from 
travellers — and  that  not  unfrequently  they  had  a  distinct 
understanding's  conducing  to  their  own  pecuniary  advantage, 
with  the  gangs  of  highway  robbers  from  whom  they  are 
supi>oscd  to  i»rotcct  wayfarers. 

1  am  able  from  personal  knowle<lge  to  enilorsc  two  of  the 
writer's  statements — viz.,  that  the  Persian  infantry  |)osscsscs 
sterling:  sohliering  qualities,  and  that  the  Persian  irregular 
cavalry  is  capable  of  doing  excellent  ser>'ice.  In  tho  days  of 
Abbas  Mir/a,  British  ollicers  held  those  posts  in  the  Persian 
army  wliicli  of  late  years  have  been  filled  by  officers  of  tho 
Austrian,  liussian,  German,  and  other  European  armies. 
Since  the  jHKice  of  Turkomanchai  in  1828,  no  Ilritish  oHiccrt 
have,  to  the  best  of  my  knowlcilge,  8or>'ed  in  the  Shah's  army. 
Wliether,  with  a  view  to  the  existing  state  of  Central  ^Vsian 
affairs,  the  interests  of  the  British  empire  have  gained  any- 

*  The  mriter  i»  quite  wrong  in  uning  th«  word  ''nooMML"  Mo»t  ol  (Im 
tribee  which  furnish  the  PersiMi  irreguUr  caTalry  hsTt  islUtd  btbiUtioae. 
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Uiiii^  bj  thin  elimiimtion  of  UritUh  inflnftir^  from  Pertia 
mm\  tl>e  IVmuin  anuj,  U  matter  for  f^vt  (louU.  It  U  but 
luitanil  that  the  presence  ami  influence  of  llritish  olRccrt 
•Itottkl  •trvn;:t]ien  tlie  strong  leaning  towards  a  Uritiah 
alliance,  um  a  Mfeguanl  against  Knssian  aggression,  thai 
nnikmUedlT  animates  very  many  Persians  of  all  ranks,  from 
the  highest  to  the  lowest. 

Having  n*cnurso  to  a  quite  in4le|<cmU*nt,  ami  I  think  more 
reliaUe.  tlntugli  Icm  recent  authoritj  tlrnn  tlie  'Journal  das 
Sctrnci*s  Militairen/  we  gather  tlie  following  facts  rcktive  to 
the  Mn*ngth  ami  ctmdition  f>f  the  Persian  army.  Its  nominal 
strength  is  ptit  down  as  G4,500  infantry.  4500  drillctl  cavalry, 
20.0110  nndrilM  cavalry.  5300  artillery.  90  camc*l  artillery.  100 
mgincers,  and  6550  militia,  giWng  a  total  t>f  101.040.  The 
artnal  utrcngth  is  sai«l  to  l«:  .t5.400  infantry.  3.'U>0  dnlle«l 
cavalry,  12.1.*^)  umlhllcd  cavalry.  2500  artillm*.  90  camel 
arttlk*ry,  100  engineers,  and  1310  militia,  giving  a  total  of 
M.H30.  Of  tlii«  btt-nanicti  numlier.  only  24.500  men  are 
aai«l  to  Ir  |vrr«rnt  with  the  coloars.  tla*  rrniainilcr  bring  cm 
farkmgh  at  tlieir  own  lionK*s. 

Tlie  lVr*ian  anny,  as  it  n<»w  if.  Iia^  Uvn  «»r^ni«icfl — •n  for 
as  it  it  firgani%cii — tlie  infnntr}*,  artillery,  ami  engineers  by 
Aiai<rian  aiitl  Italian  tUHcvm.  ami  tin*  cavalry  l*y  CiM^ck 
eAcrrs  fnmt  Itusftia.  Without  entering  into  tkrtails  aUiut 
the  cirganiBaticm,  |<iy,  cl<*lhing,  Imrrackii.  armn,  &c.,  of  the 
IVrvtan  army,  I  will  confine  myself  to  thit  one  «|iintati<iii, 
whirh  gives  in  a  few  worils  tlie  liest  f|ualitic4  of  tlie  Permian 
soklirry  ;  *  Tlie  liorsemen  arc  gooil  ritlerm.  ami  generally  hav« 
irooil  harvly  Iwictea.  Tlie  infantry  ami  artillery  sokliers  are 
siroiig.  ami  ca|«l»le  of  emluring  great  fatigue.  A  match  of 
900  Of  400  miles,  at  an  average  rate  of  20  miles  anlay,  would 
W  thoaglil  no  eitraonlinary  feat"  Hitch  men  slimikl  be  the 
■airing  of  a  very  fine  army.  Wliat  tliey  want  is  a  set  of 
eonpetest  ami  ujtright  ofHcers,  ami  jnst  treatment  by  the 
Govefmment  they  ser\*e. 

With  repmi  to  the  Afghan  military  forces,  the  writar 
mimkB  that  he  bases  his  figures  antitely  on  information 
ulSaiMd  froai  Ea^iah  sottrocsL    He  says.  "  I  am  only  trsai* 
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ing  here  of  the  regular  troops,  trainee!  and  organised  on  tlie 
European  system,  and  comparatively  well  anuecL  Tlicse 
troops  are  divided  into  three  armies,  thus  distributed  over 
Afghanistan :  In  the  Kabul  pronncc,  17,600  infantry,  7300 
cavalry,  106  guns;  in  the  Herat  proxdnce,  7300  infantiy, 
2800  cavalry,  50  guns;  in  Afglian  Turkistan,  20,500  in- 
fantry, 6000  cjivalry,  66  guns:  total,  45,400  infantry,  16,100 
cavalry,  222  guns." 

To  Englisliinen,  wlio  are  in  the  habit  of  regarding  Herat 
as  the  key  of  India,  it  will  bo  a  surprise  to  learn  that  its 
garrison  is  less  than  two-thinis  of  tliat  of  Tnkht-i-pul,  a 
f(»rtress  close  to  Italkh,  regardctl  by  the  Afghans  as  aluiost 
impregnable.  Yavorski,  in  liis  Memoirs  of  CScneral  Stolic- 
tod^s  Mission  to  Kabul  in  1878,  gives  an  interesting  descrip- 
tion of  the  fortress  of  T<aklit-i-pul.  Although  the  interest 
of  tlie  British  public  ccMitrcs  in  Herat,  and  that  city  com- 
mands the  route  by  which  India  is  most  easily  accessible, 
the  strength  of  the  Afghan  gjirrison  north  of  the  Hindu 
Kush  and  Band-i-Turkistan  rangi's  proves  tliat  the  Afghans 
arc  equally  apprehensive  of  danger  in  that  quarter.  Hiero 
are,  in  fact,  four  jijilpablo  motives  for  the  strength  of  the 
garrison  in  Afghan  Turkistan :  firstly,  that  the  line  of  frontier 
to  be  defended  from  Maimena  on  the  west  to  Faizaliail  on 
the  cast,  is  very  extended,  and  oikmi  to  invasion  not  only  by 
the  ferries  across  the  Oxus  on  the  north,  but  from  the  Mur- 
gliab  valley  to  the  west;  secondly,  that  these  khanates  are 
mostly  inhabited  by  Uzbeks,  an  alien  and  warlike  race  irho 
roqiiirc  to  V>e  kei»t  under  control  by  a  light  hand;  thinlly, 
that  tlic  passes  of  the  Hindu  Kush  being  chiscd  by  snow 
during  at  least  four  months  in  the  year,  the  permanent 
garrison  must  1)0,  if  iK>ssible,  com]Ktent  both  to  quell  in- 
ternal relxjllion  and  resist  foreign  invasion ;  fourthly,  that 
the  direct  line  of  advance  fn»m  the  north  on  Kabul  is  not 
nV2  Herat,  but  rid  lialkh  and  l^amian.  Tlie  last  motive  is 
one  that  must  also  influence  the  disposition  and  movements 
of  the  army  of  India.  ^  - 

In  his  enumeration  of  the  strength  of  the  armed  forces  of 
Afghanistan,  the  writer  in  the  'Journal  des  Sciences  Uili- 
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Uii«t'  liM  nuule  iio  meutioQ  of  Um  iiroettlftr  kWet,  ftlbetl 
the  ludiaa  Oovernutciii  in  iU  Af<*iuui  caupaigiit  hat  ever 
kmnd  theee  to  lie  iU  noet  foniii«bUo  foee.  lu  the  event, 
however,  of  a  Uutetan  invasion  of  India  ihroogh  A|gliau« 
inan,  Che  Rntaian  ijenerals  will  find — provided,  of  coniee,  tlie 
Amir  and  hie  aohjecU  prove  faithful  alliee  lo  En^and— iliat 
the  Afghan  gnerilhM  are  not  an  enen^jr  that  thejr  can  alferd 
to  ignore  er  deapiee. 
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TlIK   PAXJDEII   RACK  MEKTIXG, 
21kt  and  22d  Makcii  1885. 

It  was  decided  hoi  no  flayn  np)  to  got  up  Honie  ii|M>rtM  amongiit 
tho  TnrkoinaiiB  (iSanikH),  and  to  Icavo  tliein  to  iiiaiin;;o  it  in  tbcir 
own  fasliioiu  Acconlin|;1y,  all  the  lioaflnion  of  tho  difleront  tec- 
tions  wero  invited  to  tho  BritiHh  ramp  on  tho  19th,  and  the*/ 
were  ankod  to  draw  up  a  prograniniu  of  their  own.  1000  karans 
(=  about  £33,  Gh.  8d.)  was  tlio  sum  plainnl  at  thoir  disposal  for 
prizes.  It  was  agreed  tliat  this  was  too  much  to  spend  in  coo 
day,  HO  it  waH  unanimouKly  decided  to  have  a  two  days'  meeting. 
Tho  following  programmo  was  thon  drawn  u}!.  I  slumKI  men- 
tion that  Turkomans  in  ag(>ing  thoir  hontos  do  not  count  the  first 
year ;  consequently  what  they  call  a  two-year-old  is  in  reality 

tlu-ee. 

Fur  IforMi,     Thru  Hacts, 

1.  DintAnco,    3<mm»  piiccs. 

2.  II  2<HK)      1. 

3.  11  l(XK)      M 


for  Coltt  three  ytan  ol*L 
1.    Distance,     1000  pace*. 


2. 
3. 


II 


81 N) 
5(N) 


II 

M 


For  Coltt  two  years  oUL 
1.    Dintance,      800  paces. 


2, 

a 


II 


800 


•I 


M 


Priio, 

M)  kanais.1 

«i 

40 

•• 

II 

30 

M 

Thrte  Unets, 

IVixo, 

.11 »  karant. 

«i 

2o 

«• 

•1 

15 

n 

Thrc4  Uatt4, 

Priw, 

&(»  karanft. 

t« 

15 

ti 

•1 

10 

N 

For  Vdtt  on€  year  ol^L 
1.   Distance,      54M)  ptices.  Prixc,    lo  karant. 


'  On«  IviransSd.  at  present  r»le  uf  exdisiigai 
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fVrmtli»f. 


Total  (ir  iirijeM,  276  Xifmiu.  In  Ailditioci  to  thta,  50  XwmtiM 
wm  to  be  ei|«efKleil  eacli  <Ujr  in  tlio  imrrluMo  of  clulh  ami  otiirr 
tri6r«  fine  oantiAl  iiriim,  W»a%-tnf;  a  balaoco  of  1 76  X-arwiM  Icir  extfaa. 
H<*w  cMrtitial  tlita  rrsenre  of  ftmcb  waa  will  bo  altown  in  tbo 

At  an  90u\y  Itonr  oti  tlie  Bi«iniiiig  of  tlio  AVwac  (tlio  New  Year** 
Ihkj  of  the  Pfrwianii,  Turkoctiaoa,  ami  oilier  Central  Asian  nirr«| 
fiilltof;  on  tho  XI  at  Marcli},  tbo  Karvk  bcadmon  brgan  to  aaamil4o 
at  tbe  Uritiiib  cmmfs  ami  before  9  oVInck  all  rotlo  flown  with 
C*a{itam  Vato  (CokuM*!  Kiil^vwaj  \v(i  Panjdch  Ictr  iinlmn  on  30th 
>lafrb)  to  tlio  gnwml,  wlion*  llio  vahoiia  cliatanc«'«  bail  bem 
■Mtfkf^l  mit  in  a  •traii^t  lino  frnm  tbo  winiiini;  •  poat  by  liftlo 
l»r«|«i  of  aamL  Hio  firwt  raro  lifonglit  Umr  iKiniea  to  tlio  pool, 
ami  ibr  MoromI  am!  tbinl  tlirro  racb.  Tlie  jockoya  worr  all  Una^ 
abowtn;;  tbat  tbo  Turk««nan  full/  omWrntamlii  tlio  ailYantaf;o  of 
|Hittiiif;  tip  a  li{;lit  wrii^lit.  Some  tliooaami  oild  TnrkoaMUi*  were 
aMonil49«l«  Mtlini;  aii<l  9tamltit|^  in  ikmUo  or  trrblo  rt»wa  r\nm  to 
tbo  »t»nin;*-|««t,  or  rallirr  livap,  o|i|Hiaito  to  wbtcli  wi*fi*  lioatrtl 
im  atatt*  all  tbo  ItHihrntlns  or  lioailmon,  wttb  tbo  iMh'm^  tbo 
Ift.v',  ami  a  nombrr  of  miyftit  ami  wii/Mt,  all  of  wIkhh  mnk  bigb 
in  tbo  onlor  of  |w««r«<flMin»  l»y  %tftiio  of  llM*tr  rrli|;iotta  €nlltn|(« 
TW  n»i4iov  (ir  priiOHi  waa  iiiirnait<«l  ttt  tlio  bomlmnn  of  tbo 
Ktikbtta  (iIm*  Uri^^,  rirlio*!,  ami  »o»l  imwrrlWl  arrti<in  of  tbo 
Samka),  Ak  Mttltansmml  W  namr,  liot  alwaya  afklreoarU  b^  tbo 
i»««|4i*  Itjr  bio  titW*  •/  Cliil  lUt«ir.  Umi  giYing  of  tbo  |4iar«  waa 
Ifjr  mi  m»ana  tbo  Iraat  anlmma  of  tbo  dotiao.  Tlio  btiroo  ami 
f«4t  raoTit,  tmlrr«l  tbo  wlioU  martini;,  preomtod  a  act*no  of  intmi« 
omntenwnt,  otttbnaiaam,  ami— it  mnal  bo  atUnittotl^-ronlbaion;, 
tbal  woold  abock  Ibo  pff«ipriotioo  of  llritiab  IreipMntoni  of  tbo 
UvC  TIm  aUrtinf -pi^nt  of  tbo  Wmgool  reoa  boinf  1000  jnnk 
4iaianl  in  a  alrni|^  lino  fran  tbo  wiMiinf*poiiit — waa  of  eonreo 
ont  M  oiclK.  Tbo  iWtaila  of  tbo  atari  ninal  tborolbro  rent  a  nijro- 
lacjr.  Prroentlj  tbo  kmt  borma  tmmm  In  aigbt,  oxrttonM*nt  frew 
and  tbo  apoctalore  (tbo  clot ka  of  tba  oonmo  and  tbo  polioa 
bj  tboir  ■liaenoa»  nor  du  1  tlunk  tbal  rrott 
oAorta  wonki  bare  cwbad  tbo  a^ar  tbrenf )  bognn 
all  aUmf  Ibo  Iimc    Tbo  tamt  jnroftiW  jocka  wore 
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Boen  riding  all  they  know  {i.e.,  u  la  Turkoman,  but  not  exactly  'I 
la  Fred  Arclior),  their  Icga  flying  in  all  tlirectiona,  antl  flogging 
away  with  all  their  might  Tlicir  whips  are  not  atraight  ami 
cutting  like  oum,  but  short-handled,  with  a  hmg  plaited  li^ather 
lash,  witii  which  they  ctit  beliin<l  them,  striking  the  horse  on  tlie 
flanks.  When  not  flogging,  they  w^hirled  the  whip  round  ami 
round  in  the  air.  They  had  no  idea  of  going  straight,  ami  many 
a  race  was  lost  by  the  horse  ninning  wide.  Tliert*  in  no  doubt 
that  the  Turkoman  jockey  might  learn  a  thing  or  two  by  tlM« 
study  of  Captain  Horace  Hayc's  essays  on  race-riding.  Tlicir 
translation  into  Tnrki  iM  a  desideratum.  One  race  being  jnst 
like  another,  no  need  to  describe  each  in  detail,  llie  ownem  of 
the  horses  or  colts  running,  invariibly  waited  for  and  met  them 
about  a  couple  of  hundi*c<l  yanls  from  home,  ami  then  nnle  in 
alongside  of  them,  sliouting  and  yelling  with  all  tbeir  might. 
The  winner  at  onco  turned  his  horse  and  gallo|ie<l  up  to  Gul 
Hiitor,  who  handed  to  him  the  pri/^'-money,  knottc<l  in  a  bit  of 
cloth.  Waving  tliis  over  his  head,  he  then  cantereil  his  Ihvtm 
out  to  tlio  end  (»f  the  lino  of  8|>ectatorK,  and  then  turning,  ga1h»|)e«l 
h.ick  again  at  full  npced  to  the  winning-heap,  acoom|ianie<l  by 
the  owner  and  a  numlyer  of  his  friends  or  backers,  all  sliouting 
and  yelling  like  fleiidn.  Such  were  the  fixed  nices ;  Imt  these 
constituted  only  lialf  tlio  fun.  The  time  that  ela|>scd  between 
each  race,  while  the  horses  were  going  out,  was  oocupie«l  by 
mutch  after  match.  Cnuph*  af^er  cou]»le  went  out  to  race  in  for 
a  couple  of  hundred  yards  or  so,  and  every  winmT  ex|K«cte<l  a 
pri/.t» — a  karan  nr  a  pirn*  of  cloth,  or  some  such  trifle.  If  no  two 
liors(>K  were  fnrthcoming,  one  went  out  and  racnl  himself  in, 
cfpially  dtMiianding  some  recognition  of  his  exertions  in  Isdialf  of 
the  general  amuseuient.  At  o<ld  times  tmi,  when  m>  one  else 
appeared  on  tlie  arena,  the  public  crier  would  have  a  run  in  all 
to  ItimHclf,  shouting  and  t(»ssing  his  hat  in  the  air,  and  not  forget- 
ting, you  may  rest  assuretl,  to  come  up  for  his  dtfHcrHr.  Such  a 
cliarartor,  tof»,  as  ho  was  I  a  little,  wizened,  toothless,  old  man, 
with  a  comiial  face,  and  eyes  that  hwktHl  as  if  they  wen»  lienuet- 
ically  scaled.  One  might  almost  have  thought  he  had  a  |>eep- 
hole  in  the  eyelids.  Originally  a  slave,  or  the  son  of  a  •U\*e 
captured  in  8f>me  foniy,  ho  had  l>ecome,  like  many  others,  a  Turko- 
man by  ado])tion.  In  Panjdeh  there  are  many  such.  Ctiil  Ualor's 
naib  or  deputy  was  originally  a  Persian  slave  captunnl  in  a  raid. 
Xow  he  is  married  and  settleil,  and  one  of  the  leading  men  in 
Panjdvh.  But  tf)  n^turii  to  our  races,  or  mther  now  our  sbootiDg- 
matches.  These  were  commenced  early  in  the  day,  indopen* 
dently  of  the  horse-races.  All  the  mirgan$,  as  every  footman  (not 
a  tlunkey,  but  a  man  on  f<x)t)  with  a  gun  is  called  in  this  part  of 
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IW  wofU,  wm9  ctAUe^ed  al  ooo  spot,  and  rerj  »Mm  tiM  abooltiiff 
CMiflieiicect  Xo  idem  of  targHs,  amcli  \em  of  ImlUi,  otw  eotcToa 
tlirtr  aitwU.  In  abool  two  minQUs  llto  knockle-rud  of  «n  old  bil 
of  bnoo  WM  Btnck  «p  on  •  bit  of  elick  abool  4  tncbeii  aboT«»  lh« 
fCrvMoul  and  «Nno  190  jraida  (rooi  tbo  finnK>tifitnt  Than  luftli- 
wttli  all  tbe  MMryaa*  oonmonced  firing  indiacriuiioataly ;  no  roll, 
mo  ealltni^  onl  of  naaMO,  no  naming  iba  nan  to  firp.  Kverj  naan 
Jfi<t  Um  down  on  tha  grrmnd,  planta  tlia  twfwpnNi|;ad  iron  real 
altacbad  to  hi*  fpia  in  tba  grooml,  and  tlio  mtuncnt  tlio  anmka 
df^an  anflkicntlr  tn  lot  liin  ac«  tlia  o(i}«ct,  takra  aim  and  fifva. 
Tlia  ftrrt  naii  liillitiK  tlio  bona  waa  to  f^rt  tlio  |irtJtK*.  How  tito  men 
aaittnK  "P  l'*^  nuatk  ware  not  aliot  ta  a  njatrrj.  llardljr  wera 
tbrir  bamla  olT  tlia  Imnr,  than  bati^  want  a  |ptn  and  a  bnllai 
wliiaapd  within  a  law  ^*t  of  tliam,  tiol  to  mention  all  tlia  Mnall 
hay  araitini;  to  nta  in  and  htinl  Air  old  Imllcta.  Uan;;  I  ban^  I 
l^nra  cm  tba  faaiUil<>,  cmljr  a  ccaaation  at  tiiii«>a  fcir  lombni;.  Al 
la«t  a  man  hita  tba  bmia,  up  ba  Jnmpa  with  a  alMMtt,  tonara  bia 
€ap  in  tbr  air,  and  mabaa  off  fine  tba  priar.  I  ahall  mH  raailjr 
lur^  my  dilemma  (I  waa  looking  on  at  faio  of  thoae  abooCing* 
matc4iaa)  when  tlmn*  10011,  each  claiming  to  bara  bit  tlie  mark, 
ami  rarb  iMcki^l  np  br  a  rnnrd  of  Irtruda,  raahcd  at  mr  and 
tbnaigv^il  anmiHl  ma«  each  clamonnng  in  l«NNlrr  and  abriOar  TnrkI 
than  tlio  other.  With  aoma  diflbmlty  I  indoced  tba  threa  claim- 
ant«  to  divide  tlie  90  lufntM  betwt*en  them. 

\^lM>n  tlie  hortte-nM>ing  waa  o%*er  ilia  wrmlling  rommrneed. 
At  iral  only  tbt*  tnrm^  nnlad  rliampiona  rntemi  the  artmi,  bnl 
era  bmg  a  aeon*  of  coa|t|«Hi  were  aeen  joining  in  tba  frajr.  Crrty 
oiN»  wbo  threw  bia  mum  iimmptljr  clainMnl  a  prtae. 

Then  liillowed  tba  emmel-raer,  wbiob  waa  proilnrfiTe  of  any 
amnnnl  of  fan  and  mefrinwtit,  tba  cameU  raabing  bttbrr  and 
Ibttber  tbmngh  tl|e  crowd  of  onlookera,  who  anrgetl  Ihrwnid  mm 
to  tbe  conrtr,  arging  on  tba  baaata  with  aboata  ami  Uowa.  Tim 
aatantBhing  ymtX  of  tba  boaineea  waa  that  no  one  waa  tramplad 
feut  by  the  eictted  animals 

Alter  tba  meeting  tba  Tnrknman  bamlman  all  n^ntned  to  tba 


BfitiA  eamp  to  drink  ten,  and  many  of  tbam  apant  tba  nigbl 
tkMa»  tbetr  liimin  being  at  a  conaiderabla  diatanee. 

If  aaanm  donUM  if  tba  aecimd  day  of  tba  Pan/leb  ffmtkmmm 
Dama  oC  On  tba  XJd  Marcb,  antbentic  newa  af 
'a  adYai«ea  rfaobad  Piu^|deb,  and  perbapa  tba  numrnin 
af  it  cnnettt  on  tba  ltd  waia  ao  diaqniating  aa  to  p«t  a  atop  la 
•n  fcativa  paatmiiab 

Tnrki— an  Waaa  in<in§  natarally  leatla  to  a  fcw  remarka  o« 
TiikiBii  bmaaaL  Cear  ainoa  Genetml  Valentine  Baker  tiaTalM 
in  SCaHlwffm  Nfain,  aama  tan  m  taralea  yanrt  ^«s  that  pnttiott  af 
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IImi  RvMkiui  \fj  fbfftti  f4  anna  al  PunjMi,  and  wh^thar  ba  wm 
riglrt  or  wmo^  in  fpvitig  tlirni  thia  ailvioa.  Aa  fnr  tho  &r4etclMHl 
raipM  mstnoaf  iotis  pat  Inrwanl  by  iho  "  wrlUinfomied  rorranpond* 
rnl "  cif  Ibe  '  Timcfl  of  India,*  baned  aa  ihrj  am  on  the  iinauliataD* 
tial  Cn«in«lalinn  of  a  Frrnch  tranalatioii  of  a  Rnaatan  Teraton  of 
tlia  or*fTvapnn(lt*t>cn  ilial  tnnk  plaoo  at  tlial  time  lietwtH*n  Ca|itain 
Val«  ami  Colonel  %akn*li«*frakt,aiKl  of  a  fi^tlrd  antl  inmrrvct  atato- 
il  of  tW  ooaraa  of  ermta,  the/  nn^t  littlo  attaotknL  Anjr 
can  quota  accklcntal  pa«aa|^f«  fmoi  a  aon««  of  Mtcfa  and 
hmtm  an  J  cooclimion  ho  chooM^  on  thrm.  I  bplievo  that  any  oor- 
ftHiHondrnra  ovrr  writtm  can.  if  |irn|icrly  and  akilfiilly  diam^etrd, 
bo  aMvlo  to  pfmlort*  any  n?quiriHl  rfllect.  Bnt  nnf<irttinal«ly  for 
tl>«  *  Timcv  i4  linlia  *  fliiMM«ctor,  lio  liaa  aliofni  himnelf  tnoapaldo 
of  j«t|;;ing  cofTvctly  wlial  tUimiM  lia  eat  away  and  what  aboakl  lio 
rrtaiard.  lit*  attiwipt*  to  idiow  that  Caiilain  Vata  is  a  mt*n» 
c«^rtmaa  rar|iH-kni^it,  anil  th«*n  pnicr<<<lii  to  f^oote  a  |iaMa|;o 
fmoi  ntM*  nf  hia  iett(*r«,  in  which  lia  wnnia  t)i«  Uitimian  rhi«*f  of 
ibfi  MaflT  that  thr  Amir  luui  onlcr«*«l  bin  p*n€*rabi  to  open  firo 
on  tlia  Knaaiann  if  tlK*y  AtteRi|it  l<*  forr«*  tlM*in  to  i*raraato 
tbatr  pf^*«<'Ot  |«o«ition.  Ami  yH  tin*  **  wc*ll*inliiruir<l  una  **  euu* 
trwilii  tliat  (Captain  Valo  Iwui  ahown  him«i*lf  wanlin^;  in  *'  qoali* 
t»r«  «<  tbi»  at«*nirr  •ort."  I  maintain  tliat  tli«  aU*Y««  qnoiAti«ifli 
prorra  titat  C*.a|itain  Vata  roabi  and  di^l,  arlH>n  hr  flb*«*m<Hl  it  n<«cf>a- 
aary.  rin|4oy  a  dnn,  ami  at  iIm  MkMn*^  time  ooarleinia,  allitmb*  in 
bia  mfTv«|»«wbticw  with  C/»»lom»l  /akrrWw«kl  It  ia  cxd^ailmi^ly 
^orpfutin;*  tliat  a  **  wrll  iii(«iniM>il  corTrii|«imb>nt  **  ahoabl  \mmc  bia 
anpim^nta,  not  on  tin*  (acta  of  the  raai*,  Init  on  a  fpiH4e*l  r^fmion 
of  r>*rtain  rocrr«pnn«biic<»,  Tho  mt-tr  fAct  of  cbtin;*  an  alioakl 
Mark  bin  alb*pilN4i«  «iitb  tin*  atamp  n(  aitrr|ial*ihly  ami  Wf«nli* 
b««nia«%.  A«  fi*r  bia  ca|m<HM  rrmarku  aUmt  tita  oArr  «if  Dr 
tHrr«*«  mr>r\itr%  it  taaa  alwaya  bcm  mtiai«b-r«H|  tliat  aorli  ofli»rB 
ara  liat  acta  «/  onlinary  coarli'ay.  To  raril  at  unch  an  act  mrrrly 
tba  Mtml  di*tmminati<^  of  a  WAr|««d  mimi  to  fp%-e  mm  evil 
to  Uh*  bnM  hannlc«a  tUt^L  It  nuy  |ai)aaibly,  alan,  bare 
iv4  on af tail  In  iIm*  **  wrlUinl^irmfpil  otto**  tliat  tlia  acoaptalion  of 
llr  t>wm*»  arrrirca  al  tliat  critical  m«4nent  aroaki  bavi*  analdad 
Ib^  llntiab  rp|««<«i«ntatir«»  at  raiii<lrb  to  cwrry  oat  at  ill  batj;t*r  tbo 
br  bail  rpcHtrd,  which  wrfw  to  natntAin  hi*  |ioaitkMI 


al  l*tan}drb  aa  Um%$^  aa  iioaMl4c\  Tba  '  Tintra  of  Imlui  *  eorrrw| 
4ml  fartbaf  r|«i4ra  a  Wtar  hnm  Captain  Yate  arritim  aAar  tba 
i||bf,  aakin|(  dr  an  tntacrirw  with,  ami  an  earart  from,  tlia  lioa- 
aiaML  If  ba  intrmla  to  tm|4y  by  tliia  f|nolaliai>— liir  lia  naoally 
•nakaa  a  mnl «/  iml  ripUininK  tlia  ob^^  of  bta  f|aoi«tioiia«i>tbat 
CaptaMi  lata  aba«ld  nol  ha%'a  tb^iio  ao,  than  let  bim  ai^ua  amb»r» 
UmI  Onrtaln  Yata'a  aula  ok^  wm  to  aroiil  leaving  Kan). 
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dch.     Had  he  Buccoeded  in  effecting  liiM  object,  then  Panjdi'li 
might  Ktill  be  under  Britinh  and  Afghan  inflnencc.     Dot  tlie  Run* 
Bians  knew  that,  as  long  as  a  Britinh  repreacntatiTe  rcniaim'd 
there,  the  Saniks  would  not  finally  conio  over  to  them.     To  thin 
may  l>e  attributed  Colonel  Alikanofl^s  resort  to  tbo  eztremo  ainl 
unjustifiable  nieA8un!»  of  urging  the  Turkomans  to  attack  the 
BritiKh  camp,  and  General  KomaroflfH  extn*mo  dilatorineaa  in 
sencling  the  esc^ort  aitked  for.     I  would  further  ask  tlnwo  who 
are  diB|>o8cd  to  place  any  credence  in  the  inainnationa  «>f  tlie 
corrc8{)ondent  of  the   'Times  of  India,'  tliat   Captain  Yate  is 
*'  wanting  in  virtues  of  a  positive  and  activo  character,  and  in 
qualities  of  the  sterner  sort"  (what  beautifully  vague   termin- 
ology!), to  read  once  more  tho  accounts  that  have  ap|iearetl  of 
the  events  at  Panjdeh  from  20tli  to  30th  Man*li,  of  tJio  retreat 
from    Panjdeh    to   Oulran,   and    of  tho  disastrous   march  over 
tlio  Au-Katid  Pass  and  its  conKcquenceH.     If  after  tliat  any  one 
will  deny  to  Captain  Yate  the  iHWKeMsion  of  **  qualities  of  tW 
sterner  sort,"  &c,  Sic,  thru  I  am  willing  to  admit  that  tho  '*  well- 
infonned  one"  is  hettrr  informed  than  I  am.      I  further  again 
repeat  that  what  that  **  well-infonne<l  one  "  calls  "  the  story  of 
Panjdch  in  outline"  is  at  once  inaccurate  in  {lointa  of  detail,  ami 
deliherately  oinits  all  those  facts  that  would  make  tho  version  a 
true  and  not  an  absolutely  one^idcil  one. 
I       However,  the  main  aHegation  against  Captain  Yate  is,  that  lie 
I  did  advise  the  Afghans  to  resist  the  Uussians  by  forcit  of  arms, 
I  and  that  he  should  not  have  done  so.     Now  I  desire  liret  to  ask 
'  why,  if  there  was  no  intention  of  fighting,  were  tho  Afglians 
eounsi'lled,  with  the  sanction  of  tho   Home  Government — for 
Lord   (vranville   in '  the   House  of   Ijords  o|>enly  expressed  liia 
a]>proval  of  General  Lunisden*s  advice  to  the  Afghans,  and  we 
know  now  that  that  advice  was  'at  least  ultimately)  to  oi^fwise 
by  anned  force  any  further  Uussian  encnwichments — to  semi  a 
force  of,  inehidiiig  irregulars,  about  3<KH)  men  to  Panjdeh?     We 
find  liOrd  (iranville  and  Sir  Peter  Luiiisdrn  o|K^nly  approving  of 
armed  n>siKtance,  and  yet  eflorts  are  being  made  to  impugn  the 
jiulgincnt  and  discretion  of  a  junior  officer.     As  for  that  well* 
iiifonned  correspondent  of  the  '  Times  of  India,'  ho  argues  tliat 
Captain  Yat(*  had  no  right  to  interpn^t  the  meaning  of  the  agre<^ 
nicnt  of  the  IGth  March  difVerently  from  (leneml  KomnnifT;  in 
fact,  that  he  was  virtually  to  take  his  instnictions  fntm  tho 
Knssian  (iovernment.      It  has  come  to  light  (*ro  this   tlial  Mr 
Gladstone  and  lionl  (iranville  put  on  that  agn*ement  an  inter- 
jtretation  that  it  could  not  iiossibly  U^ar;  but  f4»r  that  they,  not 
('aptain  Yate,  aru  n>s|K)nsibIo.     He  was  runiislK*«l  witli  the  oity 
of  an  agreement  puriK>rting  to  stijiulate  that  ncitlier  KussiaDs 
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mm  AfgliAM  9hoM  mixmnc^  atiolher  9tc|i.  Tli«  Ar»;lMUM  ro- 
mamcil  HUtinnar^r,  while  Kamaniir  wttli  3000  mem  ndr^in^  from 
llurml  Imam  to  Kbal-t«|«  (40  mikni).  Does  mnj  ono  ulill  «kmU 
tlMt  the  RiMswiui  were  wtlfnl  ani^Miocm?  U  any  ruie  m  in- 
fMuated  M  to  brlirve,  after  revirwtni;  in  ht»  miml  tlie  comloci 
of  the  RoMiane  from  Xorembrr  to  April  huit,  tliat  tliry  woskl 
ha%e  l«en  aaltsBod  with  anything  short  of  an  oempalioQ  of 
rianj<leh  ?  Kren  LahI  C^rmnvillo,  in  oormi|ioiMlc*nre  pobliihed  in 
the  Unt  lllne-book,  chargen  the  RoMuana  with  liaving  wilfnllr 
mtmX  dplibemtely  attacked  the  Afghans  wit  hoot  provocation,  atia, 
what  i«  more,  refnnefl  to  recede  from  tliat  charge.  Ulien  th« 
Secretary  of  State  icir  Foreign  Aflaim  maintains  that  tlie  Afghans 
were  within  their  rights,  and  that  th««  colltstoo  was  nnjoMttftably 
(nfred  on  hy  the  KiiMtian*,  is  any  one  going  to  contend  tlial 
Taptatn  Vate,  the  Bntisli  n*pre«entative  at  Panj<U*h,  scting  under 
I^nnl  (tran Title's  fmlvrs,  was  wnmg  in  dtn-lining  to  arretle  to  tlie 
Rnssian  demand  that  tlie  Afghans  should  entindy  eracnata  tha 
left  hank  *4  the  Khuslik  ?  Ii««  did  all  that  a  desire  to  avoi«l  a  colli- 
aton—cottiUtted  with  tlie  determinatioti  to  eiact  from  the  Rnssinns 
tbr  n*spi<ri  doe  to  tlie  agreement  of  16tli  March,  as  nmimQuicnted 
hy  I^wil  Ctranvilh*,  and  coo»iiit**ntly  with  tlie  Amir's  onlers  to  hit 
grnrrala  to  n*«i«t  by  f*«rce  any  further  Rossian  aih'ance  per- 
iiitttt*«l  of  his  doing.  It  is  wi*ll  known  that  tlie  bantks  mmle  him 
refvsi^l  olfiTi  iff  armed  aft«iiitancc*  against  tlie  Rnsniiins,  and  tlial 
hr  steailily  duiciHiragiHl  any  int«*rf«*renre  wliatevrr  ihi  th«'ir  part, 
atrraigly  nrging  th4*m  to  rrtnain  |«*rlertly  o«*ntral  Wnrkr«l  upon, 
as  tlie  Samka  tlien  were,  by  the  strofi^^mt  feelings  of  f««ar  and 
etcttement,  it  aars  not  a  little  for  tlio  Untiah  rt- pffeentative  tlial 
be  succeeded  in  preventing  them  fmm  taking  any  active  part  in 
iba  events  of  tliat  time.  When  the  Naib  Halar  rsceivetl  Cteiieral 
Kumartjtf**  altimatom  on  tlie  StNh,  he  atsl  Cteneral  (llians-nd  din 
bad  a  long  rotivfrsatioo  with  C'sptsin  Yate  pnor  to  his  int«>rvtew 
wif b  C  olonel  Xakrrbewski  in  tlie  afti*moon.  In  tliat  conversation, 
as  a  matter  of  coarse,  the  Afglwui  generals  tobi  CViptam  Yntn 
what  tbe  Amtr'a  of«lrre  srare,  and  what  conrse  they  intended  to 
•Aefd  aknnbl  tbe  Rnaaian  gsneral  actnally  make  his  tbreale^sJ 
aftncb.  Having  thna  acquainted  himself  with  thetr  riewa,  C*a|w 
tain  Yala  leH  btmaelf  jnstifleil  in  suting,  iluring  bis  snleeqnanl 
inlmiiisn  with  Cobmel  ICakrebewski,  tbat  llir  Rnasian  rrqueal  far  n 
rimplslt  eraamtton  of  tbe  left  bank  of  tbe  Khnabk  cnvbl  not  \m 
csmjiliid  with,  altliougb  an  artangement  might  be  come  to  about 
in  tbe  A^(ban  vsib*tteik  On  the  avening  of  tlie  tlHb  bn 
cottfrnvd  with  tbe  Afghan  generals  and  YalantaUi  Khan, 
lbs  A%bsn  Oovamor  of  ran>lek  They  all  adWrtd  firmly  to 
tbsir  poseioos  opinbms  tbal  an  evacnalioo  of  lbs  Ml  bank  of  tbo 
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KliUHhk  without  aroKort  tonrtiiH  wnii  inmtiKiKtcnt  with  tho  Ami 
ordevR  niul  with  \\iv  iimintoiintico  of  Af^hiiii  nilo  in  PaiijiWh. 
will  thuH  lie  Rcon  that  whntovor  Captain  Vute*8  own  viewH,  ban 
on  tho  instnictionH  ho  had  rocoiviul  and  f»n  tho  tenor  of  tlic  aj^n 
ment  of  IGth  March  as  commnnicatcMl  l>v  Lonl  (traiivilh\  wi 
about  tho  adviHability  of  fightinp^  or  yifhUnp^  tamely  to  ii  furtli 
demonstration  of  UuRKian  af;f:^*fNiivoni*}iK,  t)io  coIliHifm  at  l*anjd 
cannot  l>o  n-gnnlod  an  tlie  outcome  uf  liirt  adviro.  ()n  tin*  c« 
trary,  in  hiH  connnunications  with  thr  KuHnian  chief  of  the  uti 
hin  lino  of  conduct  was  guided,  not  only  hy  the  in8tnicti«in!i 
rr('<'ived  from  his  own  (lovcninient,  but  also  )>v  tho  views  «>f  t 
Afghan  generals.  Had  they  consenteil  to  meet  in  conftTence  t 
KuKsian  oflicern,  they  would  have  been  able  to  communicate  \¥ 
Konally  their  own  virwu.  I  Jut  aK  they  did  not  desire  to  ilo  i 
it  devolved  upon  (^aptain  Yate  to  act  a«  their  mouthpiece.  (Ji 
eitil  Lumsden  had  adviHC<l  the  AfghauH  to  use  fon*e,  and  I^ 
Gninvillo  had  ojH'uly  approved  that  advici\  Was  Captain  V;i 
to  give  counsel  opprtKiHl  to  that  of  his  supt^riorsV  I  won 
moreovor,  maintain  that,  in  view  of  tht*  agreement  of  IGth  Man 
Captain  Vato  wouM  have  faih*d  in  his  duty  had  he  counKolbnl  a 
furtJKT  tame  concessions  to  the  insolence  and  extmvag:ince 
KuKsian  demands,  (rriicral  KomarofT advanced  on  l'anj«lrh  wi 
no  other  object  than  to  so  work  on  the  fenrs  of  tin-  Saruks  tl 
they  would  render  tlut  position  (tflNith  Ihitish  n 'present at iv<-  a 
Afghan  tniops  in  IVnjdi'h  untenable.  When  he  utterly  fail 
both  in  that  object  and  in  his  delil>erati*  endeavours  to  ]irovo 
the  Afghans  to  Home  act  c»f  violence,  and  in  consi'fpience  fou 
that  the  Turkomans  in  iiis  camp  were  liming  their  res|)ect  fort 
Kussian  i>ower,  ho  was  oblige<l  to  precipitate  matters.  (Itherwi 
it  is  probable  that  ho  would  have  ]»f»Ht[Mmisl  f«)r  sfinio  time  hui;^ 
his  attack,  trusting  to  circumstan<'es  to  aid  him  in  piining  \m 
session  of  Paiijdeh  without  committing  his  G(»veniment  to 
flagnint  brearh  of  good  faith.  And  now  let  us  hmk  at  the  resu 
of  the  course  of  action  or  advice  for  which  Captain  Vateisblami 
I'p  to  the  .'{<)th  of  March,  when  the  Kussians  found  themwdv 
opposeil  by  bullets  and  l»ayon<*ts,  their  steady  advanci*  hud  in 
way  been  checked  by  diploniatie  remoiistrunci*s  or  suchlike  lu 
heart(Ml  measures.  )>ut  from  that  date  the  Russians  have  ii 
advauixnl  one  step.  The  news  of  blfHNlslieil  and  f*f  a  Kussi 
onslaught  on  llritish  allies,  nnd  almost  on  Hritish  oilicers,  sui 
ci(*ntly  roused  the  anger  of  tho  Ihitish  nation  to  cause  UuMia 
|>ause  l)efore  she  went  further. 

If  the  real  reason  why  writers,  t/ttasi  well-informed  or  oth( 
W'ise,  are  now  coming  for wanl  to  censure  tho  action  of  tho  Hriti 
representative  at  Panjdeh  is  sought,  it  is  to  bo  found  in  tlio  6 
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tW  Mr  OkdirtoiM  mmI  Um  libwml  MinUtry  1uit«  mtm  mtlm^A 
aiM  word  of  eoouMMidftlioii  oo  Um  enoduel  of  any  lembtr  of  tW 
Afju^lMa  BooMUry  GoaiaiiiwkNi,  wliHo  tho  Ciar  mad  the  Bowiaa 
OovorBOMmt  Iiato,  by  iImi  proienUtioii  of  a  itkmniwMitltod  swonl 
%o  0««orAl  KoMoroff  mud  m  froo  poblioAtioii  of  all  Uaat  oliew^a 
mfmt%  abmm  ihoir  approval  ot^  aod  bolief  in,  ibo  rfctttodo  of 
Ut  comdweL  On  tW  ocW  haiNl,  iKo  late  liboral  (iortmaM*ttl 
kaa  osppTMord  all  rrporU  from  General  haamdmk  and  Gaptain 
Tal«,  ami  rrframrd  hvm  all  coimcnta  oo  ovMito  with  a  ptriiat 
0M7  tkitt  if  H  dooa  ikH  oxpraaa  diiaatiifactioa,  i«pliM  it.  It  hat 
boHi  rtotnrod  for  tlni  now  Ifinistfj  to  ahow  hoenoiiiig  a|iprpda» 
tioa  of  tW  arrrtooa  rwKlerad  to  thotr  ooontrj  hj  Btr  Pttrr  Lwaw 
aaSn  and  Sir  Joaoiili  Want  RiilK«way,  K-CaL 

0x1  Mint  DcTTui  Uroasitjjc 


ArrKNPIX    III. 

Till:    KCSHO-rKKHlASC    FKONTICIL 

lit  A^'pui,  KK  AlfJMmder  III, — Kmin  Jajanii  tlicrv  i«,  I  *ni 
•oM,  a  Tc^  |iMiQrr«|iia  roota  tlir«HiKli  Xanliti  ati«l  KitKUni«k  to 
Atftrabml  It  m  alan  probaldy  iih«ift«*r  tliati  tli«  IU«tam  rrmt^t. 
Not  alt  the  iii«|nin4<«,  kowfl»%rr,  that  I  humUi  alvnit  it  at  Jajaraiv 
«Krrfilr<l  ia  elicittai;  any  •••utttl  iaAirmatititi.  I  utily  Umttfd  imo 
iNaa  wbo  ImwI  art  nail  v  tniYrrveil  it,  wliiU  iv^nfra  had  trarcllr*!  hy 
%\m  olhrf ;  aa»d  that  I  acirr|4r«l  aa  a  nm \  laciti^  ptmif  iluit  thoni 
waa  aoMO  olif>rti««i  to  it.  With  tha  IVmiAiia  themarhea,  ao 
di^dit  ita  firDxttiitf y  to  the  habitat imM  nf  tho  Vnaio<l  Tnrkniaiia 
waa  tha  rhirf  raa*nti  inr  amidioK  it ;  hat  it  waa  alao  aaid  to  ba 
aa  airarvhiif^ijT  dittcalt  mad^  trarrraifi|*  i^arp  r««cky  i«MM«a  ovar 
tha  ■»MiittaM»-rid|;aa  ami  ni|s;«4  tntrmt-hriii  vfictimla*rad  with 
aiam»  aad  iMaVWra.  Karthmnorr,  my  aaWtcrr  w<ml*l  m4  |pmr» 
aatra  ay  afn%ai  by  that  rvaifa  at  Ilamlar4-4»at  on  tha  Siith  altima^ 
by  tha  Maatam  foata  ha  andartoidi  to  catch  tha  aMal* 
laartni^  on  that  data.  So  I  rraiipiad  tha  pwaaiaad  bran- 
Ima  af  at  unity  atonnd  Katdin  and  Ktmiaraak,  ami  iW^rtdad  to 
Irflav  tha  alofaatypad  road.  Comadafitig  thai  th«  Vnmada  wara 
am  an  tha  arar-palh  Jnat  at  tha  tiam  that  I  waa  laaTtngc  Ji^^trm, 
it  ia  pnoiihiy  aawaUlbrmathalldidaa  Tha  naighbonrhojd 
«f  Ji^am  appaaw  la  hava  bran  a  iironrito  hnntii^^iunnd  af  ihn 
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Akliiil  TekVca  nn  well  ns  tlie  Yoniu.lii. 
that  exist  (in  tlio  Uirreii  tmcl  Iwlwew 
Ktill  xL'cii  tliiiKo  towers  thnt  a  tarn  jrpm 
tlio  liiiHbniKlinan  euqirisod  id  bis  fii'l 
GnukUii  tril«  of  TurkoniniiM  I  hennl 
tiKich  inferior  in  pnint  of  tiumbrre  to  iti 
tlic  Akiinl  Tckko  tn  the  pahI  ami  tlie  Y 

Tiio  ItasUm  miUt.'  to  Aatnibiul  is,  lio 
iiig  in  bcaulv  of  scenery.  Tlio  Biu 
rultivatGt],  ittuililcil  with  villftgoa  ftnd 
by  a  loEly  barrier  (if  ru|;gr(l  iimutilnini, 
iiig  al.  FrnmTafili  ('J4  mile*  nnrtli-wci 
KILiir/  mngc,  nitli  ito  rocky  Biiumit, 
it«  vnllere  ofton  gnicn  nilh  patclit')!  < 
witli  the  tints  of  ripening;  Rmin,  ami  i 
wntyr  icy-cold  atul  rivalling  cryiilnl  in 
Ihiraty  traveller  InHtiii;;  iwecter  tlian  tl 
and  tlicn  tli6  itingnifici'iit  pylvan  scone 
biifRlK  upon  tljQ  view.  A  fuw  inilcK  g 
Kii/Juk  commciiceR  tlio  deBcent  into 
llicnoe  a  very  line  view  both  of  tlio 
ivo(hI(h1  R|ii)rK,  n!liove<l  hero  anil  ihcnj 
cliff,  aii'l  of  tho  nalnrally  rirli  b»l  M'lly 
towards  llio  tiiirKati  riviT,  ix  obtaiiieal 
Etcfp  nml  diHicull,  cannot  Ihi  Ivm  ll 
Afli-r  that  tlio  ronil  pmccoda  wjlh  *d 
AKtraliiul.  Fnr  almut  33  niilcn  tlw  ^n^ 
tiiiunus  i:xpnuf>o  of  forest ;  and  bo  it  in 
or  till!  more  BiibilutKl  radiance  of  Iho 
elTectg,  eRpeeinlly  to  one  hnbitiiateil  to 
part  of  Af^^haniHlan  and  I'onio,  cwir 
fiiroKt  exteiick  to  within  a  fuw  inilen  < 
iraver«eil  or  nkirtiil  for  tlio  (;rcAter  i 
AHtrabod  to  Ilandar-i-QaE,  anil  very  vie 
tlio  niid-tUy  Bun'«  rays, 

tlakii.  3d  Aiiffiiil. — At  Antrahnd  I  * 
liiiiied  by  the  Uritinh  ncws-wrilcr,  Sli 
Ki.'in  Cniixnl  ivaa  aivny  nt  hiit  cnuntry-lH 
Ziarat,  15  niiU-d  noulli  of  Antnihnil. 
called  iijKin  him  and  ondoavoiircd  to  1m 
it  is  moro  than  doubtful  if  he  would 
worth  knowing.  At  Atitrabiul  agnin  I 
a  recent  coIliHion  between  Huuian  and 
dch,  but  by  tliia  time  I  Imva  oonio  to 
mare 'a  ncot.     On  arrival  Kt  Ooi  on  the 
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bttil  iigrfit*0  iKWue  to  make  inqniriefl  iibnat  tli«  tdipmmtt  for  Baku. 
I  was  flWArrrljT  profwrevl  for  Mn^f^  wrlcomed  by  «  lady  and  a 
lar|;iali  fitmily,  atwl  still  leaa  for  lietn;!^  infnruMKl  that  I  bad  b^en 
•xprctrd  fnr  a  f«»rtni|;bi  or  BHire.  My  bnateaa,  I  fear,  ia  a  Tery 
indillrmit  diplnmatio  agmt — not  at  all  tbe  typo  dt<ar  to  tb^  aovl 
of  tbe  KaapiMii  ititrigiier.  Slio  b*t  tlio  cat  out  of  tbo  ba^^,  Aratly, 
by  blvrtitig  out  tbat  aba  bail  expc'Ctod  m«*  a  fortnigbt  bofbrr,  and 
tbi-fi  nyMk*  brr  tlKNi|;btl<MM  mtatako  worae  by  mnarkini;  tbat  I 
Biaal  not  k»t  any  nno  know  tbat  alio  liail  aaid  my  arrival  waa 
exp^H#d,  aa  it  waa  a  M*crrt.  Any  bow,  rxpoctrd  or  not,  I  no%*or 
f9rri%c«d  a  ktntW  walcoma  ami  moro  b<Mi|>itabli*  treat  oM^t  in  my 
liftn  My  bo»t  and  lioatraa  |>roved  to  be  Pok^  not  Roaaiaaiw 
fdmrtly  af>or  mo  a  mMbllo^j^tHl  lady  arrived.  In  Cfmrao  of  eon* 
rataatifin  it  a|ipe«red  tbat  »be  liad  jnnt  coma  from  tbo  bonaa  of 
tbo  Koaatan  Conanl  at  Xiarat,  tliat  alia  waa  Frencb  liy  nationality, 
tbat  abo  waa  Mmlyitig  tli«*  ailk  intlitatry  in  rrraia,  and  tbat  aba 
waa  in  tbo  babit  of  lining  abmo  in  Tertian  earm% anaemia^  A 
woman  wlio  can  do  tbat  can  «lo  anytbin|p.  Towanla  evenin|(  my 
boatiaa  awMetily,  takini;  ad%anta|;r  of  a  qniet  moment,  informed 
me  tbat  ber  lifii»ltfin*l  IumI  been  inatroctetl  by  tlie  Unaaian  Conanl 
at  Astraba*!  to  rrpnrt  immediately  to  bim  my  arrival  at  and 
drpartnra  fmm  Ctax,  to  kiH*p  a  atrict  watcb  over  my  RMnoroimta 
wbile  tbere,  ami  if  opfwirttifiity  ollerr<l  to  rxamtno  my  ba|;ga(^ 
fincb  dirty  trirka,  bowever,  aba  Mid,  were  neitlier  in  lier  bna> 
bamTa  bno  nnr  bera ;  ami  tbarelnre,  aa  Ur  aa  tliey  were  mncemed, 
I  ne«^l  lie  nnder  no  apprrbenatona.  Hut  witb  rr|;ard  tn  tbia 
FnmdiWffiman  in  tbe  ailk  tra*l««  freali  fn*iii  tlie  Rn«atan  C^cmanra 
b«mae,  aiMl  the  couri4*r  of  tbe  C*onAnlitt*  witb  lier,  alia  knew 
abftvlately  notbin^,  and  alio  conkl  cmly  aihiae  ma  to  ba  on  my 
gward  a;*ainat  tln^m.  Fimliiiif  tliat  tbe  courier**  baggage  waa  in 
tbe  Millie  fttmn  m  mine  1  ba*l  it  |iftim|»tly  tnmi^  cmt,  and  I  mada 
my  aer«ant  remain  near  my  mora  dtarini^  my  abaenea-^not  tbat  I 
bod  any  paprra  of  ifii|iort4t»cr',  vnleaa  a  diary  and  road  report  can 
be  ealM  anrli.  I  IumI  caivfiilly  aent  all  my  paprra  to  India  IVam 
tbe  Commiaaion  oaitip,  knofiing  tlio  baliita  of  tba  Unaaian  antbor* 
iliaa,  and  lerlinK  tbat  any  ona  comini;  fmm  tba  Commiaaion 
ba  rripinled  in  Knaaia  witb  anapicinn.  I  bad  looked  $m  m 
atringrnt  etaminatitm  of  my  ba|^;:a|^ ;  bnt  to  my  aarpriaa 
yaatanky,  I  naa  nn^rrly  aaked  to  nnlodk  my  bnxa0|  and  tbatt 
iafrnnad  tbat  I  migbt  ramose  tbam. 

Tba  bent  of  tba  laal  ira  cUya  exceeila  all  tba  brat  I  barn  arpeti* 
linra  I  left  Ktndii  laat  8e|»tembar  a  tlai»|s  dinKiag  beat, 
vbirb  kmtad  fhmi  tba  time  I  dearanded  Cmm  Kntink  to  tlia  ler^ 
«f  tba  Aattnbad  pbdn  till  yaatettUy  morming,  wben  I  fimnd  myaalf 
km  tba  amitra  of  tba  Caapian,  balf'Way  between  Kiaanorodak 
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Baku.     Here  npjain  tlio  heat  in  very  groat  ami  tlie  tlunt  abomin- 
able.    Wc  paHKed  both  AHhuratla,  Chikitihlar,  niicl  KniMiioviMUk 
at  nip;ht,  80  I  saw  nothing  of  thoiii.     AHhttrada  in  (1ef«*riU'(1  :im  a 
low  islainl  ei>vereil  with  vegetation  niid  tnH»H,  and  w>  little  almvo 
the  Rurface  of  the  water  that  all  the  hoiiHe«  haw  to  bo  raiiMHl  mi 
wooden  Ihmuus  alxivo  the  water-level.     Thero  in  a  largo  hciKpital 
and  sanatorium  there  for  thi»  Caspian  marine,  and  indei**!  M'em- 
ingly  for  any  KuRHian  Kubjcx:tH  dwelling  on  or  iwar  the  CaKpiuik 
There  in  alHO  an  arsenal  and  dockyard.     ChikiKhlar  is  a  military 
Ktation  on  the  baro  ilat  nhore.     VenselM  of  any  dranght  Ciuniot 
approach  the  lantl.      Thero  in  no  harl»our.      KniKnovixlitk  in  a 
harlM)ur  in  a  small  bay,  along  the  shon's  of  which  lio  th<«  town, 
barnicks,  <.^o.     liehind  the  town  rises  a  r.nige  of  hills.     Thfn*  is 
a  massive  roomy  wtxMh'n  pier,  alongKtdo  which  veKS4*]s  aro  nu^treil 
for  loiiding  and  unloading.     A  bnnich  line  of  mil  is,  it  is  siiti], 
al)o\it  to  \h}i  const  met ed  fn>ni  Mikhailovsk  to  a  |N>int  r»n  the  ctviiit 
wliere  there  is  a  go<Ml  harlMinr,  just  op}Hisito  KrsisnovrNlMk.    Judg- 
ing by  the  large  numlN'r  of  ollicials,  nf)t  to  mention  ladies  and 
ehildrrn,  who  eanie  on  InkihI  the  steanuT  on  its  arrival,  it  iiiUHt 
bo  a  station  of  some  size,     l^iku — even  since  I  wan  hen*  in  18MI 
— seems  to  have  greatly  increased  in  extent  and  ]N)pn1ation;  the 
streets  are  more  crowded,  and  on  the  north  side  have  boon  coin- 
]»leted  and  still  further  ext<'nded.     The  n'pntiHl  Muell  of  |M'tn>- 
leum  is,  1  must  confess,  absnit,  but  it   is  a  fearful  p]ac<«  t«)  live 
in.     The  native  inhabitants  in  their  dirt,  sipialor,  and  depntvity, 
are  repulsive.     Th<»  glare  and  dust  are  aliko  blinding.    The  archi- 
tectural rem:iins  of  tho  old   IVrsian  town  are  derid<Mlly  worth 
looking  at.     'i'hey  completely  put  to  sliamo  tho  buildings  of  tho 
inoilern  Uussian  town.     Of  C(>urs<^  JUku  is  nothing  without  itH 
p<;troleum,  and  any  visitc»r  who  has  a  taste  f<ir  Kiil  snu'lU  aii«l 
luachirH'ry  can  amply  gnitify  them  here.     For  my  |Kirt,  I  prefer 
to  give  tliem  a  wid<»  berth.     As  for  the  sanctuary  of  the  fiuebreti 
(GViAr),  it  can  only  Iw  visited  with  much  ti>il  and  suflTcring  from 
licat,  dust,  and  glare.      Any  person  who  is  enthusiastic  uliont 
Zoroastrian  n>mains  will  finil  it  U'tterto  hunt  for  and  study  them 
in  Persia,  tiio  homo  of  the  Zoroastrian  religion. 

Wlien  I  i>jissed  Ihijnurd  on  tiie  2.'{d  ultini**,  Suleiman  Khan, 
tho  Persian  Commissioner  for  the  demarcation  of  tho  Uusw>- 
Persian  frontier,  was  tiiere.  Ue  is,  I  undt^rstand,  on  bin  way 
to  Astraltad,  to  moot  his  Kussian  colhMigue  lattT  on  near  tho 
nmuth  of  tho  Atrek.  I  am  informed  that  the  fmntier  luia  been 
settled  from  S.irakhs  to  tho  outskirts  of  the  Ihijnurd  pnivinco. 
Thence  to  the  Caspian  is  still  only  iKirtially  H<>ttle<1 — i.f.,  tho  mo- 
tion  from  the  pn)vinco  of  Bujinirtl  to  Chut  on  tho  Atrek  ia  nut 
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ix<<  while  tlmt  frmn  Clwit  to  Ikyiit  Haji  is  fixed,  th«  Atrvk 
Icinnin^  tin*  IvminUfy.  At  Oh*  Unt-iuimofl  lAnc^  the  Atnrk  bifur^ 
nite«,  €^  rmtlier  th<*n*  in  an  ohi  mkI  new  channrL  Utr  old  or 
Mwlltrm  rliMinel  is  cUimetl  \*y  Pemta  an  the  limin«lanr,  while  the 
lM>w  nr  antitlieni  ciMrinel  in  ulated  hy  Hummia  to  \m  tlie  |«t>per 
frniiti«*r.  <>fi  the  ii|iiire  U'twreti  the  two  clumnelii  nliout  1000 
fii«iilie«  of  Vmnttdfi  dwrll  Mtul  pmte  thoir  iVickii  and  iH'nliu  So 
dntiU,  Ml  qmiaI.  UnmiiA  %iill  limvi*  lior  own  wav.*  I  hmr  that  mmo 
ymtm  mj;^  tlie  HnMiiitM  pmpnueil  to  run  n  milwnr  n|i  th**  nurpiii 
T«lh*r  to  lUlwt-i-Uhk,  and  tli«*n  arruMi  tH*ar  Jajnitti  tn  ^liratin* 
hm\^  Snluoiwar,  MaHhluid,  ninl  Siintkhn ;  mirli,  at  h-nut,  im  tlie 
rnwti*  ni'Tt-ifW'*!  hr  mv  IVrwian  informant.  Hi*  i«i  ii;;lit,  |»rv>UiUly, 
aUiiit  tiM*  M'lirmt*  itwrlf,  Itiit  «*r  the  aitiutl  nviitf  to  lie  f*4lowc*«l 
hr  tin*  riil%iar  lie  |*ri«liiil»ly  luid  n«)  oirri'et  coiier|>ti«tii.  Tlio 
Shah  |«<*i«i«iirnllj  dcrlined  to  nllow  the  UniuiianH  to  ri>n»tnic-t 
tmy  »n<-li  imlwiir,  Si  tlie  Kixil-An'at  aiMl  A(»hkal«Ml  n*nte  wna 
fr<H<it<«l  t*K 

Tltr  M'«iira«n*  tif  Tifli*  k*'''^  •  rr|»«»rt  of  a  lertnn*  ihlivirrd 
rrrmtljr  (iMMi;'  hy  \\.  Kn/iiiini*  Karavairff,  Itcftifv*  tlie  Tiltia 
hmnrli  «if  tlH*  UniMiian  <M<«*(;ra|»liinil  S«ci«ty,  on  the  n<w  H%»m^ 
Prfiitnn  fn^itirr.     M.  Kani%ai«*flrpai«l  :^ — 

••Tli«»  r««K|tie»t  of  <MH>k-t«*|M*  piTe  iia  a  narrow  utrip  «»f  t«*rri- 
lory  Mfiaatrvl  at  the  (*mA  «if  tho  KlmrMan  inMiiniMiti^,  iii»«l  nihiiin^ 
h^mk  lUmi  to  f  •tAiini ;  (iImo  two  lint'*  of  rotintiiitiieatioti  U*twi*«*n 
tlita  oBM«  ainl  iIm*  (  «ii|»iaii  S<a— <HH>  hy  ih<*  Atn*k  ro«ite,  and  the 
•ihrr  fn«tii  thr  Mtkliatlo\»ky  iiulfto  Kt/il-Anat.  TlM*tict*f*irwtird 
il  wa«  itn|ieniti\i-ly  rMTtf««ry  for  oii  tfi  wntrh  over  tlie  intellcc- 
hMil  at»d  ntatrrial  tW* %i-h>|>iiit*nt  of  tin*  itt-itid**  of  thia  cotintry ; 
mhI  with  thi«  ol*j«Tt  hi  %i<*w,  tlie  liii|«*nMl  CioTrninit^t  o|«*tir>«l 
•rgntiatioti*  with  rrmta  fur  tlie  e«fal»li»limr^t  of  a  wi-IUiWllnetl 
of  frontier  Ijrtwrm  tho  two  Stati-a.  Tlie  ontconi<*  <4  Uie«e 
waa  llie  treaty  of  iUv  <^th  of  IhTendirr  IHHI.  At 
ptiat'ttt  tUa  line  of  dt'Oian-alifm  liaa  U<en  laid  dtiwn  in  aiTonl* 
•ftra  with  thia  treaty. 

**  The  mow  frontier  ataria  fnun  I  lie  month  of  the  Atn^k  In  tlie 
Caaftian  Hra,  anil  Mlowa  tlie  cmrw  of  tliat  riTer  aa  lar  aa  Cliat, 
■IwH  It  /litia  the  Knnilair.  From  Cliat  the  ftontirr  Itnea  |{o 
>Bftli  raaterly,  riir^  tltt*  hongim-Uai^h  and  Hai^iriai  mmintalna, 
Mit  tka  Claaawltr,  an  afllvrtit  of  tlia  Hninbar;  and 
tha  MMMintain^liain  eaatwmni,  |;oea  down  to  th«  Yalley 
«f  tW  mmlatf  aovth  uf  the  niina  of  Atilanana.  After  re|au«tng 
•mA  tha  aovrraa  of  tha  I>aiM<an,  tba  lino  gnm  to  tW 


wv.  Mi4  tW  V-ttMrW  win  a«w 


THE   RUSSO-PERSIAN    FROXTIKIl.  41*7 

north-east  by  tlie  Koi>ct  •  Dagli  cliaiii  up  to  tlio  Arvax  ram. 
Tlicnco  it  goes  Koutli,  traverRe«  the  Siihiku  Patw  and  the  crcKt  of 
thu  Miiiino  mountain,  and  next  caKtward  ono  verRt  fnmi  the  Tor- 
8ian  villa^o  of  Uabab  to  the  Poniian  villa^  cif  KheiFnlmd,  xkirt- 
ing  the  Dolont^ha  ehain.  Again  going  north-eaat,  the  line  toochet 
the  gorge  of  the  river  Firu/ui  on  the  north  of  a  %'illage  of  the  same 
name.  Then  going  Honth-eaKt,  it  niiiH  acixwM  the  Hnnimit  of 
Gulil  and  the  GaiHch,  Ciundnk  and  ]h*r«hir  nionnt4iinH,  thnaigh  the 
(fudan  dcfde,  to  roach  tlio  rrt'Kt  f»f  Kukar.  After  thin  it  |iaHiM*N 
hy  the  AnHuhiia  cliain  and  deNC<*ndM  into  the  Ktdterhinar  g<>ix^*. 
Kehechinar  village  heh>ngK  tt)  lN*rHia,  wliih*  tho  Annan  drlile, 
with  itH  Rontliem  exit«  in  lluHHia^K.  Fmni  thiM  |M>int  the  lino 
)taHH<'H  atN)ve  the  Ki/.il-l)>ig]i  hillic  to  the  TcrHinn  village*  of  Srnghi 
Sounikh,  reach(*M  the  eaKtt>rn  Hpnr  of  Ki/.iM>agh  hilln,  and  tlH*n 
ninrt  north  over  the  Ziri-Kn  chain  until  it  ikmucm  into  the  valley 
of  the  ]>aha  Durnia/  htreani.  It  then  tak<'H  a  northerly  din*ctii»ii, 
and  reaclii'H  the  oasin  at  the  road  friMu  (iavarM  to  Lnnalmil, 
leaving  the  fortrcKM  Haha  l>iiriiia/  on  the  eant.  That  |iortion  of 
the  frontier  from  tlie  (  aMpiiui  Sea  to  the  KourccM  of  the  Ikiha 
Duriiia/  \H  (101)  vrrstn  l«»ng. 

*^  In  onlcr  to  grasp  the  value  of  thin  addition  to  our  trauM- 
CaMpian  posHeMHJons,  it  in  well  to  consider  the  char:ictt*r  of  the 
l>eople  and  the  country,  an  well  ax  tlie  ^<H«gniphic*al  |Hi»(ition  (»f 
the  territorv.  I'lie  (irnt  Hection  of  thin  frtMitier  w  fonnctl  hv  the 
courMo  of  the  Atrek  river,  Htartnig  fii>ni  the  (*aHpian  S-a  to  the 
Sniigou-l>a;;h  rang«».  'I'liin  Hection  lH»nlei*H  on  tin*  I'erKian  pnv 
viiiee  of  Astnihad.  Tim  Hec«»nd  He<*lion  in  foniMnl  hy  the 
Siiinhar  and  (Miandir  valleVM  up  io  the  Minino  ningt*.  The 
third  hection  nniH  as  far  an  the  end  of  the  Ziri-Ku  range. 
The  country  east  of  tiu*  Caspian  Sea,  an  far  aH  the  S>iigou-l>agh 
U[»  to  the  niaek  river,  ]>resentM  the  apiHsinuMt*  of  a  deM*rt  cut 
fn»ni  east  to  west  hy  two  nearly  parallel  rivern — the  Atn*k  and 
the  Ciurgan.  'i'he  Atrek  runs  for  Home  ]>ortion  of  itit  length 
through  a  deep  ravine  with  scarped  Hid<*H.  Tli<*  actual  width  of 
tho  Ih'd  of  tho  riViT  doen  not  <'xceed  fifteen  ttttfittrM,  Init  the 
ravin(>  is  sonn^  (juarter  of  a  mile  or  ko  acnmM.  In  lltMNhtinio  tho 
Atrek  ciin  only  lie  crossed  at  one  or  two  plaei*H;  hut  thankii  to 
the  nipitlity  of  the  current,  llmxls  n<'ver  last  long, 

**  Tlte  river  at  one  iMiint  (lows  into  a  niamh  chme  to  tho  Anhka- 
had  road.  In  Rpri)ig  and  early  summer  the  niandi  in  lUNNhMl ;  bat 
tr)  A  hlight  depth  only,  as  the  actual  IhmI  of  the  river  ia  no  more 
than  thrc*e  or  four  feet  deeji.  The  water  <if  the  Atrek  te  uaiially 
muddy,  iilightly  Haline,  and  unfit  for  use.  That  )iortioti  of  the 
river  between  Chat  and  the  (tudri  TaHa  cannot  be  diverted  fur 
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irripitKin,  m  lite  mllcy  tlirDii;;1i  which  it  num  re«cifil»1o«  «  rmrine. 
A|*nmlltiiT  in  thin  n*;poti  (lion  in  itniMNHiiUc,  aihI  tlirn*  tfl  an 
A|jiM»lnti*  hu'k  r«f  %-<*p*U(ion  of  nil  kin«1fi  hy  r^tmnn  tit  the  baniin;; 
min  an«l  iIki  abiM^mx)  <»r  miii  lM*iwocn  April  aihI  Xovrtnlii*r,  Only 
in  »|inn{;-tiine  (him  a  littlo  gnuii  ii|»|hnu-  ;  iiii«l  this,  wtthcrr«l  ami 
livnil  u|»  an  it  in,  m^itcii  im  |iaiilurv  fur  tlie  llncka  of  the  Tnrko- 
■Hiaa.  In  its  lower  rraclim  tin*  Aln*k,  aHer  loavin;;  the  OQcIri 
ftamnris  k<H«pa  it*  watrm  in  f>tH*  ImsI.  Init  at  lh*nil  tin*  rirer  aplitu 
mto  itt«%-i?nil  Immcltm.  In  ii|>nn);-(inio  tltcrt«  in  water  in  all  tlirao 
trtlmtariefl  which  Ciin  Iw  «livrrt«*<l  nt  will  into  tlio  other  utrrama 
thrmij^hoQt  the  rr»t  «/ (he  year;  ainl  fmin  this  |«»iht  (»iiwan1  tlie 
Atrek  ll«>wa  %ii(h  no  iMirt  <*r  rt*f;iilanty.  At  tli«*  |»n*«M*nt  time  it  ia 
kfH*|an)(  to  iu  iM»ntlM-ni  Iteil,  am<1  fitlU  into  the  (*aiipmn  at  tlie 
llAMAn  Knii  iin\t  TImi  h  A  Imnk  ((f  lh«  rirer  ta  a  m<*ro  aalt- 
iiMn»h  which  canmH  U*  tnnieil  to  |ir>»lit ;  Imt  on  tlie  ri);ht  liaiik 
there  an*  places  fihirh  tlie  Ttirk«inmnfl  plough  an«l  anw.  Tliero 
ara  nui  many  Itir^la  nn  tlie  river,  owini^  to  tlie  marnliinefui  of  tlie 
lower  h*ti;*this  ainl  the  iiti*i*ptieMi  «if  it«  ra%'itte-like  ImuiIcji  liy 
(•ixlri.  Ilie  U»»t  <me»an*  jit  Ser;;lM-r,  T«|ie,  (tti«lri,  V<i;'ly-Oliima, 
Trketitljik,  an«l  riiat.  iienerally  »|MMkiii;;.  t\m  fn»*|iM»nt  reenr- 
raore  of  tlw  ra%in«*«  thnvo^h  which  llie  riv«T  ninii  reinlern  any 
attem|il  to  rrvwM  (lie  ri««*r,  eici*pt  at  tlie  pUre«  I  liav«  itietiti<itie<l, 
i»e«rly  iitipmuaUle.  Tin*  r«Mititry  iwhiiIi  f>f  the  Atn*k  in  minply  a 
wat<rleiMi  ih>«*  rt.  All  the  %i«'iit«*ni  |M«rli4»n  of  t  lie  tmn»-t*aiiptaii 
province,  fncn  the  Tiiapian  t**  Ki/il«Ar\at  aiMl  tlie  riMtiihr  rivvr 
raatwartll^  aiiil  fnmi  tlie  lUlkltan  nKmntJiins  to  the  Itlurk  river, 
itnfih  rihI  aofitli,  it  itiliahit«<«l  hy  tlio  V«»niti«la  ar>«l  <t4»klaiia^ 
WMiiaJ  TurkiioiAna.  TIh*  V<tiiti«U  lire  near  the  (*aiipt«n,  ami  tlir 
CMkUmi  uttnr  in  the  heart  <«f  tlie  coantry.  At  tlie  inoitth  tif 
the  Atr«*k,  on  the  ri;;ht  l«nk,  are  m  few  |«ermanently  aettle*! 
Tn«i«iiU  li«iai4<«l  III  a;;ti«*iiltitre.  Furl  Iter,  tln^re  are  Mime  500 
Ifitilms  €4  Ak-Atftldi  V«*oit«fU,  a  |«»if  |«eo|>|f,  wIni  iiI««>  bare 
taken  to  nj^Tictiltitre.  ami  «re  »ettle«|  liet«ie«*n  tlie  llemi  «lyka  ami 
tlie  (tmln  cWfile.  On  tl»e  lankn  ««f  the  Cfur^nn  tlierii  ia  yet 
a»oCUer  colony  ««f  10)0  LUtiimt  «/  tlie  aanie  rare;  hut  witb 
tlwwe  thrv<i  eire|><ione,  the  rent  of  tlie  |ii«|>iiUtion  are  miMimU. 
Mmmy  of  tlae  mamiahs  liowever,  |w*iaeee  laml  on  tlie  rrraian  aifle 
«f  iW  fr«ii»tier,  and  pi  there  to  pet  in  their  cropa.  Tlie^e  aiett 
flftwl  MM  amtitba  of  the  year  in  o«r  territtiry,  ami  the  ncher 
tWee  m  tlie  Gitrpui  diet  net,  wliere  iW  weather  la  wanner,  ^mA 
iWte  im  Miore  |«evi«ion  ami  |«a»tiirr. 

"  la  tliie  aectina  of  otir  fmatiefi  Permian  avthof  ity  cloea  wM 
eneiMl  beyciml  tlie  lUark  nxrr.  Tlie  CtHbcet  fimnt  of  their 
rvle  ia  iW  Ak-Kak  lurl  on  lU  Gargan,  abovt  70  Tertta  fmi 
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Yacrlv-Oluina,  antl  50  vorBtM  from  t!ie  Gudri  drfiU*.  Ilic  viniliU* 
Ri;;u  of  IVrsian  (lomiiiion  tlivro,  in  tlio  iin|MtHitioii  of  a  tax  iifMHi 
tlio  nomad  i>opii1ation.  Tliuii  aloii^  tlio  \v1h»Io  Inigtli  of  our 
frontier,  from  tlio  Caspian  to  Chat,  \\i*  aro  nowlioro  in  direct  c«m- 
tact  with  the  IVraian  iKjojde ;  for  the  authority  of  tlio  (tovem<ir 
of  Ashkahad  does  not  l>egin  to  make  itscdf  felt  till  «iO  niileM  fnmi 
tlio  frontier.  Tho  Kccon<l  Hcction  <if  our  frontier  indiidcH  the 
Chandir  valley  from  Don/.  01an<^  as  far  am  Tchakan  Kala,  an  well 
as  tho  up|>er  courne  of  the  Siimliar  river.  Here  a^in  tlierc  in  no 
Persian  iM>pulation,  though  fifty  yearn  ago  tho  country*  waa  inliA- 
hited,  and  served  as  a  buller  agaiuKt  tho  incuniona  of  TekkeK, 
Yomuds,  GoklaiiR,  and  nomads.  Tho  numerfma  irrigation  caiiala 
and  tho  many  mined  forts  on  tho  ("handir  river  |)n>%'e  tluit  it 
must  once  have  l)ecn  a  nourishing  tract.  We,  however,  fouml  it 
wild  and  desolato.  Tho  valley  of  tho  Chandir  Iwlongii  to  iim  for 
a  distance  of  50  vcrsts.  Tho  Chandir,  like  the  Atrek,  flows 
hctwoen  steep  ravinc-Iiko  banks,  debouching  fiimlly  into  a  plain 
1 0  versts  from  Douz  Olang.  In  summer  the  watcra  of  the  river 
dry  up,  or  perhaps  form  a  subterranean  stn^ni,  clo»o  to  I>cux 
Ohnii.  Botli  banks  of  tlie  river  are  under  our  rule,  and  are 
beginning  to  he  repeoplcd  by  Ooklans,  who  are  turning  their 
attention  to  a;;ric«lture.  lAst  summer  tho  whole  vallev  of  the 
Clian<lir  was  cleared  of  its  reed-l>e<ls.  Tlie  rojid  thnuigh  the 
valley  between  Don/.  Olum  and  Tchakan  Kala  is  g«MNl,  ami  oiadd 
bo  made  Ht  for  wheeled  tniflic-  lk»yond  Tchakan  Kala  there  are 
no  houscH ;  and  the  valloy  of  the  Chandir  presents  a  wild  aiul 
rocky  appearance. 

"Of  tho  n)uteH  which  eross  the  Chandir,  tho  l>cst  are — in  the 
south)  tho  ono  connecting  Varty  Kala  and  Doidiik  by  Khartut, 
with  nnjnurd  and  Vagin  Kala  with  tho  Atrek;  and  in  the  north, 
tho  roads  between  ^'arty  Kala,  Kani  Kala,  and  tlio  ruiiin  of 
Atilanana  on  tlio  SuniKir. 

"This  latter  river  is  formed  of  two  aOluents,  tho  Painesv 
and  tho  Kulnn-Kalassi-Su,  Inith  of  which  start  from  the  K(»pet- 
Dagh  range.  Tho  upper  ]K)rtion  of  the  valley  of  the  Sumlsir  is 
frrtile  throughout,  but  at  ]>reFent  is  not  cultivated ;  and  there  are 
few  pc>nnanent  colonists  in  tho  country.  Tho  vcgetatiim  of  the 
Snmbar  is  finer  than  that  of  the  Chandir  valley.  The  Snnilnr, 
like  the  Alrek,  flows,  through  the  lower  portion  of  its  oourso,  be- 
tween high  scarped  Imnks.  Fords  are  nire,  and  tho  river  is  ioi- 
passablo  at  floo<l.  In  summer,  what  little  water  remains  is  used 
for  irrigation  puri>oseH  in  the  Kara  Kala  fields.  Tlie  mad  which 
skirts  tho  river  valley  is  a  good  (»ne,  and  there  are  also  roads 
between  from  Kara  Kala  to  Xnukhur  and  Douruiu     Tho  rich 
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TalWrs  of  the  SttmlAr  urnl  (luitHltr  ato  troporlAiit  MqttUiitioiui  to 
cMir  tnuM-Caji|»Uii  pn*%'iitct%  mi  tht^y  will  imluce  tbo  migratonr 
TarknciuiiM  to  »«aile  dnirn  ami  bocooio  coUivalnra — a  tiling;  whicii 
U  Biiiclt  to  be  druin^  in  iho  interoiilfl  of  ilie  pciieo  atnl  |iro«perity 
of  tbe  niantry.  Frmn  llio  fourccii  of  tbo  Stimbfir,  tbv  fnmtitir  litU 
«cmlc*«  tiae  lif*i^U  of  tlio  Kopet-l>a|;li  nuij;i«,  atttl  rmdicfi  in  th^ 
aoQtlt  the  Mttfioo  in«iantaina.  II10  K<>|»(*t-I>a^ii  nini;c»,  wliicit  la 
KOiiO  §fci  lii^i,  ia  fliflknlt  of  iiciviml  Tito  lino  |ia«M*ii  by  Um 
Salukn  tU4i\t*  ami  enmcHi  out  at  1lt*niiab  [Gonnal*?).  Tlio  wcatem 
|«ifflHifi  of  ibo  n4i«l  t«  (Uirly  tHmy  to  trm%t*l,  %iliicb  in  c«^ainly  nol 
tbo  nutm  with  tlir  ra«t«*ni  |wiiii<Ht«  In  tli<*  Kuliin-Kalaaiii-8Q 
tallrjr,  :!0  %rr«U  nonlli  i»f  I  bo  Sniiibar,  chh*  coitH««  acrofui  tlio  Unit 
Prr»Un  %illa;:t«  [MrlnKx^lt  KiiUiiuin\  a  luimb*t  </  l/iO  (ktuilieai 
r\*wm  H|«ifi  fMir  ft«*ntifr.  Tlirrr  t«  aiioiIkt  vilU;^!*  Siilakn ;  bat 
tliia  i«  «>tilv  a  ^w  v«*ani  nbl,  aimI  ^h^*m  n«>t  iticlu«)««  n»orr  (Ima  40 
fAiiiilif**.  All  al**<i|;  tlii<«  lin<^  of  fn»iitirr,  fn»iii  tlir  Mi»iti«»  liilU  to 
tlM*  tna*t«»ni  ii|itir  «*f  tlio  Ziri>Ku  rliaiii,  wr  fiiMl  onnir*hc»  in  cmi- 
l.irt  witb  tin*  tir»t  tin|«w1ant  IVr»iAn  aullH»ntii<«,  tbe  Kliana  c«f 
KfwJitn  an«l  UArA;;lia#. 

**  liiTo  tin*  fnititN*r  tiirlii«lffi  titr*  larp*r  i*r>rtt«iti  of  tbo  mmintain- 
nin;;r«  wbicb  arfaarmto  tbo  Akiial  IvMiin  from  tlio  fM»iirtT>«  «tf  tbo 
Kimball.  TIh*  «p|w^  |»»rti<>n  of  tbo  Aklial,  near  Fint/*i  and 
Krltrrbitiar,  t«  aflPi;;iio«l  tn  IVraia. 

**  Fn>CM  iIk*  Miain**  liilU  \\iv  frr*iiti<*r  lirn*  |«aMM»«  jii«t  in  front  of 
tbo  Kitr«l  %ilUpr  «*f  lUI«b,  an*!  tbo  r«k.fl  wbirb  lt<a<lii  to  llrntiab 
fn(«a  tbr  Kalaib  tb*61<*  ta  oiilv  (tn-riuiibb*  to  tutilon.  Tin*  lirnnab 
ami  KalktiUb  «ilU;;v^,  |jr»tli  lii^blY  mltt«-«to<|  oih^  bi*biii|*  to 
mm ;  ami  iirmial*  i«  mntirrirtl  witb  Cif<ik-t«*|ii>  by  a  n«**l  lit  Uw 
«li«*rlr«l  roii«rv4tici*a.  T1i««  Ib'rinab  ami  Kiilkulab  h%«*r«  vratar 
tb*  T«kkr>  YilU;;t*a  ;n^Hi|n*«l  rouml  tlt««  oM  A«r1  ••f  (M^>k  -  tcfMk. 
Ctantn:*  fn^a  tl»o  IL%l«ib  clHib*,  tlio  fnmtifr  lim*  |«%*Moa  jtiat  in 
fmttt  f*f  KbrtrAln«l  — a  Kiirl  villa;:**  AiMMI  A^  t  abo%c*  tlio  loTrl  of 
tb^  ar«^  wbcro  tlio  ni|;bt  fmata  lii*pn  aa  rarlr  in  tin*  ymr  M 
A«;pmi.  Tbia  %ilU;:r  iitamU  at  tlic  j«h nin^>|««int  of  tin*  llrrmab 
and  Finua  mmla.  TImi  iofmrt,  tb(Nt;*b  f^m^li  ami  rocky,  ia  aa 
raar  aa  tin*  lUbab  iWHIo ;  ainl  tbo  Uttrr  mnU  bo  turn*^  into  a 
e«mag<»-roaiL  Frnm  Kliriraliml  lbm«  am  aeY^nU  mada  Into 
I*iraia.  iWyowl  Kliotral^d  tliv  fnttiti^  lino  gnra  oaat,  tlim  mwtli* 
raaC  ftot  hr  (t%tm  %\m  Finua  ib*fila;  finally  rmebin^  tbo  Ftnua 
nwwf  Harll^  vbirb  fhmn  tlif«m^  a  mrky  i^orge  aa  Ikr  aa  tbo  Yd* 
lac*  of  Firaaa  00a  Mile  fntm  oar  fnmlit^.  Tlio  lb*bU  cat  cmr 
aida  of  tba  Ium  ara  «atm4  l»y  aa  olTsbooC  of  tbo  Akbal  firwf, 
Finua  ilarlf  ia  CMUMCtod  vitli  A^bkabad  bj  carrtagr-road  iO 
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''  PasRing  along  the  right  Imnk  of  tlio  Firnxa,  oar  frontier  miw 
up  to  the  top  of  tlie  Gulil  hill,  an  elevation  of  IHNH)  foot ;  then 
follows  the  CiaiKch  and  Gnmliik  chaiuH  up  to  where  the  lattor 
joina  the  Bcnlar  hills.  Thcnci*,  from  the  tup  of  Xaktloir,  tlie  lino 
comes  down  the  Gndan  Pasa  to  Ihizbidk.  Thia  {mrt  of  oar  fron- 
tier lies  all  the  way  along  mountain-to|iR,  whore  the  only  rmuk 
are  a  few  hill-i>at1is  open  only  in  Rumnier.  The  Gndan  delilo  is 
a  plateau  nomo  tliroe  verntH  limg  l»y  one  brc»atl,  acrfwa  which  nm 
tlic  Ashkabad,  Durb- Adam,  and  Koohan  mads,  llie  ItrKt  of  thctto 
roads  is  the  niniu  line  of  communication  U*twccn  Ashkabod  and 
Masldiad,  and  there  is  Home  talk  of  improving  it. 

'*G(»ing  along  tlio  Gudan  defile,  the  frontier  line  ascriNis  to 
tlie  top  of  the  Kukar  mountani,  and  thence  nina  along  the  Aittdma 
range,  to  di-op  eventually  into  the  valley  of  the  Keltc(*hinar 
stream.  For  the  last  quarter  of  a  ct»ntury  there  has  lieen  a 
village*  of  Annaouli  I'urkomanK  by  that  stream.  Hen*  lM>th  of 
the  Akhal  roads  meet,  run  through  the  Geok-(imlyk  and  Durangar 
defde,  and  thence  go  to  MithamnuHlalMid  and  Koidian.  The  fron- 
tier touches  the  valley  of  the  DuRingar  river,  after  croioting  tlio 
Kizil-Dagh  clitls  at  their  eastern  spur  near  the  SiMighi  S«»urak1i 
Gorge ;  then  g(»es  north  as  far  as  the  junction  of  the  Kiadl-Dagh 
range  with  the  Ziri-Ku  hills. 

"  The  Ziri-Ku  chain,  which  our  fnmtier  lino  cuts  south-easterly, 
is  inaccessible  except  by  the  \kh\  of  the  Ikdia-Dnrmaz,  wlu^tico  it 
is  ])ossiblc  to  dn>p  down  into  the  Dnrangar  valley.  At  this 
point  we  find  ourselves  in  the  Atrek  facing  towanls  Khorasan. 
llere,  in  IHHA^  the  land  and  irrigation  was  divide<l  e<]nally  Ih»- 
twccn  the  inhabitantK  of  the  Atrek  and  the  IN'rsian  inhabitants 
of  the  frontier  khanate  of  Danigha/^  and  Kelat." 

According  to  the  lecturer,  the  new  frontier  assun^s  to  Ilussia 
the  following  advantages :  The  Akhal  Tckke  oasis  is  pndongeil 
to  the  borders  of  the  trans-C^ispian  prY>vince,  and  forms  with  it 
only  c»ne  administrative  division.  Althcmgh  several  of  tlie  riveni 
in  the  Kussian  territory  have  their  riso  in  Persia,  tho  Akhal 
Tekke  an<l  Atrek  have  enough  water  in  them  to  assuni  the  de- 
velopment of  the  country,  while  the  Sumbar  and  Chandir  riveni 
are  Russia's.  The  new  delimitation  brings  ])eaco  on  the  lionler, 
inasmuch  as  it  has  put  an  end  to  nomad  raiding;  and  when  the 
local  |H)pulation  have  settle<l  down,  they  will  not  fail  to  do\*elop 
the  prosperity  of  the  country. 

Referring  to  the  lectunT*s  work,  tho  'Cancase'  obaer\'es  that^ 
in  accepting  the  delimitation  of  tho  frontier,  Pcmia,  for  her  own 
])art,  had  only  peace  and  good  government  in  her  mind.  Both 
contracting  ^tarties  sought  purely  pacifio  ends,  and  now  tlra  two 
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Oormncots  art  worktni;  in  nnkm  to  inprovo  tli*  Gcok-l»pey 
Sdwfmii  mmI  Kcmhan,  mmI  llio  AiJiluilnd-MMliliftil  liiMS, 

T1i«  tIfiTcmtkm  of  llio  UuMO-lVrmu  fnmtirr  wm  efcded 
witk  •itffwmltMury  clMpatchf  Mid  wiUtoot  tlio  sBuillcvt  minoiider* 
■iMNiiag — which  brilliabt  rvtiilt  maj  be  acoMBtnl  fori  thinks  tho 
'Cmkmw,'  bj  the  foci  that  the  work  was  carrkd  out  bj  Iko 
|MutM  directly  iftt^raated,  withovt  the  iotenrtntioa  of  aaj  third 
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QlH'tt.T,   2  ft  srq.,  U\  et  Hrq.,  218  ft  tirq.^ 
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Kawliiia,  Lieutenant,  13,  46,  217,  231- 

2411,  345. 
Ram-linMin,  Sir  Henry,  294. 
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RoUrta,  Sir  Frederick,  156,  243. 
Kohri,  4. 
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!i  4.  AtloA  to  AliAonV  IVivtory  of  Euroite.    By  A.  Keith  Johni«ton . 

t  J  I.inRAflY  Ki>ITlo\.  (trmv  4tn,  £y,  jn. 
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BELLAIUS.    Till-  Transvaal  War,  1880-81.     EiHtcil  bjr  JjaAy  IU:i.. 

UAiRM.    With  II  Kruiitiii|tirrr  and  Ma|i.    8t«i,  i5R. 

BESANT.     Tlio   Rivolt  of  Man.      By   Waltkr    Bbjiaxt,    M.A. 

Hevrnth  K<llti<*n.    Cmwn  Irn,  ja.  M. 

Boa«lini;!*  in  lUln^lai^    ('mwn  8vo,  7«.  (y»\, 

BFA'KnnxiK.    rulnis^anil  Tnlliallan;  or  IVi-tlt!<liin*  on  Korili.    ||« 

lli<tt<»rv  nit'l  Aiiti«|intif«.  With  Kliiri<lati«iiiii  of  Hi->illlNh  I4A>  ami  I'kaiiN-trr 
fpiin  the  Ititr^h  nimI  Kirk-fM*««ion  Hcr.irilii  iif  tluit  IMiitri*-!.  Iljr  I*a«ii* 
IlKVKKiiHiK.     i  vn|4.  Hvn,  with  lllii<«trali«inis  47*. 

BLACK  IK.      Lav!*  an«l   lj4«;:<'nil!*  of  Ancient  OrtHvi*.      Br  Joiix 

RTr«RT  III  ««-Kir.  KiiirritUN  |*Miff<<Mir  of  Urrrk  ia  the  Untvrr»ny  nt  K4i«* 
Imrch.    H<*«-fiiiil  K<iitMin.     Vrm\\.  »vn.    in, 

T\\o  Wixdoni  of  Coctlio.    Kcap.  8vo.    C*lot1i,  rxlra  gill,  6m. 

BLACKW(X)|ys   MAdAZINK.  fnmi  (%>nintinmncnt  in  1817  to 

Iinlcx  tf»  Blarkwooirii  Ma;;a/.ine.     V«»li«,  I  to  50.     Srii,  15a. 

Talrj*   from    Blarkwoo^l.     Fortiiin^;  Twch'p    Volnnit**   of 

IntriTKliiii;  nii*!  AniiiHtiit*  ll.iilwny  n«>>i>tinff      IMtvOnr  KhtlHaK rarli  hi  Ihit^Y 
Otvrr.     N>lf|  >ti-|>:irn1*ly  at  all  lUilwny  lbHik«liillii. 
Tlicr  may  «!««•  Iw  h.iil  iMtiinil  in  rhiih.  tf «.,  an«l  In  hnlf  mlf.  rlrkir  grill,  jga. 
or  19  voliniK-a  in  6,  lloxKitrchr,  via.,  ai»«l  k.-«lf  rrd  nnimrm.  tim, 

Til«'?«  fnuii  r.la«kwo«Hl.    Now  Sfric**.    Coni|»lrlr  inTwenlr. 

fonr  Hhlllinc  Partit.     llMn<l<«oinHy  tMMintI  in  19  \nU,,  rttilh.  ^oa.     |«  lnatl»rr 
l»ark,  Knxl»iirf:hrKlyI»«,  yjt.M.    Inh^U i-A}f,iii]\,$7:(<d.    la  half  iwwrnrr*!,  %^k, 

St;unlanl   Novi'N.    Unifonn  in  pim  «n«l  li^ihly  Printrtl. 


Enrh  Novi-l  rnni]il<-l«*  in  on^  v»»linii^. 

FInnn  Srri<»«,  lllnKtrnt***!  D'iaHvl 


Tnv  Cnt^nx.r.'n  I<nn,     Hr  Mirli.irl  Scnft. 
Tm»:  fid  is»:  «»K  Tin:  Miixa:.    Ily  thr  Kiiiir. 
CvitlU  TiMMOros.      |lyt.'n|>l.iiii  ll;iiiilltMn. 
AyiSfkiMor  THK  Pakimii.     My  John  tialL 
Tiir.  Pmoviwt.  hr.      Hv  Jt»hii  tJ.ilt. 
MiK  Ahurrw  Wvi  ir.     Ilv  John  (Lilt. 
Tiir  K.NTAiu    Ily  .l<»hn  tJ  ill. 
MiKs  MiM.i.Y.     Itv  IP'alriif  Mav  HMtt. 
liKciNAi.n  Daltiim.     liy  J.  U.  Ii'««kli-«rt. 


Pi  N  (»«-r.!«.     Br  TVan  ||*iAk. 

Adam  lli.Aia.    Hy  J.  «l.  Wii-klMrl 

ItMtr   l.>»'ii   Wit*i*mn*mto,      0jr   Ornrral 

Hir  K.  H.  llamkT. 
R«i.r%i  Oi«rM„    Ily  Mr« OUpbuit. 
Tiir  IVnriTi'AL  C'raAnc     llj  Mr*  Oll- 

(•hant. 
Mi-o  MAKJ«»Rtn«xR«.     nr  Mra  ON|4i««t. 
Jmiin  :  A  l^ivr  Hltirjr.     Iljr  Mra  Oli|4MiNt, 


«»r  III  t'liilh  IVvtrtiN,  9*.  M 

Hhillinff  Rtim,  IHui'tnitMl  Corrr. 
Tiir.  IlnTfin.  ami  Tiir  no«T«»R*i«  Familt.     ^*ln  Friui.r  FrMPaiw,  Xtonta  at  Mrva. 

Hy  Mrx  oiipli.iiiL  kr 

Till   l»irr.  <»K  MANxir  Wai^ti.     Py  D.  M.     Tii»  ?*rn%i.Traii. 

M'»ir.  I.i»r.  IN  Till:  K%fc  Wn«T.    WyG.  F.  Ita«f«««i. 

rixiN^fi  «R  S«rNr.H  Axn  8iirr»iif^.     Py     V*i.ri!ii-i :   A   R«Htiaa  Mury.     B^  J,  g. 
K.  Ilanliii.in.  li>M-kh-irt. 

Or  in  Cloth  B'tanla.  t*.  M. 

BLACK MOUK.     The  Mai.1  of  Skrr.     V.y  R.  P.  Blackmork,  Author 

of  '  l^>ma  |i«»on«','  kr.     Kk^'-nih  F^litinn.     Cro»n  tv**,  7a.  64. 

BOSCOnKL  TRACTS.     Rrlatin-  to  the   F>capc  of  diarlcn   th# 

y*»i"nni|  nflfT  Ihf  llilll**  nt  WorrfMitT,  aiwl  hia  atiliMHiiirnl  A'lvrntnrna.  IMitr«| 
1>v  J  llt-oiirx.  K^i  .  A.M.  A  N<«r  l>liii«tn.  vith  a<Miiinnal  N«*««hi a»«l  Ulna. 
trritioiiK.  iii<-lti<lini;  ('tMiiitiiini'-atiMhi  fn>ni  th**  Her.  H.  II.  Uarnam,  Atitliiir  «f 
the  *  lnk'"l<l«il*y  ly*i{riKl«.'    im,  with  Knin^vinxa,  tf*. 

BRACKKNBURV.     Tho  Rivor  Column  :  A  Narrative  of  the  AH. 

v«?ii.'  of  th**  Kirff  Column  of  thr  Nile  Kt|Mf|itioniry  INtm",  anil  Ha  Rrtnm 
down  th^  U:«|>i«|a.  Hv  M>Oor-(;«*nrr!«l  lli^ar  RaarKrwaiRT,  C  fl.,  l^«CnHi> 
mamllni:  thr  Kiver  Cxlnnin.  With  Mnpa  hy  Major  tha  llt«.  K.  L.  I*.  On*.. 
•OKKK,  Royal  Iiiah  Kiflra    Crown  fivo,  7*.  6d. 


ii 


LIST  OP  BOOKS  rUULISIIBP  BT 


IIKOAIM.KV      Tniif.  1*4^1  atHl  IV- nt      H'ltli  m  N^rr^tiv.  of  t>.r 
BKOOKK.  Ijfr  i.r  Sir  Jmiit-.  |{i|«H  i.f  S«rtoV«k.     Frtu  hi*  r«r«iMl 

•  I    I    -•..  illMxitl    INrvKBM    ||.|^i4».        l.«iBfl»|y   thn  .•t«f|    !■    Ik*    hTj-** 

«  'k  r«tt*>i  ••■I  •  Mar    '"^i  ••"•  •••  *< 
BROl'i;ilAM.      Mrtn..ir*  n(  iIm^  bir  «n.i  Tihh*  *-!   If* nrt   U>f«l 

BROWN       Tlir  K.n-t.r      A  PrAftNal  Irrjti-*  i^i  tl.r  PUitiitij. 

It     ■•   •.      ■•»lli"<*t'   Mlt^.a-    '■■«   ••It    ■•••   !*•■•        Ht   !•«••     |l«.    •  •     1 1.  I* . 
I     •,•     t  -•     -r  ak  ■    K    !•««•  f  •«   •    ■•!•  •»!   I    ^a^c     Ik  «  i        '•    II    «••     T    •«   I   (*• . 

•  •  ■  W  ni    I.I  ir*.  ff««  M^  •»!  ••i*»^-  1      k-  I ••  •>  •.  •  *%  l-^fa«  Bi^ 


IlKdWN     Til*   Kil.K  •••(!:.  ••*.'«   KV-l*\V..rk-     |U  J.ii\  ThoMkii 

|lK(n\  N      A    M.tix.I  ..r   H-iit.1.  Amt  i.,-  «t   «r.  I    1*1.1  .•i.]«v*' •! 

•  •  ii..  I  »     r  •■    1.1a      Hi  k  •■■•  |i».«  >    V  I     r%  11     ir-  •••■..  •»•» 

r.M  II  \N       h.lr>»iii'i'>fv   It  «t  !-•  I   ••(   \|« ti<>r' t'-.-«        1:%   Aivt* 

•  ••••  k    ■••    kt    9H*>     ^...••1*  .fiw  fc       .K   k      v*«*-*j 

I  ■•'■•■  ' 
|;MII\N\N       11m    Hl.r*    II  .M«».  !•  a  ..f  1.  t.!r.l    Afi..  n      lU 

J       ••■ft  Mt«.«         ^  ••••  •     ■§     /      >i-  l«  I  ••  ■  •  • 

IM'KI  IIM«K        Ik.tti.  >i,.      y,   t    iili'irv.    \\  ••»••«     l••^i•^•k.•.    ••  •! 
i«s|k     •■■••      i%        I*  i->*>.i«ik«i*      ,,._•«•■.« 

•  ■■•••.••■-    'r     ■••»ii    ••■»•!•-•..•«.  I    ■••  9    s 

!••■•■  *•       •  I     li*        ■  «       •»     I*    .     •  Ik     ■•    ■    •   •*•     ■  ■•  •••■  t»l»»^ 

«•      IP  ■ 

^^^^^-      I  iiiiit  i«r*l    lli'.ti      1  k.i   r    r*    |ii.«ti>«*i    •!■••    iiMf  »   «*kwkl. 

•  -■l«  '■,.>i|t.      '^ai't  ••''§•■•      •«  a^M  l««^«^  1^ 

•       *  '■■  •  ••*•••  ••»•■  ■■'••I     *■•••  •!#■«•         IP*        >^ 

lU  KiKN        lti«   iii-t  ri  •!  H..i:«i.  I      ri*itu  A.^«*-    ■•  •  UvavftMk  tk 

•k*ll>>'a         'It-        ••-J«  .■■|«. «  ii*i>«ll         .k*»*, 

■  •It  tl  .*•.  ^       *•       •       ••»'•»  k««     •»•     la««r^.4     l.a  kMS, 

A  •      •      •»«   !■••■•        *•«•!•        4-      ,• 

lli*t  ffi   "(  tir    |;«itii|«  Ijiaprr  aufii..  Ik*    !(•  ^n  •  f  t^«»«vk 

.       I  :.•    >- .4   AW->*  1        N>  ■     !'>•  li    k       t'i«>«ii  Fix.  ii«    f*l 

111!     I'mm'k   liuMl-r       Nt«    Kiiti-a       I  r>-«f«  •«".  ••   fol 

lil    [K       IK*    |l*f«.aA    IUt«ii»f       H'f.'r*...!  It    i^imt   «l   lU    ll.Jf 
II.  *w««.  ••  I -«^  I   «?*-••    ^* «•*-«»«  t»w*  V  r*«  ■•  r-M  t     •«« 

k*«>wtV«IW««*l%ll|    •*!   1  •«•«   %  IM      «^*w«  •  •»  iw  •«»••  M«  « 
k  f       I*  •  •   *•   »*"mm  $*•    •*.*%  >■■*<*   *^*  •»--«4      4  •    ■• 

1  kw  AliM.  «#  M  C.J-taU      W.tk  k  iNkk*  r««kf4ff«««  m4 

III  TT     M>-  M.'IU      Bt  Btkfkta  ■  U*i  iw  rr     CW^p  r-lit»^.  |«. 

Ali«ik     |l«iWA-ik««»l*lli-«  M.i:*  '    3«»l«fff^kMk, 
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CAIKl).    Rcli^on  in  Coninion  Lift>.    A  Sfnnon  pn*ac1i«H|  in  Cntliie 

CliitP'h,  f>rl)>tM*r  14.  1855,  Wfrm*  lift  )li^i«iitr  tlw  Qiiem  awl  Piinrn  Alti^rt. 
riil'liHhfNl  hy  llrr  MuH'Vty't  C>iiiiiiiiimI.  Iljr  Jtinsf  Caihu,  D.U.,  l*rtiM:i|«l  uf 
thr  t'nivrrMtty  of  Gl.-i«t:«>v.    Ch^ap  KdiUoo,  jil. 

CAMKUON.    r.ni-lic  Naiiicx  of  IMunU  (SrottiNh  an<l  Iriitli).     Col. 

Irrtrd  and  Arranpfl  in  S«-iriitiltr  Onlrr,  wUh  N«*lnion  tliHr  Ktyinofcyy,  thrlr 
Uncm.  riant  8ii]NTntitlonn.  kf.,  anHini;  the  OIIm,  with  ro|iio«a  GarHr,  |£aigUah, 
iiml  84'ientini*  Imliueii.    Ilj  John  Camkhiin,  bMinkrUnd.    Ivo,  7*.  6d. 

CAMPliKLIi.    Somioiid  IVnclml  Wfore  the  Qiitt'ii  at  lUlmornl. 

By  tlif  Rrr.  A.  A.  CAMinri.u  Miniatcr  of  Cniihi«.  1*IiIi1wIm4  hf  Cuttuuiid 
of  Ilrr  M.-vii*Mty.    Crowu  8%-«».  411.  6d. 

CAMTUKLL.     IN-ronU  of  Arj;yll.     l<<»;:«'inlis  Tnu1iti<»ii«,  an«l  Ke- 

collcctuinN  of  AniyllKhirc  Hi|:hlaiHlrrM,  rtillrrird  rliiilly  fntn  lh«  Gaelii-. 
With  Note*  un  tho  Aiitiipiity  of  the  DreM,  CU«  0>ltrtini  or  Tartaim  of  lh« 
Ili;:lilflniler<*.  I)y  L^iki*  Am  iiiit.%ii»  CAMi-Hri.i.  llluiilrBlr«|  wiik  NiMvteva 
ftill  pd^f  KtrliinKK.    4to,  |iriutc«l  on  haB<l-ma«le  !<•]••-'.  Z.it  3^ 

CAProN.     Victor  llu^'o.     A  Memoir  aiul  a  Study.     By  Jamcm 

C.\n'«»x,  JI.A.    Pout  bvo,  loH  (nl. 

CAUIUCK.     Koiiiiii!4M ;  or,  >Vrni«*iit<il  Man?**  Milk:  and  itn  l'«ra 

in  th«  Trnitnimt  an«l  Ciirv  nf  INilnionary  OHiiium|4t«Hi,  and  olK«^  Wa«1iii|C 
DisiMHrM.  With  an  Apfifnilii  on  thr  Ui>t  M«-th<Mlii  o|  Frnnmiia^  l'«ifr*»  Milk. 
My  <iM>iu:K  L.  C4Kiih  K.  M.l»..  I..U.C.H>:.  amt  I^R.C.I*.K.,  ilijrikMa  to  tiM 
lintiNh  KnilmHiiy.  bt  IVtrrnhur):,  &c.    Cmvn  Vvn,  tun.  M. 

CAUV'IX.     A  Trt'o^ury  of  \\\v.  En^li'ih  and  Ck'mian  Lan^aym. 

Ci>ni|>i1<>it  front  thr  \m-»\  AMthnnt  an<l  I^XM*<i|:ra|i|irni  in  tmlli  Ijanpusera. 
A<ia|>(<'4  til  thr  Vnf  of  ShiMiU,  htmlfntK.  Tra^rltmi,  and  Mm  of  b««iMnM; 
ami  fiinninc  a  OoMi|vininn  to  nil  OrniMn-Kni:li»h  INrtliinanrm.  B%  J««»Kr«« 
CuviN,  hi.  D.k  rh.U..ortlie  L'unrmityuf  Utftlinirrn,*e.  Cruwn  »Vu.  7a.  64. 

CAVE-lUUnVN.      T«iiiilH»th    Palace  and  iU  AwKK-ialiona.     By  J. 

Cav»  liKowN.  M.  A..  Vi<-nr  of  mtiin.'.  Kmt.and  f<ir  manf  yean  Chraf^  of  Ijim. 
W[\\  r.irith  riiiiri  li.  With  nn  lntriMln«-tt<«n  hy  th«  ArrliM«lin|» of  raattrtiaffy. 
8<-ron.i  K'liliMii.  1  untainiii-.'  an  a'Mittoik-il  Ciia|»tcr  «•  MciUcvaJ  Ufa  la  Um 
Ulil  ralanit.     8Vi»,  with  IIIUiitiatl«<l.H,  ;fiM. 

CHAHTKIUS.    Can<»ni«ity ;  or,  h::irly  ToHtimoniea  to  the  RxiMenre 

nml  U»r  «>r  th*'  iWxik*  cif  thr  N'tw  T<  Mammt  IUm^I  on  K  iniilio#pt*«  *g««r|. 
](>iii>:iniiiilnnu'.'  K^lil'-d  1*y  A.  II.  t'liAkTrNia,  D.ll.,  lYofmor  9t  IkliUral 
Cnticinni  in  thr  Untveraity  of  K<linlHiryh.    Ivo.  itc 

CHIR(^L    'Twixt  GtvvV  and  Turk.     By  M.  Vale^tinb  Chirol. 

Voti  8vo.    With  KmntiH|>ir4*e  and  Map,  io«.  M. 

CIIKISTISON.     Life  <»f  Sir  Holnrt  niriMiiMm.  Bart.,  M.I).,  D.C.U 

OMin.,  rr<>r«>ii<«<>r  r.f  .Molit-al  JurinpriHlrniv  in  th«*  L'ntTmitlx  of  Killhil«n^ 
K'litnl  l>v  hiH  Mmxh     In  tnu  vnU.  H\*>.   Vol.  I. -  A«toU«igra|4iy.  itm,   \vL  II. 

—  Mitnoira,    Shn,iltt. 

CIirm:H  SKUVICK  SOriKTV.    a  B^wk  on  Common  Onlrr : 

lU'in^'  Konnii  of  Wurahii*  ianurd  liy  Ilia  Cliim-h  bfnrM.-«  Biii-icty.    FoartJi  Ui- 

tl'MI.  6*. 

COCHllAN.     A   Handy  Tixt-PMK.k  of  Military  I-aw.    Coni|»tlra 

rhirfly  to  auMitit  Ottircr*  i*n|uirin);  f«»r  Kiaminalioa:  alun  fur  all  (Mb-vtaof 
thr  IlcK'iilar  aad  Aniillary  K<»n'ra.  H|ir<'Mlly  arraniM  •rmr«iina  in  tW  Hyl. 
UImih  uf  Hiilt|rrt«  nf  Kxaniinati<»n  fi»r  Pmniolioii,  <|nr«Hi*a  Kr^lallnaa,  iHtS. 
CtMnpriNink;  nlao  a  Bynoinilv  of  |*ari  of  thr  Armv  Art.  Uy  Maj«i«  K.Oniiaaa, 
llam|Mhirr  lirgimcDt,  OarriftB  InairtH  tor,  hortli  BrtUiili  INaUtat.  Ciwa 
Iro.  7a.  M. 

COLQUHOUN.    Thf   Moor  and  the  T/Kh.    Containing  llinntt 

Inatrurtinna  In  all  lli^'hlnnd  M|HHi«.  with  Wan«leHnff«  nvcr  Ona  mA  OnrwM, 
Flood  an«l   Pril.     By  John   C'«iA/rNnt  x.     ttixtk   IdlUoa,  pwllf 
With  lllaaintloDa.    a  vola.  poal  Ivo,  i4a. 
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ii    OOTTKRILU    TW  nr»r.i«  af  tU  Cirafck.    Bv  iIip  Mwlrt.  Brv.    | 
!     COTTKKILL    Smui^tr^l  luu^rm*  m  INiMic  KrW-k     Bv  <\  t*.    | 
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CRAKKTliUK.    TW  HnriM  ^4  AIU««  TiUII««.    TrMi4al«4  tet* 

%•««#.  vilkUi^tffU  rv<.«4  lll»4 rain*  }b<^«     |i|i*«MOu»- 
«.  IX.ll.  A«4kNr«l«TrM»l«l»«i<*C«l«a***    CV««*»t^ta. 


>   Til*  Klr-.tr«  III  hrtiMs  l*r«it«tlt«ik   Tru»Ul»«l  ima  Ki^sh4i    |, 

Y*w.  wHh  Lil*  af  U»  t^-«.  m4  in«*«ra«Hv  y«l*«    I'kava  tii^  f*  M 

CRAWKI»I(I».     TW  Ihrlrm^  nl  IMv  HrtiHmr  wp*ii»g  iW 

A<'*i  1 X.    »f  lWlrt»y-i^*«i  €*■<•-—».  Hit.  1^  »i«y.4»t^<lyl» 


Ito  |'M«r«Ml«  m4  Mial^«^      |.-iHk  IMillMA      H^  •»». 

TW    FaIWHhmI    IiC  (M.|,i%4Hftlrff«^   m    lU    IV»rfttl 


lir«»-«  mt  H^^M  mi  mill  11  *m  IW  imi^ii     TWM  KiKi  tk  ib%»»<  m* 
TW   riv«rliiH|{  af  IW  l>w«s  mnI  «4Wr  ynwiia^     ivis 

f«  M. 

Tlir  MTMrfir«  «if  C1iri*liMHy.     f 'n-vn  a«ts  >  M. 


IIAVIIX    A  IW4  mC  TInhiiHiU  for  r«rrr  luv  im  IW  V««r.    I«^ 
DAVIIX     N*iri*lk  llf^MiU  aifl  Rivrr»;«ir.TWWalrf«ai>. 


•»4  |IMNN««  •!  KmI  A««I«      W%  «*    «■••«••«•••  |H«IM    Awlfc  m  ai  ** 


t 

t  l^«|««  |,l«l»«      •-««•»  t*^ 

I     DR  AINSi.lK.    Ufr  ••  I  W«r  Foim^  li.    B5  i^rwt^  !>■  AifM.it. 
'      I>DH*ARTKj<.    TW  MHWil.  M««liUtM«.  m»I  rir««rt|4i«  if  n.iU. 

>••  |»lt««|t»  '.nm*   I  .*.•.  IImI  «"  •!  •«4  «  ■.•-'  •!    -^  tW  CaM'M**  ir^itiMtM 

i«u«to-«    A  >•«  i-4<t-^  *•>••  1^  s«*'^    r*****  M 
IMIK)N      TW  (;.t«Mii*      r.«  ikr  R*«    r«iWr  tNi»«.  «l  1 W  OiOrf 

M#  rw^^i^  rf««ra     TuaiiUiil  lato  lU^-fc  if  ■••«•■•  LaaMi  p«  iba«  • 
»<«f     itw«aa*«^f«  ••! 

DfV;K   <M'K    |ili\ll'>Tir\TKIi     TWir  Tffr^MMl  to  ivfrfvttrv 
DCCANK    "TWai«..#v^lli«irf.Bn^«|.XII.   Tf ailUflif 

9M«tMk%M«*      ftt  »4l'«a»ta«  Ik  Ca*a.  ^C  MA     ••«  a^  M 

Dl'lMSr^lN  |lia«.ifT    ol    IW    MwWtKk    m^ 

|ji«M    l««to*«v    llMa^    *^    ^    IMi«*»'«    VW 

A«  ■ -^M -4  III*  IM.  ••  •««  rSi^iiBiWtW  •*•«  Mil  •  mm«t^tf»'%M 
•M  M^al  »«i*     ^  «••-«  fee  •»••••«   i|j^ia<  iai  ^Ma^4 
»««*     IWi  ii^  ««A  liMHtaaia^*.  a^  m 

nrxHMoRK   Mm^ai  «4  iw  u«  •!  tw^uu.  «*  ••  iw 


DrrRK.    TWiv^u  mm  An. 

Ui  iMal  iHy-     Ti 
EtlOT      r>a^<B>  »3m|'»  L<fr,BrUM  Ift  Wt  l««irf«  atol 
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ELIOT.     Work«  of  (iror^'f  Klii»t  (<'a1.iiut  hltlition).     ILmtlwiniOy 

ij  printiil  III  It  iirw  !>!•••.  /%  viiluii»t«,  i-riurn  »»•»,  |.rirr  ^n,  yi.     Tlir  Vi-hni.t* 

I  are  •!*«»  »Mil.|  iH-|i-ir:ilri).  |»ri«T  *■.  i  .n-h,  vi/  •  — 

.;  K«>ini>U.    a  »iiU.-  Sil.i«  M  m*"  r.  flif  ljfii-»l  Vnl.  Ilpithrr  Jai-«<h.    i  v.i|  — 

■  A'Uiii   lt<-<l«*.    9  tMl«.     S<  •  iM«  of  I'li-ni  III   l.iff.    «  ti*|i'.- Hi'   Mill  rtii 

thf*    KIm««.    9   voU.     Ki  lu    lliilt      *  t<<U      Mii(i||t*iii.iM-li.     I    vhIh.    - 

i  l>iitiMl    mroiitl.t.    3   «nN.— Till*  ?<|Miiip>li  ti>|'*>.    I  «i4.— JmI^I,  kmI 

f>th«-r  riM-iii<«.  (Mil  ah«l  N<-w.      I  \til. -  TlM-<>|<iira«tiiN  ttu«-b.     i  vul. 
K'tavn.     I  \"»l. 

I^ifr  ol  (m-up^i*  Kliot.    (':i1>iii<t  F^litimi.    Willi  Pitrl  mil  atnl 

I'thtT  llliiKtrilioii*      ."*  *m|w.  rri>«ii  >>\".  i-t>. 

Nov.ls  liy  Cf^iki.k  Ki.iiir.     rliiii|i  K.>Utiiiii.     Ail.un  lliili*.     11* 

lust  rat  (ll.      .v*.  Nl..  rlnili.— Tin*  Mill  «»ii  tin*   KI<»»».      Illo*- 
t  tratiil.      3>.  J"l.,  rluili,  — Siriifj.  iiI("|itI«'«1  Lifi'.      Illiiiiliatiil. 

\  I  3s..  rlotli.— SilA!«   MariM-r:   Tli*'   WimVit  «f  IUvrli»r.      Illii^* 

'  trntcil.     2«.  fHl.  I'I'itli.  -  Kilix  lli*lt.  llic  li.iilir.ll.    lIlnMratnl. 

y.  imI..  iliiili.— IhiiiioIh.     Wnh  Vi;;iMtii'.     y.  (nl.,  fl»th. 

I     Miilillciiiiirt'li.     Cmun  Svo,  7n.  ful. 

'     Daiiii'l  UiTciinlft.     ('n»wn  8vo,  711.  fn\, 

I'^oiv".    r.y(lK»»HOK  Kt.iuT.    Nrw  Kiliti«»n.    Cniwii  8%o,  ;•. 

lni]iH"»>i«iiiM  of  Tlir«.jilir.i«.iu!«  Siirli.    NfW  Kililinii,    CVimn 

Tlu'  Sp.iiii«.li  (ly|»«v.     Cmwn  Svo,  5<. 

Thf   l^"«T!i.l  oi  .Iiiluil,  mill  oihtT  l*iH'iiis  OM  aimI   Nvw. 

N»'«  Klitfii.     K«-.«|».  fcvii.  5*  .  tl.oli. 

WiM',  Witty,  aii'l  Ti-ihIit  Sayiii'j*,  in    Pnv^  nii«l   Yrn»«'. 

^}<■l•■f■t•'•I  fioiii  i)ii>  Wt.rk«  n' <i»..i-.i.r  Ki|i<r.     >i-\.-titit  f>liiitm.     K<  ip.  t«'•^  f-*. 

Till"  (M-iir^»i»  Kliot  lint  Inlay  Inwik.     rniitiil  on  liiir  |»;i|"-r, 

Willi  n«I  l»ir.|rr.  iinl  li.iiii|«.>itit  i\  lii>iiiii|  in  il.tJli,  i;ilt     Fi«|«  **••,«  liilh.  j*  M. 
An«l  III  rri-mli  iiimlm  r..  ..f  |(ii>«i.i.  *< 

ESSAV.S    ON    SOCI.VL    .*^rrJKriX      Orijiiially  v»'*'1»'*li"l  in 

iln*  'Siiiinliv  I{.\iiw.'    A  Nf*  K«liiii«ti.     Kirn!  «iiil  >i-«iiiol  N-m**.     •^••ta. 
■■r<i»li  >\<',  ♦.».  r.n  ll. 

EWALD.     Tlie   ('r«>wn    ami    it-*   A«lviM'r«  :   or,   Qiiii-n,   MiiiiMrr«, 

I.opN.  aiiil  O'liiiiion".     It\  At  >  \«M'>  k  1  iiaki  tm  K«aii»,  K.>A.    Ctnniil^". 

FAITHS   OK  TIIK   WOIMJ),  Tin-.     A  romi-t.  HiMnry  of  the 

tin  it    |l<-li.:i>.iiH  S\ oil  III*  i>r  till-   W'tri'l.      Il\  \-iti..ii«  AiitlM>ia       |ii-|iiir  Ikr  M 
('•III'!*'   Loiuiit  —  .^••-••ihl  ^I'liiH.     t'iitii|-ii  if!  Ill  ifiir  tiiiiimr,  rr««ii  («••.  }•         ^ 

*  FAUUKU.     A  Tour   in   (ir ••  in    iK.So.      I'.y    Hhiiaki*    Ripi^y 

i  K^uitiR.     Willi  T«>  Mtv  •  •!  \iti    riili-|-.«^<-    Ii|ii«trali.iii4    l»y    I<«'lil»   Wim«i.|i. 

t  i{"\.il  »»••,  Willi  «  M   ji,   jix  ^  ' 

j  FArClT.     SoiiH-  ••!  Sii.ik«-)H'an''i  Ft-niali'  Cli.irai'liTj*.     In  ii  S^rii-* 

t  ofl^ltt-rv     llx   li>ii\«   K«iiiT.  l.o>%   M«i.ii>.      Willi  ri.rtr III >  rhcrm Ml  l.f 

'  tlir  l.i'i'  V    lloil.     Iit'ii    ii<-l   l>.v  >|--ii.   I'l  riiii^o'Mii  Ut  lirr  Mm«|  (irarHiBB 

*  M.i|.-*tjr  thr  t^Mf*  Ti.     4i--.  j-rii'i'-l  "ll  ||.in  limilr  i..i|.t-r 

I  FERKIKI!.      IM.iI..-..j.liii.il    Wmk*  of  tliv  lair  Janifi  F.  Fi-mi-r,      ■ 

',  IVA.  OxMTi  .  Priir '''••■r  iif  M<>r-«l  I'liiN^mj  li;i  .iiiil  p.-litn-.i!  F^mM>im  .*«t  An^in-wa. 

Niw   |-;.|iti.iii.      I.<lit»-.|   l>\   Nir   Ai.ix.   ttHtM,    ILitt.,  li.C.I^.  ■•hI   l*i^>irMiir 
,  I.I  xiiiM.iiiN.     3  v.<l-    i-ntwii  b\.i,  |4«   f.|. 

•  liiotitutfp  of  Mfta]i)i\!*ic.     Tliinl  K«liti>>n.     lo*.  6»L 

I^'ciurfH  on  llu-  Eiirly  tlri^-k  I'liiltwijiliy.    Tliinl  Ktlitinn, 

;  loa  »-l. 

i  PliilA*o|.]iii*al  Kcmain*,  inrlinlin;;  the   Ijrrtun-ii  on  EnrW 

nr^rk  riiil.i«'>|.)i%-.     1  voU.,  34* 

1  FLETCMEK.     Lirtimi   (»i,   tlip   Oinninj;   rinii"***   of  ili«»   Liliiny 

(|«>li%^r(H|  tn  Ht  raul'ii  Chiirrh,   MinlHifitii.      lijr  Ji^mh  H    ri.ifftNrH.  M  A. 

Criiitn  Ivn,  4f. 
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iM^rWviklVHiM    DmR  Ik  BiM  UctaM  fcf  iln-  I 

^-    I. — .^.i^w  >  k. »-....  cm>h^*>  '! 

UALT.    Aa>ul>»<ilMl*«nJi.    %  JiMa  lUu.    ru^I*^■•.  |, 

TWIV">«4.     P'a|i.fni,M.  'I 

>ttrA»ln  •«'}!«■.     l'«4rl*^M.  tj 

OENKH.VL  A-^-<KUbLV.I>P  TIIErill'M-ll  UP  MXITLAXII.  ,. 


B^-'^^^^^^id^  I! 

"nTlJlir^  lltMWl,  «U  Ptw4  TWi  to  Mh  11)^    I 
■  ■■-  JWfc_iWNtlli—il  Aw****     I  blfilMii  iy|w^ ifc    .. 

OMUiim_"iu^  -    '        '   /xmi.    ^  ■.  k  Omm*. 
oomirw  PAriT.   pm  i.  tmmMm*  b«ii*  v<"»^  '} 


^^^^^■^^^^H 

Hf^ 

^^^^^^^^^^1  ; 
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^^^^^^^H  i 

GUKTMES  KAIST.     )'..ttll.    TrH...lu 
GOETHE.     IWiii*  ami  lUliula  or  (;.H'llic 
OOHDOX  UUJlMlXa     Al  ll.n.iJ  ii. 

A  L.i.iy'.  Crui«  in   •   Frm.h 

F'rt-Ko,...i«m^    Tl.rKit.pl 

■""V!™;i'ir4'roi.-;  Tliv  VS-fniili;  il 

tIEl>~l  Silk  •  KhinilBif.    IIHIiH.  tJrt. 

W„i,d,.ni,^- in  fliiim.    i  vuU.  8 

ItUAIIAM.     TIk'  Lite  ami  \\'>n\  of  tt 

U>  UiHtl  -Ci>J>.nrl  U.  V.  I.  OluHlH.  Ii,8  C. 

,    OllANT.     lIiKh-I-ife  in  (junnoUnd. 
1    nAMEllVoS.''''w/n.l'.Hi..lr«e:  A  Si-tr 

"■^"''■''';'^  ,' ■.■■''^'■";;'::;:a 

;.  ',  .. ''■  '  ■  '  ■  ■  ■■'•'^ 

Ml'IJl':.    .!■■'-.         ■        1  1  ,',VX«. 

^^^^^1 

. "sVr"\v,,                    .    ,  '  Tl,"'') 

T-p>   !'■•■■•■       !■           ■       >.ltiih 

IIAMlLT'iN            '                       A  ii , 

11A1II.KV.     h     '                        ■■■■  '.^v'%\i, 

:       Ti ■   >  ..■■     .         '■■.     l,-.,.y.      . 

^^^^^^H'l 

'      ""tC>'-         '  ■      .^.1R< 

^^^^^^^^^^1' '' 

W.ll„,_' ■.  1  ■,„,,[,   A   .M>lilifi 

1                         CF..W.  »..,  ,.. 

Our   lV.r   Krlnml.*      A    ll.il.u 

tr..„«.-M.II»h,K™..,On-l     C«.-.l.. 

HAMI.KV.    Ouilly,..r  Kot  OuihYf    A 

Tr2i.*rr'n''H«n!'''MVlirir'<T.^ 

;                  KnudClHki-irlMllHHi    Cn»B  IT...  u. 
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— —    Mii«t  Mmwm*  fcif  llci«|4Uli  awl  Wck  UrMMR.    Pc^i.  tfi^ 
1URIII9(«IN'.    OHffv  T<HiiiU  r<>IM|:t.    HIiHrlM*  ciT  |In>  llHlnrr  •! 

IIAHKLI^     ltit.l-  l*«niii;:«.     Itj  K.  J.  IU»ru.    (>»««  gv«s  •«. 

IIAr.     Thr  Wiifk*  i-r  Ihr   lii;.*lit  Krr.   IH  il^^j^  Umr.lU^kmfmf 


«••!•  Il*i»4r  Mrl  r-«irwl  mI  IW  Jl«ik»«     I  t^a  •««••  •?%  tM«M  »  »«ll 
j  H*4k,  41,  i«     m.  smM  ari^ttlrly     tU. : 

I      !*»••»  i|«l  I.  •#.«••• '-f  IV If      •  t-^  .  «• 

:     IIK.\TI.KV.     TKr  ll..r^(>«»rt'<  H«i;«««f>l.     A  IImUt  MMliral 

!•«•  I.  9m  M^rv  N«a  «Im  mmm  •  !••««»      1^  U  M.  n«AtiM.  Il  KC«  VA 

Tb.-  St..  k  Own.  t*«  llfliNlr.     A  IUinIt  Mr^llrjl  Tff««li>r  1^ 


IIP.MAN4.    TV  r.»tir4l  W..fk«  of  Mm  H>i—i^raryTM4  TM- 

IIOIIAKT    TArilA.     Tkr  T«#f««l»  t<r4rr  ;   Ktf^fMm  4«n^  lk» 
IIOIX     A  IV«*k  alvHii  KA«r«  ■    ||<nr  l«i;f«««  •»!  Aaw  TkrOL     |lf 

IW  M  f    I  ■«-■  II  4 1       |l>Mb  M  ••«•    •vvMP'*      iM««  tvi^  |»  fti 

]     II03IK  I'K AYKIi<«     IW  Uinftrr*  «f  ilw  lli«frli  .4  IW«|U»I  mi 
IIOMKIl.     TW  iU%m^%      Tr«ifl«t««l  iMi*  Kivli-k  Vrtv  to  lb» 


r 


^•1    •«• 


TIn>  IIi»I.    Tr«ft*Ui<*l  I7  r  ».  Wiitouif 

IIOHAl  *K      M  irv  V«p««  «i#  Mr«4*  •»!  Ilrt  A^^v^M. 

IIVOK     TIn-  K.H.I  M«il:  H<i*«ffiiw««ii4  K  ■■■fi.    IH  Ja«» 

«i«a>«  lit »«.  ttitwnfllpMArM  m  lialt 
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J»x..<.u...     1.  .*.^.rr»<..l«.. 

"     JOHNSi'N',     Tlw-.<.-..t-.  M.i.lr.,1  Mii.M-.im. 

,-(-...  ir...i..  1-  „.-.,-..i,  ,..■■,■..  1..-— *- 

*»■ 

M    .                         .If      .l«„.k.,- 

:■.■■-:.:..-..     .r.-t^Z 

.iMii:.-.i,.v     ■!;     ,,,,,^-.     „r  .■,*.,„ 

,    ^"n",,',,,,',,   ,     \    .'   '  „  .'{rC'ni. 

'       jr;£H'. ■'-/"-  ".""i";5i{ 

■  — ;„.!^i;';1':m.;'./.  ..,:.v;,lJn' 

.roiISSTOS.     I'alrMk  HiiiniUon  :  «  Tn.^ 

1.  ».'..<>»i»l,.,rf.    Dr  T.  1-.  J».>»»«.    U^ 

KKXSKIIV.    'si«i.l.  Tnnvl,  an.l  A.W.t. 

..il  111.  wJ  M:..    Ur  ITW.  W  H.  K.>i 

1              i.jf «,.  xmi,.*.   i'.-i.«.t,^ 

1  '"''°i.J'";;?;;;r*r;:;"K.J'; 

!                         Ul*lHKrrT..M|.|-,l<."..l.l.l-l^>.     ClioxX 

Kis.,1..^. ^..i™. 

,                i,i.h.. .....r.                 .  ^        ...  '■■';i™; 

j          '-''";,:::■..  ,■...:  'm  -■  ■  i^';V;;i'; 

,j             :;;:;;  l..'..'.;;:...:::::*"' 

■    ni-t.irT  i-f  111"  I..vH-ii.ii  ..f  iii«  tr. 

Tn-iiJ™,  i..«.r ..",-..... ii.r..«- 

1   ™>,ii„ii.  A^-.•»^;lil .tM.if..nii 

..(11-  ■  iii.i.«r ■■"!■' ''""'"i  W".- 1"-' fc' 

KSOLl-yS.    Tlir  Kl....iN.t.  ..f  KirM-Arti 

1          V",;:','"';!:n'.;':Vi'::"'-:;;':,:n,.!!;,j;;: 

^  !    >  '-■■     ^         "''^    1     .■■         -•»• 

^^^^^^^Hr 

'•*'~^v  :,    '             ^TiS 

^^^^^^^^H.' 

;:„,;,.,,,.,:'■...,:  .'■■,,;,',:,:.'i:- 

1     LAVEHiiNK,     Till- KiimI  Kfi.n v  of  Ktii 

l.«L      l>«  L».S.  >  ...  l...iMU...L     Tn»I.L«l 

b7  •  Hi'MUOi  V.r>..tr.     lie,  IK. 

j      LAWLE.-W.     llurri-h  :   >  Siii.W.     Ilv  iIk 
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LOtllAWLTOX     PMm*  tmi  IS— KriUfc    9f  Bnim  Ut> 

LObL     A  II— P—fc  itmrnn  Ci-tt  Wl»lw.     »r  J.  H.  Uv, 

,     A  ll*^Uih  ^  lb>  AMiff  tal  J«rtiM  (T  hm  9mM    '. 

{.Errr-iu  mny  thk  mciiLAN'iM.    RrrriMpj  hM  'TW  ; 
'i  Mciotmtr  ^ijfa  — J  Qdw.  %  ur..«^  w.  m.  un- 

j     '"r-if t>lL'  JW-4.  tSS*l3Mak*'~»C^'W-, fe 
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MACKAY.     A  Manual  of  Mo«lern  Geo^^phj ;  Matlieinatical,  PbT»- 

IcaI.  And  rnlitiml.     By  th^  Hrr.  AuexAwrHCit  Ma«*kat,  LL.D.,  F.R.O.S.    Titli 
Etiition,  rrvlAcd  to  th«  |*rrM>Ht  tini«.    CYnwn  Sto,  |i|s  6M.    yit.  M. 

Klemcntfl  of  Moilern    Geo^n^pliy.      5i*t    ThouMnd.   re- 

vUM  to  thi*  pim^nt  timr.    Crovm  tm,  pp.  300,  jfl. 

— —    The  IntcTiiietliato  ffi»oj:jnn»liy.     lTit€*Ti<1<Hl  m  an  Inteime* 

di«t«  Iktok  brtwern  th^  Anthor'p  'Ontltnm  of  Omcrapliy*  uA  '  BcMnrta  •f 


0^nfn«|t|i]r.'    Trnth  Riliti»ii.  reTi«r<l     Crnwn  tvn^  i>p.  0*4.  *». 

-  Outlinofl   of   Moilern   Gooj^rapliy.     170th   Thonwnd,  re- 

ri9r*\  to  the  pmrnt  timr.     tSmo,  pp.  118.  it. 

-  Fii^t  Sti>pfl  in  (teo^pniiliy.     82d  TliouMml.     18010,  pp. 

56.     Srirc<l.  41I. ;  rioth,  M. 

-  Elements    of    PhvMojrniphT    and    Phywral    Gi'ojn^rliT* 

With  F.xpivjiA  Rrff>rm<*^  to'the  ltt«tnii*ti«in«  rpf^ntlj  iiiiinrtl  liy  the  HrieMcv  nt4 
Art  IViwrtmcnt.    ajtli  ThouNMMl,  r«vi«c«L    Cntvit  tvn.  la.  6d. 

FacU  and  DntoA ;  or,  tlie  Ijoailinj;  Evcntu  in  Sarrpd  and 


rrofAtie  IlixtorT.  ami  thi*  rrinripal  F«rt«  in  th^  varintiA  l*hTAinil  Hrirmr^u. 
Tli«>  Mrnior>-  Immh^;  Ai«|p«t  tlift>iiithi»nt  hy  a  Hin.pk  An«l  N'Atnral  llHlMid.  For 
HrliiMiU  aimI  PriVAtn  Ri-frnMirr.     New  IvIiUo*.    Cmwn  fro,  ja.  6d. 

>rACK  AV.     An  Old  Soot«  P.riL'.ido.     Biln^;  tlie  Ifii.forT  of  MarlcarV 

|{<'j:<iiirnt.  now  inrnr|>orAtfs|  with  th^  Royal  i^rMn.  With  an  Ap|iri»«Ui  rini. 
tAiiiin^  ni.inv  (>r{,:iiiAl  DorumrntM  mnnertrfl  with  th«  lli«tnry  nt  Ik*  Hffii' 
tiirnt.     liy  John  Mackav  (lAtr)(ir  ll»i:Ni»3(nALK.    Cro«»  Vvit,  |a. 

MACKAY.     Tl»o  Koini«h»rw  of  the  Anioriran  Rcpiildic.    A  IliMopr 

of  Wii«hintrton,  A«1am4.  JrfTfrwiti.  FrAnklin.  aiiH  MaiHwih.  With  •  Hiippir* 
nirnlAry  rhaptcr  nn  the  Inhi'rrnt  Caha^a  of  thf>  ritlniNtf  FMltnrt  of  Amcnran 
l>rniiK'rn<-y.     Ily  Cii«iii.r.<i  Mack^v.  LI«.n.    iS^t  bvii,  io«.  Ul. 

MACKKLfwNR.     Moro  T*i'ave»  from  th<»  .Tonmni  of  a  Lift*  in  the 

Hik'hl.iii<i%  fritm  1863  to  tk^,.  Triiti<*UtH  intoOarlir  l>y  Mr*  Mary  MA«K»t« 
I  AR.  Ity  rf>miiiAn<l  of  llrr  Mi^i  Mty  thi*  Queen.  In  «me  vnl.  crown  fkvn,  with 
llliminliMtM.  \lm  tkr  prrm. 

MACKKNZIK.    Stmlicn  in  Romnn  T«aw.    Witli  rompnrtitiri*  Vifwn 

(•r  tlif  l.iwK  of  Kr«iirr,  Kiik'l.iiKl.  niul  M4-<>il.in«l.  Ily  l^mi*  Ma^kkktir.  one  of 
thf  .TikLmm*  uf  th«>  i'Miirt  of  H«<«<ii»ii  in  H<oilAn«l.  FiOh  Ktllllfin.  F^ttH  Ky 
JttiiN   KiKKiMTiiK  K.  Kfi-,  M.A.  CAHUh. ;  l>r  Jnr.  llri<lrlK;  Ll«  D.,  Kilin  ; 

A'lVtN'Atc.      8\<>,    l>«l. 

.MA DOC.     Tlunln'.     A   Xovi-l.      ]\y  Fayr   Maikh*.     Two  yoI... 

Pott  Svi»,  17^.     " 

MAIN.    TlinM'  1fuiidn>d  Kn'Ji.'*li  Soniu'tx.    ( *)i< »<«(•»  ntid  K«litc«Mtr 

pAviit  M.  M  \IM.     Fr.ip.  8v»»,  A*. 

MANNKKS.      Noto«  of  nn  Iri^h  T«»ur  in   i^^O.     ]\y  Ix»nl  Joiijf 

M*vNnin.  M  p..  O.r.n.     NVw  h:.llti«»n.     t'n«wn  «%o.  f.  f*l' 

MANNKHS.     Cnii^  of  (H-nnnn  Po<'try.    Tniiii«1iitn|  liy  T^ndy  Joiix 

MAvvMt"*.    i<iiiNll  <|ii.-iri<>.  '<.<■-!. 

hM|»ro'*««iM!i?»  of  r>.iil-n«>tulMin:.      C<»mpri«ini:  a  Short  Ar- 

rniiiit  mC  ilir  WMfiii-ii'ii  A««<M-i.-iii<>ii4  of  (ierniiity  iin*l«'r  th**  Rr«|  Cn«ai,    Uf 
lsi\'\\  ,liiiiN  .\fA\NK.Ht.    I'rown  J<%«».  in.  fA. 

Smnr  P«r»«niml  l{i'ri»I1ivtion«*  of  tht*  ]v«t<*r  Yfart*  of  the  Iwrl 

•tf  ll<  V  oii^ttthl.  K  O.     Htxili  h:ihtlon.  <hI. 

— — —     Viiiiployinrnt  of  Women  in  tlu'  PuMir  Svrvirt*.    fn\, 

— —     S«>iii««  of  tin'  Advantago*  of  Ka^ilv  Acrri^^iMr  Heading  and 
neifrttton   Ho<tmR,  and   Free  Mhnir1e«.     With  Remarha  on  Htarlintf  •n4 

MAltilAlninir  Thrm.    Trowa  ffvn,  i«. 


:i 


II 


il 


II 


;i 


A  S<'«|uel  to  Uich  Men'i*  Dwdlinp*,  and  other  Ocranional 


rA|»eni.    Crown  Svo,  ta.  64. 


It  UHT  or  BOOM  rOBUHIlKD  BY 

■  !■ 

-     MARUORSK.    TW  Mr^  U  |nl>l  hf  Amimn  Bmu*B,  iW  || 

lURHIULk     fiTMh   llya.  Ulr.     Ilr  ruMiK  UamaU.  I' 

!;     MARMIIMAN.     Ili^irT.. '!»'...     fr-.,  ,t,.  (■„.■     .,  I-'  .-.  iM^.  i| 


MARTIN      ...1.   -t^    |-«i  I     TxikUa^  k.  Ml  T-taAuU  [| 

'*^'»'-^     -*  H.*^.       TMMhl«l    It*    K—lHfc    VffW.  jj 

^^  Tbr  Viii  \mf  W  lti»t«.      With  u  iMraiMtlw  wJ  >! 

Ala-i-tiB  :  A  l>TUMiK  IWbl    By  A**v  Owumniut-  ' 

""■wi^^lilr^  Tr*.T.I?.     Br  UtMtumiLtMCH.    Vwh  f| 

— ^*Tf.w  R-ir.**)*.-:'-*  -  A  iii«-**  Ljtu  i»«-fc  t$  I 


MATIH>>N.     ■'»    k^    HJ  l**^  tup  Mk  IW-  N*«  r  •«  lb*  , 

HKIKIX)»il?£.~A^  iu  KlTSiSjXiiMii    Ilr  IML    Bf  I 

tHwUtm     — «1lt   fr*-it^tl>lfc»,— ^»M«  Www 

.    1l..il,44«Pr««     W.ih  t^4-M  lililllH      *?  W*|.  , 

UH'Ii'ki!"^   '«^»iJ"iyrf''B*nfc>  twill*  l^i^i^i.    WHk  \ 

mLU^j!**iL^%    bLNliJ.JMhiMsAMkr*'   i-M 
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MITCH KliL     r>io:;r:ipliii'««  of  Kinincnt  tSii1<liori«  of  the  \\*X  Four 

('•■iitiirii-4     Hv  M  i|iir-Oiiirrji1  Ji»ii\  MiTi  iii.i  i.,  Aiitli^r  of  'Uf*  til  WjUi  h*iriii.' 
Willi  I  Mi'iM'Ur  III  lli<-  .\iilli>ir.     »\ii,  •,». 

MOIR.     l.ilo   of  MatiMc  Wam-li,   Tailur   in    IVilki-illi.      With   8 

li:ii'>ti  itii>ii4  Mil  Sitrl,  l.v  tin-  1.ii>-  iJMiknt:  Chi  ikoii.%>k.      Cniwii  itn,  j«.  fA. 
Aii«illiir  F^htioii,  rra|>.  8\».  i«.  fil. 

MOMKIMK.     Di'fn'tH  of  M«Nlrni  ("linVliantty,  anil  nthrr  S'nunn!>. 

By  Ui<-  Rrv.  A.  W.  MoviKit.  M.  \..  I>?«r..  l*n>r«««i>r  uf  Ln^-ir  bii'I  MiU|<li}BiiB 
III  Kiiit;'*  ir->Ui'_'i-,  lit>n<|iiii.     N' w  I'^htiMii.    Crii«n  >vn.  )•«. 

The  I».i«.i«»  «»f  Hcli;;inii.     Ik'iu^  au  Examiiiatiuii  \A  Natural 

Till*  ()ii;,'in  of  Kvil,  .iml  othrr  SortiioiiH.     Fourth  E<litioii, 

•"iil;if.'«'i|.     Ci'iwil  S%i»,  *'. 

IVr>oii;ilily,    Thf  ]M-;:iiiiiiii;;  aiitt  Kii<l  of  Meta]ih>>irs  aikI 

.1  \<ii-'.<«ar3  Ao*>iiiii|>ti<>ti  in  nil  rii«iti%<'  niiloai>|>b>.    Si  cuml  |>iilioB.    CrovB 

Aiino'-lirisni,  nn«l  othiT  Smiioii-.    Crown  Svo,  6"«. 


MONTACirH     Canipai^^tiin'^  in  Smth  Africa.     Ilrminii^rfnci-!*  of 

All  o;ti<.r  in  i-;j.     !)>  r.i|.t.iiii  W.  K.  M<»>r%ai  r.  V4II1  Rf|{>uiC"t.  Author  pf 

•  «'I  |i|i|4*  Miiil'inN-,j;h,"  A«".     i>\o,  ii«4   nI. 

MONTALKMI;i:i:T.      M.nh.ir  oi  r..iiiit  .!.•   MontalpMilnrt.      A 

ni.i|.t,r..|  It.. .til  Fi.hili  lli.t»iv  l:v  Mio  Oiiiiiiitr,  Antimr  I'f  tlic 'Life 
«if  K'iw.iril  In  Ml.;.'  Ai-.     j  \.i|».  •  i.tnii  i«\ii,  (,\,  ^*. 

MURDOCH,     ^f.lnil.ll  of  ihi-  l«i\v  of  In^oUmrv  rimI  I'ankniptry  : 

riinii^r-Iirfi-liii^  T  S'l'iiiiiirv  i-l  I  In  i.iw  tif  lii«-i|vi  im-v.  Ni.fi.iii  It  iiikrii}-!- v. 
t'.>iii|Mi,iiiMri .  t  ••iiti.i.  l«,  Ti'iil  ■(•  .ii...  t'l  <«■•.«.  jti-l  >««iin'«lf;itmii«  .  jb>i  Hi»" 
Wiii>|ifit;ii|i  of  JmuiI-Mo- k  r.iiiiiMiiii  •  III  Niiitiiii'l:  mill  Atiiii.ijii"n«  tth  thr 
\<ii>-i«  lii«-M\<ii.  \  iii.|  l(iiikki>i|-ii  t  Mil>i''«;  nii-l  Miili  l'.-iiii«  i.r  I'riif  < 'luri 
.iljii  ilii  t..|li.  ,.  Si'.],.  I,  liv  Jim  .  Ml  i.i-H  II.  M.  II.I.II  iif  tli<  I'aciiltjr  of 
l'r<"  iii.il'<r«  III  <il.i-_..w.     r.lili  l.liif.Ti.  |(.  \i...|   in.l  Kiiljr„T<l,  8%ii. 

MV  TRIVIAL    hIKK  AND   MISKOKTI'NK:    A   K\.^^>\\^   with 

11- >  Ti'it  IT.   r.irl..  Ill  II.       Ily  A  V\  %l\   WiiM4S.       Nvw   K.<l|li>MI.  »•••»  fe«ll,  h« 

NASKI;V.     o.ik-  Mini  ihnht''.    A  NovtI.     liy  Naskiiy.    3  \i'N. 
NEAVKS.     Sou:,''"  ainl  Vci-i'.,  SikI.iI  an«l  Si  ii-ntific.     \\\  an  Ohl 

«  ■iitr.i'Mtor  to  'M  ■.;».'    Ily  ().•  fl-.n.  LopI  Ni  \\\^.     I'lfili  Miliiiti,  rap  l«o. 

Thi'  (In-i'k  Aiithnliijy.     I'lin.:  Vol.  XX.  of  'Anrii'iit  Clan- 

n.  «  (.-r  r.'.,:i  "li  II-  i-li  r-*'    i  i.-wii  '\-».  j«.  r«i. 

N1C'H()I,SC)N.     A    M.mumI  ..|   Z..o1..-v,  f..r  ih.-   T-o  of  StiMlcnt*. 

Willi  . I  <■•!■■•  il  I  ir-l  I...11  -.ii  fill  Pill.- 1]  1.-.  i.f  /.«i|ojt  |l>  llfVRT  Ai. 
1  •  \M  Ni  It  .1  •iS.  M  l»  .  |i  s.  .  V  l,.H.,  r  It  S  .  |(.-Mi*  rrnfio^or  tif  N<ii<iril 
l(.«i'>r\  Ml  till-  (  iii\i  r-itv  •<■  Ai-i-ixii.  H'xi'i  K'liiirtii,  n-%iiM«l  ami  (iiUri:i«l- 
tf"wiih\".  ij'.  -I'-,  wiMi     /4  Kn.;i  i\  III.:*  nil  WihhI,  ||«, 

— ^    Tixt-U'Mik  of  Zimlii^'v,  fnrtln*  I'-H"  of  Sho*il*.    Fourth  Edi- 

iHiti,  •  11!  It/.  .|.     I'lowii  .'4\ii.  ui!li  KnjMMiit:*  xn  WimmI,  7«  A"!. 

^— ^—     IiitriKlMi  t'irv  Ti*\t-r.i'iik  of  Z*H»lov:y,  furtln'  I'(n»  of  Junior 

i!  ■.->•■  «      Kidli  riti-n.  ii  \ :«..  ■!  Ill  I  I  n:  .i^-i  .1,  «iili  i  ^^  Rii.'rit  iti*;*.  _i«. 

Otithiii-^  of  N.ittir.il  lli«tiiry,  lor  litvinitv-r'* ;  Umh;:  iH-ivrip- 

ti  .11*   iif   !»    Pr-y.^^iir  «•  rif*  i»f  /••.iln^n.-il    T>|*fa.      Tlurtl    KJiIiku.   wilk 

A    .M.inii.il    of  r.\l.Tonio]i>j:T,   for  th«*   VfO   of  StuilmtR. 

W.tli  ;i  nri.i-nl  lnti-«lM- I'.ii  .»n  tlir*  rriii' .|>lf«  tif  Pil  r.tn1oliif:T  Hn  lUKt 
^-•iit..Mi.     Urvi«><l  iin>l  ^rntly  iiiljri;r<L     >  roln.  B%.i,  with  711  Kafra*lBfs. 

The  Anrient  Lifr-IIi-tory  of  tho  E*iith.     An  Outline  of 

thf>  Prinfi|>|p4  mi.l  I/^a.hiiK  K.u  t«  nf  rAlxniitoloKual  bclract.  Cro«B  •«•. 
with  DUiiifrouii  Kiif;ravini{«.  lu*.  iA. 


It  U8T  OF  BOOKS  PUBUSUBD  BT 


IB  Ik*  t'liHMwty  «4  Al»r4f«tt.    lllMliilii  viU  n 


Oa  iIn-  HinMtviv  ukI  Ateilir*  M  iIn-  Ora«a  Moirtfevlipwft 


••4  H«  •i«W««»'Vft.  wnh  Cnliral  DmimnwM  «f  IMwII 

'*'HT»IV'^t  of  ih«  CUiiiicaliMi  of  Um  AstwU  Km«4ml 


XICIIOLSON.     C<iMMiiM.4i   villi    l|rSV«i^  UtA    fllWf 
Br  Ik*  Uf*  N«B*>u.  Jill  •*»«•.  p  D .  a*Mn  •««  Htf^MX 

— ^     ltr«t  m  Jr«wL     fliilli  EtilM.     f ra^  tvo^  4».  61. 
OUPIIANT.     Tlie  U»l  aT  (SiWmI.     Wtlb  Ricmmhih  la  IW 

Uli«M«.       Ilf    UlMtt.  »    nitfwtav.   A«tkOT  af   *Ui4    RlfWsSlMNal^ 
Tbr  Ulfl  <»f  KbrMI.     |N<4  IVA.  Villi  llllHlrAtinM  lO^M 

-    htMiMH-iiiiMU  .  ••?,  K%n|iiii«Mir3r  FiiiKt»««  wm  Actitv  ni 

AMNfa  r.fo  *' Sr«r«lll  F^UlM.  in«*ltAlr4.    (>iiml«%«^ 
Tr«iu  411*1  Tnivv*iii« ;  Kn-mI mwI  IVIiikaL  fial tt^  ic^M. 


.    IVr.i.|i|lv :  A  rr%i»rtil  t4  CtmnUrmtmntj  Ikngfj^. 

r^M  iii«^t»tMiM  H  bw^m4  Pnift    pmk  %im»m,  0^  •«•  cWar  1 


J    OIJ  I'll  .\ NT.    lie  Mary  W  ValcttliM ;  m4  to  DirtkfV.    Dy  Mf» 

'  OiirM««ff        %a.ilvlll 

<     Katie  Hirvaft.     )•.  61L 

'    OHIIUIIN'.      Namutn  tif  V««^^:v  •»!  A*Wrttl«v.     Ilf  AiadM 

OSHIAN.    Tke  iNiTM*  111  <Wuii  %m  iW  <H^wmJ  CWItr.    Wwk  » 
.    OHWAUi     Hi  Krll  tail  Finfl :  ar.  Hctm*  m«I  ft«4k«  M 

th  W   S    I>-««|»-      r -I  !•«.  Bilk  lto«i»*«fti«a      f*   ** 

I    OrTR.^M     l.«ri.>:  tr:«U»»IMi^elU»f«iH    lUlkrUlrC 

•  N  tfttii   t*i.  A>l«»  ■!«      >««  ■*!«%  pM«w4     I*  •  ««4  ••«••  f*«  I 

'j    PAGE.     UiN.liKt.fT  Tr%i.|U4  M  CW«I>vt.      By  Dmi*  Pa«i, 

it. I*  r*^^**  mi <w**^v^  f  ifc>  niifciM  i»"'^i  •*  j^Ji i"*^**^    I 


1  = 

t     J  k»i>l€^  !■"<  i  irm.  tml  B«*l»nk    A 

A4vMM«<4  T*tl-Ba*k   W 
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PATTERSON.     Ei««a.vii  in  Hintory  and  Art.     By  R.  IIooartr 

PattkH'^*!*.    8vi».  !»«. 

The  Nfw  (toliirn  A;;o,  ami  Innuoncc  of  tlio  PreciouA  MftaN 

np«»ii  tlir  Wfirld.     t  vnN.  tvn,  3m.  M. 

PAUL.     History  of  the  Koynl  Com^viny  of  Archor*,  the  Qupj-iiV 

nixIy-RiianlVor  S4titlaii(l.  Dy  Jamf.^  Il%i.|rui-H  rAn,  Atlrnratr  or  the  tkoUiik 
Uar.*   C'ntwn  4X0,  with  ri»rtr.iilN  and  tillirr  llliii>UaUi«n>i.    £t,  ««. 

PAUIa     Anftly^is  and  Critical  Internn'tation  of  the  Holircw  Trxl  of 

the  liiMik  itf  (iciimU.  rn-nilifl  Iiy  ■  ildirrw  Oraitiimr.  aimL  hmarrtJitinfi*  t»B 
ttii*  (■iiiiiiii>-tH»<«  (if  till*  Pi tilAli'i|i|i,  nml  nil  llir  Htiiuiurv uf  the  llrLivw  Lmi- 
kMi.i;:i>.     Uy  tli«>  Iti-v.  Wii.i.iAM  r«ru  A.M.    R«.»,  iB*. 

PETTKJKEW.     The   Handy  P.ook  of  lU*c*,  and  their  Profitalde 

M-iii.i^i-iiK nt.  Hy  A.  riniiiiiKV.  Fmirth  liilili'in,  EnUr^d.  witli  Ea^-nr. 
tii^-x.    I'mwD  8vi»,  3«.  6«1. 

PIIILOSOPinCAL    (CLASSICS    FOR    EXOLISIl    READEHS. 

roin|».iiiii»n  SiTir«  fo  Atn-irnt  und  F"n"i^n  n.i«n-^  r"r  Rn»rli»li  Kra«li-r«. 
Kililnl  l>v  Wii.i  MM  KxriiiiT.  I.L. !».,  |»Tiif.««ir  i.f  Mini  iliitiMiphy.  I'm- 
viTHity  of  M  Aiiilrvw^.     In  rri>«ii  Svi»  \i>lntiii  s  mitk  |Mirtreil».  |<ni-r  3*  r«i. 

1.  Pfsi  \nTm.     By  PnifCH^or  M.iliafTy,  ■_    C*.  Hamilton.      By     Pri>fin«ir    Vnli  h, 

DnMiii.  I  (;:iii.:itw. 

2.  nncnt.    nylli**  Rfv.  \V.  I.uf.'iJiCi^I.  I    7.  Ilnn.     Ily  Pmfi'^Mir  EdwanI  Ciird, 

S.  IintKii»v.     Hv  Prftf' -'"r  A.  C;iini>-  I  «.  I.iii-m/.     Iljr  J.  TheMorr  M*r«. 

ItII  Ki.iH.r.  K'liiil'iir.:li.                     {  9.  Vf  ••.       Dy    pMfi'HMtr    tliat,    Edil* 

4.  Fi'iirr.       I»v    ri>tfi'«!«<ir    A-I.tiiioi-ii,  |  l>iir,;1i. 

Min<  li«'<ili  r.                                        I  10.  Ih>iiii-.    lU- Pri>ri  mvirrrOAHi  Roli'iV 

R.  K«Nr.     Uy    Profi'««»iir  W.-illu-r,  Ox-  kihi,  l^tii<l«tii. 

fMpl. 

POLLOK.    Tho  rour-o  of  Tiiiu-  :  A  Pi^<m.     P.y  RnnKRT  P0U.OK, 

A.M.  Sn  ill  fill',  ^vii.  « lolli  i:ilt.  ?•  ♦■I.  Tin-  ri»M  !».•'  r^^htifii.  i«int».  •r»*^l. 
?-\.  T1i«- Niim  .  •  li-lh.  >:ilt  ■■•Il-<  «  I"  f-i.  AiioiIkf  K^htifn.  mlli  lllii«frjlinii« 
1v  lli'k.i  K.'^iii  iii'l  "tlMr^.  I' ip  .  ;r'I«  «!"Mi.  «,*.  fd..  "-r  •i!)n-«l^-« »  i:iM,  4%. 

PORT  IJOVAL  I.()(:K\     Tr.m-l;it.il  fnmi  ih.-  Frfiuh  :  with  Intro- 

ilintiiiii.   N-.ii -.  .i:.-l    \ii-ifli\       \\y   Tii«'i«.  Si-»  n- 1  •:    lli\\»k.   I.I.  b  ,  Pi»«- 

fi  --.CI   III  llii'   I'l:!'  •  r«i!\    III  Si    AIi-Im  ««         Kl.lilli   K.<llll>>li,    lytllit,  4*. 

POTTS  anm>  l>Al{NKI.r.  A«liMi*  K.i«  ilifir«-« :  An  rii«.v  1. nil n  Con- 
s',..p. .•  n  K.  «iM.  i'.r..|.l.t.  V...  |ii,In\.  Ii\  \.  W  P..|i-.  M.\.  I.I.  I»  , 
II.  ,1  M  1  t.  r  ..f  »Ii,-  r.  •«.-  r.,l|,  .-.  .  Klitil'Mffc'li.  nii'l  k.-ii-iiiii.  I-.I1..W  ■•!  M 
.Ii.Jn'- «''i|l- .•■.  •  I"  l-r  .!_■.  .  .itiil  III.  |{i  t .  ('.  hii:M  1 1,  V  A  ,  II  .•■!  M  fli-r  t.f 
riti;.;iiiil  I'll  I  ir.ii-i>  .*«  I.ifl.  r.l;ii» 'jr.-ii.  .in-l  t  ll-  Si  )m<I  ir  •■•  I'l  liiUnkr  bIhI 
I».'-.»tii'i.' Tiilli  .;■■-«   *' iIii'tI'I.;!'.     KitClitli  fViilli-li,  T-il'   >»■>,  ^^. '•!. 

AditiH  r;i'ili«»rr«;  (IrM'«i,    An  ra^v  Ciiti-k  ('i>i>>tiuiii;;  Book, 

Willi  t"i'iii|l«ti   Vi"  .nl.t;:  iry.     ll.ii-l  IMili<<ii,  fi  a|<.  Sii>,   ;•. 

PIUNnLK.    Til.'  Liv.- Stork  (if  ih.'  Farm.    \)\  Kuiikrt(».  Prixclk. 
riMX(UJv     T«»\v.iiil<  till'  >r<>iit)t;)in^  of  tlio  Mi»oii.     A  .Toimii y  in 

•   Kn^t  Afn-.i.     Hv  Mt%  Pi  nn\r  uf  Whuli-iiik.  Y-iir.     Willi  a  M.ip,  n-o,  1.-/  »il. 

rrr.Lic  (;kni:i:al  st.vtitks  affe(TIN<;  sroTLANi>, 

fp'in  17  17  t'»  I'ir.  Willi  Oil"!.'  -VI*  ll  Til'l**  .iTi'l  Iii'l'  1.      1  \tA*.  Ur.'i"  fvn,  ^j.  |^. 

PrnLlC   C.KNKnAL  STATKTKS    AFFKCTINd    SCOTLAND, 

(Ol.T.KrTinN  oK      rul-liO..!  AiiimilU  w.ili  (i'lirnl  Iiidi-v. 

U.V.MSAV.     l^■^lL•ll  1I<  rolliM  lioiji  of  .Military  St  I  virr  and  Sorirly. 

lU   I  iriiV  r-il    Um'  %I'I  I  '•  1 1.  W  I  It  I -I  «u  1<  «\i.«i       1  till  ii.|«    \-n*i  Irn.  ?t«. 

KAMS.VV.  Si  Mtlatnl  ,tii<i  Si  i'l^iiM  II  III  ilii-  Kivlitniith  (*•  iiiiirv.  Fniiii 
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now  haltin;;  at  Shaikhiwnii.  It  is  prr»iMisciI  to  cniii|» ' 
whrro  aV>out  tbo  Anlawaii  Pa.ss — wlictlivr  north  or  miui!i 
<lo[K*U(ls  on  the  facility  of  ohtAiiiiii;^  fuel  niiil  siip|ihfs. 
cHiiiato  to  the  north  is  luidoubtodly  the  iii«Mt  saluhri'm! 
to  mention  the  delightful  wavin;;  fioMs  of  ;n^ns8  ami  fl" 
IVlieious  water  can  be  pmcuretl  on  either  side.  On  tin*  i 
of  the  IGth,  ahuast  all  tlie  I'ersiau  mule-drivers  bohnl 
the  camp  at  Tirpul,  carr}'in<;  off  a  few  mules,  it  i^  fnm 
cnriims  that  our  six  nudes  shouhl  also  fli5ui|i|K*nr  on  the  i 
of  the  IGth.  Had  wc  known  of  what  hail  occurred  that  i 
at  Tir^nd,  we  should  have  n^mled  the  ynni  aUmt  thicvi 
a  mere  cock-and-bull  story,  and  c<[ually  so  if  the  mide« 
not  l)ecn  recovenxl  The  numways  from  Tirpul  weiv  piwu 
jMirsued  and  most  of  them  brou;{ht  Itack.  They  ]>robahly  i 
ahuHu  at  the  idea  of  goin^  farther  away  fium  their  own  i 
tier,  or  iM>ssihly  mxwQ  evil-disposeil  iH*r8ons  have  Uvn  int 
dating  tlienu  It  was  nunoured  the  other  thiy  that  the  1 
sians  were  hiring  mule-trans|iort  aniund  Mashhad,  uml  ni 
ing  a  higher  rate  tlian  that  given  by  the  Conuuis-sion,  exu 
tant  as  it  is.  Tliis  ]H)s.sih]y  may  have  tempted  our  nniKt 
to  desort.  ]Many  of  the  Persian  ser\'ants,  too,  are  ivaigi 
tlieir  berths  in  camp. 

I  cnm]H.Ml  at  Deli-i-Shaikli,  two  miles  tnist  of  l*an%-aua 
the  2.'{d,  marclicd  to  Klnisli-ndKit  vi^stenhiv,  and  toilav 
joined  the  Conuiiissinn,  wliich  I  found  enaim|(eil  on  the  l<i 
of  the  Ab-i-Siujau»  some  eight  miles  north  of  Shaikhiv 
Our  latest  news  liints  at  a  new  mpturts  in  the  m-gotiaii< 
As  Mr  Condie  Ste])hen  has  reached  London  with  Cal>i 
Yate*s  Kei>ort  of  the  Panjdeh  affair,  it  is  now  to  lie  hciievl  I 
tlie  statements  of  the  Itussian  Government  and  of  Oeu 
KoumroiV  will  be  emphatically  refute<L  I»nl  (•mnville 
telegraphed  to  Colonel  IJidgeway,  riMiuesting  him  io  th 
Captain  Yate  for  his  rcjHirt.  Captain  Dunuid  is  e.\|Hx:te 
return  in  a  few  days,  having  conipleteil  his  tour  of  ins|iec 
round  the  Afghan  ont|)(».Mi.s:  ])r  Aitchison  is  with  him  bo 
i*^ing.^     Mr  Merk  having  completeil  his  duties  At  Mashhs' 

'  Dr  AitcliMon>  Taluabl*  collecU<in  of  the  fauna  tmd  lura  «if  CSMlnl 
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